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* “You cannot control
the behavior of
others, but you can
always choose how
you respond to it.”
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Focus on inclusion, not exclusion, SC tells EC

EPIC, Aadhaar should be accepted as identity
documents in the Bihar SIR exercise, court says

Krishnadas Raj I

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Monday pushed

harder for the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) to
accept Aadhaar and the
Electors Photo Identity
Card (EPIC) as identity
documents in the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral list in Bihar, say-
ing “mass inclusion” and
not “en masse exclusion”
should be the outcome of
the exercise in the poll-
bound State.

With three more days
left for the publication of
the draft electoral roll on
August 1, the EC continued
to resist the court’s sugges-
tion, saying Aadhaar, EPIC,
and ration cards could be
forged easily.

On July 10, the top court
had asked the EC to consid-
er these three documents
to ward off the spectre of
mass disenfranchisement

even as petitioners, rang-
ing from activists to politi-
cal parties, called the SIR a
“citizenship screening”.

Authenticity concern
“Any document on earth
can be forged. Maybe one
EPIC in a thousand may
not be genuine. That can
be taken up on a case-to-
case basis,” Justice Surya
Kant, accompanied by Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, ad-
dressed the poll body.

Justice Kant said Aad-
haar and EPIC have a “pre-
sumption of correctness”.
Aadhaar has a system of
being authenticated when
in use. EPIC was issued by
the EC itself.

“So, proceed with Aad-
haar and EPIC... Include
these two documents in
the list of 11,” Justice Kant
said.

Justice Bagchi reasoned
that none of the 11 ‘indica-
tive’ documents accepta-
ble as proof of identity

were of a conclusive na-
ture, be it residence or
caste certificates.
“According to you, none
of these 11 documents are
conclusive. They are just
documents to accompany
the enumeration forms.
So, if someone gives an
Aadhaar card as proof of
identity, why will you not
evaluate the claim of the
person to be in the electo-
ral roll?” Justice Bagchi
questioned the EC’s logic.

‘Only a draft’

Senior advocates K.K. Ve-
nugopal and Rakesh Dwi-
vedi appeared for the EC.
The petitioners were re-
presented by senior advo-
cates, including Kapil Sibal
and Gopal Sankaranaraya-
nan. The court, which rose
early, said it would an-
nounce on Tuesday an ear-
ly date and a proper sche-
dule for hearing the final
arguments in the case. Mr.
Sankaranaraynan alerted

Responding to the EC’s argument that these can be
forged, court says any document can be falsified

!Q According to you (EC), none of these

11 documents are conclusive. They are
just documents to accompany the
enumeration forms. So, if someone
gives an Aadhaar card as proof of
identity, why will you not evaluate
the claim of the person to be in the
clectoral roll?

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
Supreme Court judge

the Bench about the prox-
imity of the date of publi-
cation of the draft roll, Au-
gust 1.

But Justice Kant was un-
perturbed, saying, “It was
only a draft.”

Noting that the petition-
ers had not insisted on any
interim relief of the stay of
the publication or a freeze
on the SIR exercise, the
judge assured the petition-
ers that publication of the
draft roll would not shrink
the powers of the court to

overturn any decision of
the EC, provided the peti-
tioners prove their case.
The senior lawyer said
the publication of the draft
roll would leave the 4.5
crore people excluded
from it rudderless. The
burden would be trans-
ferred onto them to prove
their identity and citizen-
ship, file objections, and
even seek a review. At this
point, Justice Bagchi drew
the counsel’s attention to
the EC’s affidavit, which

stated that voters who
were in the existing 2025
electoral roll of Bihar
would feature in the draft
roll to be published on Au-
gust 1, provided they sub-
mitted their enumeration
forms, with or without
documents.

The existing electoral
roll was published in Bihar
on January 7, 2015 after a
special summary revision
of the electoral roll. “In
substance, each elector in-
cluded in the 2025 electo-
ral roll shall form part of
the draft roll merely on
submission of the enumer-
ation form,” the 88-page
EC affidavit had submitted.

