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“When we are no longer able to change a situation, we are

challenged to change ourselves.”

— Viktor E. Frankl, Man's Search for Meaning
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1. U.S. Sanctions on India
» Tariffs imposed: 25% reciprocal + 25% secondary sanctions (effective Aug 27, 2025).

» Reason: India’s continued purchase of Russian crude despite Western sanctions.

e Impact: ~50% tariffs on Indian goods - India’s exports to U.S. made uncompetitive.

2. U.S. Allegations
e« Navarro accused India of:

 Arrogance in refusing to cut Russian imports.
» Profiteering from refining Russian crude and exporting refined products.

* He claimed U.S. taxpayers “fund Modi's war" indirectly.

3. India’s Position
* [ndia has repeatedly stated:

e Purchases are based on energy security needs.
e Oilis bought at discounted prices to protect its economy.

e Other countries, esp. China, import more Russian oil, yet India is being targeted.



4. U.S. Domestic Reactions
 Democratic lawmakers criticized Trump administration for targeting India while ignoring China.

 Former U.S. officials (Mark Linscott, Kenneth Juster) urged “cool heads” to prevent U.S.-India ties
from worsening.

» Hope expressed for resolution via Trump-Modi meeting at UNGA (Sept 2025).

5. Economic Impact on India
» 55% of Indian exports to U.S. (worth ~$47-48 bn) face tariff disadvantages of 30-35%.

» Risk of Indian goods losing competitiveness to China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines.
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India hosts international

meeting on military medicine

Union Minister of State for Defence Sanjay Seth
on Thursday inaugurated “MILMEDICON-2025:
international conference on physical and mental
trauma in military settings” at Manekshaw
Centre, New Delhi. The two-day event has been
organised by the Directorate General of Medical
Services (Army). Mr. Seth underlined India’s
commitment to advancing military medicine
through global partnerships and research. “It is a
fitting tribute to our warriors and a crucial step
towards future-ready healthcare solutions,” he
said. Marking the Indian Army’s ‘Year of
Reforms’, it is positioned as a strategic initiative
to strengthen international cooperation and
enhance trauma care in operational settings.




Mumbai and Vizag
among safest cities
for women: NARI

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Mumbai, Visakhapatnam,
Kohima,Bhubaneswar, Ai-
zawl, Gangtok, and Itana-
gar have emerged as the
safest cities in the country
for women, while Patna,
Jaipur, Faridabad, Delhi,
Kolkata, Srinagar and Ran-
chi were ranked the low-
est, according to the Na-
tional Annual Report and
Index on Women'’s Safety
(NARI) 2025.

The nationwide index
released on Thursday,
based on a survey of 12,770
women across 31 cities,
placed the national safety
score at 65%.

Kohima and other top-
ranked cities were associat-
ed with stronger gender
equity, civic participation,
policing and women-
friendly infrastructure.
Whereas, cities like Patna

4 . o
The study revealed sharp drops
in perceptions of safety at night
across cities

and Jaipur fared poorly
due to weak institutional
responsiveness, patriar-
chal norms and gaps in ur-
ban infrastructure, the re-
port said.

Overall, six in 10 women
surveyed felt “safe” in their
city, but 40% still consi-
dered themselves “not so
safe” or “unsafe”. The stu-
dy revealed sharp drops in
perceptions of safety at
night, particularly in pu-
blic transport and recrea-
tional spaces.




Report Released: National Annual Report and Index on Women's Safety (NARI) 2025.
Survey Coverage: 12,770 women across 31 Indian cities.
National Safety Score: 65%.
Safest Cities Identified:
¢ Mumbai
* Visakhapatnam (Vizag)
 Kohima
 Bhubaneswar
e Aizawl
 Gangtok

* |tanagar



Lowest Ranked Cities:

Patna
Jaipur
Faridabad
Delhi
Kolkata
Srinagar

Ranchi

Reasons for High Safety in Top Cities:

Stronger gender equity
Civic participation
Effective policing

Women-friendly infrastructure



» Reasons for High Safety in Top Cities:
e Stronger gender equity
e Civic participation
» Effective policing
« Women-friendly infrastructure
e Reasons for Poor Ranking in Bottom Cities:
* Weak institutional responsiveness
« Patriarchal norms
e Gaps in urban infrastructure
» Perception of Safety:
« 60% women felt “safe” in their city.
* 40% considered themselves “not so safe” or “unsafe”.

