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Why in News | Gig Workers Portal  |  चचचा में क्य ों| गिि वर्ा र्ा पयर्ाल

12 Lakh
Active Gig Workers

registered in Karnataka
(12 लाख सक्रिय)

First
Digital Grievance Portal
for Gig Workers in India

(भारत में पहला)

IPGRS
Integrated Public

Grievance Redressal
System Portal

IDRC
Internal Dispute

Resolution Committee
(हर aggregator में)

2026
Operationalised

by Karnataka Govt.
(संचाक्रलत क्रिया गया)

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य गवर्चर्

• Karnataka Govt. operationalised a specialised grievance redressal 
mechanism for platform-based gig workers

• Developed by Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers' Board + Dept. of 
e-Governance

• First of its kind in India — gig workers can now lodge official complaints 
on pay, working conditions and platform-specific disputes

• Grievances filed on IPGRS will be automatically routed to respective 
platform's IDRC

• Every aggregator platform must constitute an Internal Dispute 
Resolution Committee (IDRC) — under Karnataka Platform-Based Gig 
Workers (Social Security & Welfare) Act

• Govt. will monitor as central facilitator — smooth, transparent 
communication between workers and platforms

• 12 lakh active gig workers' details shared by platforms so far (G. 
Manjunath, Addl. Labour Commissioner)

मुख्य गवर्चर् (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• िर्ााटि सरिार रे् पे्लटफॉमा-आधाररत क्रगग विा सा िे क्रलए क्रवशेष क्रशिायत
क्रर्वारण तंत्र संचाक्रलत क्रिया

• िर्ााटि पे्लटफॉमा-आधाररत क्रगग विा सा बोर्ा + ई-गवर्ेंस क्रवभाग द्वारा क्रविक्रसत
• IPGRS पोटाल पर क्रशिायतें दर्ा होगंी— वेतर्, िाया पररस्थिक्रत, पे्लटफॉमा क्रववाद
• प्रते्यि aggregator िो IDRC (आंतररि क्रववाद समाधार् सक्रमक्रत) गक्रित िरर्ी

होगी

• क्रशिायतें स्वचाक्रलतरूप से platform िे IDRC िो भेर्ी र्ाएंगी— एि क्रर्क्रित

समय-सीमा में क्रर्पटारा
• सरिार िें द्रीय सुक्रवधािताा िे रूप में प्रक्रिया िी क्रर्गरार्ी िरेगी

• Labour Minister Santosh Lad: 'क्रगग अर्ाव्यविा अब अर्ौपचाररि र्ही,ं 
संरक्रचत र्गह बरे्गी'



Background, Legal Framework & Constitutional Basis  |  पृष्ठभूगम, र्चनूनी ढचाँचचऔर र्ोंवैधचगनर्आधचर

GIG ECONOMY — BACKGROUND | गिि अर्ाव्यवस्थच पृष्ठभूगम

• Gig workers: Platform-based independent workers (Swiggy, Uber, Zomato, Ola, 
Amazon, Urban Company, Dunzo)

• India: ~15 million+ gig workers (NITI Aayog 2021); expected to reach 2.35 crore 
by 2030

• No employment contract → NO job security, benefits, ESI, PF, minimum wage 
protection

• ILO Report 2025: 8.4 lakh people die from psychosocial work risks annually — gig 
workers most at risk

• भारत: ~1.5 िरोड़+ क्रगग विा सा; 2030 ति 2.35 िरोड़; िोई रोर्गार अरु्बंध र्ही ं→ 
िोई सुरक्षा र्ही ं

KARNATAKA ACT — KEY LEGAL FRAMEWORK | र्चनूनी ढचाँचच

• Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act

• Mandates: Every aggregator MUST constitute IDRC (Internal Dispute Resolution 
Committee)

• IPGRS = Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System — gig workers' complaints 
portal

• Grievances auto-routed to platforms' IDRC — settled within defined timeframe

• Government = Central facilitator; monitors process; ensures transparency

• धारा: हर aggregator िो IDRC बर्ार्ी होगी; IPGRS पोटाल पर क्रशिायतें; सरिार क्रर्गरार्ी
िरेगी

CODE ON SOCIAL SECURITY 2020 | र्चमचगिर् रु्रक्षच र्ोंगितच 2020

• Code on Social Security, 2020: First time 'gig workers' and 'platform workers' 
defined in Indian law

• First ever recognition of gig economy workers' rights in Indian legislation

• Provides for ESIC & EPFO coverage for gig workers — implementation pending

• Consolidates 9 labour laws including ESI Act, PF Act, Maternity Benefit Act

• NITI Aayog 2022 report 'India's Booming Gig and Platform Economy' 
recommended protections

• सामाक्रर्ि सुरक्षा संक्रहता 2020: पहली बार 'क्रगग विा र' और 'पे्लटफॉमा विा र' िो िारू्र्ी
पररभाषा

CONSTITUTIONAL & DPSP BASIS | र्ोंवैधचगनर्आधचर

• Article 21: Right to Life includes right to livelihood and dignified work

• Article 38 (DPSP): State to secure social order; reduce income inequalities

• Article 41 (DPSP): Right to work, education and public assistance

• Article 42 (DPSP): Just and humane conditions of work; maternity relief

• Article 43 (DPSP): Living wage + decent conditions of work for all workers

• Article 246A + 7th Schedule: Labour = Concurrent List — both Centre and State 
can legislate

• अरु्चे्छद 21, 38, 41, 42, 43 (DPSP); श्रम = समवती सूची (िें द्र + राज्य दोर्ो)ं



Economy, Key Terms & Exam Enrichment  |  अर्ाव्यवस्थच, मुख्यशब्दऔर परीक्षच र्ोंवधान

Gig Worker (गिि वर्ा र)

Platform-based independent worker with no employment contract; earns per 
task/gig. E.g., Swiggy delivery, Uber driver, Urban Company technician

Aggregator (एग्रीिेर्र)

A digital platform that connects service providers (workers) with customers. E.g., 
Swiggy, Ola, Uber, Zomato — legally responsible for worker welfare under 
Karnataka Act

IDRC (IDRC)

Internal Dispute Resolution Committee — mandatory body every aggregator 
must form under Karnataka Act to address worker grievances within defined 
timeframe

IPGRS (IPGRS)

Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System — govt. portal where gig workers 
file complaints; auto-routes to platform's IDRC; government monitors

Platform Worker (पे्लर्फॉमा वर्ा र)

