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VALMIKI CORPORATION SCAM
Nagendra resigns from
Karnataka Cabinet

e-KYC target
unmet for
57 lakh active

. workers
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India,

~anada reaffirm

2026 trade deal target
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Praggnanandhaa wins
the Grand Chess Tour
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Bargladesh to consider
the Mecca Pact,  defence deal
Signed by Swadi, Turkiye and
Pakistan, Barglidesh Foreign
Mirister Or. Khaliur Rahman
said on Thursday. » PAGE 12

Panel on exam
reforms seeks
suggestions

NEW DELHI
A high-powered task force.

e National Testing Agency.
has evited supgestions from
stakeholders, ach as students,
parents, teachers, and
institutions. » PAGE 5

Govl. eases norms
for defence
exports, licences

NEW DELEI
The Defence Ministry has
simplified export and licensing
norms. Under the revised
Defence Export Standard
Operating Procedure {SOP),
stakeholder consultation has
been dizpenzed

exports of non-lethal deferce
items to most places. » PAGE 3

Nepal disaster toll rises to 579
amid search for 2,000 missing

More than 4500

Nepal govt. allows foreign experts to join the search

KATHMANDU
he death toll in the
Nej Boods

touched 579 on Fri-
fay, even as the search for
nearly 2,000 missing peo-
ple continued for the third
day after the disaster
struck.
The Nepal Police said
more than 4,500 people
had been rescued. Of the

Indians account for the
highest number of missing
foreign nationals.

ple from more than
30 countries are among
those reported missing.
the Board said. They in-
clude 65 from the United
States, 61 from Ukraine, 51

includi

alive: Relatives wait for the helicopter to amave, hoping their family members wi

from Malaysia, 35 from
Australia, and 33 from the
United Kingdom.
Meanwhile, Nepal has
reversed its earlier deci-
sion not to seek assistance
from sear

851nd|ars.mscue¢peopleﬁnmnnmdm30munmesamanmgﬁmscmmm:

flood risk

intense P

returm, 3t the Nepal Armmiy's rescus centre in Nuwakot, on Friday. PRASHAT i-AsAL

‘No contact with 320
Indians, 400 stranded’

teams. Sources said the go-
vernment decided to seek
from foreign expests

lted areas following
intense diplomatic pres-
sure from countries whose
unac-

Kallol
NEW DELHI

At Jeast 320 Indiars

ot contaceable while 400
others were stranded on
the Chinese side after the

flash flcod, the Centre
said, adding that India
stands ready to extend sl
belp to Kathmandu.

FuLL REPORT ON
»PAGES

In a social media post,

Prime &Ilnl.uei Balendra
he government

was continuously coordi-
nating with India, China
and international partners
on the assistance and sup-
plies needed for rescue
and relief operations.

Amid guestions owver
how flooding on auch a
massive scale could ha
occurred in the thlekmhl

river in the &

i

when no rain was record-
ed, scientists are workin

@ plece together the chatn
of events.

N i authorities have
said the disaster may have
originated in the Lhende
Khola on the Nepali side.

a
transboundary. _high-als
tude river that
Gyirong Ccunly n I)el

and ;
where i joins the Bhote-
koshi and

Trishuli rivers.
Scientists believe an ce-
androck  collapse

may
have sent debris into the
Lhende valley, temporarily
blocking the river before a
massive surge of water and
debris swept downstream
into the Bhotekoshi and
rivers.
Nepal's Department of

Hydrology and Meteorolo-
&Y. dra wnng on saellite -
agery shai ; the Chi-
has reached a
Similar priliminary conchu
sion. ~The avalanche or
nated on the Nepali side,
but very close 1o the boun-
dary, and caused the
floods that crossed the Ne-
pal-China border,” said Bi-
nod Parajuli, a senlor divi-
sional hydrologist at the
department's Flood Fore-
casting Divisior
Me said a full technical
assessment was still pend-
ing, as the dzp;uunenl's
immediate focus was on
rescue work. He said there
was still a risk of flooding.
lthough it was unlilely 16
be on the same scale, and
urged people living in the
area o exe: caution.

LATES mEPORTS ON
»PAGES.

NEW DELHI

Penguin Random House
India announced on Friday
that it & not publishing

Cony lear Sonia
Gandhi's much-awaited au-
obtography Belonging: A
Journey of Love with indus-

meetings, his handling of

criya amsevak
Sangh @ nd i
act
ng to news

the publisher of Belanging
in India. Any
that Penguin Random
House India decided not to
publish Befonging because
the author declined edito-
rial changes does 1ot accu-
rately reflect the circum-
sances”

t added: “As a publlsh
e, It Ia both our
tive and our 1espnnslhﬂny
o fact-check and provide
authors with recommen-
dations that are i best
interests of the
Throughout the reevan:
discussions, Penguin Ran-
dom House India’s posi-
tion was that we remained
willing and keen to publish
the book™

International edition
it s learned that the book's
international  publisher,
Alfred A Knopf, will in-
clude the sections that the
Pen, House
objected to in the version
to be published for sale
owside Indsa.

