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“Your biggest breakthrough
begins when you trust your
effort.”
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In a first, Karnataka govt.
unveils digital grievance
portal for gig workers

They can lodge complaints on pay, working conditions and other disputes on the portal; these

grievances will be automatically routed to aggregators for settlement; govt. to monitor the process

Shilpa Elizabeth

BENGALURU

n a move to secure the

rights of the growing

platform-based labour
force, the Government of
Karnataka has officially op-
erationalised a specialised
grievance redressal me-
chanism for platform-based
gig workers. The mechan-
ism, a first of its kind in In-
dia, has been developed by
the Karnataka Platform-
based Gig Workers’ Board in
collaboration with the De-
partment of e-Governance.

Transparency
With the new initiative com-
ing into force, gig workers
can now officially lodge grie-
vances, including regarding
pay, working conditions,
and platform-specific dis-
putes, through the Integrat-
ed Public Grievance Redres-
sal System (IPGRS) portal.
This creates a formal
bridge between the lakhs of
gig workers in Karnataka
and the technology aggrega-
tors they serve. This is ex-
pected to bring transparen-
cy and legal recourse for a

The gig workforce has so far operated without a formal or legal

dispute resolution framework, FILE PHOTO

workforce that has so far op-
erated without a formal dis-
pute resolution framework.

Under The Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers
(Social Security and Wel-
fare) Act and Rules, every
aggregator platform must
constitute an Internal Dis-
pute Resolution Committee
(IDRC). Grievances filed on
the IPGRS will be automati-
cally routed to the respec-
tive platform’s IDRC to be
addressed and settled with-
in a strictly defined time-
frame. The government will
act as a central facilitator,
monitoring the process to
ensure a smooth and tran-
sparent flow of communica-

tion between workers and
platforms.

‘Every voice is heard’
Labour Minister Santosh
Lad said that Karnataka,
technology capital of the
country, is leveraging this
potential for worker welfare
as well. “By launching this
system, we are ensuring
that the gig economy is no
longer an informal space,
but a structured one where
every worker's wvoice is
heard,” he said.

So far, details of 12 lakh
active gig workers have
been shared by platforms,
according to G. Manjunath,
Additional Labour Commis-

sioner and CEO of the
Board.

Schemes for gig workers,
depending on the platform
they are working for, are al-
so being worked out and
will be placed for delibera-
tion in the next board
meeting.

“The schemes will vary
based on the type of plat-
forms. For example, cab
rides are mostly undertaken
by men whereas urban
domestic activity is underta-
ken mostly by women. It
may also be based on the
contribution made, and the
quantum of gig work done
by a gig worker. Some gig
workers work for more than
eight hours, while some
may work on a few gigs. So,
workload, nature of work,
and time period of work
could vary,” Mr. Manjunath
explained.

“It has to be scientifically
structured based on their ef-
fort and labour. We are
working with experts, in-
cluding academicians from
Briston University, King’s
College, and I1Sc, and other
stakeholders,  including
board members,” he said.



Why in News | Gig Workers Portal |

12 Lakh First IPGRS IDRC 2026

Active Gig Workers Digital Grievance Portal Integrated Public Internal Dispute Operationalised
registered in Karnataka for Gig Workers in India Grievance Redressal Resolution Committee by Karnataka Govt.
(12 T “v'lﬁ?_q) (HRd H Tgd) System Portal (68X aggregator ﬁ) (“El?al'lﬁﬂ fooar 10)

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — §& fa®1a T faPBTH (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

. Karnataka Govt. operationalised a specialised grievance redressal . Hlch TRBR ﬁW—WWWW%WWM
mechanism for platform-based gig workers IECIRUIGEREINGAER !

. Developed by Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers' Board + Dept. of Plch Wb H- MR T 9y drs +éﬂ?ﬁ¥rﬁmmﬁ$@m
e-Governance . IPGRS méammmﬁaﬁﬁ—ém,wqﬁﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁam

. First of its kind in India — gig workers can now lodge official complaints [ aggregatorﬁ IDRC (&n?r%ﬁawwerﬂq&rﬁr) Mf&d Bt
on pay, working conditions and platform-specific disputes Eﬁ"'ﬁ

. Grievances filed on IPGRS will be automatically routed to respective . RIeTad WeEad ®u 3 platform & IDRC Bl ﬂﬁﬁ\_ﬂ@ﬂ — Wﬁ'@lﬁ
platform's IDRC JHI-IHT | FuerT

. Every aggregator platform must constitute an Internal Dispute . WWH@W%WﬁmﬁWW
Resolution Committee (IDRC) — under Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Labour Minister Santosh Lad: T Srfegawr 3 &Izﬁ'qam:lﬁ,

Workers (Social Security & Welfare) Act W&Iﬁwaﬁ"ﬂ'
. Govt. will monitor as central facilitator — smooth, transparent

communication between workers and platforms
J 12 lakh active gig workers' details shared by platforms so far (G.

Manjunath, Addl. Labour Commissioner)



Background, Legal Framework & Constitutional Basis |

GIG ECONOMY — BACKGROUND | fiT arfeaawut ggayfiy KARNATAKA ACT — KEY LEGAL FRAMEWORK | ST Tl

e Gig workers: Platform-based independent workers (Swiggy, Uber, Zomato, Ola, e Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act
Amazon, Urban Company, Dunzo)

e Mandates: Every aggregator MUST constitute IDRC (Internal Dispute Resolution

e India: ~15 million+ gig workers (NITI Aayog 2021); expected to reach 2.35 crore Committee)
by 2030
¢ IPGRS = Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System — gig workers' complaints
* No employment contract - NO job security, benefits, ESI, PF, minimum wage portal
protection

e Grievances auto-routed to platforms' IDRC — settled within defined timeframe
e |LO Report 2025: 8.4 lakh people die from psychosocial work risks annually — gig
workers most at risk e Government = Central facilitator; monitors process; ensures transparency

CODE ON SOCIAL SECURITY 2020 | TTHTIoT® & |igdT 2020 CONSTITUTIONAL & DPSP BASIS | TQUT-I® MY

e Code on Social Security, 2020: First time 'gig workers' and 'platform workers' e Article 21: Right to Life includes right to livelihood and dignified work
defined in Indian law

e Article 38 (DPSP): State to secure social order; reduce income inequalities
e First ever recognition of gig economy workers' rights in Indian legislation
e Article 41 (DPSP): Right to work, education and public assistance
* Provides for ESIC & EPFO coverage for gig workers — implementation pending
e Article 42 (DPSP): Just and humane conditions of work; maternity relief
e Consolidates 9 labour laws including ESI Act, PF Act, Maternity Benefit Act
e Article 43 (DPSP): Living wage + decent conditions of work for all workers
e NITI Aayog 2022 report 'India's Booming Gig and Platform Economy'
recommended protections e Article 246A + 7th Schedule: Labour = Concurrent List — both Centre and State

can legislate
o TSI YR&M WM 2020: T IR T aHR' 3R Wehid ahr’ B B _ .
aRyTT o TG 21, 38, 41, 42, 43 (DPSP); ¥ = THTCH T (% + ST G




Economy, Key Terms & Exam Enrichment |

Gig Worker (ﬁFT 375_{)

Platform-based independent worker with no employment contract; earns per
task/gig. E.g., Swiggy delivery, Uber driver, Urban Company technician

IDRC (IDRC)

Internal Dispute Resolution Committee — mandatory body every aggregator
must form under Karnataka Act to address worker grievances within defined
timeframe

Platform Worker (@?ﬂﬁﬁ aﬁ;{)

Worker who works through an online platform (app/website); broader than gig
worker; includes part-time & full-time; defined first time in Code on Social
Security 2020

Aggregator (Q‘/ﬂiIE?)

