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Parameter English ह िंदी

Relationship upgraded
Strategic Partnership → Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership
रणनीहिक साझेदारी → व्यापक रणनीतिक साझेदारी

Significance
Upgrade comes on the 15th anniversary of the 

Strategic Partnership
रणनीहिक साझेदारी की 15वी ीं वर्षगाींठ पर सिंबंिंों िं का

उन्नयन

Trade target $5 billion annually by 2030 2030 िक $5 तितियन वातर्षक व्यापार का लक्ष्य

Current trade
Bilateral trade has crossed roughly $1 billion; 

Uzbek data put 2024 trade at $980.4 million
हिपक्षीय व्यापार लगभग $1 तितियन से अतिक; उजे्बक

आँकड िं के अनुसार 2024 में $980.4 तितियन

Uranium
Progress on a long-term uranium supply 

arrangement from Uzbekistan
उजे्बहकस्तान से दीर्षकातिक यूरेतनयि आपूतिष व्यवस्था

पर प्रगहि

Critical minerals
Cooperation in geological exploration, mining, 

processing, value addition and recycling
भूवैज्ञाहनक अने्वषण, खनन, प्रसिंस्करण, मूल्य सिंवोंधन व

पुनर्धक्रण में स य ग

Defence
Direct linkages, co-development and co-

production between defence industries
रक्षा उद्य ग िं के बंीर् सीोंा सिंपकध , सह-तवकास व सह-

उत्पादन



UPI
NIPL–NIPC commercial agreement to 

enable Indian UPI apps to scan UZQR
भारिीय UPI ऐप से उजे्बहकस्तान के UZQR क 

सै्कन कर भुगिान की हदशा में समझौिा

Aral Sea
India announced a $1 million grant for 

afforestation/environmental rehabilitation
अरल सागर के्षत्र में वनीकरण/पयाधवरण पुनवाधस  ेिु
$1 तितियन अनुदान

Buddhist heritage
Restoration/conservation of Fayaz Tepa 

and Kara Tepa Buddhist sites
फयाज़ टेपा और कारा टेपा बंौद्ध स्थल िं का

सिंरक्षण एविं पुनरुद्धार

Institutional 

mechanism

A Foreign Ministers-led mechanism will 

oversee cooperation
स य ग की हनगरानी  ेिु तवदेश िींतिय ीं के नेिृत्व

वािा िींि

Joint Commission
Inter-Governmental Commission to be 

raised to ministerial level
अिंिर-सरकारी आय ग क िींतिस्तरीय स्तर िक

उन्नि हकया जाएगा

Education/culture
Lal Bahadur Shastri Hindi scholarships + 

ICCR Sanskrit Chair in Tashkent
लाल बं ादुर शास्त्री ह िंदी छात्रवृहि + िाशकिं द में
ICCR सिंसृ्कि पीठ





Geography English ह िंदी

Region Central Asia मध्य एहशया

Capital Tashkent िाशकीं द

Neighbours
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Afghanistan and Turkmenistan
कजाखस्तान, हकहगधस्तान, िाहजहकस्तान, 

अफगाहनस्तान और िुकध मेहनस्तान

China border? ❌ No ❌ र्ीन से सीमा नही ीं लगिी

India border? ❌ No direct border ❌ भारि से सीोंी सीमा न ी िं

Special feature
Uzbekistan is double-landlocked — all 

its neighbours are themselves landlocked

उजे्बहकस्तान द हरा स्थिरुद्ध (Double-

landlocked) देश  ै—इसके सभी पड सी भी

स्थलरुद्ध  ैं

Major desert Kyzylkum Desert तकतज़िकुि िरुस्थि

Important rivers Amu Darya & Syr Darya अिू दररया और तसर दररया

Environmental issue
Aral Sea shrinkage is one of the world's 

major ecological crises
अरि सागर का तसकुड़ना हवश्व की प्रमुख

पयाधवरणीय समस्याओिं में से एक

Strategic position
Located near Afghanistan and at the 

heart of Central Asia
अफगाहनस्तान के हनकट और मध्य एहशया के

कें द्र में स्थस्थि



Period/Event English ह िंदी

Ancient period
India and Central Asia were connected through 
ancient trade routes including Uttarapatha

भारि और मध्य एहशया प्रार्ीन व्यापार मागों, 
हवशेषकर उिरापथ, से जुडे थे

Buddhism
Buddhism spread into Central Asia along Silk 
Road networks

हसल्क र ड के माध्यम से बंौद्ध ोंमध मध्य एहशया िक

पहँर्ा

Kushan connection
Kushan domains historically connected parts of 
Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent

