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• “The only true wisdom is in 
knowing you know nothing.”
― Socrates







Parameter Details

Cyclone Name Montha

Type Severe Cyclonic Storm

Origin Bay of Bengal

Landfall Location Near Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh

Date of Landfall October 28, 2025

Wind Speed at Landfall ~167 km/h (max recorded at Ulavapadu, Nellore district)

Affected States Andhra Pradesh (worst-hit), parts of Odisha

IMD Alert
Red alert for Nellore, Prakasam, Krishna, and coastal Andhra 
districts

Naming
“Montha” — Named by Myanmar (as per WMO’s regional 
naming system)



Category Impact

People Evacuated 35,000 (from 67 villages and 5 towns)

Relief Camps 401 camps set up

Transportation Disruption 20 trains and 50+ flights cancelled

Educational Institutions 1,600 schools closed temporarily

Casualties
No large-scale fatalities reported (due 
to timely evacuation)



Crop Type Area Damaged (Hectares)

Paddy 31,267

Cotton 15,680

Maize 4,393

Black gram 3,004

Bajra, Red gram, Soybean Minor

Nurseries 53 (fully damaged)



Sector Impact

Power sector
Damage to 3 major distribution 
networks — APEPDCL, APCPDCL, 
APSPDCL

Substations & transformers Extensive flooding and short circuits

Estimated financial loss ₹2,200 crore (approx.)

Rail & Air transport
20 trains cancelled, 32 flights from 
Visakhapatnam suspended

Road network
Several stretches in coastal Andhra 
washed away



Notable 
Cyclones

Year Region Deaths (approx.)

Nizampatnam 
Cyclone

1977 Andhra Pradesh ~10,000

Odisha Super 
Cyclone

1999 Odisha ~10,000

Hudhud 2014
Visakhapatnam, 
A.P.

~124

Gaja 2018 Tamil Nadu ~45

Montha 2025 Andhra Pradesh
Minimal 
casualties (high 
preparedness)







Name Role / Position Alignment / Faction

Noel Tata Chairman of Tata Trusts
Ratan Tata’s half-brother; supported by 
Singh & Srinivasan

Mehli Mistry
Former trustee; close friend of Ratan 
Tata

Estranged cousin of late Cyrus Mistry

Vijay Singh Former Defence Secretary; Trustee Aligned with Noel Tata

Venu Srinivasan
TVS Motor Co. Chairman Emeritus; 
Trustee

Backed Noel Tata

Ratan Tata
Former Chairman of Tata Sons; Senior 
Trustee

Founder-figure but now largely 
symbolic

Cyrus Mistry (late)
Former Chairman, Tata Sons (removed 
2016)

Cousin of Mehli Mistry







Faction Led by Key Supporters Objective

Faction 1 Noel Tata
Vijay Singh, Venu 
Srinivasan

Consolidate control over 
Tata Trusts and Tata 
Sons

Faction 2
Mehli Mistry 
(Ratan Tata’s 
confidant)

Darius Khambata, 
Pramit Jhaveri, 
Jehangir Jehangir

Push for autonomy and 
legacy control linked to 
Ratan Tata



Entity Role Stake in Tata Sons

Sir Ratan Tata Trust Philanthropic arm

66% controlling stake 
in Tata Sons 
(collectively with 
others)

Sir Dorabji Tata 
Trust

Major shareholder & 
grant-giver

Major influence on 
Tata Group governance

Allied Trusts
Support charitable and 
institutional projects

-





Year Crisis Outcome

2016
Ouster of Cyrus Mistry 
as Tata Sons Chairman

Boardroom coup led by 
Ratan Tata; legal 
dispute followed

2025
Rejection of Mehli 
Mistry’s 
reappointment

Marks new internal 
factionalism under 
Noel Tata’s leadership











Indicator September 2025 August 2025 September 2024

Overall IIP Growth 4% 6.6% 3.2%

Mining Sector 0.45% — —

Manufacturing Sector 4.8% 3.8% 4%

Electricity Sector 10.2% 3.5% 6.3%



Half-Yearly Performance (Apr–Sept 2025)

The first half of FY 2025–26 recorded the 
slowest growth in at least five years.

The overall index grew 3.2%, compared with 
6.3% in 2023–24 and 4.1% in 2022–23 for the 
same period.

Industrial output expanded by 24% in FY 2021–
22, rebounding post-COVID, but has since 
decelerated steadily.



Sector Trend & Explanation

Mining
Growth decelerated sharply to 0.45%, indicating weak 
extraction output, possibly due to monsoon 
disruption.

Manufacturing
Slight recovery to 4.8%, driven by base effect and 
modest production revival in autos and capital goods.

Electricity
Strong rebound at 10.2%, likely due to increased 
energy demand from summer spillover and 
infrastructure projects.