A digital platform that connects service providers (workers) with customers. E.g.,
Swiggy, Ola, Uber, Zomato — legally responsible for worker welfare under
Karnataka Act

IPGRS (IPGRS)

Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System — govt. portal where gig workers
file complaints; auto-routes to platform's IDRC; government monitors

Social Security Code 2020

One of 4 Labour Codes that consolidates 9 laws; first legal recognition of
gig/platform workers; ESIC+EPFO coverage possible; implementation pending



PYQs & MCQ, Practice — Gig Workers (UPSC/SSC/Banking/Railway) |

CONFIRMED PYQs — Jf® fohu Te qd adf wy

UPSC 2022 Prelims: 'Gig economy' workers are defined for the FIRST TIME in Indian law under which legislation? ANS: Code on Social Security, 2020

UPSC 2021 Prelims: Article 41 (DPSP) directs State to provide? ANS: Right to work, education and public assistance

SSC CGL 2023: How many Labour Codes were passed in 2020? ANS: 4 Labour Codes (Wages, IR, Social Security, OSHWC)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED

e Q. Karnataka's Digital Grievance Portal for gig workers e Q. Which statements about Karnataka Gig Workers

routes complaints through which portal? Portal are CORRECT?
e (a) DigiLocker e 1. First such digital portal in India
e (b) IPGRS (Integrated Public Grievance Redressal e 2. Everyaggregator must form IDRC under Karnataka
System) Act
e (c) CPGRAMS e 3. Workers can complain on pay, conditions, platform
e (d) PM-Kisan Portal disputes
e ANS: (b) IPGRS — complaints auto-routed to e 4. Centre Govt. developed this portal
platform's IDRC e (a)1,2,3 (b)2,3,4 (c)1,3,4 (d)1,2,3,4
e HIC: CPGRAMS = central govt.; IPGRS = Karnataka's e ANS:(a)1, 2 and 3 only — Centre did NOT develop it

gig worker specific . %:@3{, Karnataka IR A famRrd foar



10 Quick Revision + Mains Angles — Gig Workers |

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + Hl) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

1. Karnataka = India's FIRST state to operationalise digital
grievance portal for gig workers via IPGRS

2. Developed by: Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers' Board +
Dept. of e-Governance

3. Every aggregator MUST constitute IDRC under Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers (Social Security & Welfare) Act

4. 12 lakh active gig workers in Karnataka; details shared by
platforms

5. Code on Social Security 2020: First legal recognition of 'gig
workers' and 'platform workers' in India

1, Picep = HRd H Uga Iy o v gebd o feTT 1pGRs

aiée gaterd febar .

%ﬁﬂfﬂ Karnataka Platform-Based Gig Workers' Board +§TIEI%
HIT

3. UAP aggregator B IDRC T HAT; IPGRS TR FRIBTId

auto-route

%qmﬁ 12 meaﬁ, platforms ﬁﬁaww
5. TSI YR&MT Tigdl 2020: TgaH IR "TRT THR 3R "wehiH
JDhR DI BT TR

GS-3: Gig economy and labour welfare — India's informal
sector transformation; Code on Social Security 2020; Karnataka
Act model

GS-2: State legislation on labour; Centre-State relations
(Labour = Concurrent List); technology-enabled governance
GS-4: Ethics of platform economy — dignity of gig workers;
corporate responsibility of aggregators; algorithmic
management

Essay: 'The gig economy: India's new informal sector challenge'
| 'Technology, labour and social protection in 21st century
India'

Gs-3: TAT SifeaeyT 3R 91 SHedTur; WA YR&f HedT
2020

GS-2: 9H TR I BI; HI! T, TN fIet-Term e
GS-4: WehiH FdTaRIT P aﬁWT; aggregators Pl

foreRY
fyater: T Srefogawr: YRd & 718 SFIT=TR® &3 AT



. MULTI-LANE FREE FLOW BARRIER-LESS TOLLING SYSTEM BECOMES OPERATIONAL AT GUJARAT'S CHORYASI TOLL PLAZA NEAR SURAT; 18 MORE TO FOLLOW

India’s 1stbarrier-less tollbooth opens: How will it speed up ride

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, May 1

IN Asignificant move, National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) Friday operationalised
India’s first Multi-Lane Free
Flow (MLFF) barrier-lesstolling
system at the Choryasi toll
plaza on the Surat-Bharuch
section of NH-48 in Gujarat.

This marks a major mile-
stone in the electronic toll
collection (ETC) infrastructure
of the country, which was
started in 2014.

Under the existing tolling
system, vehicles havetostop at
the fee plaza to pay the user fee.
The MLFF system removes the
need for a boom barriers and
stoppingofvehicles for toll col-
lection. In this advanced sys-
tem, the toll is collected after
high-performance Radio Fre-
quency Identification (RFID)
readers and Automatic
Number Plate Recognition

B | ji—=}

(ANPR) cameras read the FAS-
Tag and Vehicle registration
Number (VRN).

The new system is expected
to reduce travel time, decon-
gest highways (especially near
toll plazas), improve fuel effi-
ciency and lower vehicular
emissions.

Road to MLFF

NHAI took a series of deci-
sions which created an en-
abling platform for the rollout
of MLFF. This was done to
create arobust legal framework
so that the road users do not
find loopholes to avoid toll
charges as MLFF has minimum
human interventions to cross-
check the errors.

One of the earliest decision
was mandating the use of High
Security Registration Plates
(HSRP). This was done to en-
sure that specially designed
ANPR cameras can read
number plates, even in MLFF

The MLFF system works without a boom barrier and vehicles are
not supposed to stop for toll payment. express

system. The other key decision
was ‘One Vehicle, One FASTag’.
It stopped the usage of
single FASTag for multiple ve-
hicles or linking multiple FAS-
Tags to a particular vehicle.
The NHAI and Ministry of

Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) recently took two key
decisions in run-up to the im-
plementation of MLFF in Cho-
ryasi. In March, MoRTH issued
new National Highway Fee
rules to deal with the unpaid

user fee cases, meaning that the
vehicle passing at the toll gate
are recorded but the toll is not
paid. It says that in such cases,
commuters will have to pay
double the applicable toll
amount at the respective toll
plaza. However, if it is paid
within 72 hours, only the orig-
inal user fee will apply.

An e-notice will be issued
with the vehicle details, the
date and location of occurrence
and the user fee payable.

The rules also paved the way
for integrating the National
Electronic Toll Collection sys-
tem with the National Vehicle
Registry for enforcement
measures and the realisation of
unpaid user fees.

Apart from this, last month,
NHAI issued direction to all
FASTag-issuing banks to im-
mediately validate Vehicle Reg-
istration Numbers (VRNSs) or
license plate numbers linked to
the FASTags they have issued.

The agency alsodirected banks
to blacklist FASTags found
linked to incorrect or invalid
VRNs. The direction was issued
because in the absence of
human intervention in toll de-
duction system in MLFF at the
toll gate, a mismatch in the
VRN linked to the FASTag
could see commuters pass
without paying the fee.

MLFF to come at other

plazastoo

IHMCL has awarded the
contract for MLFF at 18 toll pla-
zas. A senior IHMCL official
said that the government has
planned to implement MLFF at
over 200 toll plazas every year.
“There are around 800 public
funded toll plazas. Our priority
isto firstimplement the system
at these places. Now the
tenders are also being awarded

inbundles,” he said.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



India’'s First
Barrier-Less

Toll Booth Opens

MLFF System at Choryasi, Surat (NH-48, Gujarat)

Multi-Lane Free Flow | RFID + ANPR | NHAI + MoRTH | 18 more plazas to follow

Current Affairs | UPSC CSE / State PSC / SSC / Railway

YR BT Ugdl STUT-Had <Id §4: MLFF JOMTe | S, ot



Why in News | India's 1st MLFF Barrier-Less Toll | ol | R | HIRAd BT Ugdll MLFF EIT%IT-HTR'IE:]FTQH

MLFF NH-48

Multi-Lane Free Flow Surat-Bharuch Section
(F8-TH o UdTE) (T e TSI,
System — India's 1st TR0 d)

2014

ETC (Electronic Toll
Collection) infrastructure
started in India

200+

Toll plazas/year govt.
plans to implement
MLFF system

18+

More plazas to get
MLFF (IHMCL contract
awarded)

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — §& fa®1a T fAPBTH (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

NHAI (National Highways Authority of India) operationalised India's first
Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) barrier-less tolling at Choryasi toll plaza,
Surat-Bharuch section, NH-48, Gujarat

Vehicles NO longer need to stop — toll collected via RFID readers +
ANPR cameras (Automatic Number Plate Recognition)

Cameras read FASTag + Vehicle Registration Number (VRN)
automatically

Expected benefits: Reduce travel time, decongest highways, improve
fuel efficiency, lower vehicular emissions

'One Vehicle, One FASTag' policy — usage of single FASTag for multiple
vehicles stopped

Mandatory High Security Registration Plates (HSRP) — so ANPR
cameras can read in MLFF system

IHMCL = Indian Highways Management Company Limited — awarded
MLFF contract for 18 plazas

NHAI (TS TSR] YTerehRun) 3 ATt SIed Wiroll, NH-48, TORTd TR
YRd T Ugell MLFF STHT-Hekd CIieiTT Trierd foba

a8 1 ST 181 GBIV — RFID TS + ANPR HHR  TaaTferd clel
NER

W FASTag + Vehicle Registration Number (VRN) qéjil _

AT I §HY A, fahoie, S8 geéfdT, ool H B!

