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“If your effort feels invisible
today, remember — the
deepest roots grow where
no one is watching.”
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Tobacco tax rejig to take effect from Feb. 1

Compensation cess ends; introduced to make
up States’ losses from implementation of GST

T.CA. d
NEW DELHI

he Union Finance
Ministry on Thurs-
day issued a series
of notifications that will
give effect to the new taxa-
tion regime for tobacco
products from February 1.
The Central Excise
(Amendment) Act, 2025,
passed in the recently con-
cluded Winter Session of
Parliament, specifies new
rates of excise duty on to-
bacco products.

Levy on pan units

The Finance Ministry also
notified that provisions of
the Health Security se Na-
tional Security Act, 2025,
which intends to levy a
cess on pan masala units,
will come into force from

February 1.

In an accompanying
FAQ note, the Ministry ex-
plained that under the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime, the excise
duty on cigarettes had so
far been rendered a nomi-
nal amount of a “fraction
of a paisa” per cigarette
stick, and the GST com-
pensation cess rate on to-
bacco products had not
been increased since it was
implemented in July 2017.

“For India, affordability
has either stagnated or in-
creased in the past decade,
meaning cigarettes have
not become more expen-
sive relative to consumers’
purchasing power,” the
note said.

“This is contrary to glo-
bal public health guidance,
which emphasises annual

Bid to ‘ensure cigarette prices rise faster than
income’, as per global public health guidance

Tax reset

The Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025 specifies new rates of

excise duty on tobacco products

® The Finance
Ministry has notified
that provisions of
the Health Security
se National Security
Act, 2025, which
intends to levy a cess

® Beedis have
been moved to lhe
18% GST category
from the now-
defunct 28% slab

ﬂu

= All other tobacco

on pan masala units, | products have
will come into force been moved to the
from February 1 40% slab

increases in specific excise
duties to ensure that real
cigarette prices rise faster
than incomes,” the note
added.

At the same time, the
Ministry notified February
1 as the date from which
the GST compensation
cess would cease to exist.

The cess was originally

introduced for a period of
five years to compensate
States for any loss arising
out of the implementation
of GST.

Tax slabs

The Finance Ministry also
notified the new GST rates
for tobacco products.

Beedis have been

moved to the 18% category
from the now-defunct 28%
slab. All other tobacco pro-
ducts have been moved to
the 40% slab. These new
rates will be effective from
February 1.

The GST compensation
cess was to end in 2022.
However, due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the cess
collections were not
enough to compensate the
States and so the Centre
borrowed money to com-
pensate them.

Hence, it was extended
until 2026, with the pro-
ceeds being used to repay
the loan.

With the impending end
of the loan, the govern-
ment on September 22,
2025, removed the inci-
dence of the cess on most
items except on tobacco

products. From February
1, 2026, the cess will no
longer apply on these
items either, effectively
ending it.

Finally, the Ministry in-
troduced a new valuation
mechanism for tobacco
products such as chewing
tobacco, filter khaini, jar-
da, scented tobacco, and
gutkha, whereby the GST
value would be deter-
mined based on the retail
sale price declared on the

package.

Need for dedicated cess
Regarding the Health Se-
curity se National Security
Act, 2025, the Ministry jus-
tified the inclusion of the
national security aspect by
saying that conventional
tax revenues cannot al-
ways guarantee funding for

New cess will create a non-lapsable, predictable
financial stream to fund security preparedness

national security func-
tions, and so a dedicated
cess is needed for the pur-
pose.

“General tax revenues
are subject to competing
developmental priorities
and cannot always guaran-
tee sustained longterm
funding for core national
security functions,” the
FAQ note said.

“A dedicated purpose-
specific cess enables the
Union to create a non-lap-
sable, predictable financial
stream that supports multi-
year security prepared-
ness, technological upgra-
dation, capacity creation,
and advanced equipment
procurement — without in-
creasing the tax burden on
the general population or
raising broad-based rates
such as GST.”



Tax reset

The Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025 specifies new rates of
excise duty on tobacco products

® The Finance ® Beedis have
Ministry has notified | been moved to the G
that provisions of 18% GST category |

the Health Security from the now-

se National Security | defunct28%slab s
Act, 2025, which 4 -
intends to levy a cess | ® All other tobacco T A x
on pan masala units, | products have i ¥
will come into force been moved to the

from February 1 40% slab




e How cigarettes will be taxed

| Component Existing structure FromFebruary1

1%2,050-8,500 per
|1,000 sticks

| NCCD* 3230-850 per 1,000 sticks '3230-850 per1,000 sticks‘:

GST 28% 40%

| Compensation |5-36% plus ¥2,076-4,170
cess per 1,000 sticks

Exciseduty  |¥5-10 per 1,000 sticks

Nil

*NATIONAL CALAMITY CONTINGENT DUTY; SOURCE: CBIC




TAKING THE HEAT

Stock performance of cigarette and tobacco companies

Company Dec 31, 2025 Jan 1, 2026 % change

Godfrey Phillips . 2,761.55
ITC 403.00
NTC Industries 162.65

VST Industries

Sinnar Bidi Udyog
Elitecon International
Shanthala FMCG (SME)

Raghunath International
Source: BSE



1. Background of the Decision
 The Union Finance Ministry has notified a new tax regime for tobacco products effective from
February 1, 2026.
ot fad Hatera A 1 Bast 2026 T dd1g IATE! & AT 7 B2 g feRyfad Hl &l
« The changes are enabled through the Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025.

I URad Bt Iae Ao (Teiterd) 3ifeifqam, 2025 & Aread @ fbe e gl

2. End of GST Compensation Cess

« The GST compensation cess on tobacco products will cease from February 1.
GST &ifdqfd 3udr (Compensation Cess) 1 HIa3 & JAHTE &1 SATCTI

e The compensation cess was introduced to offset States’ revenue losses due to GST
implementation.
I IUBR GST AN B & 41 Bl §T AT THHA Dl HIUTS aq Il 74T 2T

« Though meant to end in 2022, it was extended till 2026 due to COVID-19 revenue shortfalls.
gt 38 2022 § THTE 1T 2T, Bifds-19 & HRUT A 2026 dh @17 1T



3. New Cess under Health Security & National Security

A new cess will be levied under the Health Security and National Security framework.
TR JRET 3R I GR&IT & d&d AT 3UBR AT AT

This cess will be non-lapsable and earmarked for security preparedness and national needs.

g 3UdR R-aALAA (non-lapsable) g 3R JRam danflal gq aufda w@mi

4. Revision in GST Slabs on Tobacco Products
« Beedis have been moved to the 18% GST slab from the earlier 28% category.
15t B 28% A HEThR 18% GST AAvit & &R AT 21
o All other tobacco products have been shifted to the 40% GST slab.
31 Wl a1 3T Bt 40% GST Tid & ermiafka fasar mam 1

Excise duties will be recalibrated to ensure cigarette prices rise faster than incomes.

fae &t Himd 3T J A1 98, TP AT 3dTg b YATfod fdsar = gl



5. Public Health Rationale

« The government cited global public health guidance on tobacco taxation.
WEBR 1 dfedsd ArdsiAe Ry fGn-fAdei &1 garar f&am

e India has seen stagnation in tobacco affordability over the past decade.
fsa gerd A WRd & da1g oI dg-laar i R & &1

e Higher taxation is aimed at reducing consumption.
I DAL BT I22T IUHIT Bl BH BIAT 2

6. Valuation Mechanism for Smokeless Tobacco
e A new valuation mechanism will determine GST value based on retail sale price.
AT b da FG3T fashl oA & MR IR GST ad B3|

o It will apply to chewing tobacco, khaini, zarda, scented tobacco, and gutkha.

g T4 aTat dd1gp, WAl, 31¢T, Griftid ddrgp 31k Tesn uR |y gl



Aspect

Law Involved

Old Cess

New Cess

Nature of New Cess
Obijective

Highest GST Slab
Beedi GST Slab

Tax Philosophy

WHO Recommendation

Exam Relevance

Details

Central Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025
GST Compensation Cess

Health Security & National Security Cess
Non-lapsable

Revenue + Public Health

40%

18%

Sin taxation

Raise real prices faster than income

Economy, Health, Polity




Exam

UPSC Prelims

Question Theme

GST Compensation Cess

Answer Pointer

Revenue protection for
States

UPSC Mains GS-lll

Sin taxes

Discouraging harmful
consumption

UPSC Prelims

Non-lapsable funds

Dedicated purpose

UPSC Mains GS-II

Fiscal federalism

Centre—State revenue
balance

SSC CGL

GST slabs

Multi-rate GST structure

State PSC

Tobacco control

Taxation + regulation




* With reference to the new tobacco taxation regime in
India, consider the following statements:

* GST Compensation Cess on tobacco products will end from
February 1, 2026.