कुषाण साम्राज्य ने मध्य एहशया और भारिीय

उपम ािीप के के्षत्र िं क ज डा

Babur
Babur was born in Andijan, in present-day 
Uzbekistan

बंाबंर का जन्म अिंदीजान, विधमान उजे्बहकस्तान में

हआ था

Mughal connection
Central Asia consequently occupies an important 
place in Mughal history

इसहलए मुगल इहि ास में मध्य एहशया का हवशेष

म त्व  ै

Silk Road
Uzbekistan's cities formed important centres of 
historic Silk Road commerce and cultural 
exchange

उजे्बहकस्तान के नगर ऐहि ाहसक हसल्क र ड व्यापार

व सािंसृ्कहिक आदान-प्रदान के म त्वपूणध कें द्र थे

Buddhist sites today
India will cooperate in restoration of Fayaz Tepa 
& Kara Tepa

भारि फयाज़ टेपा व कारा टेपा के सिंरक्षण में स य ग

करेगा

Lal Bahadur Shastri
Former PM Lal Bahadur Shastri died in Tashkent 
in 1966, after the Tashkent Declaration

पूवध PM लाल बं ादुर शास्त्री का 1966 में िाशकिं द में

हनोंन हआ, िाशकिं द समझौिे के बंाद



Point English ह िंदी

Why uranium?

Fuel security for India's 

expanding civilian nuclear 

programme

भारि के बंढ़िे असैन्य परमाणु

कायधक्रम के हलए ईिंोंन सुरक्षा

Why Uzbekistan?
Uzbekistan is an important 

uranium-producing country
उजे्बहकस्तान म त्वपूणध यूरेहनयम

उत्पादक देश  ै

Earlier arrangement

A 2019 contract provided for 

supply of 1,100 MT natural 

uranium concentrate 

through 2026

2019 के अनुिींि में 2026 िक
1,100 MT प्राकृतिक यूरेतनयि

कीं सींटर ेट की आपूहिध

New development

Both countries are working 

toward a new/long-term 

framework

द न िं देश नई/दीर्धकाहलक आपूहिध

व्यवस्था की हदशा में आगे बंढ़ र े  ैं

Strategic benefit
Reduces dependence on a 

limited number of suppliers
सीहमि आपूहिधकिाधओिं पर हनभधरिा

र्टिी  ै

Nuclear target connection

Supports India's broader 

Nuclear Energy Mission and 

energy-security goals

भारि के परमाणु ऊजाध हमशन व

ऊजाध सुरक्षा लक्ष्य िं क समथधन



Aspect Importance

🌍 Geography Heart of Central Asia; proximity to Afghanistan

☢️ Energy Uranium and nuclear fuel security

⛏️ Resources Critical and strategic minerals

💰 Economy Large untapped trade potential; $5 bn target

🛡️ Security
Counter-terrorism, extremism and defence 
cooperation

🚢 Connectivity Important for India's access to landlocked Central Asia

📱 Technology UPI, DPI, AI, cybersecurity, IT cooperation

🏛️ History Silk Road, Buddhism, Babur, Tashkent

🌳 Environment Aral Sea restoration

🎓 Soft power
Yoga, Hindi, Sanskrit, education and Indian 
universities

🌐 Geopolitics Helps deepen India's strategic footprint in Eurasia



Q. Consider the following statements regarding India–Uzbekistan 
relations:
1. India and Uzbekistan elevated their relationship to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2026.
2. The two countries have set a bilateral trade target of $5 billion by 
2030.
3. Uzbekistan shares land borders with both Afghanistan and China.
4. India and Uzbekistan are members of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO).
5. India announced a $1 million grant for 
afforestation/environmental rehabilitation in the Aral Sea region.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. 1, 2 and 4 only
B. 1, 2, 4 and 5 only
C. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only
D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5







Parameter English ह िंदी

Rules
Legal Metrology (Indian Standard 
Time) Rules, 2026

हवहोंक मापहवज्ञान (भारिीय मानक

समय) हनयम, 2026

Notified 27 August 2026 27 अगस्त 2026

Parent Act Legal Metrology Act, 2009 हवहोंक मापहवज्ञान अहोंहनयम, 2009

Power used Section 52 of Legal Metrology Act
हवहोंक मापहवज्ञान अहोंहनयम की ोंारा

52

Nodal Department Department of Consumer Affairs उपभ क्ता मामले हवभाग

Objective
One common official time reference 
across India

पूरे भारि में एक समान आहोंकाररक

समय सिंदभध

Implementation 180 days after Gazette publication राजपत्र प्रकाशन के 180 हदन बंाद

Initiative One Nation, One Time एक राष्ट्र , एक समय

Official reference Indian Standard Time — IST भारिीय मानक समय — IST



2. What exactly changes? / वास्तव िें क्या िदिेगा?
IST becomes the common time reference for legal, administrative, 
commercial and other official purposes. 

