Daily Current Affairs

N
momee ¥

op P* 5 g ; HC whip on

o o wde @ 3o e £ 3 )

T et ‘wemitea

bock s A S ooty o na fem bl A s B o ol a4 s ens
oru S, o e 3oifeck Faat o wis dores e o ey o g R e 00 oftowf 25

et = :
Lawlessness, disord
as protesters run ri

"
80 W TN 33 ot YN Pt e e N ey e
0 A 004 016 e e W S 7 e g & e e

eIndianEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

€52 new
g sopudatoe Dupter now ey Mod

Donald Trump calls Mc
friend’ lavishes praise or

-

(8 ]

®
i
W

S .

i

i
|
i

H‘jﬁ;i
ad
i

i

it}

-
-

SE e trail NiA
Juckyseanches in TN

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




4

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

o

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

1

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



Vimabay
Sopsiimiibne 3, J008
INTRRMATIONAL
ERTN
[

Y

A 20n

Faral infeoti

SYAYES 5 PARE 4

MALRCA I Veakiteal

VIANIIN

o Jwtie
Ehuadar
Th s Dol atios
wiunod and soptos ty all
nemabery, (neluding ndin

AMOERIE MR ORI CEIIALITIE
cladmn
two more In Kerala

wIATERAL

India hdz.
offered to cut
riffs:

WS AR A

tor un end to the 'cross-border movement’ of terrorsts

L LT
Clinese  Prosident Xi
i My Wl wluabed o

g o the tvneds of the
W iw
opening

v il big Gl
Weour™ in thw watd onder
" pon lendars

il Juw

|

wiilals

Thel Aliadown of Cold

anentaliny,  uliyiog,

dpang, wvd
allunges

W
are

v
la it te n.. T
Elws ik,

lﬂwv.-

1 their

DETION BUWEY
ks visles Jar

raln-affected arcas

WEWE - rAne &

CALL bum onnen

Carbon pricing

and taxes

Global accord Is critical

o ul&n lll('lhu(lh back
er

Eree) tran

OFIMION » PAGE B

O THE WA
ndin s
agalnst

3 g those of un

Oppose (errorism
"M Al NCO summit

[
AGKI O U iy

FRASIT Ly E1eae #roakdont m
seping, Me il tha % I

"
of the World

n "
T O

ntlon In trasde and &
“ftd aned chwatie gobil
M, sty skt
Iz it the world was un
derepsabing “preniin

1cal g

i
ot sl el

XA Wi w et dhe

W
Mon
ok il

TANCH iTLarive {Cen, ¢
104 o Countries to work
§fu 0 onenr e Jusk il
wauitable  global D“V"'

'
1

Smmaer ety o
Vit

Actionm,

nwu- 4\‘«!. o Al
A veualiny, .n»dn
"

i
W, peace il
akiai, wcivor -umu o peo-

iy

ahiamilid ok e akiatomd

unn.nm.l Budlylig 1o ales
that Pukivtan and Ar

iy ol thot

mnulv

1 M1 I ST

-»uummm. At Ch AL,
A st e
Grouping haa' decidud
o Hhe MANEES GV
o
umwn.' Darmar and b
e

e

A PAITIE GO
S0, taking  the
wirerueth of e sroaslig fe

SCO heads condemn Pahalgam terrorist attack

Declaration signed and sdopted by all members; it called

SR - A

rann
wes 185 goals
Karzakhstan

India jotned

Ly rael and the U,

T T T e

Vor e kbuy ey,
briohng thet an
e an

L.-:a |-| "

Akdng tote of tarnaty
ONEOINE War aea ol
T dadiakvishi INIEAAS

tn the to

Modi touts peace
as he meets Pudn

A
Patinve Ministes Harestrs Musk
et fh

ac1on,” e a
chn OM, SN IHUE e
Vomburs e barngwsd vinwe
reginrad ard ghobal
Wmrhn

Indlarn iiiation s
the  Cara

|
> mltles
w whvillan guspmati
v lave. tindla

mn the

wrilios by anil Al

L against foan, o member xtate, in june

b the strikes

LUt s
ber state, 1 Jur
sorded Tl
[l

v
At e
el

Jorn rwiterited
that the formution of an
Phasloive

i ottt ative
[T
welide

Toww wammsitles with
your, and an .-mm.umu vnn
| T e
Tk of K ) i
0 o Wi et
e alao sakd
group shoukd et
" o ey
pon s powsible,
it

