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“Don't waste your time with explanations: people only hear
what they want to hear.”

— Paulo Coelho
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SCO heads condemn Pahalgam terrorist attack

Declaration signed and adopted by all members; it called I
for an end to the ‘cross-border movement’ of terrorists

Vi sh P. V
TIANJIN

he 10-member
T Shanghai Coopera-

tion Organisation
on Monday “strongly con-
demned” terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions, including the Pahal-
gam attack and the attacks
on Jaffer Express and
Khuzdar in Pakistan.

The Tianjin Declaration,
signed and adopted by all
members, including India,
Pakistan, and Russia,
called for an end to “cross-
border movement” of ter-
rorists. The declaration
reaffirmed the bloc’s “firm
commitment to fight
against terrorism, separa-
tism, and extremism”, and
stressed the inadmissibility
of attempts to use terrorist,
separatist, and extremist
groups for “mercenary
purposes”.

The member states also
opposed “unilateral coer-
cive measures, including
those of an economic na-
ture”, that contravene the
United Nations charter and
principles of the World
Trade Organization, in a
possible reference to the

U.S. tariffs.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who chaired the
meeting of the heads of the
member states, in his
opening remarks, criti-
cised the “bullying beha-
viour” in the world order
and called upon leaders to
“adhere to fairness and jus-
tice” while opposing * cold
war mentality”,

“The shadows of Cold
War mentality, bullying,
are not dissipating, and
there are new challenges
that are increasing, not di-
minishing,” said Mr. Xi,
who has often used the
term “cold war mentality”
to refer to the uncertain-
ties over the U.S, tariffs.

‘SCO plus’ meeting
The declaration at the sum-
mit, which focused on
strengthening the Global
South amid global uncer-
tainties in trade and a
“fluid and chaotic global
situation”, opened by stat-
ing that the world was un-
dergoing “profound histor-
ical changes that affect all
spheres of political, socio-
economic, and social rela-
tions”.

Mr. Xi, who chaired the

Oppose terrorism:
PM at SCO summit

TIANJIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asked whether “open support”
of terrorism by some countries
was acceptable, as he spoke at
the summit meet of the heads
of state of the SCO on Monday.
Addressing the meeting
chaired by Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Mr. Modi said the 'S’ in
SCO should also stand for
security, and mentioned the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack
that killed 26 civilians, “We
must jointly cppose terrorism
in all its forms and colours,
This is our duty towards
humanity,” he said. » PAGE 5

‘SCO plus’ meeting on
Monday afternoon, pro-
posed a Global Gover-
nance Initiative (GGI), call-
ing on countries to work in
concert for a more just and
equitable global gover-
nance system adhering to
sovereign equality, abiding
by international rule of
law, practicing multilater-
alism, advocating the peo-
ple-centered  approach,

They expressed their opposition to ‘unilateral coercive
measures, including those of an economic nature’

India joined nations in the grouping to condemn the strikes

by Israel and the U.S. against Iran, a member state, in June

Power point: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President
Viadimir Putin in Tianjin on Monday, Ani

and focusing on taking real
actions.

China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, briefing the press
on Monday night, said the
SCO encourages all coun-
tries to utilise UN mechan-
isms and multilateral ideals
and that global governance
should not be attained by
unilateral bullying. He also
said that Pakistan and Ar-
menia had announced de-

velopment of diplomatic
relationship at the summit.

Announcing that the
grouping has decided to
merge the statuses given to
non-member countries —
dialogue partner and ob-
server — to a single partner
status, Mr. Wang said that
Laos has been accepted as
a partner country of the
SCO, taking the total

strength of the grouping to

27 with 10 members and 17
partners.

Secretary-General of the
SCO, Nurlan Yermekbayev,
said at the briefing that an
agreement was made at
the summit to establish an
SCO development bank, a
long-term ambition of
Beijing.

Taking note of Israel’s
ongoing war on Gaza and
the catastrophic humani-

Modi touts peace
as he meets Putin

TIANJIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Monday and stressed
the need for a ceasefire in
Ukraine, Russian state media
reported that the leaders
spoke for almost an hour in the
vehicle before sitting down for
the meeting. “Had an excellent
meeting with President Putin...
Discussed ways to deepen
bilateral cooperation in all
sectors,” he said in a social
media post, adding that the
leaders "exchanged views on
regional and global
developments”. » PAGE 5

tarian situation engulfing
the Gaza Strip, all the
member states expressed
“deep concern” and
strongly condemned “ac-
tions that have led to
numerous casualties
among the civilian popula-
tion" in the enclave.India
also joined the fellow
members of the grouping
to strongly condemn the
strikes by Israel and the

U.S. against Iran, a mem-
ber state, in June that tar-
geted Tehran's nuclear
facilities,

The declaration also
took note of the political
situation in Afghanistan.
The members reiterated
that the formation of an
“inclusive  government
with broad participation of
representatives of all eth-
no-political groups” of the
society is the only way to
achieve lasting peace and
stability in Afghanistan. All
the member states, except
India, also reaffirmed their
support for China's Belt
and Road Initiative.

M. Xi, in his opening re-
marks, pledged to provide
¥2 billion in grants to mem-
ber countries within this
year, and an additional ¥10
billion in loan to member
banks of the SCO Interbank
Consortium over the next
three years. He also said
that the group should set
up an “SCO development
bank"” as soon as possible.

(The writer is in China at
an invitation from the Chi-

na Public  Diplomacy
Association.)

(With inputs from Suha-
sini Haider)



1. Condemnation of Terrorism

 The 10-member Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) strongly condemned terrorism in all
forms, including the Pahalgam terror attack (April 22, killed 6 civilians).
e Declaration called for an end to the “cross-border movement of terrorists”, targeting separatist and

extremist groups.

2. Tianjin Declaration

e Adopted unanimously by SCO members (India, China, Russia, Pakistan, etc.).
» Reaffirmed bloc's commitment to:
» Fight terrorism, separatism, extremism.
* Reject "mercenary purposes” of terror financing.
 Opposed "unilateral coercive measures” - implicit reference to U.S. tariffs on China and Russia.
e Supported inclusive government formation in Afghanistan with participation from all ethnic/political

groups.



3. China's Position (Xi Jinping)
« Xi criticized "bullying behaviour” in world order - reference to U.S. sanctions/tariffs.
« Called for fairness and justice in global governance.
* Pledged ¥2 billion in grants to SCO members + ¥10 billion SCO Development Bank fund.
» Reaffirmed support for China’'s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (India did not endorse).

4. India's Position (PM Modi)

 Modi emphasized “S" in SCO = Security, called for united stand against terrorism.

« Mentioned Pahalgam attack specifically as an example of cross-border terror.

» Highlighted need for joint global cooperation against terrorism in all forms.

» Stressed bilateral peace with Putin = discussed Ukraine ceasefire and deepening cooperation in

energy, trade, defence.



5. Geopolitical Dimensions

U.S. Tariffs & Cold War mentality - China, Russia
framed U.S. actions as unilateral bullying.

SCO’s position on Gaza war: condemned strikes by
Israel & U.S. on Iran (a member state).

Expansion of SCO: Pakistan & Armenia elevated
diplomatic roles; Laos admitted as a new partner.




e SCO Formation: Established in 2001 (Shanghai), aimed at security, regional stability,
economic cooperation.

* Members: India, China, Russia, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
lran.

* Observer/Dialogue Partners: Belarus, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Turkey, etc.
* Relevance for India:
* Provides platform to raise terrorism issue (esp. vis-a-vis Pakistan).

* Balancing act: India aligns with Russia, Central Asia while managing friction with
China & Pakistan.

* India has not endorsed BRI, citing sovereignty concerns (CPEC through PoK).