The purpose is not merely that everyone's clock shows the same 
hour; it is to ensure that critical digital systems have a traceable, 
accurate and synchronised Indian timing source.



Sector Why accurate IST matters / सटीक IST क् िं जरूरी?

🏦 Banking Correct transaction timestamps / लेन-देन का स ी समय

💳 UPI & digital payments Accurate sequencing and settlement / स ी क्रम व सेटलमेंट

🚆 Railways Scheduling and network coordination / समय-सारणी व नेटवकध समन्वय

✈️ Airports Precise transport coordination / सटीक पररव न समन्वय

📡 Telecom Network synchronisation / नेटवकध हसिंक्र नाइजेशन

🌐 Internet & computers Server/network timestamps / सवधर व नेटवकध टाइमसै्टम्प

⚡ Power grid
Grid synchronisation and event analysis / हिड हसिंक्र नाइजेशन व र्टना

हवशे्लषण

🏛️ Government records
Reliable legal and administrative records / हवश्वसनीय कानूनी व

प्रशासहनक ररकॉडध

🚨 Emergency services
Coordination of time-critical operations / समय-सिंवेदनशील सेवाओिं का

समन्वय

📈 Financial markets Precise trade timestamps / टर ेड का सटीक टाइमसै्टम्प







Fact English ह िंदी

Standard Meridian 82°30′ E (82.5° E) 82°30′ पूवध देशािंिर

IST UTC + 5 hours 30 minutes UTC से 5 र्िंटे 30 हमनट आगे

Reference longitude 82°30′ E 82°30′ पूवध

Associated location
Standard Meridian passes near 
Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh

मानक मध्याह्न रेखा हमजाधपुर, उिर

प्रदेश के पास से गुजरिी  ै

1° longitude ≈ 4 minutes time difference ≈ 4 हमनट समय अिंिर

15° longitude ≈ 1 hour ≈ 1 र्िंटा

Daylight Saving Time India does not normally use DST
भारि सामान्यिः DST का प्रय ग न ी िं

करिा

Maintained by
CSIR–National Physical Laboratory 
(NPL), New Delhi

CSIR–राष्ट्र ीय भौहिक प्रय गशाला, नई

हदल्ली



Period English ह िंदी

Ancient India
Sophisticated astronomical 
traditions existed for measuring 
time

प्रार्ीन भारि में समय मापन की

हवकहसि खग लीय परिंपरा थी

British period
Different local/regional times were 
used, including Bombay Time and 
Calcutta Time

हिहटश काल में बंॉमे्ब टाइम और

कलकिा टाइम जैसे अलग स्थानीय

समय प्रय ग   िे थे

Railways
Expansion of railways created a 
strong need for standardised time

रेलवे के हवस्तार ने एक समान समय

की आवश्यकिा बंढ़ाई

1906
IST became established around the 
82°30′ E standard meridian

लगभग 82°30′ E मानक मध्याह्न पर

IST स्थाहपि हआ

Post-Independence
IST continued as India's national 
standard time

स्वििंत्रिा के बंाद IST राष्ट्र ीय मानक

समय बंना र ा

Modern era
Atomic clocks and 
satellite/network technologies 
enable much greater precision

परमाणु र्हडयाँ िथा उपि /नेटवकध

िकनीक अत्यहोंक सटीक समय

उपलब्ध करािी  ैं

2026

Legal Metrology (IST) Rules create 
a formal nationwide framework for 
generation, dissemination, 
synchronisation and traceability

2026 के हनयम समय के उत्पादन, 
प्रसार, हसिंक्र नाइजेशन व टर ेसहबंहलटी

 ेिु औपर्ाररक राष्ट्र ीय ढाँर्ा बंनािे  ैं



Parameter Details

Technology White Rabbit Technology

Purpose
Highly accurate network time 
synchronisation

Location of demonstration RRSL Bengaluru

Commissioned July 2026

Initiative One Nation, One Time

Tested sectors
Banking, telecom, power, transport, 
digital governance

Another demonstration
Secure IST dissemination between RRSL 
Bengaluru and NSE Chennai

