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* “The only true wisdom is in
knowing you know nothing.”
— Socrates
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Crops, power sector bear cyclone’s brunt

Padkdy and coteon are the worst hit, together acoounting for moce than S0% of the total damaged area in Andhea Pradesh; power sector records
Tosses worth around 22200 crore; restoration work under progress; Chandrahabu Naidu orders round-the-clock monitoring in vulnerable districts

ViaYawADA

yelone Montha has
c inflicted  extensive
The prefiminary assess

crops have been sub
mesged, affecting nearly
3,000 Iwrmers across 292
masdals and 1,712 viltages.
According 1o the three
power distribution compa-
nles m  the State
AFEPDCL, APCPDCL, and
APSPOCL - the 106al esth
mated Joss o the power
sector would be around
2,200 crore, with large
scalle damage dome 1o pow-
v substations, trapsfoens

Eoncuated Savwrfols faredion haes food st 4 relaf carp

urs, poles, sl power
lowes.

Worst- hit crops.
According to the Agricul-
.

hectares werw Inundsted,
while comon crogs oser
15,680 hectares suffered

ture o ¢
paddly and cotson are the
warst hit, together ac-
counting for more than
S0% of the sonal damaged

area.
Paddy fickds &n 31,267

Among the districss, D,
BR. Ambedkar Konasee-
ma reported the highes

crop damage with 10,094
hectares

being
0 addiion to paddy

and coton, maise over
4,39G hectares and hlack-
gam in 3004 hectares
were damaged, while byg-
ra, redgram, and soybean
sutferod partial losses. The
repodt moted that 53 hwee-
tares of mmaneries were af-
fected in several regioos,
the Impact
on farmess’ bvelihoods.
The offichls sald that

WA & et scheot in Mabdraats thytert of Andbrn Pradeh, o Tussdsy
ekt Mgh sele wawes Ssvh e shooe under the influerce of te Cycione Manths b Kabinada dietrict, x4 ceive

restoration work of power
Infrastractiure was  peo-

roundeheclock and pow
er being restored in a
phased sanner, the auth-

be normalised within the
next 24 hours,

Constant mondtoring
Chief Minister N, Chardra-
boba Naidu on Tuesdsy in-
structed officials to take all
necessary peeventive and
PEOCIULONATY MEAsUres as
Cyclane Momha approach
es the Andhra Pradesh
ooast, Mr, Naidu stressad
the need for roumdthe-
dock monitoeing and wx
most viglance i all vulner
oo dstricts,

The Chikel Minister di
rected] thae NDRF  and
SDRF tequms be deployed in
and arcund  Kakinada,

Officials saicd that enum-
vration teams were con-
ducting detalled fiek] as

Cyclone Montha makes landfall;
rain batters several parts of A.P.

35,000 people evacuated; crops
on 43,000 hectares submerged

Power infrastructure, including
substations, suffer massive damage
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he sewere cydonic

ot Nontta be
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Xakinada i Andtea Pra
Sy ground 7 pum. o
Tuesday, the idla Meteor-
odoggioul Deparsmers AMD)
said.

Betwesn 030 o m. and
330 pm., the storm
maoved with 2 speed of I7
nph. It wis positionesd
arounsd 120 ki east of Mo
Aadipatnam, 10 kom souh
of Kakinach, and 220 km
south-southwes: of Visak
Bupatnam e Andes s
desh, and 460 km south
wk of Gopudpur bn Odisha
530 pomn

The storm triggeeed ve-
1y heavy rein i e Suae
and neighbouring Odasha

After lishing nocth cuas
tal Andhra on Moaday, the

SPSR Nellore and Praka

ceived mote than 100 mm
ranhll detoren 830 2.m.
amd7pm

coeded the duy's maxd
bwed by Keaali oand
trict at %275 mm and M7.5
oen. In Pradosam disticr,
Sirgarayakonda,  Pakals

and Oegole received 015
mn, 12 mam aad 1005

Parvathiporam  Maswam,

Jo, Analagulll, Ekeru, NTR,
Kridhna, Guntur, Palnadu,
Bupath, wd Nandyal

The two days of beavy
W0 very Deavy i in the
Suwe has le cops on
more than 43000 hec-

Paddy and cotton were the
worst hit,

The ot estimated boas
0 the power secxe has
crosed 12200 croee, with

least 35,000 people have
been evacuated so Gr

“The reunber of people
1o be evacuated |s expect-
e 0o shee o 67 viligges andd
frve towns and Kakinada o
ty are Gling m the cy
chome affectod area” said
Kakinada District Collector
S Shan Moblun, Neardy
LE00 school bes services
huw been deployed 0
evaowne people.

Chlef Mingster N, Chan-
draboba Naido  dieecoed
thar the NDRF and SORF
s be deployed in and
arcund Kakineda, where
the cyclone ¥ Ukely 10
ke Laedfull.

Trulns, Mights cuncelled
Twenty trains, ¥ origina:
inginV and
13 operating from various
divistons of South Cemral
Radlway (SCH) in Andhina
and one from Edubanes

Twenty trains and more
than 50 flights cancelled

war, passiog through Vi
s L were can
oddled doe 10 heavy rain
and gades oo Tocalay.

A total of X2 flighns
Visahdapeanam were Can
cefled. The lone fight

cancolled, The other Sghts
from Visakhapainam 1o va
rious desinations are ex-
pectnd 0o operate normally
on Wednesday , sod i
peet Srector N,
Purushottam.

The Vijayawada alrpornt
cunceliod 16 Mights, whike
four flights from Trupall
were cuncelind.
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Parameter

Cyclone Name
Type

Origin

Landfall Location

Date of Landfall

Wind Speed at Landfall

Affected States

IMD Alert

Naming

Details

Montha

Severe Cyclonic Storm

Bay of Bengal

Near Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh

October 28, 2025
~167 km/h (max recorded at Ulavapadu, Nellore district)

Andhra Pradesh (worst-hit), parts of Odisha

Red alert for Nellore, Prakasam, Krishna, and coastal Andhra
districts

“Montha” — Named by Myanmar (as per WMOQO's regional
naming system)




Category Impact

People Evacuated 35,000 (from 67 villages and 5 towns)
Relief Camps 401 camps set up
Transportation Disruption 20 trains and 50+ flights cancelled
Educational Institutions 1,600 schools closed temporarily

No | -scale fataliti
Casualties o large-scale fatalities reported (due

to timely evacuation)



Crop Type Area Damaged (Hectares)

Paddy 31,267
Cotton 15,680
Maize 4,393
Black gram 3,004
Bajra, Red gram, Soybean Minor

Nurseries 53 (fully damaged)



Sector

Power sector

Substations & transformers

Estimated financial loss

Rail & Air transport

Road network

Impact

Damage to 3 major distribution
networks — APEPDCL, APCPDCL,
APSPDCL

Extensive flooding and short circuits
X2,200 crore (approx.)

