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Commercial LPG, jet fuel rates hiked amid war

Major metro cities hit with a price hike of more than 10% for commercial cylinders; price of aviation turbine fuel more than doubled for international travel, prompting IndiGo

to add a fuel surcharge of 10,000 on long-haul routes; however ATF rates for scheduled domestic carriers were hiked by less than 9%; there is no change for household LPG

Saptaparno Ghosh
Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

tate-run oil market-
Sing firms hiked the

price of commercial
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) cylinders by more
than 10% in major metro
cities on Wednesday, while
the price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) was more
than doubled for interna-
tional air travel and char-
tered flights.

On the other hand, tra-
vellers flying within the
country faced a smaller
ATF rate increase of
around 9%.

The Centre defended
the hikes, noting that its oil
marketing companies
(OMCs) are bearing the
brunt of the spike in global
oil prices, absorbing losses
of ¥380 per cylinder on
average,

There has been a 44%
spike in benchmark Saudi
Contract prices between

March and April, as 20% to
30% of global LPG is
stranded in the Strait of
Hormuz amid the ongoing
U.S.-Iran war in West Asia.

The Indian Oil Corpora-
tion set the new price of a
19 kg commercial cylinder
in Delhi at ¥2,078.5, a hike
of 195.5 from the ¥1,883
price set on March 7.

Similarly, Mumbai woke
up to a 196 hike on each
commercial cylinder,
while a ¥203 price increase
was seen in Chennai, and
2218 hike in Kolkata. The
effect of the hike is expect-
ed to be felt across the
country. There has been
no change to the prices of
LPG cylinders meant for
household use.

For domestic flights, the
price of ATF in Delhi was
increased by about 8.6% to
1,04,927 per kilolitre (K1),
with a similar 8.6% in
Mumbai.

For international flights
by Indian airlines as well as
chartered flights, the price

Fuels on fire

According to the government, the LPG hike has been necessitated
by a 44% spike in benchmark Saudi Contract prices as 20-30% of
global LPG remain stranded in the conflict-hit Strait of Hormuz

Commercial
LPG prices
hiked by
¥196-218
per cylinder
across the
country

. ‘
prices more

than doubled

for international
flights; up
8.6% for

domestic

IndiG

of ATF was more than dou-
bled to a record ¥2.07 lakh
per kilolitre.

Aviation major IndiGo,
which currently holds two-
thirds of the domestic avia-
tion market, responded by
hiking its fuel surcharge up
to ¥950 for domestic flights
and 10,000 for interna-
tional flights.

‘Partial increase’
The Ministry of Petroleum

Aviation fuel

Under-recoveries of oil

‘ marketing companies
projected to cross
40,484 crore
by May-end

| Commercial
LPG
consumption
less than

10% of total LPG

consumption in
India, says Centre

and Natural Gas defended
the hike in ATF prices, say-
ing that it has passed on
only a partial increase to
the airlines, while its OMCs
absorb the majority of the
losses as global crude rates
surge due to the U.S.-Israeli
war against Iran.

“In order to insulate the
domestic travel costs from
the substantial increase in
international prices, PSU
0il Marketing Companies

Tehran denies
Trump’s claim of
seeking ceasefire

CHENNAI

U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday that Iran
asked for a ceasefire and he
would consider it once the
Strait of Hormuz is open. Iran
said it has not made any such
proposal and will continue the
war "until the aggressor is
punished and compensation is
paid”. » PAGE 14

of the Ministry of Petro-
leum, in consultation with
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
have passed only a partial
and staggered increase of
25% (only Z15/litre) to the
airlines,” the Ministry said
in a post on social media.
In other words, the go-
vernment says it has
passed on only a quarter of
the actual impact if ATF
prices were aligned with
current international rates.

The Ministry noted that
OMCs are bearing an aver-
age loss of T380 on the sale
of every LPG cylinder, gi-
ven current rates. “Cumu-
lative losses by end-May
will reach approximately
340,484 crore,” the Minis-
try said in a social media
post. There has been a 44%
spike in benchmark Saudi
Contract prices between
March and April, as 20% to
30% of global LPG is
stranded in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Public-sector OMCs are
also incurring losses of
about 324 .4 for every litre
of petrol and ¥104.99 for
every litre of diesel sold, as
of today, the Ministry
added.

‘Staggered increase’

The ATF rate for scheduled
domestic carriers has been
increased by 21 per litre,
whilst those for non-sche-
duled and international
airlines are up more than
10 per litre, Ministry joint

secretary Sujata Sharma
told journalists. She clari-
fied that these are retail
prices, not the base prices
of the fuel.

Though the government
referred to a “staggered in-
crease” in ATF rates, Ms.
Sharma could not offer any
clarity on the timing of the
next such hike. “When will
it happen next, 1 cannot
say now. The government
will take a decision at the
appropriate time,” she
said.

Commercial LPG rates,
on the other hand, are de-
regulated, market-deter-
mined, and revised month-
ly. “Their consumption is
less than 10% of the total
LPG consumed in the
country,” the Petroleum
Ministry said, noting that
around 55,622 MT of com-
mercial LPG has been lifted
by States/UTs since March
14.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 12



State-run Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) hiked commercial LPG prices by ¥196-
X218 per cylinder across major metro cities

WHRI ded fauoE dufFal (OMCs) 7 THE HeHTRI H ATadTie LPG &I Bivd I196-3218 Ufd
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices more than doubled for international flights; ATF
reached ¥2.07 lakh per Kilolitre

famT zafga $uA (ATF) H iad siaRisia 31 & feig Srt A 3ifeies 81, ATF X2.07 A ufa
fdeteiter o ugar

The trigger: 44% spike in Saudi Contract prices (benchmark for LPG) + 20-30% of
global LPG stranded in the Strait of Hormuz due to the ongoing US-Iran war