From th
Ty ot

8 from Suha

Landstip loaves
two dead on the
Kedarnath route

EMRADU
B R e
- g

Wil twees peigrimy anel belt e
(st Wil heay raln
s potte

Earthquake Kkills over 800 and injures at least
2,800 in Afghanistan; rescue efforts under way

Vinneu-Frvass

Aual
NUMOAL

|

s SO0 pebiv
ot Inl\mn‘ W larwt 2500,
e oy T
Fhoh b6 Liiedol way, acsond

ke Wik Juot &
T ling

llullxlllun from  Kabul m

Thausands (wdioi anrest

Nawy b e w i

1
PG chuc
Flections are the

‘only alternative
for Bangladesh'

Ak
"

iy Beriatin e
PAanaen slertions wor

g Palis
vapiti, m.un.n....n m« -.»
w

Falilibat, ths L5 uwhu-
] Survey sk
sty et lon

y
Froayend Hiumien anid e
Vit W dngaaroct by Bokicop-
LT 1 VORI SPPEoaciie.
v

peration v

d AV,
w ]
could 1.
Arovnd KOO i
wers iilied and 3400 10
In o Kurar abises
the »ph.-.mu, Faiiban o
NN L

.
gl
ol a
ey

w
Wl
while

o o
with thelr bare Bismis, M
WETE T

Adghar
, ik Redmés wul-
awwabibe b oty

n

a1 - o

Dle due 10 rowd blockmgos ',
vy

e LN g

Wamide Pt
ook twinrly 20 ROFS af
var shie anr thetuake, dexpite

 thee
U W e
At uu--
abl w T

"
T Wa Mat nover s
nything like .‘-
nbe

four Ao Al
Tuve retismed 1o the coun
Fakiuta

They
s

ey
wiitod bl
Damiien b

g
Al nations
Volkddartey with 1
o Afichanistan ol
VIR earthguake thine

" oy e "

nen

il
ol Al Bt
e Loies XAV wikit

o wid “dowply sidsdoned
by the sl

Towe of Nig

Iy m. Ty i
Pecially W i lnmlu uu-l-

hra have
it 12 waitigiakes with
wrer han

v
ilan
molopist ar

1-'I o
mmm Geologion!

Will accept claims
on SIR until last day
of nominations: EC

A the K

HEW DL

il e LIMIIII-- lul ni-
[
the dran
il

T Wi
walh that wx por 1
wwedal tenive §iev
il ati

Gogriwnd 411k

Awmimbly

"
Hhowever, these claime.
W aveepined,  we .m ok
Wk 18 €0 e l b

. 0, b
WO s aclf ] A4 AOP
wrate aokditlons e

arlier, o the Tere
Cvurt which h-md | Dl
sl A
I l

e v

piktted It woniid

BECAT TUVIIOn Forme eV

Wiy the duadiine,  wnd

these wousd be fwirored
U

Asal Nist

court had alivady
o gaodd vt iy
acowp Aadhaar oF aiy of

Accor
1 released o Mo

Pwarly 47,000 aggl
B e Al

A
A0, BB oW vistary, whi
hve  wtralned 16 yuur
el Dr remistrn

skt

wanusd g

_AnDICatiens
huse boen Blcy (or
[ESUTTI ET PR TR

W Tl il punel §

Added I OF e 7,24 Cloie

wheiunn b e I-Iulll e
[

il rotle hive
ity docyimen
oninal 7.

v il
20 AL Moat clal

i
vhjectsons filod by polivkcal
Partiay, the ¥

Tor ©

Tnie o Incly
" " "

A0 ] gl s sl
LAAE wowk  Dugin teaing
notlcos to 9 whectons

owe I W i
tompla. and around 3
luki e have

alroindy Dl latiorl,
RO o

e
cakiing o
Wwhiere e aihar ity oxpst
VLY saten Lhe deaons e
ot W matalse, Hsiking B
16 thie evide 0, aied
applicable
" that tha aln Ik
not arbileeary .n.« coflucts
T rvaseni




“Don't waste your time with explanations: people only hear
what they want to hear.”