* Beedis have been shifted to the 18% GST slab.

* The newly introduced cess will not lapse at the end of each
financial year.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1only
D.1,2and3
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Arunachal welcomes first

sunrise with ‘Dance of Dawn’

Dong, India’s easternmost village in Anjaw
district of Arunachal Pradesh, welcomed the first
sunrise of 2026 on Thursday with “Alo Prabhat:
Dance of the Dawn”, a performance drawn from
the cultural traits of indigenous Meyor and
Mishmi communities. The performance was part
of Sunrise Festival organised by the State’s
Tourism Department at Dong, the first human
habitation to receive the first rays of the sun in
India. The festival began on December 29 and
concludes on Friday. Organisers said ‘Dance of
the Dawn’ is an artistic narrative presented
through chants, songs, and indigenous rhythms.
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e Dong village in Arunachal Pradesh welcomed India’s first sunrise of 2026.

e The sunrise was celebrated through a cultural performance titled “Alo Prabhat: Dance of the

Dawn".

I JATGA 1 WNTd “Tedl YHTd: ST 3176 § 14" ATHD Hikpidd I¥dfd A fasar mam|

2. Location Significance
e Dongis India's easternmost village, located in Anjaw district.
I WRA &1 TR gl ia &, 3 3isma f5ia A f&a 21
e [tis considered the first human habitation in India to receive the sun'’s rays.

A YR &1 Ugd! HIHd g3dt HIFT 1TdT & ST&1 31 Dl (bl Aad Uge Ugddl 8|

3. Cultural Dimensions
e The performance drew from the cultural traditions of the indigenous Meyor and Mishmi

communities.
g UEfd R AAR 3R fiert sTsnfaal & Aikgpidd TRuRTsH uR menfid ot
« ‘Dance of the Dawn' narrates stories through chants, songs, and indigenous rhythms.

"SI 3116 § 314’ A HAIER, 7id 31k URUR® dr@l & ATedw @ &A1 Yqd &t 1rdl 21



4. Festival Details
The event was part of the Sunrise Festival organised by the State Tourism Department.

g PRIpH AT YAed favnT gRT 3mA5id T30 bfedd o1 23T 2Tl

e The festival began on December 29 and concluded on January 2.

IE Helcqd 29 fGHaR @ F PR 2 STd’l &l AT g3

5. Tourism & Soft Power Aspect

e The festival aims to promote border tourism and indigenous heritage.

9 HElcHd BT 3227 AT wieq 31k @it farrad &) derar &A1 21

e [t strengthens cultural soft power in India’s eastern frontier region.

g WRA & Yl TiHia & A Gikpldd IToe TR B G2AF Hdl &



Aspect

Easternmost Village

District

State

Cultural Communities
Festival Name

Cultural Performance
Theme

Administrative Department
Geography Relevance

GS Paper

Details

Dong

Anjaw

Arunachal Pradesh

Meyor, Mishmi

Sunrise Festival

Alo Prabhat — Dance of the Dawn
First sunrise, indigenous heritage
State Tourism Department
Longitude, sunrise timing

GS-I (Culture & Geography)



Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Mains GS-I

UPSC Prelims

State PSC

SSC CGL

UPSC Mains GS-I

Year

2018

2019

2020

2022

2021

2023

Question Theme

Tribes of Arunachal
Pradesh

Culture of Northeast
India

Easternmost point of
India

Border tourism

Sunrise & longitude
relation

Role of culture in
regional identity

Answer Pointer

Mishmi, Meyor

Indigenous festivals

Arunachal region
Cultural festivals

Earth rotation

Soft power



* With reference to the ‘Dance of the Dawn’ festival,
consider the following statements:

* Itis celebrated in Dong village of Arunachal Pradesh.

* Dongis India’s easternmost human habitation to receive
the first sunrise.

* The festival is associated with the cultural traditions of the
Meyor and Mishmi communities.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and3
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R.K. Shriramkumar receives Sangita Kalanidhi award
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R.K. Shriramkumar receives Sangita Kalanidhi award

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Hindustani violinist N. Ra-
jam on Thursday advised
students of music to pur-
sue their practice without

interruption, saying it
would keep opening doors
they never expected.

Conferring the Sangita
Kalanidhi award on violi-
nist R.K. Shriramkumar on
the occasion of the Sadas
of the Music Academy in
Chennai, Ms. Rajam, Emer-
itus Professor and former
Dean of the Faculty of Per-
forming Arts at Banaras
Hindu University, said that
even after more than 85
years of rigorous practice
and sadhana, she still felt
like a student.

While presenting the

award, she encouraged the
audience to give a standing
ovation to Mr. Shriramku-
mar, an authority on the
keertanas of Muthuswami
Dikshitar.

“Music is such an un-
fathomable ocean - Car-
natic or Hindustani, north
or south. What we learn in
one lifetime is just a speck
of that ocean. I strongly
feel that all the great musi-
cians we encounter with
prodigious  proficiency
must have been practising
the art for multiple births,”
said Ms. Rajam, recalling
the days when she attend-
ed concerts at the Acade-
my as a child.

She said she would sit in
the last row of the Acade-
my and try to observe and
absorb veteran musicians

=

Violinist N. Rajam presenting the Sangita Kalanidhi award to

.
-

R.K. Shriramkumar at the Sadas of the Music Academy on Thursday.
N. Murali, President of the Academy, is seen. RAGU R.

rendering complex Ra-
gam-Tanam-Pallavi.

“I would run home im-
mediately after the con-
cert, where my father
would be eagerly waiting. I
would render verbatim the
pallavi line, anulomam

and pratilomam. 1 would
rest only after my father
approved what I had ab-
sorbed,” she recalled.

She also appreciated the
Music Academy’s century-
long service to the cause of
music, as well as the music

school attached to it.

N. Murali, President of
the Academy, said it was at
Banaras Hindu University
that Ms. Rajam decided to
pursue Hindustani music,
having earlier listened to
recordings of Pt. Omkar-
nath Thakur. Ms. Rajam,
sister of violinist T.N. Krish-
nan, later became a stu-
dent of Pt. Thakur.

“Before her, the violin
was not truly an accompa-
nying instrument in Hin-
dustani music. Moreover,
instrumentalists in that
system played accompany-
ing instruments in a style
distinct from the gayaki
style adopted by Rajam.
She thus played a pioneer-
ing role in introducing the
gayaki style to Hindustani
violin,” Mr. Murali said. He

also appreciated the team-
work of his colleagues,
staff, volunteers and scouts
who contributed to the
music season’s success.

Thavil player T.R. Govin-
darajan and musician
Shyamala Venkateswaran
received the Sangita Kala
Acharya awards.

Kathakali musician Ma-
dambi Subramanian Nam-
boodiri and veena-playing
couple J.T. Jeyaraaj Krish-
nan and Jaysri Jeyaraaj
Krishnan received the TTK
awards.

The Musicologist award
went to Professor C.A.
Sreedhara.

Prizes were given to
winners of various compe-
titions. N. Ramji, secretary
of the Academy, proposed
a vote of thanks.






1. Award & Occasion
» Carnatic violinist R.K. Shriramkumar was conferred the prestigious Sangita Kalanidhi award.
PATed ATild & UG arafe aIgh AR.&. SRHAGHAR Bt WfafSd F7ia Bernfarel GREAR e far T
« The award was presented at the Sadas of the Music Academy Madras in Chennai.

g WEBR =18 A ~YfSich HPIqH! AR & HSH (Sadas) A W faar

2. Award Presenter & Remarks

» The award was conferred by legendary violinist N. Rajam.

Ig I HEM arafa aiféant . I5TH gRT vgH fasar
« She highlighted Mr. Shriramkumar’s authority over the kirtanas of Muthuswami Dikshitar.