T dTeH, Uh FASTag' — UeTTeIeh dTg I o Q7T Uehel FASTag T SUTIT
§c

3I1aTd HSRP (High Security Registration Plates) — ANPR ¥R MLFF |

TR @I Ug
gfd FASTag + VRN Td o1 QT: fSHT YT ToRT > GR[AT Yedb; 72 ©¢
o YA IR dad Gd Job




Technology, Policy Framework & How MLFF Works | Iﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ, “Hifa <= 3R MLFF ﬁmm%

HOW MLFF WORKS — MLFF & ®TH $Idl & KEY TECHNOLOGIES | {331 Wtenfiifear

Step 1: Vehicle approaches toll plaza — NO BOOM BARRIER RFID (Radio Frequency Identification): Chip in FASTag communicates with overhead
readers; contactless; works at highway speeds
Step 2: Overhead gantry with RFID readers scans FASTag on windshield
ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition): Al-powered cameras; reads VRN
Step 3: ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) cameras photograph VRN even in MLFF; requires HSRP for clarity
(Vehicle Registration Number)
FASTag (RFID-based): Passive RFID tag on windshield; linked to bank prepaid

Step 4: System cross-matches FASTag with National Vehicle Registry (NVR) account; mandatory for all vehicles (since Feb 2021)
Step 5: Toll deducted automatically from linked bank account — vehicle keeps HSRP (High Security Registration Plates): Tamper-proof plates with laser-etched
moving VRN; mandatory for MLFF

If VRN mismatch: Recorded as 'user fee case' - e-notice issued - double toll if not
paid in 72 hours

If FASTag blacklisted: Banks directed to validate VRN/license plate linked to FASTag * Mandatory HSRP — ANPR cameras can read in MLFF (no human needed)
National Electronic Toll Collection system integrated with National Vehicle Registry * 'O'ne Vehicle, One FASTag' — single FASTag per vehicle; no linking multiple
for enforcement vehicles

IRUT: T8 3‘I'I?|T% -> RFID FASTag IHT > ANPR VRN BBIEl = National Vehicle * New National Highway Fee Rules (March) — deals with unpaid user fees

Registry I A - TId el - g 31 §¢l
e MoRTH directions to FASTag banks: Validate VRNSs; blacklist incorrect FASTag-VRN

pairs

* National ETC <= National Vehicle Registry integration for enforcement



Constitutional, Economic & Historical Context — MLFF | ﬁﬂTﬁﬁ, e Gﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂmﬂ?{’l—f — MLFF

POLITY & INSTITUTIONS | Wﬁm ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE | WW

NHAI (National Highways Authority of India): Statutory body under NHAI Act 1988; Reduce idle fuel consumption at toll plazas: India loses millions of litres of fuel due
under MoRTH; responsible for development, maintenance and management of to stop-and-go at toll plazas
national highways

Reduce logistics costs: India's logistics cost = ~13-14% of GDP (vs 8% in USA, 10%
MoRTH (Ministry of Road Transport and Highways): Nodal ministry; issued new global average); toll delays add cost
National Highway Fee Rules; directed FASTag banks

PM GatiShakti National Master Plan: MLFF aligns with PM GatiShakti — seamless
IHMCL (Indian Highways Management Company): NHAI subsidiary; manages ETC multi-modal connectivity, reduce logistics costs
(Electronic Toll Collection) infrastructure; awarded MLFF contracts

Reduce vehicular emissions: Less idling = less CO2/NOx; aligns with India's NDC
Art. 246 + Entry 23 (Union List): 'Highways declared by Parliament to be national targets under Paris Agreement
highways' — Centre's exclusive domain; NH development = Centre's responsibility

HISTORY OF TOLLING IN INDIA | HIRd H 2ifeiiT @1 sfag™ GLOBAL CONTEXT | af¥yep Tgaf

Pre-2014: Manual toll collection — long queues, leakage, corruption MLFF already operational in: USA (E-ZPass), Singapore (ERP2 — world's most
advanced), Germany (Autobahn), Sweden, South Korea, Australia
2014: Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) infrastructure started in India
Singapore's ERP2 (2023): Uses GPS + On-Board Unit — fully dynamic pricing by
Feb 2021: FASTag made mandatory for all vehicles (by MoRTH); 100% FASTag-only congestion level — most advanced in world
lanes
India's 800 public toll plazas: MLFF to first be implemented on all — then expanded
March 2024: MoRTH issued new National Highway Fee Rules — deal with unpaid
user fees Global logistics: OECD nations average 7-9% logistics cost/GDP; MLFF contributes
to reducing India's 13-14%
2026 (May 1): India's first MLFF barrier-less toll operational at Choryasi, Gujarat
(NH-48)



PYQs & MCQ Practice — MLFF / NHAI / Roads (UPSC/SSC/Banking/Railway) | PYQ MR McQ AT — MLFF /
NHAI / I8P

CONFIRMED PYQs — Jf® fohu 70 gd adf wy

UPSC 2023 Prelims: FASTag uses which technology for toll collection? ANS: RFID (Radio Frequency Identification)
SSC CGL 2022: NHAI was established under which Act? ANS: National Highways Authority of India Act, 1988

Railway RRB 2023: National Highways in India fall under which List of 7th Schedule? ANS: Union List (Entry 23) | UPSC 2022: PM GatiShakti aims to? ANS: Multi-modal
connectivity and reduce logistics costs

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/RAILWAY PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

Q. India’s first Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) barrier-
less tolling system was operationalised on which
National Highway?

(a) NH-44 (Delhi-Kanyakumari)

(b) NH-48 (Surat-Bharuch section, Gujarat)

(c) NH-8 (Delhi-Mumbai)

(d) NH-27 (East-West Corridor)

ANS: (b) NH-48, Choryasi toll plaza, Surat-Bharuch,
Gujarat

Ie: NHAI T May 2026 ® aTferd faT: 18 3R plazas
M 8

Q. Consider statements about India's MLFF system:

1. MLFF uses RFID and ANPR cameras; vehicles do not
stop

2. ETC infrastructure in India was started in 2014

3. FASTag was made mandatory in February 2023

4. IHMCL is a subsidiary of NHAI

(a) 1,2,4 (b) 1,2,3 (c) 2,3,4 (d) 1,2,3,4

ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 4 only — FASTag mandatory in Feb
2021, NOT 2023

FASTag 3IARI: TR 2021 (2023 Tol) — Statement
3 cdd



10 Revision Points + ETC vs MLFF Comparison — Roads | 10 gwqf%rfag + ETC d-TH MLFF eI

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + Hl) ETC vs MLFF vs GLOBAL BEST | dc-T

e 1. MLFF = Multi-Lane Free Flow: No boom barrier; RFID + ANPR cameras; vehicle
does not stop

Old ETC / FASTag MLFF (India)

e 2. Location: Choryasi toll plaza, Surat-Bharuch section, NH-48, Gujarat — India's
FIRST Stop required? Yes (slow lane) NO