20 trains cancelled, 32 flights from
Visakhapatnam suspended

Several stretches in coastal Andhra
washed away



Notable
Cyclones

Nizampatnam
Cyclone

Odisha Super
Cyclone

Hudhud

Gaja

Montha

Year

1977

1999

2014

2018

2025

Region

Andhra Pradesh

Odisha

Visakhapatnam,
A.P.

Tamil Nadu

Andhra Pradesh

Deaths (approx.)

~10,000

~10,000

~124

~45

Minimal
casualties (high
preparedness)



Strengths

Effective coordination between IMD, NDMA, and state disaster teams.
Timely evacuation reduced casualties.

Enhanced coastal forecasting technology (INSAT & Doppler radar networks).

! Challenges

Massive crop damage leading to livelihood insecurity.
Power sector fragility in low-lying areas.

Delayed compensation may strain small farmers.

Way Forward

Strengthen coastal embankments and early-warning communication.
Promote crop insurance penetration (PMFBY) in cyclone-prone areas.
Diversify power grids and adopt elevated substations in coastal belts.

Enhance community-based disaster preparedness.



Rift widens in Tata Trusts as 3 trustees block Mehli Mistry’s return

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The rift in Tata Trusts, the
philanthropic parent of Ta-
ta Sons, the holding com-
pany of Tata Group, inten-
sified and became wide
open on Tuesday with
three trustees — Chairman
Noel Tata, former Defence
Secretary Vijay Singh and
TVS Motor Company chair-
man Emeritus Venu Srini-
vasan ~ disapproving the
reappointment of fellow
trustee Mehli Mistry whose
current three-year tenure
ended on Tuesday.

As per a decision on Oc-
tober 17, 2024, soon after
former Tata Sons and Tata
Trusts chairman late Ratan
Tata’s death, the reap-
pointment of each trustee
has to be unanimous and
for lifetime “if they are re-
nominated”. “Renomina-
tion is not compulsory. If
their term is renewed then
it is for lifetime subject to
periodic renewal,” a per-

CM

son familiar with the pro-
cess said.

Thus Mr. Mistry, a close
friend of Ratan Tata and
one of the executors of his
will, will cease to be trus-
tee from the early hours of
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, there was
no voting per se and the
approval process was con-
ducted electronically, a
person familiar with the
development said. While
three trustees approved,
anther three gave it a pass
thus breaking the unanimi-
ty clause in the bylaw, the
person said.

Unanimous approval

It was on Mr. Mistry’s and
other trustees’ unanimous
approval that Mr. Sriniva-
san was recently reap-
pointed. According to peo-
ple close to Mr. Mistry, the
approval for Mr. Sriniva-
san’s reappointment was
conditional that he (Mr. Sri-
nivasan) must approve the
reappointment of Mr. Mis-

Tata Group headquarters, Bombay House, in Mumbai. ANI

try. But since Mr. Sriniva-
san stayed away, his nomi-
nation would be made null
and void.

As per legal opinion be-
lieved to have been sought
by the Trusts, Mr. Mistry’s
contention is not legally
trainable. “There is no
such provision for condi-
tional approval. It is either
you approve or abstain
which means no. If one
trustee says no, there
would be no renomination
of that particular trustee.
So, Mr. Mistry has no case,”

a person familiar with the
development said.

Three other trustees se-
nior counsel Darius Kham-
bata, former Citi Bank In-
dia CEO Pramit Jhaveri and
Pune-based philanthropist
Jehangir HC Jehangir had
approved Mr. Mistry’s
reappointment.

Mr. Mistry was first
made a trustee in 2022 and
was in the Executive Com-
mittee of the Tata Trusts,
the top decision-making
body, after Mr. Noel was
appointed as chairman to

replace his half-brother.

Mr. Mistry, the es-
tranged cousin of late Tata
Sons former Chairman Cy-
rus Mistry and someone
who had played a major
role in his abrupt removal
in 2016, had recently
raised a banner of revolt
against chairman Noel Tata
who has the strong backing
of Mr. Singh and Mr.
Srinivasan.

The Mistry faction tast-
ed its first success when it
blocked the reappoint-
ment of Mr. Singh into the
board of Tata Sons as Tata
Trusts’ nominee saying he
had crossed 75. Mr. Singh
stepped down.

According to people fa-
miliar with the develop-
ments, the plan was to also
to oust Mr. Srinivasan from
Tata Sons’ board and get
two fresh faces from the
Mistry faction in the Tata
Trusts inducted into Tata
Sons to have a firm grip ov-
er the affairs of the group.

Recently, two Union Mi-

nisters had to intervene to
bring amity in Tata Trusts
but this recent feud has wi-
dened the rift and the diffe-
rence is now out in the

open.

Warring factions

Thus, the Tata Trusts had
two factions: one led by
Mr. Tata and the other by
Mr. Mistry. It is believed
Mr. Mistry paid the price
for causing the rift which
the government was also
not reportedly comforta-
ble with.

The two sides seemed to
have hardened their stance
and the one led by Mr. Tata
seems to be having an up-
per hand. It is believed
some more Tustees will
likely go.

In a similarity with what
had happened in 2016 at
the time of Cyrus Mistry's
removal, the Tatas (Tata
Trusts) have secured prop-
er legal advice from top la-

wyers before acting.
There are two main

.
LI

trusts namely Sir Ratan Ta-
ta Trusts & Allied Trusts
and Sir Dorab Tata Trust &
Allied Trusts that form Ta-
ta Trusts. While five trus-
tees are common [Mr. Ta-
ta, Mr. Singh, Mr
Srinivasan, Mr. Mistry and
Mr. Khambata] in both the
Trusts, Mr Jehangir is trus-
tee in Sir Ratan Tata Trust,
Mr. Jhaveri is in Sir Dorab
Tata Trust. Though there
are many trustees in all the
trusts, these seven
mattered.

The feud in the Tata
Trusts, that controls 66%
of Tata Sons, clearly indi-
cates that Mr. Tata does not
enjoy the same authority
that Ratan Tata had on the
affairs of the Trusts as well
as that of the Tata Sons and
Tata Group, a Tata Group
veteran said.

