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SC quashes cases against Gen Z protesters

Top court invokes power under Article 142 after l
Delhi Police say they do not wish to pursue FIRs

Krishnadas Raj I

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court,
T at the request of
the Centre, took a

rare and extraordinary
step on Tuesday to quash
criminal cases registered
against Gen Z protesters in-
volved in nationwide prot-
ests following the NEET-UG
2026 question paper leaks.

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant exercised
its absolute powers under
Article 142 of the Constitu-
tion to do “complete jus-
tice” and ensure that the
first information reports
(FIRs) over the protests
“will not be investigated,
and will be closed for all in-
tents and purposes”.

The court clarified its or-
der was not confined to
Delhi, but extended to all
States and Union Territo-
ries.

This came after a volte-
face from the Delhi Police,

which comes under the ju-
risdiction of the Union Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs.
Faced with the spectre of a
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) march on September
5 just days ahead of a high-
profile BRICS summit in
the national capital, the
Delhi Police told the court
on August 31 that it did not
wish to pursue the FIRs.

Following Tuesday’s de-
cision, the CJP announced
it was withdrawing its call
for the march. CJP co-con-
vener Saurav Das, who was
present in the court room
and was invited to address
the Bench, noted the “pos-
itive assurances” of the go-
vernment and the “judicial
sanctity bestowed upon
them” and said that the CJP
looked forward to com-
pliance with the “historic”
order.

The Bench, however, al-
lowed the Delhi Police to
file a “fresh and specific”
FIR against 2,873 indivi-
duals with criminal antece-

Respite at last: Cockroach Janta Party co-convener Saurav Das and other members celebrate in front
of the Supreme Court after the order on Tuesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

dents, who were spotted
by facial recognition tech-
nology at the Jantar Mantar
protest site in central Del-
hi. The court said the FIRs
should not prejudice their
rights, and they should be
given every opportunity to
defend themselves.

The top court said the
Centre would be at liberty
to ensure that States and
Union Territories did not
register any fresh FIRs with
respect to the CJP-led prot-
ests held between July 20
and July 25. Keralam, re-
presented by advocate Aljo

Joseph, appreciated the
court’s decision, saying
that police did not respond
with violence to the stu-
dent protests held in the
State.

It further directed the
Centre to frame a pan-In-
dia policy for compensat-

ing the families of students
who took their own lives
following the NEET-UG
2026 paper leaks, and then
make the payments within
three months.

‘Focus on careers’

The hour-long hearing
ended in a general round
of bonhomie with Chief
Justice Kant light-heartedly
saying, “All of us have seen
student life.” The CJI's oral
remarks about ‘cockroach-
es' and ‘parasites’ in the
same court room had
sparked the advent of the
Cockroach Janta Party
(@p).

The CJI, after pronounc-
ing the order, advised that
students must “concen-
trate on careers to esta-
blish and create a space in
a competitive world”. The
court said it chose to in-
voke Article 142, primarily
keeping in mind the “fu-
ture prospects of the
young protestors”.

“As an institution, we

POLITY e JUDICIARY

CJP withdraws its Sept. 5 march; Saurav Das says SC says fresh FIR can be filed against those with

the outfit looks forward to compliance with order ‘criminal antecedents’ spotted by surveillance

are thankful a constructive
environment has been
created that will help
youngsters. All the best
wishes,” Chief Justice Kant
said, giving expression to
an air of satisfaction preva-
lent in the court room.

During the pronounce-
ment of the order, the top
court asked the CJP’s Das
to share his statement to be
included in the order. Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta, who was appearing for
the Delhi Police, offered to
get a print-out from his
own chambers in the
court. Mr. Das said the
statement was couched in
“Gen Z lingo” and thanked
the court for the “historic”
order.

The hearing witnessed
Mr. Mehta join petitioners’
lawyers, senior advocate N.
Hariharan and advocate
Vrinda Grover, to press for
a ‘John Doe’ order restrain-
ing States from registering
any fresh cases linked to
the CJP-led protests.
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Court

Bench

Headed by

Constitutional provision

Purpose

Background

Major direction

Territorial reach reported

Important exception

Other direction

Supreme Court of India

Three-judge Bench

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant

Article 142

To do “complete justice”

NEET-UG 2026 paper-leak protests

Protest-related FIRs to be closed/quashed

States and Union Territories

Fresh FIR possible against specified persons with criminal antecedents, subject to due
process

Centre asked to frame a pan-India compensation policy for families of students who died by
suicide following the paper leaks
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Whatis Article 142 W R N

Article 142 empowers the Supreme Court to pass such decree or order as is
necessary for doing “complete justice” in any cause or matter pending before it.