Sources sakd that Ms.

Gandhi’s manuscript ran

Penguin India pulls
Sonia memoir over
‘PM, RSS references’

cover image of Sorva
Ganchi'z sutcbicgraphy.

Ks & Rt
publisher, Alfred A.
Knopf, will include
the sections Penguin
India objected to

into trouble at the stage of
legal scrutiny, which has
wver the

When the legal teams
to remowe or al-

ter the sections related to
the PM, the RSS, and Ms.
Gandhi’s opinion on India-
China relations was com-
municated to the author,
they were reportediy told
that is a story of her
id not al-
he manu-

interfere wit
stoy teling process.
Ms. Gandhi has been

had con-
sulted her dme friends, in-
cluding a few authors. in

the process of her research
and writing, The Hindu has
Jearm.

Ms. Gandhi's office has
not commented the
matter.

The book, charting Ms.
Gandhi's journey from Ita-
Iy to India, will be pu-
blished for international

CONG. SLAMS PUBLISHER
= PAGE3

IIP slows to 6.7% in July; economists
warn of sluggish rural consumption

T.C.A. Sharad Ragha,

NEW DELHI

India’s growth in

July 2026 stood at 6.7%.
shorwrer than tha 8 8%, sesn.

s performance of
the Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (11P) was, however,
the second-best growth the the
index has seen since De-
gember last year, and was

of i

oy the

The chort shews groweh rose
for the.

since Dece

buoyed
ing and dedrh[ly and gee
supply P da-
o released by the ¥ Mlnlslry
of Statistics and  Pro-
gramme Implementation
also saw June’s P growth
upgraded from the provi-
sional 7.3% announced last
month to 8.8%.
ccording  to  econo-
mises, the data in particu-
shiows a divergence in
consumption
rural con:
ption levels exhibiting

The manufenutig sec-
tor grew by 7.3% in July

e
n(

2026, down from the 9.5%
it saw in June, but fast
than the 5.1% growth in Ju-
ly of last year. ~The mams-
facturing  sect

ws propelied by mdus.
tries like engineering [elec-
wic and non-electrical)
and automobiles [all kinds
of transport] besides elec-
wonics and plastic,_and
rubber product

Sabnavis, chief eq,onnlnl!l
3t the Bank of Baroda, sasd

Industries such as bev-
erages, wood, paper, and
non-metallic minerals also
supported this relatively
high growth, e sakd.
Rajeev Sharan, head of
research at Brickwork Rat-
ings, however, said the
meths 67 growethif the
1P might be overstating
"lhe breadth of the recov-

Qians are sprndlng their

money. That is, the data
seems to suggest that ex-
penditure on  daily-use
items is slowing while

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELIL

India signed a Lecter of Off-
er and Acceptance (I

with the U.S. on Friday to
procure Jevelin antitank

guided missile  systems

household spending.” Mr. | through the US. Foreign
Sharan said. ~Consumer iditary Sales route, mark-
durables,  the uicket | inga significant step in the
items such as vehicles and | defence partnershi
appliances, grew 10.5%, | ween vl
while everyday goods such The misssle systein is be-
food and toiletries fcon- | ing bought under the
Sumer fell
1% he add. granted to the

Mr. Shar.\n “added that
similar split runs uuuugh
factory output, with
motor vehicles sector up
22.2% and electrical equip-
ment up 28.3%, while food
products grew a much
slower 26% and
mmnued 0.6%. ~This

retionary and
e inken purdmses re

tied 1o rural incomes, re-
main weak.” be said.

powe:
armed forces to asgment
critical operational capa-
bilsties following Operation
sindoor, defence sources
said. The Indian Army &s
ml.urll javelin missiles
B Ronscedf rammbers. Under
e emergency framework,
the armed forces can make

emergency pi
Ciirements are cxpecied to

The Javelini=

India signs Javelin procurement
deal with U.S, boosts defence ties

Its fire-and-forget capa-
biliry bets the operator fire
and move to
oo position without
having to guide it through-
out its fight.
The J.weun e s
e Javelin

Currently, the US. Army,
S. Marine Corps and sev-
rai Mrteraaelong) extmnm

antitank igred to

engage armoured vehicias and fortHied postions AF

i by the end of 2026-
27, soun:es
The US. Enrba»sy in
New Delhi welcomed the
signing of the LOA. saying
it demonserated the grow-
ing depth of the US. india
Detence | Partner:
i and would pave the
way for greater coopera-
tion between the defence
industries of the two coun-
of

becomes a
omer of the Javelin sys-
o the Embassy sai

US. Ambassador to In-
dia Sergio Gor said the
agreement reflected a de-
fence partership that was
“growing deeper, more

and consequen-

US. Em-
bassy said the signing
would e discus-

sions on mutually benefi-
cial  co-production

India and the US.
The

capable,
tal™. He said &t

U.S. support for the in-
dian Army and created
opportunities for the two
Coamiiea s work together.

