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Iran bombs U.S. allies across West Asia

Iran vows revenge for the killing of Supreme
Leader Khamenei; trades strikes with Israel

Associated Press

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN/DUBAI

Sunday after the kill-

ing of its Supreme
Leader, and traded strikes
with Israel as part of a wi-
dening war prompted by a
U.S. and Israeli bombard-
ment a day earlier.

U.S. President Donald
Trump warned that any re-
taliation would only lead to
further escalation. He said
he would “be talking” to
Iranian leaders but was
vague on the timing and
noted that much of the
country’s leadership was
dead.

“They want to talk, and
I have agreed to talk, so I
will be talking to them.
They should have done it
sooner,” he was quoted as
saying by The Atlantic.

Blasts in Tehran sent a
huge plume of smoke into

l ran vowed revenge on

the sky in an area where
there are government
buildings. Iranian state te-
levision said that it had
been targeted by strikes.

“The technical team is
assessing the damage,”
said the broadcaster.

Iranian authorities say
more than 200 people
have been killed since the
start of the U.S. and Israeli
strikes that killed Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and other se-
nior leaders.

Earlier, Iran fired mis-
siles at an ever-widening
list of targets in Israel and
Gulf Arab states in retalia-
tion while Israel pledged
“non-stop” strikes against
Iran’s leaders and military.

In Israel, loud explo-
sions caused by missile im-
pacts or interceptions
could be heard in Tel Aviv.

Israel’s rescue services
said nine people were
killed and 28 wounded in a
strike that hit a synagogue

Trump warns against retaliation; Israel pledges
‘non-stop’ strikes against Iran’s leaders, military

Avideo grab from Israeli military footage shows strikes on what it calls ‘headquarters of the Iranian
terror regime’ in Tehran. AFP

in the central town of Beit
Shemesh, bringing the ov-
erall death toll in the coun-
try to 11. The U.S. military
said three service mem-
bers have been killed and
five seriously wounded in
the Iran operation.

Iran’s President Masoud

Pezeshkian said in a pre-re-
corded message aired on
state television that a new
leadership council had be-
gun its work.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said a new
Supreme Leader would be
chosen in “one or two

days”. Iran has named Aya-
tollah Alireza Arafi, a se-
nior cleric, to its interim
leadership council.

The interim council,
which will also include the
President and the head of
the judiciary, will lead the
country until the Assembly

of Experts “elects a perma-
nent leader as soon as
possible”.

Escalating tensions

“You have crossed our red
line and must pay the
price,” Iran’s parliamen-
tary Speaker, Mohammad
Bagher Qalibaf, said in a te-
levised address on Sunday.
“We will deliver such de-
vastating blows that you
yourselves will be driven to

Mr. Trump warning
against any retaliation said
on a social media post,
“They better not do that. If
they do, we will hit them
with a force that has never
been seen before!”

He also said that the
strikes had sunk nine Ira-
nian naval vessels and par-
tially destroyed Iran’s navy
headquarters.

As US. and Israeli
strikes have pounded Iran,
the Islamic Republic has

New leadership council begins work, says Iran;
next Supreme Leader to be chosen in a few days

retaliated with missiles and
drone attacks on Israel and
nearby Arab Gulf countries
hosting U.S. forces.

Israel’s Defence Minister
Israel Katz said on Sunday
that Israel will have “a non-
stop air train” of strikes
against military and leader-
ship targets in Iran.

Shrapnel from Iranian
attacks on Abu Dhabi
killed two people, state
media said, and debris
from aerial interceptions
caused fires at the city's
main port and on the fa-
cade of the Burj Al Arab
hotel.

Attacks also extended
into Oman — Iran’'s long-
time interlocutor with the
West that hadn't been
drawn into the fray
previously.
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Iran strikes on Israel kill 9; three
U.S. service members dead, 5 hurt

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards launch large-scale attack, causing explosions in Riyadh, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Doha, Manama,

Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, with Saudi Arabia intercepting missiles; Pentagon denies Iran’s claim of striking USS Abraham Lincoln

Agence France-Presse

Reuters
DUBAI

ran strikes on Israel
l killed at least nine per-

sons and left 11 mis-
sing in the city of Beit She-
mesh on Sunday, first
responders said, as Iran
vowed revenge after the
killing of its Supreme Lead-
er. Another 28 were
wounded, the Magen Da-
vid Adom emergency ser-
vice said. The police said
there was a direct hit on a
building.