The electors who were
unable to submit their en-
umeration forms with doc-
uments in time for the
draft roll had another op-
portunity to be included in
the final roll.

“This claims period is
stipulated for another pe-
riod of 31 days after publi-

Judge says publication of the draft roll does not
shrink powers of the court to overturn the EC

cation of the draft roll, i.e.,
till September 1, 2025,” the
EC clarified. The final roll
would be published on
September 30.

“Even after the publica-
tion of the final roll, new
electors can be enrolled up
to the last date of nomina-
tions of the forthcoming Bi-
har elections... Any appre-
hension of huge
disenfranchisement is mis-
leading and non-existent,”
the EC has assured.

Further, the EC said
electors whose names al-
ready feature in the electo-
ral roll of Bihar in
2003were exempted from
furnishing documents to
prove their eligibility.

“They are only required
to file the partially pre-
filled enumeration form
along with the extract of
the 2003 roll,” the affidavit
had said.

PROTESTS IN PARLIAMENT
» PAGE 5



€ Background
Topic

Issue
Supreme Court Stance

Concern

Draft Electoral Roll Date

Final Electoral Roll

Details @

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral roll in Bihar
Emphasis on mass inclusion, not exclusion

Risk of disenfranchisement due to rejection of EPIC, Aadhaar, etc. as

identity proof
To be published on August 1, 2025

September 30, 2025



. Supreme Court's Observations
» Aadhaar and EPIC have a “presumption of correctness”.

» Rejected EC's claim that documents like Aadhaar, EPIC, and ration cards could be forged — "any

document can be forged”.
» Warned EC against creating a "citizenship screening exercise".
. Judges' Arguments

e Justice Surya Kant: If documents like Aadhaar are accepted widely, they should be valid for voter

identification too.

» Justice Joymallya Bagchi: “If Aadhaar is submitted as proof of identity, why won’t you accept the

claim of the person to be in the electoral roll?”
. EC's Response & Clarification

» EPIC says existing 2025 roll (based on 2015 SSR) will be carried into the draft roll for those who

submitted enumeration forms.
o EC stated final roll will not disenfranchise citizens.

» Voters added in 2003 electoral roll exempted from furnishing documents again.

MNadidiamaval Odawdd



4. Petitioners' Stand
» Alleged potential disenfranchisement of 4.5 crore voters.
» Urged SC to freeze publication of draft roll (court declined as it is only a draft).

» Advocates: Kapil Sibal, Gopal Sankaranarayanan.

€ Legal & Electoral Significance
» Sets precedent on validity of Aadhaar & EPIC as acceptable voter ID.
» Reinforces constitutional guarantee of universal suffrage.
» Encourages pro-people approach in electoral reform.

» Safeguards against administrative arbitrariness in voter inclusion/exclusion.



= = = = = == K = SR Y 4

Q. With reference to the Supreme Court's observations on the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

Bihar's electoral roll, consider the following statements:

1. The Court directed the Election Commission to avoid exclusionary practices and instead focus on

mass inclusion.

2. The Supreme Court held that only Aadhaar can be used as valid proof of identity for electoral

inclusion.

3. The EC clarified that even those who could not submit documents for the draft roll would still have an

opportunity to be included in the final roll.

4. The publication of the draft roll by the EC cannot be reviewed or overturned by the Court.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only
C.1and 3 only
D. 2, 3and 4 only



Teenager Divya outlasts Humpy, emerges
India’s first women’s World Cup winner

P.K. Ajith Kumar

yet another great mo-

ment on Monday, as
Divya Deshmukh won the
women’s World Cup in the
Georgian city of Batumi.

In the final, the 19-year-
old defeated fellow-Indian
Koneru Humpy in the
tiebreakers.