Expansion of SCO

Laos admitted as new partner, expanding SCO’s global reach.

SCO encourages UN mechanisms for global governance instead of unilateral measures.
6. Gaza Crisis and U.S.-Iran Tensions

SCO condemned Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iran (a member-state).

Called for inclusive government in Afghanistan.

Xi pledged ¥2 billion in grants and ¥10 billion loan fund to SCO members.



Earthquake kills over 800 and injures at least
2,800 in Afghanistan; rescue efforts under way

NURGAL

A strong earthquake and
multiple aftershocks col-
lapsed homes onto sleep-
ing families in a remote,
mountainous region in Af-
ghanistan on Monday, kill-
ing more than 800 people
and injuring at least 2,800.

A massive rescue opera-
tion is underway, accord-
ing to the Taliban authori-
ties. The 6.0-magnitude
earthquake struck just be-
fore midnight, rattling
buildings from Kabul to
neighbouring  Pakistan’s
capital, Islamabad. The ep-
icentre was about 27 km off
Jalalabad, the US. Geologi-
cal Survey said.

Destruction swept
across at least five provine-
es and rescuers were still
pulling people from des-
troyed homes and evacuat-
Ing the injured by helicop-
ter as evening approached,

“The search operation is
still going on. Many people
are stuck under the rubble
of their roofs,” the disaster
management head in east-
ern Kunar province, Ehsa-
nullah Ehsan, told AFP,
warning the death toll
could rise.

Around 800 people
were killed and 2,500 in-
jured in Kunar alone, near
the epicentre, Taliban go-
vernment spokesman Za-
bihullah Mujahid said.

Another 12 people were
killed and 255 injured in
neighbouring Nangarhar
province, while 58 people
were Injured In Laghman

ce,

In Wadir village in Ku-
nar's Nurgal district, do-
zens of residents of the sur-

B Y

rounding area helped
rescuers to pull people
from the rubble of flat-
tened homes, sometimes
with their bare hands. Ma-
ny injured were transport-
ed to hospitals in Jalalabad

city in Nangarhar
province,
‘Fear and tension’

Relatively shallow quakes
can cause more damage,
espedially since the majori-
ty of Aighans live in low-
rise, mud-brick homes vul-
nerable to collapse.

Some of the most se-
verely impacted villages in
Kunar “remain Inaccessi-
ble due to road blockages”,
the UN migration agency

A )

warned in a statement to
AFP,

Roads remained
blocked nearly 20 hours af-
ter the earthquake, despite
resident efforts to clear the
way.

“There is a lot of fear
and tension... Children
and women were scream-
ing. We had never expe-
rienced anything like this
in our lives,” a member of
the agricultural depart-
ment In Nurgal ljaz Ulhaq
Yaad said.

He added that many liv-
ing in quake-hit villages
were among the more than
four million Afghans who
have returned to the coun-
try from Iran and Pakistan

(

in recent years. “They
wanted to build their
homes here.”

Nangarhar and Kunar
provinces border Pakistan,
with the Torkham crossing
the site of many waves of
Afghan returnees deported
or forced to leave, often
with no work and nowhere
to go.

Pope expresses grief
UN chief Antonio Guterres
added his condolences 10
those shared by the Tali-
ban government and sever-
al nations. “1 stand in full
solidarity with the people
of Afghanistan after the de-
vastating earthquake that
hit the country earlier to-
R |

day," he said.

In a post shared by the
Vatican, Pope Leo XIV said
he was “deeply saddened
by the significant loss of life
caused by the earthquake
in the area of eastern
Afghanistan®.

Afghanistan is frequent-
ly hit by earthquakes, es-
pecially in the Hindu Kush
mountain range, near the
junction of the Eurasia and

Since 1900, there have
been 12 earthquakes with
magnitudes greater than
seven In northeast Afghan-
istan, according to Brian
Baptie, a seismologist at
the British Geological
Survey.

4 N




EARTHQUAKE

Deadly earthquakes in Afghanistan

Afghanistan sits in one of the most seismically active zones on Earth, with the
Hindu Kush a hotspot due to powerful surface faults and deep plate movements.
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A magnitude 6 earthquake
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AFGHANISTAN

Powerful earthquake kills hundreds

At least 1,000 killed and more than 1,500 injured after a huge earthquake hits
southeastern Afghanistan.

p The magnitude

5.9

earthquake
struck about
44km (27 miles)
from the city of
Khost, near the
Pakistan border,
at a depth of
51km (31 miles)

p At least

1,000

people killed

More than

1,500

people injured

9







1. Event Overview

* A 6.0 magnitude earthquake struck eastern Afghanistan (near Jalalabad, ~27 km away).
e Time: Shortly before midnight.
o Casualties:
« 800+ dead
e 2,800+ injured
e Widespread destruction across at least five provinces.

e Epicentre tremors also felt in Pakistan (Islamabad, Kunar, Nangarhar, Laghman).

2. Humanitarian Impact

e Thousands trapped under rubble; rescue teams engaged in pulling survivors.
e Hospitals in Jalalabad and nearby provinces overwhelmed.
» Families in remote villages severely impacted.

e Fear & Tension: Frequent aftershocks made survivors reluctant to return home.



3. Response Measures

» Taliban administration coordinating rescue with local defence and volunteers.
» Helicopters & local villagers assisting in evacuation and rubble clearance.
* International solidarity:

e UN Chief Antonio Guterres: Called for global support.

e Pope Francis: Condoled and expressed deep sadness.

e Vatican, NGOs, and neighbours expected to contribute aid.

4. Geographical Context

» Afghanistan lies in the Hindu Kush mountain range, near the Eurasian & Indian tectonic plates
junction.

* Prone to frequent, devastating earthquakes.

* Since 1900: 12 quakes of magnitude >7 recorded in Afghanistan.



2015 Earthquake: 7.5 magnitude killed >380 across Afghanistan & Pakistan.

2002 Earthquake: 1,000+ dead in northern Afghanistan.

Afghanistan has weak infrastructure & high rural poverty, making quake impact severe.
6. Strategic Concerns

Earthquake adds pressure on already strained Afghan economy under Taliban.

Large number of refugees returning from Pakistan now face added vulnerabilities.

* Possibility of international aid diplomacy — countries may leverage relief for political ties
with Taliban.



@
& i

* Disaster Management Act, 2005 (India) — parallels in institutional framework for quick
response.

« Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) — UN initiative for reducing
disaster risk.

* India’s role: As a neighbour, India may provide humanitarian assistance through initiatives
like Operation Dost (as in Turkey-Syria 2023 earthquake).

* Earthguake-prone regions: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, and India’s Himalayan belt.
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2 more die of ‘brain-eating
amoeba’ infection in Kerala

The toll due to amoebic meningoencephalitis in the State this year has risen to three; so far,

42 cases have been reported; the infection mainly spreads through contaminated water

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

wo more people
I I llost their lives to
amoebic menin-

goencephalitis at the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital (MCH) in Kozhi-
kode district of Kerala on
Sunday.

The deceased included
a three-month-old infant,
who had been undergoing
treatment at the hospital
for nearly a month. The in-
fant, who died is suspected
to have contracted the dis-
ease from the well water
used at home.

The other deceased is
Ramla, 52, from Kanna-
mangalam in Malappuram
district. She started treat-
ment on July 8. She was

Risky dip: The pond in Kozhlkode where the nine-year-old g|r1 who
died by the infection is said to have taken bath. K. RAGESH

shifted to the Intensive
Care Unit at the MCH. Her
condition further wor-
sened on August 26 and
she died on Sunday.