avelin is 3 medhin

ruga . et any i
m‘? desigied to Srgane
armoured vehicles and for-
tified positions.

as-
sumes significance in the
backdrop of India’s efforts
to rapidly swrengthen s
anti-armour  capabilities
following Opeuuon Sin-
door, while simul
aegpem.g Gefence indus.
eration  with




India signs Javelin procurement
deal with U.S., boosts defence ties

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India signed a Letter of Off-
er and Acceptance (LOA)
with the U.S. on Friday to
procure Javelin anti-tank
guided missile systems
through the U.S. Foreign
Military Sales route, mark-
ing a significant step in the
defence partnership bet-

ween the two countries.
The missile system is be-
ing bought under the
emergency procurement
powers granted to the
armed forces to augment
critical operational capa-
bilities following Operation
Sindoor, defence sources
said. The Indian Army is
procuring Javelin missiles
in limited numbers. Under
the emergency framework,
the armed forces can make
purchases of up to ¥300
crore for each equipment
category. Deliveries of con-
tracts under the sixth
tranche of emergency pro-
curements are expected to
]

w7

L el ... T

The Javelin is a medium-range, anti-tank guided missile designed to
engage armoured vehicles and fortified positions. AFp

begin by the end of 2026-
27, sources said.

The U.S. Embassy in
New Delhi welcomed the
signing of the LOA, saying
it demonstrated the grow-
ing depth of the U.S.-India
Major Defence Partner-
ship. and would pave the
way for greater coopera-
tion between the defence
industries of the two coun-
tries. “With the signing of
the LOA, India becomes a
customer of the Javelin sys-
tem,” the Embassy said.

U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia Sergio Gor said the
agreement reflected a de-
fence partnership that was
“growing deeper, more
capable, and consequen-
tial”. He said it demonstrat-
ed U.S. support for the In-
dian Army and created
opportunities for the two
countries to work together.

The Javelin is a medium-
range, anti-tank guided
missile designed to engage
armoured vehicles and for-
tified positions.

Its fire-and-forget capa-
bility lets the operator fire
the missile and move to
another position without
having to guide it through-
out its flight.

The Javelin system is
produced by the Javelin
Joint Venture, comprising
RTX and Lockheed Martin.
Currently, the U.S. Army,
U.S. Marine Corps and sev-
eral international custom-
ers operate it. The U.S. Em-
bassy said the signing
would facilitate discus-
sions on mutually benefi-
cial co-production and
create additional oppor-
tunities to strengthen the
defence industrial bases of
India and the U.S.

The procurement as-
sumes significance in the
backdrop of India’s efforts
to rapidly strengthen its
anti-armour capabilities
following Operation Sin-
door, while simultaneously
deepening defence-indus-
trial cooperation with
America.



Aspect
Full name
Category
Origin

Role

Portability

Guidance
Key technology

Attack modes

Maximum range

Warhead

Launch

Manufacturers

English

FGM-148 Javelin

Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM)
United States

Designed mainly to destroy tanks,
armoured vehicles and fortified
positions

Man-portable system

Imaging Infrared seeker
Fire-and-forget
Top attack + Direct attack

More than 4.5 km for the system
described in U.S. notification material

Tandem warhead designed to defeat
conventional/reactive armour

Soft-launch capability

RTX—Lockheed Martin Javelin Joint
Venture

faar

FGM-148 StafasT
cop-Teft fdiara faarser
HYF T AR

AT ¢oh, TS dTgel 3R AT
Je FoaTett a1 a7se andet o foIw

AfAPT ZaRT o SIS T Tehot AT
JOTTelT

SHTSIIT SoPRS AT
eIg 37¢eh + SRS 3ch

ARG 31fEga«r Gree & AR
4.5 R A 3 >

IRYeh T2T Reactive Armour &1 et
%T;fTandem Warhead

TTFe-olie=d &7 dl

RTX—Lockheed Martin bl {-igcrd
3UshH




Year

2002

2016

2016

2018

2018

2020

2023

2025

2026

Development

GSOMIA signed for
protection/sharing of classified
military information

LEMOA signed

U.S. designated India a Major
Defence Partner

COMCASA signed

India received STA-1 status

BECA signed

iCET expanded critical-technology

cooperation

New 10-year India—U.S. defence
framework

Javelin LOA signed

f&er

qaffehe = FaaaT &l
J&TT/3TeTA-eT g GSOMIA
SIT AT31 S IRET R
ATATEES FETIC hr Fiaem
ARSI o AR F Major
Defence Partner &T &3l f&aT