Three members of the
U.S. military have been
killed and five others se-
riously wounded in the op-
eration against Iran, the

Slipping past Dome: An explosion caused by a projectile impact
after Iran launched missiles into Israel, in Tel Aviv. REUTERS

Pentagon said on Sunday,
announcing the first Amer-
ican deaths in the U.S.-Is-
raeli campaign.

[ran’s  Revolutionary
Guards announced a

“large-scale” attack on
Sunday, and blasts were
heard in Riyadh, Dubai,
Abu Dhabi, Doha, Mana-
ma, Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv.

Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian declared Kha-
menei’s killing a “declara-
tion of war against Mus-
lims” and warned: “Iran
considers it its legitimate
duty and right to avenge
the perpetrators and mas-
terminds of this historic
crime.”

U.S. defence systems in-
tercepted at least two
drones over the city of Er-
bil in northern Iraq, as si-
rens sounded from the
American consulate.

Saudi Arabia intercept-
ed Iranian missiles target-
ing Riyadh’s international
airport and the Prince Sul-
tan Airbase, which houses
U.S. military personnel, a
Gulf source said, adding

that the interception did
not disrupt navigation or
cause any human or mate-
rial losses. Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Kuwait and Mana-
ma airports were also tar-
geted by attacks.

Meanwhile, The Penta-
gon denied Iran’s claim to
have struck the aircraft car-
rier USS Abraham Lincoln
with ballistic missiles in the
Gulf. “The Lincoln was not
hit. The missiles launched
didn’t even come close,”
U.S. Central Command
said on X.

Elsewhere, OPEC+
agreed a modest oil output
boost of 2,06,000 barrels
per day for April as the
U.S.-Israeli war on Iran dis-
rupted oil flows.
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TOP-LEVEL HUDDLE BECAME SITTING TARGET FOR ISRAEL

> CIA had been tracking > Fighter jets took off (:
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei from Israel around 6am; - @\ i .
for months. Learned of long-range missiles 4 :

meeting of top Iranian struck the Tehran
officials Saturday morning compound around 9.40am
in the heart of Tehran, where | 5 hile top national
Khamenei would be present | secyrity officials were in

> US and Israel were to one building, Khamenei
launch the strikes at night, was in another
but changed the timing once | 5 Besides Khamenei,

they got intel on the meeting | |ran confirmed 5 deaths:

> US honed the intel it had IRGC chief Gen Mohd
gathered on the Iranian Pakpour, military council
leadership for the June 2025 | head Ali Shamkhani, nat'l
strikes that killed key Iranian | intel chief Gholamreza
military leaders and scientists| Rezaian, chief of staff of
and damaged nuclear site. armed forces Abdolrahim ! Pt/
Using US intel and its own, Mousavi, and defence P QG ~

Israel executed the operation | minister Aziz Nasirzadeh  FY IS e R et AR U VAL protest against Khameneu s killing

MOURNING, CELEBRATION & CONCERN AS ATTACKS WIDEN

4 > Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader > Khamenei’s death mourned and

for nearly four decades, turned it celebrated alike in Tehran, while

| into a regional power, with its foreign protests break out in Pak and Baghdad.
policy centred on unswerving hostility | Demonstrations held in Srinagar, Delhi
— | towards US and Israel and Hyderabad as well

» Taking over from Ayatollah Khomeini, | > Saudi Arabia and UAE stepped

4 founder of the Islamic Republic, up criticism of Iran’s retaliatory
Khamenei blocked attempts at reforms | strikes across the Gulf. ‘Return to

=¥ at home, labelled public demands for your senses,” a senior foreign policy
el change as “sedition” and squelched adviser to the UAE president said.
dissent with arrests and executions Saudi Arabia’s foreign ministry

_ _ > S P25 > Abroad, he trained and armed militias | Said Iran’s attacks needed a ‘firm’
Protesters at Srinagar's LaI Chowk on Sunday in Gaza Strip, Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen | international response




WHY THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ MATTERS

The narrow waterway between Why it’s critical
Iran and Oman acts as a critical for India
global oil artery.

m 2.6 million

bpd, nearly half of
barrels per India’s imports transit
day (bpd) via the Stralt

of crude oil and petroleum liquids
pass through it — about 20% of 50%' IUS

global oil trade of LNG moves through

0 this route. India’s
20"30 A) natural gas consumption
of global LNG pegged at 196 million

- 7 trade is through  standard cubic meters
== this route per day
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w
Brent prices flare up; Russian
cargoes come back in focus

® Every S10rise to
up annual import
bill by $14 billion

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, March 1

THE WAR THAT erupted in
West Asia on February 28 has
triggered an oil shock that is
now rippling through global
markets and straight into
India’s economic calculus.