— Paulo Coelho



SCO heads condemn Pahalgam terrorist attack

Declaration signed and adopted by all members; it called I
for an end to the ‘cross-border movement’ of terrorists

Vi sh P. V
TIANJIN

he 10-member
T Shanghai Coopera-

tion Organisation
on Monday “strongly con-
demned” terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions, including the Pahal-
gam attack and the attacks
on Jaffer Express and
Khuzdar in Pakistan.

The Tianjin Declaration,
signed and adopted by all
members, including India,
Pakistan, and Russia,
called for an end to “cross-
border movement” of ter-
rorists. The declaration
reaffirmed the bloc’s “firm
commitment to fight
against terrorism, separa-
tism, and extremism”, and
stressed the inadmissibility
of attempts to use terrorist,
separatist, and extremist
groups for “mercenary
purposes”.

The member states also
opposed “unilateral coer-
cive measures, including
those of an economic na-
ture”, that contravene the
United Nations charter and
principles of the World
Trade Organization, in a
possible reference to the

U.S. tariffs.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who chaired the
meeting of the heads of the
member states, in his
opening remarks, criti-
cised the “bullying beha-
viour” in the world order
and called upon leaders to
“adhere to fairness and jus-
tice” while opposing * cold
war mentality”,

“The shadows of Cold
War mentality, bullying,
are not dissipating, and
there are new challenges
that are increasing, not di-
minishing,” said Mr. Xi,
who has often used the
term “cold war mentality”
to refer to the uncertain-
ties over the U.S, tariffs.

‘SCO plus’ meeting
The declaration at the sum-
mit, which focused on
strengthening the Global
South amid global uncer-
tainties in trade and a
“fluid and chaotic global
situation”, opened by stat-
ing that the world was un-
dergoing “profound histor-
ical changes that affect all
spheres of political, socio-
economic, and social rela-
tions”.

Mr. Xi, who chaired the

Oppose terrorism:
PM at SCO summit

TIANJIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asked whether “open support”
of terrorism by some countries
was acceptable, as he spoke at
the summit meet of the heads
of state of the SCO on Monday.
Addressing the meeting
chaired by Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Mr. Modi said the 'S’ in
SCO should also stand for
security, and mentioned the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack
that killed 26 civilians, “We
must jointly cppose terrorism
in all its forms and colours,
This is our duty towards
humanity,” he said. » PAGE 5

‘SCO plus’ meeting on
Monday afternoon, pro-
posed a Global Gover-
nance Initiative (GGI), call-
ing on countries to work in
concert for a more just and
equitable global gover-
nance system adhering to
sovereign equality, abiding
by international rule of
law, practicing multilater-
alism, advocating the peo-
ple-centered  approach,

They expressed their opposition to ‘unilateral coercive
measures, including those of an economic nature’

India joined nations in the grouping to condemn the strikes

by Israel and the U.S. against Iran, a member state, in June

Power point: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President
Viadimir Putin in Tianjin on Monday, Ani

and focusing on taking real
actions.

China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, briefing the press
on Monday night, said the
SCO encourages all coun-
tries to utilise UN mechan-
isms and multilateral ideals
and that global governance
should not be attained by
unilateral bullying. He also
said that Pakistan and Ar-
menia had announced de-

velopment of diplomatic
relationship at the summit.

Announcing that the
grouping has decided to
merge the statuses given to
non-member countries —
dialogue partner and ob-
server — to a single partner
status, Mr. Wang said that
Laos has been accepted as
a partner country of the
SCO, taking the total

strength of the grouping to

27 with 10 members and 17
partners.

Secretary-General of the
SCO, Nurlan Yermekbayev,
said at the briefing that an
agreement was made at
the summit to establish an
SCO development bank, a
long-term ambition of
Beijing.

Taking note of Israel’s
ongoing war on Gaza and
the catastrophic humani-

Modi touts peace
as he meets Putin

TIANJIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Monday and stressed
the need for a ceasefire in
Ukraine, Russian state media
reported that the leaders
spoke for almost an hour in the
vehicle before sitting down for
the meeting. “Had an excellent
meeting with President Putin...
Discussed ways to deepen
bilateral cooperation in all
sectors,” he said in a social
media post, adding that the
leaders "exchanged views on
regional and global
developments”. » PAGE 5

tarian situation engulfing
the Gaza Strip, all the
member states expressed
“deep concern” and
strongly condemned “ac-
tions that have led to
numerous casualties
among the civilian popula-
tion" in the enclave.India
also joined the fellow
members of the grouping
to strongly condemn the
strikes by Israel and the

U.S. against Iran, a mem-
ber state, in June that tar-
geted Tehran's nuclear
facilities,

The declaration also
took note of the political
situation in Afghanistan.
The members reiterated
that the formation of an
“inclusive  government
with broad participation of
representatives of all eth-
no-political groups” of the
society is the only way to
achieve lasting peace and
stability in Afghanistan. All
the member states, except
India, also reaffirmed their
support for China's Belt
and Road Initiative.