While Humpy contest-
ing the final wasn’t much
of a surprise — she is the
World No. 5 and has been
one of the best female
players for the last couple
of decades — not many
would have anticipated Di-
vya’s stunning show. But,
given her obvious talent
and the way she has been
playing for the past two
years, it didn’t come as a
big surprise.

By winning the World
Cup, one of the biggest
events organised by the

el ¥ |

l ndian chess recorded

Grand finish: Divya Deshmukh prevailed in the tiebreakers to win
the women's chess World Cup in Batumi, Georgia, on Monday. FIDE

world chess governing bo-

dy FIDE, Divya also
achieved another signifi-
cant milestone.

India’s 88th GM

She became India’s 88th
Grandmaster and is only
the fourth Indian woman
after Humpy, D. Harika and
R. Vaishali to get that covet-
-

ed title. Last year, Divya
had won the World junior
championship at Gandhi-
nagar with a dominant dis-
play. She also played a key
role in India’s historic gold
in the Chess Olympiad at
Budapest. India was the
top seed there, though.

At the World Cup, the
Indian women exceeded

expectations, with four of
them making it to the
quarterfinals.

Emulating Anand

Only one Indian had won
the World Cup before: Vis-
wanathan Anand in Hyde-
rabad, 2002.

By reaching the final, Di-
vya and Humpy also
booked tickets for the Can-
didates tournament, the
qualifying event for the
World championship.

Last year, five Indians, —
three men and two women
— featured in the Candi-
dates at Toronto.

D. Gukesh won the open
event, and went on to be-
come, at 18, the youngest
World champion in history
by dethroning Ding Liren
in an exciting finale in
Singapore.

GIRL WHO CAN BE THE QUEEN
» PAGE 16



Feature

Event

Winner

Venue

Final Opponent

Result

Details

FIDE Women's Chess World Cup

Divya Deshmukh (19 years old)

Batumi, Georgia

Koneru Humpy (World No. 5)

Won via tiebreakers



. Historic Victory
e First Indian woman to win the Women's Chess World Cup.
* Joins Viswanathan Anand as only Indians to win a Chess World Cup title.

» Marked a significant leap for Indian women's chess on the global stage.

. Grandmaster Achievement

» Divya became India’s 88th Grandmaster (GM).
e She is the 4th Indian woman GM after Humpy, D. Harika, and R. Vaishali.
. World Championship Candidates Qualification

» Both Divya and Humpy qualified for the Candidates Tournament, the gateway to the World
Chess Championship.

. Past Achievements

Won World Junior Championship at Gandhinagar.

e Contributed to India’s gold medal win in the Chess Olympiad at Budapest.



€ Broader Indian Performance in Global Chess
» D. Gukesh (18 years old) became the youngest World Chess Champion after beating Ding Liren.

* Inthe 2023 Candidates Tournament in Toronto, five Indians (3 men, 2 women) featured.



Q. With reference to Indian chess at the international level, consider the following statements:
1. Divya Deshmukh is the first Indian woman to win the FIDE Women's Chess World Cup.
2. By winning the World Cup, Divya and Koneru Humpy qualified for the FIDE Candidates Tournament.
3. India has never won a team gold in the Chess Olympiad.

4. D. Gukesh became the youngest World Chess Champion by defeating Magnus Carlsen.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2 and 3 only
C.2and 4 only
D.1, 2 and 4 only
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Plastic purge

Sustainable step: Workers deployed by the Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority clear plastic waste from Hussain Sagar Lake
in Hyderabad on World Nature Conservation Day, on Monday. G. RAMAKRISHNA



Aspect

Name

Date

Origins [ History

Purpose

2025 Theme

Details

World Nature Conservation Day

July 28 (annually)

Emerged around 1998-2000, initiated by conservationists (including in India) to raise

awareness about human impact on natural resources and biodiversity  Days Of The Year +10