Brent crude prices had
surged from around $65 per
barrelto $72-73 on Friday, the
highest since July, buoyed by
growing concern over the
potential attacks thatarriveda
day later.

On Sunday, prices jumped
10% toabout $80abarrel over
the counter, oil traders told
Reuters,jolting energy markets
and placing the Strait of Hor-

OIL TURMOIL

Brent crude prices
($ per barrel)
78
72.48
65 4

60 4

99

Jan?2

Source: Investing.com

muz — the narrowartery carry-
ing nearly half of India’s crude
imports — under the spotlight.

Continued on Page 2

Opec+ agrees
on modest oil
output boost

REUTERS
London/Moscow, March 1

OPEC+ AGREED A mod-
est oil output boost of
206,000 barrels per day
for April on Sunday just as
the US-Israeli war on Iran
and Tehran's retaliation
disrupted oil flows from
key members of the pro-
ducer group in West Asia.

Opec+ has a history of
raising oil output to cushion
disruptions but analysts
said the group currently has
little spare capacity.

Continued on Page 11




Q. Consider the following statements about a West Asia
escalation involving Iran—Israel-U.S.:

1.Heightened risk around the Strait of Hormuz can raise
global oil prices and shipping insurance costs even without
a complete blockade.

2.Such a conflict has negligible implications for India’s
economy because India’s oil dependence on West Asia is
minimal.

3.Leadership uncertainty in Iran can add a “risk premium”
to energy markets and regional security calculations.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3
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Why key to coconut cultivation today
is sustamablllty, not productmty

‘The ‘Coconut Promocion Schesne’ must not be [
‘M&‘F‘Jﬁmﬂmiﬂ\‘MMM@AM"MM’W“[@ ming reggions alony the west oot

Hwat and disvase
India bs the world's largest prodecer and
of Thee o )

prices of coconut and sender cocom
remadn o bigher than peesallng
imernatiomal prices even though the
oducevity per palm i tndla & siready
than in Sei Laniks, the Phdippines,
Indoncsha. In like

plantations may rie by §65-21°C by 2060
sl 0 3.2 °C by 2000 Hagfher
temperamare without a sigrhcant change
i1 thve sadnelall rwels vl inncrvew the
vapuue presiiny defick and issemify
drought stress

Studion have also Srusdd thae lange parts

dia. iscluding

along with the south interior region of
Tarnd Nada and the eest coats coukd
Decoene kess sutabie Sor cocoamu
cultivasion in the coming decades s a
resalt,

Eapanded wupe

The CPORI bas Sound thar coconut cam
Bl be cultivated alutyg the Western (luss
belt in Kerala, coastal Karnasaka, and

aw
Large tracts of land vested with the

anunﬂ"u-!!nulln oiorant,
drougit resiient. and deease-ressuan

Farmer prodocer copanbsstions PO,
cooperaivws, and cradible private
rurseries should abo be enatied to
e produce these reiient weding.

tam,

The apect of the scheme to ey
A entai free oc
Mmmw-h—

«anxuc.lhﬂnnnm
wsbntendard e pooety stoewd, reckacing
the nukcroddal viebilry.

Inwtead, the Statw shomld comider
direct betiefit transfers, since farmers
st be trussed 10 decide whwther they
oed breigation systems, soil

domeszic price of cocomnut baw Increased
10 fovest 0 processing unts during am

Mwﬂlnlnalh)dmlm

s okl

(endir
trocomue o). Seraller bt betier desiged
projects catt yhedd soce wedul lessons 2
well

Dervetailing e Covnmst Froenotinn
Scheme’ with the Ouster

coukd sl evenstually
:3"""....' sl oot o

coctmint vakae addition, so there s no destroying Ivellhoods and that clioate
reason for them 1o xstecribe 1o the saoe wuress ks 0o looger theoresicsd.
variant of the schemo implemented by The Uoconut Promotion Scherme’ s an
e NEIR, that seo with 0 atudy wed develop
e chmate-resibent and disse resitant
and audining eegul The cocou varieties, and 10 ackaowlodye
mm*owumﬂx that esbancing productivity alome won't
, confusing farmers secure the future. Clmate resfience, wilt

dewgied
mkmmmm.mmrpu

resistance, direct trust in Gaomers, and
honest esabution of past fatlures st

pubde inplemertation.
mmmmwnm
hl’
decaden. If set, however, it will be yot
alocation tha

anoches wel-mientioned
dowmrt't ackdowns the resd crimes facing
cukivaton.