IATE 142 Jaiw AT Bl TP JHE dfdd fbe! arae o «gof <arg”
(Complete Justice) Wﬁaﬂ%ﬂ ATAYDh mm%ﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁw
RIfea ST B |

Article 142(1)

Broadly:

Supreme Court may pass an order necessary for complete justice in a matter
pending before it.

Article 142(2)

Provides powers relating to matters such as:
e securing attendance of persons,

» discovery/production of documents,

* investigation or punishment of contempt.
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Normal judicial power Article 142

Operates through normal statutory/constitutional remedies Extraordinary constitutional power

Available to various courts according to jurisdiction Specifically vested in Supreme Court

Relief governed by applicable law Can supplement law to achieve complete justice, within constitutional limits
Routine Exceptional

CLASS24 e DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS ¢ ARTICLE 142 ¢ PROTEST RIGHTS 8
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AN FIK records information concerning the commission of a cognizable offence.

With the new criminal laws, the relevant framework is primarily under the:

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023
which replaced the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973 from July 1, 2024.

Concept Meaning

Cognizable offence Police can generally investigate and arrest according to law without first

obtaining a magistrate's warrant

Non-cognizable offence Police generally require magistrate's order for investigation
FIR Information relating to cognizable offence recorded according to law
Zero FIR FIR can initially be registered irrespective of territorial jurisdiction and then

transferred appropriately
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7. Constitutional Right to Protest

The Constitution does not contain a Fundamental Right specifically worded as “Right to Protest.”

It flows principally from:

Article 19

Article Right

19(1)(a) Freedom of speech and expression

19(1)(b) Assemble peaceably and without arms

19(1)(c) Form associations/unions/co-operative societies
Therefore:

Peaceful protest = constitutionally protected democratic activity

but

Right to protest = unlimited right to occupy any public place indefinitely or commit violence.

Reasonable restrictions may be imposed according to Articles 19(2) and 19(3).

CLASS24 e DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS ¢ ARTICLE 142 ¢ PROTEST RIGHTS
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* EXAM LENS
Citizens' Rights State's Responsibility
Expression Public order
Peaceful assembly Safety
Political dissent Prevention of violence
Demonstrations Traffic/public access
Criticism of government Protection of rights of others

A constitutional democracy therefore requires a balance between dissent and public order.

9. Important Supreme Court Cases on Protest

A. Himat Lal K. Shah v. Commissioner of Police (1973)

The State can regulate public meetings but cannot arbitrarily extinguish the freedom of assembly.

B. Ramlila Maidan Incident (2012)

The Supreme Court emphasised the importance of peaceful protest and assembly while also recognising
legitimate regulatory powers of the State.

C. Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India (2018)

The Court considered the need to balance:
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% EXAM LENS

POLITY e JUDICIARY

Importance

Union Carbide/Bhopal Gas case Article 142 used in settlement context
Supreme Court Bar Association v. Union of India (1998) Important discussion of limits of Article 142
Ayodhya judgment (2019) Article 142 used for complete justice-related directions

SC held it can directly dissolve marriage on ground of irretrievable breakdown using

Shilpa Sailesh v. Varun Sreenivasan (2023) RIS T 1) 170 S R s
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Article 142

Authority Supreme Court Supreme Court High Courts

Main purpose Enforcement of Fundamental Rights Complete justice Writ jurisdiction
Fundamental Right itself? Yes No No

Scope FR enforcement Pending cause/matter before SC FR + other legal rights
Dr. Ambedkar's description “Heart and soul” of Constitution — —
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Public Order State List
Police State List
Criminal law Concurrent List
Criminal procedure Concurrent List

CLASS24 e DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS ¢ ARTICLE 142 ¢ PROTEST RIGHTS



Consider the following statements:

1. Article 142 empowers both the Supreme Court and High Courts
to pass orders necessary for complete justice.

2. The right to assemble peacefully and without arms is guaranteed
under Article 19(1)(b).

3. Police and Public Order are subjects in the State List.

4. Education was transferred from the State List to the Concurrent
List by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment.

5. Right to Privacy has been recognised by the Supreme Court as a
Fundamental Right.

Which statements are correct?

