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NSO survey shows better health-seeking behaviour

NEW DELHI

Health-seeking behaviour
in India is improving as the
proportion of the popula-
tion reported ailing (PPRA)
in 2025 nearly doubled
from 2017-18 figures, with
rural area numbers going
up to 12.2% from 6.8% and
those of urban areas rising
to 14.9% from 9.1%, accord-
ing to the latest findings of
the National Statistical Of-
fice (NSO) in the 80th
round of household con-
sumption health survey re-
leased on Wednesday.
Expansion in coverage
under government health
insurance and financing
schemes rose more than
threefold — increasing to
45.5% from 12.9% in rural
areas, and 31.8% from 8.9%
in urban areas, the NSO re-

ported. Institutional deliv-
eries have risen to 95.6% in
rural areas, and to 97.8% in
urban areas, the survey
said.

Covering both rural and
urban areas across the
country, the survey can-
vassed 1,39,732 house-
holds, including 76,296
households in rural areas
and 63,436 households in
urban areas.

The findings of the NSO
noted that median out-of-
pocket medical expendi-
ture (OOPE) per case of
hospitalisation in 2025 has
been recorded as 11,285,
indicating that relatively
low expenditure was in-
curred in over half of the
cases of hospitalisation in
the country. Only a small
number of high-cost cases
were observed to push up
the average (mean value),

Health report

The proportion of urban and rural populations reported to be

ailing in 2017-18 to 2025

151 s 2017-18

Rural

the NSO said.

“This shows that high
expenditure is not wides-
pread but limited to specif-
ic cases requiring special-
ised treatment. Moreover,
the OOPE in more than
half of the entire hospitali-
sation cases in the public
health facilities incur only
¥1,100. Importantly, for

M 2025
10 ¢
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Urban

SOURCE: NATIONAL STATISTICAL OFFICE

non-hospitalisation (outpa-
tient) care, the median
OOPE in public health fa-
cilities is zero, reflecting
that a large proportion of
citizens are able to access
essential healthcare servic-
es entirely free of cost,” the
survey said.

India has also registered
a decline in infectious dis-

eases and a rising preva-
lence of non-communica-
ble diseases, including
diabetes and cardiovascu-
lar conditions.

In response to rising de-
mand, the utilisation of pu-
blic healthcare facilities
has strengthened, particu-
larly for outpatient care in
rural areas, where utilisa-
tion increased from 33% to

35%, the survey said.
Expansion of services
This improvement has

been attributed to the ex-
pansion of comprehensive
primary healthcare servic-
es, with an emphasis on
preventive, promotive,
and early diagnostic care,
supported by the availabili-
ty of free drugs and diag-
nostics, the NSO said.
Additionally, in India, fi-
nancial risk protection has

expanded with the rapid
scaling-up of government-
financed health insurance
coverage, including under
the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana, and various State
schemes.

The percentage of popu-
lation covered under these
government health finance
and insurance schemes in
the country has notably in-
creased from 12.9% to
45.5% in rural areas, and
from 8.9% to 31.8% in ur-
ban areas, the survey said.

There is an increasing
trend towards the utilisa-
tion of public health facili-
ties, the NSO survey has al-
so shown. In 2014, around
28% of the rural popula-
tion headed to public facil-
ities for outpatient care,
and this surged to 35% in
2025, the survey said.



LATEST UPDATE

The National Statistical Office (NSO) has released the
findings of its 80th Round of the Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES):

Health (2024-25). The survey shows a significant
improvement in health-seeking behaviour in India,
with a higher proportion of the population reporting
ailing and increased utilisation of public heaith
facilities.

SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

s

: Sample: 1,39,732 households
— — 76,296 rural households
—~ 63,436 urban households

@ Median Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE)
per case of hospitalisation (2024-25):
- 211,285
— Over half of hospital cases had relatively
low expenditure

— Only a small number of high-cost cases push
up the average (mean value 21,100 for
public facilities in specialisation cases)

« OOPE in more than half of hospitalisation cases
in public facilities is zero,
+ India has also registered a decline in infectious

diseases and a rise in non-communicable
diseases (diabetes, cardiovascular, etc.).

Covered both rural and urban areas across India.

Health Report: Proportion of Population Reported to be

Ailing (PPRA) (%)
an B 2017-18
& W 2024-25 14.9%
10 -
5
0 i

Urban
Source: National Statistical Office (NSO)

Rural

UTILISATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH FACILITIES
(Outpatient Care)

+
Rural Areas:  33% (2014) — 35% (2024-25)

Urban Areas: 8.9% (2014) — 31.8% (2024-25)

Shows a major shift towards public health
facilities in both rural and urban areas.

EXPANSION OF SERVICES & COVERAGE

”_ « Expansion of primary healthcare services.

« Emphasis on preventive, promotive and early
diagnostic care.

« Availability of free drugs and diagnostics.

« Scaling up of government-financed health
insurance:
—~ Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan

Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY)

- Various State schemes

KEY TAKEAWAYS
@ Rural: 6.8% (2017-18) — 12.2% (2024-25)
@ Urban: 9.1% (2017-18) — 14.9% (2024-25)

€ Nearly doubled in both rural and urban
areas.

@ Indicates better awareness, access and
willingness to seek healthcare,

* TURNING POINTS

« Health infrastructure expansion (Sub-
Centres, PHCs, CHCs, District Hospitals).

« National Health Policy 2017 and
Ayushman Bharat,

« COVID-19 pandemic increased heaith
awareness and utilisation of health
services.

« Digital health initiatives like e-Sanjeevani,
ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health
Account).

@/ SIGNIFICANCE
« Strengthens India's progress towards
Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
« Reduces financial risk and OOPE.
« Supports SDG 3: Good Health &
Well-being.
« Promotes inclusive and equitable
healthcare access.



@:f. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1986: National Health Policy (NHP) -
"Health for All by 2000".

2005: National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) launched.

2013: National Urban Health Mission
(NUHM) launched.

2017: National Health Policy - focus
on UHC, preventive care, digital
health.

2018: Ayushman Bharat launched.
2021-25: Health infrastructure and

coverage scaled up under PM-JAY
and State schemes.

Q IMPORTANT FACTS FOR EXAMS
r

./“JI' ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

* High health expenditure reduces
household savings and pushes
poverty (WHO estimate: 60 million
people in India face catastrophic
health expenditure annually).

+ Increased public healthcare utilisation
reduces Out-of-Pocket Expenditure
(OOPE) —+ improves disposable
income and economic productivity.

« Healthier workforce — higher labour
productivity and economic growth.

» NSO is under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).
« 80th Round of HCES: Health refers to the year 2024-25.

« OOPE = Qut-of-Pocket Expenditure,

« UHC Day is celebrated on 12th December.

. N

111

» Health is a State subject (Entry 6,
State List) but Centre provides
policy guidance and funding.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

» Constitutional Directive Principles:
Article 47 - State shall raise the level
of nutrition and standard of living
and improve public health.

« Tiered governance:
Centre - Policy & funding
State - Implementation
Local - Service delivery

u RELATED SCHEMES & INITIATIVES

Ayushman Bharat - PM Jan Arogya
Yojana (Health Insurance cover up
to T5 lakh per family).

Health and Wellness Centres
(HWCs).

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha
Yojana (PMSSY).

Mission Indradhanush.

POSHAN Abhiyaan,

National Digital Health Mission
(NDHM).

» India ranks 63rd in the World Heaith Assembly resolution on UHC (2023).
« SDG 3 aims to "Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.”
« India’s public health expenditure (Union + State) ~ 1.3-1.5% of GDP

(Economic Survey 2024-25).