The death toll due to
amoebic  meningoence-
phalitis in Kerala this year

has now risen to three. A
nine-year-old girl had died
due to the illness on Au-
gust 14 at the MCH. Of the
13 still under treatment,
eight are at MCH. So far, 42
cases have been reported.
The ‘brain-eating amoe-

ba, enters the human body
through the nose from con-
taminated water, while
bathing or swimming. The
common symptoms of the
infection are fever, hea-
dache, nausea and vomit-
ing, experienced within
five to 10 days of contract-
ing it.

There are two variants
of the infection, primary
amoebic  meningoence-
phalitis (PAM) and granulo-
matous amoebic encephal-
itis (GAE), the latter being
the one reported in Kerala
now. The mortality rate is
normally 95%.

The Health Department
has launched a State-wide
drive to ensure the cleanli-
ness of waterbodies
through chlorination as a
precautionary measure.
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e Cause: Amoebic meningoencephalitis caused by Naegleria fowleri (commonly called brain-
eating amoeba).

* Transmission: Enters the body through the nose from contaminated water while swimming
or bathing.

* Mortality rate: ~95% globally.
Recent Outbreak in Kerala (2025)
Deaths reported:

* A 3-month-old infant (likely contracted from well water at home).
 Ramla (52) from Malappuram district (treated since July 8, died August 26).
* 9-year-old girl (earlier death on August 14).

Current toll: 3 deaths this year.

Cases reported: 42 cases so far, 31 under treatment.



Symptoms

Appear within 5-10 days of infection.

Fever, headache, nausea, vomiting.

Progresses rapidly = meningitis, brain swelling, death.

Variants of Infection

Primary Amoebic Meningoencephalitis (PAM) — usually more common.
Granulomatous Amoebic Encephalitis (GAE) — the strain now reported in Kerala.



Government Response

*State-wide water sanitation drive: Chlorination of ponds,
wells, and other waterbodies.

*Public health advisories on avoiding swimming/bathing in
unsafe water.

*Patients shifted to intensive care units in critical cases.
Historical/Global Context

*Kerala past cases: Sporadic, but rising in recent years.
*India overall: Rare but emerging due to poor water sanitation.
*Global data: Documented in the U.S., Pakistan, and several
tropical countries.

*Mortality rate remains extremely high despite medical
advances.
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New Bairabi-Sairang rail line set to
iImprove connectivity in Mizoram

Anil Kumar Sas
AIZAWL

Mizoram will soon be con-
nected to the national rail-
way network when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in-
augurates the 51.38-km Bai-
rabi-Sairang broad-gauge
line, constructed at an esti-
mated 5,021 crore, in the
second week of
September.

The new line terminat-
ing at Sairang will connect
Aizawl, the State capital
about 20 km away, with
the rest of the country. The
line links Silchar in Assam
via Bhodahpur Junction,
integrating the network
with Assam, Tripura, and
Arunachal Pradesh.

Indian Railways has big
plans to connect the other
northeastern States of Na-
galand, Manipur, Megha-
laya, and Sikkim with the

The line ending at Sairang, about 20 km from Aizawl, connects the

State capital with other northeastern States. ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

national network by 2030,
a senior Northeast Frontier
Railway official said.

The official told visiting
presspersons on Sunday
that the project fulfilled the
cherished dream of Mizo-
ram residents for railway
connectivity to the State
capital.

While access by road
took long hours of travel,

flying was expensive. Tra-
vel by train would provide
an affordable options to all
categories of people, be-
sides boosting economic
activities in the region with
a special focus on tourism,
the official said.

The new line has 48 tun-
nels with a total length of
12.85 km, the longest being
about 1.37 km; 55 major

bridges with the longest
being about 1.3 km and the
tallest, Krung Bridge at Sai-
rang, being 114 m from the
base; 87 minor bridges;
five road overbridges; and
six road underbridges.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi virtually laid the
foundation stone for the
project on November 29,
2014. He virtually flagged
off the first passenger train
between Bairabi and Sil-
char on May 27, 2016.

The official said almost
all essential items to Mizo-
ram were brought from Sil-
char in Assam, a journey of
about 10 hours by road.
With the new line, the tra-
vel time gets reduced to
about three hours.

(The reporter is on a
field visit organised by the
Indian Railways to get a
first-hand experience of the
Bairabi-Sairang-Line.)
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* Project Inauguration: PM Narendra Modi to inaugurate the 51.38 km broad-gauge rail
line in September.

* Cost: X5,021 crore.

e Connectivity: Connects Silchar (Assam) - Bhodaphur Junction - Sairang (20 km from
Aizawl).

* Integration: Links Mizoram with the national railway grid and Northeastern states
(Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim).



* Infrastructure Details
* Tunnels: 48 tunnels, total length 12.85 km (longest 1.37 km).

e Bridges: 55 major bridges (longest 1.3 km, tallest Krung Bridge at 114 m); 87 minor
bridges; 5 road overbridges; 6 underbridges.

* Foundation: Laid in November 2014.
* First Passenger Train: Between Bairabi & Silchar, May 27, 2016.



» Socio-Economic Impact

1. Economic Benefits
» Reduces Silchar—-Mizoram travel time from 10 hours (by road) = 3 hours (by rail).
e Boosts trade, agriculture, and tourism in Mizoram.
» Affordable transport = Encourages business activity.
2. Strategic Significance
» Enhances connectivity in the Northeast border state.
 Reduces dependence on roads (long travel, landslide risks).
e Strengthens India’s Act East Policy by improving access to Southeast Asia.
3. Local Benefits
» Fulfills Mizoram's long-cherished demand for railway access to Aizawl.

» Facilitates easy transport of essential commodities.



01

Railways in Northeast:

India aims to connect all
Northeastern state
capitals to the national
rail grid by 2030.

02

Historical Background:
The Northeast Frontier
Railway has been working
on expanding lines since
colonial times but
progress was slow due to
terrain and insurgency.

03

Strategic Context:
Strengthens border
infrastructure amid
China’s increasing activity
near Mizoram &
Arunachal borders.




Larger Bench to rule if minority-run
schools are exempted from RTE Act

» ! o

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday referred to a larger
Bench the question of
whether minority educa-
tional institutions are en-
tirely exempt from the pur-
view of the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.

A two-judge Bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and
Manmohan made the refe-
rence in a judgment based
on a batch of civil appeals
questioning school educa-
tion departments’ insis-
tence on faculty clearing
the Teachers Eligibility Test
(TET) in minority
institutions.

The reference stems
from apprehensions over a
Constitution Bench verdict
of 2014 in Pramati Educa-
tional and Cultural Trust
case. In the case, a five-

-y

4

judge Bench was testing
the constitutionality of Sec-
tion 12(1)(c) of the Right to
Education Act. The provi-
sion mandates educational
institutions to provide 25%
reservation for children
from disadvantaged groups
and weaker sections at the
entry level in order to fos-
ter social inclusion in ele-
mentary education.
However, the 2014 judg-
ment concluded that Sec-
tion 12(1)(c) violated the mi-

Minority status seems to
have become a vehicle
for circumventing the
mandate of the RTE Act
and tool to achieve
autonomous status

DIPANKAR DATTA
SUPREME COURT JUDGE

nority character of these
institutions and impacted
their institutional autono-
my. The Constitution
Bench went on to take mi-
nority institutions entirely
out of the ambit of the RTE
law. Justice Datta, writing
for the Bench, observed
that the Pramati Educa-
tional and Cultural Trust
judgment has “unknowing-
ly jeopardised the very
foundation of universal ele-
mentary education”.

“Exemption of minority
institutions from the RTE
Act leads to fragmentation
of the common schooling
vision and weakening of
the idea of inclusivity and
universality envisioned by
Article 21A. We are afraid,
instead of uniting children
across caste, class, creed,
and community, it reinforc-
es ‘divides’ and ‘dilutes’ the
transformative potential of
shared learning spaces,”
Justice Datta pointed out.