A.1, 2,3 and 4 only
B. 2, 3,4 and 5 only
C.1,3 and 5 only
D. 2,4 and 5 only

CLASS24 e DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS ¢ ARTICLE 142 ¢ PROTEST RIGHTS
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GST revenue grows 14.8% in

Aug. to nearly X2 lakh crore

Official data show revenue from imports grew 29%, whereas revenue from domestic transactions
grew in the single digits; net collections grew a relatively lower 8.3% on higher refunds given out

T.C.A. S dR van
NEW DELHI

ross Goods and Ser-
G vices Tax (GST) col-

lections grew near-
ly 15% to about ¥2 lakh
crore in August, official da-
ta released on Tuesday
showed. Net collections,
however, grew a relatively
lower 8.3% on higher re-
funds being given out.

The Gross GST revenue
stood at ¥1,99,853 crore in
August 2026, reflecting the
business activity of July.

The data also shows that
the collections for August
last year were revised
downward from the origi-
nally reported ¥1.86 lakh
crore to ¥1.74 lakh crore. As
a result, the growth in
gross collections in July
2026 now stands at 14.8%.

Had the July 2025 figure
not been revised, growth
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The sharp 72.6% surge in domestic refunds driven by inverted duty
structures signals an imbalance, says an analyst. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

in gross GST collections in
August 2026 would have
been 7%.

Within the data, tax ana-
lysts have also pointed out
the continued robust
growth in revenues from
imports as opposed to the
slower growth in revenue
from domestic
transactions.

“The quality of collec-
tions warrants closer atten-
tion,” Manoj Mishra, Partn-
er and Tax Controversy
Management Leader at
Grant Thornton Bharat
said. “While gross GST re-
venue expanded by 14.8%
year-on-year, domestic col-
lections grew 9.3%, whe-
reas import-related GST

surged 29%, indicating that
trade-linked activity conti-
nues to make a dispropor-
tionately higher contribu-
tion to revenue buoyancy.”
They also pointed out
that the sharp increase in
refunds, which grew near-
ly 68% overall in August
2026, also pointed to struc-
tural issues that the GST
Council should take note of
in its next meeting sche-
duled on September 12.
“The sharp 72.6% surge
in domestic refunds, dri-
ven by inverted duty struc-
tures, signals a structural
imbalance that warrants
urgent redressal,” Vivek Ja-
lan, Partner at Tax Con-
nect Advisory Services LLP
said. “The Hon’ble GST
Council may address these
anomalies in its forthcom-
ing meeting to ensure that
the tax framework sup-
DOrts competitiveness.”
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August 2026

Gross GST collection %1,99,853 crore
Gross YoY growth 14.8%
Domestic GST revenue growth 9.3%
Import-related GST growth 29%
Net GST collection growth 8.3%
Overall refunds growth ~68%
Domestic refunds growth ~72.6%
Major concern Inverted Duty Structure
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Parameter %_Q&

Introduced 1July 2017 1 TS 2017

Amendment 101st Amendment, 2016 1013?14"%%14@%[:[
Nature Indirect tax STUIE HI

Principle Destination-based tax Tiaeq MUTRT B

Taxable event Supply 31Tq;ﬁ

Article 246A GST legislative powers GSTWWW@W
Article 269A Inter-State GST RIS GST

Article 279A GST Council GSTURYG

Council Chairperson Union Finance Minister Wﬁﬂﬁ

GST Network IT backbone GERICARN L]
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5. Why did GST collection grow 14.8%7?

Several factors can contribute:

Factor Impact @)
Economic activity More transactions = higher tax

Imports 29% revenue growth

Formalisation More transactions within tax system

E-invoicing Better compliance

E-way bills Transaction tracking

Digital payments Greater traceability

Data analytics Detection of mismatches/evasion

Inflation/value effect Higher nominal transaction values can increase collections

But remember:

Higher GST collection = automatically 14.8% higher real economic growth.

GST is collected on nominal taxable transactions, so inflation, tax rates, compliance and imports also
affect revenue.
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Why are GST Refunds Given?

Refunds may arise due to:

e exports/zero-rated supplies

e excess tax payment

* accumulated Input Tax Credit

* inverted duty structure

e certain deemed exports

* finalisation of provisional assessments

Refunds themselves are not necessarily bad. Timely legitimate
refunds improve business cash flows.

The concern arises when unusually large refunds indicate
structural tax-design problems.
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Normal structure

Tax on Inputs < Tax on Final Product
Inverted Duty Structure

GST rate on INPUTS > GST rate on OUTPUT
Example:

Suppose:

Input GST = 18%

Final product GST = 5%

A manufacturer pays high GST while purchasing inputs but
collects a lower amount of GST while selling the final product.

Result:
Unused Input Tax Credit accumulates - Refund claims rise
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Manufacturer purchases inputs worth X100.
Input GST @18%:

18 ITC

Final product sold for X150.