Q MCQs - PRACTICE

Q1. Which survey is conducted by the National Q4. Which scheme provides health insurance
Statistical Office (NSO) that provides data on cover up to €5 lakh per family per year?
health-seeking behaviour in India? A PMSSY
A. NFHS B. HCES | B. Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY
C. NSSO D. CES C. ABHA

Q2. The proportion of rural population reported 0. Mission Indradhanush

to be ailing (PPRA) increased from

in 2017-18 to in 2024-25. | Q5. Health is primarily a subject in which
A. 5.19%, 10.9% B. 6.8% 12.2% | It of the Constitution of India?
C. 7.2%, 14.5% D. 8.9%, 13.8% | A. Union List

B. State List
| C. Concurrent List
D. Residuary List

Q3. OOPE in more than half of hospitalisation
cases in public health facilities is:
A. More than 220,000
C. <5,000
C. 215,000



PREVIOUS YEAR RELATED MCQs

(UPSC Prelims 2024) (UPSC Prelims 2022)

Q. NITI Aayog's Health Index aims to: Q. Consider the following statements about
A. Rank States on educational outcomes Qut-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE):
B. Rank States on health outcomes 1. It is expenditure incurred directly by
C. Rank 5tates on agricultural productivity househeolds at the time of using health
D. Rank States on crime control ServICes,

Ans: B 2. It is the main source of revenue for

blic h itals in India.
(UPSC Prelims 2023) public hospitals in India

Q. Which of the following is a component of Which of the statements given above is/are

Ayushman Bharat? correct?

A, PM Kisan Samman Nidhi A. 1only B. 2only

B. PM Jan Arogya Yojana C. Bothl1and2  D. Meither 1 nor 2
C. Atal Pension Yojana Ans: A

0. Mational Apprenticeship Scheme
Ans: B



US. returns 657 trafficked artefacts to India in $14 million restitution

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

U.S. authorities have an-
nounced the return of 657
antiquities, collectively va-
lued at nearly $14 million,
to India. The pieces were
recovered pursuant to sev-
eral ongoing investigations
into criminal trafficking
networks, including those
of alleged antiquities traf-
ficker Subash Kapoor and
convicted trafficker Nancy
Wiener.

The artefacts were re-
turned at a ceremony at-
tended by the Consul-Gen-
eral of India, Rajlakshmi
Kadam, in New York.

“The scale of the traf-
ficking networks that tar-

CM ¢
w

geted cultural heritage in
India is massive, as demon-
strated by the return of
more than 600 pieces to-
day,” Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg said
in a statement.

Sources said the 657 an-
tiquities were delivered in
three phases: 612 were re-
turned in November 2024,
26 in July 2025, and in the
third phase, 19 were re-
turned to India on Tues-
day. Of the 19, 17 are linked
to Subash Kapoor.

Among the pieces being
returned is a red sandstone
figure of Buddha standing
with his right hand raised
in abhaya mudra, a gesture
of protection. The Budd-
ha’s feet are broken below

the knees, and only frag-
ments of the halo behind
his head remain — damage
that likely occurred when
the statue was looted from
northern India. The statue
worth $7.5 million was
smuggled into New York by
Subash Kapoor and later
seized by the Antiquities
Trafficking Unit from one
of his storage units.

Ancient figures

Another returned artefact
is a bronze figure of Avalo-
kiteshvara, seated on an in-
scribed double-lotus base
over a lion-flanked throne.
The inscription identifies
the craftsman as Dronadi-
tya of Sirpur, located near
modern-day Raipur in

A red sandstone Buddha figure
worth $7.5 million, which has
been returned to India.

Chhattisgarh.The Avaloki-
teshvara sculpture was
part of a large hoard of
bronzes discovered near
the Lakshmana Temple in
1939 and had entered the

collection of the Mahant
Ghasidas Memorial Mu-
seum, Raipur, by 1952. It
was later stolen from the
museum and smuggled in-
to the U.S. by 1982, even-
tually ending up in a priv-
ate collection in New York
by 2014.

The $2 million bronze fi-
gure was located and
seized from that collection
in 2025.

Another artefact in-
cludes a sandstone figure
of a dancing Ganesha,
which was looted by one of
Kapoor’s indicted co-con-
spirators, Ranjeet “Shan-
too” Kanwar, from a tem-
ple in Madhya Pradesh in
2000. Convicted trafficker
Vaman Ghiya later sold

and shipped the Ganesha
to New York-based gallery
owner Doris Wiener. In
2012, following her moth-
er’s death, Nancy Wiener —
later convicted for antiqui-
ties trafficking — knowingly
created false provenance
for the sculpture and sold
it through Christie’s New
York. The Ganesha was
purchased by a private col-
lector at the 2012 auction,
who surrendered it to the
District Attorney earlier
this year.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, S. Vijay Kumar,
cultural enthusiast and co-
founder of India Pride,
said, “We are seeing the re-
sults of our work over
more than a decade bear

.
{
L

fruit. India must thank Ho-
meland Security Investiga-
tions (HSI) for its sustained
efforts in tracking these
looted artefacts and ensur-
ing their restitution. This is
the result of over a decade-
and-a-half of deciphering
and dismantling the Indian
art smuggling market,
which stole our Gods and
supplied them to the West
via dealers like Subash Ka-
poor and the Wieners.”

He added: “There are
more than 1,000 artefacts
yet to be returned, and we
hope India and HSI will
continue to work on these
cases and further decipher
the Kapoor and Wiener
dossiers, which span near-
ly 50 years of looting.”



612 26 19 $7.5M $2M ~50 yT'S

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Buddha Ganesha Kapoor's
Nov 2024 Jul 2025 Latest Statue Value Bronze Looting

* Why in News | =af ¥ @ ¥ Key Returned Artefacts | y@1 qad

: i L ARTEFACT 1 — $7.5 MILLION
» U.S. authorities returned 657 antiquities (~$14M) to India in 3 phases (Nov 2024 - 2025) ©Red Sanditone Budkdha — staridig, flght ind i Abliaya Mdia: 166t Broken Balow kivsse:

from {rafiicking networks of Subssh Kapoor & Nancy - ) halo fragments remain. Stolen from Mahant Ghasidas Memorial Museum, Raipur by 1952;
et siftaiea § g dyy 3R AR AR & Yead § 657 ER (~$14M) 3 Tl ¥ (2024-2025) #eT smuggled to U.S. by 1982.
» Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg & HSI (Homeland Security Investigations) facilitated T AN et G (§7.5M) — 3040 T, e Wi WHgrerd, T R 1952 7%
recovery over a decade. ’}ARTEFACT 2 — LAKSHMANA TEMPLE HOARD
A7EE DA TR 37 3 HS1 ¥ 13 22 & ae o awg foeamy ~~ Bronze Avalokiteshvara — seated on double-lotus base, lion-flanked throne; craftsman
identified as Dronaditya of Sirpur (near Raipur, Chhattisgarh). Part of 1939 hoard discovery.
» Ceremony attended by India's Consul-General Rajlakshmi Kadam, New York. S. Vijay B yanfbaeR — R, vdtams; Rivrer gnfé; 1939 e e @ion
Kumar ('nd'a Pride Pm]‘ct) commented. @ ARTEFACT 3 — $2 MILLION
WA B Tty ga Toraedt sew, <gutd X yare ¥ v o) Sandstone Dancing Ganesha — Madhya Pradesh temple; looted by Ranjeet *Shantoo" Kanwar
) {2000) — Vaman Ghiya — Christie's NY (2012 auction) — private collector — surrendered to DA
» 1,000+ artefacts still pending return — Kapoor & Wiener dossiers span nearly 50 years 2025.
of looting. e ONef ($2M) — MP HfER; FaR - @ fiar - Christie's — Fafl Hugasaf ~ DA 21t

1,000+ a2 3nff A — FYY 3R d B BrEed ~50 T B G



HISTORY / gfagra

Gupta & Post-Gupta art (5th-8th CE): red sandstone Buddha tradition of N. India; Abhaya
Mudra = "fear not" gesture; Avalokiteshvara = Mahayana Bodhisattva of compassion;
Sirpur (Chhattisgarh) = major Buddhist site. Mahant Ghasidas Museum est. 1875.
TR Befl (5d1-841 7a); 307 3T, FARIBARER = BV BT A11U; (R = TE 91g wd; TRa
Tlgleid 18751

POLITY & LAW | TTeiaIqwyT

Antiquities & Art Treasures Act 1972 — prohibits export without ASI licence;
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) under Ministry of Culture; UNESCO Convention
1970 — India signatory; UNIDROIT Convention 1995 — India not yet ratified (Needs
verification).