“Mr. Noel Tata is not
seen at the same pedestal.
This is why the group led
by Mr. Mistry raised their
head and challenged,” he

said.
n



Name

Noel Tata

Mehli Mistry

Vijay Singh

Venu Srinivasan

Ratan Tata

Cyrus Mistry (late)

Role / Position

Chairman of Tata Trusts

Former trustee; close friend of Ratan
Tata

Former Defence Secretary; Trustee

TVS Motor Co. Chairman Emeritus;
Trustee

Former Chairman of Tata Sons; Senior
Trustee

Former Chairman, Tata Sons (removed
2016)

Alignment / Faction

Ratan Tata’s half-brother; supported by
Singh & Srinivasan

Estranged cousin of late Cyrus Mistry

Aligned with Noel Tata

Backed Noel Tata

Founder-figure but now largely
symbolic

Cousin of Mehli Mistry



'CUSTODIAN OF TATA LEGACY’

COMPOSITION OF TRUSTS ~ 2:3 VOTE ON MEHLI REAPPOINTMENT
5 trustees common to > Mehli kept away, Jimmy abstained
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust > Noel, Srinivasan & Singh declined to

(SDTT) and Sir Ratan approve reappointment in both trusts
Tata Trust (SRTT) —— —=.. > Khambata and Jhaveri

> Chairman Noel Tata /& W\ approved it at SDTT

> Vice-chairman W " | > Khambata & Jehangir

Venu Srinivasan /approved it at SRTT

(chairman emeritus, " VERDICT

TVS Group) > Mehli’s term as trustee

B Vlce:chalrman % ) came to an end Tuesday

g?gnz'e"ggc(r?t;"r‘;’ OCT 17, 2024 RESOLUTION
: » SDTT & SRTT passed

> Darius Khambata ot firm ‘all

(Former Maharashtra /" resolutions to confirm ‘a

trustees are equally

advocate general). = responsible’; ‘upon expiry of tenure
> Mehli Mistry (director,  of any trustee, that trustee will be

M Pallonji Group) reappointed... without any limit...
Others at SRTT | Bizman  attached to period of tenure’
Jehangir Jehangir, Ratan  ga11 ouT | By convention, all

Tata’s younger brother  appointments & reappointments at
Jimmy Tata Tata Trusts are unanimous without a
SDTT | Ex-Citibank India ~ vote. Question of whether trustees can
head Pramit Jhaveri be voted out may face legal scrutiny




Against

Venu Srinivasan

=]
©

Darius Jehangir HC 2,
Khambata Jehangir 1 Mehli Mistry

N




Faction

Faction 1

Faction 2

Led by

Noel Tata

Mehli Mistry
(Ratan Tata’s
confidant)

Key Supporters

Vijay Singh, Venu
Srinivasan

Darius Khambata,
Pramit Jhaveri,
Jehangir Jehangir

Objective

Consolidate control over
Tata Trusts and Tata
Sons

Push for autonomy and
legacy control linked to
Ratan Tata



Entity

Sir Ratan Tata Trust

Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust

Allied Trusts

Role

Philanthropic arm

Major shareholder &
grant-giver

Support charitable and
institutional projects

Stake in Tata Sons

66% controlling stake
in Tata Sons
(collectively with
others)

Major influence on
Tata Group governance



Why It Matters

1.

Governance Implications

e The Trusts control 66% of Tata Sons, meaning internal rifts could directly impact corporate

decision-making.

. Legal & Ethical Precedent

e Follows the 2016 Cyrus Mistry ouster episode, where boardroom politics at Tata Sons led to

prolonged legal battles (finally resolved by Supreme Court in Tata's favour in 2021).

. Power Shift from Ratan Tata Era

e The current split suggests that Ratan Tata's personal influence is waning, with Noel Tata and

the board asserting more autonomy.

. Philanthropy vs. Corporate Control

e Originally founded for social service, Tata Trusts' operations are now deeply intertwined with

corporate control, raising gquestions on governance purity.



Crisis

Ouster of Cyrus Mistry
as Tata Sons Chairman

Rejection of Mehli
Mistry’s
reappointment

Outcome

Boardroom coup led by
Ratan Tata; legal
dispute followed

Marks new internal
factionalism under
Noel Tata’s leadership
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Industrial slowdown

The chart shoms the year-cn-pear growth Do %) in the Indos of
Industnal Proaduction between September 2024 and 2025

to three-month
low of 4% in Sept.

4% In
the first half of 202122, ow-
ing to the low base of the
previous pandemicaffect:
ed year 2020-21. In the first
half of 202223, the index
grew 7%, which slowed 10
6.3% and 4.1% in the cor-
responding periods  of
2023-24 and 2024-25.

from growth of 6.6% In Aw-
ast 2025 and 0.2% in Sep-
tember last year.

The consumer noo-tur-
ables sector continued to
contract for the second
consecutive month in Sep-
tember 2025, by 29%,
compared with a contrac-
tlon of 64% In August
2025, and a growth of 2.2%
n September last year.

Impact of GST cuts
Accoeding to Madan Sabna-
vis, chief econamist at the
Bank of Baroda, this could
be due to the fact that the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rate cuts were imple-
mented lste in the month.

"As the GST cuts have
targeted this industry, It
can be assumed that the
real impact will be seen in
October-




Manufacturing Mining Electricity
(79.36%) (10.20%) (10.50%)

Industry Use based
Goods Goods

Intermediate Consumer
goods Goods
(26.40%) (28.36%)

Basic goods Capital Goods
(35.50%) (9.70%)

Durable Non-durable

Goods

Goods (5.10%) (23.20%)




Use-based Classification of Industries under IIP

New Series

No of Item Groups Weight %
(Base year 2011-12)

Primary Goods 15

Infrastructure/Construction
Goods

Consumer Durables

Consumer Non-Durables

Total




W What is the Index of Industrial Production (lIP)?

Parameter

Definition

Base Year

Compiled By

Coverage Sectors

Frequency

Use

Details

A composite indicator that measures the growth rate of industrial production in the

economy over a period.

2011-12

Central Statistics Office (CSQO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI)

Mining (14.4%), Manufacturing (77.6%), Electricity (8%)

Monthly

Indicator of short-term industrial performance and input for GDP estimation.



Indicator
Overall IIP Growth

Mining Sector

Manufacturing Sector

Electricity Sector

September 2025
4%

0.45%

4.8%

10.2%

August 2025

6.6%

September 2024

3.2%




Half-Yearly Performance (Apr—-Sept 2025)

The first half of FY 2025-26 recorded the
slowest growth in at least five years.

The overall index grew 3.2%, compared with
6.3% in 2023-24 and 4.1% in 2022-23 for the
same period.