Output GST @5%:

X7.50

Available ITC =X18

Output liability = X7.50

Excess ITC:

X10.50
This illustrates why an inverted duty structure can create
accumulated credit/refund pressure.
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Input Tax Credit (ITC) — Core GST Concept
Suppose:

Manufacturer pays GST on raw material = X18
GST payable on final product = X28

Then:

Net GST liability = X28 - X18 =X10

The X18 is:

Input Tax Credit

Why ITC?

Without ITC:

Tax on tax - Cascading effect

With ITC:

Value addition is effectively taxed through the chain.
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Alcohol for human consumption Outside GST

Petroleum crude GST levy deferred

Petrol GST levy deferred

Diesel GST levy deferred

ATF GST levy deferred
Natural gas GST levy deferred
Electricity Outside regular GST levy
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GST Council — Article279A * A W

The President constitutes the GST Council
under Article 279A.

Union Finance Minister Chairperson
Union Minister of State for Finance/Revenue Member
State Finance/Taxation Ministers or nominated Ministers Members
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Are GST Council Recommendations Binding?

Important Supreme Court case:

Union of India v. Mohit Minerals Pvt. Ltd. (2022)

The Supreme Court held that GST Council recommendations are not binding on the Union and States in the manner of legislation; they have persuasive value within
the constitutional scheme.
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Important Constitutional Articles
Easy memory

246A - Power

269A - Inter-State

279A - Council
Article _________ |Provision

246A Special provision regarding GST
269A GST on inter-State trade/commerce
279A GST Council

366(12A) Definition of GST
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2000 Empowered Committee discussions on GST

2006 GST implementation target discussed in Union Budget
2016 101st Constitutional Amendment

2017 GST launched on 1 July

2022 Mohit Minerals judgment

2026 GST completes more than nine years
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Consider the following statements regarding GST:
1. GST is a destination-based indirect tax.

2. The GST Council is a constitutional body constituted under
Article 279A.

3. The Union government's vote carries one-third weight in GST
Council voting.

4. The Supreme Court has held that GST Council
recommendations are binding on Parliament and State
legislatures.

5. Exports are treated as zero-rated supplies under GST.
Which statements are correct?

A. 1,2 and 3 only

B.1, 2,3 and 5 only

C.2,3,4 and 5 only

D.1,2,3,4and 5
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DEFENCE ¢ WOMEN

AVM Shakti Sharma scripts history as
highest-ranking woman IAF officer

1st woman officer
(non-medical) in
the armed forces to
attain the rank of
Air Vice Marshal

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, September 1

AIR VICE-MARSHAL Shakti
Sharma has made historyasthe
firstwoman officer (non-medi-
cal)in the Indian defence forces
to achieve the rank of Air Vice
Marshal (or its equivalent).
Sheisthe first woman officer
in the Indian Armed Forces to
break this glass ceilingand reach
such a milestone. In the Army
and Navy, women officers so far
havereached the rank of Colonel
and equivalent. On Tuesday,
AVM Sharmaassumed chargeas
Assistant Chief of the Air Staff
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Air Vice Marshal Shakti Sharma with Vice Chief of the Air Staff Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit in New Delhi on Tuesday. #1i

(Education)at Air Headquarters,
the Ministry of Defencesaidina
statement, adding that thisland-
markachievement marksa new
chapterinthejourney of women
officers in the defence forces.
Commissioned intothe Edu-
cation Branchofthe IAF onJune
18, 1994, the senior officer has
served acrossvarious traininges-
tablishments, field stations,

command headquartersand Air
Headquarters in her over three
decadesofdistinguished service.

The Ministry of Defence
statement noted that through-
out her career, AVM Sharma
has spearheaded key institu-
tional initiatives, including es-
tablishingthe IAF Chairs of Ex-
cellence at IIT-Kanpur and
Pune University to drive aca-

demic and strategic defence
collaboration. She is also the
first woman officer from the
Tri-Services tocommand a Sai-
nik School, serving as Principal
of Sainik School, Kapurthala.

One ofthe key reasonswhy a
woman officercould achieve this
feat is attributed to the IAF offi-
cially granting Permanent Com-
mission statustowomen officers
in 2010. Since then, the IAF has
streamlined opportunities for
their promotion and career de-
velopment, including their par-
ticipation in career courses.