M. Xi, in his opening re-
marks, pledged to provide
¥2 billion in grants to mem-
ber countries within this
year, and an additional ¥10
billion in loan to member
banks of the SCO Interbank
Consortium over the next
three years. He also said
that the group should set
up an “SCO development
bank"” as soon as possible.

(The writer is in China at
an invitation from the Chi-

na Public  Diplomacy
Association.)

(With inputs from Suha-
sini Haider)



1. Condemnation of Terrorism

 The 10-member Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) strongly condemned terrorism in all
forms, including the Pahalgam terror attack (April 22, killed 6 civilians).
e Declaration called for an end to the “cross-border movement of terrorists”, targeting separatist and

extremist groups.

2. Tianjin Declaration

e Adopted unanimously by SCO members (India, China, Russia, Pakistan, etc.).
» Reaffirmed bloc's commitment to:
» Fight terrorism, separatism, extremism.
* Reject "mercenary purposes” of terror financing.
 Opposed "unilateral coercive measures” - implicit reference to U.S. tariffs on China and Russia.
e Supported inclusive government formation in Afghanistan with participation from all ethnic/political

groups.



3. China's Position (Xi Jinping)
« Xi criticized "bullying behaviour” in world order - reference to U.S. sanctions/tariffs.
« Called for fairness and justice in global governance.
* Pledged ¥2 billion in grants to SCO members + ¥10 billion SCO Development Bank fund.
» Reaffirmed support for China’'s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (India did not endorse).

4. India's Position (PM Modi)

 Modi emphasized “S" in SCO = Security, called for united stand against terrorism.

« Mentioned Pahalgam attack specifically as an example of cross-border terror.

» Highlighted need for joint global cooperation against terrorism in all forms.

» Stressed bilateral peace with Putin = discussed Ukraine ceasefire and deepening cooperation in

energy, trade, defence.



5. Geopolitical Dimensions

U.S. Tariffs & Cold War mentality - China, Russia
framed U.S. actions as unilateral bullying.

SCO’s position on Gaza war: condemned strikes by
Israel & U.S. on Iran (a member state).

Expansion of SCO: Pakistan & Armenia elevated
diplomatic roles; Laos admitted as a new partner.




e SCO Formation: Established in 2001 (Shanghai), aimed at security, regional stability,
economic cooperation.

* Members: India, China, Russia, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
lran.

* Observer/Dialogue Partners: Belarus, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Turkey, etc.
* Relevance for India:
* Provides platform to raise terrorism issue (esp. vis-a-vis Pakistan).

* Balancing act: India aligns with Russia, Central Asia while managing friction with
China & Pakistan.

* India has not endorsed BRI, citing sovereignty concerns (CPEC through PoK).



Expansion of SCO

Laos admitted as new partner, expanding SCO’s global reach.

SCO encourages UN mechanisms for global governance instead of unilateral measures.
6. Gaza Crisis and U.S.-Iran Tensions

SCO condemned Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iran (a member-state).

Called for inclusive government in Afghanistan.

Xi pledged ¥2 billion in grants and ¥10 billion loan fund to SCO members.



Earthquake kills over 800 and injures at least
2,800 in Afghanistan; rescue efforts under way

NURGAL

A strong earthquake and
multiple aftershocks col-
lapsed homes onto sleep-
ing families in a remote,
mountainous region in Af-
ghanistan on Monday, kill-
ing more than 800 people
and injuring at least 2,800.

A massive rescue opera-
tion is underway, accord-
ing to the Taliban authori-
ties. The 6.0-magnitude
earthquake struck just be-
fore midnight, rattling
buildings from Kabul to
neighbouring  Pakistan’s
capital, Islamabad. The ep-
icentre was about 27 km off
Jalalabad, the US. Geologi-
cal Survey said.

