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5. Geopolitical Dimensions

U.S. Tariffs & Cold War mentality → China, Russia 
framed U.S. actions as unilateral bullying.

SCO’s position on Gaza war: condemned strikes by 
Israel & U.S. on Iran (a member state).

Expansion of SCO: Pakistan & Armenia elevated 
diplomatic roles; Laos admitted as a new partner.



• SCO Formation: Established in 2001 (Shanghai), aimed at security, regional stability, 
economic cooperation.

• Members: India, China, Russia, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Iran.

• Observer/Dialogue Partners: Belarus, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Turkey, etc.

• Relevance for India:

• Provides platform to raise terrorism issue (esp. vis-à-vis Pakistan).

• Balancing act: India aligns with Russia, Central Asia while managing friction with 
China & Pakistan.

• India has not endorsed BRI, citing sovereignty concerns (CPEC through PoK).



• Expansion of SCO

• Laos admitted as new partner, expanding SCO’s global reach.

• SCO encourages UN mechanisms for global governance instead of unilateral measures.

• 6. Gaza Crisis and U.S.-Iran Tensions

• SCO condemned Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iran (a member-state).

• Called for inclusive government in Afghanistan.

• Xi pledged ¥2 billion in grants and ¥10 billion loan fund to SCO members.















• 2015 Earthquake: 7.5 magnitude killed >380 across Afghanistan & Pakistan.

• 2002 Earthquake: 1,000+ dead in northern Afghanistan.

• Afghanistan has weak infrastructure & high rural poverty, making quake impact severe.

• 6. Strategic Concerns

• Earthquake adds pressure on already strained Afghan economy under Taliban.

• Large number of refugees returning from Pakistan now face added vulnerabilities.

• Possibility of international aid diplomacy – countries may leverage relief for political ties 
with Taliban.



• Disaster Management Act, 2005 (India) – parallels in institutional framework for quick 
response.

• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) – UN initiative for reducing 
disaster risk.

• India’s role: As a neighbour, India may provide humanitarian assistance through initiatives 
like Operation Dost (as in Turkey-Syria 2023 earthquake).

• Earthquake-prone regions: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, and India’s Himalayan belt.













• Cause: Amoebic meningoencephalitis caused by Naegleria fowleri (commonly called brain-
eating amoeba).

• Transmission: Enters the body through the nose from contaminated water while swimming 
or bathing.

• Mortality rate: ~95% globally.

• Recent Outbreak in Kerala (2025)

• Deaths reported:

• A 3-month-old infant (likely contracted from well water at home).

• Ramla (52) from Malappuram district (treated since July 8, died August 26).

• 9-year-old girl (earlier death on August 14).

• Current toll: 3 deaths this year.

• Cases reported: 42 cases so far, 31 under treatment.



• Symptoms

• Appear within 5–10 days of infection.

• Fever, headache, nausea, vomiting.

• Progresses rapidly → meningitis, brain swelling, death.

• Variants of Infection

• Primary Amoebic Meningoencephalitis (PAM) – usually more common.

• Granulomatous Amoebic Encephalitis (GAE) – the strain now reported in Kerala.



Government Response
•State-wide water sanitation drive: Chlorination of ponds, 
wells, and other waterbodies.
•Public health advisories on avoiding swimming/bathing in 
unsafe water.
•Patients shifted to intensive care units in critical cases.
Historical/Global Context
•Kerala past cases: Sporadic, but rising in recent years.
•India overall: Rare but emerging due to poor water sanitation.
•Global data: Documented in the U.S., Pakistan, and several 
tropical countries.
•Mortality rate remains extremely high despite medical 
advances.















• Project Inauguration: PM Narendra Modi to inaugurate the 51.38 km broad-gauge rail 
line in September.

• Cost: ₹5,021 crore.

• Connectivity: Connects Silchar (Assam) → Bhodaphur Junction → Sairang (20 km from 
Aizawl).

• Integration: Links Mizoram with the national railway grid and Northeastern states 
(Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim).



• Infrastructure Details

• Tunnels: 48 tunnels, total length 12.85 km (longest 1.37 km).

• Bridges: 55 major bridges (longest 1.3 km, tallest Krung Bridge at 114 m); 87 minor 
bridges; 5 road overbridges; 6 underbridges.

• Foundation: Laid in November 2014.

• First Passenger Train: Between Bairabi & Silchar, May 27, 2016.





Railways in Northeast: 
India aims to connect all 
Northeastern state 
capitals to the national 
rail grid by 2030.

01
Historical Background: 
The Northeast Frontier 
Railway has been working 
on expanding lines since 
colonial times but 
progress was slow due to 
terrain and insurgency.
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Strategic Context: 
Strengthens border 
infrastructure amid 
China’s increasing activity 
near Mizoram & 
Arunachal borders.
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• Judicial Review: The Larger Bench ruling will clarify if all minority-run schools are 
entirely exempt or if limited RTE compliance can be mandated.

• Policy Impact: May affect thousands of minority institutions nationwide.

• Educational Equity: The decision could set precedent for how India balances cultural 
autonomy vs. social justice in education.



Past Cases:

• T.M.A. Pai Foundation vs. State of 
Karnataka (2002) → Recognised 
minority institutions’ rights but 
subject to reasonable regulations.

• Pramati Case (2014) → Minority 
institutions exempted from RTE 
obligations.

Policy Dimension:

• Debate between autonomy of 
minority institutions vs. 
inclusivity in schooling.

• Could redefine scope of Article 
30 in light of Right to Education 
as a Fundamental Right.





Thank you ☺