Industrial output expanded by 24% in FY 2021-
22, rebounding post-COVID, but has since
decelerated steadily.




Sector

Mining

Manufacturing

Electricity

Consumer Non-Durables

Consumer Durables

Trend & Explanation

Growth decelerated sharply to 0.45%, indicating weak
extraction output, possibly due to monsoon
disruption.

Slight recovery to 4.8%, driven by base effect and
modest production revival in autos and capital goods.

Strong rebound at 10.2%, likely due to increased
energy demand from summer spillover and
infrastructure projects.

Contracted by 2.9% — second straight month of
negative growth, indicating weak rural demand.

Rose modestly, but facing GST-related uncertainty and
inventory issues.




Causes of Slowdown

Base effect normalization after high growth
iIn August 2025.

Weak demand in rural and semi-urban
sectors.

Consumer goods slump, especially non-
durables (FMCG, textiles).

Mining disruption due to extended
monsoon.

GST restructuring impact on retail and
dealer-level sale



Year lIP Growth (%) Remarks

2020-21 -8.4 COVID lockdown impact
2021-22 +24.2 Base-effect rebound
2022-23 +5.3 Normalization phase
2023-24 +6.3 Pre-election growth revival
5024-35 +4.1 (so far) Demand moderation & GST

Impact
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Crops, power sector bear cyclone’s brunt
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‘Rising sea surface temperatures leading to more cyclones’

Sumit Bhattacharjee
VISAKHAPATNAM

Since 2010, Andhra Pra-
desh has borne the brunt
of at least 10 major tropical
cyclones, some of them ca-
tegorised as severe and ve-
ry severe cyclonic storms.
Tamil Nadu and Odisha

have also been affected by
these storms.
Meteorologists  have

identified a common ele-
ment in these storms — the
high intensity of the storms
and the trails of destruc-
tion they left — and they
blame the rapid rise in sea
surface temperature (SST)

over the last few decades.

Rising SST

According to Prof. S.S.V.S.
Ramakrishna, former
Head of Department (HoD)
of Oceanography and Me-
teorology, Andhra Univer-
sity, the Bay of Bengal has
recorded a consistent rise
in the SST.

Sea temperatures have
regularly exceeded the
20°C to 30°C mark, creat-
ing an ideal environment
for the formation of tropi-
cal cyclones.

“As the water gets
warmer, latent heat energy
increases, increasing the

Cyclone trail
Cyclones that hit Andhra Pradesh in the past 15 years
Wind | Death
Name Category |Date Landfall speed | toll
s Extremely | Oct.8to Gopalpur, 260
Phailin | e vere  |14,2013 | Odisha kmph | 4
Helen Severe Nov. 20-23, | Machili- 130 Nil
Cyclonic | 2013 patnam,A.P. | kmph
Very Oct. 7-14, |Visakha- 150-180
Hudhud Severe 2014 patnam,A.P. | kmph 328
- Very Oct, 8-13 | Near Palasa, 195
Tl Severe 2018 AP kmph 82
" Dec.1To 6, | Near Bapatla, 120
Michaung | Severe 2023 AP. kmph 17

possibility of cyclones. In
the last 50 years, studies
conducted by IITM Pune
have indicated that the SST

in Bay of Bengal has gone
up by 0.5°C to 1°C,” he said.

Prof, 0.S.R.U. Bhanu Ku-
mar, former HoD, from the

A fallen tree blocks a road in
Machilipatnam as Cyclone
Montha brought in heavy rain
in Andhra Pradesh. PTi

same department, attribut-
ed the changing factor to
global warming and cli-
mate change. The warming

of the atmosphere increas-
es the capacity of air to
hold moisture, leading to
heavier rainfall during cy-
clones.

In recent times, positive
Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D)
and La Nifia have contri-
buted to more favourable
conditions for cyclonic for-
mations over the Bay of
Bengal, he said.

Both experts cautioned
that deforestation and de-
gradation of coastal eco-
systems like mangroves
and wetlands, have re-
duced the natural buffers,
amplifying the damage
caused by cyclones.




Since 2010, Andhra Pradesh has faced at least 10 major tropical cyclones, several classified as severe or
very severe.

Tamil Nadu and Odisha have also been heavily impacted.

Meteorologists attribute this increasing frequency and intensity to the rise in sea surface temperatures

(SSTs) in the Bay of Bengal — one of the world’s most cyclone-prone regions.

& Cyclone Data: Andhra Pradesh (2010-2025)

Name Category Date Landfall Wind Speed Death Toll
Phailin Extremely Severe Oct 8-14, 2013 Gopalpur, Odisha 260 kmph 45

Helen Severe Cyclonic Nov 20-23, 2013 Machilipatnam, A.P. 130 kmph Nil
Hudhud Very Severe Oct 7-14, 2014 Visakhapatnam, A.P. 150-180 kmph 124

Titli Very Severe Oct 8-13, 2018 Near Palasa, A.P. 195 kmph 89
Michaung Severe Dec 1-6, 2023 Near Bapatla, A.P. 120 kmph 17

Montha Severe Oct 28-30, 2025 Near Kakinada, A.P. ~150 kmph TBD



Scientific Observations

According to Prof. S.S.V.S.
Ramakrishna (Andhra
University, HoD of
Oceanography & Meteorology):

e Bay of Bengal has recorded a
consistent rise in SST.

e Average SST now regularly
exceeds 27-30°C (ideal for
cyclone formation).

e Over the last 50 years, SST in
the Bay has increased by
0.5°Cto 1°C.

Prof. O.S.R.U. Bhanu Kumar
attributes the trend to:

e Global warming
e Climate change

e Positive Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD)

e La Niha phase




Process
Warmer sea surface (>27°C)

More latent heat release

Warm air expands upwards
Higher atmospheric moisture

Longer heat retention

Effect

Enhances evaporation and moisture
content

Intensifies low-pressure systems
Fuels cyclone circulation

Results in heavier rainfall and
flooding

Prolongs cyclone life and strength




Climatic Phenomenon Effect on Cyclones

Positive Indian Ocean Dipole Enhances convection over western Indian Ocean,
(I0D) boosting Bay activity.

- Strengthens monsoon winds, raises SSTs in the
La Nina

Bay.

Global Warming Long-term increase in SST and humidity.




L2 Environmental Degradation and Coastal Vulnerability

» Experts warn that deforestation, urbanisation, and loss of mangroves and wetlands have:
« Reduced natural barriers against storm surges.
* Increased coastal flooding and erosion.

« Amplified the human and economic damage of cyclones.

Example: Loss of mangrove buffers in Kakinada and Konaseema worsened Montha’s impact.