* 3. NHAI operationalised; ETC infrastructure started 2014; FASTag mandatory
since Feb 2021 Boom barrier? Yes NO

® 4. One Vehicle, One FASTag — HSRP mandatory for ANPR readability

Technology RFID only RFID + ANPR
¢ 5. IHMCL awarded MLFF contract for 18 plazas; 200+ plazas/year planned
e 1. MLEE: ag:[aﬁ'qqqﬁ’ RFID + ANPR; dTg qg:fg,q)(-” VRN check? Manual/limited Auto ANPR
o 2. RJ: AT, NH-48, TORTd — HRd H Ugal
Queue? Yes No

e 3. NHAI; ETC 2014; FASTag 3ffarf BRasl 2021
e 4, U dig, Uh FASTag; ANPR a;%rq HSRP &rﬁaﬁf Evasion? Manual check Auto double toll

e 5. IHMCL = 18 plazas & foTT MLFF contract f&T; 200+ Ufd a8 TiomT

India example All existing plazas NH-48 Choryasi



{4 Indian Skimmer Conservationist
Wins Whitley Award 2026




News Context

Award Given By

Nickname of Award

Field Recognised

Species Focus

Conservation Model

Associated Organisation

Key Habitat

Species Status

Unique Feature of Bird

Global Distribution

Major Threats

Indian conservationist Parveen Shaikh wins Whitley Award 2026

UK-based Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN)

"Green Oscars” of conservation

Wildlife conservation (grassroots level)

Indian Skimmer (Rynchops albicollis)

Community-led conservation approach

Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS)

River ecosystems, especially Chambal River

Endangered (IUCN Red List)

Lower mandible longer = skims water surface to catch fish

India hosts ~90% of global population

Habitat loss, river pollution, sand mining, human disturbance



Global Distribution India hosts ~90% of global population

Major Threats Habitat loss, river pollution, sand mining, human disturbance
Impact of Initiative Population increased from ~400 (2017) - ~1000 (2025)

Key Strategy Used Local “river guardians” for nest protection and monitoring

Future Expansion Expansion to Prayagraj (Ganga-Yamuna confluence)

New Measures Planned GPS-based monitoring, predator-proofing, community involvement

Importance for Exams Example of community participation in conservation success



Q. Consider the following statements:

Indian Skimmer is primarily found in forest ecosystems.

India hosts the majority of the global population of Indian Skimmer.
Whitley Award is given for grassroots wildlife conservation efforts.
Which of the above is/are correct?

* (A) 2 and 3 only
(B) 1 and 2 only
(C) 1 and 3 only
(D)1,2and 3
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NGT directs southern States to use clean air funds

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal’s Southern Zone Bench
in Chennai has directed all
five southern States and
the Puducherry Union Ter-
ritory to ensure “strict and
time-bound implementa-
tion” of their State Action
Plans (SAP) under the Na-

tional Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP).
The judgment flags per-

sistent particulate pollu-
tion across the region and
warns that continued un-
der-utilisation of clean air
funds could attract envi-
ronmental compensation.

These directions as-
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The Bench flagged that more than 86% of utilised funds went to
road dust control, with just 6.6% on vehicular emissions. FILE PHOTO

sume significance as they
put the spotlight on air pol-
lution governance in the
southern States — an issue
that largely dominates the
northern regions, particu-

larly Delhi-NCR.

The tribunal recorded
that Karnataka had re-
ceived ¥597.54 crore bet-
ween 2019-20 and 2023-24,
with Bengaluru alone re-

ceiving ¥541.1 crore but uti-
lising only 13% by October
2024. A subsequent affida-
vit reported that 76% of to-
tal funds released up to
2025-26 had been utilised
by September 2025.
However, the Bench
flagged that more than
86% of utilised funds went
to road dust control, with
just 6.6% on vehicular
emissions and 4.1% on bio-
mass burning — describing
this as “disproportionate
expenditure” that must be
“rationalised”. “In the
event of continued under-
utilisation or ineffective de-
ployment of funds, the tri-
bunal may consider impo-
sition of environmental

compensation. The State of
Karnataka and its Urban
Local Bodies, particularly
Bengaluru, shall ensure ef-
fective utilisation of funds
allocated under NCAP and
the Finance Commission
within a time-bound man-
ner,” the order noted.

The tribunal issued 13
directions, including sec-
tor-wise implementation
roadmaps within  six
months, monthly review
meetings in Karnataka,
and the establishment of
an “appropriate institu-
tional arrangement” for
airshed-level coordination
among southern States. A
compliance report is due
in six months.
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Why in News | NGT Clean Air Direction | o<1 | | NGTWHT{[ﬁI%QT

NGT NCAP X597cr 86% 13

Southern Zone Bench, National Clean Air Karnataka received Utilised funds went Directions issued by
Chennai — directed Programme — funds 2019-24 for clean air to road dust control NGT: sector roadmaps,
5 states + Puducherry under-utilised (X541cr - Bengaluru) (disproportionate) monthly reviews

KEY FINDINGS (EN) — J&I f st @ fsh (HI) — KEY FINDINGS

. NGT Southern Zone Bench (Chennai) directed all 5 southern states J NG'I;E'fE‘l'Uﬁ RELIE] @ﬂg) = 5 gfeolt Il + g@%ﬁﬁ NCAP %a%amq

(Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala) + Puducherry to S gIo13H b 'hS G?R AHYG & BTG Bl
ensure 'strict and time-bound implementation' of State Action Plans (SAP) . PP Bl 2597.54 mﬁl@f (2019-24); W 3l DI X541.1 m
under NCAP cifdh 3fagaR 2024 Th Had 13%
e Karnataka received X597.54 crore (2019-20 to 2023-24); Bengaluru alone o dIC P UYUF H 2025-26 AP 76% BT ITART STl
received X541.1 crore but utilised only 13% by October 2024 . 86% TN Yddgh %mﬁuawuv, Had 6.6% TJI'IB:[B?HGT:IW —
J Subsequent affidavit: 76% of total funds released up to 2025-26 had been '31‘1L‘||(1E5n|"| ' D AL I
utilised by September 2025 . NGT & 13 Fcr: eﬁaawﬂtczﬁu (6 Iléﬁ); HTRYh THI&T éa%; airshed
. BUT: 86% of utilised funds went to road dust control; only 6.6% on vehicular JHdY
emissions; 4.1% on biomass burning — 'disproportionate expenditure' to be . @f{ﬂé’ﬁf{ &Iﬁww, Wﬁfﬁ -> yafarufi &‘Iﬁl’{ﬁ
rationalised
J NGT 13 Directions: Sector-wise roadmaps (6 months); monthly review

meetings in Karnataka; 'appropriate institutional arrangement' for airshed-
level coordination among southern states

. Compliance report due in six months; under-utilisation or ineffective
deployment = environmental compensation



NGT, NCAP & Air Quality Framework | NGT, NCAP Gﬁ?ﬁTﬁﬂUﬁﬁTﬁﬂT

NGT — NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL | Y1810 gRd aiftrevor NCAP — NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAMME | ITS1T T3 a1 PRIHH