RN U 1972 — AS| S HHard; AS| — Iwpia #ared; UNESCO 1970 — WRd gwimera,
UNIDROIT 1995 — HRa 30t 98/@R 78l |

SCIENCE & TECH | igm-a@dts

THL (Thermoluminescence) dating used to authenticate artefacts; DNA & isotope
analysis for provenance verification; Digital inventory systems (National Mission for
Manuscripts); INTERPOL Works of Art database; HSI uses forensic provenance

investigation.
THL 2féT — wrmifoiear; DNA/3TSEIRT f3oasT; INTERPOL $elT $249; HSI BRIES s |

GEOGRAPHY / it

Sirpur — near Raipur, Chhattisgarh (Mahanadi basin); Raipur = capital of Chhattisgarh;
Lakshmana Temple, Raipur = early medieval brick temple; Madhya Pradesh heritage —
Khajuraho (UNESCO), Sanchi (UNESCO), Bhimbetka (UNESCO).

fIRQ — TR, Bt (FeMal 9169); MP & favraa — SsRmel, 9idh, Winaeat (@it UNESCO)!

ECONOMY / srefarawan

Global illicit art/antiquities market ~ $6-8 billion/year; Cultural diplomacy as soft power;
Christie's auction house transparency issues; Asset recovery mechanism; Heritage
tourism economic value — India's cultural heritage = ~12% of tourism GDP.

dfed® 35y e TR ~$6-8 faferaarad; Christie's TRafian ge7; favrea wded = ¥Rd GDP ¥ ~12%!

STATIC GK / ¥fd® GK

HSI = Homeland Security Investigations (under DHS, USA); Antiquities Trafficking Unit =
Manhattan DA's unit; India Pride Project = NGO by S. Vijay Kumar; ASI HQ = New Delhi;
Ministry of Culture = Gajendra Singh Shekhawat (2024); Archaeological Survey est. 1861
by Alexander Cunningham.

HSI = DHS 3MfaT; India Pride Project = S. fasia $AR; ASI 9T 1861 — Alexander Cunningham;
MoC 7l = el e dmad|
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1972

1970

1970

Legal Framework | &t gfar

Antiquities & Art Treasures Act, 1972 (India) — Prohibits export of antiquities (>100

years old) without ASI licence. Violation = up to 3 years + fine.
YRA | 100+ 99 T a%] BT AS| eirgad o1 fFHafa ufdsfaa

UNESCO Convention 1970 — Preventing illicit import/export/transfer of cultural

property. India is signatory. USA ratified 1983.
UNESCO 1970 — UiR(de Fuftd d¥ap<l b Bl AfH; HRd 3R 3MRET SH1 ueiaR|

UNIDROIT Convention 1995 — International return of stolen/illegally exported

cultural objects. India has NOT ratified yet. (Needs verification)
UNIDROIT 1995 — TRI Pl AiRpiad aeg3il Pl arail; WRa A 3ndt 3rgaae &t

U.S. National Stolen Property Act — Makes trafficking of stolen foreign cultural
property a federal crime; basis for Kapoor's prosecution.

US FEtg B — faeeit Hivgsfaes Fuft ot deasdt Hel 3WRTH; BYR U HPBeH BT ATHR|



PAST / Ya®Td

Subash Kapoor ran 50-yr
smuggling network.
Mahant Ghasidas Museum
(est.1875) — artefact
stolen ~1952. Lakshmana
Temple hoard found 1939
(Chhattisgarh). Christie's
2012 auction = unknowing

buyer.

PR BT 50-a81g qwp Fedds;
1939 Te&HT Afcx HeT; 1952
TRY; Christie's 2012 AaTHT |

7 Past — Present — Future Analysis | ya-aduam-wfasg

PRESENT / a9d914

657 pieces returned
(2024-25) in 3 phases;
1,000+ pending; India-US
cooperation through HSI
active; India Pride Project
tracking; Kapoor & Wiener
dossiers under
investigation.

657 aT9g (2024—25); 1,000+

oIy HSI Tfsha; India Pride
Project ¢f&T ST |

FUTURE / ufdsg

India must: ratify
UNIDROIT 1995;
strengthen 1972 Act; build
bilateral MoUs; create
national digital artefact
registry; accredit ASI
provenance teams;
engage more auction
houses.

UNIDROIT 1995 31gHwel;
feéfSiee gsitasor; AS| & HoTga
&Y; At == MoU |



» Previous Year Related MCQs — UPSC + SSC « Bank * Railway * PCS | y# af wdfia weq

With reference to Buddhist history, which of the
following is a Bodhisattva associated with compassion?

(a) Manjushri (b) Avalokiteshvara v

(c) Maitreya (d) Vajrapani

The Antiquities and Art Treasures Act 1972 restricts
export of antiquities in India. Which body regulates this?

(a) Ministry of Home Affairs (b) Archaeological Survey
of India v
(c) National Museum (d) INTACH

UNESCO Convention 1970 deals with which of the
following?

(a) Marine pollution {b) Nuclear testing

(c) licit traffic of cultural
property v

(d) Climate change

S8C CGL 2022

Archaeological Survey of India was founded in which
year?

(a) 1850 (b) 1858
(c) 1861 v (d) 1875

Khajuraho temples, associated with rich artistic heritage,

are located in which state?
(a) Rajasthan (b) Madhya Pradesh v

(c) Chhattisgarh (d) Uttar Pradesh

RAILWAY NTPC 2022

Sirpur, a major Buddhist heritage site, is located in

which Indian state?
(a) Odisha (b) Madhya Pradesh

(c) Chhattisgarh v (d) Jharkhand

BANK PO 2023

Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) operates under
which U.S. department?

(a) Department of Justice (b) Dept. of Homeland

Security v

(c) State Department (d) Treasury Dept.

UP PCS 2022

Mahant Ghasidas Memorial Museum is located in which
city of Chhattisgarh?

