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The Lokpat, in 3 full Bench
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the three complaints aganst
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Hindenburg case, bringing
major reliet lov her. » PAGE 4
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NDA ready to form govt. in Manlpur, say MLAs

10 MLAs meet Governor and claim support of 44
lawmakers in the State to form a ‘popular’ govt.

GUWAHATI

scarred State since the im-

P n of President’s Rule
©on February 13.
mid the ongoing cf- BJP legislator Thok-
vil chom singh,

spearheaded by a

who was part of the delega-
tion, said that 44 MLAs of
the NDA were ready to
form a new government.

‘A courtesy call”
A central BJP leader, ho-
wever, the de-

an
him that 44 legislators of
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) were ready
to form a new government.
hl&h! of the MLAs who
vernor were
Fromn the Nharatya Janaa
Party (BJP) and one from
the National People’s Parcy
(NPP). One was an
ne

The Raj Bhavan said in a
statement that the MLAs
the 1 o

refused to a) for his
“Kannada language came from
Tamil language* remarks. He
s34k that the comment was.
made “out of love™ and he will
not apologise for it. » PAGE 2

der and political situation
in the State with the Gov
nor, who has been admi-

velopment saying that the
visit of the MLAs was more
ofa courtesy call, and a go-
vernment is unlikely to be

formed soon.
The legislators also dis-
cussed ways to initiate
peace process in the State,
h Bhavan added.
issues they discussed

ba
standing and strengthen-
ing security arrangements.
Further, they urged the Go-
vernor to expedite the for-

They also discuss the law-and-order and political
situation in the State, now under President’s Rule

'\[Zl

-
United fromt: Manipur MLAS meet with Govermor Ajay Kumar Shalla
1 the Raj Bhawan in Imphal on Wednesday. eri

vernment in the State.” the

statement

Raj Bhavan's
said.

The development oc-
less

hehiad sub-
vernor, detailing the xleps
taken during his tenure to
Sdentify llegal immigranes

-om Myanmar
prive e aadressing the

and

‘Resuming free movement
on highways will take time’

NEW DELHI
The Union Ministry of
Home has “clearly
stated™ 1l

mow
National Highways and

security ar

ways to lnma(e peace process, says Raj Bhavan

the boil again since May

gers of a bus cover the
wor ‘Manipur _State
Transport” displayed on a

resestlement of internally government.

displ. persons in bus was carrying Imphal-

Manipur will “take some based journalis in-

time”, a delegation of formation offic} cover

thie' Shirvd Lity Resiival s

Melzed civil society bodies
sasd on

heul disorict.
FULL REPORT OM The incident made the
» PAGE 4 Coordinating Committee

Integrity (CO-

have ot set foot In Imphal
since the ethnic conflict
with the Meitel people
broke out on May 3.

1In the interest of State
Manipur has 60 MLAS. Ten

e support of the pe-
ople for a smooth govern-
ment formation,”  Sapa:

COMD), a Meitel organisa-

Governor on Wednesday, tion, call for a 48-hour gen-
eral ike. The

the Governor a paper v from Mr. Bhalla

signed by 22 MLAs. for the bus incident, which
“This Is the same paper  “undermined Manipur's

we gave o Prime Minister identity, name, pride, and

Narendra Modi earlier. The  respect™

remaining signatories are The COCOMI also de-

manded the resignation of

wants a popular govern-

“Trump’s offer
for trade access
helped avert war”
~EW DELI

-
The US. govemment has, for
the first time, clamed In court

One killed, 48
injured in Gaza
aid site attack

DEIR AL BALAK

U.S.ed foundation. » PAGE 14

nistering the conflicc- mation of a popular go- gunedln discu: Kuki-Zo communities and  pendent MLA who met the Manipur has been on  al of Police Rajiv Singh.
S f serenity SC Collegium ]IP OW tl 1 fallS to =t
T = " | moots transfer sr

Boats anchored on the bank of the Hooghly rver Walting for 10urists JUrng Sunset in Kolkata on Wednesday. P11

There is 70% chance that average warming
will exceed 1.5°C in next four years, warns UN

ence France Presse
GENEVA

The

the 1.5 degrees Celsius in-
ternationsal %

The planet is therefore
expected to remain at his-
toric levels of warming af-

biished by the World Mete-
orological Organization,
the UN's weather and cli
mate agency.

No signs of re:
“we ha

cord,” said the WMO's de-
cme
x

Warning sign: A block of ice melts in the Argentine Lake in the

puty secretary-general Ko
snfortunately,

this WaO report provides
10 sign of respite over the

oming ye:

Y 3015 Paris climate
aimed to limit glo-
bal warming to well below
2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels — and

Parque Nacionai Los GIa<iares in Argenting. st PHoTS

to pursue efforts to peg it at
1.5 degrees Celsius.

The targets are calculat-
ed relative to the 1550-1900

change. The more optimis-
tic 1.5 degrees Celsius tar-

tists now consider impossi-

ble to achieve. as CO2

emissions are seill
ing.

MO's latest pro-
jections are compiled by
Britain's Met Office nation-
al weather service, based
on forecasts from multiple
global centres.

agency forecasts

aversws, heltes. humanicy
began

coal, oil and gx:.
emit carbon dioxide (CO2)
— the greenhouse gas large-
Iy responstble for climate

e.