Destruction swept
across at least five provine-
es and rescuers were still
pulling people from des-
troyed homes and evacuat-
Ing the injured by helicop-
ter as evening approached,

“The search operation is
still going on. Many people
are stuck under the rubble
of their roofs,” the disaster
management head in east-
ern Kunar province, Ehsa-
nullah Ehsan, told AFP,
warning the death toll
could rise.

Around 800 people
were killed and 2,500 in-
jured in Kunar alone, near
the epicentre, Taliban go-
vernment spokesman Za-
bihullah Mujahid said.

Another 12 people were
killed and 255 injured in
neighbouring Nangarhar
province, while 58 people
were Injured In Laghman

ce,

In Wadir village in Ku-
nar's Nurgal district, do-
zens of residents of the sur-

B Y

rounding area helped
rescuers to pull people
from the rubble of flat-
tened homes, sometimes
with their bare hands. Ma-
ny injured were transport-
ed to hospitals in Jalalabad

city in Nangarhar
province,
‘Fear and tension’

Relatively shallow quakes
can cause more damage,
espedially since the majori-
ty of Aighans live in low-
rise, mud-brick homes vul-
nerable to collapse.

Some of the most se-
verely impacted villages in
Kunar “remain Inaccessi-
ble due to road blockages”,
the UN migration agency

A )

warned in a statement to
AFP,

Roads remained
blocked nearly 20 hours af-
ter the earthquake, despite
resident efforts to clear the
way.

“There is a lot of fear
and tension... Children
and women were scream-
ing. We had never expe-
rienced anything like this
in our lives,” a member of
the agricultural depart-
ment In Nurgal ljaz Ulhaq
Yaad said.

He added that many liv-
ing in quake-hit villages
were among the more than
four million Afghans who
have returned to the coun-
try from Iran and Pakistan

(

in recent years. “They
wanted to build their
homes here.”

Nangarhar and Kunar
provinces border Pakistan,
with the Torkham crossing
the site of many waves of
Afghan returnees deported
or forced to leave, often
with no work and nowhere
to go.

Pope expresses grief
UN chief Antonio Guterres
added his condolences 10
those shared by the Tali-
ban government and sever-
al nations. “1 stand in full
solidarity with the people
of Afghanistan after the de-
vastating earthquake that
hit the country earlier to-
R |

day," he said.

In a post shared by the
Vatican, Pope Leo XIV said
he was “deeply saddened
by the significant loss of life
caused by the earthquake
in the area of eastern
Afghanistan®.

Afghanistan is frequent-
ly hit by earthquakes, es-
pecially in the Hindu Kush
mountain range, near the
junction of the Eurasia and

Since 1900, there have
been 12 earthquakes with
magnitudes greater than
seven In northeast Afghan-
istan, according to Brian
Baptie, a seismologist at
the British Geological
Survey.

4 N




EARTHQUAKE

Deadly earthquakes in Afghanistan

Afghanistan sits in one of the most seismically active zones on Earth, with the
Hindu Kush a hotspot due to powerful surface faults and deep plate movements.
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AFGHANISTAN

Powerful earthquake kills hundreds

At least 1,000 killed and more than 1,500 injured after a huge earthquake hits
southeastern Afghanistan.

p The magnitude

5.9

earthquake
struck about
44km (27 miles)
from the city of
Khost, near the
Pakistan border,
at a depth of
51km (31 miles)

p At least

1,000

people killed

More than

1,500

people injured

9







1. Event Overview

* A 6.0 magnitude earthquake struck eastern Afghanistan (near Jalalabad, ~27 km away).
e Time: Shortly before midnight.
o Casualties:
« 800+ dead
e 2,800+ injured
e Widespread destruction across at least five provinces.

e Epicentre tremors also felt in Pakistan (Islamabad, Kunar, Nangarhar, Laghman).

2. Humanitarian Impact

e Thousands trapped under rubble; rescue teams engaged in pulling survivors.
e Hospitals in Jalalabad and nearby provinces overwhelmed.
» Families in remote villages severely impacted.

e Fear & Tension: Frequent aftershocks made survivors reluctant to return home.



3. Response Measures

» Taliban administration coordinating rescue with local defence and volunteers.
» Helicopters & local villagers assisting in evacuation and rubble clearance.
* International solidarity:

e UN Chief Antonio Guterres: Called for global support.

e Pope Francis: Condoled and expressed deep sadness.

e Vatican, NGOs, and neighbours expected to contribute aid.