Coowpery, awd CARIARS howmnstir
Farmer Awsarder. ranprtongigeeat.com)

Of dlimate-resilient

THE GIST

s & S workds latgent
Poduo w0 Cordate of
COCHRRS. ot e
Sorssie 2eces o oot
W e OB T
far higher than presadang
rangrerdd @

Tty Chovte Crngs il
Dot B0 PN (ONLS
U preductnty S cocsent
QST W 15 CnVy



1) What the article is saying

e Central message
e Coconut cultivation today must be built around sustainability (climate + disease resilience), not
just higher yields.
e Productivity-focused expansion without resilience can increase risk of future crop failure.
e Policy context mentioned
e The Union Budget 2026-27 announced a “Coconut Promotion Scheme" aimed at improving
productivity by rejuvenating old/low-performing gardens and encouraging new plantations.

e The article argues the scheme must go beyond distributing high-yield seedlings.

2) Why “productivity-first” is risky now
e Climate stress
» Rising heat and erratic rainfall increase drought stress, reduce suitable areas, and weaken palms
—making them more vulnerable to pests/diseases.
» Disease stress
o Diseases (example highlighted: root wilt) can devastate livelihoods; climate stress makes such

outbreaks more damaging.



3) What should be done differently (recommended approach)

o Seed/variety strategy must be climate-smart
e Don't focus only on "high-yield".
» Prioritise climate-resilient varieties for east coast + peninsular regions.
» Prioritise wilt-tolerant varieties for west coast coconut belts.
e Strengthen research + multiplication system
o Build/expand mother palm gardens, and strengthen breeding for:
e heat tolerance
e drought resilience
» disease resistance
e Enable rapid multiplication through FPOs/cooperatives + credible nurseries.
e Fix implementation design
 Many schemes fail due to “input distribution” mind-set (biological inputs, micro-nutrients etc.)
with poor storage/quality.
e Consider direct benefit support so farmers can choose what they need (irrigation, soil
improvement, labour for rejuvenation, etc.).
e Value chain: don't over-trust “big clusters”
e Large centrally-designed clusters may remain “on paper” due to high barriers and weak farmer
participation.
o Prefer small, well-designed pilots with clear, fool-proof metrics and genuine handholding.



India-EU To Grant Each Other
‘Most Favoured Nation’ Status



* India and the European Union are set to grant each other ‘Most Favoured
Nation’ status for five years from the date the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) comes
into effect.

e What is ‘Most Favoured Nation’ status?

e According to the World Trade Organization (WTO), the MFN principle
guarantees non-discriminatory trade by requiring countries to treat all trading
partners equally.



Core Principle:

e |f a country grants a special| favour such as a lower customs duty to one trading

partner, it must extend the
e Countries cannot normally

same benefit to all other WTO members.
discriminate between their trading partners.

* MFN ensures equality, predictability, and transparency in international trade.

The MFN principle is foundational to the multilateral trading

system and is embedded in key WTO agreements:

e MFN is enshrined in Article
(GATT).

1 of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

e MFN is a priority principle under Article 2 of the General Agreement on Trade

in Services (GATS).

Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement.

e MFN is reflected in Article A}of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of



National Science
Day 2026




« National Science Day is celebrated every year on 28th February to commemorate the discovery of the ‘Raman

Effect’ made by the physicist Sir C.V. Raman.

About

» Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1930 for the discovery of the Raman Effect.

« The first celebration took place on February 28, 1987, marking the beginning of a tradition that continues to
inspire generations.

» The objective of the observation of National Science Day is to spread the message of the importance of science
and its application among the people.

« Theme for 2026: “Women in Science: Catalyzing Viksit Bharat”

About C V Raman

He founded the Indian Journal of Physics in 1926.

He became the first Indian director of the Indian Institute of Science (lISc) in 1933.
He established the Raman Research Institute in 1948.