Worker who works through an online platform (app/website); broader than gig 
worker; includes part-time & full-time; defined first time in Code on Social 
Security 2020

Social Security Code 2020

One of 4 Labour Codes that consolidates 9 laws; first legal recognition of 
gig/platform workers; ESIC+EPFO coverage possible; implementation pending



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Gig Workers (UPSC/SSC/Banking/Railway)  |  PYQ औरMCQ अभ्यचर्— गिि वर्ा र्ा

CONFIRMED PYQs — पुगि गर्ए िए पूवा वर्ा प्रश्न

UPSC 2022 Prelims: 'Gig economy' workers are defined for the FIRST TIME in Indian law under which legislation?  ANS: Code on Social Security, 2020

UPSC 2021 Prelims: Article 41 (DPSP) directs State to provide?  ANS: Right to work, education and public assistance

SSC CGL 2023: How many Labour Codes were passed in 2020?  ANS: 4 Labour Codes (Wages, IR, Social Security, OSHWC)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT 

• Q. Karnataka's Digital Grievance Portal for gig workers 
routes complaints through which portal?

• (a) DigiLocker
• (b) IPGRS (Integrated Public Grievance Redressal 

System)
• (c) CPGRAMS
• (d) PM-Kisan Portal
• ANS: (b) IPGRS — complaints auto-routed to 

platform's IDRC
• र्ोट: CPGRAMS = central govt.; IPGRS = Karnataka's 

gig worker specific

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED 

• Q. Which statements about Karnataka Gig Workers 
Portal are CORRECT?

• 1. First such digital portal in India
• 2. Every aggregator must form IDRC under Karnataka 

Act
• 3. Workers can complain on pay, conditions, platform 

disputes
• 4. Centre Govt. developed this portal
• (a) 1,2,3  (b) 2,3,4  (c) 1,3,4  (d) 1,2,3,4
• ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 3 only — Centre did NOT develop it
• िें द्र र्ही,ं Karnataka सरिार रे् क्रविक्रसत क्रिया



10 Quick Revision + Mains Angles — Gig Workers  |  10 त्वररत पुनरचवृगि + मुख्यपरीक्षच र्यण

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. Karnataka = India's FIRST state to operationalise digital 
grievance portal for gig workers via IPGRS

• 2. Developed by: Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers' Board + 
Dept. of e-Governance

• 3. Every aggregator MUST constitute IDRC under Karnataka 
Platform-Based Gig Workers (Social Security & Welfare) Act

• 4. 12 lakh active gig workers in Karnataka; details shared by 
platforms

• 5. Code on Social Security 2020: First legal recognition of 'gig 
workers' and 'platform workers' in India

• 1. िर्ााटि = भारत में पहला राज्य क्रर्सरे् क्रगग विा सा िे क्रलए IPGRS 
पोटाल संचाक्रलत क्रिया

• 2. क्रर्मााण: Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers' Board + ई-गवर्ेंस
क्रवभाग

• 3. प्रते्यि aggregator िो IDRC बर्ार्ा अक्रर्वाया; IPGRS पर क्रशिायतें
auto-route

• 4. िर्ााटि में 12 लाख सक्रिय क्रगग विा सा; platforms रे् क्रववरण साझा
क्रिए

• 5. सामाक्रर्ि सुरक्षा संक्रहता 2020: पहली बार 'क्रगग विा र' और 'पे्लटफॉमा
विा र' िो िारू्र्ी पररभाषा

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

• GS-3: Gig economy and labour welfare — India's informal 
sector transformation; Code on Social Security 2020; Karnataka 
Act model

• GS-2: State legislation on labour; Centre-State relations 
(Labour = Concurrent List); technology-enabled governance

• GS-4: Ethics of platform economy — dignity of gig workers; 
corporate responsibility of aggregators; algorithmic 
management

• Essay: 'The gig economy: India's new informal sector challenge' 
| 'Technology, labour and social protection in 21st century 
India'

• GS-3: क्रगग अर्ाव्यविाऔर श्रम िल्याण; सामाक्रर्ि सुरक्षा संक्रहता
2020

• GS-2: श्रम पर राज्यिारू्र्; समवती सूची; प्रौद्योक्रगिी-सक्षम शासर्
• GS-4: पे्लटफॉमा अर्ाव्यविा िी रै्क्रतिता; aggregatorsिी

क्रर्मे्मदारी

• क्रर्बंध: 'क्रगग अर्ाव्यविा: भारत िी र्ई अर्ौपचाररि के्षत्र चुर्ौती'





🛣️

India's First

Barrier-Less

Toll Booth Opens
MLFF System at Choryasi, Surat (NH-48, Gujarat)

Multi-Lane Free Flow | RFID + ANPR | NHAI + MoRTH | 18 more plazas to follow

Current Affairs | UPSC CSE / State PSC / SSC / Railway

भारत िा पहला बाधा-मुक्तटोल बूर्: MLFF प्रणाली | चोयाासी, गुर्रात



Why in News | India's 1st MLFF Barrier-Less Toll | चचचा में क्य ों |  भचरतर्च पिलचMLFF बचधच-मुक्त र्यल बूर्

MLFF
Multi-Lane Free Flow
(बहु-लेर् मुक्त प्रवाह)

System — India's 1st

NH-48
Surat-Bharuch Section

(चोयाासी टोल प्लार्ा,
गुर्रात)

2014
ETC (Electronic Toll

Collection) infrastructure
started in India

18+
More plazas to get

MLFF (IHMCL contract
awarded)

200+
Toll plazas/year govt.
plans to implement

MLFF system

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य गवर्चर्

• NHAI (National Highways Authority of India) operationalised India's first 
Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) barrier-less tolling at Choryasi toll plaza, 
Surat-Bharuch section, NH-48, Gujarat

• Vehicles NO longer need to stop — toll collected via RFID readers + 
ANPR cameras (Automatic Number Plate Recognition)

• Cameras read FASTag + Vehicle Registration Number (VRN) 
automatically

• Expected benefits: Reduce travel time, decongest highways, improve 
fuel efficiency, lower vehicular emissions

• 'One Vehicle, One FASTag' policy — usage of single FASTag for multiple 
vehicles stopped

• Mandatory High Security Registration Plates (HSRP) — so ANPR 
cameras can read in MLFF system

• IHMCL = Indian Highways Management Company Limited — awarded 
MLFF contract for 18 plazas