321 geamt Sifgiar B Bl 131 R SRMGHR 6 T8 Uhs B Wifdd faar

3. Artistic Philosophy Shared
« N. Rajam described music as an “unfathomable ocean” spanning Carnatic and Hindustani

traditions.
Q. AT A BATed 3R fFgmart ditd & o “371g AgrmR” gar
« She emphasised lifelong sadhana and uninterrupted practice as key to musical excellence.

3E1A 3nsitas areAT 3k fAar 3nAra &t drita J1eET BT g gdrn



4. Insights from Musical Training
« N. Rajam recalled her childhood days of attending concerts and observing senior musicians

closely.
TH. AT A I BT B Al BAThR) B A1 3R 3 & 39a e el
« She spoke about mastering complex forms like Ragam—-Tanam-Pallavi.

I MH-aFAA-Tedd! stat sifee faa) &) JreAET &1 Ieaw fhan

5. Institutional & Historical Context
« The Music Academy'’s role in shaping Indian classical music for over a century was

acknowledged.

RIfSi ABIGHT ol 2rdTegl | 3feics GRIA1 i1 b TRAEAT Bl TS|

« Sangita Kalanidhi is considered the highest honour in Carnatic music.

il BTl B BATed ATitd BT Jdled T HET SATAT 21

6. Other Awards at the Event
» Several artists received Sangita Kala Acharya and other honours.
3 BATBRI B! TTitd Bl AT Td 3= FHE UgH BT eI
» Prizes were also distributed to winners of various music competitions.

fafi=t drita afdanfiansi & fastarsi & QR g i



Basis of Comparison

Geographical Origin

Historical Influence

Period of Codification

Language of Compositions

Core Focus

Raga Development

Tala System

Improvisation Scope
Main Forms

Concert Structure

Carnatic Music

South India (Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Kerala)

Less influenced by Persian/Islamic traditions

Highly codified between 15th—18th centuries

Mainly Telugu, Sanskrit, Tamil, Kannada

Composition-centric (kriti is central)

Ragas strictly structured

Highly complex and mathematically structured talas

Limited, within predefined structure
Kriti, Varnam, Keerthana, Padam

Fixed and predictable sequence

Hindustani Music

North India (Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Bengal)

Strong influence of Persian, Arabic & Mughal culture

Evolved gradually from medieval period onward

Mainly Hindi, Braj, Urdu, Persian

Improvisation-centric

Ragas flexible and expanded through improvisation

Relatively simpler tala framework

Extensive improvisation
Dhrupad, Khayal, Thumri, Tappa

Flexible, varies with artist and mood



Role of Lyrics

Tempo Progression

Key Instruments (Melody)

Key Instruments (Rhythm)

Vocal Style

Ornamentation

Prominent Trinity / Figures

Spiritual Orientation
Learning Tradition

Notation Usage

Lyrics have high importance (bhakti-oriented)

Starts slow - medium — fast

Veena, Violin, Flute

Mridangam, Ghatam, Kanjira

Stable, precise, ornament-rich

Gamakas (systematic oscillations)

Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar, Syama Sastri

Strong Bhakti tradition
Guru—Shishya parampara (very strict)

Widely used and standardised

Lyrics secondary to melodic exploration

Gradual elaboration from very slow (vilambit)

Sitar, Sarod, Santoor

Tabla, Pakhawaj

Fluid, expansive, emotive

Meend, Murki, Kan (glides & microtones)

Tansen, Amir Khusro (early influence)

Courtly + spiritual blend
Guru—Shishya parampara (adaptive)

Limited; oral tradition dominates



Aspect

Award Name
Field

Awarding Body
Established
Award Type
Recipient
Instrument

Cultural Domain

Exam Relevance

Details

Sangita Kalanidhi

Carnatic Classical Music

Music Academy, Madras

1927 (Academy), Award from 1942
Lifetime Achievement

R.K. Shriramkumar

Violin

Indian Classical Music

Awards, Music traditions



* With reference to the Sangita Kalanidhi award, consider
the following statements:

* Itis the highest honour conferred by the Music Academy,
Madras.

* |tis associated exclusively with Hindustani music.
e R.K. Shriramkumar is a noted Carnatic violinist.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1only
D.1,2and3
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First Vande Bharat sleeper train to
ply between Guwahati and Kolkata

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off the first
Vande Bharat sleeper train
later this month, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Thursday. It will ply
between Guwahati and
Kolkata.

The 16-coach train, with
a capacity of 823 passen-
gers, has a design speed of
upto 180 kmph. It has 11
three-tier and four two-tier
AC coaches, and a first-
class AC coach.

The third-AC fare will be
¥2,300, second AC 3,000,
and first AC ¥3,600.

The train boasts ergo-
nomically designed berths
with improved cushioning,
automatic doors, and en-
hanced ride comfort with
superior suspension and
noise reduction. Safety
measures include Kavach,
an indigenously deve-

Ready to roll: The sleeper rake of a Vande Bharat Express at the

Integral Coach Factory in Chennai. FILE PHOTO

The 16-coach train,
with a capacity of
823 passengers, has

a design speed of
upto 180 kmph

loped, high-tech automatic
train protection system de-
signed to prevent colli-
sion, advanced controls,
and safety systems inside
the driver’s cabin. There
will be CCTV cameras on

all coaches, and specially
designed seats for passen-
gers with disabilities, he
said.

The districts that will
benefit from this service in-
clude Kamrup Metropoli-
tan and Bongaigaon in As-
sam and Coochbehar,
Jalpaiguri, Maldah, Murshi-
dabad, Purba Bardhaman,
Hooghly, and Howrah in
West Bengal.

Assamese cuisine will be

served aboard when the
train originates from Gu-
wahati and Bengali cuisine
on its return journey.

Bullet train
The Minister also an-
nounced that the country’s
first bullet train would be
ready in August 2027, and
the route would be opened
in a phased manner. The
first section to open will be
from Surat to Bilimora, fol-
lowed by Vapi to Surat, Va-
pi to Ahmedabad, Thane to
Ahmedabad, and finally
Mumbai to Ahmedabad.
The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed
rail corridor has been stea-
dily progressing, with sig-
nificant work completed
on viaducts, bridges, tun-
nels, and stations. The cor-
ridor will see speeds of up
to 320 kmph and is set to
reduce travel time bet-
ween Mumbai and Ahme-
dabad to two hours.




e High-speed co,hngctivity

‘N.EPAL o ¥ ' Kamakhya
Bihar — M”-“\F (Guwahati)
New Jalpaiguri - [ New Bongaigaon Alj\ssam
Malda Town o bt New Cooch Behar
| ' ~INDIA
NewFarakka ‘ BANGLADESH
A2|mganj | 16
- l -L w Total Coaches:
Jharkhand Katway * est 11(3AC)
Bandel . Bengal 4(2AC)
Howrah!. - Kolkata 1(1AC)

T Sy | |
Capacity: 823 passengers FULLFARE
24 188 611 33,600 33,000 2,300

(1AC)  (2AC)  (3AC) (1AC) (2AC) (3AC)










e |tis a16-coach train with a total passenger capacity of 823.
IE 16-BId b1 29 &, {51! Bl &mdr 823 JfFal ot 21

e The train has a design speed of up to 180 kmph.
4 ¢4 o 3Mfeirad fEsims4 nfa 180 faHt wfd wier 21

e Coach composition includes three-tier AC, two-tier AC, and first-class AC.

B g1 7 2it-f&R AC, g-féaR AC 3R BE-a T AC 2nfAd &l

3. Fare Structure

e Third AC fare will be ¥2,300.
g AC &1 fds3rar 2,300 i
 Second AC fare will be ¥3,000.

Jdsg AC I fdsrar 23,000 g
e First AC fare will be 23,600.
BE AC &1 fdbrar 23,600 gl



4. Passenger Comfort & Design

The train features ergonomically designed berths with improved cushioning.

o7 o dgar ol & Tre giildiae w9 3 fEsmea &t g aef &)

Automatic doors, superior suspension, and noise reduction enhance ride comfort.

itedfe® grars, 3=1a oM 31k ok A wwl @ A= RIS gt
Specially designed seats are provided for passengers with disabilities.

e mfFat & fae fady HieY & arazen & é 21

5. Safety & Technology

The train is equipped with Kavach, an indigenously developed automatic train protection system.
29 ¥ weeht ®u A fAwfia maw warfeid 27 JRam woret &t 21

Advanced controls and safety systems are installed in the driver’s cabin.