“This is entirely consis-
tent with our proximity to
passing 1.5 degrees Celstus
on a long-term basis in the

late 2020s or early 2030s."
said Peter Thomne, director
of the Irish Climate Analy-
sis and Research Units
group at the University of
Maynooth. “1w expect

his

the five-year outlook, e
added_

The WMO says there is
an 80% chance that at least

of ice caps, sea ice and

glaciers.
|

Chief Justices

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court Colle.

glum mmen,
the er of the Chief
Justices of the High Courts

by the Chief Justice of Indsa

B.R. Gavai, has pr

the transfer of Madras High
=

Court Justice K-R.
Shriram to Rajasthan. In
return, us-

eight-month low
of 2.7% in April

In the Slow lane

£, electricity, const
ices ceagaed down 1P groweh

ol 4
April 2024 Aug. 2024

tice Manindra Mohan Shri-
vastava was recommended
to head the Madras High
Court.

The May 26 resolution
of the

NEW DELHI

Growth in industrial activi-
ty in the country slowed to
an eight-month low of 2.7%
in April 2025, dragged
down by lower activity in
several sectors, including

=oods ¢
by 0.4% in April, an eight-
month low.

~On the forefront was a
smart increa: capital
goods mpparved by, boch

Jharkhand High Court | mining ying.
Chief Justice MS. Rama. | clectricity, petmary 4
2 Rao was proposed | infrast and con-
for transfer to Tripura. struction. and Sosiammnes
The a sep-
re- | the Index of Industrial Pre

arate resolution. ha:
commende:

me:
of the

deas, Kerala, Andhra Pra-

Bombay, Delhi, Ra-
)aﬂhan Calcutta,
Allahabad, Punjab, Harya-
na, Gauhati, Orissa, Mad-

tices of the High Courts of
Pradesh, Karnata-
ko, Cauhati, Patna, and
Jharkhand.

duction (1P) for April 2035
by the Ministry of
and

cal ~ Madan
Sahnav‘ls chle( e conamise
at the roda said.

“While there was a favour-
able base effect, growth of
20.3% is impressive. It
needs to be seen if this is
In the coming

on Wed-

nesday.
Growth in industrial ac-
tivity was last slower in Au-
sust AOZ-I when Ihe P va-

Iue
showmg no growth.

In April this year, the
mining and quarrying sec-
tor shrank O.2%, its worst
performance since August
202

4.
cay

Notably, the capital goods
sector saw ve:

The electricity sector
saw growth slowing to 1.1%

one is looking at
s dhs pick up
Consumer durables

The consumer durables
segment saw growth quick-
ening to 64%, a three-

rabi

Sabnavis added.

the sect
in four out of the last five
months.



There is 70% chance that average warming
will exceed 1.5°C in next four years, warns UN

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

The United Nations
warned on Wednesday
that there is a 70% chance
that average warming from
2025 to 2029 would exceed
the 1.5 degrees Celsius in-
ternational benchmark.

The planet is therefore
expected to remain at his-
toric levels of warming af-
ter the two hottest years
ever recorded in 2023 and
2024, according to an an-
nual climate report pu-
blished by the World Mete-
orological Organization,
the UN’s weather and cli-
mate agency.

No signs of respite

“We have just experienced
the 10 warmest years on re-
cord,” said the WMO’s de-

Warning sign: A block of ice melts in the Argentine Lake in the
Parque Nacional Los Glaciares in Argentina. FILE PHOTO

puty secretary-general Ko
Barrett. “Unfortunately,
this WMO report provides
no sign of respite over the
coming years.”

The 2015 Paris climate
accords aimed to limit glo-
bal warming to well below
2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels — and

to pursue efforts to peg it at
1.5 degrees Celsius.

The targets are calculat-
ed relative to the 1850-1900
average, before humanity
began industrially burning
coal, oil and gas, which
emit carbon dioxide (CO2)
—the greenhouse gas large-
ly responsible for climate

change. The more optimis-
tic 1.5 degrees Celsius tar-
get is one that growing
numbers of climate scien-
tists now consider impossi-
ble to achieve, as CO2
emissions are still
increasing.

The WMO'’s latest pro-
jections are compiled by
Britain’s Met Office nation-
al weather service, based
on forecasts from multiple
global centres.

The agency forecasts
that the global mean near-
surface temperature for
each year between 2025
and 2029 will be between
1.2 degrees Celsius and 1.9
degrees Celsius above the
pre-industrial average.

“This is entirely consis-
tent with our proximity to
passing 1.5 degrees Celsius
on a long-term basis in the

late 2020s or early 2030s,”
said Peter Thorne, director
of the Irish Climate Analy-
sis and Research Units
group at the University of
Maynooth. “I would expect
in two to three years this
probability to be 100%” in
the five-year outlook, he
added.

The WMO says there is
an 80% chance that at least
one year between 2025
and 2029 will be warmer
than the current warmest
year on record: 2024.

There is no consensus
yet on how best to assess
long-term warming.

Every fraction of a de-
gree of additional warming
can intensify heatwaves,
extreme precipitation,
droughts, and the melting
of ice caps, sea ice and
glaciers.