Established under NGT Act 2010; commenced July 18, 2010 Launched: January 2019 by MoEFCC (Ministry of Environment, Forest and
J Principal Bench: New Delhi; Zonal Benches: Chennai (Southern), Bhopal Climate Change)
(Central), Pune (Western), Kolkata (Eastern) J Goal: Achieve 20-30% reduction in PM2.5 and PM10 concentrations by 2024
. Powers: Hear cases related to environmental laws; can award compensation; (base year 2017); extended to 40% by 2026
can impose penalties J Covers: 131 Non-Attainment Cities (cities with air quality worse than
. Jurisdiction: Environment Protection Act 1986, Forest Conservation Act National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 5 consecutive years)
1980, Water Act 1974, Air Act 1981, Biological Diversity Act 2002 . Southern cities covered: Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Visakhapatnam,
J Cannot try offences under IPC — only civil environmental liability Kochi, Thiruvananthapuram among others
. NGT Act 2010; H¥HTcY: s faeett; lémf dis: =es; arg iU 1981 & . Funding: Central + State + Urban Local Bodies; NCAP + 15th Finance
ded 3YBR 833[ Commission grants
. qg: ZOZGWPMZSBﬁTPMlOfMO%W 131 TR-UITTGT MEX; MoEFCC
gIR12019 ’-‘Z\RK
NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standards): Set by CPCB; PM2.5 = 60 Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981: Central Pollution Control
ug/m3 (24hr avg); PM10 = 100 pg/m3 Board (CPCB) under MoEFCC; State PCBs
J AQl (Air Quality Index): 6 categories — Good (0-50), Satisfactory, Moderate, . Environment Protection Act, 1986: Umbrella legislation; empowers Centre to
Poor, Very Poor, Severe (401+) take measures for environmental protection
J PM2.5: Fine particles <2.5 micrometers — enter lungs + bloodstream; cause J Article 21 (Right to Life): SC in M.C. Mehta vs Union (1996) — right to clean
CVD, lung cancer air = part of Art. 21
. Airshed: Geographic area where air quality is interconnected across J Article 48A (DPSP): State shall endeavour to protect and improve
administrative boundaries — e.g., Indo-Gangetic Plain ) environment
. AQl 6 QﬁI'CIT PM2.5<2.5 W’Jﬂa Airshed = HITIfer 833[\?@73?1 J Article 51A(g) (Fundamental Duty): Every citizen's duty to protect and
RUCKI Wﬁﬁ?ﬁ improve natural environment

e 3T®q 21, 48A (DPSP), 51A(g) (eI cfad); arg SfAfT 1981; EPA

1986; M.C. Mehta HIHT



PYQs & MCQ Practice — NGT / NCAP / Air Quality | PYQ MR MCQ | NGT / NCAP / dTg T[UTdI

CONFIRMED PYQs — E@' PYQ (UPSC / SSC / BANK / RAILWAY)

UPSC 2023 Pre: NGT was established under? ANS: NGT Act, 2010

UPSC 2022 Pre: NCAP launched by which ministry? ANS: MoEFCC (Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change), 2019

SSC CGL 2023: Article 48A (DPSP) deals with? ANS: Protection and improvement of environment | UPSC 2021: Fundamental Duty to protect environment? ANS: Article 51A(g)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/BANK PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

. Q. The National Green Tribunal's Southern Zone Bench is located in which . Q. Consider statements about NCAP:
city? . 1. NCAP was launched in January 2019 by MoEFCC
. (a) Bengaluru . 2. It covers 131 Non-Attainment Cities
. (b) Hyderabad J 3. Original target was 20-30% reduction in PM2.5 & PM10 by 2024
. (c) Chennai . 4. NGT Act was passed in 2012
. (d) Kochi . (@) 1,2,3 (b) 2,3,4 (c)1,2,4 (d)1,2,3,4
J ANS: (c) Chennai . ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 3 only — NGT Act passed in 2010, NOT 2012
. Note: Principal Bench = New Delhi; Other benches: Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata; . NGT 3MfITH 2010 fftlTF\’_cf, 2012 f['_-lélf — Statement 4 T[cdd

Southern = Chennai



10 Revision Points + Mains Angles — NGT/NCAP | 10 H‘ITIQ'R’[ + H’@IT\&&IT | NGT/NCAP

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

1. NGT Southern Zone Bench (Chennai) directed 5 southern states +
Puducherry under NCAP

2. Karnataka received X597.54 cr (2019-24); Bengaluru X541.1 cr — only 13%
utilised by Oct 2024

3. 86% spent on road dust control; only 6.6% on vehicular emissions —
'disproportionate’

4. NGT issued 13 directions; sector-wise roadmaps in 6 months; monthly
reviews in Karnataka

5. NCAP: January 2019, MoEFCC; 131 Non-Attainment Cities; 40%
PM2.5/PM10 reduction by 2026

1. NGT &féroft &1 die 3 5 Il + Ig = &1 Neap & dgd e

2. PHAICH 2597 Obils d‘l(j_,b 3541 OMIS Had 13%3@"'[313%3?2024
3.86% Hsh UR; 6.6% dlgd '31';j,l-|lc|6I'-| oy

4.NGT & 13 . 6 TEI- T Aedy; qafaRoiy

5. NCAP: SRt 2019, MoEFCC; 131 R0gY¥; 2026 dd 40% G RGP

ey o= dg

GS-3 (Environment): NCAP effectiveness; particulate pollution in South India;
air quality governance; CPCB role; AQl monitoring

GS-2 (Governance/Polity): NGT's role in environmental governance; Art. 21
(right to clean air); Art. 48A (DPSP); Art. 51A(g) (Fundamental Duty); Centre-
State coordination on environment

GS-3 (Economy): Cost of air pollution — WHO estimates India loses 1.4%
GDP; logistics cost of pollution on agriculture

GS-3: Airshed approach — trans-boundary air pollution; PM2.5 vs PM10;
seasonal variation (winter smog, summer dust)

Essay: 'Clean air as a fundamental right: India's challenge of governance vs
aspiration’

GS-3: NCAP UHTGRITCdT; GT&0T 4R  a1g UGHUT; CPCB; AQ!

GS-2: NGT; 31;1?&9(1 21 (¥d=5 d[Y); 48A (DPSP); 51A(g) (Iﬁm

& T T: T 3R HTHTE Er?rﬁ?ﬁ
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Centre launches
emergency alert
system for citizens

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Mobile phones across the
country went abuzz after
Union Telecom Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
launched the cell broad-
cast alert system on Satur-
day that will warn citizens
about emergency and nat-
ural disasters in their area.

The Department of Tele-
com had already alerted ci-
tizens about the trial run of
the service on April 29 to
avoid panic, with an ap-
peal to ignore any alerts
they receive.

The test message read:
“Extremely Severe Alert.
India launched Cell Broad-
cast using indigenous tech-
nology, for instant disaster
alerting service for its citi-
zens. Alert citizens, safe
nation. No action is re-
quired by the public upon
receipt of this message.
This is a test message- Go-
vernment of India.”

The alert system was
sent across the network of
all  telecom operators
across the country, except
in poll-bound States.

‘Indigenous technology’

“Union Minister for Com-
munications, Jyotiraditya

Women show their mobile
phones after receiving an alert
message on Saturday. PTI

Scindia, today launched
the Cell Broadcast Alert
System, developed indige-
nously by C-DOT in collab-
oration with the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), under
the guidance of Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah,” an offi-
cial statement said.

Through this system,
critical information related
to disasters, emergencies,
and public safety will be
transmitted directly and
instantly to citizens’ mo-
bile phones, the statement
said. The system is based
on the Common Alerting
Protocol (CAP) as recom-
mended by the UN body
International Telecommu-
nication Union.



Why in News | Cell Broadcast Alert System | o<1 | o | A NSPRC Add YUITel!

C-DOT NDMA CAP All Apr 29

Developed indigenously National Disaster Mgmt Common Alerting Telecom networks Trial run date;
by Centre for Development Authority — collaborated Protocol — ITU/UN alerted (except Scindia launched on
of Telematics for this system recommended standard poll-bound states) Saturday (May 3)
KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — g‘@ﬁﬁ)‘m a@ﬁm (H1) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

J Union Telecom Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched the Cell Broadcast J W §?F|€||€ IﬁﬁJyotlradltya Scindia = Cell Broadcast Alert S /stem FﬂE[

Alert System — will warn citizens about emergencies and natural disasters in fopar — Wﬁ GWW 3R 3MTGI31 o §1 H IdTa-! Tl

their area e  C-DOT (YR BR SddUHC ATh )ﬁNDMA%W@E&Qﬁ
. Developed indigenously by C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics) in W@ﬁﬁﬁ ‘]_s’qﬁ)fAmlt Shah & f[

collaboration with NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority) under . ITU (&IFR'T@'C[ §QF|€IR £313) P! RIBIRT TR AP (WTF-[ GIFT%TW) R
guidance of Home Minister Amit Shah

. Based on CAP (Common Alerting Protocol) as recommended by ITU . IIB@'CI;UT AT & HETSd BiF WR e 3R XA SMMUGl/3MUTdRTd G|