The judge wrote that the
2014 judgment has led to
misuse. “Minority status
seems to have become a
vehicle for circumventing
the mandate of the RTE
Act. In our humble opi-
nion, it has opened up a sit-
uation whereby multiple
institutions have sought to
acquire minority status to
become autonomous,” Jus-
tice Datta observed.



 Case Reference: SC referred the issue to a larger Bench on whether minority educational institutions
are exempt from the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009.
» Triggered by civil appeals questioning school education departments’ insistence on faculty clearing

Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) in minority institutions.

2. Constitutional Context

» Article 21A: Ensures free and compulsory education for children aged 6-14.
e Section 12(1)(c), RTE Act, 2009: Mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged children in all
schools at the entry level.
» 2014 Constitution Bench Verdict (Pramati Educational and Cultural Trust Case):
» Ruled that applying Section 12(1)(c) to minority institutions violated their minority rights under
Article 30.

 Emphasized institutional autonomy of minority schools.



3. SC's Observations Now

« Justice Dipankar Datta (writing for the Bench):
« Expressed concern that minority status is being misused.
« Many institutions use minority status as a tool to bypass RTE compliance and become
autonomous.
« Warned this trend could “jeopardise the very foundation of universal elementary education”.

4. Key Concerns Highlighted

» Fragmentation of Education:
« Exempting minority schools from RTE could weaken inclusivity and universality of Article 21A.
» Could reinforce caste, class, creed, and community divides.
» Impact on National Integration:
» Risk of diluting the transformative potential of shared learning spaces.
» Balance of Rights:
» Need to reconcile minority rights under Article 30 with children’s right to education under
Article 21A.



 Judicial Review: The Larger Bench ruling will clarify if all minority-run schools are
entirely exempt or if limited RTE compliance can be mandated.

* Policy Impact: May affect thousands of minority institutions nationwide.

* Educational Equity: The decision could set precedent for how India balances cultural
autonomy vs. social justice in education.



e T.M.A. Pai Foundation vs. State of e Debate between autonomy of
Karnataka (2002) - Recognised minority institutions vs.
minority institutions’ rights but inclusivity in schooling.
subject to reasonable regulations. e Could redefine scope of Article

e Pramati Case (2014) - Minority 30 in light of Right to Education
institutions exempted from RTE as a Fundamental Right.

obligations.
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Governors can’t sit on Bills endlessly: SC judges

I Judges say that Governors could neither delay the
legislature’s wisdom nor impede the Constitution

d. 0
NEW DELHI

hree of the five
T judges on the Presi-
dential Reference

Bench on Tuesday orally
observed along with the
States of Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal that Gover-
nors cannot sit endlessly
over Bills placed before
them for assent.

Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, Justices Vikram
Nath and P.S. Narasimha
separately remarked that
Governors could neither
delay the wisdom of the le-
gislature indefinitely nor
impede the functioning of
the Constitution. “No or-
gan can impair the func-
tioning of the Constitu-
tion,” Justice Narasimha
said.

Tamil Nadu, represent-
ed by senior advocates

A.M. Singhvi and P. Wil-
son, said Governors “can-
not assume to be royalty in
a Republic” while senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, for
West Bengal, submitted
that high offices under the
Constitution must work
collaboratively and not
combatively with each
other.

“When the Constitution
is clear that a Governor
should act with immedia-
cy, why should he hold
back Bills? There is a sense
of urgency associated with
the Governor’s assent. Le-
gislation is a sovereign act.
It cannot wait,” Mr. Sibal
emphasised. Mr. Singhvi
said that Bills are meant to
realise the felt necessity of
the times.

Mr. Sibal argued that
“absurdity” would follow if
the court agreed with the
Centre’s argument that Go-

Governor
cannot sit
over the wisdom of
the legislature
indefinitely

JUSTICE VIKRAM NATH
Supreme Court judge

vernors had absolute pow-
er to withhold State Bills
under Article 200 (Gover-
nors’ power to assent to
Bills).

Countering the Centre,
he said States cannot go in
search of political solu-
tions to coax Governors'
assent. Gubernatorial de-
lay thwarts the constitu-
tional scheme, he said.

NO organ c¢an
impair the
functioning of the
Constitution

JUSTICE

P.S. NARASIMHA
Supreme Court judge

“This Constitution has its
genesis in history, but its
alignment is with the fu-
ture... And who decides
the future of this country?
You five in this case. The
future of India is at stake if
you give such absurd pow-
ers to the Governor,” Mr.
Sibal submitted.

The Bench is hearing a
Presidential Reference of

Governors ‘cannot assume to be royalty in a
Republic’, say senior advocates representing T.N.

Arlekar moves SC
against CM’s role
in selecting V-Cs

NEW DELHI

Kerala Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on Tuesday
urged the Supreme Court to
exclude the State Chief Minister
from the process to select the
Vice-Chancellors for two
State-run universities. » PAGE 3

May questioning time li-
mits placed on the Gover-
nors and the President to
deal with State Bills.

The Reference followed
an April 8 judgment pro-
nounced by a two-judge
Bench of the apex court in
the case of the Tamil Nadu
Governor, who had de-
layed assent to 10 State
Bills since 2020. The Divi-

sion Bench had imposed a
three-month deadline for
the President and Gover-
nors to decide the fate of
the Bills. If the Bills were
left pending beyond three
months, they would be
“deemed” to have received
assent and become laws.

Time limits

The Bench, however, ex-
pressed doubts about the
court imposing “general”
time limits on the Presi-
dent and Governors and
granting “deemed assent”
to Bills. “What happens if
the time limit of three
months set by the Supreme
Court [in the TN Governor
judgment] is not followed
by the President or Gover-
nors,” Justice Nath asked.
He queried why it was
“deemed assent” alone.
“Why cannot the other op-
tions — withholding assent

Sibal argues that States cannot go in search of
political solutions to coax Governors’ assent

or reference to the Presi-
dent — also be “deemed”.

Justice Narasimha said
time limits could be pre-
scribed in individual cases
after considering the pecu-
liar facts and circumstanc-
es of each.

Chief Justice Gavai said a
broad brushstroke of a
“general” timeline applica-
ble to all cases of delay may
amount to overreaching by
the judiciary. “Timelines
help in maintaining disci-
pline and immediacy. This
dispute began with indivi-
dual cases. Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu came with their
own cases. However, the
problem [gubernatorial
delay] has proven to be en-
demic and repetitive,” Mr.
Singhvi said explaining the
reason for the Tamil Nadu
Governor case judgment
fixing a “general” three-
month deadline.



1. Supreme Court’'s Observations

 Judges' stance:
» Governors cannot indefinitely delay assent to Bills passed by state legislatures.
e Chief Justice B.R. Gavai, Justice Vikram Nath, and Justice P.S. Narasimha emphasized that “No
organ can impair the functioning of the Constitution.”

e The Bench highlighted the urgency associated with Governor's assent as a sovereign act.

2. Background Context

» Case arises from Tamil Nadu and West Bengal challenging gubernatorial delays.
» Tamil Nadu Governor had withheld assent to 10 State Bills since 2020, leading to judicial scrutiny.

» The Bench is examining Presidential Reference regarding time limits on assent.



3. Arguments by Senior Advocates

» Kapil Sibal (for West Bengal): Governors must work collaboratively, not combatively, with
legislatures.
e A.M. Singhvi & P. Wilson (for Tamil Nadu): Governors cannot act like “royalty in a Republic.”

e Governors' delays distort constitutional balance and thwart democracy.

