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Aspect Details

Law Involved Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025

Old Cess GST Compensation Cess

New Cess Health Security & National Security Cess

Nature of New Cess Non-lapsable

Objective Revenue + Public Health

Highest GST Slab 40%

Beedi GST Slab 18%

Tax Philosophy Sin taxation

WHO Recommendation Raise real prices faster than income

Exam Relevance Economy, Health, Polity



Exam Year Question Theme Answer Pointer

UPSC Prelims 2017 GST Compensation Cess
Revenue protection for 
States

UPSC Mains GS-III 2018 Sin taxes
Discouraging harmful 
consumption

UPSC Prelims 2020 Non-lapsable funds Dedicated purpose

UPSC Mains GS-II 2021 Fiscal federalism
Centre–State revenue 
balance

SSC CGL 2022 GST slabs Multi-rate GST structure

State PSC 2023 Tobacco control Taxation + regulation



• With reference to the new tobacco taxation regime in 
India, consider the following statements:

• GST Compensation Cess on tobacco products will end from 
February 1, 2026.

• Beedis have been shifted to the 18% GST slab.

• The newly introduced cess will not lapse at the end of each 
financial year.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



















Aspect Details

Easternmost Village Dong

District Anjaw

State Arunachal Pradesh

Cultural Communities Meyor, Mishmi

Festival Name Sunrise Festival

Cultural Performance Alo Prabhat – Dance of the Dawn

Theme First sunrise, indigenous heritage

Administrative Department State Tourism Department

Geography Relevance Longitude, sunrise timing

GS Paper GS-I (Culture & Geography)



Exam Year Question Theme Answer Pointer

UPSC Prelims 2018
Tribes of Arunachal 

Pradesh
Mishmi, Meyor

UPSC Mains GS-I 2019
Culture of Northeast 

India
Indigenous festivals

UPSC Prelims 2020
Easternmost point of 

India
Arunachal region

State PSC 2022 Border tourism Cultural festivals

SSC CGL 2021
Sunrise & longitude 

relation
Earth rotation

UPSC Mains GS-I 2023
Role of culture in 

regional identity
Soft power



• With reference to the ‘Dance of the Dawn’ festival, 
consider the following statements:

• It is celebrated in Dong village of Arunachal Pradesh.

• Dong is India’s easternmost human habitation to receive 
the first sunrise.

• The festival is associated with the cultural traditions of the 
Meyor and Mishmi communities.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3













Basis of Comparison Carnatic Music Hindustani Music

Geographical Origin
South India (Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Kerala)

North India (Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Bengal)

Historical Influence Less influenced by Persian/Islamic traditions Strong influence of Persian, Arabic & Mughal culture

Period of Codification Highly codified between 15th–18th centuries Evolved gradually from medieval period onward

Language of Compositions Mainly Telugu, Sanskrit, Tamil, Kannada Mainly Hindi, Braj, Urdu, Persian

Core Focus Composition-centric (kriti is central) Improvisation-centric

Raga Development Ragas strictly structured Ragas flexible and expanded through improvisation

Tala System Highly complex and mathematically structured talas Relatively simpler tala framework

Improvisation Scope Limited, within predefined structure Extensive improvisation

Main Forms Kriti, Varnam, Keerthana, Padam Dhrupad, Khayal, Thumri, Tappa

Concert Structure Fixed and predictable sequence Flexible, varies with artist and mood



Role of Lyrics Lyrics have high importance (bhakti-oriented) Lyrics secondary to melodic exploration

Tempo Progression Starts slow → medium → fast Gradual elaboration from very slow (vilambit)

Key Instruments (Melody) Veena, Violin, Flute Sitar, Sarod, Santoor

Key Instruments (Rhythm) Mridangam, Ghatam, Kanjira Tabla, Pakhawaj

Vocal Style Stable, precise, ornament-rich Fluid, expansive, emotive

Ornamentation Gamakas (systematic oscillations) Meend, Murki, Kan (glides & microtones)

Prominent Trinity / Figures Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar, Syama Sastri Tansen, Amir Khusro (early influence)

Spiritual Orientation Strong Bhakti tradition Courtly + spiritual blend

Learning Tradition Guru–Shishya parampara (very strict) Guru–Shishya parampara (adaptive)

Notation Usage Widely used and standardised Limited; oral tradition dominates



Aspect Details

Award Name Sangita Kalanidhi

Field Carnatic Classical Music

Awarding Body Music Academy, Madras

Established 1927 (Academy), Award from 1942

Award Type Lifetime Achievement

Recipient R.K. Shriramkumar

Instrument Violin

Cultural Domain Indian Classical Music

Exam Relevance Awards, Music traditions



• With reference to the Sangita Kalanidhi award, consider 
the following statements:

• It is the highest honour conferred by the Music Academy, 
Madras.

• It is associated exclusively with Hindustani music.