BRUT: el Blsde BIHdl § 44% IBTA + US-ERM g & BRUT BT STasHBHE ¥ 20-30%
dfedss LPG %t

IndiGo added a ¥10,000 fuel surcharge on international/long-haul flights

IndiGo 7 3R /ce g &Y 38 IR 10,000 BT S feR SireT

OMCs bear average loss of X380 per LPG cylinder; cumulative losses to cross 40,484
crore by May-end

OMCs & Ufd LPG fOeiey 380 T 31H4d =TT &1 8T &; T °1eT HS-3id dob 40,484 B8 TR
BT



LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas) is the cooking gas we use — it comes in cylinders;
commercial LPG is used by hotels, restaurants and businesses (blue cylinders);
household LPG is used at home (red/domestic cylinders)

LPG (gdha 9 e 1) a8 7418 119 € STl 8H 3UANT ad &; ATddTiies LPG gledt/R&RT H (el
fFeieR); TR LPG &R H 391 &Il & (elTeT/eRe] fHeier)

ATF (Aviation Turbine Fuel) is the fuel used by aeroplanes — like petrol for cars but
for aircraft

ATF (fawr edafga $u) gg $ue 2 51 gaTs STersT ¥ 3UaT 81d1 & — S &R & foig 9gier, 3 famm &
fiT ATF
The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow sea channel between Iran and Oman — nearly 20-

30% of the world's LPG passes through it; when it is blocked or unsafe, global fuel
prices shoot up

S TASHBHE 1 3R 3T & dier Tob YT Tt ATl @ — faed o1 20-30% LPG T d
TSR 8; STel TE g 81, dl df2dd SHA PIAd &8 STl o

Saudi Contract price is the international benchmark price at which India buys LPG

from Saudi Arabia (set by Saudi Aramco) — India imports most of its LPG

Tl Biae Il I8 AR SawTdh HAd 2 T IR HRd 93¢t 3R A LPG WRIgdT € (W3Hat
3IRTHPI g1 (i)

Household LPG prices remain unchanged — the government is shielding domestic
consumers; OMCs bear the loss

] LPG $d 3afafdd § — GIhR eRe] 3UHTaRT3T Pl 9T &l 8; OMCs HTeT 38T R &



Commercial LPG price hike (19 kg cylinder in Delhi): ¥1,883 - ¥2,078.5 (hike of
%195.5)

ATGHTR—IS LPG e gfg: (et 7 19 oo faaer): 1,883 - ¥2,078.5 (X195.5 B qfg)
City-wise commercial LPG hikes: Mumbai ¥196, Chennai ¥203, Kolkata ¥218
2ER-IR ATGHTb LPG gfg: §aIs 196, I=Ts X203, Plddbrdr X218

No change in household LPG cylinder prices

TR LPG fieiex B Hidl § IS agerma T8l

ATF for domestic flights (Delhi): increased by ~8.6% to ¥1,04,927 per KL; similar in
Mumbai

TR 381 & fay ATF (fEeeth): ~8.6% siga ¥1,04,927 Ufd KL; Hag # Hl §A=

ATF for international flights: more than doubled to ¥2.07 lakh per KL
RIS 38HI & feig ATF: ¥2.07 @@ gfd KL da Q1T & 31

IndiGo fuel surcharge: X950 for domestic; 10,000 for international flights
IndiGo S 3ER: TR & felg 950; 3R & ferw 10,000

ATF for scheduled domestic carriers: raised by X21/litre (staggered increase)
HIYfad TR a1gPl & {7 ATF: X 21 /et Bl gfg (RuTeg gfg)

Non-scheduled and international airlines: ATF up by more than ¥110/litre

R-319fea 3R iR waRarsal: ATF I110/wtex 3 31ftid ge



i Polity / IsTaaT

 LPG pricingin India: Household LPG — regulated by government; Commercial LPG
— deregulated (market-determined); ATF — deregulated, revised daily by OMCs

YRd H LPG Y& fAURUT: 0Re] LPG — &R gRT fafafdd; earaaids LPG — faffdfad (daeiR-
fuifia); ATF — faff=ifad, OMCs gr1afAe Heifaa

Essential Commodities Act: Government can intervene in pricing of essential goods
including fuel

HIRYP I ATUAIH: TRPBR U Fid 31128 ag 31 b Hod FURUTH gEdeld o Hebll
PNGRB (Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board): Regulates downstream

petroleum sector in India

PNGRB (Ugiferad 31k Uresfads 19 (e d1$): WRd § S3AE UgifaraH & &l fAafad avdr g




& Economy | 31efeqaz2t

Under-recovery: Difference between the cost of fuel to OMCs and the price charged to
consumers — a form of hidden subsidy

3eX-RapaRt: OMCs Pl S @NTd 3R 3TN & gl ST aTel Hod & 9 3R — fout afedet &1
T B

CPI Inflation: Commercial LPG hike raises cost for food businesses - food inflation
rises > CPI goes up - RBI may hold or raise interest rates

CPI qgrbifa: rad1ides LPG gfg & @ier Al &l aiiTd et & > WTel §aIebifd gedl & > CPI
gedl & > RBI TS &3 d1TU 3 dbd] & IT 98T HbdT &

Current Account Deficit (CAD): Higher crude/LPG import bills > wider CAD - rupee
depreciation pressure

T @11 "1eT (CAD): 31fties =/ LPG 311aTd fefiet - e&mues CAD - $UT T 3aHcd cdid
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY): Provides subsidised LPG to BPL households

— protection of domestic LPG prices is essential for its success
THTTHAT 355l AloAT (PMUY): BPL URaRT & SfediEigard LPG — 86 LPG dIHdl &bl gRaf
SD! AT b folQ ST &