(a) Raipur v (b) Bilaspur
(c) Jagdalpur (d) Korba
[ NEW MCQ 2025

Which NGO tracks Indian cultural artefacts smuggled

abroad, co-founded by S. Vijay Kumar?
(a) INTACH (b) ASI Foundation

(c) India Pride Project v (d) Heritage India Trust



@ UPSC-Style Statement MCQ | sus-smurfia mca

Consider the following statements about India's cultural heritage restitution
efforts:
HRa H wivgplae firwa wfigfd & dof ¥ frafafEe sal w far &

1. India is a signatory to the UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, 1970.
v CORRECT — India ratified UNESCO 1970. / ¥l — WR@ % UNESCO 1970 Hr gf Hi &)

2. India has ratified the UNIDROIT Convention 1995 on Stolen or lllegally Exported Cultural
Objects.
X INCORRECT — India has NOT ratified UNIDROIT 1995 as of available records. / Teid —
WR@ A UNIDROIT 1995 &t gfe 7§ &t &)

3. The Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 empowers the Archaeological Survey of
India to grant licences for export of antiquities.
v CORRECT — AS| grants licences; export without licence = illegal. / W&t — ASI FTgH¥ a1
&; e engdw faafar avdwn

4. The red sandstone Buddha statue worth $7.5 million was stolen from the National
Museum, New Delhi.
X INCORRECT — It was stolen from Mahant Ghasidas Memorial Museum, Raipur. / Tdd —

ag Wi ariter duerer, Iage A g wf ot

Which of the above statements are correct?
IR ¥ A B A FYA wH 2

(a) 1 only (c)1,2and 3 (d)2,3and 4

Z  Mains & Interview Questions | g@1 udlan wea

GS-2 | INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS | sfawieiia #ay

"The return of 657 antiquities by the U.S. to India underscores the importance of
cultural diplomacy. Examine the legal framework and bilateral mechanisms that
facilitate repatriation of India’s stolen cultural heritage." (250 words)

"3fYeET G 657 YRTaRIRY B aTaw Wivplad FeAld & e B Eifea Bl 81 S 219 3N sty @ B
S B

GS-1 | ART & CULTURE + HERITAGE | &wi-d&pfa vd favraw

"Critically examine the role of post-colonial art trafficking in the depletion of India's
cultural heritage. What legislative and diplomatic steps can India take to prevent
recurrence?” (150 words)

"WRd &Y wivpfas favmd ¥ s F am-siufafee s et $fier w aftenee fdes s

GS-3 | INTERNAL SECURITY / sitafts gan

"Transnational art trafficking networks pose a challenge to India's cultural

sovereignty. Analyse the role of agencies like HSI, INTERPOL and India Pride Project

in combating this menace." (150 words)

W Bort depd A2ad W $ Jplae et & fGv saw — HSI, INTERPOL, India Pride Project
pigcall

INTERVIEW QUESTION /| WT&#nasT 539

"India has recovered significant cultural artefacts in recent years. What systemic
reforms do you suggest to prevent future trafficking of India's archaeological
heritage?"

"WRe ¥ o & ool ¥ @ wraers are urg #) wfisy F aedt A & A g B A gur genee



10 Quick Revision Points — Last Minute Prep | 10 @fa gwgfa fig

657 artefacts, ~$14M returned by

U.S. to India in 3 phases (Nov 2024~

2025).
3 T ¥ 857 [RIEW (~$14M) TTUH)

Key accused: Subash Kapoor (~50
yrs trafficking) & Nancy Wiener
(convicted).

TN B (~50 av) 3R A=t dR andt

Red sandstone Buddha ($7.5M) —
Abhaya Mudra — stolen from
Mahant Ghasidas Museum, Raipur.
T & ($7.5M) — 300 g — UG

Bronze Avalokiteshvara — Sirpur,
Chhattisgarh; craftsman
Dronaditya; 1939 Lakshmana
Temple hoard.

B Igeniapaedy — T, CG; domfeey;

1939 wanr AfE

Dancing Ganesha ($2M) — MP
temple — Kanwar — Ghiya —
Christie’'s — private collector —
surrendered 2025.

e otRl ($2M) MP -+ Christie’s — 2025
hm

HSI = Homeland Security
Investigations (U.S. DHS).
Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg
facilitated.

HSI = U.S. DHS g e, DA Tiea 3

India Pride Project (NGO) — co-

founder S. Vijay Kumar — tracks
Indian artefacts abroad.

India Pride Project — S. fdwra R —

farer % grraem 2%

Antiquities & Art Treasures Act
1972 — ASI grants licences,;
UNESCO 1970 — India signatory.

yfefian 1972 — ASI @15, UNESCO
1970 — VRA Bxanadi|

ASI founded 1861 by Alexander
Cunningham. HQ — New Delhi.
Under Ministry of Culture.

ASI — 1861, Alexander Cunningham;
Ul e

1,000+ artefacts still pending return.
Kapoor & Wiener dossiers span ~50
years of looting.

1,000+ 3071 &1%; ~50 aul &) 5z & wiget)
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EPFO to launch portal to
track inoperative accounts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
is set to launch E-PRAAPTI,
a dedicated digital plat-
form to facilitate identifica-
tion, tracking, unique ac-
count number (UAN)
linking, and activation of
old EPF accounts.

A senior Labour Minis-
try official said E-PRAAPTI,
or EPF Aadhaar-Based Ac-
cess Portal for Tracking In-
operative Accounts, will
provide a streamlined Aad-
haar-based authentication
mechanism that will ena-
ble members to securely
access their old EPF ac-
count which may not have
an UAN linked with it and
initiate the process for up-
dating their member pro-
file, followed by seamless
UAN linking and activa-
tion.

“In the initial phase, the

Official says the
portal will deliver
immediate benefits
to those who possess
their member IDs

portal will be member ID-
based, ensuring a secure
and efficient roll-out while
delivering immediate be-
nefits to a large segment of
members who possess

their member IDs,” the offi-
cial said.
Going forward, E-

PRAAPTI’s scope will be
expanded to include mem-
bers who may not be able
to recall or access their old

member [Ds. “The plat-
form is expected to reduce
manual intervention, mini-
mise documentation, and
enhance transparency and
efficiency,” he said.

Claims settled

The official said the EPFO
had settled a record 8.31
crore claims in 2025-26,
compared with 6.01 crore
in 2024-25. “5.51 crore
claims were for advance or
partial withdrawals, indi-
cating the ease of access to
PF accounts, enabling
members to draw upon
their savings to meet their
needs. 71.11% of advance
claims were processed in
auto mode (processed in
three days), up from
59.19% in the previous
year, minimising manual
intervention. 6.68 crore
members were able to file
their claims without the
hassle of uploading cheque
leaf image,” he said.
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New Portal
Aadhaar-based

# Why in News | @af ¥ @Y

EPFO is set to launch E-PRAAPTI (EPF Aadhaar-Based Access Portal for Tracking
Inoperative Accounts) — a digital platform for UAN linking and activation of old EPF

accounts,
EPFO ¥ E-PRAAPTI Wit #ig ¢ & 91T &) — G0 EPF @ral &1 UAN fafe 3 wifdsasstor & fag)

Portal provides Aadhaar-based authentication, allowing members to securely access old
EPF accounts that may not have a UAN linked.
HUR-ATNRE FRTORER  ¥EF [/H EPF @l a% geiaa 9ga are

EPFO settled a record 8.31 crore claims in 2025-26 vs 6.01 crore in 2024-25 — a

significant jump in PF accessibility.
2025-26 % R&TE 8.31 g 2R FAuerg — 2024-25 % 6.01 (8 B gear ¥

71.11% of advance claims processed in auto-mode (within 3 days), up from 59.19% in
previous year — improving efficiency.
71.11% 3fis 2 3 (3 fa) o — faear of 59.19% J 9fZ

6.68 crore members filed claims without uploading cheque leaf image — digital ease.
6.68 15 WEHE! A A% WIB HYAIS [PY a9 29 afE &y

71.11%

Auto-mode
Processing

5.51 Cr
Advance/Partial
Withdrawals

3 Days

Auto-ciaim
Settiement

. E-PRAAPTI: Full Details | vof faazor

FULL FORM / 931 1%

E-PRAAPTI = EPF Aadhaar-Based Access Portal for Tracking Inoperative Accounts
$-WIfE = EPF 3IR-3maTfier Tl Wiéa Wi 2% gasinifea srviey

