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Focus is deciding what deserves your life
and what does not.
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GST collections grow 15.4%
to more than 2.11 lakh crore
in July on imports and sales
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Commercial LPG cylinder price slashed
by 200; aviation turbine fuel up by I5

Saptaparno Ghosh

NEW DELHI

Oil marketing companies
(OMCs) on Saturday re-
duced the price of com-
mercial liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) by about
3200 per cylinder. This is
the second downward revi-
sion since the peak of the
West Asia crisis that saw
prices spiral upwards by
about %1,345 per cylinder
in four tranches.

However, the price of
aviation turbine fuel (ATF),
or jet fuel, was increased
by %5 per litre to %115 per
litre for domestic carriers.

The price of domestic
LPG remained unchanged,
although the price of five-
kg free trade LPG cylinders
- primarily catering to mi-
grant workers - declined
by ¥46 per cylinder.

A non-domestic LPG cy-
linder in Delhi now costs
2192 less at 2,738 per cy-
linder, while a five-kg FTL
cylinder is priced at ¥762
from the earlier T808.50.

Steepest fall in Kolkata
In Mumbai, a commercial
LPG  cylinder  costs

Burning
Issue

A look at the price
movement of

3,000 ~

2,738

Indane’s Prior to this, amidst the
19kg y pressure on supplies of
commer- . 1,768.5  pottled hydrocarbon

cial gas qgas, prices were hiked
evlinders by about 11,345 per

i: t'he refill since March 7

last five T ’ ' J !
BN March August

32,691.50 (X194 less), and
in Chennai, it costs 32,906
(200 less). Among the ma-
jor metros, Kolkata saw the
steepest fall of ¥209. It is
now priced at ¥2,872.50.

‘Some relief”

Sagar Daryani, president,
National Restaurant Asso-
ciation of India, welcomed
the price cut.

“It brings some relief to
the industry, especially to
small and independent res-
taurants that continue to
operate on thin margins,”
he said, adding, “This will
go a long way in helping
restaurants manage costs
better, focus on growth,
and continue delivering

2026
Source: Indian Ol

better value to consum-
ers.”

Prashant Vashisht, se-
nior vice-president at rat-
ings agency ICRA, said un-
der-recoveries on LPG
continue to exist, although
diversifying sources of pro-
curement have helped
ease some of the pressure.

“Before the war, we
were getting a sizeable pro-
portion of LPG supplies
from one region [the Gulf].
Since then, we have fi-
gured out alternative
sources,” Mr. Vashisht told
The Hindu. “Under-recov-
eries continue to exist alth-
ough the pressure on sup-
plies would not be the
same as at the onset of the

crisis,” he added.

Speaking from the per-
spective of the glass-mak-
ing industry, Suraj Mehta,
Chief Strategy Officer at
Hindusthan National Glass
& Industries, emphasised,
“For glass makers running
furnaces round the clock,
the reliability [of LPG sup-
ply]l matters as much as the
roughly ¥200 saved per cy-
linder. With festive season
packaging demand from
alcobev, pharma and
FMCG approaching, the
timing could not be better,”
he stated.

With the latest revision,
the price of the 19-kg cylin-
der meant for commercial
and industrial consumers
has declined by about ¥T380
per cylinder across two
tranches. On July 1, the
price of the 19-kg commer-
cial LPG cylinder was re-
duced by about %183 per
cylinder refill.

The price of FTL has al-
so cumulatively been re-
duced by about ¥60 per cy-
linder across the two
tranches. The ATF price
hike comes a month after it
fell by the same 35 per litre
on july 1.




Particular

Decision

Effective
Domestic LPG
ATF

Beneficiaries

Reason

Details

Commercial LPG prices reduced by about X200 per 19
kg cylinder

1 August 2026

No change

Increased by X5/litre

Restaurants, Hotels, Caterers, Glass Industry, Small
Businesses

Cooling global LPG prices after easing West Asia
supply disruptions




Price Comparison

City Earlier Price New Price
Delhi %2,930 22,738
Mumbai ¥2,885.50 22,691.50
Chennai 23,106 22,906
Kolkata ¥3,081.50 22,872.50

Among all metros, Kolkata received the biggest reduction. & Angel one +1

ATF (Jet Fuel)

Earlier New
Z110/L 2115/L
Impact

» Airlines' operating cost increases
* Airfare may rise if oil prices remain elevated
* Aviation sector faces margin pressure

Reduction

2192

2194

200

2209



Domestic LPG
Cylinder

14.2 kg Household Cylinder

5 kg FTL Cylinder

Why Prices Fell

Earlier this year:

Change

No Change

Reduced by 46

* West Asia conflict disrupted LPG supplies.
* India depends heavily on imported LPG.

 Commercial LPG prices had increased by around 21,345 in four hikes.
* Supply conditions have now improved, allowing price reductions. A Angel cne +

Who Benefits?

Sector

Restaurants
Hotels
Catering
Bakeries

Glass Industry

Benefit

Lower cooking cost

Better profit margins

Reduced fuel expenses

Lower production costs

Lower furnace operating cost



GST collections grow 154%
to more than I2.11 lakh crore
in July on imports and sales

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Gross Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collections grew
15.4% to more than ¥2.11
lakh crore in July on higher
mop-up from sales and im-
ports, reflecting sustained
domestic  consumption.
Gross GST collections were
T1.95 lakh crore in July
compared to %1.83 lakh
crore recorded in the same
period last year.

Tax collection from
domestic transactions
grew 10.1% to more than
t1.44 lakh crore, while
gross revenues from im-
ports were up 29% to
166,511 crore.

GST collection reflects
continued economic resi-
lience despite challenges
in the external environ-
ment, according to M.S.
Mani, Deloitte India
Partner.