Consumer Non-Durables
Contracted by 2.9% — second straight month of 
negative growth, indicating weak rural demand.

Consumer Durables
Rose modestly, but facing GST-related uncertainty and 
inventory issues.



Causes of Slowdown

Base effect normalization after high growth 
in August 2025.

Weak demand in rural and semi-urban 
sectors.

Consumer goods slump, especially non-
durables (FMCG, textiles).

Mining disruption due to extended 
monsoon.

GST restructuring impact on retail and 
dealer-level sale



Year IIP Growth (%) Remarks

2020–21 -8.4 COVID lockdown impact

2021–22 +24.2 Base-effect rebound

2022–23 +5.3 Normalization phase

2023–24 +6.3 Pre-election growth revival

2024–25 +4.1 (so far)
Demand moderation & GST 
impact









Scientific Observations

According to Prof. S.S.V.S. 
Ramakrishna (Andhra 

University, HoD of 
Oceanography & Meteorology):

• Bay of Bengal has recorded a 
consistent rise in SST.

• Average SST now regularly 
exceeds 27–30°C (ideal for 
cyclone formation).

• Over the last 50 years, SST in 
the Bay has increased by 
0.5°C to 1°C.

Prof. O.S.R.U. Bhanu Kumar
attributes the trend to:

• Global warming

• Climate change

• Positive Indian Ocean Dipole 
(IOD)

• La Niña phase



Process Effect

Warmer sea surface (>27°C)
Enhances evaporation and moisture 
content

More latent heat release Intensifies low-pressure systems

Warm air expands upwards Fuels cyclone circulation

Higher atmospheric moisture
Results in heavier rainfall and 
flooding

Longer heat retention Prolongs cyclone life and strength



Climatic Phenomenon Effect on Cyclones

Positive Indian Ocean Dipole 
(IOD)

Enhances convection over western Indian Ocean, 
boosting Bay activity.

La Niña
Strengthens monsoon winds, raises SSTs in the 
Bay.

Global Warming Long-term increase in SST and humidity.









The Union Cabinet has approved 
the Terms of Reference (ToR) for 
the 8th Central Pay Commission 

(CPC) — the statutory body 
responsible for recommending 

changes in the salary, pension, and 
allowances of Central government 

employees and pensioners.

The decision formalizes the panel’s 
formation, announced earlier in 

January 2025, and sets the stage for 
revising pay structures for over 50 

lakh Central government 
employees and 68 lakh pensioners.



Parameter Details

Constitution Announced January 2025

ToR Approved October 2025

Chairperson Justice (Retd.) Ranjana Prakash Desai

Members
Prof. Pulak Ghosh (IIM Bangalore), Pankaj Jain 
(Petroleum Secretary)

Member-Secretary Notified official from Department of Expenditure

Recommendation Timeline Within 18 months of constitution

Coverage 50 lakh employees, ~68 lakh pensioners

Consultations
Defence, Railways, Home, and Personnel Ministries + 
States



• Mandate of the 8th Pay Commission

• The Commission will:

• Examine and recommend revised pay structure and pensions for 
Central government employees and retirees.

• Ensure fiscal prudence while balancing employee welfare.

• Align salary revisions with economic conditions and inflation trends.

• Suggest measures for non-contributory pension schemes and impact 
on State finances.

• Assess working conditions and benefits for employees in public sector 
undertakings.



Pay Commission Constituted Implemented Key Highlights

6th CPC 2006 2008
Introduced Pay Bands & 
Grade Pay System

7th CPC 2014 2016
Implemented “Fitment 
Factor” (2.57x) and 
rationalized allowances

8th CPC 2025 Expected 2027
Likely to focus on digital-
era performance & 
pension rationalization







Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. 
(HAL) has signed an MoU with 

Russia’s United Aircraft 
Corporation (UAC) for the 

production of the civil 
commuter aircraft “SJ-100” 

(Sukhoi Superjet-100) in India.

The pact signifies a major step 
in India’s civil aviation 

manufacturing, a sector 
historically dominated by 

imports.



Parameter Details

Parties Involved
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (India) & United Aircraft 
Corporation (Russia)

Aircraft Type SJ-100 – Twin-engine, narrow-body civil commuter jet

MoU Signed At Moscow

Signatories Prabhat Ranjan (HAL) & Oleg Bogomolov (UAC)

Purpose
Joint production and manufacturing of SJ-100 aircraft in 
India

Target Market
Domestic operators under UDAN + regional routes in 
Indian Ocean countries



Feature Specification

Type Regional Jet (short-haul)

Capacity 75–100 passengers

Range 2,400–3,000 km

Engines Twin-engine (narrow-body)

Status
Over 200 aircraft already produced; used by 16+ 

commercial airlines globally

Category Civil commuter aircraft for regional connectivity



Dimension Significance

Defence–Civil Synergy
HAL diversifying from defence to civil aviation, 
boosting industrial balance.