1. 70% Probability of Breaching 1.5°C Limit

* According to the World Meteorological Organization (WMOQ), there is a 70% chance that global
average temperatures from 2025 to 2029 will exceed the 1.5°C threshold above pre-industrial

levels.
2. Recent Trends Reinforce Alarming Pattern

* The two hottest years on record were 2023 and 2024, continuing a trend of rising global

temperatures.

The 10 warmest years on record have occurred recently, indicating a consistent upward

trajectory.




3. Paris Agreement Target in Jeopardy

e The 2015 Paris Climate Agreement aimed to cap global warming at well below 2°C, with efforts
to limit it to 1.5°C.

» Scientists now believe the 1.5°C goal is nearly impossible due to continuous rise in CO,

emissions from burning fossil fuels.




4. Expected Temperature Range (2025-2029)

» Global near-surface temperatures projected to rise between 1.2°C to 1.9°C above pre-industrial

levels.

5. 80% Chance of Warmest Year Breaking Record

e WMO says there's an 80% chance that at least one year between 2025-2029 will be warmer

than 2024, the current warmest year on record.
6. Long-term Outlook Uncertain
* No clear consensus on how best to measure long-term warming.

» Some scientists expect a 100% chance of breaching 1.5°C within the next 2-3 years.




I Consequences of Additional Warming

7. Potential Climate Impacts
 More intense heatwaves
e |ncreased extreme rainfall and droughts
e Faster melting of ice caps, glaciers, and sea ice

e Rising sea levels
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THE HINDU

States

Despite oral
assurance to
HC, plaint filed
against CMRL

EMRLs plea challenging an
investigation by the Se-
rious Fraud Investigation
Office (SF10) was still
pen

Justice  Subramoium

that the complaint
shall not be filed till dispo-
sal of the petition, though
investigation may

continue.
The Ministry of Corpo-
rate Affairs (MCA) had on

3 daughter
of Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayl Vijayan — CMRL

xa

Nurdle spill is a wake-up call: expert

While not inherent

y toxic.

flets remain a

Tous

lutant: their short- and long-term impacts include

habitat contamination and breaking down into micro and nano plastics, and entering the food chain. says expert

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

iny plastic pellets
Al v
bear_hes in Thiru-

the sinking of the contain-
er vessel MSC Ei

have serious implications
for the marine and coastal
h

toxic, the pellets remain

utant. l‘helr
short- and long-term im-
pacts include habitat con-
tamination and their
breaking down Into micro

Monitoring Lab, Depart-

Plastic u
06 3 COastal 0ad I TNINAANANTHIPUTAM. MEWAL HARS

ment of Aquatic Biology
and Fisheries, University
of Kerala.

The ‘nurdle spill’ on Ker-
ala’s coast is a wake-up call
for India’s coastal manage-
ment, shipping safety, and
marine conservation, Dr.
BYu Kumar said on Wed-

washed up
rome

after conducting
field verifications at the

Varkala Kochuvell
beaches in Thiruvanan-
am.  “While the
crew of MSC ELS,
were safely rescued. the

said, describing this as the

fizst major incident of plas-
in India

low-density polyethylene

(LDPE) and high-density

polystiniene GIDPE). They
the

rial household

mene. LOPE fs quirs il
said.

The Chief Minister’s Of-
fice (CMO) stated that the

Gold loans: CM Stalin
asks FM to advise RBI
to reconsider rules

CHENNAL

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin

india (RBD) to reconsider
the proposed restrictions
in the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (Lending against Gold

livery system in Tamil Na-
du and across many parts
of south India, where gold-
haded loans serve as a
source of timely,

Shortte alcre.
and

saged
Gontended in his letter to
the n Minister. The

202s.
Underlining five major
that affected

roril et s s,

ible tubing,
paper cartons and cables,
detergent bottles, h:

and crates. They are akso
used in packaging mate-

rapid response teams un-
der the command of the
State  Pollution Control

and dous mate-
rials that are running ash-
ore and threat to

fishermen and the marine
environment.

.

proposal is likely
5 remilt by aestinia e
tions to the rural credit de-

would directly curtail this
essential channel, effec-
tively excluding a seg-
ment of genuine and needy

rs from the formal

fmancial system, he added.
Mr Stalin said: “It is im-
PR conti

nues to be accepted as col-
lateral for agricultural and
allied s of up to T2
lakh.~

Incremental authoritarianism at work in India, says N. Ram

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

A number of factors have

media and in sections of
the mainstream media.
Delivering a lecture in
memory of M.P. Veerendra
Kumar, former Managing

dscape.
N. Ram, former Editor-in-
Chief, The Hindu, said on

esday, rou-
bling ey S S
munalism as a political mo-
bilisation strategy and the
re-jigging and manipula-

Director,
Mr. Ram pointed out that
the countly faced an inten-

communal
trated hate campaigns and
crimes, and fascistic vio-
lence directed at minori-
ties and others.