4. Governor's Powers Under Article 200

* Governors may:
. Give assent.
Withhold assent.

Reserve for President’s consideration.

w Noo

4. Return Bill (once) for reconsideration.

e But SC judges stressed these powers cannot be misused to paralyze state legislatures.



NN\ V A\ =/ [\

\

' Time Limits Debate
/

Justice Narasimha: Suggested that delays beyond 3 months could
mean “deemed assent.”

Justice Nath: Questioned why “deemed assent” should apply only
to Bills and not to Presidential references too.

Justice Gavai: Warned against a general timeline, as it may
overreach judicial boundaries.




* Historical & Constitutional background aapke liye

©

 Article 200: Provides the Governor with options on
Bills but does not specify a time frame.

* S.R. Bommai Case (1994): Limited arbitrary use of
Governor’s powers under Article 356.

* Constituent Assembly Debates: Ambiguity left in
Governor’s powers to ensure Centre—State balance.

« @ chlo thoda Comparative study bi kr lete hai ©

e UK System: Royal assent is a formality; refusal is
unheard of.

* Indian Context: Unlike the UK, Governors have
discretion but must act within constitutional spirit.



India sets eyes on $1-tn semiconductor
market; PM promises faster approvals

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

India will soon hold a sig-
nificant share in the global
semiconductor  market,
which is set to reach $1 tril-
lion in size, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday, adding that the
government is working to
ensure faster approvals to
reduce the time it takes to
start manufacturing semi-
conductors in India.

He added that work is
“underway” on the next
phase of the India Semi-
conductor Mission.

Speaking at the 2025
edition of Semicon India,
the annual semiconductor
conference, the Prime Mi-
nister noted that India has
achieved a GDP growth
rate of 7.8% even as the rest
of the world is mired in
“self-interest™, adding that
this growth has come from
across sectors.

“In 2025, we gave clea-

Focus area: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the

gathering at the Semicon India 2025 in New Delhi. pTi

rance to five more projects
to bring the cumulative
count to 10 projects,” Mr.
Modi said. “These projects
have drawn a combined in-
vestment of $18 billion or
1.5 lakh crore. This is re-
flective of the world’s con-
fidence in India.”

‘Key economic drivers’

Semiconductor chips are
the “digital diamonds” and
the most important eco-

nomic drivers of the 2ist
century, the Prime Minis-
ter said, in much the same
way as crude oil drove
growth in the previous
century.

“The shorter the time
from file to factory, and the
lesser the paperwork, the
sooner wafer work can be-
gin,” Mr. Modi said, ex-
plaining the government’s
approach. In this regard,
the national single window

system enables access to
all approvals from both the
Centre and States on a sin-
gle platform, he said.

It is time for “execution
with precision” and deliv-
ery on scale, the Prime Mi-
nister said. He emphasised
that the government’s poli-
cies were not directed at
“short-term signals but
long-term commitments”,
assuring the semiconduc-
tor ecosystem in India of
his full support.

“The days are not far
when the world will take
note of [chips] designed in
India, made in India, and
trusted by the world,” he
said.

Speaking amidst global
trade uncertainties trig-
gered by new U.S. tariffs,
Mr. Modi praised India’s
growth in challenging
times. “There is concern in
economies around the
world, there are challenges
created by economic self-
interest,” Mr. Modi said




Target Market Size: Global semiconductor market expected to reach $1 trillion; India aims for a
significant share.

PM’'s Announcement: Narendra Modi at Semicon India 2025 stressed on faster approvals for
projects.

India Semiconductor Mission: Work underway on next phase; 10 projects cleared so far.

Investment & Economic Confidence

» Projects Approved: 10 projects, with a combined investment of $18 billion (1.5 lakh crore).
* Global Confidence: Investments reflect trust in India’s semiconductor potential.
» Economic Growth: India’'s GDP growth at 7.8%, despite global slowdown.




Strategic Importance of Semiconductors

o Called "digital diamonds"” - drivers of 21st-century economy.
 Compared to crude oil of the past century in terms of importance.

» Critical for electronics, defence, space, telecom, and automotive sectors.

Policy & Governance Measures

» Single-window system for faster clearances from Centre and States.
» Focus on execution with precision, long-term commitments over short-term gains.

 Emphasis on “Made in India, trusted by the world"” chips.



* Semiconductor Mission launched in 2021 with X76,000 crore incentive package.
* PLI scheme (Production-Linked Incentive) supports electronics manufacturing.

* Global Precedent: Taiwan dominates chip manufacturing (TSMC >50% global share);
U.S. announced CHIPS Act 2022 with $52 billion subsidies.

* Challenges Ahead

 High capital intensity — fabrication plants require $10-15 billion per unit.
 Skilled workforce shortage — India needs semiconductor engineers at scale.
* Geopolitical risks — supply chain disruptions due to China-Taiwan tensions.
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Banking industry plays a key role in
India’s growth story, says President
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Singapore PM Wong
begins India visit for
partnership talks

Lawrence Wong will meet Modi, Jaishankar, Pradhan; External Affairs

Ministry says the visit is a chance to review ties between the two sides

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

ontinuing the cele-

bratory activities to

mark the 60th anni-
versary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic rela-
tions between India and
Singapore, Lawrence
Wong, Prime Minister of
the city-state, arrived here
on Tuesday.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry said the visit would
provide an opportunity to
review the “robust” rela-
tion between India and
Singapore.

During the three-day vi-
sit, Mr. Wong will hold
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and the
two leaders will inaugurate
Phase 2 of PSA Mumbai
(Bharat Mumbai Container
Terminal).

Mr. Modi visited Singa-
pore in September 2024,
when the two sides agreed
to upgrade the partnership
to the level of Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership.

The visit by Mr. Wong
will be observed keenly as
it is one of the major in-
coming visits by a head of
government after U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump im-
posed 50% tariffs on India.

A

Singapore PM Lawrence Wong being welcomed by MeS for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary upon his arrival in New Delhi. X/@MEAIndia

Mr. Wong will hold a
closed-door meeting with
Indian business leaders.
He will also meet External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar and Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. The
celebratory events to mark
the important diplomatic
calendar started in January
with the State visit by Presi-
dent Tharman
Shanmugaratnam.

Mr. Wong is being ac-
companied by Foreign Mi-
nister Vivian Balakrishnan,
Acting Minister for Tran-
sport and Senior Minister
of State for Finance Jeffrey
Siow, and Minister of State
in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Ministry of
Trade and Industry Gan

Siow Huang,.

The visit by Mr. Wong
comes weeks after the two
sides held the third India-
Singapore Ministerial
Roundtable (ISMR) here on
August 13. The ISMR,
which saw participation by
multiple Ministers from
both sides, firmed up the
agenda of the visit of the
Prime Minister of Singa-

re.

The ISMR was struc-
tured along six pillars - ad-
vanced  manufacturing,
connectivity, digitisation,
healthcare and medicine,
skill development and sus-
tainability — that gave a
hint of the programme that
Mr. Wong would follow
during his visit.



» Visit marks the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between India and Singapore.
» Opportunity to review the “robust” bilateral relationship.
« Comes soon after the India-Singapore Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR) held on August 13, 2025.

2. High-Level Engagements

* Meetings Scheduled:

» PM Narendra Modi

« EAMS. Jaishankar

» Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

» Indian business leaders (closed-door meeting).
« Event Inauguration:

» Phase 2 of PSA Mumbai (Bharat Mumbai Container Terminal) with PM Modi.
« Delegation Accompanying PM Wong:

» Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan

» Acting Transport Minister

» Senior Minister of State for Finance Jeffrey Siow

» Minister of State in MFA and Trade & Industry Gan Siow Huang.