“Steady growth in GST
collections each month on
domestic consumption in-
dicates that overall domes-
tic consumption is becom-

GST collection shows economic
resilience despite several
challenges. GETTY IMAGES

ing largely insulated from
seasonal variations and ex-
ternal headwinds,” Mr. Ma-
ni said.

Gross Central Goods
and Services Tax (CGST)
revenue during the month
stood at 39,835 crore,
while State GST (SGST) and
Integrated GST (IGST)
mop-up were 347,881 crore
and more than %1.23 lakh
crore, respectively.

Total refunds grew 13.1%
to 29,968 crore in July. Af-
ter adjusting refunds, net
GST revenue stood at more
than 1.81 lakh crore.

e

KPMG, Indirect Tax
Head & Partner, Abhishek
Jain said much of the July
GST revenue growth was
driven by imports and it
would be worth digging in-
to whether that’s finished
goods or raw materials,
and how much of it simply
reflects a weaker rupee

rather  than higher
volumes.

Strong gains

“Strong gains across Maha-

rashtra, Gujarat, Karnata-
ka, Haryana, Telangana,
and Uttar Pradesh confirm
broad-based momentum
across India’s largest ma-
nufacturing, services and
consumption hubs,” Manoj
Mishra, Grant Thornton
Bharat Partner and Tax
Controversy Management
Leader added.

As per the GST data re-
leased on Saturday, gross
tax collection grew 10.1% to
about ¥8.43 lakh crore in
April-July.

Net collections rose
9.2% to ¥7.21 lakh crore
during the period.

AINY
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Union Budget 2026-27

The Rupee Story

Borrowings and Liabilities » . States Share of Taxes

Income Tax - « Interest Payment

— Central Sector
Scheme

Corporation Tax -

GST & other -

« Defense
taxes

— 8% Centrally
Sponsored Scheme
Non-Tax Revenues 10% - + 7% Other Expenditures

« 7% Finance Commission

Unien Excise Duties 6% + & other transfers

Customs 4% = 6% Major Subsidies

Non-Debt Capital Recelpts 2% - -+ 2% Civil Pension

Lol Lnvon) Budge 20050

Thelndian
'\\\ EXPRESS

RUPEE COMES FROM

Borrowings and

Liabilifies Corporation

Non-Debt
Capital Receipts

Non-Tax 2% »
Revenues

10% ™ o 4%

GST & -~ . Union Excise
other taxes . - Duties

15% < 6%
Defence <¢——

Customs

; B 6 L !}» ;ntefestt
/ aymen
Major ;/ < A N A Centrally
Subsidies !I ﬁ W ¥ Sponsored Scheme
6% ' 8%
Central Sector le Finance Commission
Scheme Pension & other 'gansfers
17% 2% Y X 7%
Other StatesShare
Expenditures ©f Taxes
7% 22%
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2026-27

RUPEE COMES FROM

O Corporation Tax

B Borrowings and
18% o

Liabilities
24%

Non-Debt
Capital
8 Income Tax Receipts
0% 2%
@ Non-Tax
. Cust;ms Revenues
4 10%
B Union Excise Duties @ GST and other

6% taxes

15%

#ViksitBharatBudget



Particular Value

Total GST Collection 2.1 lakh crore
Growth 15.4% YoY
Domestic GST Growth 10.1%

Import GST Growth 29%

Net GST %1.81 lakh crore
Refund Growth 13.1%

Collection Break-up

Component Collection
CGST 239,835 crore
SGST 247,881 crore
IGST ?1.23 lakh crore
Import GST 266,511 crore

Refunds ¥29,968 crore



Why Collection Increased

1. Strong Domestic Consumption

Consumers spent more.
¥

Higher GST

2. Imports Increased

More imports
N2

Higher IGST
v

Higher GST Collection

3. Manufacturing Growth

States like

* Maharashtra
* Guijarat

+ Karnataka

« Telangana

« Haryana

« Uttar Pradesh

recorded strong activity.



Indicator
Consumption
Manufacturing

Business Activity

Tax Compliance

Government Revenue

Meaning
Strong
Strong
Healthy
Improving

Rising




Challenges

Experts caution that part of the increase may be due to:

e Higher imports
e Rupee depreciation
e Imported inflation

rather than only stronger domestic demand.

Importance

Higher GST means:
Government receives more revenue for

e Infrastructure

e Railways

e Highways
 Defence

* Welfare Schemes

o Capital Expenditure
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Over 3,000 serving officers
move SC against CAPF Act

Petitioners include gallantry awardees, women officers; they say the law makes it harder for CAPF

cadre officers to be promoted to leadership positions as it allows more IPS officers on deputation

NEW DELHI

ore than 3,000

Central  Armed

Police Force
(CAPF) Group A officers
have moved the Supreme
Court to challenge the Cen-
tral Armed Police Force
(General Administration)
Act, 2026, The petitioners
include gallantry award
winners and  women
officers.

The Act, passed by the
Parliament on April 2 and
notified on April 9, will
make it harder for CAPF
cadre officers to be pro-
moted through the ranks
to leadership positions.
The legislation was enact-
ed to effectively negate a
May 2025 Supreme Court
ruling that directed the ex-
act oppaosite action: to re-
duce Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers in the CAPF
leadership and make it ea-
sier for CAPF officers to
reach top positions.

The law states that in all
CAPFs, 50% of the total
posts in the rank of Inspec-
tor General, at least 67%
posts In the rank of Addi-
tional Director General,
and all posts in the rank of
Special Director General
and Director General must
be filled by IPS officers on
deputation.