@PHASE 1 — INITIAL
Member ID-based portal; secure roll-out; immediate benefits for members who possess their

member IDs.
W SV — WEK D 4Tt FEEY @) arnte oirH |

(—-\]PHASE 2 — EXPANDED
=" Scope expanded to include members who cannot recall or access old member IDs — broader

coverage.
frenfia avor — gt 1D 912 7 T aTe wew @i g

@ KEY FEATURES
" Aadhaar authentication — profile update — UAN linking — account activation — seamless PF

access.
TR — WIBTEs WU2e — UAN fafdn — amar afsasom

GOAL
QReduce manual intervention, minimise documentation, enhance transparency and efficiency in PF

management.
A 37et SRl @ Y1, SRATASTUIOT *gAaT AT, REET g



HISTORY / gfawgrw

Provident Fund concept in India: EPF Act 1952 enacted post-independence to provide
social security to industrial workers — part of Nehruvian welfare state vision. Pre-
independence: Coal Mines Provident Fund (1948) was precursor. Royal Commission on

Labour (1931) recommended PF for workers.
EPF 3faffus 1952 — weaar & are sl & amiiie guar, Yeward eamt 19| 1931 ae aaw SHer 3
PF &I fawifier

POLITY & GOVERNANCE / Tqaq1

EPF & Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 — Central subject (List I); Ministry of Labour &
Employment governs EPFO; EPFO = statutory body under Central Board of Trustees.
Aadhaar-based KYC under Aadhaar Act 2016. Digital India mission integration. DLC
(Directly Linked Claim) system = good governance example.

EPF fafyaw 1952 — $ia fawa; sm wamera; EPFO = dutfis fama; 3mum sifafian 2016 KYC; e
gfear vbreon|

SOCIAL JUSTICE | wrwifars =g

EPFO covers ~7 crore active subscribers in India; Social security for organised sector
workers; Inoperative accounts affect migrant workers most — they change jobs across
states; Women empowerment through PF withdrawal rights; Old age income security

goal.
EPFO ~7 31 Wipd Hew; wart 4wt & fiy was) suainit, wfien serfaetor, geraser 3 guam

ECONOMY | efarazen

EPFO manages Rs 21+ lakh crore corpus — 3rd largest pension fund globally. PF =
forced savings — capital formation. 6.5+ crore inoperative accounts = locked capital
worth thousands of crores. Advance claims = consumption support = multiplier effect on

economy. EPFO invests in ETFs (15% of incremental corpus since 2015).
EPFO STt Rs 21+ 7T ®i1g — fded &1 ey wad ag1 42 e, 6.5+ #1g fAfShy @ = 42 goft; ETF A
15% Fer1

SCIENCE & TECH / fisna-aaite

Aadhaar-based biometric authentication (UIDAI); UAN (Universal Account Number) = 12-
digit unique identifier for EPFO members; Auto-mode claim processing using Al/ML
algorithms; UMANG App integration; DigiLocker for document upload; E-nomination
portal; EPFO Unified Member Portal.

UIDAI 3TYR WHToftaor; UAN = 12-3/61 gearaar; AML 37a-RfE; UMANG T, DigiLocker TdTaeom|

STATIC GK | ¥@fd® GK

EPFO HQ: New Delhi | Founded: 1952 | Under: Ministry of Labour & Employment |
Chairman: Union Labour Minister | CEO: Central Provident Fund Commissioner | EPFO
interest rate 2024-25: 8.25% p.a. | EPS (Employees' Pension Scheme): 1995 | EDLI:
Employees' Deposit Linked Insurance.

EPFO qaaTery: 7§ féewt; TemuAr: 1952; 4w WaTew; @l & 2024-25: 8.25%; EPS: 1995; EDLI €|
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EDLI

Legal & Regulatory Framework | &1 fen

EPF & Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 — Mandates provident fund, pension,
insurance for employees in establishments with 20+ workers. Penalty for non-

compliance.
20+ HHATRAT 16t FfdsHI # PF, 92M, AT 31fHard |

Employees' Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995 — Monthly pension to EPF members on
retirement at 58 years; employer contributes 8.33% to EPS, 3.67% to EPF.
58 a¥f W HIfAe® YoM, a1 8.33% EPS H, 3.67% EPF #|

Aadhaar Act, 2016 — Legal basis for Aadhaar-based authentication used in E-

PRAAPTI; Supreme Court 2018 upheld for welfare services.
E-PRAAPTI| & f@T 3TUR JHTUNGROT &7 ST 3TUR|

EDLI Scheme, 1976 — Employees' Deposit Linked Insurance; provides life cover to

EPF members; max Rs 7 lakh claim.
EDLI 1976 — EPF HeX] &I STtg «HHT; 3ifthdd Rs 7 #ATE|

"1 UAN (Universal Account Number) — 12-digit number allotted to each EPF member;
" remains same across employers/jobs; introduced 2014.

UAN — 12-3ish1; it fatamnsit § vas &F; 2014 # g5



With reference to EPFO, which of the following statements
is correct?

(a) Only central govt employees  (b) Statutory body under

covered Central Board of Trustees v
(c) Under Finance Ministry (d) Voluntary for firms with 50+
workers

The Social Security Code, 2020 extends EPF benefits to
which category?

(a) Only private sector (b) Agricultural workers

(c) Gig & platform workers v (d) Seli-employed professionals

Employees' Pension Scheme (EPS) is associated with which
ministry?

(a) Finance Ministry (b) Ministry of Labour &

Employment v

(c) Ministry of Social Justice (d) Commerce Ministry

§SC CGL 2022

EPFO was established under which Act?

(a) Industrial Disputes Act 1947  (b) Factories Act 1948

(c) EPF & Misc. Provisions
Act 1952 v

(d) Payment of Wages Act 1936

SSC CHSL 2021

UAN stands for:
(a) Unique Aadhaar Number (b) Unified Account Network

(¢) Universal Account
Number v

(d) Unique Account Nodule

RAILWAY NTPC 2022

The headquarters of EPFO is located in:
(a) Mumbai (b) New Delhi v

(c) Bangalore (d) Hyderabad

BANK PO 2023

EPFO interest rate for 2024-25 was fixed at:
(a) 8.10%
(c) 8.25% v

(b) 8.15%
(d) 8.50%

Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurance (EDLI) provides
maximum cover of:

(a) Rs 5 lakh (b) Rs 6 lakh

(c) Rs 7 lakh v {d) Rs 10 lakh

E-PRAAPTI portal launched by EPFO uses which

technology for authentication?
(a) PAN-based (b) Aadhaar-based v

(c) Bank KYC (d) Passport-based



@ UPSC-Style Statement MCQ | wem-amnfia mca

Consider the following statements about EPFO and E-PRAAPTI:
EPFO 3R E-PRAAPTI & W ¥ fmfafaa el v far ot

1. EPFO is a statutory body under the Ministry of Labour and Employment, functioning under
the EPF & Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952.
v CORRECT — EPFO operates under the EPF Act 1952 and Labour Ministry. IE T3]

2. E-PRAAPTI uses PAN-based verification to help members access inoperative EPF
accounts.

X INCORRECT — E-PRAAPTI uses Aadhaar-based authentication, not PAN. / ToTd — JTHR-
smurfea, PAN 718t

3. EPFO settled a record 8.31 crore claims in 2025-26, a significant increase over 6.01 crore
in 2024-25.
v CORRECT — As per the article. / ¥l — 9 ¥ 3gaR|

4. Universal Account Number (UAN) was introduced in 2010 to provide poriability of PF
accounts.

X INCORRECT — UAN was Introduced in 2014, not 2010. / i@ — UAN 2014 ¥ g% g3, 2010 ¥
adh