N. flam, former Editor.in-Chief, The Mindu, delivering 3 lecture in
e .

tions and the values, spirit,

and even the letter of these

foundational charters.
‘Quoting scholars Chris-

Inde;
dltnmlshlp = the Bt

975 by rime Minbcer .
dira Gandhi — was a com-
plex that
was “neither a parenthe-
sis, nor so much as a turn-

backed by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and

ZSeveral Indian television

news channels and main-

stream newspapers are

clearly engaged in propa-
and

Accused in
Anna varsity
sexual assault
case convicted

The Hindu Bureau
THENNAL

Thie Miakila Colut in Chers.
nai on Wed convice-
ed Gunasekaran, 37. the
lone accused in the sexual
assault on a student on An-
B8 Universey -Camptis.

e is tion of state institutions. “India had on Py ing point, but a concen- ., after find-
plicated, as u-e cnmplalnz He also listed the rise and xperienced some of trate of a style of rule, Ing consent for the ideolo- Ing g\n‘l!y oﬂhe oﬂ'en:v
is under consideration be- enormous spread of social this from the 19! vernment, said. two leaders might have elan alive today™. This ln- £y, policies, and actions of es he was
fore another High u,un‘ media in soclety, and the  situation tumed qualita- Drawing a comparison rl.Iangly different back-  volved. other  the ruling party. However, The quantum fpunuh
and any r ‘weaj isation of hate tively worse in 2014, when betw Prime M and styles, their things, “a lectical rela- there is evidence that inde- ment will be pronounced
this could mxerrem speech, disinformation, there was a regime change  Nary and US. inistrations shared an uonshlp between pendent, investigative | on June 2.
with those ongoing misinformation, and toxic that proved to be much President Donald Trump, authoritarian for lism nd authoritarian- Journalism is alive, new;uch.uggdundexu
proceedings. propaganda both on soctal  more than a change of go-  Mr. Ram said that whilethe  their countries’ Constitu-  ism.* The BIP regime, and ) of the law.
INBRIEF Dhole territory
- Centre approves

Kerala govt. planning law to
allow culling of wild boars

‘The Kerala Cabinet on

oy farmiands in the State. It directed
roposals for the

ik P
administrati

draft Bill. The

son has faced repeated criticism from

Church-backed settler farmer communities, a
significant electoral bloc, for allegedly not doing
0 mitigate human-wildlife conflicts.

Bodies of three boys retrieved
from the Gowthami in A.P.

brought It to the notice

0 light after two friends ormgdecesed
of the victims'

* parents.

booked against 15 persons

‘The Bantwal Rural police in Kamnataks have
connection with the

booked 15 persons in

murder of Abdul Rehman, 32, secretary of
Koltamajalu jumma Masjid. in Koltamajalu on

polic:
rs as accused.

Deepak, Sumit,
acked

and13 group
Abit Rehehan and Kalundas Shir when they

were unloading

Rehman died on

admitted to a private
=

sand from a pick up vebicle.
the spos, while
hospital.

—=
Houseful: paticw wid dogs, also known as dholes, In thew specally designed enclosure at the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park in

day. The park

the highest population of dholes in India. % & DEERK

construction of
highway in A.P.

NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs on Wed-
nesday approved the con-
struction a 108-km four-
lane greenfield highway

n Badvel Nel-
lore l.n Andhra l”rndes
with an estimated outlay of
23.653.10 crore.

The project, to be deve-
loped on National Highway
7. will be implemented
under the Design-Buil
nance-Operate- Transfer
(DBFOT) model, the Mins-
try of Road Transport
Highways said in a state-
ment.

According to the Minis-
try, the proposed corridor

is expected to enhance re-
connectivity by link-

napatnam Node on the
Chennai-Bengaluru Indus-
trial Corridor (CBIC).

Port. The new corridor
would reduce wravel dis-
tance to port by 33.9
km, hnngmg it down to
and cut travel
time hymmly an hour.

Seized ‘MDMA turns

out to be sugar, two
accused walk free

KASARAGOD

A new job opportunity
turned into a harrowing
five-month ordeal for two

men, who were y
Jatled on of possess-
lng MDMA, only to be re-
leased after a test report re-
o that he - selt
tance was rock sugar.
Manikandan, 46, of Kan-

the Nadakavu police in

Kozhikode. cers with
the District Anti-Narcotic
Special Action Force (DAN-

Despite their claims that

el i
booked and remanded.
“Their pleas for bail were re-

ed
maintained all along.

A senior DANSAF offic-
er, on condition of ano-
nymity, said the duo were

on credible

“According to our sourc-
es, they came to Kozhikode
to purchase MDMA, but
were duped and were sold
rock sugar instead.” the of-
ficer said. He claimed the

0 admitted to this dur-

ing

Hyderabad teenager becomes youngest
Indian to finish Seven Summits challenge

Sai Niki
HYDERABAD

wanath
kanti has become the

Hyderabad teenager Vi
Karthikey

the wortd to to complete the
lege: A sunun

challenge the

highest peak on each conts-

nent. The feat ranks
among the most presti-
gious

mountaine:

ering.

The 16-year-olds final
ascent came on May 27,
when he dimbed Mount
S maan m) after
weeks of gruelling climb-
Ing. ~Standing on the sum-
% of Breres snd om-
pleting the Seven Summits
is a dream come true.” said

©On top: Vishwanath Karthikey Padakant! Is the S6cond youngest

Vishwanath hikey.
“This journey tested every
rt of me — physically,
mentally. and emotional
rm grateful for the love
and support I've received
throughout this journey.”
His Journey began dur-

persca in the workd to complete the legendary challenge.

ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic in 2020, when his elder
sister Valshnavi was pre-
paring o trek Rudugaira
una 5
wmmh en just 11, ex-
pressed ineress i Jjoining
her. His family was scepti-

cal. “We discouraged him,~

ed in failure, but someth-

He went on to climb

agua, Denall, Kili-
manjaro, Elbrus, Vinson.
and each

climb hulldl.ng towards his
final Evere:

Me'n(orshlp pl:uyed a
critical role. He




Hyderabad teenager becomes youngest
Indian to finish Seven Summits challenge

B. Sai Nikita
HYDERABAD

Hyderabad teenager Vish-
wanath Karthikey Pada-
kanti has become the
youngest Indian and the
second youngest person in
the world to complete the
legendary ‘Seven Summits’
challenge - scaling the
highest peak on each conti-
nent. The feat ranks
among the most presti-
gious in global
mountaineering.

The 16-year-old’s final
ascent came on May 27,
when he climbed Mount
Everest (8,848 m) after
weeks of gruelling climb-
ing. “Standing on the sum-
mit of Everest and com-
pleting the Seven Summits
is a dream come true,” said

|

On top: Vishwanath Karthikey Padakanti is the second youngest

S

person in the world to complete the legendary challenge.

Vishwanath  Karthikey.
“This journey tested every
part of me — physically,
mentally, and emotionally.
I’'m grateful for the love
and support I've received
throughout this journey.”
His journey began dur-

ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic in 2020, when his elder
sister Vaishnavi was pre-
paring to trek Rudugaira
peak in Uttarakhand. Vish-
wanath, then just 11, ex-
pressed interest in joining
her. His family was scepti-
R

cal. “We discouraged him,”
recalled his mother, Laxmi
Padakanti, “but his sister
insisted we give him a
chance. The first trek end-
ed in failure, but someth-
ing in him had changed.”
He went on to climb
Aconcagua, Denali, Kili-
manjaro, Elbrus, Vinson,

and Kosciuszko, each
climb building towards his
final Everest push.

Mentorship played a
critical role. He trained un-
der Bharath and Lieute-
nant Romil Barthwal, an
Indian Army veteran and
noted mountaineer. As for
what comes next, Ms. Lax-
mi says he is only going to
better his record. “He is in-
terested in joining the Ar-
my as well,” Ms. Laxmi
says.



1. Youngest Indian to Finish the Seven Summits

» Vishwanath Karthikey Padakanti (16) becomes the youngest Indian and the second youngest in

the world to complete the Seven Summits challenge.

The Seven Summits entail climbing the highest peak on each continent, a prestigious global

mountaineering accomplishment.
2. Final Climb: Mount Everest (May 27)

* He reached the summit of Mount Everest (8,848 m) on May 27, completing the challenge after

weeks of grueling climbing.

e Called the feat a "dream come true".




« The Seven Summits Climbed

Continent

Asia

South America

North America

Africa

Europe

Antarctica

Australia/Oceania

Peak

Mount Everest

Aconcagua

Denali

Kilimanjaro

Elbrus

Vinson

Kosciuszko



¢ Early Beginnings & Journey

3. Inspired During COVID-19 (2020)

« At age 11, Vishwanath expressed interest in trekking when his sister Vaishnavi was preparing to
climb Rudugaira peak in Uttarakhand.

Despite his parents’ initial hesitation, he joined and failed his first trek—but showed remarkable

resolve.
4. Persistence and Growth

« Went on to climb each of the Seven Summits over the next four years, each climb building

towards Everest.




Training & Mentorship

5. Mentored by Experts

e Trained under Bharath and Lieutenant Romil Barthwal, a veteran Indian Army mountaineer.

@ What's Next?
6. Future Aspirations
» Family says Vishwanath is interested in joining the Indian Army.

* They believe he's only going to break more records in the future.
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Examining the RBI's remittances survey
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Measles vaccine prevented "9 crore deaths” worldwide

Vaccines ¢

the trajectory of

preventing long-te

and deadly outbreaks resulting in millions of deaths

measles annually in Africa and
1980s

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 29, 1575

India may be elected
member of Security Council
New Delhi, May 28: There is a good chance of
lndhm o one of the five

non-permanent seats on the Security Council
Galling vacans at the end of this year when Iraq,

estimated e Atan . Cameroon, Costa Rica and
dren would get The 19808, 510% of children with - Byelo-Russia complete their two-year terms.
fected by it. and who de- | the disease then died from it. Y Though Pakistan is staking with
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cessful public health efforts.
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2000s,
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between the e

China’s support to the Asian seat, the African,
Latin-American and Soviet blocs are inclined to
support India’s candidature
India has been a member of the
Council thrice before, once during the Korean
fime of the 1967 and 1972
Arab{xn-e_h canﬂlm. when it notabl

of Oxford an
3 shows how far the e Lab.
world has come. It the share
marted that measles of who have re-
ceived their first dose of the va-
rious vaccines.

In the 1980s, coverage was very

in many parts of the world. es-

pecially in Africa, Southeast Asia,
and the Eastern

part in bringing abous a ceaschre followed by
some positive moves to prevent a wider
Pakistan also has served twice on

Global ©
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the Security Council, but on both the occasions
it tended to side with the U.S. on all substantive
issues.

“This & not the first time that Pakistan is trying
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shows that the vaccines reduce the
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20-fold.
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1. Prevalence Before Vaccination
» 60 years ago, over 90% of children were infected by measles.
» Of those with symptoms, around 25% were hospitalized.
2. Development of Vaccine
» John Enders developed the first effective measles vaccine in 1963.