» Sharp drop in feeling of safety at night, especially in public transport and recreational spaces.



NARI Index:

Part of the government’s effort to measure gender inclusivity & safety.

Similar to international indices like the Global Gender Gap Index.

Women’s Safety in India:

Constitutional Provisions: Article 14 (Equality before law), Article 15 (prohibition of discrimination), Article 21 (Right to
life & liberty).

Laws: Criminal Law Amendment Act 2013, POSH Act 2013, Nirbhaya Fund.

Schemes: Safe City Project, Mahila Police Volunteers Scheme.



Global

Comparison:

Urban Safety

Concerns:

According to UN Women reports, perception of safety is a
major barrier to women’s workforce participation in urban
areas.

Countries like Sweden and Japan consistently rank high in
women’s safety due to strong gender-sensitive urban design.

NCRB 2023 data: Delhi has highest crimes against women
among metros.

Smart Cities Mission is integrating CCTV, emergency
response systems, and women-friendly transport
measures.



* Consider the following statements regarding the National Annual Report and Index on Women’s
Safety (NARI) 2025:

* The NARI 2025 survey covered over 30 Indian cities and found Mumbai and Visakhapatnam
among the safest cities for women.

* Patna, Jaipur, and Delhi were ranked among the lowest in women’s safety.
* The nationwide safety score was below 50%.

* Weak institutional responsiveness and patriarchal norms were cited as reasons for poor safety
rankings in some cities.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 1,2 and 4 only

C) 3and 4 only

D)1,2,3and4



FOREIGN POLICY & DIPLOMACY

The India-Japan partnership

The relationship is stable and deepening at a time of uncertainties around the world. PM Modi's visit is
expected to further consolidate the Special Strategic and Global Partnership between the two countries

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELMI, AUGUST 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi left for
Japan an Thursday night foe the 15th India-
Japan Annual Summit with his japanese
counterpart Shigen ishiba,

The August 29-30 visit will be Modi's
eighth trip to Japan, and his first since kshiba
ook office last year: The two leaders have met
eattier on the sidefines of the ASEAN Summit
in Vientiane last October, and on the sidelines
of the G7 Summit in Kananasids this jJune.

Modi last travedled to Japan foe the Anmwal
Sammit in 2038; be has since visited the coun-
try for multilateral engagerments such as the
G20 summit inCsaka in 2019, and the G7 sum-
mitin Hiroshima in 2023,

From Japan, the Prime Ménister will travel
10 China foc the Heads of Stage Council meet-
ing of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation {SCO) in Thanjin
Old ties, shared vision

Japan and Russia are Inclia’s two oldest
Annual S it-leve] mechand India-
Japan bilateral relations were elevated to
Global Partnership in 2000, Strategic and
Global Partnership in 2006, and Special
Strategic and Global Partnership in 2014

The Annual Summits between former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and PM Modi
gAve a strategic edge to the ties,

Ahead of the PM's visit, Foreign Seaetary
Vikram Misri said India and japan “share val-
ues, trust, and strategic outlook”,

The lidia-fapan parmership i rooted in
civillzational ties that huve been reinforced
by convergence in their regional and global
outlooks. indix's Act East Policy and Indo-
Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOF) align closely
with Japan's Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP) policy. Japan leads IPOI's connectivity
pillar, and is Indla's largest Overseas
Development Assistance (ODA) donor,

Cooperation between the countries ex-
tends to plunksteral such as the
Quad, International Solar Alliance (ISA),
Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI). and Supply Chain
Resilience Initiative (SCRI)

A jolnt statement and a vision statement
will be issued during the PM's visit. Sources
said the two sides will exchange notes on the
curreat global scenario, specificaily, in the
walke of the tariffs imposed by the Donald
Trump administration, and in the context of

Ishiba( left) with Mo at Vientiane, Laos, last October, X@narendmmed

STORY OF FRIENDSHIP OVER PAST TWO DECADES

zuzwmmmmm Emperor Naruhito's coronation

landmark “Confluence of Two 2022: Kishida visits India, pledges
Seas™ speech in Parfiament. JPY 5 trillion in investment
Mkﬂmwm&m 2023: Modi attends G7 Summit in
Michiko visit lndia. Hiroshima, unveils Gandhi statue
ml\&h&pﬂkw near Peace Park

guest: thes elevated (0 Special 2024: Modi meets Japanese I'M thrice,

Strategic and Global Partnesship'. marking 10 years of Special Strategic
2019: President R N Kovind attends

uncertainties about US security commit-
ments n the

Realms of cooperation
Defence and Security

on defence and security
include the joint Declasation on Security
Cooperation (2008 ), Defence Cooperation
and Exchanges MoU (2014 ). Information
Protection Agreement (2015), Reciprocal
Provision of Supplies and Services
Agreement (2020), and co-devedopment of
the UNICORN naval mast (2024),