मुख्य गवर्चर् (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• NHAI (राष्ट्र ीय रार्मागा प्राक्रधिरण) रे् चोयाासी टोलप्लार्ा, NH-48, गुर्रात पर
भारत िा पहलाMLFF बाधा-मुक्त टोक्रलंग संचाक्रलत क्रिया

• वाहर्ों िो रुिर्ा र्ही ंहोगा— RFID रीर्र + ANPR िैमरे से स्वचाक्रलत टोल
संग्रह

• िैमरे FASTag + Vehicle Registration Number (VRN) पढें गे
• लाभ: यात्रा समय िम, रार्मागा क्रविंरे्शर्, ईंधर् दक्षता, उत्सर्ार् में िमी
• 'एि वाहर्, एि FASTag' — एिाक्रधि वाहर्ों िे क्रलए एिल FASTag िा उपयोग

बंद

• अक्रर्वाया HSRP (High Security Registration Plates) — ANPR िैमरेMLFF में
रं्बर पे्लट पढ सिें

• यक्रद FASTag + VRN मेल र्ही ंखाते: क्रबर्ा भुगतार् गुज़रा→ दोगुर्ा शुल्क; 72 घंटे
में भुगतार् पर िेवल मूल शुल्क



Technology, Policy Framework & How MLFF Works  |  प्रौद्ययगिर्ी, नीगत ढचाँचचऔरMLFF रै्रे् र्चमर्रतच िै

HOW MLFF WORKS — MLFF रै्रे् र्चमर्रतच िै

Step 1: Vehicle approaches toll plaza — NO BOOM BARRIER

Step 2: Overhead gantry with RFID readers scans FASTag on windshield

Step 3: ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) cameras photograph VRN 
(Vehicle Registration Number)

Step 4: System cross-matches FASTag with National Vehicle Registry (NVR)

Step 5: Toll deducted automatically from linked bank account — vehicle keeps 
moving

If VRN mismatch: Recorded as 'user fee case' → e-notice issued → double toll if not 
paid in 72 hours

If FASTag blacklisted: Banks directed to validate VRN/license plate linked to FASTag

National Electronic Toll Collection system integrated with National Vehicle Registry 
for enforcement

चरण: वाहर्आता है→ RFID FASTag सै्कर्→ ANPR VRN फोटो→ National Vehicle 
Registry से क्रमलार्→ टोलिटा→ वाहर्आगे बढा

KEY TECHNOLOGIES | मुख्यप्रौद्ययगिगर्यचाँ

RFID (Radio Frequency Identification): Chip in FASTag communicates with overhead 
readers; contactless; works at highway speeds

ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition): AI-powered cameras; reads VRN 
even in MLFF; requires HSRP for clarity

FASTag (RFID-based): Passive RFID tag on windshield; linked to bank prepaid 
account; mandatory for all vehicles (since Feb 2021)

HSRP (High Security Registration Plates): Tamper-proof plates with laser-etched 
VRN; mandatory for MLFF

IHMCL = Indian Highways Management Company Limited — subsidiary of NHAI 
managing ETC ROAD TO MLFF — KEY DECISIONS | मुख्य गनणाय

• Mandatory HSRP — ANPR cameras can read in MLFF (no human needed)

• 'One Vehicle, One FASTag' — single FASTag per vehicle; no linking multiple 
vehicles

• New National Highway Fee Rules (March) — deals with unpaid user fees

• MoRTH directions to FASTag banks: Validate VRNs; blacklist incorrect FASTag-VRN 
pairs

• National ETC ↔ National Vehicle Registry integration for enforcement



Constitutional, Economic & Historical Context — MLFF  |  र्ोंवैधचगनर्, आगर्ार्और ऐगतिचगर्र्र्ोंदभा — MLFF

POLITY & INSTITUTIONS | र्ोंस्थचित ढचाँचच

NHAI (National Highways Authority of India): Statutory body under NHAI Act 1988; 
under MoRTH; responsible for development, maintenance and management of 
national highways

MoRTH (Ministry of Road Transport and Highways): Nodal ministry; issued new 
National Highway Fee Rules; directed FASTag banks

IHMCL (Indian Highways Management Company): NHAI subsidiary; manages ETC 
(Electronic Toll Collection) infrastructure; awarded MLFF contracts

Art. 246 + Entry 23 (Union List): 'Highways declared by Parliament to be national 
highways' — Centre's exclusive domain; NH development = Centre's responsibility

ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE | आगर्ार् मित्व

Reduce idle fuel consumption at toll plazas: India loses millions of litres of fuel due 
to stop-and-go at toll plazas

Reduce logistics costs: India's logistics cost = ~13-14% of GDP (vs 8% in USA, 10% 
global average); toll delays add cost

PM GatiShakti National Master Plan: MLFF aligns with PM GatiShakti — seamless 
multi-modal connectivity, reduce logistics costs

Reduce vehicular emissions: Less idling = less CO2/NOx; aligns with India's NDC 
targets under Paris Agreement

HISTORY OF TOLLING IN INDIA | भचरत में र्यगलोंि र्च इगतिचर्

Pre-2014: Manual toll collection — long queues, leakage, corruption

2014: Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) infrastructure started in India

Feb 2021: FASTag made mandatory for all vehicles (by MoRTH); 100% FASTag-only 
lanes

March 2024: MoRTH issued new National Highway Fee Rules — deal with unpaid 
user fees

2026 (May 1): India's first MLFF barrier-less toll operational at Choryasi, Gujarat 
(NH-48)

GLOBAL CONTEXT | वैगिर्र्ोंदभा

MLFF already operational in: USA (E-ZPass), Singapore (ERP2 — world's most 
advanced), Germany (Autobahn), Sweden, South Korea, Australia

Singapore's ERP2 (2023): Uses GPS + On-Board Unit — fully dynamic pricing by 
congestion level — most advanced in world

India's 800 public toll plazas: MLFF to first be implemented on all — then expanded

Global logistics: OECD nations average 7-9% logistics cost/GDP; MLFF contributes 
to reducing India's 13-14%



PYQs & MCQ Practice — MLFF / NHAI / Roads (UPSC/SSC/Banking/Railway)  |  PYQ औरMCQ अभ्यचर्— MLFF / 
NHAI / र्ड़र्ें

CONFIRMED PYQs — पुगि गर्ए िए पूवा वर्ा प्रश्न

UPSC 2023 Prelims: FASTag uses which technology for toll collection?  ANS: RFID (Radio Frequency Identification)

SSC CGL 2022: NHAI was established under which Act?  ANS: National Highways Authority of India Act, 1988

Railway RRB 2023: National Highways in India fall under which List of 7th Schedule?  ANS: Union List (Entry 23)  |  UPSC 2022: PM GatiShakti aims to?  ANS: Multi-modal 
connectivity and reduce logistics costs

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/RAILWAY PATTERN)

• Q. India's first Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) barrier-
less tolling system was operationalised on which 
National Highway?