India–Russia Ties
Reinforces long-standing Indo-Russian 
cooperation in aerospace (MiG, Sukhoi, 
BrahMos).

Regional Aviation Demand

India expected to need 200+ short-haul 
aircraft for domestic connectivity & 350 more
for Indian Ocean tourism routes in the next 
decade.

Export Potential
Future prospects for export to South Asia, 
ASEAN, and Africa.



Project Period Outcome

AVRO HS-748 1961–1988

India’s last full 

passenger aircraft 

manufactured by HAL.

SARAS (NAL) 1999–Present

Ongoing indigenous light 

transport aircraft project 

by NAL.

Tejas / LCA / ALH 

Dhruv
2000s

Defence aircraft; paved 

the way for civilian tech 

spin-offs.





Ahead of COP-30 (to be held in 
Belem, Brazil, next month), the 

United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) has released a 
“Synthesis Report”.

The report evaluates progress 
made by countries toward their 

Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) — the 
emission reduction pledges 

made under the Paris 
Agreement (2015).



Parameter Findings (2025 Report)

Emission Reduction by 2035
Only 17% reduction compared to 

2019 levels

Required Reduction (Paris Goal)
37–57% cut needed to limit global 

warming to 1.5°C–2°C

Total GHG Emissions (Projected 

2035)

~13 billion tonnes of CO₂
equivalent, 6% higher than earlier 

commitments

Countries Covered
64 countries (out of 190) submitted 

updated NDCs

India’s Status
Yet to submit updated NDC since 

August 2022



Target Objective

🌎 Temperature
Limit global temperature rise to below 2°C, ideally 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels.

⚡ NDCs
Countries submit Nationally Determined Contributions
— their plans to cut emissions and adapt to climate 
change.

🌱 Finance & Support
Developed nations to provide $100 billion/year to 
developing countries for mitigation and adaptation.



India’s Position

India’s last NDC submission (2022) includes:

• Reducing emission intensity of GDP by 45% by 2030 (from 2005 levels).

• Achieving 50% cumulative electric power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 
2030.

• Net-zero emissions target by 2070 (announced at COP-26, Glasgow).

India is yet to submit its updated 2035 NDC, though it continues to 
expand renewables, afforestation, and hydrogen production
initiatives.



Target Year
Current 

Pathway

Required 

Pathway 

(1.5°C)

Gap

2030
-5% (from 2019 

levels)
-43% 38% gap

2035 -17% -57% 40% gap

2050 (Net 

Zero)

Achievable only 

if immediate 

action taken

Needed by mid-

century

Decade delay 

risk







Parameter Details

Total Network Length Over 1,000 km across 23 cities

Network Length in 2014 248 km across 5 cities

Rank (World) 3rd largest (after China & USA)

Daily Ridership (2025)
1.12 crore passengers/day (up from 28 lakh 
in 2014)

Major Systems
Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Pune, Nagpur, Lucknow, Jaipur



City Network Length (km)
Daily Ridership 
(approx.)

Delhi 394 km 65 lakh

Bengaluru 96 km 10 lakh

Mumbai 80.2 km 8.5 lakh

Kolkata 74 km 6 lakh

Pune — 2.18 lakh

Hyderabad — 4.7 lakh

Chennai — 3.19 lakh

Lucknow / Nagpur / 
Jaipur

— 0.5–1.5 lakh





Dimension Impact

Employment
Thousands of direct & indirect 
jobs created.

Time & Cost 
Efficiency

Saves urban commuters 30–45 
minutes per trip.

Environmental Lower air pollution and fuel use.

Real Estate
Boost to commercial & residential 
property values along corridors.



City Base Fare
Per Km 

Rate

Fare Cap 

Example

Chennai ₹10 ₹2.14/km —

Ahmedabad / 

Gandhinagar
₹10 ₹1.2/km —

Bengaluru ₹10
₹3/km 

(approx.)

₹90 cap for 

30+ km

Delhi ₹10 ₹2–₹3/km
₹60–₹80 

max



Challenge Explanation

Financial Viability
High capex; some metros struggle with 
low ridership.

Operational Efficiency
Need for integration of ticketing and 
scheduling.

Intermodal Connectivity First and last-mile transport still weak.

Standardization
Different fare structures and 
technologies across cities.











Criticism Explanation

Bias and Ideology
Despite claims of neutrality, Grokipedia 
reportedly leans toward right-wing 
interpretations.

AI Accuracy Issues
AI-generated entries risk misinformation and 
lack context or human editorial review.

Propaganda & Polarization
Critics argue it may deepen ideological 
divides rather than bridge them.

Reliability vs Speed
Wikipedia’s human moderation offers slower 
but more reliable editing.
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