Ifard AT IR UG 3eeld
AR T&TT dehelleh Teh 95}
qed

o]

R hl Strategic Trade
Authorization-1 3T

-EUToTeh Td Vo ST ATST
e T FHASAT
HEcaqUT U 3T cTeheitenl 7
SRR

ST 10-aST Y817 G eT &l

é\aﬁ?r@'aa%?arLOAwa——crraﬂ




Challenges / Critical Analysis | Wﬂﬁ'mﬁ fareyor

Import Dependence = 3TaTd f¥9ET: Excessive reliance on foreign weapon systems can create long-term logistical and
strategic dependence.

el efaRY uv i foriRar Eriarar & diforfees 3 Torehfae forsiar der & aFdt B

Cost - oTdld: Advanced precision-guided weapons and their lifecycle support can be expensive compared with locally
produced alternatives.

Jodd precision-guided TAAR U7 37T lifecycle support TacelY fawmenr &ir (':la?'I?-lT ﬁﬁnﬁm%l

Strategic Autonomy = ToTAI e Ta=IEdT: India traditionally seeks diversified defence partnerships rather than
dependence on any single power.

R U ¥9 & ford) te afaa ox fAsiR e & aoirr fafaer i arsierRar s @arg|

Indigenisation - Fae fiwIor: Emergency imports should complement rather than replace DRDO and Indian industry's
indigenous ATGM programmes.

AT TelleT TAT T DRDO A HRAT 3ANT & TG 2l ATGM FTAFAT FT T At F T 3o W aefelT A5 T




Consider the following statements about the Javelin missile:

stafersT AT & g9y # AFd F3« | IR fifaw:

e Itis primarily an anti-tank guided missile. / Ig HEA: dh-ue AR
IGLIECE]

¢ It has fire-and-forget capability. /Sﬂﬁ' Fire-and-Forget &THAT |

e It can employ a top-attack profile. / T§ Top-Attack profile T TN HI Ahdl

gl

e India has signed an LOA for its procurement through the U.S. FMS mechanism.
/ IR A TATRCRT FVIS STaTAT & ATEAA H ST GG 6] LOA T §FART
fre gl



JIO HAS OVER 524 MILLION SUBSCRIBERS ACROSS INDIA

Jiogets SEBInod for Rs 38k-crore
IPO,settobe India’slargestlisting

The proposed IPO of Jio Platforms has
been one of the most closely watched
developments in India’s capital markets

George Mathew
Mumbai, August 28

JIO PLATFORMS Ltd, the digi-
tal and telecom business of Re-
liance Industries Ltd (RIL), is
set to enter the capital market
with a mega public offer that
could redefine the scale of In-
dia’sinitial public offering (IPO)
market. The company has re-
ceived clearance from the Se-
curities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) to proceed with its
IPO, which is expected to mobi-
lise about Rs 37,700 crore, or
close to $4 billion.

The Jio IPO, which is likely
to be the largest IPO to hit the
marKket so far, will be a fresh
issue of 27 crore equity shares
of face value of Rs10 each atan
issue price to be determined
through the book building pro-
cess. Of the issue proceeds, Rs

27,500 crore will be utilised to
repay debtand the balance will
be used for general corporate
purposes not exceeding 25% of
the proceeds.

RIL holds 66.43% stake in
JPL, while Meta Platforms of
the US, founded by Mark Zuck-
erburg, has 9.98% and Google
7.73%.

Not less than 35% of the net
issue will be available for allo-
cation toretail individual inves-
tors, according to the DRHP.

With Jio now announcing
itsTPO plan, two mega IPOs will
raise over Rs 67,000 crore from
the market in the coming
months. The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) had also sub-
mitted its IPO documents. SEBI
isexpected to clear the NSEIPO
soon. Market estimates suggest
the NSE offering could raise
around Rs 30,000 crore

Sinceits launchin 2016, Jio has transformed the Indian telecom
sector through rapid growth and expansion. ReuTers

through an offer for sale.

The proposed IPO of Jio
Platforms has been one of the
most closely watched develop-
ments in India’s capital mar-
kets, largely because of the
company’s dominant position
in telecommunications and its
rapidly expanding digital eco-
system. Since its launch in
2016, Jio has transformed the

Indian telecom sector through
aggressive pricing, widespread
4G and 5G adoption and large-
scale investments in network
infrastructure.

Jio hasover 524 million sub-
scribers across India. Jio’s net-
work leadership in 5G con-
tinued to attract subscribers
with a total 5G subscriber base
reaching 268 million as of

March 2026. Customer engage-
ment also remains robust with
5G now accounting for 55% of
total wireless traffic, the com-
pany said.

Speculation about a public
listing of Jio intensified after
Jio Platforms attracted billions
of dollars in investments from
global technology majors like
Meta Platform, Google and
Intel in 2020. The fundraising
exercise brought in strategicin-
vestors who valued the busi-
ness at levels that placed it
among India’s most valuable
unlisted companies. Meta in-
vested $5.7 billion to acquire its
9.98% stake in Jio in 2020.