Until now, such postings
were done based on execu-
tive orders. The practice of
reserving 50% of Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)

The CAPFs comprise the Central Reserve Police Force, Border Security Force, Indo-Tibetan Border Police,
Sashastra Seema Bal, and the Central Industrial Security Force. fILE PHOTO

posts for Group A CAPF of-
ficers also finds no place in
the Act, paving the way for
a higher percentage of IPS
deputed officers filling
those posts,

The petitions in the top
court seek to declare Sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the CAPF
Act as “ultra vires [or
beyond the powers] of the
Constitution of India.”

Section 3 pertains to
“regulation of recruitment
and conditlons of service,”
notwithstanding any judg-
ment, decree or order of
any court, and specifies
the percentage of posts re-
served for IPS officers on
deputation, Section 4 gives
the Union government the
power to amend the First
and Second Schedules of
the Act through a notifica-
tion when it considers such

action necessary or expe-
dient in the public interest.

Previous ruling

The petitioners have
sought directions for the
implementation of the Su-
preme Court's judgment
dated May 23, 2025, in San-
Jjay Prakash v. Union of In-
dia, and a declaration that
Higher Administrative
Grade posts in all CAPFs be
filled from among eligible
executive cadre officers of
the respective forces, rath-
er than exclusively through
deputation.

On May 23, 2025, the Su-
preme Court had ruled
that Group A Executive
Cadre officers of CAPFs are
Organised Group A Servic-
es for all purposes. Besides
progressively reducing the
IPS deputation in CAPFs

upto the level of 1-Gs in the
next two years, the court
asked for a time bound re-
view of cadre and service
rules within six months.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs challenged the judg-
ment, but on October 28,
2025, the court dismissed
the review petition, mak-
ing the ruling final.

After several retired
CAPF officials filed a con-
tempt petition in the court,
the MHA introduced a Bill
in Parliament in March,
which effectively negated
that judgement.

The CAPFs comprise the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), Border Se-
curity Force (BSF), Indo Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP),
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB),
and the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF).




More than 3,000 Group-A CAPF officers have challenged the Central Armed Police Force (General
Administration) Act, 2026 in the Supreme Court.

What are CAPFs?

Force Full Form

CRPF Central Reserve Police Force
BSF Border Security Force

ITBP Indo-Tibetan Border Police

CISF Central Industrial Security Force
SSB Sashastra Seema Bal

Why Are Officers Challenging the Law?

They argue that the Act:

» Gives greater preference to IPS officers on deputation.
» Reduces promotion opportunities for CAPF cadre officers.
e Qverrides an earlier Supreme Court judgment in their favour.



Main Objections

Issue

IPS Deputation
Promotion
Equality

SC Judgment

Officers' Argument

Too many senior posts reserved

Career progression blocked

Violates equal service opportunities

Parliament effectively nullified previous verdict

Important Provisions Challenged

Section 3

Provides reservation of senior posts for IPS officers.

Section 4

Allows Government to amend schedules through notification.

Petitioners argue these provisions are ultra vires (beyond constitutional powers).



Previous Supreme Court Judgment (May 2025)
The Court held:

« CAPF Group-A officers are organized Group-A services.
« Senior posts should increasingly be filled by eligible CAPF cadre officers.
« |PS deputation should reduce progressively.

The new Act is viewed by petitioners as reversing this position.

Government's Likely Position

Government argues:

» National security requires experienced IPS leadership.
* Uniform command structure.
» Administrative flexibility.

Constitutional Issues

Article Relevance

Article 14 Equality

Article 16 Equal opportunity in public employment
Separation of Powers Legislature vs Judiciary

Judicial Review Validity of legislation
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STELLAR SHOW

India climbs to fourth in the table
after penultimate day’s medal rush

PTI

India’s haul of 39 medals (13 gold, 17 silver, nine bronze) vaulted it
to fourth in the Glasgow Commonwealth Games table at the time of
going to the press. Only Australia (148 overall), England (99), and
Canada (57) were ahead. The Indian boxers, led by Jaismine
Lamboria, contributed significantly to the tally.




e Indiafinish fourthwith 39 medals at CWG

Athletics and Para Athletics
'Boxing

Judo

Para Powerlifting
Weightlifting




e 2010 New Delhi

b« 2014 Glasgow

il 2018 Gold Coast 26 20 20 66

—= 2022 Birmingham 21 16 23 60 4th
=« 2026 Glasgow 13 17 9 39 4th
=== 5030 Ahmedabad TBD TBD




INDIA CLIMBS TO FOURTH
IN THE TABLE AFTER
PENULTIMATE DAY’S
MEDAL RUSH

India's strong performance in the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games has taken the nation to the 4th position in the
medal tally with a total of 39 medals.

W romumeas YV oo v z IR SHONEE RANK ACHIEVED

: . -
@ 39 | % X T
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TOP SPORTS CONTRIBUTION
(INDIR)

COUNTRY GOLD  SIVER BRONZE  TOTAL @ India registered a haul of 33 medals on the
posultimate day of the Games.
1 ﬂ AUSTRALA 60 59 29 148 ot e
A/ This performance fited Inda to 4th positicn “x Welghtiifting 5 6okt
2 ~f-enGlAN0 36 33 30 99 AL o oo tae
A Wresting 4Gold
The ndian bemers, ke by Jwsmine Lamtoria,
3 fefcaman 1B B8 5 ' W Mt @ e
4 é INDIA 13 17 9 39 7N, Strong show across multiple sports includieg 9 Badmnton 1 Gokt
oy baxing, weightitfting, mresting, sheoting,
5 @ NEWZEALAND 12 n 13 3 SAmoton, athivties and more. J° Mhiotics & Others. Metie Madals

“Tally at the time of going to press

ABOUT COMMONWEALTH GAMES MEDAL BREAK-UP (INDIA) WHAT THIS MEANS FOR INDIA

Held from Rirfiocts Incia's growing strength JAISMINE LAMBORIA
() 28 sudy - 8 August 2022 in gfobl mudti-sport events.