» Vaccination efforts ramped up in wealthier nations, spreading worldwide in the 1970s and
1980s.

3. Impact of Vaccination

* Inthe last 50 years, vaccines have prevented over 9 crore (90 million) deaths globally.

» Vaccines reduce the chances of developing measles by 20 times (20-fold).




4. Inthe U.S. before vaccines:
» Measles deaths were already falling due to:
» Better treatment for secondary infections
 |Improved hygiene and sanitation
» Better childhood nutrition
5. However:
» These did not reduce measles cases because:
 Measles is airborne, highly contagious.

* Nearly all children still got infected before vaccines were available.



1l Data Before Vaccines

6. Case Severity:

e U.S. had around 50,000 hospitalizations and hundreds of deaths annually before vaccines

were introduced.
7. Global Burden:

« Measles deaths remained common in poorer countries until vaccines became widely available.
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Chart 1: The chart shows the cumulative number of lives saved from
various diseases from 1974 to 2024

Measles

Tetanus

Whooping cough (Pertussis)
Tuberculosis

Haemophilus influenzae type B
Streptococcus pneumoniae
Polio

Yellow fever

Hepatitis B

Rotavirus

Diphtheria

Rubella

Japanese encephalitis
Neisseria meningitidis A

279 lakh
132 lakh
109 lakh
29 lakh
16 lakh
15 lakh
5,54,000
4,64,000 Measles deaths
3,96,000 continued to be
3,57,000 comr;vqn in ;:)tc?lorer
countries unti
2,P%,000 vaccines became
‘ 29(;280 widely available.

Chart 2: The chart shows the number of deaths due to measles by

Saved by
the shot

The data for the charts were sourced from Our World in Data, a
collaboration between the University of Oxford and the
non-profit organization Global Change Data Lab.

Chart 3: The chart shows the share of one-year-olds who
have been immunised against a disease or a pathogen
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Chart 2: The chart shows the number of deaths due to measles by

region from 1974 to 2024
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Chart 4: The cumulative number of lives saved by
measles vaccination since 1974 across regions
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Assam govt OKs arms
licences for citizens

For Indigenous
Inhabitants In
Migrant Muslim
Majority Areas

Prabin.Kalita@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: Assam cabinet
approved Wednesday a speci-
al scheme to grant arms
licences to original inhabi-
tants and indigenous citizens
living in vulnerable, remote
areas near the Bangladesh
border, where Bangladesh-
origin immigrant Muslims
form amajority:

CM HimantaBiswa Sarma
said the move aims to deter
unlawful threats and enhance
personal security and confi-
denceamongindigenouscom-
munities. The scheme targets
areas such as Dhubri, Naga-
on, Morigaon, Barpeta, South
Salmara-Mankachar, and Go-
alpara, where indigenous peo-

NUTS & BOLTS OF ARMS LICENCE POLICY

Non-Prohibited Bore (NPB)

9 Licences for PB arms, which are
automatic or semi-automatic, issued by MHA

9 Licences for NPB arms, which are
non-automatic, issued by DM or state govt

O PB licence obtained by only those who
face grave threat to lives from terrorists

O NPB licence obtained for protection of
life and property, sports & crop protection

Rules Under 1959 Act Eligibility
€D Firearms licences are given > Must have attained
for Prohibited Bore (PB) & 21 years of age

> Must not have
been sentenced on
conviction of offence
involving violence or
moral turpitude

> Must not have been
ordered to execute a
bond for keeping peace

> Must be physically,
mentally fit

ple have long expressed con-
cerns over safety, he said.
“This is an important and
sensitive decision,” said Sar-
ma. “Indigenous people in
these districts face insecurity,
especially with recent deve-
lopments in Bangladesh.
They are at risk of attacks eit-
her from across the border or
within their own villages.”
Notification of the scheme is
expected within 24 hours,

with immediate implementa-
tion to follow. Calling it a long-
standing demand since 1985,
Sarma said previous govts
lacked the courage toact.

“Had this decision been
made earlier, many indigeno-
us families would not have
sold their land or been forced
tomigrate,” CM Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma said.

pContinued on P 16




e Assam Cabinet approved a special scheme to issue arms licences to:
e Original inhabitants

* Indigenous citizens

in vulnerable areas near the Bangladesh border, especially where Bangladeshi-origin

immigrant Muslims are in majority.

% Obijective:
e Deter unlawful threats
e Enhance personal security

e Boost confidence among indigenous communities



() Target Districts:

Dhubri

¢ Nagaon

e Morigaon

 Barpeta

« South Salmara-Mankachar

* Goalpara

These are districts with Muslim-majority immigrant populations near the Bangladesh border.

cowt

Called it an "important and sensitive decision.”

Claimed indigenous people face insecurity and are at risk of attacks.

Cited recent developments in Bangladesh for urgency.

Said previous governments failed to act on this long-standing demand since 1985.