EXERCISES: Malabar (with the US and
Australia), Mitan (multilateral naval | JIMEX
(bilateral maritime ), Dharma Guardian
(Army), and Coast Guard cooperation are
hedd regularly, 2024-25 saw the participa-
tion of service chiefs in Indla and japan,
strengthening interoperabslity.

DIALOGUE MECHANISMS: Defence
Ministers’ meetings, Chiefs’ visics, and joint
Service Staff Talks {2024) have consolidated
trust.

Inchiaancl Japsan willl move towesds upgrad-
ing the 2008 joint Declaranon on Security
Cooperation, and will review progress in de-
fence and technology transfers.

Trade and Investment
TRENDS: Bilatesal tracke reached $22.8 bil-
lion in 2023-24. In Apr-Jan 2024-25, trade
reached $21 illion, demonstrating stabilicy.
Trmports froem Japan continue 10 outweigh
exports. India's main exports are chemicals,
vehicles, Aaminium, and seafood; importsin-

source of FDL with $43 2 billion cormedative -
vestment up to December 2024, Anmual in-
flows have been strong — $3.1 belbon in 2023-
24 and $1.36 balion in 2024-25 {Apr-Dec ).

Japan has consistently ranked India as
the most promising long-term investment
destination,

BUSINESS PRESENCE: Around 1400
Japanese companies with nearty 5,000 estab-
lishments operate in Indsa; more than 100

Indian companles are present in japan.

Prafitability is high.

ergy, supply chain resilience, inclustrial com-
petitiveness, and siill development.

Modi and Ishiba are likely to launch an
economic security initiative focused on
semiconductars, critical minerals, Al
telecommunications and chean energy. The
two sides are expected to frame economic
and scence and technology cooperation s
the "backhone” of bilateral ties,

They will also encourage the unscaling of
Japanese investments in India, The original
target of 5 trillion yen in public and private
investments and financing by 2026 has been
achieved, and the two sides will look to re-
vise it to 7-10 trillion yen, sources sald.

The two sles are expected to start 3 dig-
ital parmership involving Al and semicon-
ductoss, and focussed on public infrastruc-
ture. They are also fikely to promote a
bilateral energy partnership in hydeogen and
renewabie energy projects.

Development and Infrastructure

Japan has been India's largest O0A donor
since 1958, supporting critical infrastructure
and human development projects, ODA dis-
bursement stood at abour [PY 580 billion
($45 billion) in 2023-24,

HIGH SPEED RAIL: The flagship Mumbai-
Ahmexlabad High Speed Rail is the fagship
project symbolising advanced technology
transfer and skill development. The latest
tranche of 'Y 300 billion ($2.2 billion) was
signed in March 2023.

Inview of the Japanese ivolverment in the
Ahmedabad-Murmbai buliet train project, the
1w sides e considesing lienching a mobil-
Ity partnership encompassing radways, roads,
and bridyges across Indsa. Modi and ishiba are
expected | 1o Sendl, 2 oy Toeits
semiconductor prowsess, ina bullet tram,

Multilaterad and Reglonal Cooperation

QUAD & OTHER INTTIATIVES: Inddia and
Japan coordinate closely with the US and
Australia to ensure a free, open, and inclusive
Indlo-Pacific. The rwo sides will discuss the fu-
ture of Quad in views of Trump's decisions.

The two courntries are looking to diversity
and secure supply chamns through the Supply
Chain Resslience Initiative (SCRI, which also
involves Australla

LONGER VERSIONON
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STORY OF FRIENDSHIP OVER PAST TWO DECADES

2007: Japan PM Shinzo Abe delivers
the landmark “Confluence of Two
Seas” speech in Parliament.

2013: Emperor Akihito & Empress
Michiko visit India.

2014: Abe is Republic Day
chief guest; ties elevated to ‘Special
Strategic and Global Partnership’.