=
o
Veruse: B O o rmsbupermciinompatiicansd
<> girmingham, England AL 3w of Meture intersational competitions ¢ ey Centributr
«::u ';'9 AEL e Asian Games & Olympics. PEN S0 I Sty
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@ n -~ ugmqmmuutma'nw‘ &) Womexs 60
Y Qympic Podiun Scheme (TOPS) cateqeey
A mudti-sport event held every and sports development nitiatives. ¢ v
A years among Comeonwanith seons. 1) Arhing das sed ok
s Brings pride to the saticn and & medel foe futere
Gold Siver 1 Bronge o Irspires mibors of yourg athletes P
KEY TAKEAWAY UPSC / RAS RELEVANCE EXAM PRACTICE (PRELIMS / MAINS)
Inda's 39 medals on the penutiate day highhght the courntry's Sopucs: Sports, Events. nda's Ocmmnl\::l;;amm
fagid riia in intemational sports and & jeumey towards Goverrment Schemes (TOPS), National Pride “"“"‘ !"’::
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“Every Medal is a Step Towards a Stronger India” W
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Cauvery situation better, says Karnataka CM

Releasing a imited quantity of water to Tamil
Nadu for deinking purposes, says Shivakumar
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Cauvery situation better, says Karnataka CM

Releasing a limited quantity of water to Tamil
Nadu for drinking purposes, says Shivakumar

Sharath S. Srivatsa

Laigh A. Khan
BENGALURU/MYSURU

tating that the water
s situation in the Cauv-

ery was “slightly bet-
ter” in view of the rain,
Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar on Sun-
day reiterated his appeal to
the Kannada organisations
to withdraw their State-
wide bandh plan for Au-
gust 13.

However, Kannada Cha-
luvali leader Vatal Nagaraj,
who is leading the protest,
said the bandh would be
held as planned.

At an all-party meeting,
the Chief Minister said Kar-
nataka was assessing the
Cauvery situation, includ-
ing a petition filed in the
Supreme Court by the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam,
the Opposition party in Ta-
mil Nadu. A limited quanti-
ty of water was being re-
leased from the reservoirs
following rain, he said.

AARARAAARANANANS

Araaan

MALRRE  SERREL I

: 1A o

CM reiterates that the Mekedatu project is vital
to finding a long-term solution to water dispute

Karnataka CM D.K. Shivakumar with ex-CMs B.S. Yeddiyurappa and Siddaramaiah. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The meeting had been
convened to address the
concerns over the Cauvery
Water Management Auth-
ority (CWMA)’s directive to
the State to abide by the
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee’s order to re-
lease 3,500 cusecs daily to
Tamil Nadu for 15 days.
The order set off protests
in parts of Karnataka.

The data shared by the
Water Resources Depart-
ment show that Karnataka
was releasing water at the
rate of 25,000 cusecs from
the Kabini reservoir and
1,819 cusecs from the
Krishnaraja Sagar on Sun-
day to Tamil Nadu. “We are
releasing a limited quantity
of water through canals on-
ly to fill lakes and tanks

meant for drinking water
purposes, and not for irri-
gation,” he said.
Reiterating that the pro-
posed Mekedatu project
on the Cauvery was the
long-term solution to the
problems faced by both
States, he said: “Karnataka
will respect the law and or-
ders of the Supreme Court
while protecting the State’s

Cauvery water will reach
Tamil Nadu today: officials

The Hindu Bureau

government, following rain

SALEM over the past few days,
began releasing Cauvery

Water released from the water from the Kabini Dam

Kabini Dam in Karnatakais  on Saturday. However, its

expected to reach Tamil entry into Tamil Nadu has

Nadu on Monday and flow  been delayed as the dry

into the Mettur Dam by Cauvery bed is absorbing

Monday night or Tuesday, part of the released water.

according to Water

Resources Department FULL STORY ON

officials. The Karnataka » PAGE 3

interest”. He said Tamil Na-  (now) and the situation has

du Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay had agreed to post-
pone his visit to Bengaluru
to discuss the issue.
“(Four) reservoirs in the
Cauvery basin are cumula-
tively receiving about
68,000 cusecs of water.
Our dams were not full
since there was no rain.
There has been some rain

become slightly better. Ka-
bini (reservoir) is full,” Mr.
Shivakumar said.

Asked if he would be
able to convince Mr. Vijay
of the situation, he said:
“We will make him under-
stand (the situation) and he
will understand. Though
he is new to politics, he is
courageous”.

CM appeals for withdrawal of August 13 strike;
Kannada leader Nagaraj says it will go ahead

He said he will speak to
the protesting farmers,
Kannada organisations,
and Opposition leaders.
“Our Ministers will also
speak. When the govern-
ment is standing with you
and nature is also with
you, bandh is of no use. It
will affect our schools and
business,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

However, in Mysuru,
former MLA Vatal Nagaraj
said the bandh had not
been called on one issue.
“More than 2,000 Kanna-
da organisations have ex-
tended support to the
bandh. Bandh is for va-
rious issues, including the
Mahadayi river water dis-
pute, employment for Kan-
nadigas, and the develop-
ment of Mysuru,
Hyderabad-Karnataka re-
gion, North Karnataka, Be-
lagavi, Hubballi-Dharwad
and border areas.”

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8



CAUVERYDISPUTE__

A LONG-STANDING WATER CONFLICT
BETWEEN KARNATAKA & TAMIL NADU

The Cauvery river dispute is one of India’s most complex and
sensitive inter-state water sharing conflicts, involving Karnataka,

Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry.

WHAT IS THE DISPUTE?

The dispute is over sharing of Cauvery river water
between the downstream state of Tamil Nadu and
the upstream state of Karnataka.