(International Telecommunication Union) — a UN specialised agency

J System transmits critical disaster/emergency information directly and J 29 &ﬁaaﬁuﬁmm QGITTI'CIT '‘Extremely Severe Alert — wa"‘fﬁ
instantly to citizens' mobile phones SERICR AN AHUcal I qdT’

. Test message on April 29: 'Extremely Severe Alert. India launched Cell . IHT telecom operators & Hedd U Vel T — WWW@
Broadcast using indigenous technology, for instant disaster alerting service. BIEERY

Alert citizens, safe nation. No action required.'
J Sent across all telecom operators' networks — EXCEPT in poll-bound states
(to avoid disruption)



C-DOT, CAP, NDMA & Disaster Management Framework | C-DOT, CAP, NDMA 3R GWQETWWE\I%T

C-DOT + CELL BROADCAST TECHNOLOGY NDMA + DISASTER MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics): India's premier telecom R&D NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority): Established under
centre; established 1984; under Dept. of Telecom (DoT); developed multiple Disaster Management Act, 2005; Chairperson = Prime Minister of India;
indigenous telecom technologies responsible for laying down national policies on disaster management
J Cell Broadcast: Technology that sends text messages to ALL mobile phones . Disaster Management Act, 2005: Post-2004 Tsunami; provides 3-tier
in a geographic area simultaneously — unlike SMS which is one-to-one; structure — NDMA (national) + SDMA (state) + DDMA (district)
cannot be blocked by the user; does not require internet . NDRF (National Disaster Response Force): Established under DM Act 2005;
J CAP (Common Alerting Protocol): International standard for emergency 16 battalions; rescue and relief
alerts; recommended by ITU; used globally (WEA in USA, J-Alert in Japan, . NDMA & HE = U%I'IT-I'JZE?I; DM Act 2005 (2004 tsunami %W); 3T
EU-Alert in Europe) NDMA-SDMA-DDMA; NDRF =16

. YR TR CAP-3THTRA: C- DOT GRT 1984 T R&D; Cell Broadcast = T

1Y g AlTSd Bl T, Se-C DI SRexd ol

POLITY & CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS GLOBAL COMPARISONS & ITU

Entry 31 (Union List): Posts and telegraphs; telephones; wireless; ITU (International Telecommunication Union): UN specialised agency; HQ
broadcasting — Centre's exclusive domain Geneva; regulates global telecom; CAP is its recommended standard for
o Disaster Management Act 2005: Section 6 — NDMA powers; Section 8 — emergency alerts
NDMA functions including early warning systems J USA: WEA (Wireless Emergency Alerts) — FEMA-operated; used for tornado,
J Article 21: Right to life — includes right to be warned about imminent amber alerts, presidential alerts
dangers (life-saving alerts) J Japan: J-Alert — world's most sophisticated EWS; earthquake/tsunami alerts
. DoT (Department of Telecom) under Ministry of Communications — nodal in seconds
for telecom regulation; works with TRAI J EU: EU-Alert under Cell Broadcast; each member state implements
. Entry 31 = Union List; DM Act 2005 — YIRT 6, 8; 31’1@&9('( 21 = St &1 nationally

HRABR (ST TR T AT T2 e ITU=UN &I fo=RIY TSI, HQ [SAT; USA = WEA (FEMA); Japan = J-Alert; EU
= EU-Alert



PYQs & MCQ, Practice — Cell Broadcast / DM Act / NDMA | PYQ 3R Mcq | Cell Broadcast / 3TUGT Ua Y=

CONFIRMED PYQs — E@' PYQ (UPSC / SSC / BANK / RAILWAY)

UPSC 2022 Pre: Disaster Management Act, 2005 was enacted following which disaster? ANS: 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami

UPSC 2021 Pre: Chairperson of NDMA is? ANS: Prime Minister of India

Railway RRB 2023: C-DQT is India's premier telecom R&D institution. It functions under? ANS: Dept. of Telecommunications (DoT) | SSC 2022:ITU is a specialised agency of?
ANS: United Nations (HQ Geneva)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/BANK PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

. Q. India's Cell Broadcast Alert System was developed indigenously by which . Q. Consider statements about Cell Broadcast Alert System:
organisation? J 1. Based on CAP (Common Alerting Protocol) recommended by ITU

J (a) ISRO J 2. NDMA Chairperson is the Home Minister of India

J (b) DRDO J 3. Developed indigenously by C-DOT in collaboration with NDMA

J (c) C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics) J 4. Cell Broadcast sends alerts to ALL phones in a geographic area

J (d) TRAI J (@) 1,3,4 (b) 1,2,3 (c)2,3,4 (d) 1,2,3,4

J ANS: (c) C-DOT — in collaboration with NDMA, under Dept. of Telecom J ANS: (a) 1, 3 and 4 — NDMA Chairperson is PM, NOT Home Minister

. Note: C-DOT est. 1984; developed in partnership with NDMA; launched by . NDMA o HEE = U%I'IT-ITEﬁ ‘]—6'1:5?[:1%3[ — Statement 2 TTdd

Jyotiraditya Scindia



10 Revision Points + Mains — Cell Broadcast Alert | 10 H:Rﬂﬁf + 'ﬂ'@q'\&&ﬂ | Cell Broadcast

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

1. Cell Broadcast Alert System launched by Union Telecom Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia

2. Developed indigenously by C-DOT (est. 1984, under DoT) + NDMA
collaboration

3. Based on CAP (Common Alerting Protocol) — ITU (UN agency, HQ Geneva)
recommended

4. NDMA: DM Act 2005; Chairperson = PM of India; post-2004 Indian Ocean
Tsunami

5. Trial run on April 29; test message sent across all telecom operators
(except poll-bound states)

1. Cell Broadcast Alert System — Jyotiraditya Scindia ( . Ti’?ﬁ) ?{IT[FITH
2. C-DOT (1984, DoT & dgd) + NDMA%WW@%

3. CAP (ITU 3RIRYd) TR 3merid

4. NDMA: DM Act 2005; S = U%I'I:ITFF[; 2004 tsunami %ﬁaﬂa

5. 29 U TAE0T; JHT telecom operators BT WSl (TATA Il ! BISHR)

GS-2 (Governance): Disaster management framework; NDMA; DM Act 2005;
early warning systems; Centre-State-District 3-tier structure

GS-3 (Disaster Management + Science): Cell Broadcast technology; CAP;
indigenous development (C-DOT); disaster risk reduction; Sendai Framework
2015-30

GS-2 (Science/Polity): Entry 31 (Union List) — telecom as Centre's domain;
ITU as UN agency

Essay: 'Disaster management in India: From reactive response to proactive
preparedness'

Interview: 'C-DOT developed India's emergency alert indigenously. What
does this signify for India's telecom capabilities?'

GS-2: 3TUGT USH; NDMA; DM Act 2005; 3-IR1T AT

GS-3: Cell Broadcast; CAP; ; Sendai Framework

ey “HRd # 3y ysYq: ufafhamsita ¥ Ifha g™} ot iR
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Prasoon Joshi appointed
Prasar Bharati Chairman

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
has appointed noted lyricist and writer Prasoon
Joshi as the Chairman of Prasar Bharati.
“Prasoonyji is a rare creative spirit celebrated
across the world in advertising, literature, art and
cinema, yet his heart beats unmistakably for
India. His words carry the fragrance of our soil,
and his vision reflects the timeless essence of our
culture,” 1&B Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said. Mr.
Joshi had earlier served as the Chairperson of the
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC),
Mumbai, since August 2017. In December 2025,
then Prasar Bharati Board Chairman Navneet
Kumar Sehgal had resigned from the position.