Among large IPOs, Hyun-
dai raised Rs 27,870 crore
through its IPO in October
2024, surpassing the Rs 21,008-
crore issue of Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) in
2022. Other landmark offerings
include Paytm’s Rs 18,300-
crore IPO in 2021 and Coal In-
dia’s Rs 15,475-crore issue in
2010. Reliance Power raised
around Rs 11,500 crore through
its 2008 IPO.



Point

Company
Parent/Promoter
Regulator
Expected IPO size
Fresh shares
Face value
Pricing

Fresh Issue/OFS

Post-issue equity

Debt repayment

Retail allocation

Customers

5G subscribers

RIL stake pre-IPO
Meta stake

Google stake

English

Jio Platforms Ltd (JPL)
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL)
SEBI

Around X37,700 crore

Up to 27 crore shares
X10/share

Book-building process
Fresh issue; no OFS in DRHP
New shares = 2.9%

Up to X27,500 crore

At least 35% of net issue, subject
to applicable rules

524.4 million as of 31 March 2026

About 268.5 million as of March
2026

66.43%
9.98%
7.73%

fgdr

St celewiey fafAes
Remaa ssrcia fafdces

AR gicsyfa 3R e ars
STITHIT 237,700 IS

TSI 27 IS AT R
210 9T AW

gh-fafesar ufshar

7T AX; DRHP H OFS gl

7T R =~ 2.9% FEASHY

3T dH 227,500 RIS ol
TH 6

AT $YY FT FH-H-FH 35%, o]
fgAT & 3TER

31 AT 2026 deh 52.44 FUS
DIRED

AT 2026 doh SI9THIT 26.85 IS

66.43%
9.98%
7.73%



6. Historical Aspect — Jio's Journey | 2fdgifdd ggd

2016 - Jio enters telecom

English: Jio commercially entered India's telecom market in 2016, offering inexpensive data and initially
free promotional services, accelerating the shift from voice-led telecom to a data-led digital economy.
f&et: Jio A 2016 ® WRATT telecom market ® 93 IR IR a2l fasa 31k T data d@iT B3t promotional
services & HTEIH & telecom sector &I voice-centric model & data-driven digital economy &% 3R dsft &
geidTl

Impact on telecom sector

English: Intense competition contributed to lower data prices, consolidation among telecom operators
and rapid expansion of mobile internet consumption.

f&gl: dta ufdwaef & data prices B gT, telecom operators ® consolidation @@T 31k mobile internet
consumption dsit & gaTl

2020 - Major global investments

English: During 2020, global technology investors including Meta and Google invested heavily in Jio
Platforms. Meta's current holding is around 9.98%, while Google's is around 7.73%. @ @theweek

f&el: 2020 & Meta 3R Google Tfgd &g dfedd technology investors A Jio Platforms ¥ &s1 fAder fasam| adam
TTAT H Meta bl fRRASRT 7T 9.98% diT Google &t (T 7.73% &1

2026 - IPO
English: Jio filed its DRHP in June 2026 and received SEBI's final observations on 28 August 2026.
@ The Print

f&gl: Jio 7 5[ 2026 A DRHP QI fdsam 3k 28 30d 2026 &Y SEBI & final observations T fag |

Remember timeline:
2016 Launch - 2020 Global Investment - 5G Expansion - 2026 IPO



IPO

Proposed Jio Platforms (2026)
Hyundai Motor India (2024)
LIC (2022)

Paytm (2021)

Coal India (2010)

Reliance Power (2008)

Approx. issue size
~X37,700 Cr
27,870 Cr
21,008 Cr
X18,300 Cr
15,475 Cr
~X11,500 Cr



Consider the following statements / A& @d FTAT W

ICEIRE I L

e SEBI is a statutory body under the SEBI Act, 1992. / SEBI, SEBI Act 1992 &
ded Udh statutory body gl

e Jio Platforms' proposed IPO consists of fresh shares rather than an Offer
for Sale in its DRHP. / Jio Platforms & DRHP # IPO Fresh Issue %‘, OFS Flﬁl

e Part of the IPO proceeds is proposed to be used for debt repayment. / IPO

& ATee TR FT T T3T HIT ol Tl & foT yEA1fad g




DAANVEER Initiative



DAANVEER is a technology-enabled, people-led Computer Crowdsourcing
Initiative of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR). It enables citizens,
philanthropic organisations, CSR partners and the Indian diaspora to donate
standardised desktop computers to verified Gram Panchayats that need
digital infrastructure.