® Karnataka argues it needs more water for ~

drinking water and irrigation for its growing
population and crops.

* Tamil Nadu argues it is a lower riparian state
and has historic rights to ensure irrigation for
its delta region.

STATES INVOLVED
® Karnataka
® Tamil Nadu
® Kerala

— Upstream State
— Downstream State
— Co-basin State
® Puducherry — Co-basin State

® @ ®

ABOUT THE CAUVERY RIVER —

KARNATAKA

Krishnaraja
Sagar (KRS)
Dam

Mettur
Dam

o
D

PUDUCHERRY

KERALA TAMIL NADU

Bay of
Bengal

Length: 805 km | Basin Area: 81,155 sq km @

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

KEY FACTS

Cauvery rises in Talakaveri,
Kodagu district of Karnataka.

It supports irrigation for over
40 lakh hectares of land and
provides drinking water to
millions.

Over 2.5 crore people in
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Puducherry
depend on it.

Mettur Dam (Tamil Nadu) is
crucial for irrigation in the
Cauvery delta.

@ @ @ @ ®
1892 Agreement 1924 Agreement 1974 1990 1991 2007 2018 2023-2024
Agreement between 50-year agreement Agreements expired. Tamil Nadu moved the CWDT constituted Tribunal gave final award: Supreme Court upheld Disputes continue
Mysore (Karnataka) and allowed Mysore to Disputes intensified Supreme Court seeking by Government « Karnataka - 270 TMC the tribunal award regarding water
Madras (Tamil Nadu) build irrigation works as Karnataka planned constitution of a of India. = Tamil Nadu - 419 TMC with some directions. release during
on water use. with limits. new projects. Cauvery Water + Kerala - 30 TMC

Disputes Tribunal (CWDT). * Puducherry - 7 TMC

low rainfall years.



CAUVERY WATER DISPUTES TRIBUNAL (2007 AWARD) | WHY THE DISPUTE PERSISTS? RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

| STATE WATER ALLOCATION (TMC*) Uneven rainfall and drought years » Karnataka Chief Minister says Cauvery situation

| | reduce water availability. is better.

| j a"llNa,dL 419 oat ects by Kamauik « Assured release of water to Tamil Nadu for

pstream projects by Karnataka drinkin s

[ Karnataka I 270 | @ allegedly reduce flow to Tamil Nadu. gl

| Keral 30 = + Karnataka CM reiterates Mekedatu project is vital

‘. i ! | @ Different interpretation of historical to find long-term solution.

| Puducherry 7 rights and tribunal awards. « CM appeals for withdrawal of August 13 strike.
TOTAL 726 @ Strong political sentiments and public =~ K:nn:d: lead:rt;\lallgaraj says the issue will go

agitations in both states. SReAI HWOUGN (HOGUS-

*TMC - Thousand Million Cubic Feet

weacroriseute [ wwreen | R

‘& Affects farme.rs n both '@‘ Cooperative federalism and dialogue. Q Test case for India's federal structure
=M (s:tates, es;::cually " 5 and inter-state cooperation.
SOy RN Implement long-term projects like I :
ki O Mekedatu after credible environment 0 peneas ey pragLiE.
Drinking water supply 1 drinking water and environment.
impacted in many clearance and consensus.
districts. ) ) Q Sustainable management is key to
2 3 Efficient water management, rainwater lasting peace and development.
! I I Leads to political harvesting and micro-irrigation.
tensions and bandhs,
affecting normal life. B Strengthen Cauvery Water Management €6 Water disputes are not just about

Authority for real-time monitoring.

rivers, they are about people, 99
livelihoods and the future.

CONCLUSION: The Cauvery dispute requires a balanced, scientific and humane approach /0 SAVE WATER
that ensures justice for all states while protecting the rights and needs of farmers and * & % SHARE FAIRLY
citizens who depend on this life-giving river. / SECURE TOMORROW
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SCIENCE

India produces smart scientists but is
struggling to retain them
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SCIENCE

India produces smart scientists but is
struggling to retain them
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* he article argues that India has no shortage of scientific talent, but it struggles to retain researchers in public
scientific institutions.

* The immediate trigger is the recent resignation of nearly 120 scientists from ISRO, but the author emphasizes
that this is only a symptom of a much deeper structural problem affecting many research organizations, including:

* ISRO

* CSIR

* ICMR

* DRDO

* ICAR

* Government universities

* National laboratories

* The problem is not simply about salaries, but about institutional culture, bureaucracy, leadership, and
scientific freedom.




 Why is the Issue Important?

* India has become a global scientific power

in:

Space technology
Vaccine development
Biotechnology

Al

Supercomputing
Mathematics
Semiconductor research

* However,

* Producing talent is not enough.

* The challenge is retaining, motivating, and
empowering scientists.



Reason

Better salaries
Administrative burden
Bureaucracy

Limited autonomy

Slow promotions

Poor leadership
Workplace politics

Better global opportunities

Private R&D growth

Explanation

Private sector pays significantly more

Excessive paperwork and approvals

Scientific work slowed by rigid administration
Scientists have less freedom to pursue ideas
Merit often takes a back seat to seniority

Command-and-control culture rather than
mentorship

Internal hierarchy discourages creativity

Foreign universities offer superior research
environments

Deep-tech startups now attract researchers




ISRO Resignations

According to the article:

» Nearly 120 scientists resigned recently.
« This raised public concern because ISRO is India's most respected scientific organization.
« Scientists have always resigned occasionally, but the recent number is unusually high.

The article warns:
This should not be viewed as an isolated ISRO issue.
Instead,

it reflects larger weaknesses across India's research ecosystem.

Is Salary the Only Problem?
No.

The author says salary matters but is not the primary reason.
Scientists seek:

» Professional dignity

« Intellectual freedom

« Research independence

« Opportunity to challenge ideas
* Recognition

* Respect

Many scientists accept lower salaries if these conditions exist.