Why in News | Prasoon Joshi — Prasar Bharati Chairman | o<1 | | W\?ﬁ?ﬁ — YOI HRd! 3{eae

Prasoon 1&B CBEC 2025 Prasar

Joshi Min, | Bharati

Noted lyricist, Ministry of Info & Prasoon Joshi Dec 2025: Navneet Autonomous PSB:

writer, ad-man Broadcasting — served as CBFC Kumar Sehgal Doordarshan +
appointed Chairman appointing authority Chairperson since 2017 resigned as Chairman All India Radio

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — H@'ﬁm a@ﬁwm (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT
e  Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) J |&Bﬁamﬁuﬂ5dlailﬁw YRl & & & =Y

appointed Prasoon Joshi as Chairman of Prasar Bharati frﬁgaa%m

e  Prasoon Joshi: Noted lyricist (Rang De Basanti, Taare o U SR TRSATd Tdh R (W%aﬁ?ﬁ, ?I]B\’\_fljﬂ:ftﬁ), .
Zameen Par), writer, advertising professional; celebrated éw, ﬁwwﬁiﬁa?, ﬁ?‘lTCIT'T, GT%W, o 3R REar o

globally in advertising, literature, art and cinema a'f%lOb Yo di-
e Joshi earlier served as Chairperson of CBFC (Central e IR USd 3FRd 2017 ¥ CBFC (@‘c;aaﬁ 31 fthed
Board of Film Certification), Mumbai — since August H%WQFD, Hﬁg% e b U T HRRd A
2017 o fQHR 2025 H, TP TR HIRG dls 3TE& Navneet
° In December 2025, then Prasar Bharati Board Chairman Kumar Sehgal %f Ua @ $%dnll-hl %Cﬂ Yl
Navneet Kumar Sehgal had resigned from the position e TR YRG! = HRd BT Idoli—d Jal YIR®: g@q&zfﬂ
— vacancy then filled by Prasoon Joshi (TV) + 3BTl (AIR)

e  Prasar Bharati = India's public service broadcaster:
Doordarshan (TV) + All India Radio (AIR)



Prasar Bharati, CBFC & Broadcasting Framework | UHIY ‘J-I'RT'ﬁ, CBFC GﬁTWITUT?E\I%IT

PRASAR BHARATI — COMPLETE PROFILE CBFC — CENTRAL BOARD OF FILM CERTIFICATION

Prasar Bharati = Broadcasting Corporation of India; established under Prasar J CBFC (Central Board of Film Certification): Established under Cinematograph

Bharati Act, 1990; became operational November 23, 1997 Act, 1952; HQ Mumbai
J Public Service Broadcaster (PSB) — autonomous statutory body; oversees J Formerly called 'Censor Board' — certifies films for public exhibition; grants

Doordarshan (DD) and All India Radio (AIR) U, UA, A, S certificates
J HQ: New Delhi; Chairman + CEO + Board Members — appointed by J Under Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B Ministry)

President of India on recommendation of a Selection Committee . Chairperson appointed by Central Govt; Members from different regions and
o Doordarshan: est. 1959; national public television; ~47 channels; DD walks of life

National, DD News, DD Kisan etc. J Prasoon Joshi was CBFC Chairperson since August 2017; he introduced
J All India Radio (Akashvani): est. 1936; 470+ stations; reaches 99%+ of India's digital processes and reduced backlogs

territory e CBFC = Cinematograph Act 1952; HQ H&s; U/UA/A/S Tfcithare; TREA SR
. Prasar Bharati Act 1990; 23 Nov 1997 @‘v’ﬁlﬂ%ﬂ DD (1959) + AIR (1936); HQ =2017 9 S

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression — includes freedom of 1927: All India Radio established (as Indian State Broadcasting Service)

press and broadcasting J 1936: Renamed to All India Radio (Akashvani name given by Tagore-era poet)
J Entry 31 (Union List, 7th Schedule): Posts and telegraphs; telephones; J 1959: Doordarshan launched (first TV broadcast from Delhi)

wireless; broadcasting — Parliament's exclusive domain . 1982: Doordarshan goes national — satellite-based network (colour TV
o Ministry of I&B: Nodal ministry for information, broadcasting, films, press; introduced at Asian Games)

I&B Minister = Ashwini Vaishnaw . 1990: Prasar Bharati Act passed; 1997: Prasar Bharati became operational as
. TRAI (Telecom Regulatory Authority of India, 1997): Regulates telecom and autonomous body

cable TV; independent regulator . 1927 = AIR; 1959 = DD; 1982 = Q.Tﬂ:[TV; 1990 = Prasar Bharati Act; 1997 =

e 3fT®¢ 19(1)(a); Entry 31 Union List; 1&B Ministry; TRAI (1997) — had TV W e



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Prasar Bharati / CBFC / Broadcasting | PYQ 3R MCQ | U8R YRl / CBFC / UHIRUT

CONFIRMED PYQs — g@' PYQ (UPSC / SSC / BANK / RAILWAY)

UPSC 2022 Pre: Prasar Bharati is India's public service broadcaster established under? ANS: Prasar Bharati Act, 1990

SSC CGL 2023: Doordarshan was launched in which year? ANS: 1959 (September 15, 1959, from Delhi)

UPSC 2021: CBFC is established under? ANS: Cinematograph Act, 1952 | Bank PO 2023: Akashvani is name of? ANS: All India Radio (AIR)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/BANK PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

J Q. Prasar Bharati — India's public service broadcaster — became operational . Q. Consider statements about Prasar Bharati:
as an autonomous body in which year? J 1. Established under Prasar Bharati Act, 1990
J (a) 1990 . 2. Chairman appointed by Prime Minister directly
. (b) 1993 J 3. Oversees both Doordarshan and All India Radio
. (c) 1997 J 4. Doordarshan was first launched in 1959
J (d) 2000 J (@) 1,2,3 (b) 1,3,4 (c)2,3,4 (d) 1,2,3,4
. ANS: (c) 1997 — November 23, 1997 J ANS: (b) 1, 3 and 4 — Chairman appointed by President of India (not PM
J Note: Prasar Bharati Act was passed in 1990 but it became OPERATIONAL on directly)

November 23, 1997 . HYE = Wmﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ (PM '_'Iebf) — Statement 2 7Tdd



10 Revision + Mains — Prasoon Joshi / Prasar Bharati | 10 Wﬁﬁ'[ g H’@[T\ﬁ&ﬂ | TR HIRe

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY TOPICS

1. Prasoon Joshi (lyricist/writer) appointed Prasar Bharati Chairman by 1&B
Ministry

2. Prasar Bharati = India's PSB; Prasar Bharati Act 1990; operational Nov 23,
1997

3. Comprises: Doordarshan (est. 1959, ~47 channels) + AIR/Akashvani (est.
1936, 470+ stations)

4. Chairman appointed by President of India; I1&B Minister = Ashwini
Vaishnaw

5. CBFC: Cinematograph Act 1952; HQ Mumbai; Prasoon Joshi = CBFC
Chairperson since Aug 2017

1. T SRl (NdPR/RaD) 188 HATHT §RT TR YRG! 318

2. TR HRd = R BT psB; AT 1990; 23 AdeR 1997 I 9

3. QRGRM (1959, ~47 TT) + AIR/SATHIRIATUI (1936, 470+ K IM)

4. 31emef = APUL gRT g, 18.8 HAl = Ashwini Vaishnaw

5. CBFC: Cinematograph Act 1952; HQ H&s; U SII=f = 2017 ¥ CBFC 37&0&

GS-2 (Polity/Governance): Prasar Bharati autonomy debate; public service
broadcasting vs private; I&B Ministry role; Article 19(1)(a) (freedom of
speech); TRAI regulation

GS-2 (Polity): Entry 31 (Union List) — broadcasting under Centre; Film
Certification; CBFC's quasi-judicial role

GS-4 (Ethics): Role of public broadcaster in democracy; political neutrality;
accountability of autonomous bodies; creative freedom vs regulation
Essay: 'Public service broadcasting in the age of OTT: Relevance, challenges
and the road ahead'

Interview: 'Prasoon Joshi brings creative perspective to Prasar Bharati. What
does this mean for India's public broadcasting?"