& Key Data: Bay of Bengal Cyclone Trends

Parameter 1960-1980 2000-2025 Change

Avg. SST (°C) 27.0 28.0-28.5 +0.8°C

Avg. Cyclones per Decade 6-8 10-12 +40%

Share of India’s Total Cyclones 60% 75% T

Avg. Fatalities per Cyclone 500+ <100 J (due to improved warning

systems)
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Centre approves terms of
8th Central Pay Commission

The panel, headed by Justice Ranjana Desai (retd.), will make its recommendations within 18

months of its constitution; it will propose changes in salaries of Union government employees

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet

has approved the

Terms of Reference
of the eighth Central Pay
Commission (CPC), the bo-
dy in charge of deciding
the pay structure and re-
tirement benefits of Union
government employees,
the government an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The government had an-
nounced the formation of
the CPC in January this
year to examine and re-
commend changes in the
salaries and other benefits
of Central government
employees.

‘Formed in quick time’

“As you know, the in-prin-
ciple approval for the for-
mation of the eighth Cen-
tral Pay Commission was
granted only recently in Ja-
nuary, and within a short
span, the commission has
now been formally consti-
tuted,” Union Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said at a

Major step: Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw briefs the media on
decisions taken by the Union Cabinet in New Delhi on Tuesday. pTi

press conference announc-
ing the Union Cabinet’s de-
cisions here.

“This is a major step
that involves extensive
consultations. Several Mi-
nistries with large num-
bers of Central govern-
ment employees, such as
Defence, Home, Railways,
and the Department of Per-
sonnel and Training, were
part of the process,” he
said.

The Commission will

comprise one chairperson,
one part-time member and
one member-secretary. It
will make its recommenda-
tions within 18 months of
the date of its constitution.
Justice Ranjana Prakash
Desai (retd.) will act as the
chairperson.

Professor Pulak Ghosh
of the Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore,
has been appointed a part-
time member, while Petro-
leum Secretary Pankaj Jain

will serve as the
member-secretary.

“There are about 50
lakh Central government
employees, and consulta-
tions were also held with
many State governments,
most of which extended
their cooperation,” Mr.
Vaishnaw added.

The government said
the CPC would have to
keep several factors in
mind while coming up
with its recommendations.
These included the eco-
nomic conditions in the
country and the need for
fiscal prudence, the need
to ensure that adequate re-
sources are available for
developmental expendi-
ture and welfare measures,
the unfunded cost of non-
contributory pension
schemes, the impact of its
recommendations on State
finances, as well as the cur-
rent emolument structure,
benefits and working con-
ditions of employees of
Central public sector un-
dertakings and the private
sector.




The Union Cabinet has approved
the Terms of Reference (ToR) for
the 8th Central Pay Commission
(CPC) — the statutory body
responsible for recommending
changes in the salary, pension, and
allowances of Central government
employees and pensioners.

J

The decision formalizes the panel’s
formation, announced earlier in
January 2025, and sets the stage for
revising pay structures for over 50
lakh Central government
employees and 68 lakh pensioners.

J




Parameter
Constitution Announced
ToR Approved

Chairperson
Members

Member-Secretary
Recommendation Timeline

Coverage

Consultations

Details

January 2025

October 2025

Justice (Retd.) Ranjana Prakash Desai

Prof. Pulak Ghosh (IIM Bangalore), Pankaj Jain
(Petroleum Secretary)

Notified official from Department of Expenditure
Within 18 months of constitution
50 lakh employees, ~68 lakh pensioners

Defence, Railways, Home, and Personnel Ministries +
States




* Mandate of the 8th Pay Commission
* The Commission will:

* Examine and recommend revised pay structure and pensions for
Central government employees and retirees.

* Ensure fiscal prudence while balancing employee welfare.
* Align salary revisions with economic conditions and inflation trends.

e Suggest measures for non-contributory pension schemes and impact
on State finances.

* Assess working conditions and benefits for employees in public sector
undertakings.



Pay Commission Constituted Implemented Key Highlights

Introduced Pay Bands &

6th CPC Grade Pay System

Implemented “Fitment
7th CPC Factor” (2.57x) and
rationalized allowances

Likely to focus on digital-
8th CPC Expected 2027 era performance &
pension rationalization
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At least 2 killed, 10 injured as
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HAL signs pact with
Russian firm for civil
aircraft production
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UN report finds countries’ emission
reductions short of goal set in Paris
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HAL signs pact with
Russian firm for civil
aircraft production

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Aerospace major Hindus-
tan Aeronautics Ltd, (HAL)
and the Russian company
United Aircraft Corporation
(UAC) have signed a memo-
randum of understanding
for production of the civil
commuter aircraft SJ-100.

The §J-100 is a twin-en-
gine, narrow-body aircraft.
As on date, more than 200
aircraft have been pro-
duced and are being oper-
ated by more than 16 com-
mercial airline operators.

HAL said the S}100
would be a game changer
for short-haul connectivity
under the UDAN scheme in
India. Under this arrange-
ment, HAL will have the
rights to manufacture
SJ-100 aircraft for domestic
customers.

Production in India
“This collaboration bet-
ween HAL and UAC is the
result of mutual trust bet-
ween the organisations.
This will also be the first in-
stance wherein a complete
passenger aircraft will be
produced in India. The last
such project was HAL's pro-
duction of AVRO HS748,
which started in 1961 and
ended in 1988," HAL said.
It is estimated that over

T

Officials from HAL and Oleg
Bogomolov sign an Mol for
making of the aircraft SJ-100.

the next 10 years, the In-
dian aviation sector will re-
quire over 200 jets in this
category for regional con-
nectivity and an additional
350 aircraft for the Indian
Ocean region to serve near-
by international tourist des-
tinations, it said.

“The manufacturing of
the S]00 aircraft marks
the beginning of a new
chapter in Indian aviation
industry. Manufacturing
will also strengthen the
private sector and create di-
rect and indirect jobs in the
aviation industry,” the Ben-
galuru-headquartered PSU
said

The MoU was signed in
Moscow on Monday by
Prabhat Ranjan from HAL
and Oleg Bogomolov from
UAC.




Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd.
(HAL) has signed an MoU with
Russia’s United Aircraft
Corporation (UAC) for the
production of the civil
commuter aircraft “SJ-100”
(Sukhoi Superjet-100) in India.

The pact signifies a major step
in India’s civil aviation
manufacturing, a sector
historically dominated by
imports.