Bureaucratic Culture

The article strongly criticizes India's research administration.

It says many institutions still operate with:

Colonial administrative systems
Excessive hierarchy

File-based decision making
Administrative dominance over science

Instead of science guiding administration,

administration often controls science.

Culture of Fear

Many young scientists hesitate to:

* Question senior researchers

« Challenge established theories
« Present alternative ideas

» Criticize research methodology

because they fear:

« Poor appraisals

« Career damage

* Loss of promotions

* Loss of research grants

This discourages innovation.



Comparison with Leading Scientific Institutions

The article compares India with universities in Europe and North America.

There,

Feature Leading Institutions
Students challenge professors Yes

Junior scientists question seniors Encouraged

Open debates Normal

Hierarchy Low

Respect based on ideas Yes

Collaboration High

A Nobel laureate and a PhD student may eat together in the same cafeteria.

Scientific disagreement is considered healthy.



Situation in Many Indian Institutions

According to the author,
many institutions have:

e VIP culture

¢ Reserved seating

e Special hospitality

* Excessive protocol

¢ Administrative hierarchy

This creates psychological barriers.

Young scientists become hesitant to interact with senior researchers.

Competition vs Ideas

One of the strongest points in the article is:

Research flourishes when ideas compete.

But,

Research suffers when people compete for proximity to power.
Meaning:

Scientists begin focusing on pleasing superiors rather than producing excellent science.



What Reforms are Needed?

1. Administrative Transparency

e Clearrules
» Faster approvals
e Less bureaucracy

2. Independent Grievance System

Scientists should have safe mechanisms to report:

e Harassment
e Bias
e Administrative misconduct

3. Mentorship-Based Leadership

Instead of command,
leaders should:

e Mentor
e Inspire
e Collaborate



4. Encourage Scientific Debate

Young researchers should feel free to:

« Challenge ideas
« Ask questions
« Publish independent work

5. Reduce Administrative Control

Scientists should spend more time:
Research
Less time:

Paperwork

6. Merit-Based Promotions

Promotions should depend on:

* Research quality
« Publications

« |nnovation

* Patents

* Impact

rather than seniority alone.



Some of the Most Famous Indian-Origin Scientists at NASA

Name

Kalpana Chawla

Position

Astronaut

Astronaut

Guidance & Controls Lead

Moon-to-Mars Program

Solar Scientist

Chief Scientist

Senior Research Scientist

Project Scientist

Former JPL Engineer

Systems Engineer

Major Achievement

First woman of Indian origin in space

Among the world's most experienced

spacewalkers

Led Mars Perseverance landing operations

Senior Artemis programme leadership

& NASA

NASA's "Living With a Star" programme

Nanotechnology for space exploration

Planetary chemistry and astrobiology

@ NASA Science

SOFIA airborne observatory @ NASA Science

Mars Curiosity landing system

Mars rover systems



Name
Rakesh Sharma

Kalpana Chawla
Sunita Williams
Raja Chari

Sirisha Bandla

Shubhanshu Shukla

Agency
Soviet Interkosmos

NASA
NASA
NASA

Virgin Galactic

ISRO

Mission

First Indian in space
(1984)

STS-87, STS-107
Multiple ISS missions
Crew-3 ISS mission
Unity 22 suborbital flight

Gaganyaan astronaut
corps / commercial
mission selection
(Wikipedia)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Astronaut_Corps?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Space Agency
NASA

ESA

JAXA

CSA

CNES

DLR

ISRO

Estimated Indian/Indian-Origin Presence

Hundreds of scientists and engineers (no official count)
Dozens

Several researchers and collaborators

Several researchers

Several researchers

Several researchers

~18,000+ employees (scientists, engineers, technical and administrative staff
combined)



Space Agency

NASA

ESA (European
Space Agency)

CNSA

JAXA

ISRO (Department
of Space)

Annual Budget (Approx.)

Country/Region

USA USS$24-25 billion

Europe (23 member ~€7.4 billion/year (based on €22.1

states) billion for 2026—2028)
China US$14-16 billion (estimated)
Japan ¥220-240 billion
India X13,705.63 crore (FY 202627

Budget Estimate)

In Indian X
(Approx.)

X2.0-2.1 lakh
crore

X73,000-75,000
crore/year

X1.2-1.35 lakh
crore

X12,500-14,000
crore

X13,705.63 crore

World's largest civilian space budget; proposed
cuts for FY2026 are under discussion. (arXiv)

Budget funded by member countries; record
increase approved. (Reuters)

China does not officially publish a consolidated
CNSA budget; estimates vary across independent
analyses. (arXiv)

Includes major spending on H3 rockets, lunar
exploration and Earth observation. (Reuters)

Increased allocation to support Gaganyaan,
Chandrayaan-4 and other missions. (The Times of
India)


https://arxiv.org/abs/2506.11138?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/european-nations-agree-30-boost-three-year-space-budget-2025-11-27/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://arxiv.org/abs/2408.04730?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/science/japan-remains-committed-moon-missions-trump-cuts-nasa-budget-jaxa-chief-says-2025-05-16/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/budget-push-for-space-tech-missions-boost-for-planetary-science-as-4-telescopes-to-be-upgraded/articleshow/127846062.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Agency
NASA

CNSA (China)
ESA

JAXA

ISRO

Budget vs ISRO
~15x larger
~9x larger

~5.4x larger

Roughly similar (slightly higher)

1x
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Burning crisis
The data for the charts were sourced from the

European Forest Fire Information System and the
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre

CHART 1: This shows the area burnt in wildfire incidents in
France since 2017. The blaze in the Bordeaux region alone
accounted for more than 50% of the area burnt in 2026
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CHART 2: This shows the area burnt across the EU due to wildfires
from June till end of July every year. The destruction in Spain is
similar to 2022, while that in France is its worst ever