NGOFeed Citizens' Environmental Coalition +1

Promote sustainable use of soil, water, air, flora, fauna; encourage conservation of

ecosystems for future generations National Today  Days Of The Year

“Connecting People and Plants, Exploring Digital Innovation in Wildlife Conservation”
— emphasizes integrating digitization (e.g., Al, GIS, apps, drones) with on-ground

conservation and supports India’s LIFE initiative  Jagranjosh.com  PW Live



Key Focus Areas (2025) - Biodiversity conservation
- Sustainable resource use
- Climate action
- Community engagement & equity

- Policy advocacy NextiAS  NGOFeed

Typical Activities Tree plantation drives, awareness workshops, clean-up campaigns, use of digital

campaigns & heritage events



[ - Www Con = Tuesday, July a0, aoss

ext&Conte

HEm&Gom I IINDU

NEWS IN NuUvERER RS
el o 3 e of hoel

x Anmmmmm Projected increase in
1talys above-G5
populaton in 2050

WL CONE Italy'
M 6 wOIKINg Y
DOBIREINN (8 20t 16
v

Shvink by mona than e fifth ovar the nart is
il

with banks at the end  accidents o the past
of June 2025 years in Indi

Tt QOver et saic) thesw
e 0 W10 B0 Deaie 1 the
o Yeurn, Seven of

v i

Inwop A ton
GREs m W Inre:

DIGEA has wnibinbed sl it o Wl s arme ,- A gy g
TR TE s rarrw, s Wy Feeamrum arh ol anfwdy aislits ol v g ol W I A b
el oy for s € Yalen I it

R0

vollow ua TP tavet el M oo/ C nvatapvanms. oo/

What is Maharashtra’s new security Bill?

Whist choes the mn.nmlmxmuaumm Securiey B engail? Liow does ICpropese (o counter urban Naxals? Which othere States Dave stonilar laws? Which party
coposed the BILI the Sttes Legiakiiyve Assebiy? Wit are the inaln obiectons Deinag vaksed saaioss the B Dy Civil clahis acuvises?

ML which wins passod va o oriny by w
VRO WHE, T oo Alnce
ot thie Gove P ymm-mm B 1 1t
Wity i BT e
Lmlalatiirs Wacioad,

What ave the vitjects
T OPpOMEoN Has
Smperamrs tie o At L duskar
U"ll\li.ﬂlol\l . el withonst duw
allows AP TEIon of facts in
Iiu.n-l'l b e e e
aeioaieation without

1N GIST

AN

1 811 wud et ntrochscad by

fw\\-nuon

ot
wehvitias nf

3
of cermin dninwiy
Bomkrorinlal o
rgmnisationy
104 s

0 !
sl Mthoctod
rresaren by e reasing

v

Foglas

R T Y TN CL T T

ACTIVIY S iR Lol ot o

;uu-d- ton. effec tlmlydu-u\* O winy
ol

Al aned
ARAR Y OPPOSIEION Sade .
What ta ttie BUIP

45 -w.m- aficialy scung in Good Fateh'; aned
wrwwtes s e lsodogieally

o et AL Opryroniiic
W, e IViehs ey 'vl
Tean Mil Illnl

I
i, Bt e

IVl 108 of oimior b b i unn. - DA <
s ks throsgh e Ni .nfnun ") .--uu.mn 1 tTve WL s vy it 16, faar L e o et
o mmml OF nettve franmt h TOIRIE e tmed mairie erriwers” Ereninalive eeprassin
R 1 e oo b MY 1 11 Mt VI AR AL SR o A o, M AMBEIEN S, ooy i
A | TR ARAMIIRN T el 1o M ATt St U rsdar thve Babsed of 4 oy ly by
el sy u..., Pt
Maxab OB, T langana, Andhea Poadests I\I.Aln\vnn- o oAl u-lu. St -.un u(l o il aternial the
T N Al OnBinloa walaah e Kl e Ilr Ast il vy (A WA,
T Mt i Wik in the uu.. of the o T B ) iy 11 208, THo Hite slectons fn BaTLopus 0 Veetial |.u.u...-m.m..n.
“tiee of Mabaraxhers acivitiex of such orguiat he e hekd hervi 1l which uml 1o mtarfore: with pubikc Srdue
e " v n »-nv-u Vs by \ o s wlorg Fhe o
t \vrud 48 frontl thumping magor walcl that num " pmvuu-n wilowe
ki Mansibor tws. 1y revived tie I aned 4