FTER & Hfaa ¥ 3=1a fd=or 3k qren wonfeai amg ¢ &

CCTV cameras will be installed in all coaches.

Tt BrET A CCTV HHI @Te AT

6. Regional & Cultural Integration

« The service will benefit districts in Assam and West Bengal.

U A1 A 37w 31k ufeaw e & B¢ Sl B @ fJAam

+ Assamese cuisine will be served when the train originates from Guwahati and Bengali cuisine on

the return journey.

TarEret @ ge W A @sa ik et anEn { dnet @5 wR st



Aspect

Train Name

Route

Coaches

Passenger Capacity
Design Speed
Safety System
Manufacturing Unit
Fare Range

Cuisine Onboard

GS Paper

Details

Vande Bharat Sleeper
Guwahati — Kolkata

16

823

180 kmph

Kavach

Integral Coach Factory, Chennai
2,300 —-X3,600

Assamese & Bengali

GS-Ill (Infrastructure, Transport)



Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Mains GS-IlI

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Mains GS-IlI

SSC CGL

State PSC

Year

2018

2019

2020

2022

2021

2023

Question Theme

Indian Railways
infrastructure

Transport
infrastructure

Indigenous
technologies

Northeast
connectivity

High-speed rail in
India

Vande Bharat trains

Relevance
Modernisation

Economic
integration

Kavach system

Strategic
development

Bullet train

Semi-high-speed rail



» With reference to the Vande Bharat Sleeper train,
consider the following statements:

* Itis India’s first Vande Bharat train designed for overnight
travel.

* It has a design speed of up to 180 kmph.

* The Kavach system installed in it is an imported train
protection system.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1only
D.1,2and3



Commercial
cylinder price
up by 11,
ATF cut by 7%

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Price of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), or jet fuel, was
reduced by 7.3% on Thurs-
day, while commercial
LPG rate was raised by 111
per cylinder, as state-
owned oil marketing com-
panies implemented their
monthly price revisions
aligned with global fuel
benchmarks.

The ATF price in Delhi
was cut by ¥7,353.75 a kilo-
litre, or 7.3%, to ¥92,323.02
per kl, according to fuel re-
tailers. The latest reduc-
tion is expected to ease
pressure on airlines.

The price of a 19-kg
commercial LPG cylinder
used by hotels and restau-
rants was hiked by a steep
11 to ¥1,691.50 in Delhi.

Winter heating require-
ment have pushed up LPG
rates in global markets.



ATF PRICES

Aviation Turblne Fuel
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e State-owned oil marketing companies revised fuel prices as part of monthly adjustments aligned
with global benchmarks.
W dd fayoE Bufdal 2 dfede e AFG! & 36U AIfAd d2ie[ & dgd biHal R dgaTd fabar

e Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices were cut, while commercial LPG cylinder prices were

increased.

ufdeer eafga WIA (ATF) @t BIHd HeTs s, sidfd aifvifsdd LPG fGas: A fg |

2. ATF (Jet Fuel) Price Cut

o ATF prices were reduced by about 7.3%.
ATF &t HIHd! § @ 7.3% 61 dBeldl Bt 151

e In Delhi, ATF price was cut by ¥7,353.75 per kilolitre.
fEovit A ATF &1 d5iHa ¥7,353.75 fd fdaldile? gerg s

« The revised ATF price in Delhi stands at ¥92,323.02 per kilolitre.
feewit A 98 ATF diHd 292,323.02 ¥fd fdbalale? g1 78 &1

e« The reduction is expected to ease cost pressure on airlines.

24 Feldl A TIRATSH] UR diNTd dTd BH g1 ol IFIE 21



3. Commercial LPG Cylinder Price Hike
« The price of a 19-kg commercial LPG cylinder was increased by 111 per cylinder.
19 fatm & aifvilsas LPG f&wdsr &t dima 111 ufd f@dsr gers 13|
« In Delhi, the revised price is ¥1,691.50 per cylinder.
feowit 7€ Piwa 21,691.50 wfd A @ g 81
« Commercial LPG is primarily used by hotels, restaurants, and eateries.

qIfIf5A LPG &1 394N g4 ®U @ Bled, Fari 3k graf d glar 21

4. Reasons Behind the Price Movement

« Global LPG prices have risen due to higher winter heating demand.
afeay A gifen &t ifere v & BRor deaw LPG Hivd adt 81
« ATF prices reflect softer international crude and fuel trends.

ATF A 3aRTsa ded ae 3R S8 a19R & 79 S &t garfdt &1

5. Inflation & Economic Impact

« ATF price cuts can reduce air ticket prices or curb fare increases.
ATF @weldt @ garé fe &1 81 9aa & a1 dgtadl |ifid &) Idbdl 21

« Commercial LPG hike may increase food service costs, indirectly affecting inflation.

Iz LPG e 213 @ @mey 413 & @nTd ¢ Jbdl 2, (Faa AuIal §9 3 HeE w9ifad gt 21



Aspect

Fuel Affected (Cut)
Percentage Change
ATF Price in Delhi
Absolute ATF Cut
Fuel Affected (Hike)
Cylinder Type

Price Increase

New LPG Price (Delhi)
Pricing Basis

GS Paper

Details

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
—7.3%

%92,323.02 per Kkl
X7,353.75 per k
Commercial LPG

19-kg

X111 per cylinder
X1,691.50

Global fuel benchmarks

GS-1ll (Economy, Energy, Inflation)
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UPSC Prelims
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YEAR

2019

2020
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2021
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QUESTION THEME

Petroleum product

pricing

Energy prices &
inflation

Aviation fuel

LPG types

Fuel price revision

Services inflation

RELEVANCE

Global crude linkage

Cost-push inflation

ATF taxation

Domestic vs
Commercial

Monthly pricing

Input cost rise



4

e With reference to recent fuel price revisions in India, consider
the following statements:

 Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices were reduced by more than 7%.

* Commercial LPG cylinder prices were increased mainly due to
global winter demand.

* Domestic LPG cylinders saw a similar price hike.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1only
D.1,2and3
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Mandating student presence, erasing learning

he Dedhi High Court’s affirmation that
law students may sit for examinations

older, conception

But the ruling, far from eroding academic

seriousness, restores a truth that Indian

universities have resisted for decades, a truth that
survedllance.

Compulsory

era that believed that stixdents must be prodded
Into intellectual life rather than invited into it A
university worthy of its name should cultivate
curiosity, not compliance.

The obsession with a student’s presence

1 say this not only as a critic of the managerial
culture that has consumed aur campuses, but as
someane who has spent moee than 40 years in

from taking an examination. | believed, and still
believe, that coercion produces neither
serlousness nor scholarship, if students do not
wish 1o attend a class, the proper response is not
but A teacher must

punishment

ask the harder question: what did [ fail 1o offer
that could have made this hour indispensable 10
them? Attendance is pot & measure of learming: at
best it Is a measure of obedience,

means. The ruling disrupts this apathy, It forces
institutions of law 1o confront a truth long
evaded, that a classroom that enforces
atrendance is already pedagogically bankrupt.
mmammoml.lhop! willgoa
v:ﬂndw“lheumhamm
country in all universities of higher

Pauloﬁdtrmm-withuhmyxha
remains elecrifying. For him, education was
never the mechanical depositing of information
but a dialogic encounter, an awakening of
consciousness questioning, debate, and
the shared labour of inguiry. In his Pedagogy of
the Oppressed, a seminal classic, students are not
passive vessels receiving knowledge but beings
who “name the world™ and interpret through
thought, and critical
classrooms have

For instance, my strongest
always been those born not of obligation but of
desire. | remermber speaking with Sir lssiah
Berfin, the renowned historian of ideas, over
Junch in Oxford many years ago, and he
confessed, with characteristic generosity, how
rigarously he prepared his notes, outlines,

meticulously constructed road
mmnﬂenmandamﬂ:‘p

Indian
universities
must confront a
truth that they
evade — 1

where
attendance
enforced is
pedagogically

craftsmanship, Students came not out of duty but

1 carried that ethic into my own teaching. |
never entered a lecture room unprepared, often
working ke into the night before class. And Eke
Sir Berlin, | believed that the teacher's labour
should disappear into the pleasure of learning, an
cffort made invisible but unmistakable in its
effect. lwumaluuinmhhgmnmx'!‘m‘y
Eagleton’s lectures overflowed not because he
demanded attendance but because his ideas were

more urgent, None of them needed the threat of
consequences o il a classroom. They made
absence unthinkable. This is what the Indian
university has forgotten.