Il France M Spain Rest of European Union (EU)
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TABLE 1: Number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) due to wildfires in France.
The 2026 figures only represent the per-
sons displaced in the Bordeaux region

Number of IDPs due
— to wildfires
2017 7,300
2018 682
2019 548
2020 3,010
2021 8,000
2022 44,556
2023 3,313
2024 142
2025 2,476
2026 2,24,000*

*According to an Associated Press report.
The 2026 figure is more than three times
the total of the previous nine years

MAP 1: Each square represents a wildfire incident in the June to July period.
The size of the square is indicative of the area burnt in the incident

B 2025: 21 fires, 4,850 ha
Bl 2026: 70 fires, 64,185 ha

Le Porge, Area burnt
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Why are govt. schools shutting down?

Which States have witnessed the highest number of closures? How has school rationalisation affected children's access to education? Who bears the biggest

burden of government school closures? Can the Centre step in to reverse the trend? Why has the Right to Education Act fallen short?

EXPLAINER

G, Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
recent NITI Aayog report said
some 94,000 government
schools were closed over the
past decade, an average of 25a
day, contributing to a 2.26 crore decline
in government school enrolment. The
government schools’ share of total
enrolment has fallen from 71% in 2005 to
49.24% in 2024-25.

Why are government schools shutting
down?

School closures are happening across
States on the grounds of rationalisation.
The National Education Policy 2020
advocates such rationalisation but
without endangering the concept of
neighbourhood schools.

School closure numbers cannot be
explained away as gradual demographic
drift, urban migration and so on. Rather,
it is a coordinated administrative decision
taken in states where the poorest and
most rural children have the least
capacity to compensate for a school that
has vanished.

Which States are among the worst
affected?

Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmir lead in this.

In December 2025, Madhya Pradesh’s
School Education Department found that
7.37 lakh children in the state have no
school records. They are not enrolled in
any school — private or government.

In jhabua and Shivpuri, for instance,
29,000 children fall into the "Drop Box"
category - the department’s term for
those at imminent risk of dropping out.
Across the State’s 55 districts, more than
3,500 government schools recorded zero
new admissions this academic session.
Another 6,500 schools saw fewer than 10
admissions.

The department’s response was to

School closures are happening across States on the grounds of rationalisation. THULASI RAKKAT

instruct every district education officer to
paste lists of unmapped children on
school noticeboards, contact them
directly, and upload their details to the
State portal,

Statewide, 11,38 lakh children fall
under the "Drop Box” category. Another
1.23 lakh are already recorded as
dropouts. A further 1.55 lakh have left
school because their families were
displaced or migrated for work.

The department’s flagship outreach
programmes, School Chalen Hum and the
Home Contact Campaign, were built to
prevent exactly this. The State’s own audit
of its own scheme found three-quarters of
amillion children whom neither
programme had reached.

Government data tabled in the Lok
Sabha in February confirms the scale.
UDISE* figures show the national count of
government schools falling from 11,07
lakh in 2014-15 to 10.17 lakh in 2023-24, a
decline of roughly 89,000 that lines up
almost exactly with NITI Aayog's own
count. Private schools nationally grew
from 2.88 lakh to 3.31 lakh over the same
decade.

Madhya Pradesh’s government schools
fell from 1.22 lakh in 2018-19 to 99,411 the
very next year - a drop of roughly 22,600

| in twelve months. Uttar Pradesh's

government schools fell from 1.63 lakh to
1.38 lakh in that identical year, a drop of
over 25,000,

Reports on J&K’s rationalisation
programme documented children now
travelling 4 to 6 km daily to reacha
functioning school, violating
neighbourhood school mandates of Right
to Education Act (RTE).

More than 4,300 schools were closed
or merged under a rationalisation
scheme, with the Lok Sabha's own
UDISE+ figures showing the state's school
count falling from 23,167 in 202021 to
18,785 by 2022-23, alongside nearly
13,000 vacant teaching posts reported
separately in the state assembly.

What is the impact of the shutdown
of government schools?

Government schools in India are not a
neutral public utility used evenly across
classes. They are, disproportionately, the
schools of the poor — of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and the poorer
strata of backward-class communities,
India is home to roughly 60% of the
world’s below-poverty-line population,
and it is their children who fill

| government classrooms,

A 2019 National Sample Survey analysis
found access to free education declining
unevenly, with Muslim and Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe households
disproportionately marginalised from the
schools nearest to them.

The burden falls disproportionately on
girls who are the first to be withdrawn
when the nearest school stops being
nearby. What consolidation looks like on
the ground is often a single teacher
covering five classes at once - unable 1o
know an individual child’s background or
tailor instruction, technically in breach of
the Right to Education Act’s staffing and
quality norms.

Who is responsible for this trend?

In Lok Sabha, the concerned minister said
education is on the concurrent list, and
the responsibility for this trend lies
entirely with States. But the RTE isa
Central Act and the mandates on
neighbourhood schools are the Centre's
responsibility,

Further, the Centre seeks to intervene
in State school education by making
Central fund allocation for schools
conditional on NEP implementation and
also imposes a language policy. There are
avenues for the Centre to step in against
this trend.

The RTE Act, in force since 2010,
guarantees free and compulsory
education from age six to 14. RTE says
nothing binding about the quality of what
is delivered once a child is inside the
classroom. It creates entitlements that
children, by definition, cannot assert on
their own - and parents, particularly
poor and rural parents, often lack the
Jegal and Institutional capacity to enforce
either. RTE assumes a symmetry of power
between the state, the school, and the
family that does not exist on the ground.
RTE is not justiciable, in practice. School
Management Committees, the one
mechanism written into the RTE to give
parents and communities a formal voice,
largely go unconvened.