In 1954, the Government of India honored him with the Bharat Ratna.
Raman Effect

» When a beam of light passes through a transparent medium (such as a liquid or gas), a small fraction
of the scattered light changes in wavelength.
« This change occurs due to the interaction of light with the vibrational and rotational energy levels of

the molecules in the medium.



16th Finance Commission
(FC): Push to Urban Local
Governments



e Recently, the 16th Finance Commission (FC)
report, tabled in Parliament, has

significantly enhanced the share of grants to Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs), signalling a structural shift in
India’s fiscal federalism in favour of urban
governance.



Key Highlights of the 16th FC For ULBs

« Increased Share for Urban Local Bodies: Share of grants to ULBs increased to 45%; (36% in 15th FC, & 26% in
13th FC).
» Sharp Rise in Absolute Allocation: Recommended grants to ULBs: ¥3.56 lakh crore;

» Abigger share forurbanlocal govts

® Grants forurban localgovts  ® Grants for rural local govts
10th FC (1995-2000)
Tith FC (2000-2005)
12th FC (2005-2010)
13th FC (2010-2015) 1A%
14th FC (2015-2020)  10%]
15th FC (2021-2026)
16th FC (2026-2031) . 55%]

SOURCE: JANAAGRAHA

» More than double the 15th FC's ¥1.55 lakh crore;
» Nearly 15 times higher than the 13th FC allocation;

« |t marks the largest ever fiscal support to urban governance in India.



* Rationale Behind Increasing Share in 16th FC

 Cities As Growth Pole: Cities contribute nearly two-thirds of India’s GDP, making them
engines of economic growth.

* India adds millions to its urban population annually due to migration and natural
growth.

* Rising Urbanisation & Growing Urban Population: Urbanisation in India is steadily
increasing, demanding higher fiscal capacity at the city level.

* Census 2011: 31% population urban;
* Projected urbanisation by 2031: 41%
* Global comparison: China (45%); Indonesia (54%); and Brazil (87%)



e Data Gaps in Urbanisation: A World Bank report (2015) suggested up to 78% of the
population living in cities and urban clusters.
* Lack of credible and updated data (next Census awaited) affects policy planning and

fiscal allocations.
 The 16th FC’s higher allocation pre-emptively addresses future urban growth, even

if Census 2027 shows urbanisation at higher levels (e.g., 48%).



* Major Urban Challenges & Concerns

* Uneven Distribution Across States: The grants are distributed based on a population-
based formula, leading to significant inter-state variation.

* Major Gainers: Kerala (Over 400% increase); and Maharashtra (Over 300%
increase);

* Limited Gains / Reductions: Odisha (13% increase); Bihar (8% decrease);

* It reflects demographic changes and formula-based allocation rather than uniform
distribution.

* Water Supply & Sanitation: Intermittent water supply in most cities; high Non-Revenue
Water (NRW) losses; and sewage treatment gaps.

* Urban Housing & Slums: ~65 million people living in slums (2011 Census); rapid
expansion of informal settlements; and inadequate affordable housing.



* Urban Transport & Congestion: Traffic congestion in Tier-1 & Tier-2 cities; rising air
pollution; and weak public transport integration.

 Weak Finances of ULBs: Limited own-source revenue, heavy dependence on state
transfers, poor property tax coverage, and weak municipal bond market.

 Weak Implementation of 74th Constitutional Amendment: Many States have not fully
devolved the 18 functions listed in the Twelfth Schedule.

e State governments retain control over urban planning, water supply boards, and
development authorities.

* Capacity Deficit: Shortage of trained urban planners, limited digital governance
integration, and poor data systems.

* Climate Vulnerability: Urban flooding (e.g., Chennai, Bengaluru), heat waves, and coastal
vulnerability



Varanasl Sets
Guinness Record

With 2.5 Lakh
Saplings




Topic

Event

Date

Organising
Authority

Location

Total Saplings

Previous Record

Participation

Project Name

English

Varanasi entered the Guinness World Records by
planting over 2.5 lakh saplings within one hour.

The plantation drive was conducted on 1 March 2026.

The initiative was undertaken by Varanasi Municipal
Corporation.

The plantation was carried out in the Domari area
along the Ganga riverfront.

Approximately 2.51 lakh saplings were planted in 60
minutes.

The previous record was held by China with 1.53 lakh
saplings planted in one hour.

More than 20,000 residents participated in the drive.