<& Environment / ggfazor

LPG is cleaner than coal/wood: Reducing household air pollution; PMUY directly
linked to reducing indoor pollution

LPG B [1hs! A Wed §: 9¥e] drg HZu0T &4 BT, PMUY T8R WEWOT 6H A & HiH 31 &
Jet fuel emissions: ATF combustion contributes to CO,, NO, and contrail formation —
climate concern

Wie §9A Iawi: ATF 287 CO,, NO, AR Si=et fAmfor & armer aear @ — Sietarg faar

Transition to cleaner aviation fuel (SAF — Sustainable Aviation Fuel): A long-term
solution; India's aviation policy increasingly focused on SAF

e famT=a $uA (SAF) &Y 3R TBHOT: Ueh Sitfesifoies GHTHT; WRd @ fad- Hifd SAF wwasit &
Hfea

£ Science & Technology | fasmA-Riafidt

LPG composition: Mainly Propane (C,H,) and Butane (C,H,,) — byproducts of
natural gas processing and petroleum refining

LPG H3g4T: §&ua: 94 (C,H,) 3R & (C H, ) — Widfda e wawsor 3R 9gifcaw 2 &
39T

ATF (Jet A-1): A highly refined kerosene-type fuel; flash point > 38°C; stringent
international specifications

ATF (Jet A-1): Vs 3rcaferes afvspd BfA-0bR &1 3u7; TRl uise > 38°C; &3 Aaviediy fafider
Saudi Contract Price is reviewed by Saudi Aramco monthly — global benchmark for
LPG trade

UHEI Pl Yo HITHE B9 A AHA IRTHB GRTFHI&H B ST 2 — LPG 21IR & fAy dfedes
CELICT



F1. Past | Yd&Tel

1991 BOP Crisis: India's forex reserves fell to cover only 2 weeks of imports partly due
to Gulf War-triggered oil price spike - India pledged gold, undertook IMF loan

e 1991 BOP Hdhe: HRA T faeeit HaT HeR dael 2 HHITE & 3RITd Pl ek o3 b Ty fIRT — @1l gz
 del Hed g 31Tf2leh BRUT > HRA  FIHT fiRe ! 3@T

e 2008 Global Oil Price Spike: Brent crude crossed $147/barrel; India's OMC losses
skyrocketed; large subsidies required

o 2008 df2dP A Ho IBTA: sic P8 $147/Rel UR; HRd & OMC 9T 3THHA B 7TY; g1 Afeel hl
EIGERE|

« PMUY (2016): Launched to provide free LPG connections to BPL families — protecting
household LPG is central to this scheme's success

« PMUY (2016): BPL URaRI ! T LPG B-aR[M — B¢ LPG ! Y& S AISHI bl Hobeldl b
feTq b

« COVID-19 impact on ATF (2020): Global aviation nearly collapsed; ATF prices

plunged - airlines in distress

e ATF 9 COVID-19 W14 (2020): dfedds faam= @i tad; ATF diHd fIRT > TaRered ddbe o



F3. Future [ vfasg

Best case: US-Iran conflict resolves quickly - Strait of Hormuz reopens - global LPG
supply normalises - prices fall > OMC losses reduce

Hataw feifd: US-€ Guef STedl Yererdr € - BT STaigHBHed U FetdT & - dfededs LPG 3mgfd
HTHTRT > PIHd iRt g > OMC 91eT &R

Worst case: Prolonged conflict - sustained high energy prices - household LPG also
hiked - political backlash - fiscal stress for government

T @19 f2fa: dar day - AMaR 32 it dIAd - 86 LPG Vi a¢ - Ierfde ufdfear >
HBR R ISP TG

Impact on India: CAD worsens - rupee weakens - imported inflation - RBI forced to
tighten monetary policy - growth slowdown risk

YRd IR Y{TE: CAD faTgar € - SUar HHSIR - 37afad GeRebifd -> RBI &1 Aifed Fifd et a3t ug
> farg 7t a1 Silfan

Long-term: India must accelerate domestic gas production, LNG infrastructure, and
energy diversification (green hydrogen, biofuels, SAF)

SrefepTfeias: HRA &1 TR 11 3cuTed, LNG gfFand g 31k Haf fafaitesor (2Ra greglem, sta v,
SAF) H dSil o1 gt



Fuels on fire

According to the government, the LPG hike has been necessitated
by a 44% spike in benchmark Saudi Contract prices as 20-30% of
global LPG remain stranded in the conflict-hit Strait of Hormuz

Under-recoveries of oil

ool ezIl Aviation fuel 6\

WlelSlg[-l Prices more ﬁ
hiked by than doubled

$196-218 for international .
percylinder [RRCHSTLEF A

340,484 crore
by May-end

0 ‘ o3 |
across the dsc;ge/gggr q' 'f | Commercial
country QT . ¥ LPG
w " v consumption
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IndiGo increases fuel W ‘ less than
surcharges up to ¥950 10% of total LPG
for domestic and to ¥10,000 consumption in

for international flights India, says Centre



» HISTORY

Ashoka championed Buddhism; how his grandson helped spread Jainism

Nikita Mohta
New Delhi, April 1

ON THE occasion of Mahavir Jayanti on
Tuesday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the Samrat Samprati Museum
in Koba, Gandhinagar. The museum is
dedicated to Jain history and the life of
Samrat Samprati, the grandson of the Mau-
ryan ruler Ashoka.

Unlike Ashoka, who is known for help-
ing spread Buddhism, Samprati is remem-
bered for his deep association with Jainism.
Here’s how Samprati was instrumental in
spreading the faith across the subcontinent
and beyond.