A EEs e EIATA wowiteind (il T It i wiibor Awasli
by iavas et ittt | Asawniily on Deswindeei 30, 2034, A day
Lator, i Jolik vow 3

1 the AU WK TN
tho I\lll Tho cormmitive

v Ac
160 Fopwated FeguEe s Aalcd thust che Madiar sl

v iAo 44,500
Ty bueve ileied th the BIll s Dewn ltmeif s claimmed to Nave Curtd bty Trvnthe ey dhine ATTITICTSATR 10 m« -n.n
Aot i e . il LU [ D T hvw callat the e
fmmnimatie i cii] rlghes wctivlacs whe T ftwte, with the help of ¢ Sirrenty Ghiunge ‘e, Aftes beln a-»-m ™

e B AL n e L e o Wiwe, U B 1 o s
n-mlm unu-y -lumnu Tow st 4 -nnu\-m ACE Ak (ke VIS, he u«uuhnv— m« WALy o mly m, oul, Mu.nw!ul-. ;Mh-hu

s Caarnn ool Toatha (Mu wini) - - ik ansd .m«m-.-l .mu-. Taave sakd

WAL about Other Natoar Wk Wik thee L the llll‘ l)‘lw AT RO Pa e w they will cont 00 Al e
Baakaruahites n this (th State afler Fhie W wan et inerodiuced by the « Palbad Ubjectionk, Wi (i Hot opPOR e il Aand wil o Cour wamirm

W'll were Tab“ Ja maat D randiny Sf CommnICatia (lesds of FHR GRS
sovie " the co lvl:llua:' i

members given a clean chit? W—“ T Rl

oAby Wiawal e of ach ruligenin gaihver s
Hore s N0 avermoen 1o

Loy was (hie medii ised (0 sprci

e . w1 nlaers?

i e

Ay s Salam olw sk Ity ey Mun'l , 206 whlating e boekidown snd ordors R
e Satavs tha U T A et eaarlie, Tha
The Eory w0 far nont cappet il religionus o ware Dooked uiders Reovisions of the Alargn sectian of e meain
o Eawlii i Somind lant W IR abnivee (ke sdan Gf NO andd ot 'v ol Cn n‘) .— Pomsd msuiinns bha T b )
avauuried all ro Tablight lullnl‘l the llulhl ALK, thie I A DM ORI Lo s OF Dating the
nwnlwr: sccured of housing 0 dvnu Ruigulutions 2020, Karliar. on Act and tha Forelgnars AEL Thuse Pt
Forvign AP of 4 arch 11, 200, thie Uiion Healdh uocumed lodiun natonals of wathor Bosting
congramtion nurang nu- OVIDID Miniwtry sad weatas) Ahat the coronaviry
" ‘ e PR i v o Ty
otk e .,. Hwew s y i Thie 1o Canars whibits ok wAgs et oted th
13 Ehee Meibsaiermesd Anwssr ver s Ao 14 ol Iwmpul Arvr e b b, 0 I seiel el Saeien. v
Nvatte .,/m-r af BV Gk, Thi bowkider ch 24 at mnlnlp: v—.\n\ e un- nChiony, What awdlars sale? e "'_g"‘ "":g‘ wae
While ot 106 Parvicipanta has A 1ariie secHion of Thi mustii then - %
— n- nnuah 20207 Alajisraad by than, foralge ationaln Wi v wwxiased the Tabl In | Jasnans volu -yl ey e
membens, who came 10 BTV DRGNS AW I Do IM mAru ol
A v ievattin wet Temimtion of internmiona) (s o their 1 )
Mulhmn]-ul " o