Classroom experiences

My strongest classrooms have always been those
born not of obligation but of desire. I recall an
alternoon when 1 wok my students to a ridge
overlooking the valley to read Woedsworth's
*“Tintern Abbey." | wanted them to encounter the
m«nn«aammwuam

nature as “murse”, “guide” and “guardian of my
Iveart” felt neither archaic nor mandin but
provocatively contemporary. | asked a singhe
question: What does it mean for nature to
educate us? What followed was not conventional
Interpretation but a collective reflection on how
landscape shapes consciousness. The poem
seemed to open of its own accord, demanding a
point of view, rather than receiving it.

A similar transformation occurred when we
carried Thoreauw’s Walden to the edge of a
wooded trail. The students sat on stones and
fallen branches, thumbing through a text,
interpreting Individually and not merely toelng
the line. Thoreau's claim that most lives are lived

mﬂammmimbﬂkymm
solitude, reflection, or slowness as viroes.
Reading outdoors, my classroom dissolved, and
what emerged Instead was inquiry in its most
form.
The ruling, perhaps inadvertently, moves us
closer to this ideal. In an era where digital

universities, Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, MIT
and others, do not treat attendance as the

Thelr confidence lies in the quality of thelr
teaching, not in the surveillance of thefr ssudents,

The sorry state of the Indian university

In this context, the Indian university has been

reduced to a meve shell of its former self,
and

Msdzmhpdammnhnlm
mmﬂlcmnllmopnuupa
transformative possibility

craft Je that are intell
amﬁ:rm are ectualy

compelling
dymmhahoundupapumm
where the shame lies not in absence but in being
disconnected from a class that has garmered
admiration and enthusiasm from other students.
This reorients the incentive structure, shifting the
locus of motivation from external compulsion to
Learning, in this context, is reconceptualised
as a dynamic and evolving process, marked by lts
restless and vital nature. It thrives on
contradiction, dialogue, imagination and
risk-taking. The true university is built on this
refusal of stasis, its purpose not to disseminate

mdmhlhewmﬂurhmay
decoupling attendance from examination
eligibility, the Court has highlighted the futility of
mmmkmlmhtenm engagement.
True keaming cannot be mandated. It can anly be
cultivated through the creation of spaces that
foster intedlectual curiosity and freedom. The
university’s future depencs on its ability to
distinction.




e The Delhi High Court affirmed that law students may sit for examinations without meeting rigid

attendance thresholds.

fEowit 3o AT TAd A AT fob BHA & BT a1 BoR 3uffd udf &) g1 b udtan ¢ a&d e

e The ruling challenges the long-standing assumption that compulsory attendance ensures

learning.

Ig fAofa 30 RN &Y gAldt Sar & o sifFart 3ufeifa @ de-n gfAfeda gar 1

2. Core Argument of the Article

e Learning cannot be secured through surveillance and coercion.

TR &Y ufspar AR 31k gama & Areaw @ gfafead A&l &) 511 bl

« Mandatory attendance reflects a paternalistic and bureaucratic conception of education.

sifAard 3ufeeifa feien &t faqaaras 31k Alaengl I &t garfdt 21

 True education must cultivate curiosity, not compliance.

aRdfdds A& BT 382 MMATHIRAT A&t ST fdbGd w341 11 91fgg|



3. Attendance vs Learning
e Attendance is not a measure of learning; at best, it measures obedience.
Iufeifd T T ATIES Tgl, dfcds MATHIRAT BT Hdhd A 2|

» Forced presence often leads to passive absorption of prefabricated knowledge.

d@qd s 3uRRefd daR A & fAfSha 3mi &1 ggrdt 8

o [f students avoid classes, the question should be pedagogical, not punitive.

Ife BT H&T A R IEd 8, dl THTE 8 7] afcds 0T UR &1

4. Critique of Indian University System

e Indian universities are increasingly shaped by bureaucratic rigidity and administrative overreach.

URATT fagafdenarar ggdt AlpR2mgl BwoRar 3k wemafie g ey @ 7 8l

e Curriculum scrutiny and attendance policing undermine intellectual autonomy.

UTGAshH &) e fATRMAT 31k 3ufeifd A= difge WRITdT &) BHSR B |

e Universities risk becoming “intellectual vassals” rather than spaces of inquiry.

faeafaenea ST & &g 7 FEdhR “difgd eiae” gaa ST & e



5. Philosophical & Pedagogical Foundations
« Education, as argued by Paulo Freire, is a dialogic encounter, not mechanical information

transfer.
13 %62 & AR fRign Hargrarss uftean €, 7 s Ja=n &1 Fifie wmAiazon

« Students are thinking beings who interpret the world through debate, questioning, and
imagination.

BT fdaaeite woit & 5it 989, w2 3k Bea-r & Areay d TER B aHEd 2

6. Ideal Classroom Experience
« The most effective classrooms are driven by desire and engagement, not obligation.
Had yTdt et gifia A8, afees Sfa 3 gewfiiar @ denfad exdt 21
« Experiential learning outside classrooms can deepen critical reflection.

BT S AER HHATHS HIE HTATGATHD faa- b 3R T Bt 2l

7. Significance of the Court Ruling

« The ruling opens space for pedagogical innovation across higher education.
ag fAofa 3= faen A fergror FaraR & Y 3rawR Sedr 1

« |t shifts motivation from external compulsion to intrinsic curiosity.
TE WRUTT B AT gaTa @ 3HiafRke e bt 3k wigar 21

« True learning thrives in freedom, not coercion.
AT F1F WdFd1 & Godl-$edl &, gara 7 911



Concept

Mandatory Attendance
Pedagogical Autonomy
Paulo Freire
Surveillance Model
Experiential Learning
Intrinsic Motivation

Bureaucratisation

Explanation

Administrative control mechanism
Freedom in teaching—learning methods
Education as dialogue
Monitoring-based education

Learning through experience

Learning driven by curiosity

Administrative dominance



Thinker

Paulo Freire
John Dewey

Rabindranath
Tagore

lvan lllich

Core Idea
Dialogic learning

Experiential
learning

Freedom in
education

Deschooling
society

Relevance

Education ethics

Classroom reform

Indian philosophy

Critique of
Institutions



» With reference to compulsory attendance in higher education, consider the following
statements:

* Mandatory attendance is an effective measure of student learning.

Excessive surveillance can undermine intellectual autonomy.

Experiential learning emphasises curiosity over compliance.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only

C.3 only
D.1,2and 3



HNDC

Worild

Pricher. Inne

y 2

China's X he Il»- muln 'S ProOgress,
N take back T IW'H!

| Arspsing v Wk askay toallesd bia e
pigrens I ares sacks wy aretlicesl inbedllgence an
Wi sty wem il

pwebows Lnvish, 4 Srwonid wf

Iran executed at least 1,500 peo 'nlu
a 35y an Tl 0

pririreys

o sl i
Plashmabjiort vl
while atbwers jut

-

.S, mll Itary strikes five more (h (1]
boats” over two days, killing ¢

hin whoyn

LLLLEN Y
Hindu businessman attacked, set

on fire in Bangladesh, say police

-~
A M bsinuaarnan, Kl

St Aol st o

Ukraine condemns Russian drone
attack on its power infrastructure

||uul l.LLI)“- iy g mll\x\l iy l’l. e uum-ln.