Parameter

Parties Involved

Aircraft Type

MoU Signed At

Signatories

Purpose

Target Market

Details

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (India) & United Aircraft
Corporation (Russia)

SJ-100 — Twin-engine, narrow-body civil commuter jet

Moscow

Prabhat Ranjan (HAL) & Oleg Bogomolov (UAC)

Joint production and manufacturing of SJ-100 aircraft in
India

Domestic operators under UDAN + regional routes in
Indian Ocean countries




Feature Specification

Type Regional Jet (short-haul)
Capacity /5-100 passengers
Range 2,400-3,000 km

Engines Twin-engine (narrow-body)

Over 200 aircraft already produced; used by 16+

Status .
commercial airlines globally

Category Civil commuter aircraft for regional connectivity




Dimension

Defence—-Civil Synergy

India—Russia Ties

Regional Aviation Demand

Export Potential

Significance

HAL diversifying from defence to civil aviation,
boosting industrial balance.

Reinforces long-standing Indo-Russian
cooperation in aerospace (MiG, Sukhoi,
BrahMos).

India expected to need 200+ short-haul
aircraft for domestic connectivity & 350 more
for Indian Ocean tourism routes in the next
decade.

Future prospects for export to South Asia,
ASEAN, and Africa.




Project

AVRO HS-748

SARAS (NAL)

Tejas / LCA/ALH
Dhruv

Period

1961-1988

1999—Present

Qutcome

India’s last full
passenger aircraft
manufactured by HAL.

Ongoing indigenous light
transport aircraft project
by NAL.

Defence aircraft; paved
the way for civilian tech
spin-offs.




UN report finds countries’ emission
reductions short of goal set in Paris

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the Conference of
Parties (COP 30) in Belem,
Brazil, next month, the Un-
ited Nations made public a
“synthesis report” on
Tuesday that finds coun-
tries are poised to reduce
emissions by only 17% of
2019 levels by 2035 — well
below what is required to
keep earth from heating up
by 1.5 degrees Celsius or
even 2 degrees Celsius by
the end of the century.

To keep temperatures
below these limits, coun-
tries must cut emissions by
37% and 57%, respectively,
of 2019 levels by 2035.

The synthesis is based
on countries’ updated na-
tionally determined contri-
butions (NDC), which are
promises to cut fossil fuel
emissions or plant forests
(to capture carbon diox-
ide) until 2035. Tuesday’s
report is only a partial pic-
ture as only 64, out of a po-

The report says countries will cut emissions by only 17% by 2035,
far below the 1.5 degrees Celsius limit. GETTY IMAGES

tential 190 countries, have
submitted updated NDCs
until September 30. India
is among the countries that
is yet to submit updated
NDCs, after its last submis-
sion in August 2022.

While conversation in
the lead-up to climate
COPs generally end to
weigh heavily towards
emissions reductions, the
NDCs that have been sub-
mitted so far are also
stressing two other impor-
tant pillars of climate ac-

tion — adaptation and resi-
lience, with 73% of the new
NDCs including an ‘adapta-
tion’ component, the re-
port notes. Adaptation ref-
ers to steps that must be
taken by countries to adapt
to ongoing and future im-
pact from warming.

“All NDCs go beyond mi-
tigation to include ele-
ments, inter alia, on adap-
tation, finance, technology
transfer, capacity building
and addressing loss and
damage, reflecting the

comprehensive scope of
the Paris Agreement,” the
report notes.

With regard to green-
house gas emission (GHG)
reductions, the total GHG
emission level resulting
from the implementation
of Parties’ new NDCs is
projected to be around 13
billion tonnes of CO2
equivalent in 2035, which
is 6% below what they pro-
mised in their previous
NDCs (submitted from
2020-2022).

Domestic pledges
Afforestation, reforestation
and adding solar energy
were identified as the op-
tions with the greater need
for support. Some Parties
have announced domestic
pledges and projects, such
as tripling global renewa-
ble energy capacity by
2030, enhancing low-car-
bon hydrogen production
and expanding Carbon
Capture Utilisation and
Storage (CCUS) capacity.



Ahead of COP-30 (to be held in
Belem, Brazil, next month), the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) has released a
“Synthesis Report”.

The report evaluates progress
made by countries toward their
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) — the
emission reduction pledges
made under the Paris
Agreement (2015).



Parameter

Emission Reduction by 2035
Required Reduction (Paris Goal)

Total GHG Emissions (Projected
2035)

Countries Covered

India’s Status

Findings (2025 Report)

Only 17% reduction compared to
2019 levels

37-57% cut needed to limit global
warming to 1.5°C-2°C

~13 billion tonnes of CO,
equivalent, 6% higher than earlier
commitments

64 countries (out of 190) submitted
updated NDCs

Yet to submit updated NDC since
August 2022



Target

® Temperature

4 NDCs

L Finance & Support

Objective

Limit global temperature rise to below 2°C, ideally 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels.

Countries submit Nationally Determined Contributions
— their plans to cut emissions and adapt to climate
change.

Developed nations to provide $100 billion/year to
developing countries for mitigation and adaptation.



India’s Position

India’s last NDC submission (2022) includes:

e Reducing emission intensity|of GDP by 45% by 2030 (from 2005 levels).

e Achieving 50% cumulative electric power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by
2030.

e Net-zero emissions target by 2070 (announced at COP-26, Glasgow).

India is yet to submit its updated 2035 NDC, though it continues to
expand renewables, afforestation, and hydrogen production
Initiatives.




Target Year

2030
2035

2050 (Net
Zero)

Current
Pathway

-5% (from 2019
levels)

-17%

Achievable only
If Immediate
action taken

Required
Pathway
(1.5°C)
-43%
-57%

Needed by mid-
century

Gap

38% gap
40% gap

Decade delay
risk
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India’s metro network and ridership quadrupled in the last decade
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ndia’s metro train networks

have significantly developed

in just over a decade. In 2014,
India’s metro network covered 248
km across five cities; by 2025, it co-
vered more than 1,000 km across
23 cities. That makes India home
to the world’s third largest metro
train network, behind only China
and the US., according to the
Press Information Bureau.

Delhi leads with a sprawling 394
km network, followed by Bengalu-
ru (96 km), Mumbai (80.2 km),
and Kolkata (74 km). Many of the
newer, smaller networks, such as
in Nagpur, Lucknow, and Pune,
are also expanding at a brisk pace.

Consequently, the average daily
ridership has quadrupled over the
past decade, from 28 lakh in 2014
to 1.12 crore in 2025.

The Delhi metro alone carries
about 65 lakh passengers each
weekday, while Bengaluru handles
around 10 lakh and Mumbai about
8.5 lakh daily. Kolkata, one of the
oldest metro systems, carries
more than 6 lakh passengers daily.
In 2024, Kolkata launched India’s
first underwater metro tunnel.