Participants
CSIR-NPL, ISRO, SEBI, NSE, BSNL and 
others



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Legal 
Metrology (Indian Standard Time) Rules, 2026:
1. The Rules establish IST as the common time reference for legal, 
administrative and commercial purposes across India.
2. Indian Standard Time is maintained by the CSIR–National Physical 
Laboratory.
3. IST is derived by adding 5 hours and 30 minutes to UTC(NPLI).
4. White Rabbit Technology is India's indigenous satellite navigation 
constellation.
5. The Rules come into force 180 days after publication in the 
Official Gazette.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. 1, 2 and 3 only
B. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
C. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only
D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5







Point English ह िंदी

Supreme Court ruling

On 11 March 2026, the Supreme 
Court ruled on how the creamy-
layer principle should be applied to 
children of government employees

11 मार्ध 2026 क सुप्रीम क टध ने

सरकारी कमधर्ाररय िं के बंच् िं पर क्रीमी

लेयर हसद्धािंि लागू करने के िरीके पर

हनणधय हदया

Main issue
Whether parents' income alone 
can determine creamy-layer status

क्ा केवल मािा-हपिा की आय के

आोंार पर क्रीमी लेयर िय की जा

सकिी  ै?

Court's position

Income cannot mechanically be 
treated as the sole criterion; 
parental status/category of 
employment is crucial

केवल आय क यािंहत्रक रूप से एकमात्र

आोंार न ी िं बंनाया जा सकिा; मािा-
हपिा की सेवा-स्थस्थहि/पद म त्वपूणध  ै

Retrospective issue
Government is concerned about 
reopening OBC certificates issued 
in previous years

सरकार पुराने वषों में जारी OBC 
प्रमाणपत्र िं की पुनः जाँर् क लेकर

हर्िंहिि  ै

Centre's action
DoPT sought a 
clarification/modification of the 
ruling

DoPT ने फैसले पर

स्पष्ट्ीकरण/सिंश ोंन माँगा

Why important?
Potentially affects recruitment, 
OBC-NCL certificates and 
reservation eligibility

भिी, OBC-NCL प्रमाणपत्र और

आरक्षण पात्रिा पर प्रभाव पड सकिा

 ै



Year Development Exam significance

1953
First Backward Classes Commission — Kaka 
Kalelkar Commission

Article 340

1979
Second Backward Classes Commission — B.P. 
Mandal Commission

Major turning point

1980 Mandal Commission submitted report Recommended reservation for OBCs

1990
V.P. Singh government announced 
implementation of 27% OBC reservation in 
central government employment

Triggered major political/legal controversy

1991
Modified government order introduced an 
economic preference/exclusion dimension

Led to litigation

1992 Indra Sawhney v. Union of India Landmark judgment

1993
DoPT issued detailed creamy-layer exclusion 
criteria

Operational framework

2004
Clarification regarding treatment of 
income/salary in applying criteria

Important to present controversy

2017 Income ceiling revised to ₹8 lakh per annum Current article's referenced threshold

2018
102nd Constitutional Amendment gave 
constitutional status to NCBC

Article 338B etc.

2021
105th Constitutional Amendment 
clarified/restored States' power regarding their 
own SEBC lists

Important federalism connection

2026
Supreme Court ruling creates renewed debate 
over income test and service status

Current affairs



Issue Supreme Court position

27% OBC reservation ✅ Broadly upheld

Creamy layer Must be excluded from backward-class reservation

Basis
Socially advanced sections should not continue taking 
benefits meant for backward sections

Reservation ceiling Ordinarily 50%

Article involved Primarily Article 16(4)

Reservation in promotion under Art. 16(4)
Court held Art. 16(4), as then understood, did not 
provide reservation in promotions

Economic criteria alone for backwardness ❌ Cannot by itself define a backward class



Category Broad consideration

Constitutional posts Certain high constitutional positions

Government services
Group A/Class I and specified Group 
B/Class II situations

PSUs/banks/insurance etc. Equivalent/comparable posts

Armed Forces Specified senior ranks

Professional/private sector
Income/wealth criteria become 
particularly relevant

Property/wealth Specified property/wealth considerations



Government concern Explanation

Retrospective effect
Could old OBC-NCL certificates need 
reconsideration?