2019: President R N Kovind attends

Emperor Naruhito's coronation

2022: Kishida visits India, pledges

JPY 5 trillion in investment

2023: Modi attends G7 Summitin
Hiroshima, unveils Gandhi statue
near Peace Park

2024: Modi meets Japanese PM thrice,
marking 10 years of Special Strategic
Partnership



1. India-Japan Relations
» Post-WWII: Japan assisted India in development projects (Delhi Metro, Maruti-Suzuki).
» 2000: Global Partnership established.
» 2006: Strategic & Global Partnership.
» 2014: Elevated to Special Strategic and Global Partnership.
2. Bilateral Summits
* Annual summits since 2007 (only exception: COVID-19 years).
e Leaders regularly meet on sidelines of ASEAN, G7, SCO summits.
3. Friendship Timeline (Highlights)
» 2007: Shinzo Abe's “"Confluence of Two Seas” in Indian Parliament.
o 2013: Emperor Akihito & Empress visit India.
» 2014: Republic Day Chief Guest (Shinzo Abe).
e 2022: Kishida pledged $42 bn investment in India.
» 2023: Modi visits Hiroshima (G7).
 2024: Modi & Ishiba meet in Paris.



* 1. Defence & Security

 Joint military exercises: Malabar (India—US—Japan—Australia), Dharma Guardian (Army),
Shinyuu Maitri (Air Force).

 India—Japan Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (2020).
e Collaboration in cyber security, maritime domain awareness.
* Counter to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Indo-Pacific Strategy.



Trade & Economy

Japan is India’s 5th
largest FDI source
(cumulative S$42 bn till
2022).

India seeks greater
access to Japanese
markets in pharma, IT,
and agriculture.

Bilateral trade 2023-24:
$22.8 bn.

Japanese companies in
India: ~1,400 (Suzuki,
Toyota, Honda, Hitachi,
NEC, etc.).




Flagship project:
Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail (Bullet

Train), with ~X3 lakh
crore investment.

Japan’s ODA (Official
Infrastructure Development
Development Assistance) largest for
India.

Japan is investing in
smart cities, metro
projects, roads,
renewable energy.

Collaboration in: Human resource
semiconductors, critical exchange programs:
minerals, Al, green Japanese language
energy, space training, skill
cooperation. development.

4. Technology &
Innovation




Geopolitical Significance

Indo-Pacific Balance: Both
nations counterbalance
China’s assertiveness.

Energy Cooperation: Japan
supporting India in clean
energy & hydrogen-based

projects.

QUAD: With US and
Australia, India—Japan
partnership forms the QUAD
security dialogue.

Resilient Supply Chains:
Focus on reducing
dependency on China,
especially in semiconductors
and rare earths.




* Consider the following statements about India—Japan relations:

* The India—Japan Annual Summit is India’s oldest institutionalised bilateral summit
mechanism.

e Japan is India’s largest FDI source in Asia.

 The Mumbai—Ahmedabad High Speed Rail project is financed primarily through Japanese
ODA.

* India and Japan are members of QUAD, along with the US and Australia.

 Which of the statements are correct?
a) 1, 3,and 4 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c)1,2,and 4 only

d)1,2, 3, and 4



Looking for Prithu, the Assam king said to have defeated Bakhtiyar Khilji

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 28

EARLIER THIS month, the Assam Cabinet
decided that a new flyover being con-
structed in the heart of Guwahati would be
named after Prithu, a 13th century ruler of
Kamrup. This would be “a timeless re-
minder that Assam has always stood as the
defender of Bharat's soul”, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

“When Bakhriyar Khilji destroyed
Nalanda, the symbol of our ancient civilisa-
tion, he believed India's spirit could be bro-
ken. But in the sacred soil of Assam,
Maharaja Prithu of Kamarupa rose in val-
our and struck him down, avenging that
desecration,” he said.

Today. Prithu is being projected as an
Assamese icon, much like the Ahom gen-
eral Lachit Borphukan, who is credited with
defeating the Mughal Army in the 1671

Battle of Saraighat, But unlike Borphulkan,
who has long been central to Assam's his-
torical imagination, Prithu's emergence is
relatively recent.

Bakhtiyar Khilji in Assam

Bakhtiyar Khilji was amilitary general of
the invader Muhammad of Ghor. He led a
series of campaigns in eastern Inclia, and is
most commonly associated with the sack-
ing of the Buddhist monastery in Nalanda.

Historians agree that the first Turko-
Afghan incursien through modern day
Assam in 1206 CE was thwarted. But the
identity of the local ruler who defeated
Khilji's armies is unclear.