DAANVEER G o1 HATI (MoPR) @ftechnology-enabled iy people-

led Computer Crowdsourcing Initiative g | sﬂﬁsmwﬂ@ramﬁ% qUIhRT
HEATY, CSR HEATE 3R AR yaret HAerT FSfoieer ot
HﬁQWTEIT@' a?mﬁ?rmqam?ﬁﬁ standardised desktop computers

alT P Thd g |




Point

Initiative
Nodal Ministry
Nature

Beneficiary

Potential donors

Objective
Platform linkage

Complements

English

DAANVEER

Ministry of Panchayati Raj
Computer Crowdsourcing Initiative
Verified Gram Panchayats

Citizens, CSR entities, philanthropic
organisations & diaspora

Strengthen digital infrastructure of
Panchayats

Meri Panchayat App

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan
(RGSA)

fgdr

G CIRS

BRI KAEICE:
HhTYEX HISSHIHT Tgel
AT ATH g

AT, CSR TTATT, GTRILT
HITST U YaTET ARG

garady T Bfaed 3raataar
J-I\J'ldc\d heall

A gTIg 0

ISEIT ATH TS AT (RGSA)




2. How does DAANVEER work? | DAANVEER &3 &TH &63dT 82

The process shown by the government can be remembered in 6 simple steps:

Open Meri Panchayat App = Select Gram Panchayat = Click “Donate Computer” - Add computer to
DigiHaat - Select curated computer bundle & pay = Delivery + acknowledgement certificate

Meri Panchayat App Jd - UTH YdrId g4 - “Donate Computer” WR fawids & - DigiHaat & computer
313 - fAuRa computer bundle TAH YT &R - Delivery + acknowledgement certificate

Why is this model different? | IIg Aisd 37cTT Rl 872

English: Instead of simply transferring money to a Panchayat, the system connects the donor with a
verified requirement and facilitates procurement of standardised hardware.

fgct: sTA Pad UarId oY 491 24 & 91T donor & verified requirement 3 51181 3TdT & 37R standardised
hardware 3T T ! TR Bt AT & |

This can improve transparency, standardisation and accountability.

SIA URSRIdT, HIhIdbRYT 3R STardegl 9 Thdl 2l



Year

1957

1959

1977

1986

1992
1993

2018

Digital era

DAANVEER

Development

Balwant Rai Mehta Committee
recommended democratic
decentralisation and three-tier PRI
system

Rajasthan became the first state to
inaugurate Panchayati Raj — Nagaur

Ashok Mehta Committee
recommended strengthening PRIs

L.M. Singhvi Committee advocated
constitutional recognition

73rd Constitutional Amendment
passed

73rd Amendment came into force

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan
launched

e-GramSwaraj, AuditOnline, Meri
Panchayat etc.

Community-supported digital
infrastructure

fedr

Joldd T Agdr afAfa o Sditas
faehe Iy oT Tg BEaT gamad et
r BT $r

VST EATeT G ST SfT] A ATl
gl T Fell — AR

312Nk Agar AT o T IsT
HEATHT T HSTG et el BTSN
$r

vl vH. [fudr afafa o gdufae
gof & RAwIer

7397 GTIEITeT TAETT TR

73aT FRMETT AT E3T

TSEI ITH TS AT YR

e-GramSwaraj, AuditOnline, Meri

Panchayat 3nfe

AR 3menRa Bfoesd =g
TGS



Initiative

e-GramSwaraj

AuditOnline

Meri Panchayat

SVAMITVA

DAANVEER

Purpose

Planning, accounting and
monitoring of Panchayats

Online auditing of Panchayat
accounts

Citizen-centric mobile governance
platform

Drone-based mapping/property
cards in rural inhabited areas

Crowdsourcing computers for
Panchayats

g ad planning, accounting 3R
monitoring

U @Tdt T online audit
AT eh-eh g d IATId mobile

platform

W&]‘Iﬁ'@&%’:ﬁﬁdrone
mapping/property cards

garddl & el computers =)

crowdsourcing



Streamlining India’s R&D Funding



V4
/N

NITI AAYOG'S 2026 REPORT “EASE OF
DOING RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT IN
INDIA — REMOVING OBSTACLES,
PROMOTING ENABLERS” HAS HIGHLIGHTED
STRUCTURAL WEAKNESSES IN INDIA'S
RESEARCH ECOSYSTEM AND PROPOSED
REFORMS IN FUNDING, HUMAN
RESOURCES, INSTITUTIONAL GOVERNANCE,
PROCUREMENT, COMMERCIALISATION AND
MONITORING.