* Singapore as an Economic Partner:
* One of the largest sources of FDI inflows into India.
* Hub for Indian startups seeking Southeast Asia access.

* Singapore GIC, Temasek, and private players invest in Indian infrastructure, digital economy,
and fintech.

* Comprehensive Strategic Partnership:
* Elevated during PM Modi’s 2015 visit.

* Includes defence cooperation, financial technology, smart cities, skill development, and
connectivity.



ISMR Agenda (Six Pillars)

Advanced manufacturing

Connectivity

Digitisation

Healthcare and medicine

Skill development

Sustainability

(Reflects future directions of India-Singapore cooperation)



Historical Relations:
» Diplomatic ties established in 1965 after Singapore's independence.
e Singapore played a major role in ASEAN's outreach to India in the 1990s.
Defence & Security:
» Defence Cooperation Agreement (2003) and Bilateral Agreement for Navy Cooperation
(2017).
» Regular joint exercises: SIMBEX (naval), Bold Kurukshetra (army).
Economic Ties:
» Singapore accounts for ~25% of India’s cumulative FDI inflows (2000-2024).
* Major investments in IT parks, ports, startups, fintech, and renewable energy.
e Both nations signed the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) in 2005.
Connectivity:
e Strong aviation linkages: direct flights from 15+ Indian cities.

» Maritime ties through ports like PSA International (in Mumbai & Chennai).
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PM Modi receives first Made
in India Vikram 32-bit chip

Utilised for space flights, it is an advanced, refurbished version of the indigenously designed

16-bit VIKRAM1601 microprocessor, used in the Avionics system of ISRO's launch vehicles

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Minister for
U Electronics & Infor-

mation Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw present-
ed Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi a memento con-
taining the ‘Made in India’
Vikram 32-bit Processor
Launch Vehicle Grade chip
at the Semicon India 2025
on Tuesday.

The  microprocessor
chips were designed and
developed by the Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre of
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
the Semiconductor Labo-
ratory (SCL), Chandigarh.

Utilised for space flights,
it is an advanced refur-
bished version of the indi-
genously designed 16-bit
VIKRAMI1601 microproces-
sor, which has been used

Moment of pride: Union IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw presenting
the memento to the PM at the Semicon India 2025 on Tuesday. PTi

in the Avionics system of
ISRO’s launch vehicles
since 2009.

Other than the ‘Made in
India’ chip, the memento
also contained 31 more
prototype chips created by
academic institutions in-
cluding T Jammu, T
Roorkee, IIT Dhanbad, NIT

Durgapur, NIT Calicut and
IIT Ropar, among others.
In his address at the an-
nual semiconductor confe-
rence, the Union Minister
overseeing technology ob-
served that in the three-
and-a-half years since the
inauguration of the Indian
Semiconductor  Mission

“the world is looking at In-
dia with confidence”.
Elaborating on India’s
progress in the realm, Mr.
Vaishnaw said construc-
tion of five semi-conductor
units was going on at a ra-
pid pace, with the pilot line
of one unit completed.
Two more units are ex-
pected to start production
“in a few months from
now”, he said. “Overall,
foundation of the founda-
tional industry is laid very
well,” he observed.
Pitching India as a po-
tential manufacturing hub
to the participants from
the semiconductor ecosys-
tem on Tuesday, Mr. Vaish-
naw said, “In these uncer-
tain times, you should
come to India because our
policies are stable, we have
attempted to cover all im-
portant aspects of the ma-
nufacturing sector.”




At Semicon India 2025,
Union IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw presented PM
Modi with the Vikram 32-
bit Processor Launch
Vehicle Grade Chip.

Purpose: Designed for
space flights, used in
Avionics systems of ISRO’s
launch vehicles.

Developed by: Evolution:

It is an advanced
refurbished version of the
16-bit VIKRAM1601

microprocessor.

The VIKRAM1601 has been
in use in ISRO missions
since the 1990s.

Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC), ISRO

Semiconductor Laboratory
(SCL), Chandigarh




* Technological Independence: Marks progress in India’s goal of Atmanirbhar
Bharat in critical tech areas like semiconductors.

* Pilot Line Progress: 5 semiconductor units under construction; one pilot line
completed; 2 more units to start production in the next few months.

e Academic Contribution: The memento also showcased 31 processor chips
designed by IITs and NITs across India (IIT Roorkee, IIT Dhanbad, IIT Ropar, etc.).



VIKRAM1601: First Indian
space-grade microprocessor,
used in launch vehicle avionics.

e U.S. & Taiwan dominate advanced chip manufacturing (TSMC, Intel).
Global Comparison: e China investing heavily under “Made in China 2025”.
e India catching up via ISM (2021 onwards).

Past Efforts: Previous attempts
(e.g., Semiconductor Complex

Ltd., 1980s) were disrupted by
fire and lack of ecosystem.




Over one billion people
living with mental health
conditions globally: WHO

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE.SEPTEMBER 2

ONE INevery 100 deaths globally
is acase of suicide, says new data
released by the World Health
Organisation (WHO}.

According to the findings, an
estimated 727,000 people across
all ages lost their lives to sulcide
in 2021, with one death happen-
ing in over 20 suicide attempts.
The WHO further says that more
than a billion people are living
withmental health conditions.

The new findings were pub-
lished in two reports - "World
Mental Health Today' and ‘Mental
Health Atlas 2024, Over the next
fewwweeks, WHO will also release
country profiles as part of ‘Mental
Health Atlas 2024, the first after
Covid pandemic,

The most common mental
sive disorders, which together ac-
counted for more than two-thirds
of all mental health conditions in
2021 Between 2011 and 2021, the
number of people living with
mental disorders increased faster
than the global population. As a
result, the global age-standard-
ised point prevalence of mental
disorders reached 13.6%, whichis
0.9% higher than a decade ago.

Anxiety disorders typically
emerge earlier than depressive
disorders, which are rare before
10 yearsof age. After the age of 40
years, depressive disorders be-
come more prevalent than anxi-
ety disorders, peaking between
ages 50 and 69 years,

Suicide is the leading cause of
deathamong young people across
all countries and socio-econormic

CAUSE FOR CONCERN
Win2021, 4% of theglobal W Younger adults (20-29
population was estimated  yrs) have seen the largest
to be living with a mental increase (1.8%)in
disorder, asperthereport  prevalence since 2011
W Anxiety and depressive W Males more commaonly
disorders together account  have attention deficit/
for more than two- hyperactivity disorder,
thirds of all mental autism

conditions

W Between 2011
and 2021, the
number of people

congexts. Yet, progress in reducng
sulcide mortality is too low to
meet the UN  Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) of a one-
third reduction insuicide rates by
2030.Given current status, only a
122 reduction will be achieved by
that deadline, according to esti-
mates inthe

Dy Pratima Murthy, Director,
National Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro Sciences, told
The Indian Express that suicides
have multi-factorial triggers.
“There is an interaction of per-
sonal (familial risk), vulnerabie
temperament and environmen-
tal risks such as early exposure to
trauma, stressful emaronment, life
events, isolation, lack of support,
stigma, poor awareness of help,
lack of availability and access to
services, A combinationof factors
increases the nsk,” she sasd,

“There s a need to have psy-

chiatric beds in general hospitals
and tertiary care institutions,
which can be staffed by well-
trained multidisciplinary teams.,
While acute cases can still be
treated at mental health institu-
tions, the maode] of care must shift
from custodial to therapeutic ap-
proaches, Bigger tertiary hospi-
tals can even become academic
training hubs,” said Dr Murthy.
associated with poor living con-
ditions and ill-treatment. This is
because of the secand challenge
- scant funding.