B
ot Terror e were Toosel

particiants fron st

Mavl UMIIMM W Bl b s i New Cilwina 4u—l Ml lAul-a. Pt s Wi e bl 14 s i Kake Videaw weiw slia
[3aliiis, wes S & CloAN T by JUATCH o o Starkas. After the linpaaitian of the \ADH mamters 1 AP
Nmuu II-A ol Klldun Wi Iv‘l .l‘. III— I o et ,‘( el Al el
a [ 1 i i vdn o thoem & ’ waeud, rither theds

octane n Eiotaul pandemsc 7y Ui wmm Irvetlinn aned Iuv\'lnn P mn.-unu.u e epping ot € e owey would have

o
Hoalth ¢ UL farr T [

: <




Why were Tablighi Jamaat
members given a clean chit?

How was the media used to spread misinformation about the jod organised by Tablighi Jamaat members?

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:
he Delhi High Court last week
acquitted all 70 Tablighi Jamaat
members accused of housing
foreign participants of a
congregation during the COVID-19
pandemic in March 2020 in violation of
lockdown protocol. The court ruling

came in the Mohammed Anwar versus
State of NCT of Delhi case.

What happened in March 2020?

The Tablighi Jamaat members, who came
in for heavy criticism in media and
political circles for attending a jod
(religious congregation) in Nizamuddin
Markaz (Jamaat’s headquarters in New
Delhi), were given a clean chit by Justice
Neena Bansal Krishna who noted that the
said jod was planned before COVID-19 was
declared a global pandemic by the World
Health Organization (WHO). Incidentally,

CM -

the jod which began on March 12, 2020
concluded on March 15, a day before the
Delhi government capped all religious
gatherings above the size of 50 and
imposed the Delhi Epidemic Diseases,
COVID Regulations-2020. Earlier, on
March 13, 2020, the Union Health
Ministry had stated that the coronavirus
was not a national health emergency as
there were only 81 cases in India at that
time. It all changed after the imposition of
the lockdown on March 24 at midnight.
While most Indian participants had
dispersed by then, foreign nationals were
still at the Jamaat headquarters, awaiting
resumption of international flights to their
respective destinations. The congregation
included participants from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Kuwait, Ghana and Sri Lanka.
However, soon after the imposition of
the nationwide lockdown, the Delhi
Police had filed FIRs against hundreds of
Indian and foreign participants of the
Tablighi Jamaat congregation for allegedly

violating the lockdown and orders
prohibiting the assembly of people. The
men were booked under provisions of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Epidemic
Diseases Act, the Disaster Management
Act and the Foreigners Act. These FIRS
accused Indian nationals of either hosting
foreigners in mosques or accommodating
them at their homes. They were
challenged before the High Court which
dismissed them last week, a little over five
years after the incident.

What did the court state?

“There is nothing on record to show that
they had congregated after the
promulgation of the Notification under
Section 144 Criminal Penal Code. These
petitioners were already present in the
Markaz. After the imposition of the
lockdown, there was no way possible for
them to have dispersed; rather their
stepping out of the houses would have
been a violation of the complete

lockdown and also of the potential of
spreading of communicable disease of
COVID-19,” the court stated.

The court also noted that the
imposition of Section 144 banning large
gatherings was not announced through a
gazette notification nor was it properly
published. Hence, the Tablighi Jamaat
preachers were possibly unaware of such
a notification. “There is no averment to
show that any information was actually
conveyed to the petitioners,” the court
stated. It also observed there was no
whisper in the chargesheets that the
accused were COVID-positive or had
defied the government order by stepping
out during the pandemic.

Incidentally, eight foreign participants
had been acquitted back in August 2020
by the south-east districts court in Saket,
New Delhi. Later in December, 36 more
foreign participants were acquitted.

What was the media’s role?