• (a) NH-44 (Delhi-Kanyakumari)
• (b) NH-48 (Surat-Bharuch section, Gujarat)
• (c) NH-8 (Delhi-Mumbai)
• (d) NH-27 (East-West Corridor)
• ANS: (b) NH-48, Choryasi toll plaza, Surat-Bharuch, 

Gujarat
• र्ोट: NHAI रे्May 2026 में संचाक्रलत क्रिया; 18 और plazas 

आरे् वाले हैं

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about India's MLFF system:
• 1. MLFF uses RFID and ANPR cameras; vehicles do not 

stop
• 2. ETC infrastructure in India was started in 2014
• 3. FASTag was made mandatory in February 2023
• 4. IHMCL is a subsidiary of NHAI
• (a) 1,2,4  (b) 1,2,3  (c) 2,3,4  (d) 1,2,3,4
• ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 4 only — FASTag mandatory in Feb 

2021, NOT 2023
• FASTag अक्रर्वाया: फरवरी 2021 (2023 र्ही)ं — Statement 

3 गलत



10 Revision Points + ETC vs MLFF Comparison — Roads  |  10 पुनरचवृगि गबोंदु + ETC बनचमMLFF तुलनच

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. MLFF = Multi-Lane Free Flow: No boom barrier; RFID + ANPR cameras; vehicle 
does not stop

• 2. Location: Choryasi toll plaza, Surat-Bharuch section, NH-48, Gujarat — India's 
FIRST

• 3. NHAI operationalised; ETC infrastructure started 2014; FASTag mandatory 
since Feb 2021

• 4. One Vehicle, One FASTag — HSRP mandatory for ANPR readability

• 5. IHMCL awarded MLFF contract for 18 plazas; 200+ plazas/year planned

• 1. MLFF: बूम बैररयर र्ही;ं RFID + ANPR; वाहर् र्ही ंरुिता

• 2. िार्: चोयाासी, NH-48, गुर्रात— भारत में पहला

• 3. NHAI; ETC 2014; FASTag अक्रर्वाया फरवरी 2021

• 4. एि वाहर्, एि FASTag; ANPR िे क्रलए HSRP अक्रर्वाया

• 5. IHMCL रे् 18 plazas िे क्रलएMLFF contract क्रदया; 200+ प्रक्रत वषा योर्र्ा

ETC vs MLFF vs GLOBAL BEST | तुलनच

Feature Old ETC / FASTag MLFF (India)

Stop required? Yes (slow lane) NO

Boom barrier? Yes NO

Technology RFID only RFID + ANPR

VRN check? Manual/limited Auto ANPR

Queue? Yes No

Evasion? Manual check Auto double toll

India example All existing plazas NH-48 Choryasi



🐦 Indian Skimmer Conservationist 
Wins Whitley Award 2026







• Q. Consider the following statements:

• Indian Skimmer is primarily found in forest ecosystems. 

• India hosts the majority of the global population of Indian Skimmer. 

• Whitley Award is given for grassroots wildlife conservation efforts. 

• Which of the above is/are correct?

• (A) 2 and 3 only
(B) 1 and 2 only
(C) 1 and 3 only
(D) 1, 2 and 3







Why in News | NGT Clean Air Direction  |  चचचा में क्य ों | NGT स्वच्छवचयु गनदेश

NGT
Southern Zone Bench,

Chennai — directed
5 states + Puducherry

NCAP
National Clean Air

Programme — funds
under-utilised

₹597cr
Karnataka received

2019-24 for clean air
(₹541cr → Bengaluru)

86%
Utilised funds went
to road dust control
(disproportionate)

13
Directions issued by

NGT: sector roadmaps,
monthly reviews

KEY FINDINGS (EN) — मुख्य गनष्कर्ा

• NGT Southern Zone Bench (Chennai) directed all 5 southern states 
(Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala) + Puducherry to 
ensure 'strict and time-bound implementation' of State Action Plans (SAP) 
under NCAP

• Karnataka received ₹597.54 crore (2019-20 to 2023-24); Bengaluru alone 
received ₹541.1 crore but utilised only 13% by October 2024

• Subsequent affidavit: 76% of total funds released up to 2025-26 had been 
utilised by September 2025

• BUT: 86% of utilised funds went to road dust control; only 6.6% on vehicular 
emissions; 4.1% on biomass burning — 'disproportionate expenditure' to be 
rationalised

• NGT 13 Directions: Sector-wise roadmaps (6 months); monthly review 
meetings in Karnataka; 'appropriate institutional arrangement' for airshed-
level coordination among southern states

• Compliance report due in six months; under-utilisation or ineffective 
deployment = environmental compensation

मुख्य गनष्कर्ा (HI) — KEY FINDINGS

• NGT दक्रक्षणी के्षत्र पीि (चेन्नई) रे् 5 दक्रक्षणी राज्यों + पुरु्चेरी िो NCAP िे तहत राज्य
िाया योर्र्ाओं िे 'िडे़और समयबद्धिायाान्वयर्' िा क्रर्देश

• िर्ााटि िो ₹597.54 िरोड़ क्रमले (2019-24); बेंगलुरु अिेले िो ₹541.1 िरोड़
लेक्रिर् अकू्टबर 2024 ति िेवल 13% उपयोग

• बाद िे शपर्पत्र में 2025-26 ति 76% िा उपयोग बताया
• 86% उपयोक्रगत धर् सड़ि धूल क्रर्यंत्रण पर; िेवल 6.6% वाहर् उत्सर्ार् पर—

'अरु्पातहीर् व्यय' िो तिा संगत बर्ार्ा होगा
• NGT िे 13 क्रर्देश: के्षत्र-वार रोर्मैप (6 महीरे्); माक्रसि समीक्षा बैििें ; airshed 

समन्वय

• छह महीरे् में अरु्पालर् ररपोटा; अप्रयुक्त क्रर्क्रध→ पयाावरणीय क्षक्रतपूक्रता



NGT, NCAP & Air Quality Framework  |  NGT, NCAP और वचयु िुणविच ढचाँचच

NGT — NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL | रचिर ीय िररत अगधर्रण