Mamtors
VIV MW

Rusdian

drone we
il e

| hl "
Nevaral Ukruintan reg
rvalade
Ay Reandkyy Aail
Thaw wilay,
"

delibiora
Ovr 200 o
win lauiched ot Uk-
FUI N T DIEKES ME £e- Tram imumves (e
% wrote DN ARG i 1 Gy W

Telageriun,
Mr. /:luhhv» mu! »l -lu-w- 1 Ukrnl d not

1 eluys m llv vl«luvu -

Wilkew have the

e . i
olickay Whiade we'aiw tackiig. Wa

Aoy

2 on New Yo s nigh

Aok bt it Al )

) Wb, LRI

that
v

ovrything
e Cavire

W ok Dyt
av definco whl wr
L with

Mr. Zoloneky 1 with

5 Prewdent  Donald
rurp in ||«-~m.- on Sun
AL 1 PR

ity Pl
e Iu-l\ Kulbu
wd bods

o ataton n the

pot and
ronting region of iy,

s luddiogg th

¥ Zolerkyy saayn attackx prove that conmitry cannot
LAkl drores i sl Criengy e 1

sty ol tefinery

N sothwstarm Ukiaine,
eupectively - wera divcon

Nocted (From powwl i
lex by the  overnight
e s e I

fomlan, as wi
A% a0 o g 1

il
€ 11} the ol FIch Vol Fives
coglon of T
nlan

an, Kuw
thor i and
miMtary  waid
Thucaday. Dbl

a1
g i e
ol
Wi kel

Wit lnter

sh clashes kill six in
of-living protests

Iran cost-

Asvie tanie-issee
YEHRAN

socurity

Protusters u:m
{ e Lot b
Chtion on

L Wit denthn w
oflving demon
9

HOWH AQUICY |

rn-vpl Killod in clashos

Twaen  secur ity

Wind proteaters i the iy

or Lordagan, in the pro
hutsarmaly

VA
e uhhuuvlm( Lorws

W
Varu Toptnd hal the

iing pUbIic Dide
chnnol maid. citiog’ Said
ail, the depaty goves
q

o
T of 1 wurity  paramilitacy force
Wan Killed overnight 10 Tevolusoniey

force oy

VeI prestiesta 1y Ve Iebeotogicnt

w -x v o || [
t membar  hlic

ol i i e Uy OF e Thaats the las

i
[T T T

Raniftanhil was kitled

Israel says one dead
as forces open fire
on ‘stone-throwers’

Muuters

Waharuira

ol hml Wit

the mialh w 10t
wre hit o nath road  village of Ludvan Al sharal

nenr the vlllln- UR TS ya. Nnhl‘ el Ilocked
sh 1 v «lnlnvv .

1

ot

il
WAFA

N, 3
ment wdded
§ i gaopie we
wnd wakd e
w o

Wadnesduy, thi
Iy’
ngency

milieants

your
e ittt Al Sar
Ritled
wi

e squad

Pl A e bafs
« D

Ay Sy wrdndah MK
W

devead iy, i 10

Al ilwd pig |V|lnl|lvl- o

Zohran Mamdani,
Democrat, sworn in as
New York City Mayor

' wblle trun

v i Rttt

the kgacy of
i el

ot
phacing hin hand on a Ke
an an e nath
" w1

oley'n il
ME. Martani b
W R 1y Anlas st ied

B MamdAn ot e 1t 10 S Born 0 AR
FOMATKS 40 Miyor, he Aukd ca. AL K Mamdani 1
Vi bl ity wlatlion w. Al ey e

{10 the Impor My

Kim praises troops in ‘alien land’ and
hails ‘invincible alliance’ with Russia

fomn

Navth Koreann leader Ko
Jong-un by prwtsodd W
T

o abiioad an
forgh 1 “invincible )
Hance” with Russin in n

"

™

AL I-mm HOU have
nands more have
L i
Kotean

ol nhl\vuv of tha o
ANALYMA iy Not Hheown's et e
rea v recelving vmnmml Ing the T 10 g Drive, the
whel, b " wtateran Korean  Centrnl

e mim
Namwa, i1 2034

i Ay (KENAY wald
aaday.

 f
grosting the
new year, |} ull tha more
e youl, who are
bravely on the Imlllvlh‘hll
In the alien land even at

s S

cordiing Lo KONA. =

you e Fynngyang

MoRCOW," ME. KN skl

The North Korean lead
N

AtrangEhaii
Ble altince” with Wussla,
o e o g
for the (raternnl s
prophe

0 .
SOUth Koresn avertures for
Albigie

A
HOVEA

nul.‘ e a0 Thursday he
e 218 Country o
[

Wit how
Tane mot with both chears

wation
Buropesn

the

Jolned
U

“f 1l $yinbeo
arod v I\m- and col

Beetive v gt

pe
[

g
g, o

"ow .L.l e
chalenodd DIaMLK, i A
old man « wnrnlumm
100 euos T
matesd  teble
whorely ufter 1 uhu.sm

HOcwanive NI
0 e COUNLEY Of 6.4 Tl
o eophe Tave ivioce

Bulgaria adopts the euro, nearly 20
years after joining European Union

AWHOI, WILE faey WAk
T thw vtrodastion could

oyt i wisns, sy
Vhe it will Dt Dt ocomiar
my of the Ewropean Lo

u
nd protect wgaini P
whan I

Bt IUlgarian
e bewn divided ove

e
. or Buliper

e




Bulgaria adopts the euro, nearly 20
years after joining European Union

Agence France-Presse
SOFIA

Bulgaria on Thursday be-
came the 21st country to
switch to the euro, a miles-
tone met with both cheers
and fears, nearly 20 years
after the Balkan nation
joined the European
Union.

At midnight, Bulgaria
gave up the lev, in use since
the late 19th century, and
Bulgarian euro coins were
projected onto the central
bank’s building.

“I warmly welcome Bul-
garia to the euro family,”
said Christine Lagarde,
president of the European
Central Bank, calling the
euro a “powerful symbol”
of “shared values and col-
lective strength”.

‘Final step’: A person holds change in euros as customers shop in
Fantastico store in Sofia, Bulgaria, on Thursday. REUTERS

“Great! It works!” ex-
claimed Dimitar, a 43-year-
old man after withdrawing
100 euros from an auto-
mated teller machine
shortly after midnight.

Successive governments
in the country of 6.4 mil-
lion people have advocat-

ed joining the euro, hoping
that it will boost the econo-
my of the European Un-
ion’s poorest member,
reinforce ties to the West
and protect against Rus-
sia’s influence.

But Bulgarians have
long been divided over the

switch, with many worry-
ing the introduction could
usher in higher prices and
add to the political instabil-
ity rattling the country.

In a speech broadcast
shortly before midnight,
President Rumen Radev
hailed it as the “final step”
in Bulgaria’s EU integra-
tion, as thousands of peo-
ple braved sub-zero tem-
peratures in Sofia to
celebrate the New Year.

Mr. Radev however
voiced regret that Bulgar-
ians had not been consult-
ed by referendum on the
adoption.

European Commission
president Ursula von der
Leyen said that Bulgaria’s
move into the eurozone
marked “an important mil-
estone” for Bulgarians.

A INX



Catching the Euro Expansion Wave
Bulgaria seeks to follow Croatia, which adopted the euro this year

© Euro area M Actively pursuing euro membership
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» Bulgaria became the 21st country to adopt the euro, nearly 20 years after joining the European

Union.
FATIRAT R HYATA aTeT 21d7 G201 g4 71, AT Fd A/ NfAe g1 &b & 20 J1d 915 |

« At midnight, Bulgaria formally replaced its national currency, the lev, with the euro.

HEZRIA @ gEmian A 3191 IS qg1 ‘g’ &t situariRe $9 3 33 J 95 &

2. Symbolism & Celebration
» Bulgarian euro coins were projected onto the central bank building in Sofia.
Hiftear A Fgfla d &t gARA R geniRars 31 f[Gaw! 6t wistarM & s
« Citizens welcomed the move with a mix of enthusiasm and apprehension.
I A SH BeH BT WA IATE 3R MABT—3IAT Hia=T3it &b Tre faam

3. European Central Bank's Response
» Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank, welcomed Bulgaria to the “euro

family.”
et wTs A gemian &1 “J aRar” 7 @nrd faan

« She described the euro as a symbol of shared values and collective strength.

I R Y A1 et 3R agfEe ofaw T Wdtds gamn



4. Bulgarian Political Leadership View
« President Rumen Radev called euro adoption the “final step” in Bulgaria’'s EU integration.
It A T3T A 3@ R T ThIBT BT “3ifaH TROT BT
« He, however, regretted that the adoption was not preceded by a national referendum.