The most direct Jocal written reference is
arock inscription in Kanai Barasi Bowa.anar-
chaeological site on the river bank in North
Guwahati. The inscription states that the
Turks who entered Kamiup were
m the Saka area 1127 (1206 CE) but does not
name any local ruler

The Persian chronicle Tabagat-i-Nasin
contains details of a military defeat at the
hands of the “Rae of Kamrud” (Kamrup),
and refers to a ruler named Bartu,

Based on these two facts, and later mate-
rial referring to a ruler called Prithu, histo-
rian Kanak Lal Barua in his 1933 book Early
History of Kamarupa wrote that “it is very

Product of RSS project

The emergence of Prithu as a notable
historical figure is, in no small part, due to
the efforts of Raktim Patar, a historian from
Assam associated with the RSS-affiliated
Akhil Bhartiya Itihas Sankalan Yojana
(ABISY), and his 2021 book Maharaja Prithu:
The Unsung Warrior King Who Annihilated

probable that this Prithu Rajawasthekingof  Bakhtivar Khalji, Patar joined Jawaharlal
Kamarupa who caused the de- Nehru University's Centre for
struction of Bukhtiyar’s forces Historical Studies last year.
in 1206 AD". “Many people have said
“The capital of Prithu was many conflicting things. Some
North Guwahati in the vicnity HISTORY historians have grudgingly
of which he repulsed_.. Bukh- mentioned who the individ-
tivar,” Barua wrote, ualis, but it has been clouded by confusion.

However, the broad consensus among
scholars, as noted by historian Nirode
Baruah in his 2011 paper 'Kamarupa to
Kamata: The political transition and the
new geopolitical trends and spaces’ had
been that “the identity of Prithu is very dif-
ficult to establish."

But the sources were there, they were over-
looked,” Patar told The Indian Express.
These sources, he said, include references
by 19th century Scottish surveyor Francis
Buchanan-Hamilton of the remains of a fort
in present-day Rangpur divisson{Bangladesh)
and an oral tradition that this was a capital of

King Prithu, multiple gazetteers, and discov-
ered remains of astone bridge that isbebeved
to have been instrumental in a battle between
the Turko-Afghan and Kamrup anmies.

Nilanjan De, the state secretary of the
ABISY's Assam chapter, said that his organ-
isation i$ “working on aspects of history)
that have not been popularised"”, De spoke
about multiple seminars and articies about
Prithy, including in Organiser, the Sangh's
weekly magazine,

“Now people are aware that there was this
great ruler of Assam., But there is more work
to be done, especially among younger chil-
dren. Even primary school children know
about Lachit Borphukan and we want the
same in the case of King Prithu,” he said.

Ahistorian from Assam who did not want
to be identified said, “There have been a se-
ries of seminars held with attendance by sen-
ior RSS functionaries. And the importance is
understandable. The 12th century was avery
imponiant pertod for the rise of Islam in the

Bengal frontier, In a similar context, a king in
Assam successfully challenging Khilji is very
important to Hindutva history writing.”

More research needed

Some histonans are still unsure of the sta-
tus of the ruler who had defeated the Turko-
Afghan army. | S Mumtaza Khatun, who re-
tired from Gauhati University's Department
of History and focuses on medieval history,
said, “the challenge is that there is no indige-
nous record from that time on this figure.”

But asarchaeologist Manjil Hazarika puts
it, "the absence of evidence should not be
treated as evidence of absence”,

“I think we should try to find more in-
scriptions and more texts on this person
(Prithu ), because it is also not enough to es-
tablish that someone has defeated some-
one. We ought to know more about the state
and the society. More research on this pe-
riod will be a contribution in the history of
Assam, we should fill up the gaps,” he said.



1. Assam Govt Decision

e Assam Cabinet named a new Guwahati flyover after Prithu, a 13th-century ruler of Kamrup.

Projected as an Assamese icon who defended India’s “soul” against invaders.

2. Historical Context — Bakhtiyar Khilji in Assam

Bakhtiyar Khilji, general of Muhammad of Ghor, infamous for destroying Nalanda University (1200
CE).

In 1206 CE, he attempted to invade Assam through Bengal but was defeated in Kamrup (Battle of
Saraighat often linked with later Lachit Borphukan, but here the earlier Battle of 1206 AD is being
discussed).

|dentity of the ruler who defeated him is debated, but many sources associate it with a king

named Prithu.