Ashoka’s Buddhist legacy

Therise and spread of the Mauryan Em-
pireinthethird century BCE, with all its as-
sociated grandeur and administrative
order, is well known. Ashoka, who ruled
from circa 269 to 232 BCE, is credited with
expanding the empire and later instituting
a moral framework grounded in Buddhist
virtues. According toJohn E. Cortin Fram-
ingtheJina: Narratives of Iconsand Idolsin
Jain History (2010): "He created a model for

ethical kingship that persists today in the
religious and political imaginaire of Bud-
dhist Southeast Asia.” Indeed, Buddhists
often regard Ashoka as almost single-
handedly responsible for the spread of Bud-
dhism beyond the north Indian landscape.

Yet, despite the prominence of Bud-
dhism under the Mauryas, Jainism re-
mained an important religious tradition.
“Asoka’s wives were predominantly Bud-
dhist, but his first wife, Padmavati, was a
Jain,” notes Michael C. Howard in Trans-
nationalism in Ancient and Medieval So-
cieties (2012).

Another Mauryan figure central to Jain
narratives is Ashoka’s grandfather, Chan-
dragupta Maurya, who, Jain traditions say,
embraced the faith. “The Digambara his-
torians credit himwith leading a migration
south to avoid a great famine, and event-
ually dying in meditation at the holy shrine
of Shravana Belgola [in present-day Karna-
taka),” writes Cort.

While Chandragupta Maurya is vener-
ated in the Digambara Jain tradition, “for
Shvetambaras, the central person in the
Mauryan dynasty was Ashoka’s grandson
and successor, Samprati,” notes Cort. Al-

Keeping
thefaith

@ Jain communities
inwestern India
oftenattribute the
construction of ‘old’
temples (those lack-
ing firminscriptional
or textual evidence)
to Samprati, as well
as theinstallation of
ancienticons with-
out donor records

® ‘Sampratiand his
templesandicons...
came to occupy a
place in the Jain his-
tory of western India
closely analogousto
that occupied by As-
hoka in the Buddhist
history of India," the
scholar JohnE. Cort
has written

though several of Ashoka's sons are said to
have contested the throne after his death
in 232 BCE, historical sources offer little
consensus on the line of succession.

A popular theory, also mentioned by
Colleen Taylor Sen in Ashoka and the Mau-
rya Dynasty (2022), is that the empire was
divided between his grandsons: Dashara-
tha and Samprati. Samprati was the son of
Kunala. Jain texts, in particular, portray
him as an adherent who played a signifi-
cant role in the dissemination of Jina
images across the subcontinent.

Ashoka’s Jain counterpart

Samprati is believed to have reigned be-
tween 230 and 220 BCE. According to Cort,
“The story of Samprati first emerges in
Shvetambara writings... in the context of
the rules of monastic practice.”

Overtime, his legacy grew, with anony-
mous and undated medieval works de-
voted entirely to him, such asthe 461-verse
Sanskrit Deedsof King Samprati(Samprati
Nripa Charitra).

Some traditions describe Samprati as a
Jain from birth, but most accounts empha-
size his conversion under the monk Suhas-

tin, the eighth leader of the Jain congrega-
tion established by Mahavira, whom he is
said to have met in Ujjain.

His propagation of Jainism was likely
shaped by personal and regional influences.

Following his conversion, Samprati is
credited with actively promoting Jainism
across the subcontinent and beyond — fa-
cilitating the movement of monks into dis-
tant regions, constructing and renovating
thousands of temples, and establishing vast
numbers of icons. Some authors even at-
tribute to him the spread of Jain teachings
to regions as far as China, Burma (now
Myanmar), Afghanistan, Nepal, and Bhu-
tan. More expansive interpretations go
further still, crediting him with extending
Jain influence into Central Asia, the Ara-
bian peninsula, and parts of West Asia.

These accounts bear a striking resem-
blance to Buddhist narratives of Ashoka’s
missionary activities. “Further, just as As-
hoka not only spread the Buddhist teach-
ings but also instituted the Buddhist ritual
culture of stupas throughout these lands,
so Samprati did more than send mission-
aries. He also built temples and installed
icons,” writes Cort.



PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the Samrat Samprati Museum in Koba,
Gandhinagar (Gujarat) on the occasion of Mahavir Jayanti

UIOH g AT A HETd R ST b 37aER UR BIET, MR (ToRTd) H HHIE W fd GUETerd BT 31
fesar

The museum is dedicated to Jain history and the life of Samrat Samprati — grandson

of Mauryan emperor Ashoka
T o gfaer 3R 11 JuTe 312 & i FH1e Wufd & Sita & Jftd 8

Article highlights the parallel legacy of Ashoka (Buddhism) and Samprati (Jainism)
within the Mauryan dynasty

oG A dor ¥ 372ep (g ud) 3R Iufa (S uH) & Iu[iaR faRad o) 39TTR &dT &

Connects to Mahavir Jayanti — an important national event (birth anniversary of
Lord Mahavira, 24th Tirthankara of Jainism)

HETdR ST dl I S[ET & — WA HeTdR (S UH & 244 diefa) P 5= st




Ashoka was a great Mauryan emperor who promoted Buddhism across Asia after the
Kalinga War; his edicts and missionary activities are famous worldwide

31206 Ueh HE AT FHTe T fSaA Biei T g & d1e I ik H dtg ¥ &1 v fosan

Samprati was Ashoka's grandson (son of Kunala) who ruled approximately 230-220
BCE and did for Jainism what Ashoka did for Buddhism

Hufd 372(Tcs BT AraT 2T (FATeT BT Y) foig T 230-220 BCE H 2 fobar 37k 51 v o fag
agl T St 372 7 dig uH & fofq febar

Chandragupta Maurya (founder of Mauryan empire, Ashoka's grandfather) also had

Jain connections — Digambara tradition credits him with embracing Jainism and
dying in meditation at Shravana Belgola, Karnataka