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b)1and 3only v (c) 2 and 4 only (d)1,3and 4

Z.  Mains & Interview Questions | @ wflan wed

GS-2 | GOVERNANCE / &8
"The launch of E-PRAAPTI portal by EPFO is a step towards realising the goals of
Digital India. Critically examine how technology-driven reforms in social security can
enhance welfare delivery in India.” (250 words)

EPFO @1 E-PRAAPTI wiée f2fSiea &féar & weal &t fRen ¥ va san — arnfore ram F aa-id! gunl &1
HTETEATHS feetori

GS-3 | ECONOMY — SOCIAL SECURITY | siefarasen

"With over 6.5 crore inoperative PF accounts holding significant unclaimed funds,
discuss the economic implications and the measures needed to reintegrate this
capital into the financial system." (150 words)

6.5+ &z fAfSsa PF @ — wifdfes Rfgmd 3k g3 vdiaswor & 39ra)

GS-2 | SOCIAL JUSTICE | wrmfar®s =g

“The Social Security Code 2020 aims to extend EPFO coverage to gig and platform
workers. Evaluate the challenges and opportunities in providing social security to
India's informal workforce." (150 words)

arfoie gam Jfgar 2020 — feiesi sfie! o) et — gitfaar i saaw

INTERVIEW | HigasR

"EPFO has over 7 crore active subscribers but millions of accounts remain
inoperative. What structural reforms would you suggest to make India's provident
fund system truly accessible and efficient for all workers?"

EPFO & 7 &1 wiew — fise oft sl FAfSa wmd — 31w aan Qum gen?



10 Quick Revision Points — Last Minute Prep | 10 @fia grwgf fig

E-PRAAPTI = EPF Aadhaar-Based
Access Portal for Tracking
Inoperative Accounts; Aadhaar-
authenticated.

E-PRAAPT] — 3iur-3mutfia ffesa EPF amd
T UIEw|

EPFO settled record 8.31 crore claims
in 2025-26 vs 6.01 crore in 2024-25,
2025-26 ¥ 8,31 wi1e feeTd T, 2024-25 W
8.01 WNE|

71.11% advance claims processed in
auto-mode (3 days); up from 59.19%

previous year.
71.11% 312 (3 f&=); Tew ad 50.19%

5.51 crore claims = advance/partial
withdrawals; 6.68 crore = no cheque
leaf upload needed.

5.51 w12 Ay sifers; 6.68 o2 f&ar 9%
ikl

EPFO established 1952; HQ New
Delhi; under Ministry of Labour &
Employment; governed by CBT.

EPFO 1952, 78 Reell, 4 W, CBT)

UAN = Universal Account Number;
12-digit; introduced 2014; portable
across employers.

UAN = 12-3i510; 2014 ¥ op; Frahemr-aidam)

EPF contribution: Employee 12% +
Employer 12% of basic wages;
employer split — EPS 8.33%, EPF
3.67%.

war! + frata 291 12%; EPS = 8.33%,
EPF = 387%!

EPFO interest rate 2024-25: 8.25%
p.a.; manages Rs 21+ lakh crore
corpus; 3rd largest pension fund
globally.

AT %X B.25%; Rs 21+ @1® o8 Biuw, faea
e

EDLI: max Rs 7 lakh; EPS retirement
at 58 yrs; Social Security Code 2020
extends to gig workers.

EDLI Rs 7 @19, EPS 58 a; S Code 2020 =
fin afias)

6.5+ crore inoperative accounts =
locked capital; E-PRAAPTI targets
their reactivation through Aadhaar.
6.5+ Bz FifEhy @1 = E-PRAAPTI R 4%
afen)
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Govt. proposes E100 as approved fuel

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Road Tran-
sport and Highways has is-
sued a draft notification
proposing to recognise
E100 (or 100% ethanol) as
an approved automotive
fuel, clearing the way for
certification and large-
scale production of vehi-

cles capable of running en-
tirely on ethanol. The pro-
posed amendments relate
to Rule 115, sub-rule (18) of
the Central Motor Vehicles
Rules (CMVR), which go-
verns the recognition and
specification of alternative
fuels in India.

A key change allows
vehicles earlier approved
for up to 85% ethanol

blends to now be certified
for 100% ethanol, paving
the way for pure ethanol-
powered vehicles rather
than just blended fuel op-
tions. A senior government
official explained that the
amendments will allow for
“homologation” and type
approvals of E-100 po-
wered vehicles by agencies
like Automotive Research

Association of India, facili-
tating their roll-out and
adoption by consumers.

Homologation is the of-
ficial certification process
ensuring a vehicle, or its
components,  complies
with government techni-
cal, safety, and environ-
mental regulations before
it can be sold or used on
public roads.



Aspect

News

Ministry

Legal Change

Purpose

Earlier Limit

New Proposal

Approval Process

Meaning of Homologation

Details (English)

Govt proposes E100 (100% ethanol)
as approved automotive fuel

Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways (MoRTH)

Amendment in Rule 115(18), CMVR

Enable certification & production of
ethanol-only vehicles

Vehicles allowed up to E85 (85%
ethanol)

Allow vehicles running on E100

Homologation (type approval) by
agencies like ARAI

Certification that vehicle meets safety

& emission norms

faaror (Hindi) @)

IRHBR 7 E100 (100% TATA) Bl d1gd se4
&b ®U A yIarfad fear
Jsh URAEA Td ITHNT HATHT

CMVR 319 115(18) & Jeiteq

Qelier 3Menfid arg-t Bl 3rgAfd QAT

Uga E85 ddb JAAfA oft

31 100% Q9T b IqAfd

ARAI gRT gHIa e

JR&T  IH19 AP bl 3T



Background & History

Year

2003
2018
2021
2024-25

2026

- What is E100?
Feature

Composition
Source

Type

Current Use

Development

Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) started

National Biofuel Policy launched

EBP Phase-Il (target E20 by 2025-26)

India achieved ~15-20% blending

Proposal for E100

Explanation

100% Ethanol (no petrol)

Sugarcane, maize, biomass

Renewable biofuel

India uses E10-E20 mostly



© Economic Significance

Area

Oil Import

Farmers

Rural Economy

Forex Saving

Employment

m Polity & Governance

Aspect

Law

Ministry

Agencies

Policy Link

Governance Goal

Impact

Reduces crude oil import bill

Increases income (sugarcane, maize demand)

Boost to ethanol industry

Saves foreign exchange

Biofuel sector job creation

Details

Central Motor Vehicles Rules (CMVR), 1989

MoRTH

ARAI, ICAT

National Biofuel Policy

Atmanirbhar Bharat



© Environmental Impact

Benefit

Lower Emissions
Cleaner Fuel
Climate Goals

SDGs

I Challenges

Issue

Engine Compatibility
Infrastructure
Feedstock

Cost

Food vs Fuel

Explanation

Reduces CO, emissions

Less pollution than petrol

Supports India’s Net Zero 2070

SDG 7 (Clean Energy), SDG 13

Explanation

Need for E100 compatible engines

Storage & distribution issues

Dependence on agriculture

May not be cheaper initially

Debate over crop usage



Youw’ve got mail...