ATy 3T T 2026 T AAIE “EASE OF

DOING RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT IN
INDIA — REMOVING OBSTACLES,

PROMOTING ENABLERS” & Rl T
RESEARCH ECOSYSTEM ¥ Hg[g FATcHE

WTﬁi‘@ﬁHWgUFUNmNG,

HUMAN RESOURCES, INSTITUTIONAL
GOVERNANCE, PROCUREMENT,

COMMERCIALISATION 3R MONITORING &
JUR AV &

—

CORE PHILOSOPHY: ROPE = “REMOVING
OBSTACLES, PROMOTING ENABLERS”

HEY fAGHTA: ROPE = “aTeTHT FY geTAT
3R HaTH AT FATAT” |



2. The Biggest Problem — India Spends Too Little on R&D

GERD = Gross Expenditure on Research and Development

GERD = fds&t d2r & R&D WR fosa 1 et &

English: India's GERD is only about 0.64-0.65% of GDP and has remained around 0.6-0.7% for more
than a decade.

fgél: WRd BT GERD &ad oI GDP @1 0.64-0.65% & 3R T g2rds & 31feids IH A @i 0.6-0.7% &
ATAUTH GATEHTEI - il aayos

Country R&D expenditure cited by NITI report gten & fag

= India ~0.65% GDP dggd BH

@ China ~2.4-26%  WRA J oTHT 4 TAT

=1 USA ~3.4-35%  WRd I ofHTT 5 TAT

«: South Korea ~4.5-5.3% faea & 3= R&D spenders &

Different sections of the report use slightly different country-year figures, so for exams remember the
broad comparison rather than mixing years. - NITi Aayog

NITI Aayog recommendation

Current: 0.64% - Target: at least 2% of GDP within 4-5 years
TdHMA: 0.64% - T&Y: 3o 4-5 S & BH-B-BH GDP HT 2%

This means India would need to roughly triple its R&D intensity relative to GDP. - niTi Asyog



3. Why is India's R&D Funding Weak? |1;|'§'!§I¥I1=R21T“E?

A. Government bears too much of the burden

English: According to the report, about 64% of India's R&D funding comes from public sources, unlike

many leading innovation economies where private industry contributes over 60%.
fget: Rl & AR WRA B & 64% R&D funding Ads1fAds Jldl & 31Tdl €, 74 @68 3M0f innovation
economies A private industry 60% & 31feies INTE BIAT &1 - NiTlAayoq

India » Government-dominated R&D
Advanced innovation economies - Industry-led R&D

B. Funding is concentrated in premier institutions

English: The report records stakeholder concerns that the lIT system receives more than 80% of
ANRF's R&D funding, while many State universities and smaller institutions struggle to access
competitive research funding.

f&dl: RuYE A stakeholder consultations & 38R UR a1 @¥a <61 1S & f ANRF 6t R&D funding &1 80% 3
3feid IIT system &) fidetdr 8, STafd State Universities 31k 81 THY @Y competitive research funding 9T
B3 A BIEAS BT 81 - NiTl Asyog

Important: This is a finding/concern reported in NITI's consultation, so it should not be interpreted as
saying lITs receive 80% of all Indian R&D funding.



C. Too many funding portals

English: Researchers must deal with different ministries, agencies, portals and application formats. This
creates duplication and administrative workload.

fg<l: Researchers @' 37eTT-31eTTT ministries, funding agencies, portals 3i? application formats 3 TERAT Ugdr
8, {5/ duplication 3k administrative workload 9&dT &1

D. Slow approval

English: Long proposal-processing and fund-disbursement times can delay projects and reduce research
productivity.

f&<l: Research proposals @t approval 3R fund disbursement & &3t projects @Y efiaT &3dt & 37 research
productivity @Y YMIfdd 6dt &1

NITI recommendation - Maximum processing time: 6 months; target: 4 months.

Hifd 3T &t fAwiRer - 3iféiesdd processing time 6 H&A; @&T 4 HEA1 - Wit Asyos

E. Procurement problems

English: Researchers face rigid Government Financial Rules, procurement delays, GeM-related issues and
restrictions on budget heads.

f&<}: Researchers &t Government Financial Rules, procurement delays, GeM Jgeit IHI137 3R rigid
budget heads 3t T3 &7 ATHAT BAT USdT 2|

This matters because scientific research often requires specialised equipment and consumables
quickly.



4. Human Capital Problem | 2iterepdaiai bt &t

This is one of the most important data points for Mains.

Country FTE Researchers per million people

= India 262
M China ~1,685
= USA ~4,821
5 UK ~4,821
B Switzerland ~5,652

English: India has only around 262 full-time-equivalent researchers per million population, indicating
that the problem is not only lack of money but also insufficient research human capital.

f&<t: Rd A Ufd 10 &R STAIEAT R bael T 262 full-time-equivalent researchers g1 312fd IHXT dad
funding @&t 7&T afeds research human capital BT &1+ Nt Asyes

Why?

Low fellowships + delayed fellowships + uncertain research careers + vacancies + better private-
sector opportunities + brain drain

&H fellowships + fellowship R 3t + 31fAfedd research career + f3ad Ug + private sector # dgd? 31a¥R +
brain drain



India's modern scientific ecosystem was deliberately built after Independence.