TSI W (HI HTHTS & HERATY, 37211 b GTaT) T HI SiF Hee 2T — fEiieR tuRT 3+ St UH 3194
3R ST AATEAT, BATed H B N G BT 9T <l &

The Mauryan dynasty thus had deep connections to both Buddhism AND Jainism —
a fact often overlooked in favour of only Ashoka's Buddhist legacy

9 UbR AR d2r 7 alg 3R ST Q1) 1Hf I TgT Hat &T — Udb ded Si) 37eRR hadl 37120 hl dig
faRTId & uer § e fdsar Srar @

Samprati is said to have spread Jain teachings as far as China, Myanmat, Afghanistan,
Nepal, Bhutan, Central Asia, and the Arabian Peninsula

Gufd 3 S fIersil Pl =iiF, RITAR, BT, 39T, Y, 7t TR 3R 3Re UrAgHY ddb herrar



Dasharatha: Another grandson of Ashoka with whom the empire was divided; ruled
over a different part

G2RY: 31211 BT Yeb 3R UIdT foiTeb Hres HTaTSy fepTford gam

Padmavati: First wife of Ashoka; was a Jain — showing Jain influence even in Ashoka's

personal life

UITadl: 3720 b)Y Uget! Tetl; Si &ff — 372Tep b feratTd Stiad § WY 519 siTa gerfar



D5. Why Important for India? / WRd & feiq orIi Hgerqui?

Jainism is one of India's indigenous religions with rich philosophical, cultural, and
artistic heritage — understanding its historical spread matters

S UH YR & T2 ¥l # I U & — 39 Uderid YR & GHeHT Hecdyof

The museum at Gandhinagar connects to Gujarat's deep Jain heritage — Jain
community is significant in Gujarat's social and economic fabric

TR BT ST TORTd B T o i 3 S &

Samprati's legacy of "Jain missionary activity" across Asia parallels Ashoka's
Buddhist diplomacy — relevant to India's soft power narrative

vferam # wufd o1 " faemt nfdfafa Bt favrad 31eie b dig Ge-ifd &AM @ — WRd B 919
9TeR 2T b feig UifTep

Promotes Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat ethos by highlighting pan-India cultural
connections through ancient religion

Ui U b HTeH F 3RIA-HRA - TR Jetl Bl I5TTR B3 T R TS HIRd HIdAT Bl
T8 d Bl &



Mauryan Dynasty Timeline:

Chandragupta Maurya (322-298 BCE): Founded Mauryan Empire; defeated
Seleucus Nicator; associated with Jainism (Digambara); advised by
Chanakya/Kautilya

Y HIE (322-298 BCE): 61 ATHTSY b1 TATIHT; Ao e 1 &l1aT; St ud &
SS; TTUTRI [P & HeTebR

Bindusara (298-272 BCE): Son of Chandragupta; associated with Ajivika
sect

fdguR (298-272 BCE): Iaw & Y; ATSilfdd I5er 3 5e
Ashoka (269-232 BCE): Kalinga War - conversion to Buddhism; Rock/Pillar
Edicts; Dhamma; sent missionaries to Sri Lanka, Greece, Egypt

31201 (269-232 BCE): BfaiT g - dig uH H HUidRuT; felelr/Fdy srfieia; uw; siieier,
i, e o fRemRt

Samprati (230-220 BCE approx): Jain champion; parallel to Ashoka in

religious promotion

Dasharatha: Ruled part of empire after Ashoka; last major Mauryan Kings;
empire declined after Pushyamitra Shunga (185 BCE)



Important Jain Sites in India /| WRd # Agcaquf i /e

Site | T State /IS Significance [ Hged
Palitana Gujarat 900+ Jain temples on Shatrunjaya hill; holiest Jain
pilgrimage
Shravana Karnataka Gomateshwara/Bahubali statue; Chandragupta connection
Belgola
Dilwara Temples Rajasthan (Mt. 11th-13th century; marble craftsmanship
Abu)
Ranakpur Rajasthan 15th century; 1,444 marble pillars
Ellora Caves Maharashtra Jain caves (caves 30-34) alongside Buddhist and Hindu
Gwalior Fort Madhya Pradesh Jain rock-cut figures



o KERALA,NOTPUNJAB,RECORDS MOST
CASES UNDERANTI-NARCOTICS LAW

Punjab made up for 9.6% of the total 1,20,010 cases
registered under the NDPS Act in 2023, as against
Kerala’s 25.6%, as per Govt’s reply in RS on Wednesday

Casesregistered Total cases
e registered

1 _1,20,010

® Union Territories

® States (t

Union
Territories

3,959

(=]
<t
Lot
@@ g e N =
@ D o T 9 s = B
= = 0 Q@ = @ @
@D c q O
N7 UCI? SN & e
B OEE a= 4% g ;
g £ ¢ g
s = 8 5 States
= =

1,16,051

The NDPS Act, 1985, which regulates operations relating to narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances, was amended in 2014 and has been in force nationwide
since May 1that year.

*Datashared by Union Minister of State (Home) Nityanand Rai, based on NCRB record



INTERNATIONAL BOOKER 2026 SHORTLIST

6 finalists; Indian-origin translator
Padma Viswanathan in running

AishwaryaKhosla
New Delhi, April 1

THE 2026 International Booker
Prize shortlist comprises six
books covering roughly a cen-
tury of difficult history, moving
from 1930s Taiwan to post-rev-
olution Iran, from the Albanian
Alps to the suburbs of Paris,
each stopping somewhere
power has left its mark.

The finalists include Ana
PaulaMaia’s dystopian Brazilian
novel On Earth As It Is Beneath,
translated from the Portuguese
by Padma Viswanathan, aCana-
dian-American writer and pro-
fessor of Indian origin.

Maia’s 2025 novella is set in
a penal colony where enslaved
people were once tortured and
murdered.