Networks such as Pune (carry-
ing 2.18 lakh passengers daily),
Chennai (3.19 lakh), and Hydera-
bad (4.7 lakh) are seeing steady
growth in patronage. Smaller me-
tros such as Lucknow, Nagpur, and
Jaipur record between 0.5 to 1.5
lakh commuters a day.

Fares vary widely, though the
minimum base fare is generally T10
across most metro systems. Many
metro systems also charge custom-
ers on a per km basis. For in-
stance, in the Chennai metro, the
base fare is ¥2.14 per km and in the
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar me-
tros, it is 3.2 per km. For longer
distances, most metros have a fare
cap; for instance, the Bengaluru
metro caps fares at ¥90 for jour-
neys of 30 km or more.

cM IR




Parameter

Total Network Length
Network Length in 2014
Rank (World)

Daily Ridership (2025)

Major Systems

Details

Over 1,000 km across 23 cities

248 km across 5 cities

3rd largest (after China & USA)

1.12 crore passengers/day (up from 28 lakh
in 2014)

Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Pune, Nagpur, Lucknow, Jaipur




City

Delhi
Bengaluru
Mumbai
Kolkata
Pune
Hyderabad
Chennai

Lucknow / Nagpur /
Jaipur

Network Length (km)

394 km
96 km
80.2 km
74 km

Daily Ridership
(approx.)

65 lakh
10 lakh
8.5 lakh
6 lakh
2.18 lakh
4.7 lakh
3.19 lakh

0.5-1.5 lakh




Network length (in km)

The bars on the left show the total
length of each metro network in km,
The bigger the bar, the longer the
network length

 For Instance, this bar is for Delhi.
The total network length is 394
km, making it the targest network

in India. The second largest is
Bengaluru (96 km)

B o 20.71 kem
- Lucknow: 32.94 km

N Kanpur: 16km
W Jaipue: 11,97 km

Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar: 62.73 km

Mumbal: 80.2 km

W Navi Mumbai: 11.1 km

- Pune: 33.2 km

Nagpur 40.02 km

-“""“’""“"' )

L3 iorth |

Hyderabad: 69.2 km

Onennal[both
phasesl. 54.05 km
{4
111‘ l “l
I

e
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Ll South)

India
Metro

tracker

The metro networks in the
graphs — left and right — are
arranged in the same order, and
grouped by regions: north, west,
east, and south. The labels are
not repeated for the graph
on the right since the order
remains unchanged

' NOIDA FARE
Minimum: 210; Madimum: 350
LUCKNOW FARE
Minimum: 210; Maximum: 60
KANPUR FARE
Minkmum; 10; Maximun: 840

' JAIPUR FARE
Minkmum: $10; Maximum: 30
AHMEDABAD AND GANDHINAGAR
FARE
21.20 per km
MUMBAI FARE
Minbmum: 830; Maximum: 380
NAVIMUMBAI FARE
2. 70 per km
PUNE FARE
Minienum: 230; Maximum: 235
NAGPUR FARE
Minkmum: 210; Maximum: 340

Average daily ridership (in lakh)

The bars on the right show the average
daily ridership of each metro network
in lakh. The bigger the bar, the more
the number of riders daily

« For instance, this bar is for Delhi,
which has the highest ridership,
The ridership per day is

average
65 lakhs, which is much higher
than the second network in the list,

Bengaluru (10 lakh per day)

= in Delhi metro, the minimum fare
is 211 and the maximum fare is T64

Note for ridership data:
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Kolkata
and Jalpur metro data is for August

2025
Delhi data is for weekdays
Navi Mumba: data is for
September 2025

KOLKATA FARE
Minimum: 15; Maximum: 230°-250*
"between two terminal stations
Aif it involves change of line

"n

HYDERABAD FARE

T11 for first 2 kem; 269 for »» 24 km
BENGALURU FARE

210 for first 2 kom; 290 for »=30 km

—

2214 per km
iR ’9‘ P‘

T LI i

........

.

With inputs from Mohammed

B kgbal, Alisha Dutta, Mayank

Kumar, Abhinay Deshpande,
Anuj Kumar, Moyurie Som,
Darshan Devalah 8 P, Geetanath
V¥, John L Paul, Sunitha S, Vinaya
Deshpande




Dimension
Employment

Time & Cost
Efficiency

Environmental

Real Estate

Impact

Thousands of direct & indirect
jobs created.

Saves urban commuters 30-45
minutes per trip.

Lower air pollution and fuel use.

Boost to commercial & residential
property values along corridors.



City

Chennai

Ahmedabad /
Gandhinagar

Bengaluru

Delhi

Base Fare

10

%10

10

10

Per Km
Rate

22.14/km
<1.2/km

I3/km
(approx.)

32-3/km

Fare Cap
Example

%90 cap for
30+ km

¥60—80
max




Challenge

Financial Viability

Operational Efficiency

Intermodal Connectivity

Standardization

Explanation

High capex; some metros struggle with
low ridership.

Need for integration of ticketing and
scheduling.

First and last-mile transport still weak.

Different fare structures and
technologies across cities.




APPLE THIRD CO TO JOIN $4TN MCAP CLUB

Shares of the Cupertino, California-based company have rallied more
than 56% since its April low, adding about $1.4tn in market value as
optimism surrounding its updated line of iPhones and easing tariff
pressures have buoyed the stock price in recent months

. Nvidia Leads In Race To $5Tn Mark

Apple & Microsoft are neck-in-neck for 2nd spot
. 5 — Apple — Microsoft (54.1tn)

L 4

On The Back Of iPhone, Not Al

Apple was the first company ever to top
$1tn market cap mark in Aug 2018

(Mcap in $tn)

s1

1

2024 2025

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

> According to Wall Street analysts, the
iPhone-maker becoming only the third
public company in history to reach the
milestone despite missing out on Al so far
is a ‘watershed moment’ for Big Tech

> The rally comes on the back of stronger-
than-expected demand for its latest iPhone
lineup, a signal that analysts say could
indicate that a long-awaited upgrade cycle
is finally underway

vI
Ne

~— Nvidia (54.7tn)

Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct
2023 2024 2025

> Apple’s ascension to the $4tn market cap
: comes just months after Nvidia became the first
: company in history to achieve the milestone

i » Fellow Magnificent Seven giant Microsoft

i briefly cracked the mark in July after reporting
i strong quarterly earnings, but failed to close

i above the level. Microsoft jumped back

i above the $4tn threshold on Tuesday after

i announcing a new pact with OpenAl

Source: Bloomberg, Reuters, LSEG Data & Analytics




Musk challenges Wikipedia with his own Al encyclopedia

DIFFHENT NARRATIVES

San Francisco: Elon Musk on
Monday unveiled his own ver-
sionof Wikipedia, the crowdso-
urced online encyclopedia,
with entries edited by xAl, his
artificial intelligence company;
The new project, Grokipedia,
would “purge out the propagan-
da" flooding Wikipedia, Musk
claimed in a post on his social
media site, X. Grokipedia,
which briefly crashed after its
launch Monday, tallied more
than 800,000 Al-generated ency-
clopedia entries, compared
with Wikipedia's nearly 8 mil-
lion human-written ones.