4. Geographical Context

» Afghanistan lies in the Hindu Kush mountain range, near the Eurasian & Indian tectonic plates
junction.

* Prone to frequent, devastating earthquakes.

* Since 1900: 12 quakes of magnitude >7 recorded in Afghanistan.



2015 Earthquake: 7.5 magnitude killed >380 across Afghanistan & Pakistan.

2002 Earthquake: 1,000+ dead in northern Afghanistan.

Afghanistan has weak infrastructure & high rural poverty, making quake impact severe.
6. Strategic Concerns

Earthquake adds pressure on already strained Afghan economy under Taliban.

Large number of refugees returning from Pakistan now face added vulnerabilities.

* Possibility of international aid diplomacy — countries may leverage relief for political ties
with Taliban.



@
& i

* Disaster Management Act, 2005 (India) — parallels in institutional framework for quick
response.

« Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) — UN initiative for reducing
disaster risk.

* India’s role: As a neighbour, India may provide humanitarian assistance through initiatives
like Operation Dost (as in Turkey-Syria 2023 earthquake).

* Earthguake-prone regions: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, and India’s Himalayan belt.
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2 more die of ‘brain-eating
amoeba’ infection in Kerala

The toll due to amoebic meningoencephalitis in the State this year has risen to three; so far,

42 cases have been reported; the infection mainly spreads through contaminated water

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

wo more people
I I llost their lives to
amoebic menin-

goencephalitis at the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital (MCH) in Kozhi-
kode district of Kerala on
Sunday.

The deceased included
a three-month-old infant,
who had been undergoing
treatment at the hospital
for nearly a month. The in-
fant, who died is suspected
to have contracted the dis-
ease from the well water
used at home.

The other deceased is
Ramla, 52, from Kanna-
mangalam in Malappuram
district. She started treat-
ment on July 8. She was

Risky dip: The pond in Kozhlkode where the nine-year-old g|r1 who
died by the infection is said to have taken bath. K. RAGESH

shifted to the Intensive
Care Unit at the MCH. Her
condition further wor-
sened on August 26 and
she died on Sunday.

The death toll due to
amoebic  meningoence-
phalitis in Kerala this year

has now risen to three. A
nine-year-old girl had died
due to the illness on Au-
gust 14 at the MCH. Of the
13 still under treatment,
eight are at MCH. So far, 42
cases have been reported.
The ‘brain-eating amoe-

ba, enters the human body
through the nose from con-
taminated water, while
bathing or swimming. The
common symptoms of the
infection are fever, hea-
dache, nausea and vomit-
ing, experienced within
five to 10 days of contract-
ing it.

There are two variants
of the infection, primary
amoebic  meningoence-
phalitis (PAM) and granulo-
matous amoebic encephal-
itis (GAE), the latter being
the one reported in Kerala
now. The mortality rate is
normally 95%.

The Health Department
has launched a State-wide
drive to ensure the cleanli-
ness of waterbodies
through chlorination as a
precautionary measure.
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lead to water going up
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penetrate the
nasal mucosa

Amoeba causes
primary amoebic
menigoecephalitis
in healthy
individuals after
migrating to the
brain via olfactory
nerve

Trophozoites in CSF
and brain tissue

Flagellated form is

also sometimes
found in the CSF

KEY

infective stage ’/'A

diagnostic stage ——’A




P

e Cause: Amoebic meningoencephalitis caused by Naegleria fowleri (commonly called brain-
eating amoeba).

* Transmission: Enters the body through the nose from contaminated water while swimming
or bathing.

* Mortality rate: ~95% globally.
Recent Outbreak in Kerala (2025)
Deaths reported:

* A 3-month-old infant (likely contracted from well water at home).
 Ramla (52) from Malappuram district (treated since July 8, died August 26).
* 9-year-old girl (earlier death on August 14).

Current toll: 3 deaths this year.

Cases reported: 42 cases so far, 31 under treatment.



Symptoms

Appear within 5-10 days of infection.

Fever, headache, nausea, vomiting.

Progresses rapidly = meningitis, brain swelling, death.

Variants of Infection

Primary Amoebic Meningoencephalitis (PAM) — usually more common.
Granulomatous Amoebic Encephalitis (GAE) — the strain now reported in Kerala.



Government Response

*State-wide water sanitation drive: Chlorination of ponds,
wells, and other waterbodies.