The third challenge is the
scarcity of trained mental health-
care personnel. Dr Bharat
Vatwani, psychiatrist and Ramon
Magsaysay award winner who set
up Shraddha Rehabilitation
Foundation, said the number of
psychiatrists in the interior parts
of the country was abysmal.



1. Suicide as a Major Concern
* 1in every 100 deaths globally is due to suicide.
» In 2021, ~7,27,000 people died by suicide worldwide.
e Suicide occurs in over 20 countries every single day.
2. Prevalence of Mental Disorders
» Over 1 billion people live with mental health conditions globally.
* In 2021, 14% of global population lived with a mental disorder.
 Most common: Anxiety & depressive disorders (two-thirds of total cases).
» Global age-standardised prevalence: 13.6% (higher than 2010).
3. Trends (2011-2021)
» Number of people with mental disorders increased faster than population growth.
* Younger adults (20-29 yrs): largest increase in prevalence (+1.8%).
» Gender divide:
» Males - ADHD, autism, intellectual disabilities.
» Females > anxiety, depression, eating disorders.

» Dementia: 57 million cases reported in 2021.



* Causes & Triggers
* Multi-factorial risks (as per Dr. Pratima Murthy, NIMHANS):
* Familial/genetic vulnerabilities.
* Environmental stress (trauma, violence, disasters, loss of support).
e Social issues: poor awareness, stigma, lack of access to services.
* Health System Challenges
* Low investment in psychiatric infrastructure.
 Scarcity of trained mental health professionals.
» Shortage of psychiatric beds in hospitals.
 Existing hospitals still carry stigma = poor utilisation.



Sl )] e L N SDG Target (2030) Challenges in India
Concerns

e UN aims: one-third e Shortage of
reduction in suicide psychiatrists in rural
rates. areas.

e Current pace - only e Rising youth suicides
12% reduction due to exam stress,
possible. unemployment, family

conflicts.

e Stigma continues
despite awareness
campaigns.



WHO World Mental Health
Atlas (2001 onwards): first
effort to globally quantify
mental health resources.

Lancet Commission on
Global Mental Health

(2018): called mental health
a “human rights imperative.”

India’s National Mental
Health Programme (1982):
among the earliest in
developing countries.

SDG 3.4: targets reducing
premature mortality from
non-communicable diseases,
including mental illness.



Studying in US: How rules could change, and their impact

VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 2

THE UNITED States is preparing to cap the
duration for which holders of student visas
can stay in the country.

On August 28, the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) published a draft
regulation that would abolish the “duration
of status™ (D/S) system, which has for nearly
halfa century allowed F- 1 academic students
and J-1 exchange visitors to remain in the US
for as long as they were enrolled full-time,
and were compliant with visa rules.

The government has now proposed impos-
ing a stay ceiling of four years, beyond which
the student visa hodder will be required to ap-
ply to the DHS for an ‘extension of stay’ (EOS).

There are more than a million interna-
tional students in the US, a third of whom —
maore than 330,000 — are from Incha.

Why does the DHS want to end D/S?
Currently, no expiry date is put on the [-94
records of students who come to the US on F-
1 visas. (Form [-94 is used by Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) to record the arrival

and departure dates of people visiting the US.)

Instead, their stay is marked as “D/S",
which means they can remain for as long as
they are enrolled full-time. Compliance is
overseen primarily by universities through
Designated School Officials (DSOs), and re-
ported to the Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS), the student
tracking system of the DHS.

DHS is arguing that the D/S system needs
tochange. It has pointed to cases of students
staying in the US for decades, moving from
one program toanother, and sometimes en-
rolling in language schools after obtaining
advanced degrees,

In 2023, the suspected overstay rate among,
F-1wisa holders was estimated at 2.69% a sig-
nificant number given the very large number
of F-1and J-1 admissions to the US.

F-1 admissions had risen from about
260,000in 1980-81 to more than 1.6 million
0 2023; J-1 exchange visitor admissions had
grown 250 since the mid-1980s to cross half
amillion in2023.

These numbers “pose a challenge to the
Department’s ability to monitor and oversee™
such visa holders, according to officials, It isar-
gued that assigning fixed end dates will allow

TN . .. |

the government to reassess compliance more
regularly and reduce opportunities for abuse,

What changes have been proposed ?

W Students can stay for up to four years
or until the end date of their program,
whichever is sooner.

W To stay longer — to complete a degree,
pursue Optional Practical Training (OPT), or
enrol for a PhD — they would have to apply

staying in F-1 status, which will effectively
end the practice of doing a “second Master’s”,

W The duration of language study wall be
capped at 24 months,

The change in the system will create a
new layer of unpredictability, Houston-based
immigration attorney Chand Parvatheneni
told The Indian Express. "Until now, as long as
the school was confirming someone was en-
rolled, USCIS did not get involved. Now USCIS

for an EOS with US Citizenship and  could approve or deny.”

Immigration Services (USCIS)

under the DHS, Who will be impacted if
This would involve filling rules change?

Form I-539 (application oex- | EDUCATION Students in short Master’s

tend non-immigrant status), programs may not be directly

paying fees, providing financial evidence, and
submitting their biometrics. DHS may also
call applicants for an interview.

M The grace period after completing stud-
ies would be reduced from 60 days to 30 days.

M Transfers between schools would be
restricted: undergraduate students will have
to complete an academic year before mov-
ing to another school; graduate students will
not be able to change programs mid-course,

B Students will not be allowed to starta
new degree atthe same or lower level while

affected, but anyone in a longer program or
seeking work experience through OPT, will
be impacted.

A two-year Master’s followed by three
years of STEM OPT already exceeds the four-
yearcap, PhD programs, which often take 5-
6 years, would almost certainly require one
Or more extensions.

The elimination of the second Master’s
route closes a popular fallback option for
Indians whomiss out on an H-1B visa(meant
for spedality occupations),

What happens to students who are
already in the US?

Nothing changes immediately,

The State Department and CBP will con-
tinue to admit students under the DJS sys-
tem until a final rule is put in place. The
Student and Exchange Visitor Program
(SEVP) of the US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement {ICE) has informed universities
that this is currentiy only a proposal, and stu-
dents need not take any action at this time.

If and whenthe ruleis finalised, there will
be transition provisions, DHS has indicated,
Current students will be given fixed end
dates based on their existing 1-20s (certifi-
cate of eligibility for F-1 status issued by
SEVP-certified schools), plus a one-time
grace period. They would have to comply
with the new framework thereafter.

When could this proposed rule come
into effect?

Stakeholders have until September 29 to
submit comments on the proposal,
Comments on paperwork and SEVIS changes
are due by October 27.

DHS must then review and respond to
submissions before issuing a final rule. Nithe
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process moves forward, the changed rule
could take effect in early or mid-2026,

What are universities and educators
saying?

Universities and advocacy groups have
sharply criticised the proposal.

The Presidents” Alliance on Higher
Education and Immigration, a body compris-
ing 580 American college and university lead-
ers(presidents and chancellors ), has described
it as "unnecessary”, and wamed it would
worsen USCIS backlogs and deter students at
a time when enrolments are still recovering
from the shock of the pandemic,

Houston-headquartered RNLawGroup
said “only USCIS, not the DSO, can grant legal
approval” through Form 1-539, It stressed that
missing the four-year cap or grace period could
trigger a three- or 10-year re-entry ban.

However, Parvathaneni said that despite
the uncertainty, “the US is still the best coun-
try to get a very good, well-rounded educa-
tion", and students who are already in the US
should focus on compliance.

That said, Parvathaneni acknowledged
that frequent regulatory changes were deter-

ring some students from coming to the US,



Current System (D/S): F-1
academic & J-1 exchange visas
allow students to stay in the
US as long as they are enrolled
full-time and compliant with

visa rules.