• Established under NGT Act 2010; commenced July 18, 2010
• Principal Bench: New Delhi; Zonal Benches: Chennai (Southern), Bhopal 

(Central), Pune (Western), Kolkata (Eastern)
• Powers: Hear cases related to environmental laws; can award compensation; 

can impose penalties
• Jurisdiction: Environment Protection Act 1986, Forest Conservation Act 

1980, Water Act 1974, Air Act 1981, Biological Diversity Act 2002
• Cannot try offences under IPC — only civil environmental liability
• NGT Act 2010; मुख्यालय: र्ई क्रदल्ली; दक्रक्षणी पीि: चेन्नई; वायु अक्रधक्रर्यम 1981 िे

तहत अक्रधिार के्षत्र

NCAP — NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAMME | रचिर ीयस्वच्छवचयु र्चयाक्रम

• Launched: January 2019 by MoEFCC (Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change)

• Goal: Achieve 20-30% reduction in PM2.5 and PM10 concentrations by 2024 
(base year 2017); extended to 40% by 2026

• Covers: 131 Non-Attainment Cities (cities with air quality worse than 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 5 consecutive years)

• Southern cities covered: Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Visakhapatnam, 
Kochi, Thiruvananthapuram among others

• Funding: Central + State + Urban Local Bodies; NCAP + 15th Finance 
Commission grants

• लक्ष्य: 2026 ति PM2.5 और PM10 में 40% िमी; 131 गैर-प्रास्थि शहर; MoEFCC 
द्वारा 2019 में शुरू

AIR QUALITY STANDARDS & SCIENCE | वचयु िुणविच मचनर्

• NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standards): Set by CPCB; PM2.5 = 60 
µg/m³ (24hr avg); PM10 = 100 µg/m³

• AQI (Air Quality Index): 6 categories — Good (0-50), Satisfactory, Moderate, 
Poor, Very Poor, Severe (401+)

• PM2.5: Fine particles <2.5 micrometers — enter lungs + bloodstream; cause 
CVD, lung cancer

• Airshed: Geographic area where air quality is interconnected across 
administrative boundaries — e.g., Indo-Gangetic Plain

• AQI 6 शे्रक्रणयां; PM2.5 <2.5 माइिोमीटर; Airshed = भौगोक्रलि के्षत्र र्हााँ वायु
गुणवत्ता आपस में रु्ड़ी

HISTORY & POLITY | इगतिचर्और रचिव्यवस्थच

• Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981: Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) under MoEFCC; State PCBs

• Environment Protection Act, 1986: Umbrella legislation; empowers Centre to 
take measures for environmental protection

• Article 21 (Right to Life): SC in M.C. Mehta vs Union (1996) — right to clean 
air = part of Art. 21

• Article 48A (DPSP): State shall endeavour to protect and improve 
environment

• Article 51A(g) (Fundamental Duty): Every citizen's duty to protect and 
improve natural environment

• अरु्चे्छद 21, 48A (DPSP), 51A(g) (मौक्रलििताव्य); वायु अक्रधक्रर्यम 1981; EPA 
1986; M.C. Mehta मामला



PYQs & MCQ Practice — NGT / NCAP / Air Quality  |  PYQ औरMCQ | NGT / NCAP / वचयु िुणविच

CONFIRMED PYQs — पुगि PYQ (UPSC / SSC / BANK / RAILWAY)

UPSC 2023 Pre: NGT was established under?  ANS: NGT Act, 2010

UPSC 2022 Pre: NCAP launched by which ministry?  ANS: MoEFCC (Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change), 2019

SSC CGL 2023: Article 48A (DPSP) deals with?  ANS: Protection and improvement of environment  |  UPSC 2021: Fundamental Duty to protect environment?  ANS: Article 51A(g)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/BANK PATTERN)

• Q. The National Green Tribunal's Southern Zone Bench is located in which 
city?

• (a) Bengaluru
• (b) Hyderabad
• (c) Chennai
• (d) Kochi
• ANS: (c) Chennai
• Note: Principal Bench = New Delhi; Other benches: Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata; 

Southern = Chennai

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about NCAP:
• 1. NCAP was launched in January 2019 by MoEFCC
• 2. It covers 131 Non-Attainment Cities
• 3. Original target was 20-30% reduction in PM2.5 & PM10 by 2024
• 4. NGT Act was passed in 2012
• (a) 1,2,3  (b) 2,3,4  (c) 1,2,4  (d) 1,2,3,4
• ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 3 only — NGT Act passed in 2010, NOT 2012
• NGT अक्रधक्रर्यम 2010 में पाररत, 2012 में र्ही ं— Statement 4 गलत



10 Revision Points + Mains Angles — NGT/NCAP  |  10 पुनरचवृगि + मुख्य परीक्षच | NGT/NCAP

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. NGT Southern Zone Bench (Chennai) directed 5 southern states + 
Puducherry under NCAP

• 2. Karnataka received ₹597.54 cr (2019-24); Bengaluru ₹541.1 cr — only 13% 
utilised by Oct 2024

• 3. 86% spent on road dust control; only 6.6% on vehicular emissions —
'disproportionate'

• 4. NGT issued 13 directions; sector-wise roadmaps in 6 months; monthly 
reviews in Karnataka

• 5. NCAP: January 2019, MoEFCC; 131 Non-Attainment Cities; 40% 
PM2.5/PM10 reduction by 2026

• 1. NGT दक्रक्षणी के्षत्र पीि रे् 5 राज्यों + पुरु्चेरी िो NCAP िे तहत क्रर्देश
• 2. िर्ााटि ₹597 िरोड़; बेंगलुरु ₹541 िरोड़— िेवल 13% उपयोग अकू्टबर 2024
• 3. 86% सड़ि धूल पर; 6.6% वाहर् उत्सर्ार्— 'अरु्पातहीर् व्यय'
• 4. NGT िे 13 क्रर्देश; 6 महीरे् में रोर्मैप; पयाावरणीय क्षक्रतपूक्रता िी चेतावर्ी
• 5. NCAP: र्र्वरी 2019, MoEFCC; 131 शहर; 2026 ति 40% िमी लक्ष्य

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

• GS-3 (Environment): NCAP effectiveness; particulate pollution in South India; 
air quality governance; CPCB role; AQI monitoring