ETdif 31 39 91d W g STaran fos qg1 uRada IR 0d 98 78] B T

5. European Commission’s Position

« Ursula von der Leyen said Bulgaria's euro adoption marked a major milestone.

3G AT a1 3 @4 A 38 U HEaquf Iudfel gdml

6. Economic Expectations & Concerns
« Supporters expect euro adoption to boost Bulgaria's economy and strengthen Western

integration.

grefe) @) InlE 2 6 33 srefarazen &t ggrar fiam 3k ufeawt 3ot } wdhleor Harga g
» Critics fear price rises and deeper political instability.

TR B BIal A gfg 3R TS feeRaT B 3neiwT 21
« Bulgaria remains one of the poorest members of the European Union.

gt snft it At da & g T g 220 7 onfie 21



Aspect

Country

Capital

Old Currency

New Currency
Eurozone Entry Order
EU Membership
Central Bank
Currency Bloc

Population

Details

Bulgaria

Sofia

Lev

Euro

21st

2007

European Central Bank
Eurozone

~6.4 million



Eurozone # European Union

All Eurozone members are EU
members, but not all EU
members use the euro.
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* With reference to Bulgaria’s adoption of the
euro, consider the following statements:

* Bulgaria has become the 21st member of the
Eurozone.

e Adoption of the euro automatically grants EU
membership.

* The European Central Bank manages the
monetary policy of euro-using countries.

* Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B. 1 only

C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



IMD: India saw fifth driest
December in 124 years

Express News Service
Bengaluru, January 1

DECEMBER 2025 was the fifth
driest December in India since
1901, and the driest since 2001.
The all-India rainfall last
month stood at 49mm, which
was 69 per cent below normal.
Northwest and north India
usually experience rainfall and
snowfall in December, but it
was an exceptionally dry De-
cember this time.

Delhi did not receive any
rainfall last month, the IMD
rainfall data stated. Between
2016 and 2025, Delhi experi-
enced dry December only in
2023.

IMD Director General Mru-
tyunjay Mohapatra said there
were multiple factors that re-
sulted in a no-rain December,
such as feeble western disturb-
ances, nostrongeasterly winds,
no wind interactions over cen-
tral India region and the
Madden-Julian Oscillation
(MJO), a global weather phe-
nomenon, was unfavourable.

Central India, too, experi-
enced its lowest rainfall in De-
cember in over 124 years
whereas east and northeast
India experienced their sixth
lowest rainfall last month.

Overall, there were only 14
very heavy rainfall events (115-
204mm in 24 hours) last month
in comparison to 146 events in
2024 and 144 in 2023. Due to
below-normal rainfall activity,
there were above-average fog
conditions prevailing for 15 to
26 days of December, IMD offi-
cials said. Vast areas were af-
fected by dense fog lasting 15
days last month. Drop in visibil-
ity due to fog affected regions
asfaras Odisha and Tripuralast
month, IMD said.

Dry conditions will con-
tinue to prevail over north and
northwest India regions during
January-March, IMD said.

Winter rainfall and snowfall
are particularly key for water
recharge in places located
along the higher altitudes.

In its monthly forecast re-
leased on Thursday, the IMD

said that below-normal rainfall
will particularly affect Jammu
and Kashmir, Uttarakhand, La-
dakh, Punjab and Haryana
spanning north and northwest
Indiaregions. However, above-
normal rainfall is predicted
over central India region and
Uttar Pradesh during the next
three months. During January,
the Met department has pre-
dicted normal rainfall activity
over the country and also over
the northwest India region.
With good rainfall last year and
support of irrigation, the rabi
crop would not be majorly im-
pacted, the IMD chief said.

El Nino, the warmer than
usual temperatures prevailing
over the equatorial Pacific
Ocean, is likely to emerge dur-
ing the later half of 2026.
Multiple global models have in-
dicated that the existing La
Nina conditions are expected to
last till March this yearand will
be followed by El Nino South-
ern Oscillation (ENSO) neutral
conditions likely to prevail till
July.






« According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), December 2025 was the fifth driest

December in India since 1901.

HRd "R fagma faumT (IMD) & 3R, fGdar 2025 a¥ 1901 & a1g WRd | Uiaal &t 2w fedar @1
« It was also the driest December since 2001.

Ig 2001 & 91g BT JGA a1 fGHaR vt 2@

2. Rainfall Statistics
e All-India rainfall in December stood at just 4.9 mm.
G & fEe-wrdta asf daa 4.9 fawt Eh
« This was 69% below the long-period average (LPA).
g 1o 3itad (LPA) @ 69% &H it

3. Regional Distribution

« Northwest and north India, which usually receive winter rain and snowfall, experienced

exceptionally dry conditions.

IR-ufean 31k 3T VRd, el aIa: 2iawrety ast 3 fZaurd a1 2, 39 aR AT U @ 6 2
« Central India recorded its lowest December rainfall in over 124 years.

Heq MR ® 124 a6 § 3a@ & e auf g3f &l g
« East and Northeast India saw their sixth lowest December rainfall.

qd 31k gafer WRd & B8t aad &H fGHar auf gsf g8



4. Delhi & Fog Conditions
e Delhireceived no rainfall during December 2025.
fdar 2025 A fEovil A fdodpel auf 7&l g5
Between 2016 and 2025, Delhi saw a dry December only once earlier, in 2023.

2016 ¥ 2025 & dta fGewit A Bbaer 2023 A € gz fGHaR g g3

Below-normal rainfall led to dense fog for 15-26 days across vast areas.
PH quT &b BRUT 15-26 {3l db g1 BIgn BT IET|

5. Extreme Rainfall Events
Only 14 very heavy rainfall events (115-204 mm in 24 hours) occurred in December.

fdeR A Badt 14 3rda vkt asf geqame (24 12 7 115-204 fawt) g5
This is sharply lower compared to 146 events in 2024 and 144 in 2023.

g 2024 B1 146 3R 2023 HY 144 ge13i & g1 | 9gd BH &



6. Reasons Behind the Dry December

« IMD cited feeble western disturbances as a key reason.

IMD 3 BH3IR ufeast fagihit &t W= SRT gardTl

« Lack of strong easterly winds and weak wind interactions over central India contributed to
dryness.
H3Tgd at garail @t Iufifa 3k 7ea WRd & BHsiR Ua+ 3ia:fisar vt sror &t

» The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) remained unfavourable.
Heq-3fferaq 3i=AeA (MJO) &Y fRifa ufdge &t

» These factors were explained by IMD Director General Mrutyunjay Mohapatra.

g4 BRUN B! ATEAT IMD HETfA32I% Js1a HETITH 1 &l

7. Forecast & Climate Signals

« Dry conditions are expected to persist over north and northwest India during January-March.
SHGA-ATE & GRIF IR 3R 3TR-ufeaw WRa H [k fRAIfd g+t g ol Ivma-T 21

« Normal rainfall is predicted for January across the country, including northwest India.
S A 2R A, fGelgep? 3aR-ufeaw WRd ® ATHT=T 9§t &t IHTaAT 21

« IMD indicated that La Nifia conditions may last till March, followed by El Nifio later in 2026.
IMD & 38R &1 11 %1 fRIfd uref b a1 3§ Ahdl &, [5adb 915 2026 & IWTE &’ vt 141 3WR ddhar el

« ENSO-neutral conditions are likely to prevail till July.

S[@TE ddb ENSO-=Igd fRIfd a7 34 &l IHTaAT 21



Aspect

Month & Year
Rank

All-India Rainfall
Deviation from LPA
Worst Affected Regions
Fog Days

Key Causes
Climate Drivers
Authority

GS Paper

Details

December 2025

5th driest since 1901

4.9 mm

—69%

North, Northwest, Central India
15-26 days

Weak western disturbances, unfavourable MJO
La Nifa, ENSO

IMD

GS-l (Geography), GS-lII (Climate)



® DEFENCE

Ikkis: The story of 2nd Lt Arun Khetarpal & the Battle of Basantar

Arjun Sengupta
New Delhi, January 1

“No, sir, I will not abandon my tank. My
maingunisstillworkingand Iwill get these
bas****s.” These were 2nd Lt Arun Khetar-
pal’s final words.