*Public health advisories on avoiding swimming/bathing in
unsafe water.

*Patients shifted to intensive care units in critical cases.
Historical/Global Context

*Kerala past cases: Sporadic, but rising in recent years.
*India overall: Rare but emerging due to poor water sanitation.
*Global data: Documented in the U.S., Pakistan, and several
tropical countries.

*Mortality rate remains extremely high despite medical
advances.
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New Bairabi-Sairang rail line set to
iImprove connectivity in Mizoram

Anil Kumar Sas
AIZAWL

Mizoram will soon be con-
nected to the national rail-
way network when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in-
augurates the 51.38-km Bai-
rabi-Sairang broad-gauge
line, constructed at an esti-
mated 5,021 crore, in the
second week of
September.

The new line terminat-
ing at Sairang will connect
Aizawl, the State capital
about 20 km away, with
the rest of the country. The
line links Silchar in Assam
via Bhodahpur Junction,
integrating the network
with Assam, Tripura, and
Arunachal Pradesh.

Indian Railways has big
plans to connect the other
northeastern States of Na-
galand, Manipur, Megha-
laya, and Sikkim with the

The line ending at Sairang, about 20 km from Aizawl, connects the

State capital with other northeastern States. ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

national network by 2030,
a senior Northeast Frontier
Railway official said.

The official told visiting
presspersons on Sunday
that the project fulfilled the
cherished dream of Mizo-
ram residents for railway
connectivity to the State
capital.

While access by road
took long hours of travel,

flying was expensive. Tra-
vel by train would provide
an affordable options to all
categories of people, be-
sides boosting economic
activities in the region with
a special focus on tourism,
the official said.

The new line has 48 tun-
nels with a total length of
12.85 km, the longest being
about 1.37 km; 55 major

bridges with the longest
being about 1.3 km and the
tallest, Krung Bridge at Sai-
rang, being 114 m from the
base; 87 minor bridges;
five road overbridges; and
six road underbridges.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi virtually laid the
foundation stone for the
project on November 29,
2014. He virtually flagged
off the first passenger train
between Bairabi and Sil-
char on May 27, 2016.

The official said almost
all essential items to Mizo-
ram were brought from Sil-
char in Assam, a journey of
about 10 hours by road.
With the new line, the tra-
vel time gets reduced to
about three hours.

(The reporter is on a
field visit organised by the
Indian Railways to get a
first-hand experience of the
Bairabi-Sairang-Line.)
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* Project Inauguration: PM Narendra Modi to inaugurate the 51.38 km broad-gauge rail
line in September.

* Cost: X5,021 crore.

e Connectivity: Connects Silchar (Assam) - Bhodaphur Junction - Sairang (20 km from
Aizawl).

* Integration: Links Mizoram with the national railway grid and Northeastern states
(Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim).



* Infrastructure Details
* Tunnels: 48 tunnels, total length 12.85 km (longest 1.37 km).

e Bridges: 55 major bridges (longest 1.3 km, tallest Krung Bridge at 114 m); 87 minor
bridges; 5 road overbridges; 6 underbridges.

* Foundation: Laid in November 2014.
* First Passenger Train: Between Bairabi & Silchar, May 27, 2016.



» Socio-Economic Impact

1. Economic Benefits
» Reduces Silchar—-Mizoram travel time from 10 hours (by road) = 3 hours (by rail).
e Boosts trade, agriculture, and tourism in Mizoram.
» Affordable transport = Encourages business activity.
2. Strategic Significance
» Enhances connectivity in the Northeast border state.
 Reduces dependence on roads (long travel, landslide risks).
e Strengthens India’s Act East Policy by improving access to Southeast Asia.
3. Local Benefits
» Fulfills Mizoram's long-cherished demand for railway access to Aizawl.

» Facilitates easy transport of essential commodities.
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Railways in Northeast:

India aims to connect all
Northeastern state
capitals to the national
rail grid by 2030.

02

Historical Background:
The Northeast Frontier
Railway has been working
on expanding lines since
colonial times but
progress was slow due to
terrain and insurgency.

03

Strategic Context:
Strengthens border
infrastructure amid
China’s increasing activity
near Mizoram &
Arunachal borders.




Larger Bench to rule if minority-run
schools are exempted from RTE Act
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Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday referred to a larger
Bench the question of
whether minority educa-
tional institutions are en-
tirely exempt from the pur-
view of the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.