• GS-2 (Governance/Polity): NGT's role in environmental governance; Art. 21 
(right to clean air); Art. 48A (DPSP); Art. 51A(g) (Fundamental Duty); Centre-
State coordination on environment

• GS-3 (Economy): Cost of air pollution — WHO estimates India loses 1.4% 
GDP; logistics cost of pollution on agriculture

• GS-3: Airshed approach — trans-boundary air pollution; PM2.5 vs PM10; 
seasonal variation (winter smog, summer dust)

• Essay: 'Clean air as a fundamental right: India's challenge of governance vs 
aspiration'

• GS-3: NCAP प्रभावशीलता; दक्रक्षण भारत में वायु प्रदूषण; CPCB; AQI
• GS-2: NGT; अरु्चे्छद 21 (स्वच्छवायु); 48A (DPSP); 51A(g) (मौक्रलििताव्य)
• क्रर्बंध: 'स्वच्छवायु मौक्रलि अक्रधिार िे रूप में: शासर्औरआिांक्षाओं िी चुर्ौती'







Why in News | Cell Broadcast Alert System  |  चचचा में क्य ों | रे्ल ब्रॉडर्चस्ट र्तर्ा प्रणचली
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by Centre for Development
of Telematics
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All
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KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य गवर्चर्

• Union Telecom Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched the Cell Broadcast 
Alert System — will warn citizens about emergencies and natural disasters in 
their area

• Developed indigenously by C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics) in 
collaboration with NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority) under 
guidance of Home Minister Amit Shah

• Based on CAP (Common Alerting Protocol) as recommended by ITU 
(International Telecommunication Union) — a UN specialised agency

• System transmits critical disaster/emergency information directly and 
instantly to citizens' mobile phones

• Test message on April 29: 'Extremely Severe Alert. India launched Cell 
Broadcast using indigenous technology, for instant disaster alerting service. 
Alert citizens, safe nation. No action required.'

• Sent across all telecom operators' networks — EXCEPT in poll-bound states 
(to avoid disruption)

मुख्य गवर्चर् (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• िें द्रीय दूरसंचार मंत्री Jyotiraditya Scindia रे् Cell Broadcast Alert System लॉन्च
क्रिया— र्ागररिों िो आपातिालऔर प्रािृक्रतिआपदाओं िे बारे में चेतावर्ी देगा

• C-DOT (सेंटर फॉर रे्वलपमेंट ऑफ टेलीमैक्रटक्स) रे् NDMA िे सहयोग से स्वदेशी
तिर्ीि से क्रविक्रसत; गृह मंत्री Amit Shah िे मागादशार् में

• ITU (अंतरााष्ट्र ीय दूरसंचार संघ) िी क्रसफाररश पर CAP (िॉमर् अलक्रटिंग प्रोटोिॉल) पर
आधाररत

• महत्वपूणा: र्ागररिों िे मोबाइल फोर् पर सीधे और तुरंतआपदा/आपातिालिी
र्ार्िारी

• 29 अपै्रलिो परीक्षण संदेश भेर्ा गया: 'Extremely Severe Alert —स्वदेशी

तिर्ीि से तत्कालआपदा सतिा सेवा'
• सभी telecom operators िे रे्टविा पर भेर्ा गया— चुर्ाव-बाक्रधत राज्यों िो

छोड़िर



C-DOT, CAP, NDMA & Disaster Management Framework  |  C-DOT, CAP, NDMA औरआपदच प्रबोंधन ढचाँचच

C-DOT + CELL BROADCAST TECHNOLOGY

• C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics): India's premier telecom R&D 
centre; established 1984; under Dept. of Telecom (DoT); developed multiple 
indigenous telecom technologies

• Cell Broadcast: Technology that sends text messages to ALL mobile phones 
in a geographic area simultaneously — unlike SMS which is one-to-one; 
cannot be blocked by the user; does not require internet

• CAP (Common Alerting Protocol): International standard for emergency 
alerts; recommended by ITU; used globally (WEA in USA, J-Alert in Japan, 
EU-Alert in Europe)

• भारतस्वदेशी CAP-आधाररत: C-DOT द्वारा 1984 से R&D; Cell Broadcast = एि
सार् सभी मोबाइलिो संदेश; इंटररे्ट िी र्रूरत र्ही ं

NDMA + DISASTER MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

• NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority): Established under 
Disaster Management Act, 2005; Chairperson = Prime Minister of India; 
responsible for laying down national policies on disaster management

• Disaster Management Act, 2005: Post-2004 Tsunami; provides 3-tier 
structure — NDMA (national) + SDMA (state) + DDMA (district)

• NDRF (National Disaster Response Force): Established under DM Act 2005; 
16 battalions; rescue and relief

• NDMA िे अध्यक्ष = प्रधार्मंत्री; DM Act 2005 (2004 tsunami िे बाद); 3-स्तरीय: 
NDMA-SDMA-DDMA; NDRF = 16 बटाक्रलयर्

POLITY & CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS

• Entry 31 (Union List): Posts and telegraphs; telephones; wireless; 
broadcasting — Centre's exclusive domain

• Disaster Management Act 2005: Section 6 — NDMA powers; Section 8 —
NDMA functions including early warning systems

• Article 21: Right to life — includes right to be warned about imminent 
dangers (life-saving alerts)

• DoT (Department of Telecom) under Ministry of Communications — nodal 
for telecom regulation; works with TRAI

• Entry 31 = Union List; DM Act 2005 — धारा 6, 8; अरु्चे्छद 21 = र्ीवर् िा
अक्रधिार (आसन्नखतरे िी चेतावर्ी सक्रहत)

GLOBAL COMPARISONS & ITU

• ITU (International Telecommunication Union): UN specialised agency; HQ 
Geneva; regulates global telecom; CAP is its recommended standard for 
emergency alerts

• USA: WEA (Wireless Emergency Alerts) — FEMA-operated; used for tornado, 
amber alerts, presidential alerts

• Japan: J-Alert — world's most sophisticated EWS; earthquake/tsunami alerts 
in seconds

• EU: EU-Alert under Cell Broadcast; each member state implements 
nationally

• ITU = UN िी क्रवशेष एर्ेंसी; HQ क्रर्रे्वा; USA = WEA (FEMA); Japan = J-Alert; EU 
= EU-Alert



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Cell Broadcast / DM Act / NDMA  |  PYQ औरMCQ | Cell Broadcast / आपदच प्रबोंधन

CONFIRMED PYQs — पुगि PYQ (UPSC / SSC / BANK / RAILWAY)

UPSC 2022 Pre: Disaster Management Act, 2005 was enacted following which disaster?  ANS: 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami

UPSC 2021 Pre: Chairperson of NDMA is?  ANS: Prime Minister of India

Railway RRB 2023: C-DOT is India's premier telecom R&D institution. It functions under?  ANS: Dept. of Telecommunications (DoT)  |  SSC 2022: ITU is a specialised agency of?  
ANS: United Nations (HQ Geneva)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/BANK PATTERN)

• Q. India's Cell Broadcast Alert System was developed indigenously by which 
organisation?