/

Proposed Change (Aug 28,
2025 Draft by DHS): Cap
student visa duration to four

years (or till end of program),
replacing the open-ended

"duration of status" system.

y




Why DHS Wants Change

No expiry dates on current student I-94 records - harder to monitor overstays.
Overstay rate among F-1 visa holders in 2023: 2.69% (significant, given large numbers).
F-1 admissions rose from 260,000 (1980-81) to 1.6 million (2023).

J-1 exchange admissions tripled since 1980s.

Proposed cap aims to reduce overstays and increase compliance monitoring.



* Proposed Changes
e Stay limited to 4 years or program end, whichever is earlier.

* To extend stay - must apply for Extension of Stay (EOS) with USCIS (Form [-539, fees,
biometrics, interviews).

* Grace period after studies cut from 60 - 30 days.

* Transfers between schools restricted:
* Undergraduates: must complete 1 academic year before transfer.
* Graduates: no mid-course transfer.

* Ban on second Master’s program while on F-1.

* Language study capped at 24 months.



Students in short Longer programs (PhD,
Impact of Rule Change Master’s: not directly STEM OPT): need
affected. extensions.

Indian students: lose
fallback option of doing
a second Master’s if H-

1B not secured.

More unpredictability:
USCIS could approve or
deny extensions.




India-US Joint Military Exercise \

Yudh Abhyas 2025




The 21st edition of the India—USA

joint military exercise Yudh Abhyas

2025 commenced in Fort
Wainwright, Alaska.

Scheduled from 1st to 14th
September 2025, this exercise
involves troops from the Indian

Army’s Madras Regiment and the
US 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry
Regiment Bobcats of the Arctic

Wolves Brigade Combat Team, 11th

Airborne Division.

y




State Energy Efficiency Index 2024 \




The State Energy Efficiency Index (SEEI) 2024, released by
the Union Ministry of Power, ranks Maharashtra first

among 36 states and Union Territories (UTs) for fiscal year
2023-24.

L 4
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The index evaluates energy efficiency across multiple
sectors and provides insights to accelerate India’s journey
towards net-zero emissions by 2070 and a 45 per cent
reduction in emissions intensity by 2030



SEEI 2024

The SEEI 2024 was developed by the Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and the Alliance
for an Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE). It
covers seven demand sectors — buildings,
industry, transport, electricity distribution

companies (DISCOMs), agriculture,
municipal services, and cross-sector
initiatives. The index uses 66 indicators to
assess state performance comprehensively.

/




State Rankings and Categories

Maharashtra topped Group 1 states with over 15 million tonnes of oil
equivalent energy consumption.

Andhra Pradesh led Group 2 (5—-15 million tonnes), Assam topped Group 3 (1-5
million tonnes), and Tripura led Group 4.

Compared to 2023, the number of ‘Front Runner’ states reduced from seven to
five.

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu retained
this status.

Assam and Kerala were classified as ‘Achievers’ with scores between 50 and 60
per cent.

Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Odisha, and Uttar Pradesh fell under ‘Contenders’
scoring 30 to 50 per cent.



* Key Sectoral Progress

* Twenty-four states have notified the Energy
Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 2017.

* Thirty-one states implemented electric mobility
policies.

* Fourteen states mandated EV charging
infrastructure in buildings.

* Thirteen states promoted solar-powered
agricultural pumps.

* All states and UTs prepared State Energy
Efficiency Action Plans.

* Thirty-one states established State-Level Steering
Committees on Energy Transition led by Chief
Secretaries.



-

" India To Host 2030 Commonwealth
Games




* India has recently secured government approval to bid for the 2030 Commonwealth Games.

 Ahmedabad has been chosen as the proposed host city due to its advanced sporting
infrastructure and vibrant sports culture.

* This decision follows the Indian Olympic Association’s endorsement and comes amid
Canada’s withdrawal from the bidding process.

* The final host will be decided by the Commonwealth Sport General Assembly later this year.



PRATUSH Mission



* India has developed a credit-card sized
computer for space missions, designed to
catch the extremely faint signals from the
universe’s earliest moments.

* What is PRATUSH?

* Precise Radio Astronomy for Transient
Universe Studies from High-lunar orbit
(reported in concept stage).

* It envisions placing a payload in lunar
orbit around the far side of the Moon.

* The mission harness the radio-quiet
environment on the far side to conduct
low-frequency radio astronomy free from
Earth’s radio interference and
ionospheric distortion.




Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) 202 \




According to the Air Quality Life Index, India is the second most polluted country in the
world.

The Air Quality Life Index (AQLI)

The Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) is developed by Professor Michael Greenstone and the
Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC).

It translates air pollution levels into their impact on life expectancy, offering hyper-local data
to help users see how much longer people could live if pollution met various standards.

It supports EPIC’s Clean Air Program, which aims to inform policy and public action with
high-quality pollution data




South Asia, including _ _
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and China, though still above WHO

Pakist in< th N limits, has cut its pollution by
Key Findings of recent report alllstac?’ on, 40.8% since 2014 through
y & P pofiuted reston. aggressive policies, including

traffic restrictions, cleaner
heating, and reduced coal use.

e Bangladesh is the worst globally, with
air 12 times dirtier than WHO limits.

In Africa, pollution now poses a
greater life expectancy threat
than HIV/AIDS or malaria in
countries like Cameroon and
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.

North America saw major
pollution spikes in 2023 due to
wildfires, and Bolivia became
the most polluted Latin
American country.




e Status In India

* Air pollution is India’s most severe health threat, reducing average life expectancy
by 3.5 years — nearly twice the impact of malnutrition and over five times that of
unsafe water and sanitation.

* All 1.4 billion Indians live in areas exceeding the WHO’s safe PM2.5 limit (5 pg/m?3).

* The worst-hit region is Northern India, especially Delhi-NCR, where residents could
lose up to 8.2 years of life.

e Other states like Bihar (5.6 years), Haryana (5.3 years), and Uttar Pradesh (5
years) also show severe losses.

* 46% of Indians live in areas that exceed even India’s own weaker PM2.5 limit of 40
ug/m?.



Suggestions

The AQLI 2025 highlights the urgent need for strong, evidence-based policies to combat air pollution .

The report calls for expanding clean energy, stricter emission norms, and investment in green
infrastructure, while promoting public awareness and policy action to address this growing health crisis.




Pollutant Averaging Time 2005 AQGs 2021 AQGs
PM2s, ug/m3 Annual 10 5
24-hour? 25 15
PMjio, pg/m?3 Annual 20 15
24-hour? 50 45
Os, pg/m?3 Peak seasonP - 60
8-hour? 100 100
NO;, pg/m?3 Annual 40 10
24-hour? - 25
SO, ug/m3 24-hour? 20 40
CO, mg/m3 24-hour? - 4




Aadi Vaani: Al Translator for
Tribal Languages



The Union government
launched the beta version Purpose: Translate speech and
of Aadi Vaani, India’s First Al- \ text between Hindi, English,
powered Translator for Adivasi = and six Adivasi languages: Bhili,
languages, to strengthen i Mundari, Gondi, Santali, Kui,
communication and capacity- | and Garo.
building in tribal districts. '
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« BHASHINI (BHASHa INterface for India) As a National Language Translation Mission,
BHASHINI under Digital India, uses artificial intelligence (Al) and natural language

processing (NLP) to make digital content and services accessible in multiple Indian
languages.



Word of the day

Salacious:

suggestive of or tending to moral looseness;
characterised by lust

Synonyms: lustful, lewd, obscene, raunchy

Usage: Do not indulge in such salacious
gossip.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/salaciouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sa'le1.[as/
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