An entry on Musk said his
public persona “blends innova-
tive visionary with irreverent
provocateur” and featured de-
tails of his diet, noting his con-
sumption of “occasional indul-
gences like morning donuts
and multiple Diet Cokes daily"
Grokipedia also has entries on
OpenAl, a competitor of XAl

and political figures including
President Donald Trump and
the New York mayoral candida-
te Zohran Mamdani.

The new site adds to Musk's
online media ecosystem, which
coheres with his personal poli-
tical views, On X, Musk has re-
instated right-wing creators
andallowed them toreachenor-
mous audiences, and he has
used X as a bully pulpit to drive
govt funding cuts. He has also
tweaked xAl's chatbot, Grok, to
lean further to the right. “The
impulse to control knowledge
is as old as knowledge itself,”
said Ryan McGrady, a senior re-
search fellow at the University
of Massachusetts Ambherst
who studies encyclopedias and
social media, “Controlling
what gets written isa way to ga-
in or keep power.”

Some Grokipedia entries
appeared to align with Musk’s
views. On gender transition,
which Musk has publicly oppo-
sed, the site said medical treat-

Grokipedia | George Perry
Floyd Jr. (Oct 14, 1973 - May
25, 2020) was an American
man with a lengthy criminal
record including convictions
for armed robbery, drug
possession, and theft in
Texas from 1997 to 2007...

=
Lo

Wikipedia | George Perry
Floyd Jr. (Oct 14, 1973 - May 25,
2020) was an African American
man who was murdered

by a white police officer in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, during
an arrest made after a store
clerk suspected Floyd had used
a counterfeit twenty-dollar bill,
on May 25, 2020...

Who was George Floyd? An African-American
man who died in police custody in Minneapolis on
May 25, 2020, after officer Derek Chauvin knelt on

his neck. The incident, captured on video, led to

__. widespread protests against police brutality and
~ systemic racism, with his words, 'l can't breathe,’
i becoming a rallying cry

ment for transgender people
was based on evidence that was
“limited and of low quality"
Wikipedia's page said scientific
understanding of the subject
had existed for decades.
Wikipedia, which debuted
almost 25 years ago, has faced
increasing criticism from con-
servatives in recent months.
Musk and his political allies ha-
ve argued that the online ency-
clopedia is too “woke" and ex-
cludes conservative media out-
lets from its approved citations.
Musk fiercely criticised the
site in Jan, after the entry on
him was edited to note that he
had thrown hisrightarm stiffly
into the air in front of him —a
gesture many onlookers quick-
ly compared to a Nazi salute —
duringa celebratory speech ho-
nouring Trump’s inaugura-
tion. Musk has denied any mea-
ning behind his gesture, somet-
hing also included in the entry.
“Since legacy media propagan-
da is considered a ‘valid’ source

by Wikipedia, it naturally simp-
ly becomes an extension of le-
gacy media propaganda!” he
posted, calling for its donors to
stop contributing to the site.
Musk announced his inten-
tion to build a competing site
this month. “Wikipedia has
achieved a dominant position. I
hope Grokipedia challenges it
and is able to fix that,” said Da-
vid Sacks, the Al czar of the
Trump administration and an
investor in several of Musk’s
companies, in his podcast. “But
the easier path might just be for
Wikipedia to stop blackballing
and censoring conservative
publications, rather than rebu-
ilding that whole thing.”
Wikipedia faces challenges
as its entries are used to train
Al said representatives for the
Wikimedia Foundation, the
non-profit that oversees the on-
line encyclopedia. Jimmy Wa-
les, a Wikipedia co-founder, sa-
id that he did not think Al could
replace the site’'saccuracy. nvr



» Elon Musk, founder of xAl and owner of X (formerly Twitter), has launched a new Al-powered online
encyclopedia named “Grokipedia” — positioned as an alternative to Wikipedia.

* Musk claims the new platform will “purge propaganda” and provide “truthful, Al-curated

knowledge.”
About Grokipedia
Feature Details
Developer xAl (Elon Musk's artificial intelligence company)
Linked Platform X (formerly Twitter)
Launch Date October 2025
Entries at Launch 800,000+ Al-generated articles
Comparison Wikipedia has ~8 million human-written articles

Purpose Claimed Counter alleged bias and “woke propaganda” on Wikipedia



Key Highlights
e Grokipedia's entries are Al-generated and Al-edited, using xAl's chatbot “Grok.”
» |t crashed temporarily on launch day due to high traffic.
* Musk positioned Grokipedia as independent of legacy media, accusing Wikipedia of bias and
censorship.
» The encyclopedia includes entries on OpenAl, political leaders (e.g., Donald Trump), and

controversial topics (e.g., gender transition, George Floyd).

L "Different Narratives” — Example: George Floyd Entry

Topic Grokipedia (Al-edited) Wikipedia (Human-edited)

Description Emphasizes George Floyd's Describes Floyd as an African American man murdered by
criminal record and past offenses. a police officer, leading to global anti-racism protests.

Tone Analytical, data-heavy, often Human rights—-centered, emphasizing racial injustice.

leaning conservative.

ul Implication: Grokipedia's “factual” framing contrasts with Wikipedia's “sociopolitical” framing,
reflecting ideological divides.



Criticism

Bias and Ideology

Al Accuracy Issues

Propaganda & Polarization

Reliability vs Speed

Explanation

Despite claims of neutrality, Grokipedia
reportedly leans toward right-wing
interpretations.

Al-generated entries risk misinformation and
lack context or human editorial review.

Critics argue it may deepen ideological
divides rather than bridge them.

Wikipedia’s human moderation offers slower
but more reliable editing.




Word of the day

Equivocal:

open to two or more interpretations; or of
uncertain nature or significance; or (often)
intended to mislead; open to question; uncertain
as a sign or indication

Synonyms: ambiguous

Usage: The officer’s equivocal behaviour
increased the victim’s uneasiness.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/equivocalpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: Ja'kwivakal/
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