English: Jawaharlal Nehru strongly promoted the idea of developing a scientific temper and modern
scientific institutions as instruments of national development.

f&dt: Tad=d1 & d1g STATEIAT Ag® 1 dAMAb gfEHIoT (Scientific Temper) 3R 3MYfic e Heml B I
AT & ATEME & FU A g &

Institutional evolution

CSIR laboratories - lITs > Atomic Energy Programme -> Space Programme - DST - Biotechnology
-> Digital/Al/Semiconductor ecosystem

CSIR TRINTTATE - |ITs - URHY] 3311 BRIBGH -> 3idfRkel BRIH - DST - Biotechnology -

Digital/Al/Semiconductor ecosystem

Constitutional Connection

Article 51A(h) — Fundamental Duty:

English: To develop scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform.

fédt: danfacs gfamivr, ATAaaTg a2 AFTE 3R R 6 HIa-T &1 fadsr BTl

Excellent constitutional point for a Science & Technology Mains answer.



Recommendation

Raise GERD from 0.64% — at least 2% GDP in 4-5
years

Aim for roughly half of targeted GERD from private
sector

Fiscal incentives for additional private R&D

Improve R&D expenditure reporting by companies

Coordinate funding schemes across departments

Proposal processing: max 6 months, target 4
months

Dedicated Project Management Units

Increase postdoctoral fellowships by 20% annually
for the next few years

Create Vigyan Nidhi

Raise institutional overhead support to around 20%

E. i
R&D I &hl GDP & 0.64% T hHA-U-HH 2% dh
SrAGII

SIT&Td GERD H private sector T ATITETT oIaT3TaT
3TTIT et T feRmm

Private R&D o ToIT fiscal incentives
Companies % R&D expenditure TS8R reporting

3Te19T-3Tcl9T departments T funding schemes P2}
coordination

Proposal approval 318 &hdd 6 HAgGId, o1& 4 Aglel

Dedicated Project Management Units sSolTolT

Postdoctoral fellowships H &S aul deh 20% dTNe
gefr >

C ~
Unified fellowship architecture Vigyan Nidhi

Institutional overhead support I SITHIT 20%
T



Lake Ontario



0Ozark
Plateau




* U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order renaming Lake Ontario to “Lake America” for
federal geographic use following trade standoffs with Canada.

* Lake Ontario is the smallest by surface area (19,011 sq km) and the easternmost of the five Great
Lakes (from west to east: Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario).

* Bordered to the north, west, and southwest by the Canadian province of Ontario and to the south and
east by the U.S. state of New York.

* Rivers: Fed primarily by the Niagara River from Lake Erie and drained by the Saint Lawrence River into
the Atlantic Ocean.

Littoral Cities: Toronto and Hamilton in Canada, and Rochester in the United States.
Welland Canal connects Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, bypassing Niagara Falls.




U.S. employers seeking to hire skilled foreign workers using the H-1B visa programme.

It is a non-immigrant work visa that allows U.S. employers to temporarily employ
foreign workers in specialty occupations requiring specialised knowledge and typically at
least a bachelor’s degree or equivalent

H-1B visa is issued for employment in specialised fields such as information technology,
engineering, finance, healthcare and research.

It is initially granted for up to three years and can generally be extended up to a total
of six years.

H1B visas are typically capped each year and allocated through a lottery
system managed by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).



In News — World Sanskrit Day (  ): Celebrated annually on the

full-moon day (Purnima) of the Hindu calendar month of Shravana.
Its celebration was initiated by the Government in 1969. 15t World
Sanskrit Day was celebrated in 19609.

Sports — Grand Chess Tour Title ): Indian Grandmaster R.
Praggnanandhaa became the 15t Indian to win the Grand Chess
Tour (GCT). GCT is a circuit of chess tournaments in which players
compete for multiple prize pools.



https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseDetail.aspx?PRID=2304068&reg=48&lang=1
https://newsonair.gov.in/r-praggnanandhaa-creates-history-becomes-1st-indian-to-win-grand-chess-tour/

AFCAT 2 2026



10

Question [ Topic asked

What was the theme of International Day of Yoga
20267

World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2026 was

held in which country?

What was the theme of the International Day of

Cooperatives 20267

Which country participated as an observer at the
68th Asian Productivity Organization Governing

Body session?

UNSC transformed the existing Haiti mission into

which new entity?

What is the main objective of the Green India

Mission?

The Mission for Cotton Productivity is related to

which "5F"” vision?

MILAN 2026 is related to which armed force?

Where was MILAN 2026 conducted?

RUDRAM-2, recently in news, is what?

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

LAMITIYE is a military exercise between India and

which country?

Tiger Triumph is a joint exercise between which two

countries?

Vajra Prahar is conducted between India and which

country?

Yudh Abhyas is a military exercise between?

Operation Ganga was launched for what purpose?

Question related to the Florence Nightingale Award

Questions were asked around the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)

Question related to renewable energy



Thank you
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