In an exclusive interview
with The Indian Express follow-
ing the longlist announcement,
Viswanathan revealed that the
translation took nine weeks,
five drafts. “For the third draft,
Iretyped the entire manuscript
from start to finish over just a
few days, aware that Ana Paula
seemed to employ a sort of free-
wheeling association with her
relatively curt language.”

oThe Shortlist
: THENIGHTS
ARE QUIETIN

TEHRAN By
Shida Bazyar

Set across four
decades, thisisa
polyphonic novel
of one family’s flight from & return
toIran. Translated by Ruth Martin

THE DIRECTOR
By Daniel
Kehlmann

Anartist’slifeanda
pact with the devil;
thisis a novel
about the
dangerous illusions of the silver
screen.

Translated by Ross Benjamin

iy THEWITCH
TNEWIIEH B Marie NDiaye

- A mediocre witch,
inamediocre
marriage, tries to
pass on her giftsto
her twin daughters,
who, it becomes apparent, have
skills far beyond her own.
Translated by Jordan Stump

P—

!
1
MARIE NDIAYE |

SHEWHO
REMAINS By
Rene Karabash

A dark and poetic
novel about
identity, gender,
love, freedom, and
societal norms.

Translated by Izidora Angel

ONEARTHASIT
IS BENEATH By
Ana Paula Maia

Anovel that sets us
among an isolated
group of men
whose bonds break
down in ways hard to comprehend
& impossible to look away from,

%h.'

i {,'lvl ‘\

Translated by Padma Viswanathan
Torman TAIWAN
- TRAVELOGUE
.. ByYang
=" Shuang-zi
=en
=l A bittersweet story
=== of love between
two women,

nested in an artful exploration of
language, history and power.
Translated by Lin King




India Leads Globally
in Nagoya Protocol
Compliance
Certificates




Topic

Why in News

Key Data

Global Position

Other Leading Countries

Registered Countries

What is IRCC

Meaning of IRCC

Exam-Oriented Content

India has emerged as the global leader in issuing IRCCs under the Nagoya Protocol.

MRd AT Welhid & dad IRCCs 3R A | dfedads 3ot a9 39 21

India issued 3,561 IRCCs out of the global total of 6,311, which is more than 56% of
the world total.

HRd A dfeaw Fa 6,311 IRCCs R A 3,561 AR b, it faed et &1 56% & 3ifeias 21

India is ranked first globally in issuance of Internationally Recognised Certificates of
Compliance.

AR TR R AT YTt AT THIOTTH SR 634 B WIRd Wl I WR 21

India is followed by France, Spain, Argentina, Panama, and Kenya.
HRd & 1€ Wid, WA, (ST, UATHT 3R -1 71 RIF 21

Among 142 registered countries, only 34 countries have issued IRCCs so far.

142 usiigpd 32 § & 319 a6 Haet 34 32 A IRCCs IR fbg €1

IRCC stands for Internationally Recognised Certificate of Compliance. It is an official
record issued under the Access and Benefit-Sharing system.

IRCC &1 RT 9H Internationally Recognised Certificate of Compliance 21 I Access
and Benefit-Sharing @Iaze & dgd SR T ATferdiRe 3ifiad 81

It confirms that access to genetic resources was granted legally and that required
conditions were fulfilled.

g ATt & & b 3aflics Famedl ad Ugd HIAt $U & & 1 3R raeads od gt &
TS|



What is Nagoya Protocol

Parent Convention

Adoption

Entry into Force

ABS Full Form

Meaning of ABS

Prior Informed Consent
(PIC)

The Nagoya Protocol is an international agreement related to access to genetic
resources and fair sharing of benefits arising from their use.

AT WetbTa dfeie Jamel ad ugd 3R 39d 3udT § urd @nil & =aragef dear @
Heiftid geb siawrsgta awgitar 21

The Nagoya Protocol is a supplementary agreement to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD).
AT Welbie, Sta fafderar 3fiaaa (CBD) &1 Yd [Reb dAHgildr 2

It was adopted in 2010 at Nagoya, Japan.
34 a9 2010 B SATYTE & ANTR—T B 3799171 747 271

The Protocol entered into force in 2014.

g WeIhid a9 2014 & i1 7 31Tl

ABS stands for Access and Benefit-Sharing.
ABS &1 QRT 4T Access and Benefit-Sharing 21

It means that when genetic resources or related traditional knowledge are used, the
benefits should be shared fairly with the provider country or community.
391 31ef 2 fob 519 3ndfeies Tt a1 397 3 URURE F19 &1 39T foanr s, dt 3Tdk
AN BT —ITIqYT dearT WETdT 321 AT TG & J1ef g1 T |

PIC means permission must be taken in advance from the provider country or
authority before accessing genetic resources.

PIC 1 31ef & s 3nTafeics JaTerl a6 Ugd & Ugel T 42f AT Wiferasor & qd srgnfa &
3MaRT® Bl



One-Liner Facts

Exam Points

Nagoya Protocol = Biodiversity-related agreementSd%GSRid
THECY = TP PR 7 & GURR T QOIS

Not a climate treaty, not a pollution treaty. 919 © &&&
TIAAGMISPR Y © U sBY TPRE

Adopted in 20102010 W5 ESAIT YIS

Place: Nagoya, Japan.fi¥: SqEHK, Tdeds 3

Entered into force in 20142014 W's hdole T

Important factual question for prelims.sdE#hs TEEed ST
S TUZ A ¢X8

IRCC is proof of legal accessIRCC Sd%Fa T 59 ST
L)

Shows PIC and MAT compliance.2ZIUT PIC> ¥ MAT
? RETS T ST U

India is a mega-diverse countryshaftle: TBII-SBPBIR o I

Hence biodiversity governance is strategically
important.¥¢e SAEY < SBBBR o Cdg S ©Y S@es
T B ES

Biological Diversity Act, 2002Biological Diversity Act, 2002

Important Indian law linked with biodiversity conservation
and access regulation.sypl *BPEIR o &Rl T T




Question

Consider the following statements about the Nagoya
Protocol:

AR Welhid & dae ¥ fAsfafaa seE) wR faur Hifse:

Which of the statements given above are correct?