Atthe height of the Battle of Basantar in
1971, the young officer, six months into ser-
vice, refused to abandon his burning tank,
taking down one more Pakistani Patton be-
fore being hit again. He died on the battle-
field. The bravery of 2nd Lt Khetarpal, one of
the heroesofthe 1971 India-Pakistan War, has
been picturised in 7kkis (21, areferencetothe
age at which he died), starring Agastya
Nanda. With the film’s release on Thursday,
here is the story of the Battle of Basantar.

The Western Front

The war of 1971 is mostly remembered
for India’s triumphant campaign in the
East, liberating Bangladesh. What hap-
pened on the Western Front was as impor-
tant. The Pakistani military believed that
even if Dhaka fell, New Delhi could be
leveraged into a favourable settlement if it
made gains in northern and western India.

Duetothe Indian Army'scommitments
in the East, India and Pakistan were in
near-parity in the West. Unlike in the East,
where the objective was capturing Dhaka,
fighting in the West comprised a series of
defensive(and a few offensive) operations,
with no objective beyond keeping Pakistani
forces at bay. The Battle of Basantar was
among the most important defensive-of-
fensive operations in the 1971 war.

Shakargarh Bulge

The Radcliffe Line left a few major
points of vulnerability on the western
border. The most notable was the Shakar-
garh Bulge, a narrow piece of Pakistaniter-
ritory between the Ravi and the Chenab
that sticks into India, to the north of Gur-
daspur and the south of Jammu. To the
bulge’s east lies Pathankot, through which
the road from Punjab to Jammu passes.

Pakistani military planners have long
viewed the Bulge as a key to Kashmir: if
Pakistan were to capture Pathankot, it
could choke Jammu and Kashmir.

The war began on December 3 as Pakis-
tan mounted a massive offensive through
the Bulge. Catching the Pakistanis by sur-

epaper.indianexprqu

Decorated
soldier

® 2nd LtKhetarpal
became the youn-
gestrecipient of the
Param Vir Chakra, In-
dia’s highest military
honour, for his ac-
tions at the Battle of
Basantar,

® The parade ground
atthe National De-
fence Academy,
Dehradun, is named
after him. The audi-
torium and one of the
main gates at the In-
dian Military Acad-
emy, Khadakwasla,
too, bear his name.

* The battlefrontin1971

® Jammu
J&K

Shakargarh e
PAKISTAN

INDIA

.Pathankot

ey
Gurdaspur

Yabors An;ntsar

PUNJAB

prise, Indian forces, too, mounted an offen-
sive through the Bulge on December 6.
Thus began the Battle of Basantar (known
in Pakistan asthe Battle of Bara Pind). Over
twelve days, Indian forces crossed the
heavily mined Basantar river under fire, ab-
sorbed armoured counter-attacks, and
took control of 500 sq km of Pakistani ter-
ritory. Pakistan lost around S0 Patton tanks.
It called for a ceasefire on December 16.

The role of Poona Horse

On December 15, 1971, the Poona Horse
regiment wasordered to establish a bridge-
head acrossthe Basantar river. Its Cenurion

tanks came under heavy fire from Pakistani
Pattons as well as gun nests, but carried on
through the partially-mined battlefield. The
regiment established a bridgehead across
the Basantar by the following morning.
Onthe momingof December 16, the regi-
ment faced the first of three Pakistani
counterattacks. 2nd Lt Khetarpal responded
with ferocity. An Army account states: “...
Khetarpal continued to attack fiercely until
all resistance was vanquished and he broke
through in the direction of our squadron...
he chased the enemy tanks and destroyed
one of them.” Then a Pakistani armoured
squadron of a dozen tanks attacked an area
held by three Indian Centurions, one of
which was manned by 2nd Lt Khetarpal. The
officer destroyed four tanks. But his tank,
christened Famagusta, took a direct hit and
caught fire, leaving him seriously injured.
2nd Lt Khetarpal’s superior ordered him
toabandon histank. But seeing the enemy
offensive was on, he refused. He would take
down one more Patton before histank was
hit again, fatally wounding him. Dueto2nd
Lt Khetarpal's bravery, the Poona Horse
held on to the bridgehead, helping Indian
forces continue their thrust into Pakistan.
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e 2nd Lt Arun Khetrapal was a young Indian Army officer of the Poona Horse regiment.

e He was only 21 years old when he laid down his life in the 1971 Indo-Pak war.

1971 & MRA-UTH g A 3811 A1 21 a9 61 31 A dfciqre

2. Battle of Basantar — Background
 The Battle of Basantar was fought during the 1971 India—Pakistan War on the western front.
TR BT GG 1971 HRA-UTH g &b GRIA fean! \id UR @sT 7T 2T
e [t was part of India’s defensive-offensive operations in the Shakargarh Bulge area.
g 2bargarh ool &7 A HRAd P I&TcHPB-3ThHG AMHIATH! &1 fE3T am|

3. Strategic Importance of Shakargarh Bulge
o Shakargarh Bulge is a narrow Pakistani protrusion between the Ravi and Chenab rivers.
2rargarh goot at 3R a9 Afgal & da TIfdsed™ &1 Td T6 3UR 2|
e Control of this region was crucial to protect Pathankot and Jammu.
39 & &1 fA=0T ysHdIe 3R 317y B JRam & foie 3rcia Agaaquf o
« Pakistani forces aimed to cut India’s access to Jammu & Kashmir.

TIfdsEATAT BT BT Ig2T HRA & STH]-BHR TUd Bl JIfeid BT 2T



4. Course of the Battle
 The battle began on 3 December 1971 and intensified around the Basantar River.
g 3 fGdaR 1971 B & g3 3R g¥ar At = A dta gam
e Indian forces had to cross heavily mined fields under enemy fire.
YRATT A131 Y gA I Tieat & Sta areat & A R &5 UR B34 US|

« The Poona Horse regiment played a decisive role in establishing a bridgehead.

AT 81 I5HE 1 qoT-817 (fsis1és) enfud w34 A fFuiiaes yfadT fs

5. Role of 2nd Lt Arun Khetrapal

e 2nd Lt Khetrapal commanded a Centurion tank hamed “Famagusta”.
JHE AfFeAc WARUTA "HHNRAT” ATHEG SYRIT ¢h BT HaTe— B 8 2|

» His tank was hit, yet he refused to abandon it.
391 3 &fdud 8 TR, {5 vt 3711 38 B A 39bR fhan

 He destroyed four Pakistani Patton tanks in close combat.
3217 AMHA-AHA HY 611 A TR Uifdearl dea db) ol T fopami

o His famous words: “No, sir, | will not abandon my tank.”

37 UG 2Ueq: "8l W, A 391 b & Bigmm "



6. Outcome of the Battle
e Indian forces repelled multiple Pakistani counter-attacks.
HRART 131 A UifdsdE & &g Ufd3epaYN &l fawd faar
e India captured around 500 sq km of Pakistani territory.
HRd 1 o1 500 aif febwt UrfsEdrt &= uR fAz=v1 Tnfad faar
» Pakistan lost around 50 Patton tanks in this sector.
2T &7 # Ui A & 50 deq & @l

e Ceasefire came into effect on 16 December 1971.

16 f&HaR 1971 B Jgfa™ @I g3m|

7. Param Vir Chakra & Legacy
e 2nd Lt Arun Khetrapal was awarded the Param Vir Chakra posthumously.
dbs MfteAe HBUT WARUTA Bl AIUNTURIA UH IR Tsh UG fdsar i
 He remains the youngest recipient of India’s highest military honour.
d YRd & Jdfed A= THE & JIR JaT UTAadhbdi 81
e Several military institutions and landmarks are named in his honour.

I THME A 3 =T TATHY 31 il &b 911 8 1Y &1



 With reference to the Battle of Basantar,
consider the following statements:

* It was fought during the 1971 Indo-Pak
war on the western front.

* The battle was strategically linked to the
Shakargarh Bulge region.

e 2nd Lt Arun Khetrapal destroyed Pakistani
Sherman tanks during this battle.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Word of the day

Convoluted:
extremely complicated and difficult to follow

Synonyms: tough, intricate, confusing

Usa g€ His explanation sounded convoluted
to everyone.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
convolutedpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /konvslu:tid/
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