A large section of the media had then
accused the Tablighi Jamaat volunteers of
being the principal reason for the spread
of the disease in the country. Terms like
Corona Jehad, Islamic Insurrection and
Corona Terrorism were loosely bandied
about and many fake videos were shared
accusing the Tablighi members of spitting
on food to spread the disease. The Delhi
government, in its daily medical
dispatches, used to have a separate
column for Tablighi Jamaat COVID cases.

THE GIST
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The jod which began on March
12, 2020 concluded on March
15, a day before the Delhi
government capped all
religious gatherings above the
size of 50 and imposed the
Delhi Epidemic Diseases, COVID
Regulations-2020.

b

A large section of the media
had accused the Tablighi
Jamaat volunteers of being the
principal reason for the spread
of the disease in the country.

w

The court noted that the
imposition of Section 144
banning large gatherings was
not announced through a
gazette notification nor was it
property published.



Topic Details

Case Mohammed Anwar vs State of NCT of Delhi

Judgement Delhi High Court acquitted 70 Tablighi Jamaat members

Reason No evidence of violation of COVID-19 protocols or government orders



1. Jod (Religious Gathering):
 Held from March 12-15, 2020 at Nizamuddin Markaz, New Delhi.
* Preceded Delhi Govt's order banning gatherings (issued on March 16, 2020).
* Foreigners from Indonesia, Malaysia, Ghana, Kuwait, Sri Lanka, etc. attended.
2. Lockdown & FIRs:
» Nationwide lockdown began March 24, 2020.
* FIRs were filed under:
* IPC
» Epidemic Diseases Act
» Disaster Management Act

* Foreigners Act



3. Court's Observations:
* No conclusive notification under Section 144 CrPC was gazetted.
» Petitioners were already present before lockdown.
» No evidence they violated lockdown or spread COVID.
* No indication that accused were COVID-positive.
» Media portrayal led to misinformation and communal targeting.
4. Media's Role:
» Terms like "Corona Jihad", "Islamic Insurrection", etc. were used.
» Fake videos circulated to malign Tablighi Jamaat.

* Delhi Govt's daily health bulletin had separate COVID column for Tablighi Jamaat.



China rolls out childcare subsidy to boost birth rate

KAROLINE KAN
July 28

CHINAANNOUNCED THAT it
will start handing out child-
care subsidies across the
nation, in its latest push to
boost birthrates aftera worry-
ing drop in recent years.

The government will spend
3,600 yuan ($502) a year per
child underage three,according
to the official Xinhua News
Agency. The assistance, effective
retrospectively from January 1
this year and available regard-
lessofthe first- second- or third-
child, is meant as an incentive
foryoung coupleswary of rising
costs of child-rearing.

The policy is expected to
benefit more than 20 million
families each year, Xinuha
reported. China has previously
offered tax breaks and hasbeen

working to offer more afford-
able daycare services, it said.

The latest measure follows
China’s population shrinking
for a third straight year in
2024. New births at 9.54 mil-
lion last year was only half of
the 18.8 million registered in
2016 when China lifted its
one-child policy.

Diminishing birthrate is a
worry for the world’s second-
largest economy, where the
working-age population has
been declining in a threat to
labour supply and productiv-
ity. The country, which lost its
title as the most-populous
nation to India in 2023, may
seeits population drop further
to 1.3 billion by 2050 and
below 800 million by 2100,
according to the UN’s demo-
graphic modeling.

That outlook stems from

E:hina's new birt n registered in 20

hs at 9.54 million in 2024 was onlyh;if;f' the 18.8 millio
when China lifted its one-child policy

lionin 2024.

Chinese are also marrying
older, with the average age of
first marriage rising from 24.9

the alarming drop in marriage
rates. Last year, the country
recorded the lowest marriage
rate in almost half a century,

down 20% from a year before.
In a decade, marriages plum-
meted from 13.47 million
couplesin 2013 to 6.11 mil-

in 2010to0 28.7in 2020.Ina
country where most births
occur within marriages, the
declining marriage rate could
mean a significant drop in
births this year.