Boat mail: Deutsche Post delivery staff member Andrea Bunar manoeuvers her vessel as she makes the season opening delivery tour of the
Spreewald barge postal delivery service on Wednesday. Mail delivery by barge has a 129-year-old tradition in the Spreewald region. Every
week, more than 600 letters are delivered across the river, as many of the 65 households in Lehde do not have a direct road connection. AFP




RBI LAUNCHES MISSION SAKSHAM

FOR COOPERATIVE BANKS

April 29,2026 | Current Affairs Today - Latest Current Affairs 2026-2027

WHY IN NEWS? WHAT IS MISSION SAKSHAM? /\
“ UCB

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has » A mission-mode programme for Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs).
launched Mission SAKSHAM, a
nationwide capacity-building
programme for Urban Cooperative
Banks (UCBs) to improve governance,
resilience, and professional standards » Delivered through both physical (classroom) and digital (e-learning)
across the sector. training modules.

» Aims to modernise cooperative banking while preserving its
community-focused character.

» Covers nearly 1.40 lakh participants across India.

OBJECTIVES OF MISSION SAKSHAM
/ » Strengthen managerial and operational capabilities within UCBs.
O » Improve governance standards, compliance culture and institutional resilience.
» Build professionally managed cooperative banks aligned with modern banking standards.

« Enhance risk management, digital adoption and customer service.

» Foster a sustainable ecosystem for long-term institutional strengthening.



WHO WILL BE TRAINED?

o0 A wide range of stakeholders
"‘ within Urban Cooperative Banks,
including:
* Board Members
« Senior Management
* Risk Officers
* Compliance Officers
* Audit Heads
e |T Staff and Employees
* Other key operational staff

Training will be through a
combination of classroom
sessions and e-learning
modules, with course material
available in regional languages
wherever possible.

ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE
* Mobilise savings and provide credit
to underserved urban and semi-
urban areas.

« Support MSMEs, retail trade,
housing finance and small
businesses.

* Promote financial inclusion

and local economic development.

» Strengthen the cooperative
movement and community
participation in finance.

COLLABORATIVE SECTOR-WIDE APPROACH
@\ Mission SAKSHAM has been designed in consultation

with:

* Umbrella organisation of cooperative banking sector

* National-level cooperative federations

* State-level cooperative federations

This ensures that training reflects the real needs of the
sector and supports long-term institutional strengthening

across the country.

EXAM BACKGROUND: COOPERATIVE BANKING IN INDIA
« Cooporative banking in India has a long and nich history dating back

'l 10 the early 20th century

« First cooperative credit societies were established under the

Cooperative Crodit Societies Act, 1904,
e The sector includes:
- Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs)
- State Cooperative Banks (StCBs)
~ District Central Cooperative Banks (DCCBs)
- Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS)

* UCBs were brought under RBI regulation w.ef. 1966

A CHALLENGES FACING UCBs
* Weak governance and lack of
professional management,
« High NPAs and inadequate risk
management systems.

+ Limited technology adoption and
digital infrastructure.

» Compliance gaps and regulatory
complexities.

+ Competition from commercial banks,
NBFCs and digital lenders.

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR EXAMS

g = ¢ Urban Cooperative Banks are
o o= regulated by RBI for banking
: =5 operations and by state

W — cooperative laws for

management aspects.

+ RBI was established on
April 1, 1935, under the
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.

« NUCFDC (National Urban
Cooperative Finance and
Development Corporation)
provides umbrella support
to UCBs.

« Cooperative banks mainly serve
local communities and small
businesses with a member-
owned structure.

MISSION SAKSHAM: EXPECTED IMPACT

Stronger governance and transparency.
Better compliance with regulatory norms.

Improved service delivery and customer
trust,

Enhanced financial stability and risk
management.

Future-ready UCBs capable of leveraging
technology and innovation,

Contributes to 'Sahakar se Samriddhi’
(prosperity through cooperation).



BANGLADESH NEARS NUCLEAR POWER
WITH ROOPPUR PLANT

April 29, 2026 | Current Affairs Today - Latest Current Affairs 2026-2027

WHY IN NEWS? KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Bangladesh has entered the final stage before nuclear Uranium fuel loading started at Unit-1.

power generation as uranium fuel loading began at » Final stage before trial electricity generation.

Unit-1 of the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant. This is a * Around 300 MW electricity may be supplied to the national grid on a
historic milestone in the country's energy sector. trial basis by August 2026.

* Full-scale commercial generation expected within 10 months after
successful testing.

ABOUT ROOPPUR NUCLEAR POWER PLANT SIGNIFICANCE
9 Location: Rooppur, Pabna District, "é;,}) Units: 2 Units * Bangladesh will become the 33rd country in the world to generate
Bangladesh nuclear power.
- A Capacity: 1,200 MW per unit * Will meet around 10-12% of Bangladesh's total electricity demand
B Project: Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant once fully operational.
Total Installed Capacity:
./'"i 2?4;0 :ASW ool e * Reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels.
O Implemented by: Bangladesh Atomic - . W » Strengthens energy security and ensures stable long-term power
Energy Commission (BAEC) e Estimated Cost: ~$12.65 billion supply.
(approx.) : aip
'@\ International Partner: Russia ” ~ o » Supports climate commitments by providing large-scale low-carbon
- (Rosatom - Russia’s state nuclear xpected Commercia electricity.

: Operation: 2026-27
corporation)



HISTORY & BACKGROUND

and energy needs.

Construction work formally began.

f ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE
=

and oil.

Ensures stable and cheaper electricity for
industries and households.

« Supports industrial growth, FDI attraction
and job creation.

« Strengthens energy infrastructure and
long-term economic development.

\ OB

’ ENVIRONMENT & SAFETY

* Ruclear power is a low-carbon
source of electricity.

» Strict safety protocols, modern
technology and international
standards are being followed.

* Radioactive waste management

and emergency preparedness
systems are in place.

Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission (BAEC) was established.

* Reduces dependence on imported coal, LNG

Bangladesh (then East Pakistan) started exploring nuclear energy for development

India-Bangladesh Power Relations

* India is a major power trade partner for Bangladesh. ~ /7

MoU signed with Russia for construction of a nuclear power plant at Rooppur.

Uranium fuel loading at Unit-1 marks the final pre-generation stage.

<. POLITY & GOVERNANCE

* Bangladesh imports electricity from India through -

the power grid.

The Rooppur project will strengthen Bangladesh's =
self-reliance in power and may reduce import

dependence in the future.

« The project is managed by Bangladesh Atomic
Energy Commission (BAEC) under the

Ministry of Science and Technology.

¢ Approved by the government as part of
Bangladesh's long-term energy policy.

* Subject to regulatory oversight for

safety,

security and environmental compliance.

¢ Strengthens Bangladesh's strategic
autonomy in the energy sector.

CHALLENGES

High initial capital cost and loan dependency.

Safety and security concerns (earthquakes,
floods, terrorism).

Need for skilled manpower and advanced
technology.

Public awareness and radiation safety
concerns.

INTERNATIONAL & DIPLOMATIC ASPECTS
* Implemented with Russia's support through
Rosatom.

» Reflects strong Bangladesh—Russia strategic
partnership.

» Enhances regional energy cooperation in
South Asia.

* Important for Bangladesh’s diplomatic
standing and technological collaboration.

EXAM RELEVANCE (GS PAPER)

LL]-

GS Paper 1 - Geography: Locations, physical features
and natural resources.

GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance: Role of BAEC,
science & technology policy.

GS Paper 3 - Economy: Energy security, infrastructure
development, international trade.

GS Paper 3 - Environment: Climate change, low-carbon
energy sources,

GS Paper 2 - International Relations: India-Bangladesh
relations, Russia ties,



POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTIONS

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.
Q4.

Q5.

Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant is located in which country?

(a) India (b} Bangladesh (e} Nepal (d) Sri Lanka
Which country is assisting Bangladesh in the construction of the

Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant?

(a] China (b} mercania (c) Japan (d) LSA
What is the total installed capacity of the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant?