The plantation is part of the “Namo Van” urban forest
project.
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Land Area

Plantation
Method

Species Type

Tree
Composition

Environmental
Objective

Urban
Significance

The project spans nearly 350 bighas of land.

The Miyawaki method was used for dense
plantation.

Native species were planted to improve
biodiversity.

Around 2.5 lakh Miyawaki saplings, 10,000
timber trees and 40,000 fruit-bearing trees
planned.

To increase green cover, improve air quality
and strengthen the Ganga riverbank
ecosystem.

It is one of the largest coordinated urban
afforestation drives in recent years.
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Topic English

Miyawaki Developed by Japanese botanist Akira
Method Origin Miyawaki in the 1970s.

Creates dense forests that grow 10 times

Key Feature of .
y faster and are 30 times denser than

Miyawaki : :
Y conventional plantations.
: Ganga is India’s longest river (about 2,525 km)
Ganga River : :
and holds cultural, ecological and economic
Importance

significance.

Urban forests help reduce urban heat island

U Feresiny effect and absorb carbon dioxide.
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Guinness World
Records

India’s
Afforestation
Efforts

Constitutional
Provision

Related
Schemes

Guinness World Records is headquartered
in London, UK.

India’s forest and tree cover is about 24%
of its geographical area (as per recent
India State of Forest Reports).

Article 48A and Article 51A(g) of the
Indian Constitution emphasize
environmental protection.

Green India Mission and National
Afforestation Programme promote tree
plantation.
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* Consider the following statements regarding the Varanasi
plantation drive:

* The record was achieved using the Miyawaki plantation
method.

* The previous world record for plantation in one hour was
held by Japan.

* The plantation drive is part of the Namo Van urban forest
project.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

 A)1and3only
B) 1 and 2 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1,2and3



Micron Opens World’s Largest
Semiconductor Clean Room in
Gujarat



Topic
Event

Date

Location
Significance
Inauguration

Clean Room
Size

Clean Room
Rating

Export &
Market

Target
Production

English

Micron Technology commenced operations at its
advanced memory ATMP facility in Gujarat.

Operations began in February 2026.
Sanand, Gujarat.

India’s first advanced memory Assembly, Testing, Marking
and Packaging (ATMP) facility.

Inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

5,00,000 square feet raised-floor clean room — largest
single semiconductor assembly clean room globally.

Class 1000 rating (max 1,000 particles per cubic metre).

Exports to form major share; domestic demand also
served.

Expected to scale close to 1 billion units annually by 2027.
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Air Circulation

Production
Type

First Shipment

Investment

Employment

Training

Air circulated 120 times per hour.

DRAM and NAND flash memory assembly
and testing.

First finished DRAM module shipped to
Dell Technologies.

Total investment of about $2.7 billion in
two phases.

Around 1,300 employees; many fresh
engineering graduates.

3—6 months training at Micron facilities in
Malaysia and Singapore.
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Topic

ATMP Meaning

DRAM

NAND Flash

India
Semiconductor
Mission (ISM)

Strategic
Importance

English

Assembly, Testing, Marking and
Packaging of semiconductor chips.

Dynamic Random Access Memory used
as working memory in computers and
data centres.

Non-volatile memory used in SSDs,
smartphones and storage devices.

Launched in 2021 with 76,000 crore
incentive package.

Reduces import dependency and
strengthens supply chain resilience.
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Gujarat
Advantage

Global Context

Clean Room
Standard

Particle
Comparison

Supply Chain

Strong industrial ecosystem, Dholera SIR
and semiconductor policy support.

Semiconductor industry is crucial for Al,
5G, EVs and defence technologies.

Clean rooms are classified under ISO
14644 standards.

Gold bonding wires are thinner than a
human hair.

India currently imports majority of
semiconductors, mainly from Taiwan,
South Korea and China.
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* Consider the following statements
regarding Micron’s Gujarat facility:

* It is India’s first advanced memory ATMP
facility.

* The clean room is rated Class 10 under ISO
standards.

* The facility assembles DRAM and NAND
flash memory.

* Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

* A) 1 and 3 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 only
D)1,2and3



India Eyes Israeli ‘Sky Sting’
Missile for |AF



Topic

News

Context

Purpose

Missile Type

Developer

English

FH &

India is in discussions to procure the il ToERRIRR YW S ‘Wog Tav’

Israeli-origin ‘Sky Sting’ beyond-
visual-range air-to-air missile
(BVRAAM) for the Indian Air Force
(1AF).