39T A ? BIH-3 B TE 82

Content

1. It is a supplementary agreement to the Convention on Biological Diversity.
1. I Convention on Biological Diversity &1 Td Y3e IHgildl 2|

2. It mainly deals with greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.

2. I J&d: WHE3Y 19 3919 & &l & @eal & Tdfta 81

3. It is related to fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of
genetic resources.

3. U 3Tafre FTTEAY & I & 3= @ndl &b =gl 3k IuH dear J ddfed g1

(A) 1and 2 only
(A) pae 131k 2
(B) 1and 3 only
(B) pae 13k 3
(C) 2 and 3 only
(C) Faw 2 3k 3
(D)1,2and 3

(D)1,231k3



ESA Launches Ce\este Sate\lltes to
SREGOst Na\/|gat|on System



Topic

Why in News

Organisation Involved

Mission Name

Satellites Launched

Launch Vehicle

Launch Site

Exam-Oriented Content

The European Space Agency (ESA) has launched the first two satellites of the
Celeste in-orbit demonstration mission.

AT 3iaflker gtdt (ESA) A Celeste in-orbit demonstration mission & Uga gl 3UUg
o feg 2

The mission has been launched by the European Space Agency (ESA).

g fierM TRty siafker gaidt (ESA) gRY 2 fdear T 81

The mission is called the Celeste in-orbit demonstration mission.
29 fH2[ &1 91 Celeste in-orbit demonstration mission &1

The two satellites launched are Celeste IOD-1 and Celeste IOD-2.
i fobT T &Y 3UYE Celeste 10D-1 3il Celeste 10D-2 £l

The satellites were launched aboard Rocket Lab’s Electron rocket.
4 3UU&! B! Rocket Lab @& Electron rocket & di=d fdsam mam|

The launch took place from New Zealand.

IE Y& I Zealand I fdsar1 mami



Main Objective

Link with Galileo

Galileo System

Orbit Used by Celeste

Orbit Used by Galileo

Why LEO is Important

Technology Validation

Frequency Bands Used

The mission aims to test a complementary layer of satellite navigation in low Earth
orbit.
39 fie[ &1 3827 fAw gedt s & 3ung Afanterd &Y Th YRe URd T U18I0T BT 2|

Celeste is intended to support Europe’s existing Galileo navigation system.
Celeste T 3227 JRT &l His[ar Galileo navigation system T THefq &AT 21

Galileo is Europe’'s global navigation satellite system, comparable to the American
GPS.

Galileo IRU &t global navigation satellite system g, 5 3Mf¥1 & GPS WUTET & AT
gl

The Celeste satellites are operating in Low Earth Orbit (LEO).
Celeste 39Ug Low Earth Orbit (LEO) ¥ &rf &3 72 &1

The article states that the Galileo system operates in Medium Earth Orbit (MEO).
@A &b IR Galileo system Medium Earth Orbit (MEO) & &1 &t &1

Because LEO satellites are closer to Earth, they can provide stronger signals, better
accuracy, and improved reliability.

Rilfés LEO 3Uvg qedt & 3ifties fspe 81d &, safeie 3 sifeies st fama, dgar Ygar 3ik
3iferep faeaw-iaar ueH &R Tdba 2

The mission will validate new technologies, signals, and service capabilities.

Ig e 78 awATe), fGat 3k Aar emansit & Ienfad B

The satellites will operate in L-band and S-band frequencies.

A 3UUE L-band 3R S-band amgfaal & &rf w3



System

Galile oGKIPRI A

GPSTerese

GLONASSTESIS

BeiDou[??;;l’

NavICSPeS

Region/Country

Europedf&t

United StatesciR%® T
VRS

Russia® &

China@}.’?

Indiashd¥le

Type

Global Navigation
System3#pCS BHEC ©
s {dde

Global Navigation
System3#pCS BHEC ©
s {dda

Global Navigation
System3#pCS BHEC ©
s{dde

Global Navigation
System3#PCS BHEC ©
s{dde

Regional Navigation
SystemeFedl BHEL S
s{dde



Question Content

Consider the following 1. Celeste satellites are intended to complement Europe’s Galileo navigation system.
statements: 1. Celeste 3UME} &1 3224 3 &1 Galileo navigation system &1 URd IHfF AT &1
fAmfefed weq R faar Hifsg:

2. The Celeste satellites operate in Low Earth Orbit.
2. Celeste 39Ug Low Earth Orbit & &Rf &3a &1

3. Galileo is India’s regional navigation system.
3. Galileo ¥Rd & &1 navigation system &1

Which of the statements given (A) 1and 2 only

above are correct? (A) Faa 13k 2

IRad A A BIH-8 BT et 2?2 (B) 2 and 3 only
(B) Baet 23R 3
(C) 1and 3 only
(C) Fae 13 3
(D)1,2and 3
(D)1,23RR3






fasa | Aspect

Topic in News

Location

Initiative Name

Led By

Supporting Agencies

Aim of Initiative

Core Concept

What is Zero Waste

English

Varkala (Kerala) has been
selected in the global “20 Cities
Towards Zero Waste" initiative.

Varkala is a coastal town in
Thiruvananthapuram district of
Kerala.

“20 Cities Towards Zero Waste"

Initiative.

Led by the UN Secretary-
General's Advisory Board on
Zero Waste.

Supported by UN-Habitat and
UNEP (United Nations
Environment Programme).