• (a) ISRO
• (b) DRDO
• (c) C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics)
• (d) TRAI
• ANS: (c) C-DOT — in collaboration with NDMA, under Dept. of Telecom
• Note: C-DOT est. 1984; developed in partnership with NDMA; launched by 

Jyotiraditya Scindia

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about Cell Broadcast Alert System:
• 1. Based on CAP (Common Alerting Protocol) recommended by ITU
• 2. NDMA Chairperson is the Home Minister of India
• 3. Developed indigenously by C-DOT in collaboration with NDMA
• 4. Cell Broadcast sends alerts to ALL phones in a geographic area
• (a) 1,3,4  (b) 1,2,3  (c) 2,3,4  (d) 1,2,3,4
• ANS: (a) 1, 3 and 4 — NDMA Chairperson is PM, NOT Home Minister
• NDMA िे अध्यक्ष = प्रधार्मंत्री, गृह मंत्री र्ही ं— Statement 2 गलत



10 Revision Points + Mains — Cell Broadcast Alert  |  10 पुनरचवृगि + मुख्य परीक्षच | Cell Broadcast

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. Cell Broadcast Alert System launched by Union Telecom Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia

• 2. Developed indigenously by C-DOT (est. 1984, under DoT) + NDMA 
collaboration

• 3. Based on CAP (Common Alerting Protocol) — ITU (UN agency, HQ Geneva) 
recommended

• 4. NDMA: DM Act 2005; Chairperson = PM of India; post-2004 Indian Ocean 
Tsunami

• 5. Trial run on April 29; test message sent across all telecom operators 
(except poll-bound states)

• 1. Cell Broadcast Alert System — Jyotiraditya Scindia (दूरसंचार मंत्री) द्वारा लॉन्च
• 2. C-DOT (1984, DoT िे तहत) + NDMA रे् स्वदेशी रूप से क्रविक्रसत
• 3. CAP (ITU अरु्शंक्रसत) परआधाररत
• 4. NDMA: DM Act 2005; अध्यक्ष = प्रधार्मंत्री; 2004 tsunami िे बाद
• 5. 29 अपै्रल परीक्षण; सभी telecom operators िो भेर्ा (चुर्ाव राज्यों िो छोड़िर)

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

• GS-2 (Governance): Disaster management framework; NDMA; DM Act 2005; 
early warning systems; Centre-State-District 3-tier structure

• GS-3 (Disaster Management + Science): Cell Broadcast technology; CAP; 
indigenous development (C-DOT); disaster risk reduction; Sendai Framework 
2015-30

• GS-2 (Science/Polity): Entry 31 (Union List) — telecom as Centre's domain; 
ITU as UN agency

• Essay: 'Disaster management in India: From reactive response to proactive 
preparedness'

• Interview: 'C-DOT developed India's emergency alert indigenously. What 
does this signify for India's telecom capabilities?'

• GS-2: आपदा प्रबंधर्; NDMA; DM Act 2005; 3-स्तरीय संरचर्ा
• GS-3: Cell Broadcast; CAP; स्वदेशी क्रविास; Sendai Framework
• क्रर्बंध: 'भारत में आपदा प्रबंधर्: प्रक्रतक्रियाशील से सक्रिय तैयारी िीओर'







Why in News | Prasoon Joshi — Prasar Bharati Chairman  |  चचचा में क्य ों | प्ररू्न ियशी— प्रर्चर भचरती अध्यक्ष
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KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य गवर्चर्

• Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) 
appointed Prasoon Joshi as Chairman of Prasar Bharati

• Prasoon Joshi: Noted lyricist (Rang De Basanti, Taare 
Zameen Par), writer, advertising professional; celebrated 
globally in advertising, literature, art and cinema

• Joshi earlier served as Chairperson of CBFC (Central 
Board of Film Certification), Mumbai — since August 
2017

• In December 2025, then Prasar Bharati Board Chairman 
Navneet Kumar Sehgal had resigned from the position 
— vacancy then filled by Prasoon Joshi

• Prasar Bharati = India's public service broadcaster: 
Doordarshan (TV) + All India Radio (AIR)

मुख्य गवर्चर् (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• I&B मंत्रालय रे् प्रसूर् र्ोशी िो प्रसार भारती िे अध्यक्ष िेरूप
में क्रर्युक्त क्रिया

• प्रसूर् र्ोशी: प्रख्यात गीतिार (रंग दे बसंती, तारे ज़मीर् पर), 
लेखि, क्रवज्ञापर् पेशेवर; क्रवज्ञापर्, साक्रहत्य, िलाऔर क्रसरे्मा में
वैक्रिि पहचार्

• र्ोशी पहले अगस्त 2017 से CBFC (सेंटर ल बोर्ा ऑफ क्रफल्म
सक्रटाक्रफिेशर्), मंुबई िे अध्यक्ष िेरूप में िायारत रे्

• क्रदसंबर 2025 में, तत्कालीर् प्रसार भारती बोर्ा अध्यक्ष Navneet 
Kumar Sehgal रे् पद से इस्तीफा क्रदया र्ा

• प्रसार भारती = भारत िा सावार्क्रर्ि सेवा प्रसारि: दूरदशार्
(TV) + आिाशवाणी (AIR)
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PRASAR BHARATI — COMPLETE PROFILE

• Prasar Bharati = Broadcasting Corporation of India; established under Prasar 
Bharati Act, 1990; became operational November 23, 1997

• Public Service Broadcaster (PSB) — autonomous statutory body; oversees 
Doordarshan (DD) and All India Radio (AIR)

• HQ: New Delhi; Chairman + CEO + Board Members — appointed by 
President of India on recommendation of a Selection Committee

• Doordarshan: est. 1959; national public television; ~47 channels; DD 
National, DD News, DD Kisan etc.