A two-judge Bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and
Manmohan made the refe-
rence in a judgment based
on a batch of civil appeals
questioning school educa-
tion departments’ insis-
tence on faculty clearing
the Teachers Eligibility Test
(TET) in minority
institutions.

The reference stems
from apprehensions over a
Constitution Bench verdict
of 2014 in Pramati Educa-
tional and Cultural Trust
case. In the case, a five-

-y

4

judge Bench was testing
the constitutionality of Sec-
tion 12(1)(c) of the Right to
Education Act. The provi-
sion mandates educational
institutions to provide 25%
reservation for children
from disadvantaged groups
and weaker sections at the
entry level in order to fos-
ter social inclusion in ele-
mentary education.
However, the 2014 judg-
ment concluded that Sec-
tion 12(1)(c) violated the mi-

Minority status seems to
have become a vehicle
for circumventing the
mandate of the RTE Act
and tool to achieve
autonomous status

DIPANKAR DATTA
SUPREME COURT JUDGE

nority character of these
institutions and impacted
their institutional autono-
my. The Constitution
Bench went on to take mi-
nority institutions entirely
out of the ambit of the RTE
law. Justice Datta, writing
for the Bench, observed
that the Pramati Educa-
tional and Cultural Trust
judgment has “unknowing-
ly jeopardised the very
foundation of universal ele-
mentary education”.

“Exemption of minority
institutions from the RTE
Act leads to fragmentation
of the common schooling
vision and weakening of
the idea of inclusivity and
universality envisioned by
Article 21A. We are afraid,
instead of uniting children
across caste, class, creed,
and community, it reinforc-
es ‘divides’ and ‘dilutes’ the
transformative potential of
shared learning spaces,”
Justice Datta pointed out.

The judge wrote that the
2014 judgment has led to
misuse. “Minority status
seems to have become a
vehicle for circumventing
the mandate of the RTE
Act. In our humble opi-
nion, it has opened up a sit-
uation whereby multiple
institutions have sought to
acquire minority status to
become autonomous,” Jus-
tice Datta observed.



 Case Reference: SC referred the issue to a larger Bench on whether minority educational institutions
are exempt from the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009.
» Triggered by civil appeals questioning school education departments’ insistence on faculty clearing

Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) in minority institutions.

2. Constitutional Context

» Article 21A: Ensures free and compulsory education for children aged 6-14.
e Section 12(1)(c), RTE Act, 2009: Mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged children in all
schools at the entry level.
» 2014 Constitution Bench Verdict (Pramati Educational and Cultural Trust Case):
» Ruled that applying Section 12(1)(c) to minority institutions violated their minority rights under
Article 30.

 Emphasized institutional autonomy of minority schools.



3. SC's Observations Now

« Justice Dipankar Datta (writing for the Bench):
« Expressed concern that minority status is being misused.
« Many institutions use minority status as a tool to bypass RTE compliance and become
autonomous.
« Warned this trend could “jeopardise the very foundation of universal elementary education”.

4. Key Concerns Highlighted

» Fragmentation of Education:
« Exempting minority schools from RTE could weaken inclusivity and universality of Article 21A.
» Could reinforce caste, class, creed, and community divides.
» Impact on National Integration:
» Risk of diluting the transformative potential of shared learning spaces.
» Balance of Rights:
» Need to reconcile minority rights under Article 30 with children’s right to education under
Article 21A.



 Judicial Review: The Larger Bench ruling will clarify if all minority-run schools are
entirely exempt or if limited RTE compliance can be mandated.

* Policy Impact: May affect thousands of minority institutions nationwide.

* Educational Equity: The decision could set precedent for how India balances cultural
autonomy vs. social justice in education.



e T.M.A. Pai Foundation vs. State of e Debate between autonomy of
Karnataka (2002) - Recognised minority institutions vs.
minority institutions’ rights but inclusivity in schooling.
subject to reasonable regulations. e Could redefine scope of Article

e Pramati Case (2014) - Minority 30 in light of Right to Education
institutions exempted from RTE as a Fundamental Right.

obligations.



Word of the day

Salacious:

suggestive of or tending to moral looseness;
characterised by lust

Synonyms: lustful, lewd, obscene, raunchy

Usage: Do not indulge in such salacious
gossip.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/salaciouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sa'le1.[as/
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