• R.K. Shriramkumar is a noted Carnatic violinist.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3

















Aspect Details

Train Name Vande Bharat Sleeper

Route Guwahati – Kolkata

Coaches 16

Passenger Capacity 823

Design Speed 180 kmph

Safety System Kavach

Manufacturing Unit Integral Coach Factory, Chennai

Fare Range ₹2,300 – ₹3,600

Cuisine Onboard Assamese & Bengali

GS Paper GS-III (Infrastructure, Transport)



Exam Year Question Theme Relevance

UPSC Prelims 2018
Indian Railways 
infrastructure

Modernisation

UPSC Mains GS-III 2019
Transport 
infrastructure

Economic 
integration

UPSC Prelims 2020
Indigenous 
technologies

Kavach system

UPSC Mains GS-III 2022
Northeast 
connectivity

Strategic 
development

SSC CGL 2021
High-speed rail in 
India

Bullet train

State PSC 2023 Vande Bharat trains Semi-high-speed rail



• With reference to the Vande Bharat Sleeper train, 
consider the following statements:

• It is India’s first Vande Bharat train designed for overnight 
travel.

• It has a design speed of up to 180 kmph.

• The Kavach system installed in it is an imported train 
protection system.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3











Aspect Details

Fuel Affected (Cut) Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)

Percentage Change –7.3%

ATF Price in Delhi ₹92,323.02 per kl

Absolute ATF Cut ₹7,353.75 per kl

Fuel Affected (Hike) Commercial LPG

Cylinder Type 19-kg

Price Increase ₹111 per cylinder

New LPG Price (Delhi) ₹1,691.50

Pricing Basis Global fuel benchmarks

GS Paper GS-III (Economy, Energy, Inflation)



EXAM YEAR QUESTION THEME RELEVANCE

UPSC Prelims 2019
Petroleum product 
pricing

Global crude linkage

UPSC Mains GS-III 2020
Energy prices & 
inflation

Cost-push inflation

UPSC Prelims 2022 Aviation fuel ATF taxation

State PSC 2023 LPG types
Domestic vs 
Commercial

SSC CGL 2021 Fuel price revision Monthly pricing

UPSC Mains GS-III 2023 Services inflation Input cost rise



• With reference to recent fuel price revisions in India, consider 
the following statements:
• Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices were reduced by more than 7%.
• Commercial LPG cylinder prices were increased mainly due to 
global winter demand.
• Domestic LPG cylinders saw a similar price hike.
• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3













Concept Explanation

Mandatory Attendance Administrative control mechanism

Pedagogical Autonomy Freedom in teaching–learning methods

Paulo Freire Education as dialogue

Surveillance Model Monitoring-based education

Experiential Learning Learning through experience

Intrinsic Motivation Learning driven by curiosity

Bureaucratisation Administrative dominance



Thinker Core Idea Relevance

Paulo Freire Dialogic learning Education ethics

John Dewey
Experiential 
learning

Classroom reform

Rabindranath 
Tagore

Freedom in 
education

Indian philosophy

Ivan Illich
Deschooling 
society

Critique of 
institutions



• With reference to compulsory attendance in higher education, consider the following 
statements:

• Mandatory attendance is an effective measure of student learning.

• Excessive surveillance can undermine intellectual autonomy.

• Experiential learning emphasises curiosity over compliance.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 2 and 3 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3















Aspect Details

Country Bulgaria

Capital Sofia

Old Currency Lev

New Currency Euro

Eurozone Entry Order 21st

EU Membership 2007

Central Bank European Central Bank

Currency Bloc Eurozone

Population ~6.4 million



Eurozone ≠ European Union

यूरोजोन  ≠ यूरोपीय सं घ

All Eurozone members are EU 
members, but not all EU 
members use the euro.

सभी यूरोजोन  दे श  EU के  स द स्य  
हैं, लेकक न  स भी EU स द स्य  यूरो 

नहीं अ पनाते।



• With reference to Bulgaria’s adoption of the 
euro, consider the following statements:

• Bulgaria has become the 21st member of the 
Eurozone.

• Adoption of the euro automatically grants EU 
membership.

• The European Central Bank manages the 
monetary policy of euro-using countries.

• Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

• A. 1 and 3 only
B. 1 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3













Aspect Details

Month & Year December 2025

Rank 5th driest since 1901

All-India Rainfall 4.9 mm

Deviation from LPA –69%

Worst Affected Regions North, Northwest, Central India

Fog Days 15–26 days

Key Causes Weak western disturbances, unfavourable MJO

Climate Drivers La Niña, ENSO

Authority IMD

GS Paper GS-I (Geography), GS-III (Climate)















• With reference to the Battle of Basantar, 
consider the following statements:
• It was fought during the 1971 Indo-Pak 
war on the western front.
• The battle was strategically linked to the 
Shakargarh Bulge region.
• 2nd Lt Arun Khetrapal destroyed Pakistani 
Sherman tanks during this battle.
• Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3
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Thank you ☺