(a) 1,200 MW (b) 2,400 MW (c) 4,800 MW (d) 6,000 MW

Which organisation 15 responsible for impiemerting the Rooppur
Muclear Power Plant in Bangladesh?

(a) NPCIL (b) Rosatom (c) BAEC (d) JAEA
Muclear power is considerad a low-carbon source of energy because it:
(@) Produces more carbon (b) Uses fossil fuels

(c) Emits very low greenhouse gases (d) Depends on coal



FRANCE SETS 2050 DEADLINE

TO END FOSSIL FUELS

April 29, 2026 | Current Affairs Today - Latest Current Affairs 2026-2027

WHY IN NEWS? KEY HIGHLIGHTS

France has unveiled a detailed roadmap to * France will phase out coal by 2030, oil by 2045, and gas by 2050.
phase out fossil fuels by 2050, becoming one
of the first countries to set legally binding
deadlines to end the use of coal, oil and gas.
The plan was announced at the International

* Itis a comprehensive roadmap integrating climate and energy targets.

* Aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 5% annually
(2024-2028) and achieve carbon neutrality by 2050,

Conference on the Just Transition Away from * Focus on nuclear energy, electrification of transport and heating,
Fossil Fuels in Santa Marta, Colombia. and global clean energy support.
TIMELINE: FRANCE'S FOSSIL FUEL PHASE-OUT PLAN WHY THIS PLAN IS UNIQUE?

2030 End of coal use. * Unlike net-zero pledges, France's plan sets a clear end date for

/ fossil fuel use.
2045 + End of oil use (®)

* Focuses on real economy-wide transformation, not just emissions targets.

L L

Reduce GHG

@ @

2050 +© End of gas use. N » Described by experts as a "first mover” roadmap.
emissions by
5% annually » Provides clarity for investors, industries and global climate dip! :
2050 & Achieve carbon newtrality. e el rovides clarity for investors, industries and global climate diplomacy
BACKGROUND & HISTORY ABOUT FRANCE'S ENERGY MIX (2024) ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE

o Oil Cnsis: France invested in nuclear energy Reduces dependence on imported

i
2,

for energy security B Nuclear

fossil fuels and improves energy security.
Expansion of nuclear power under the

4

B Renewables : o :
Boosts green industries, innovation

and job creation.

‘Messmer Plan’
. Fossil Fuels
¢ France became a leader in low-carbon

electricity Others

Supports sustainable economic growth
Played a key role in negotiating the and competitiveness.

Paris Agreement

Long-term savings on fuel imports
and climate-related damages.

¢ France gets ~65% of its electricity from nuclear power.

Y

¢ Announces first-of-its-kind roadmap to
end fossil fuel use by 2050 * One of the lowest carbon intensity grids in the world

N0



POLICY & GOVERNANCE ASPECTS

Roadmap aligned with France's
Climate & Resilience Law.

Regular monitoring, transparent
reporting and public accountability.
Strong state role in energy planning
and infrastructure.

Supports Just Transition ensuring
social fairness & worker retraining.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

&

» Significant reduction in greenhouse

gas emissions.

* Improves air quality and public health.
¢ Protects biodiversity and ecosystems.

* Reinforces global goal of limiting

warming to 1.5°C,

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR EXAMS

* France is Europe's second-largest economy.
« First major country to set legally binding deadline to end all fossil fuels,

¢ Hosts major climate diplomacy forums and contributes to global climate finance.

GLOBAL CONTEXT

INTERNATIONAL & DIPLOMATIC

’%@\ Strengthens France’s leadership in

CHALLENGES AHEAD

b

» High transition costs and infrastructure
investments.

IMPORTANCE

global climate action.

Supports Paris Agreement and

COP process. * Managing public acceptance and
enerqy affordability.

Encourages other nations to adopt
¢ Phase-out of gas-dependent

clear phase-out timelines.

AT

Promotes climate justice and industries

equitable energy transition. * Global coordination and technology
transfer needed.

COP30 (2025) was held in Brazil (Belém).
Tuvalu is among the most vulnerable to sea-level rise.
Carbon neutrality = Net-zero emissions.

* Many countries have net-zero targets (e.g., UK 2050, EU 2050, China 2060), but France is first to target phase-out of fossil fuels.
» Fossil fuel phase-out is crucial to keep global warming within 1.5°C,
* The roadmap was welcomed by climate-vulnerable nations during Santa Marta conference.

PLAM LI LERN LI A AL AW Aam

BUPLILIIAL AN LI A AL AW B Aa



MCQs - PRACTICE

Q1. Which country has set a target to end all fossil fuel
use by 20507

A. Germany B. France
C. Japan D. India
Q2. France plans to phase out:
1. Coal by 2030
2. Oil by 2045
3. Gas by 2050
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. 1and 2 only B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 3 only D.1,2and3

Q3. GHG emissions reduction target set by France for
2024-2028 is:
A. 3% annually B. 5% annually
C. 7% annually D. 10% annually

Q4. COP30 will be held in which country?

A. India B. Brazil C. Egypt D. UAE

PREVIOUS YEAR RELATED MCQs
(UPSC Prelims 2023)
Q. Consider the following statements about the Paris Agreement:
1. It aims to limit global warming well below 2°C.
2. It is legally binding on all countries.
3. India is a signatory to it.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1and 3 only B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 2 only D.1,2and 3
(UPSC Prelims 2022)

Q. Consider the following about carbon neutrality;
1. It is achieved when greenhouse gas emissions released to the
atmosphere are balanced by removals.
2. It means zero emissions of CO, from fossil fuels,
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A.lonly B.2only C. Bothland2  D. Neither 1nor2

PREVIOUS YEAR RELATED MCQs

(UPSC Prelims 2021)
Q. With reference to the COP-26 climate summit, consider

the following statements:

1. It was held in Glasgow. Scotland.

2. The theme was ‘Together for Our Planet’.

3. It aimed to finalize the Paris Rulebook.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1and 2 only B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 3 only D.1,2and3
(UPSC Prelims 2019)

Q. Consider the following statements:
1. Emission of methane contributes more to global warming
than carbon dioxide.
2. Methane emissions can be reduced by adopting organic
farming practices.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.lonly B.2only C. Bothland2 D. Neither 1 nor 2



THE DAILY QUIZ
Adolf Hitler died on this day in 1945. A quiz on the dictator of Germ

Radhika Santhanam

A

QUESTION 1

What word meaning ‘guide’ in German was used to refer to
Hitler?

A

QUESTION 2

In 1923, Hitler attempted to pull off a coup and overthrow
the Weimar Republic; the attempt landed him in prison.
What was it called?

[\

QUESTION 3

What is the name of the totalitarian dictatorship set up by
Hitler from 1933 to 1945?

A

QUESTION 4

In 1936, the Nazi regime used this international sporting
event for propaganda. It wasn’t held again until 1948.

Which event was this, and what event caused its delay? Y

(N Visual Question:

QUESTION 5 If you’re a Harry Potter fan, you would have heard of the Chamber of Secrets. But
The Axis Alliance was formed between Hitler, Mussolini, have you heard of the Chamber of Horrors? This statue is found in which

and another leader. Name him. museum’s chamber of horrors?

CM D )



Word of the day

Esoteric:
confined to and understandable by only an
enlightened inner circle

Synonymes: obscure, difficult, complex

Usa g€ The book uses esoteric terms that
most readers don’t understand.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/esoteric

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [esater1k/

R

Word of the day

Formidable:
inspiring fear

Synonyms: redoubtable, unnerving

Usage: the army faced a formidable enemy
on difficult terrain.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/3nYFYA/
formidable

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fomidabal/
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