™ Rules under the 1959 Arms Act:

1. Firearm licences allowed for:

e Prohibited Bore (PB)

e Non-Prohibited Bore (NPB)
2. PB Arms (automatic/semi-automatic):

» Licence issued by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
3. NPB Arms (non-automatic):

» Licence issued by District Magistrate (DM) or state govt
4. PB licence only for:

* |ndividuals under grave threat (e.g. terrorism)
5. NPB licence used for:

» Self-protection, property protection

» Sports & crop protection



Eligibility Criteria:

e Must be 21+ years old
* No conviction for offences involving violence or moral turpitude
 Must not be bound to keep peace under any court order

 Must be physically and mentally fit




At 354MT, India’s foodgrain
output hits an all-time high

ProductionUp  How MUCH DOES EACH CROP GET

6.6%, Fastest
Expansion
In 8 Years

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: New Delhi: In-
dia’s foodgrain production is
estimated to have grown
6.6%), the fastest pace of ex-
pansion in eight years, to re-
ach anew high of 354 million
tonne(MT)in 2024-25. Allma-
jor crops, including paddy,
wheat, maize, groundnuts
and soybean, reporting re-
cord output during the crop
year.

Union agriculture minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
attributed the all-time re-
cord foodgrain output in
2024-25 to the Centre’s farm-
er-friendly policies, includ-
ingfairpricing, loss compen-
sation and low-interest
loans, and their proper im-
plementation by state govts.

“Overall foodgrain pro-
duction is increasing contin-
uously...Pulses and oilseeds
output has to be increased
further, for which efforts are
being made,” Chouhan said
while releasing the third ad-
vance estimates of the over-
all foodgrain output.

According to the esti-
mates, wheat output was re-
vised upward to 117 MT for
2024-25, compared with an
earlier projection of 115 MT,
while last year’s production
wasat113 MT.

Paddy production is esti-
mated at a record 149 MT, up
from 138 MT in 2023-24, while
maize output is projected at
42 MT. Coarse cereals pro-
duction is estimated at 6 MT,
higher than the previous
year. Pulses production is es-

Crop New MSP*
Ragi 4,886
Jowar 3,699
Niger seed 9,537
Soybean 5,328
Cotton 7710
Maize 2,400
Groundnut 7.263
Sesamum 9,846
Sunflower seed 7,721
Tur/Arhar 8,000
Bajra 2,775
Urad 7,800
Paddy 2,369
Moong 8,768

% (Absolute*) hike over 2024-25

13.8% (596)
9.7% (328)
94% (820)
89% (436)
8.2% (589)
78% (175)
7% (480)
6.2% (579)
6% (441)
59% (450)
5.7% (150)
54% (400)
3% (69)
09% (86)

* per quintal; Paddy (Common), Jowar (Hybrid), Cotton (Medium Staple)

Centre okays continuation of interest
subvention scheme for farmers

he Centre on Wednesday approved continuation of the Modified

Interest Subvention Scheme (MISS) for 2025-26 under which
farmers getshort-term credit at affordable rates through Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) platform. Under this scheme, 1.5% interest sub-
vention will continue to be provided to banks or eligible lending inst-
itutions for short-term crop loans up to Rs 3 lakhissued through the
KCC. “This decision ensures that farmers will continue to get short--
term agricultural loans at an effective interest rate of just 4%, provid-
ed they repay on time and avail the 3% Prompt Repayment Incentive
(PRI),"” said the agriculture ministry in astatement on the Cabinet’s
decision. It said, “For loans taken exclusively for animal husbandry or
fisheries, the interest benefitis applicable up toRs 2 lakh.” T

timated at25 MT compared to
24 MT last year. Oilseeds pro-
duction is projected at 43 MT,
up from nearly 40 MT last
year.

Soybean production is es-
timated at 151 MT and
groundnut production is es-
timated at 11.2 MT, which is
2.1MT and 1.7 MT more than
last year’s production. Simi-
larly, sugarcane production
isestimated at 450 MT.

Chouhan said due to in-
creasing maize production,
reducing costs, giving of fair

prices, compensating for
losses, giving loans at low in-
terest rates and many other
initiatives, the foodgrain re-
serves of thecountryarefull.

“Production is increas-
ing continuously,” he said.
“The production of pulses
and oilseeds needs to be in-
creased, for which effortsare
being made,” the agriculture
ministrysaid in a statement.

This is also good news for
the rural economy and also
comes at time of global un-
certainty.

Kharif crop MSP
raised; focus on
pulses, oil seeds
& coarse grains

New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday raised the MSP
for paddy by 3% (Rs 69) to Rs
2,369 per quintal, even as it
placed special focus on puls-
es, oilseeds and coarse grains
(nutri-cereals), hiking their
MSP by 6%, 9% and nearly
14%, respectively, for the 2025-
26 kharif marketing season,
reports Vishwa Mohan.

The move is in sync with
govt’s growing focus on culti-
vation of crops other than wa-
ter-guzzling paddy.

It wants to promote crop di-
versification and encourage
cultivation of climate-resil-
ient and water-efficient crops
like nutri-cereals.

The highest absolute in-
crease in MSP over the previ-
ous year has, accordingly, been
recommended for niger seed
(Rs 820 per quintal), followed
by ragi(Rs 596 per quintal), cot-
ton (Rs 589 per quintal) and se-
samum (Rs 579 per quintal).

“We have taken care that
on all the crops farmers re-
ceive at least 50% margin on
their base cost,” said infor-
mation and broadcasting
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
noting that the total MSP
hike is estimated to be worth
Rs2.071akhcrore.