Discussions advanced during PM
Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel.

To strengthen India’s air combat
capability amid threats from China
and Pakistan.

Beyond Visual Range Air-to-Air
Missile (BVRAAM).

Rafael Advanced Defense Systems
(Israel).
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Feature

Weight
Range
Speed

Propulsion

Seeker

Data Link

ECM Resistance

English
180-200 kg

Up to 250 km (reported)
Exceeds Mach 5
Three-pulse solid-fuel rocket motor

Radio-frequency seeker with Al-
based target discrimination

Two-way data link for mid-course
correction

Jam-resistant and strong electronic
countermeasure resistance
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Dimension

China Factor

Pakistan Factor

Force Multiplier

Local Production

English

China operates PL-15 long-
range BVRAAM (~300 km
range).

Pakistan uses Chinese PL-15
and AMRAAM variants.

Enhances long-range air
superiority capability.

Possible local production
with Rafael in India.
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Aspect

Developed By
Production Agency
Astra Mkl

Astra Mk2

Astra Mk3

Concern

English

DRDO

Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL)
Range ~110 km

Expected >200 km

Projected 350 km (SFDR technology)

Overdependence on imports may

affect indigenous missile momentum.
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India Crosses 520
GW Installed
Power Capacity




Topic

News

Announcement

Event

Organiser

Key Highlight

English

India’s total installed power
capacity has crossed 520 GW.

Stated by Union Minister of State
for Power and New & Renewable
Energy Shripad Yesso Naik.

India Energy Transition Summit
2026, New Delhi.

Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI).

More than half of the capacity

comes from non-fossil fuel sources.
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Target

2030 Target

Net Zero

Climate Commitment

English

500 GW non-fossil fuel
capacity by 2030.

India committed to Net
Zero emissions by 2070.

Part of India’s long-term
climate strategy under
Paris Agreement.

T
2030 &3 500 BEHEE

WEFogokl EFRS SRedl
d[eF!

gkl S 2070 ¢3 S
ﬂ@%;r&-co-w = E.Falsa
FII UK

G SOE F oo
CRCHIAKAS O"QIW
R SBE T KS




Topic
GW Meaning
Major Renewable Sources

India’s Solar Mission

Green Energy Corridor

COP26 Announcement

Energy Transition

Leading Renewable States

India Rank

English

1 Gigawatt = 1,000 Megawatts = 1
billion watts.

Solar, Wind, Hydro, Biomass, Nuclear.

National Solar Mission launched in
2010.

Infrastructure project for renewable
energy transmission.

PM announced 500 GW non-fossil
target at Glasgow (2021).

Shift from fossil fuels (coal, oil) to
renewable energy.

Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka.

India among top 5 countries in
renewable energy capacity.
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Source

Thermal (Coal + Gas)

Solar

Wind

Hydro

Nuclear

English

Still significant but declining
share.

Fastest growing segment.

Major contributor, especially in
coastal states.

Stable base renewable source.

Small but strategic clean energy
source.
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Consider the following statements:

India has crossed 520 GW of total installed power capacity.
India aims to achieve 500 GW of fossil fuel capacity by 2030.
India has committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2070.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A)1and 3 only
B) 1 and 2 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1,2and3



Word of the day

Trepidation:
a feeling of alarm or dread

Synonyms: worry, unease, panic

Usage: she waited with trepidation for the
phone call.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
trepidationpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [/trepiderfan/




V.V. Ramanan

[N

QUESTION 1

How many different
teams prior to Jammu &
Kashmir have won the
Ranji Trophy?

[N

QUESTION 2

Which bowler finished
the season with 60
wickets?

A

QUESTION 3

Which team made it to
the semifinals for the
first time in its history?
A

QUESTION 4

Who won the Plate
Championship for the
2025-26 season by
defeating Manipur by a

¢y AR

massive margin of 568 runs
in the final?

A

QUESTION 5

What remarkable feat did
Arjun Sharma and Mohit
Jhangra of the Services
achieve for the first time in
the 91-year history of the
Ranji Trophy in the match
against Assam?

A

QUESTION 6

The highest individual score
in the 2025-26 Ranji Trophy
season was the 299
recorded by a batter from a
team which made the last
four. Name the batter and
team.

A

QUESTION 7

Who was named
Player-of-the-tournament?

Visual Question:
Name this batter who amassed the most runs this season (950). EMMANUAL YOGINI
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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