The childcare subsidies can
be availed online or offline,
Xinuha reported, adding that
each province will determine
the specific disbursement
schedule based on local cir-
cumstances.

Many cities have rolled out
their own subsidies in recent
years, especially aimed at
encouraging couples to have
more than one child.While there
are no national surveys on fam-
ilies preference forhaving more
children,a 2023 poll in Guang-
dong province found half of the
people surveyed would like to
have more than one child, and
6.5% wanted three,

Hohhot, the regional capi-
tal of Inner Mongolia, made
national headlines in March
for its generous subsidies of
50,000 yuan to couples who
have a second child and
100,000 yuan for a third or
more, Some cities also provide
subsidies for buying homes.

Some of these incentives
have paid off. In 2023, Tian-
men in central China's Hubei
province started to offer cou-
ples with second child more
than 90,000 yuan subsidyand
even more for a third child —
cash payments, childcare sub-
sidies, and housing support.
The city saw a 17% increase in
birthsin 2024 compared tothe
previous year,according to the
city’s officials. So far, subsidies
have been arbitrary and made
available by lower-tier cities.

—BLOOMBERG



1. Subsidy Details:
e 3,600 yuan (~$502) per child under age 3 per year.
e Applicable regardless of whether the child is the first, second, or third.
e Beneficiaries: 20 million+ families annually.
e Distributed online/offline, based on local provincial rules.
2. Background:
e Births dropped to 9.54 million in 2024.
e« Was 18.8 million in 2016 (post one-child policy lift).
e Country may drop below 800 million population by 2100.
e Average age of first marriage rose from 24.9 (2010) to 28.7 (2020).

« Marriage registrations: 13.47M (2013) = 6.11M (2023).



3. Other Initiatives:
 Hohhot (Inner Mongolia):
e 50,000 yuan for second child
* 100,000 yuan for third child
e Tianmen (Hubei):
e 90,000 yuan for second child
» Cash/housing/childcare aid for third child
e Resulted in 17% increase in births in 2024
4. Policy Motivation:
» Offset high cost of child-rearing.
» Reverse falling marriage and birth trends.

» Maintain economic productivity with better working-age population share.



Exercise Bold
Kurukshetra 2025



The 14th edition of Exercise Bold Kurukshetra 2025, a joint
military exercise between India and Singapore, commenced on
28thJuly in Jodhpur.

Objective: It aims to validate operational procedures, enhance

interoperability, and improve joint training capabilities of both
armies in UN peacekeeping scenarios.

Joint Participants: It involves India’s Mechanised Infantry
Regiment and Singapore’s 42 Armoured Regiment of the 4
Singapore Armoured Brigade.




First initiated in 2005, the
annual Bold Kurukshetra
exercise reflects deep-rooted

military ties between India
and Singapore.

UN Chapter
VIl authorizes military/non-
military actions (sanctions,

blockades, troop deployment)

for international peace
enforcement.
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has proposed a daily-frequency
Financial Conditions Index (FCl)
to assess India’s financial
market health in real-time to
aid policymakers and analysts.

/

Objective: The FCI will serve as
a composite indicator to
measure tight or easy financial
conditions relative to historical

average since 2012.




 Components: The FCI tracks 20 financial market indicators across money
markets, government securities (G-Secs), corporate bonds, equities, and forex
markets.

* Positive values of the standardised FCl indicate tighter conditions,
while negative values suggest easier financial conditions.

* Trends: During the RBI's sample period, the tightest financial conditions were
recorded in July 2013 (taper tantrum, FCl at 2.826) driven by bond and forex market
stress, while the easiest conditions occurred in June 2021 (post-Covid, FCl at -2.197)
due to the RBI’s liquidity measures.



Word of the day

Flout:

treat with contemptuous disregard; laugh at
with contempt and derision

Synonyms: scoff, barrack, gibe, jeer

Usa €. He always flouts the rules.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/floutpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /flaut/
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