• All India Radio (Akashvani): est. 1936; 470+ stations; reaches 99%+ of India's 
territory

• Prasar Bharati Act 1990; 23 Nov 1997 से संचाक्रलत; DD (1959) + AIR (1936); HQ 
र्ई क्रदल्ली

CBFC — CENTRAL BOARD OF FILM CERTIFICATION

• CBFC (Central Board of Film Certification): Established under Cinematograph 
Act, 1952; HQ Mumbai

• Formerly called 'Censor Board' — certifies films for public exhibition; grants 
U, UA, A, S certificates

• Under Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B Ministry)
• Chairperson appointed by Central Govt; Members from different regions and 

walks of life
• Prasoon Joshi was CBFC Chairperson since August 2017; he introduced 

digital processes and reduced backlogs
• CBFC = Cinematograph Act 1952; HQ मंुबई; U/UA/A/S सक्रटाक्रफिेट; प्रसूर् र्ोशी

= 2017 से अध्यक्ष

CONSTITUTIONAL + REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

• Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression — includes freedom of 
press and broadcasting

• Entry 31 (Union List, 7th Schedule): Posts and telegraphs; telephones; 
wireless; broadcasting — Parliament's exclusive domain

• Ministry of I&B: Nodal ministry for information, broadcasting, films, press; 
I&B Minister = Ashwini Vaishnaw

• TRAI (Telecom Regulatory Authority of India, 1997): Regulates telecom and 
cable TV; independent regulator

• अरु्चे्छद 19(1)(a); Entry 31 Union List; I&B Ministry; TRAI (1997) — िेबल TV 
क्रर्यमर्

HISTORY OF BROADCASTING IN INDIA

• 1927: All India Radio established (as Indian State Broadcasting Service)
• 1936: Renamed to All India Radio (Akashvani name given by Tagore-era poet)
• 1959: Doordarshan launched (first TV broadcast from Delhi)
• 1982: Doordarshan goes national — satellite-based network (colour TV 

introduced at Asian Games)
• 1990: Prasar Bharati Act passed; 1997: Prasar Bharati became operational as 

autonomous body
• 1927 = AIR; 1959 = DD; 1982 = रंगीर् TV; 1990 = Prasar Bharati Act; 1997 = 

स्वायत्त क्रर्िाय



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Prasar Bharati / CBFC / Broadcasting  |  PYQ औरMCQ | प्रर्चर भचरती / CBFC / प्रर्चरण

CONFIRMED PYQs — पुगि PYQ (UPSC / SSC / BANK / RAILWAY)

UPSC 2022 Pre: Prasar Bharati is India's public service broadcaster established under?  ANS: Prasar Bharati Act, 1990

SSC CGL 2023: Doordarshan was launched in which year?  ANS: 1959 (September 15, 1959, from Delhi)

UPSC 2021: CBFC is established under?  ANS: Cinematograph Act, 1952  |  Bank PO 2023: Akashvani is name of?  ANS: All India Radio (AIR)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/BANK PATTERN)

• Q. Prasar Bharati — India's public service broadcaster — became operational 
as an autonomous body in which year?

• (a) 1990
• (b) 1993
• (c) 1997
• (d) 2000
• ANS: (c) 1997 — November 23, 1997
• Note: Prasar Bharati Act was passed in 1990 but it became OPERATIONAL on 

November 23, 1997

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about Prasar Bharati:
• 1. Established under Prasar Bharati Act, 1990
• 2. Chairman appointed by Prime Minister directly
• 3. Oversees both Doordarshan and All India Radio
• 4. Doordarshan was first launched in 1959
• (a) 1,2,3  (b) 1,3,4  (c) 2,3,4  (d) 1,2,3,4
• ANS: (b) 1, 3 and 4 — Chairman appointed by President of India (not PM 

directly)
• अध्यक्ष = राष्ट्र पक्रत द्वारा क्रर्युक्त (PM र्ही)ं — Statement 2 गलत
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10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. Prasoon Joshi (lyricist/writer) appointed Prasar Bharati Chairman by I&B 
Ministry

• 2. Prasar Bharati = India's PSB; Prasar Bharati Act 1990; operational Nov 23, 
1997

• 3. Comprises: Doordarshan (est. 1959, ~47 channels) + AIR/Akashvani (est. 
1936, 470+ stations)

• 4. Chairman appointed by President of India; I&B Minister = Ashwini 
Vaishnaw

• 5. CBFC: Cinematograph Act 1952; HQ Mumbai; Prasoon Joshi = CBFC 
Chairperson since Aug 2017

• 1. प्रसूर् र्ोशी (गीतिार/लेखि) I&B मंत्रालय द्वारा प्रसार भारती अध्यक्ष क्रर्युक्त
• 2. प्रसार भारती = भारत िा PSB; अक्रधक्रर्यम 1990; 23 र्वंबर 1997 से संचाक्रलत
• 3. दूरदशार् (1959, ~47 चैर्ल) + AIR/आिाशवाणी (1936, 470+ से्टशर्)
• 4. अध्यक्ष = राष्ट्र पक्रत द्वारा क्रर्युक्त; I&B मंत्री = Ashwini Vaishnaw
• 5. CBFC: Cinematograph Act 1952; HQ मंुबई; प्रसूर् र्ोशी = 2017 से CBFC अध्यक्ष

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

• GS-2 (Polity/Governance): Prasar Bharati autonomy debate; public service 
broadcasting vs private; I&B Ministry role; Article 19(1)(a) (freedom of 
speech); TRAI regulation

• GS-2 (Polity): Entry 31 (Union List) — broadcasting under Centre; Film 
Certification; CBFC's quasi-judicial role

• GS-4 (Ethics): Role of public broadcaster in democracy; political neutrality; 
accountability of autonomous bodies; creative freedom vs regulation

• Essay: 'Public service broadcasting in the age of OTT: Relevance, challenges 
and the road ahead'

• Interview: 'Prasoon Joshi brings creative perspective to Prasar Bharati. What 
does this mean for India's public broadcasting?'

• GS-2: प्रसार भारती स्वायत्तता; PSB बर्ाम क्रर्र्ी; अरु्चे्छद 19(1)(a); TRAI
• GS-4: लोितंत्र में PSB िी भूक्रमिा; रार्र्ीक्रति तटिता; OTT युग में प्रासंक्रगिता
• क्रर्बंध: 'OTT िे युग में सावार्क्रर्ि सेवा प्रसारण: प्रासंक्रगिताऔर चुर्ौक्रतयााँ'
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