(The author is Chairman, Central Control
Commission, CPI(M))

THE GIST

-

Nearly 94,000 government
schools have dlosed over the
past decade under State-led
rationalisation drives, with
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir among the worst
affected, leading to falling
enrolmant and rising dropout
risks.

v

The closures have
disproportionately affected
poor, rural, Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and girl
students, while questions
remain over the Centre’s role in
enforcing neighbourhood
school norms under the Right
to Education Act



The article discusses the closure (or rationalisation) of government schools across India, highlighting
concerns over children's access to education, particularly for disadvantaged communities.

According to a NITI Aayog report, around 94,000 government schools have been closed over the past
decade—an average of 25 schools per day. This has coincided with a decline in government school
enrolment by 2.26 crore students, while the share of students enrolled in government schools fell from
71% in 2005 t0 49.24% in 2024-25.

Key Highlights (The Gist)

Indicator Details

Government schools closed Nearly 94,000 (last decade)

Average closures 25 schools/day

Decline in government school enrolment 2.26 crore students

Worst affected States Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir
Most affected groups Rural children, girls, SCs, STs, poor households

Main concern Rising dropouts and reduced access to neighbourhood schools



Why Are Government Schools Closing?

The primary reason cited is school rationalisation, where governments merge or close schools with low
enrolment and shift students to nearby institutions.

Policy Basis

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 encourages rationalisation without compromising access to
neighbourhood schools.

However, the article argues that implementation has often gone beyond this objective.

Other Factors

Factor Explanation

Low enrolment Fewer students in some schools

Migration Rural-to-urban movement reduces local enrolment
Administrative efficiency States seek to optimise teacher deployment
Budget constraints Maintaining very small schools is costly

Teacher shortages Schools with few students and teachers are merged



States Most Affected

State Situation

Uttar Pradesh Large decline in government schools and enrolment
Madhya Pradesh Significant closures; many children in "Drop Box" category
Jammu & Kashmir School mergers increased travel distance for children
Madhya Pradesh Example

o 7.37 lakh children had no school records.
« Many districts reported zero new admissions in numerous schools.
* Thousands of schools had fewer than 10 admissions.

National Trend

Year Government Schools
2014-15 11.07 lakh

2023-24 10.17 lakh

Decline: Approximately 89,000-90,000 schools, consistent with the NIT| Aayog estimate.

Meanwhile:

School Type Growth

Private schools Increased from 2.88 lakh to 3.31 lakh



Case Study: Uttar Pradesh

Indicator Data
Government schools (before) 1.63 lakh
Government schools (after) 1.38 lakh
Schools reduced Over 25,000
Impact on Children

Government schools primarily serve:

* Scheduled Castes (SC)

» Scheduled Tribes (ST)

* Other Backward Classes (OBC)
« Economically weaker sections
« Rural communities

Therefore, closures disproportionately affect vulnerable children.

Who Bears the Biggest Burden?
1. Girls

Girls are often the first to stop attending school if the nearest school is farther away due to:

« Safety concerns
» Household responsibilities
» Transport issues



Who Bears the Biggest Burden?

1. Girls

Girls are often the first to stop attending school if the nearest school is farther away due to:

» Safety concerns
* Household responsibilities
e Transport issues

2. Rural Students

Children in villages may now travel several kilometres daily, increasing absenteeism and dropout risk.

3. SC/ST Communities

A National Sample Survey (2019) indicated that school access declined more sharply for SC and ST
households when nearby schools closed.

4. Poor Families

Additional transport costs and longer travel times discourage continued schooling.



What is School Rationalisation?

School rationalisation aims to:

* Merge schools with very low enrolment.
* |mprove teacher utilisation.

« Consolidate resources.
« Enhance infrastructure.

Potential Benefits

Benefit

Better infrastructure

Efficient teacher deployment

Cost savings

Risks

Risk

Increased travel distance

Loss of neighbourhood schools

Overcrowding

Social exclusion

Explanation

Larger schools may have improved facilities

Reduces single-teacher schools

Better use of public funds

Impact

Higher dropout rates

Reduced accessibility

Lower teaching quality

Greater impact on disadvantaged groups



India School Education Snapshot (UDISE+ 2023-24)

Government
Indicator Schools
Number of 10,17,660
Schools
Share of Total 69.1%
Schools

Private Unaided
Schools

3,31,108

22.5%

Student Enrolment by Management

Indicator

Government Schools

Private Unaided Schools

Government-Aided Schools

Others (Madrasas, etc.)

Total Students

Teachers

Indicator

Total Teachers (2023-24)

Total Teachers (2025-26)

Students (Approx.)

=12.2 crore

=~9.6 crore

~2.2 crore

=0.5 crore

24.80 crore

Government-
Aided Schools

80,313

5.5%

Share

49.2%

38.8%

Number

98.08 lakh

1.03 crore



Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR)

PTR (Students per

Level Teacher)
Foundational 10:1
Preparatory 12:1
Middle 1721
Secondary 21:1

Key Comparisons

Parameter Government Schools
Number of schools 10.18 lakh

Student enrolment =12.2 crore

Primary beneficiaries Rural, SC/ST, OBC, EWS
Fee Free/Highly subsidized
Mid-Day Meal Yes (PM POSHAN)
Teacher recruitment Government service

RTE/NEP Benchmark

35 : 1 (upper primary norm)

Varies by stage

Private Schools

3.31lakh

~9.6 crore

Middle-income & urban
families

Fee-paying

Generally No

School management
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Word of the day

Chary:

characterised by great caution and wariness

Synonymes: careful, alert, circumspect,
considerate

Usa €. The manager was chary about hiring
too quickly.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/chary

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /tfeari/
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