To promote zero waste
practices, resource efficiency,
and sustainable urban systems.

Focus on Circular Economy -
reuse, recycle, reduce waste.

Zero waste aims to minimise
landfill waste and maximise
resource utilisation.

f&dt

adb e (BYe) B dfead “20 Cities Towards Zero Waste”
UEA H gAT AT 21

THAT B & fasaaqw f5ia ¥ e vas adta 7R 81

"20 Cities Towards Zero Waste"” Uga |

WY W HErafaa & Zero Waste TATEBR @18 gRI
Harfadl

UN-Habitat 3k UNEP (dgam sz uafazor srfew) gri
aufefdl

e[ 3ruferee wenal, WaTeA garar 3k Wad Ed woret Bt
agrar &

& ARV FHoRR gHIATHT — G JgahT, grdwor ik
Jraferee 7 &l

Zero Waste &1 3208 ttsfihet Bu? &) BH BT 3R dameEY
&1 AfeBan I9A BT &1



Key Objectives

Global Importance

Significance for India

SDG Linkage

Role of UNEP

UNEP Facts

Encourage innovation,
knowledge sharing, and best
practices in urban waste
management.

Recognises cities working
towards sustainable
development and environmental
protection.

Highlights India’s commitment to
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Directly linked to SDG 11
(Sustainable Cities) and SDG 12
(Responsible Consumption).

UNEP coordinates global
environmental actions and
supports treaties like CBD,
CITES, Minamata.

Established in 1972;
Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.

2rgdt araferse yeied & qaraR, F9 IS BRAT 3R Jafad
W13 Y I TdT SATI

Tdd faera 31k gafazor d@&or 6 fEen & Brf B ara 2
B HIRIAT 3T 2|

MRd &I Tdd fasra deaY (SDGs) & wfa ufdagdr &t gerfar
21

el SDG 11 (Tad 2R) 3R SDG 12 (FragR 3wihT) & 1
21

UNEP afede yafaruita Srif o1 aH=ra &d1 2 31k CBD,
CITES, Minamata 31 gwgildl &1 awefq &zar 21

RITYAT 1972 ®; gEaTed Ridt, B ||
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faw=r | Aspect

Topic in News

Full Form of CMS

Nature of Treaty

Under Which UN Body

Signed / Adopted

COP15 Venue and Time

Main Aim

Why It Matters

English

CMS COP15 added 40 migratory species [ populations to the
protected lists under the Convention on Migratory Species.

Servigos e Inform... +2

CMS stands for the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals. It is also called the Bonn Convention.

CMS +2

CMS is a global intergovernmental environmental treaty for the
conservation of migratory animals and their habitats across
borders. cwMs +2

CMS functions under the aegis of UNEP (United Nations
Environment Programme). cwms +2

The Convention was signed in Bonn, Germany, in 1979. It entered

into force in 1983. Shankar IAS Parli.. +2

CMS COP15 was held in Campo Grande, Brazil, from 23 to 29
March 2026. UNEP - UN Envir... +

Its main aim is to conserve migratory species throughout their
range through international cooperation. cms +1

Migratory species cross many countries, so one country alone
cannot protect them effectively. 11SD Earth Negoti... +1

f&dt
CMS COP15 # 40 yarit ysiifaat / smaifgal @t Convention on Migratory
SpeCies ﬁm@aq@mﬁsﬂmm| Servigos e Inform... +2

CMS &1 RT 1 Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species
of Wild Animals 21 3 919 B2 Wl BETSTAT 1 cvs +2

CMS To dfedd 3idR-TRPRI yafaRuity dfel 2, fSiaer 3227 Hinmsi & ur
Hart sitaf 3R 37 AT BT TGO BIATE] oS 2

CMS, UNEP (Sgdd sz UATaRvT BRIHH) & et Brf drar 81 ovs +2

g B2 1979 A 914, STH1 & g&a18iRd g3 & Ig 1983 A yrdt g3l

Shankar IAS Parli... +2

CMS COP15, 23 & 29 Href 2026 d&% Campo Grande, Brazil ® 3maifid
§3“| UNEP - UN Envir... +1

AP {34 3520 HARTHT AN & ATed J Yart Usifadl bl 376 GR
maaﬁmﬁamg| CMS +1

A wstifaar g 2off ol THE UR Bl €, 3Afee had T 220 3P
T80T & AT AT g 81Tl 15D Earth Negoti... +



Type of Instruments

Examples of Species
Mentioned in COP15
Coverage

Significance of Adding 40
Species

Key Threats to Migratory

Species

CMS works through legally binding Agreements as well as non-
binding Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs). UNESCO World H..

Species highlighted in reporting on the new listings include the
cheetah, striped hyena, snowy owl, giant otter, and great
hammerhead shark. Down To Earth +1

The addition shows rising concern over biodiversity loss and the
decline of migratory animals worldwide. The Times +2

Major threats include habitat loss, climate change,
overexploitation, pollution, and barriers to migration.

The Times +2

CMS ®T1 ¥ @ IegdBR Agreements d2ll TR-areasR Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) & ATeIH @ &BTH BIAT 21 UNESCO World H..

% gaiwror & 58t Rulel A =i, striped hyena, snowy owl, giant otter
31k great hammerhead shark 31t wsnfaat &1 3ot gam 21

Down To Earth +1

40 srsTifaait @ sitg dfeaes sta-fafder g ok srareit st 2t firett wream
wmﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂél The Times +2

T el ¥ A g1, Serary aiadH, sicftie g, wgwor 3k yarg amif
A 3raRer oA &1 The Times +2



Word of the day

Coterie:
an exclusive circle of people with a common
purpose

Synonyms:
crowd, network, community

U SAEE: The politician relied on a coterie of
advisers.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/coterie

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kautari/

am
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