€ Production Highlights:

Total foodgrain output (2024-25): 354 million tonnes (MT)
Growth: 1 6.6%, fastest expansion in 8 years
Last year’'s output (2023-24): 332 MT

New estimate revised upward by 15 MT from earlier projections




& Highest Hike in MSP:

Crop

Ragi

Jowar

Niger Seed

Soybean

Cotton

Maize

Paddy

New MSP (Z/quintal)

34,886

33,699

39,537

25,328

37,770

32,400

32,369

@ Total MSP hike burden: 22.07 lakh crore

% Hike

13.8%

9.7%

9.4%

8.9%

8.2%

7.8%

3%

T Hike

2596

2328

2820

2436

2589

175

269



Interest Subvention Scheme (MISS) Extended (2025-26)

e Objective: Provide affordable credit to farmers via Kisan Credit Cards (KCC)
» Benefit:

* 1.5% interest subvention

 Up to 23 lakh loan eligibility

» Timely repayment incentive of 3%, making effective rate = 4%
e Special provision:

e For animal husbandry & fisheries: interest benefit up to 2 lakh




HOW MUCH DOES EACH CROP GET

Crop New MSP* | % (Absolute*) hike over 2024-25
Ragi 4886 | 13.8% (596)
Jowar 3,699 | 9.7% (328)

Niger seed 9,537 [N 94% (820)
Soybean 5328 | 89% (436)

Cotton 7710 [ 8.2% (589)

Maize 2400 | 7.8% (175)
Groundnut 7263 [ 7% (480)

Sesamum 9,846 [N 6.2% (579)

Sunflower seed 7721 [ 6% (441)

Tur/Arhar 8,000 | 59% (450)

Bajra 2775 |0 5.7% (150)

Urad 7800 | 54% (400)

Paddy 2369 | 3%(69)

Moong 8,768 | 09% (86)

*3 per quintal; Paddy (Common), Jowar (Hybrid), Cotton (Medium Staple)




India’s First Gene-Edited Sheep



Identify
Research Need

Researchers
recognize the
potential for genetic
enhancement in
sheep.

Achieve Gene
Editing

Successful gene
editing results in
increased muscle
mass.

Secure
Funding

The ICAR provides
financial support for
the project.

Develop Non-
Transgenic
Sheep

The gene-edited
sheep is non-
transgenic,
containing no
foreign DNA.

Development of Gene-Edited Sheep in India

Apply CRISPR-
Cas9
Technology

Researchers use
CRISPR-Cas9 to edit
the myostatin gene.




Which sheep breed offers better muscle mass

enhancement?
/]
VS’
%
Gene-Edited Merino Texel Sheep
Achieves 30% muscle mass Naturally high muscle mass

Increase
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UN Peacekeepers Honored Posthumously

International
Day of UN
Peacekeepers

International Day of
UN Peacekeepers to
honor fallen
peacekeepers.

Brigadier
General
Amitabh Jha

Brigadier General
Amitabh Jha to
receive Dag
Hammarskjold
Medal
posthumously.

Havildar Sanjay
Singh

Havildar Sanjay
Singh to receive Dag
Hammarskjold
Medal
posthumously.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

UNITED NATIONS
PEACEKEEPERS



India's Contributions to UN Peacekeeping




UN Peacekeeping Operations Overview

. 1948, first mission in
@ Established Middle East







Why in the news? | Philippines Offers Visa-Free Entry to Indian Tourists under New Categories

Effective From May 2025

Countries Covered under AJACSSUK Australia, Japan, America, Canada, Schengen,
Singapore, United Kingdom

14-Day Visa-Free Indian passport holders for tourism with valid documents
Criteria

30-Day Visa-Free | Indian nationals with valid AJACSSUK visa or PR

Criteria
E-Visa Option Still available for other Indian tourists via official portal
Purpose of Visa- Travel Tourism only; non-extendable and non-convertible

Free



Algeria Becomes New Member of
BRICS” New Development Bank




Resource
Mobilization

Funding
infrastructure and
development
projects.

BRICS Objectives

Financial
Alternatives

Providing
alternatives to
Western financial
institutions.

Global
Cooperation

Strengthening
partnerships
between Southern
Hemisphere
countries.



New Development Bank (NDB) Details




Algeria's Key Attributes
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Strategic
Location

Algeria is located in
North Africa,
providing access to
both Europe and
Sub-Saharan Africa.

b
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Natural
Resources

The nation
possesses abundant
natural resources
and substantial
energy reserves.

\/

M

Strategic
Importance

Algeria is recognized
for its strategic
importance and

potential for growth.
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Word of the day

Gloat:

malicious satisfaction; gaze at or think
about something with great self-satisfaction,
gratification, or joy

Synonyms: glee, triumph

U Sage: The leaders will gloat over what they
have achieved

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/gloatpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /glout/




UPPSC RO/ARO
PRELIMS TEST SERIES ..
A

1.7 FULL MOCK TEST BASED ON LATEST
PATTERN EXAMINATION “

2. BILINGUAL LANGUAGE

3. DETAILED EXPLANATION

4. TEST RANKING AND ANALYSIS

@ Class24
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.~ S3 Selection Batch
50% Off :?g:::-lz':rgsrg::ssroomCOntent

® LIVE FROM CLASSROOM

¢ Bilingual

® TEST SERIES

e Classes by India’s Best Teachers

Start your journey to success now




Thank you
guys.