GS-2: TR HRCl T, PsB §H f1ofl; 3= 19(1)(a); TRAI
GS-4: Qb H psp DT YFADT; JSHITAD TCRIGT; OTT 7T H I fh
A& 'oTT & T H Ao Tl TRIRUT: TR dT SR gAifar




Mitigating costs of start-stop war

o=
ACROSSTHEAISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM

HE US-ISRAEL war against Iran
is not a distant war, It is in West
Asia neighbouring the Indian
sub-continent. Millions of In-
dians live and work in the re-
gion. Millions of Indian Shia Muslims have
astrong bond with the people of Iran. India
has traditionally claimed a long and histori-
cal relationship with Iran. Over the years,
India has also claimed closer trade and econ-
omic relationswith Iran —anexampleisthe
development of Chabahar port. Those
claims have frayed under the BJP govern-
ment. Oneofthe reasons is the close friend-
ship between the prime minister of Israel,
Mr Benjamin Netanyahu, and the prime
minister of India, Mr Narendra Modi.

No morewanted

In the good old days, India would have
been the most sought-after peacemakerin
the case of a conflict. This time, however,
since the war started on February 28, 2026,
both the US and Israel have studiously
avoided India. It is Iran that has maintained
a semblance of ‘briefing’ India from time
to time. India has been partial to Israel —

the latest episode is the Indian veto of the
BRICS countries’ draft resolution critical of
Israel. Nevertheless, the US-Israel axis has
kept India ‘out’ and, instead, courted Pak-
istan as the intermediary.

India can no longer pretend that the
West Asian war has not affected the
country. It has damaged the economies of
most countries of the world, especially
those countries that have vital stakes in glo-
bal trade, global supply chains and mari-
time interests. Let us look at some Indian
economic indicators since February 28,
2026 when the war started (see table).

The world is familiar with President
Trump’sbluffandbluster. No onebelieved
him when he boasted that Iran’s Air Force
and Navy had been obliterated; or there are
no more Iranian military assets; or the 're-
gime'inIran had changed (once ortwice?);
or the American draft proposals had been
accepted by Iran; or there was (at different
times) a ceasefire. Mr Trump stops the war,
then starts it again, and then announces a
pause. Meanwhile, Israel continues to at-
tack Iran and Lebanon, and Iran retaliates.
The world knows the war that was started
on February 28 did not ever stop.

Not allis normal

The government claims that all is nor-
mal’. The RBI seems more aware of the
costs and consequences of the war. In its
April Bulletin, the RBI flagged the ‘press-
ures on the global supply chains’, ‘CPI in-
flation driven by fuel and food’, ‘bond
yields’, 'slowdowninimports’and 'volatile
FII flows', and warned that “If the conflict

| FEBRUARY 28,2026 | APRIL 28,2026

'BRENT crude oil USD 67 / barrel | USDI0 [ barrel
'LPG cylinder (domestic) Rs853 [ Rs913 ‘
LPG cylinder (commercial) Rs1,740 Rs2,078
InflationCPI(y-0y) | 3% - 340%
'Inflation WPI (y-0-y) 213% 3.88%
Foreignexchangereserves ~ USD728bilion | USD703billion |
\Exchangerate(vsUSD) = Rs9110 | Rs9420
‘Sensex (BSE) | 81,287 | 76887
| Nifty 50 (NSE) 25,179 23,996
Unemployment rate 49% 51%
persists and supply chains are not restored
early, it may create challenges to the do-
mesticeconomy...” Except for maintaining
the prices of petroi and diesel {presumably
because of elections), the government has
done precious little. It seems to be a by-
standerwatching the eventsas they unfold
with a silent prayer that they do not scald
or scar the Indian economy.
The people of Indiaare resilient and sto-
The ical. They know they can expect little help
from the government. They are anxious to
government protect the jobs and incomes they have,
claims that ‘all Faced with the higher LPG price and unde-
: ’ pendability of supply, homes and eateries
l[il;]lo rmal. The have begun to use firewood. The average
seems family has cut back on consumption and
more aware of dipped intosavings. Onthe surface, thereis
the costs and nodisruption ordespairbut, travelinginthe
. countryside, one can see the people are wor-
CONSEQUENCES .4 The prime minister has been totally im-
of the war

mersed in the four-state Assembly elections
and the mischievous campaign to re-enact

the Bill for women's reservation that Parlia-
ment had passed in September 2023. He
may return to governance after May 5.

Govtcan do more

The government can do more to ease
theliving of the people and boost incomes:

@It can pay the arrears of wages under
MGNREGA and re-start the works-pro-
gramme that is in limbosince the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act was re-
pealed and purportedly re-enacted.

® The rural roads programme (PMGSY)
can be accelerated and the Rs 19,000 crore
allotted in 2026-27 can be spent in 6-8
months (unlike the unspent Rs 6,871 crore
in 2025-26), and more money can be al-
lotted.

® In 2025-26, the BE for the Drinking
Water mission (Jal Jeevan) was Rs 67,000
crore but the RE was a miserable Rs 17000
crore. The budgeted expenditure of Rs
67,670 crore for 2026-27 can be front-loaded
and funds released to the state govern-
ments promptly.

® Unlike the promise made during the
Covid epidemic (and breached), the gov-
ernment should explicitly stipulate an
amount of money for absorbing the losses
in lending to MSMEs and direct the banks
to disburse the loans quickly, and jump-
startthe sector that is still in the doldrums.

Expenditure on provision of ‘public
goods’, creation of jobs, and boosting in-
comes of the people are effective counter-
measurestothe costs and consequences of
the Trump-Netanyahu war — certainly
better than stunned passivity.



Context of Conflict

India’s Position

Economic Impact on India

Key Economic Indicators (Before vs
After War)

- Refers to Israel-lran Conflict 2026 (start: Feb 28, 2026)
- Part of broader West Asia instability
- Impacts global trade, energy, supply chains

- Initially neutral; vetoed BRICS resolution critical of Israel
- US-Israel axis bypassed India, used Pakistan as intermediary
- India balancing ties: Israel (defence) + Iran (energy, Chabahar port)

- War disrupts:

« Global supply chains

« Maritime trade routes

- Energy imports (India imports ~85% crude oil)
- Inflationary pressure via fuel & food

(Feb 28 - Apr 28, 2026)

- Crude Oil: $67 = $110/barrel A

- LPG (Domestic): 853 - 2913 4

- LPG (Commercial): 21740 - %2078 A
- CPI Inflation: 3.21% - 3.40% A

- WPI Inflation: 2.13% - 3.88% 4

- Forex Reserves: $728B - $703B ¥

- Exchange Rate: 291 - 294.2/$ ¥ (Depreciation)
- Sensex: 81,287 - 76,887 ¥

- Nifty: 25,179 - 23,996 ¥

- Unemployment: 4.9% - 5.1% A



RBI's Observations

Nature of War (“Start-Stop”)

Domestic Impact (India)

Government Response (Criticism)

Suggested Government Measures

Macro-Economic Insight (Exam)

- Highlighted risks:

« Supply chain disruptions

- Imported inflation (fuel, food)

- Volatile capital flows (Fll outflows)
- Slowing imports & growth

- Characterized by pauses & resumptions
- Policy uncertainty = investor anxiety
- Impacts long-term planning & markets

- Rising LPG = households shift to firewood

- Reduced consumption = demand slowdown
- Savings depletion by middle class

- Rural distress visible

- Seen as passive (except fuel price control)
- Lacks proactive economic cushioning measures

- Pay pending wages under MGNREGA

- Accelerate PMGSY spending

- Increase allocation for Jal Jeevan Mission

- Support MSMEs via credit infusion

- Public expenditure boost for jobs & demand

- War - Cost-push inflation

- Currency depreciation due to capital outflows
- Stock market fall due to uncertainty

- Supply shock = stagflation risk



Government Response (Criticism) - Seen as passive (except fuel price control)
- Lacks proactive economic cushioning measures

Suggested Government Measures - Pay pending wages under MGNREGA

- Support MSMEs via credit infusion
- Public expenditure boost for jobs & demand

Macro-Economic Insight (Exam) - War - Cost-push inflation
- Currency depreciation due to capital outflows
- Stock market fall due to uncertainty
- Supply shock - stagflation risk

Strategic Importance for India - West Asia critical for:
- Energy security
- Diaspora (remittances)
- Trade routes (Hormuz Strait)
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