Recruitment What happens to candidates already selected?

Uniform implementation
Different departments may interpret criteria 
differently

Pending cases Numerous recruitment disputes could be affected

Administrative burden
Reopening historical certificates could be 
extremely difficult

Private-sector equivalence
Government says comparable/equivalent posts 
are difficult to determine uniformly

Certainty
Government wants prospective, clear 
implementation



Parameter OBC Reservation EWS Reservation

Basic idea
Social & educational 
backwardness

Economic weakness

Major constitutional provisions Arts. 15(4), 15(5), 16(4) Arts. 15(6), 16(6)

Central quota 27% 10%

Creamy layer Yes, for OBC reservation Different eligibility framework

Landmark historical case Indra Sawhney
Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of India 
(2022)

Constitutional amendment for 
EWS

— 103rd Amendment, 2019



Case Year Importance

M.R. Balaji v. State of Mysore 1963 Early reservation jurisprudence

State of Kerala v. N.M. Thomas 1976 Equality and affirmative action

⭐ Indra Sawhney v. Union of 
India

1992
OBC creamy layer + ordinarily 
50% ceiling

M. Nagaraj v. Union of India 2006
Reservation in promotion 
jurisprudence

Ashoka Kumar Thakur v. Union 
of India

2008
OBC reservation in educational 
institutions

Jarnail Singh v. Lachhmi Narain 
Gupta

2018
Important SC/ST promotion-
reservation jurisprudence

Jaishri Laxmanrao Patil 2021
Maratha reservation; 50% 
ceiling

Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of 
India

2022
Upheld 103rd 
Amendment/EWS reservation



Consider the following statements:
1. The expression “creamy layer” is explicitly defined in the 
original text of Article 16 of the Constitution.
2. The Supreme Court's Indra Sawhney judgment upheld the 
principle of excluding the creamy layer from OBC reservation.
3. A government employee earning more than ₹8 lakh annually 
necessarily makes his/her child creamy layer irrespective of the 
employee's service status.
4. Article 340 empowers the President to appoint a commission 
to investigate the conditions of backward classes.
Which are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only 
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2 and 4 only





Parameter English ह िंदी

Forex reserves $729.328 billion $729.328 हबंहलयन

Reference date Week ended 21 Aug 2026
21 अगस्त 2026 क समाप्त

सप्ता 

Status All-time high अबं िक का सवाधहोंक स्तर

Weekly increase +$12.422 billion +$12.422 हबंहलयन

Previous week $716.907 bn $716.907 हबंहलयन

Increase in 8 weeks About $63 billion लगभग $63 हबंहलयन

Approx. global position
Around 5th on the 
comparison shown

हदए गए िुलनात्मक आँकड िं में

लगभग 5वाँ

Russia ~$761.2 bn in the graphic ~$761.2 हबंहलयन

Gap with Russia Only about $31.9 bn केवल लगभग $31.9 हबंहलयन

Maintained/managed by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) भारिीय ररज़वध बंैंक

Former RBI Deputy Governor 
Michael Patra's suggested 
buffer

At least $1 trillion कम-से-कम $1 हटर हलयन









Benefit English ह िंदी

🛡️ External shock buffer
Protection against global 
financial shocks

वैहश्वक हविीय झटक िं से सुरक्षा

₹ Rupee stability
RBI has greater ability to 
intervene during excessive 
volatility

RBI रुपये में अत्यहोंक उिार-र्ढ़ाव

के समय  स्तके्षप कर सकिा  ै

🛢️ Import security
Helps pay for oil, gas, machinery 
etc.

िेल, गैस, मशीनरी आहद के आयाि

भुगिान में स ायिा

💳 External debt
Improves capacity to meet 
foreign-currency obligations

हवदेशी मुद्रा ऋण रु्काने की क्षमिा

बंढ़िी  ै

📉 Capital flight
Provides cushion during sudden 
foreign-capital outflow

अर्ानक पूिंजी बंह वाध के समय

सुरक्षा

🌍 Investor confidence
Strong reserve buffer reduces 
external vulnerability

मजबूंि भिंडार बंा री ज स्थखम र्टािा

 ै

⭐ Creditworthiness
Can improve perception of 
external solvency

बंा री भुगिान क्षमिा पर भर सा

बंढ़िा  ै

🚨 Crisis management
Gives policymakers room during 
geopolitical/financial crises

सिंकट के दौरान नीहि-हनमाधिाओिं क 

अहोंक गुिंजाइश











Thank you 