The Army and Navy started
granting Permanent Commis-
sion to women officers in select
arms/services and branchesin
2008. However, that was ex-
tended to other branches in
2020 after the top court’s inter-
vention. The fact that only one
woman officer (non-medical)
has attained the rank of AVM
reflects the highly competitive
nature of career advancement
in the Armed Forces.
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DEFENCE ¢ WOMEN

_

Officer

Service

Branch

Commissioned

Historic achievement

New appointment

Service

Other first

Sainik School

Previous role there
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Air Vice Marshal Shakti Sharma

Indian Air Force (IAF)

Education Branch

18 June 1994

First woman non-medical officer in Indian Armed Forces to reach AVM/equivalent rank

Assistant Chief of the Air Staff (Education), Air Headquarters

32+ years

First woman from the three Services to command a Sainik School

Sainik School Kapurthala

Principal
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2. Why is this achievement historically important?

Until this milestone, according to the report, women officers outside the medical stream had not reached
this level in India's Armed Forces.

Rank level

Air Vice Marshal = Two-Star Rank

Indian Army Indian Navy Indian Air Force
Major General Rear Admiral Air Vice Marshal
Therefore:

AVM Shakti Sharma - first non-medical woman officer across the three Services to reach two-
star rank/equivalent.
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Broad functions

DEFENCE ¢ WOMEN

Combat

Technical

Logistics

Administration

Education

Meteorology

Medical
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Fighter operations

Engineering/maintenance

Supply and operational support

Personnel/organisation

Training and professional education

Weather support

Armed Forces Medical Services
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DEFENCE ¢ WOMEN

Indian Army Indian Navy Indian Air Force

L X X X General Admiral Air Chief Marshal
U X X Lieutenant General Vice Admiral Air Marshal

U X Major General Rear Admiral Air Vice Marshal
* Brigadier Commodore Air Commodore
- Colonel Captain Group Captain

- Lieutenant Colonel Commander Wing Commander
- Major Lieutenant Commander Squadron Leader
— Captain Lieutenant Flight Lieutenant
— Lieutenant Sub Lieutenant Flying Officer

CLASS24 o DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS e IAF ¢ GENDER INCLUSION



DEFENCE ¢ WOMEN

% EXAM LENS
Details

Commissioned into IAF

Branch Education

Training establishments Served in various institutions

Field stations Served

Command Headquarters Served

Air Headquarters Served

Current position Assistant Chief of Air Staff (Education)

Major contribution Defence education and institutional development
Career span More than three decades
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y 4

Parameter

DEFENCE ¢ WOMEN

First Sainik Schools

Administrative framework

Governing body

Chairperson of Society

Major objective

Recent major reform
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1961

Ministry of Defence

Sainik Schools Society

Defence Minister

Prepare students for NDA and develop leadership

Girls admitted to Sainik Schools
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Year/Period Development

Women began being inducted as officers in several non-medical branches through the

1992 Women Special Entry Scheme

1994 Shakti Sharma commissioned in IAF Education Branch

2008 Army and Navy began granting Permanent Commission to women in selected
branches/services

2010 IAF began granting Permanent Commission to women officers in specified branches

2015 Government approved induction of women into IAF fighter stream on experimental basis

2016 First batch of women fighter pilots commissioned

2020 Landmark SC judgment expanded Permanent Commission opportunities for women in
Army

2021 Supreme Court opened NDA examination to women

2022 First women cadets entered NDA

2023 Women officers entered additional command opportunities in Army

2026 Shakti Sharma becomes first non-medical woman officer to reach AVM/equivalent rank

CLASS24 o DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS e IAF ¢ GENDER INCLUSION



% EXAM LENS

14. First Women Fighter Pilots of India

In 2016, the first women fighter pilots commissioned into the IAF included:

e Avani Chaturvedi
e Bhawana Kanth
e Mohana Singh

Prelims Connection

Person Known for

Avani Chaturvedi Among first women fighter pilots
Bhawana Kanth Among first women fighter pilots
Mohana Singh Among first women fighter pilots

Shakti Sharma First non-medical woman to reach AVM/equivalent
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Consider the following statements:

1. Air Vice Marshal is equivalent to Major General in the
Army and Rear Admiral in the Navy.

2. Shakti Sharma is the first woman from any branch
whatsoever to attain a two-star or higher rank in India's
Armed Forces.

3. Article 33 empowers Parliament to restrict certain
Fundamental Rights of members of the Armed Forces.

4. Sainik Schools function under the institutional framework
of the Ministry of Defence.

Which of the statements are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only

B. 1, 3and 4 only

C. 2,3 and 4 only

D.1,2,3and4
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Word of the day

Lacuna:
a blank gap or missing part

Syn ONYMS: shortage, lack, deficiency,
paucity, absence, scarcity

Usage: Thereis a lacuna in the report that
needs to be addressed.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/lacuna

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /lakju:na/

CLASS24 e DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS e RAS ¢ UPSC




QUICK REVISION

Thank you
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