3. Sources & Evidence
e Tabaqat-i-Nasiri (Persian chronicle) mentions a ruler of Kamrup (Rae of Kamrud) defeating
Bakhtiyar.
e Historian Kanak Lal Barua (1933) identified this ruler as Prithu of Kamarupa.
» Archaeological references: rock inscription at Kanai Barasibowa near Guwahati mentioning
destruction of Turks in 1206 CE.
4. Controversy & Research Gaps
» Some historians argue evidence is scarce; Prithu is a relatively recent figure in historical
imagination.
» RSS-linked historians and Assam groups highlight Prithu as a symbol of resistance.
» Scholars like I.S. Mumtaza Khatun (Gauhati University) emphasize the absence of conclusive

indigenous sources.



e Bakhtiyar Khilji (1200-1206 CE):

e Military general under Qutbuddin Aibak/Muhammad Ghori.

» Destroyed Nalanda & Vikramshila Universities.

 Expanded Ghurid rule into Bengal but failed in Tibet & Assam.
e Kamarupa Kingdom (Ancient Assam):

 Covered parts of present-day Assam, Bengal, and Bhutan.

 Known for strong military resistance against northern invasions.

e Earlier famous ruler: Bhaskar Varman (7th century, ally of Harshavardhana).
 Archaeology:

» Kanai Barasibowa rock inscription (North Guwahati) = evidence of Turkic defeat.

 Nalanda’s destruction (1200 CE) seen as cultural trauma in Indian civilization.



Q. With reference to Prithu of Kamrup and Bakhtiyar Khilji, consider the following statements:

1. Bakhtiyar Khilji, who destroyed Nalanda, was defeated in Assam around 1206 CE.

2. The Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, a Persian chronicle, mentions a ruler of Kamrup who repelled Khilji's forces.

3. The Kanai Barasibowa rock inscription near Guwahati is associated with the defeat of the Turks in
Assam.

4. The identity of King Prithu as the ruler who defeated Bakhtiyar Khilji is unanimously accepted by

historians.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1and 4 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2,3and 4



US duties deal a lethal blow to India’s second-largest employment-generating sector; industry warns of large-scale job losses

Tex

MUKESH JAGOTA &
NARAYANANY
New Delhi/Chennai, August 26

EXPORT-ORIENTED TEX-
TILES AND apparel manufac-
turersin the industrial hubs of
Tiruppur, Noida, and Surat
have halted production, fear-
ing a worsening of cost com-
petitiveness in the US market
owing to the 50% additional
tariffs, the Federation of
Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO) said on Tuesday.

The traders’ body also said
that among seafood export
units, the tariff increase risks
stockpile losses,disrupted sup-
plychains,and farmerdistress.

The textile units are losing
ground to lower-cost rivals
from Vietnam and

Bangladesh, FIEO president S
CRalhan said,while urging the
government to unveil support
measures to sustain the export
momentum from the labour-
intensive industry.

“About 55% of India's US-
bound shipments worth §47-
48 billion are now exposed to
pricing disadvantages of 30-
35%, rendering them uncom-
petitive in comparison tocom-
petitors from China, Vietnam,
Cambodia, the Philippinesand
other Southeast and South
Asian countries,” Ralhan said.

“However, leveraging the
negotiating window for urgent
diplomatic engagement with
the US still remains the key. Yet
anotherapproach could be the
promotion of Brand India and
innovation through enhanced

IN KNOTS

Nearly a third of India's textile and apparel exports of

$37 bi“ion gototheus
— 50% tariff

places India at a major
disadvantage against

i1 Bangladeshand
Vietnam (20%), and
Indonesia (19%)

Exporters say
US-based buyers
are asking fora
30% discount
to level the
prices with
competing
countries

m Textiles and apparel is the country's second-
largest employment-generating sector, which

employs over 45 million people

global branding,investmentin
quality certifications, and
embedding innovation in
export strategy tomake Indian
goods more attractive glob-
ally”he added. Among various

product categories, India's
competitorsinclude Myanmar
that has 40% US tariff, Thai-
land (19%), Cambodia (19 %),
Bangladesh (20%), Indonesia
(199%), China and Sri Lanka

(both 3096), Malaysia (19%),
the Philippines (19%) and
Vietnam (20%).

On other labour-intensive
sectors of exports like leather,
ceramics, chemicals, handi-

le units in Surat, Tiruppur, Noida halt produc

craftsand carpets,the industry
faces a sharp erosion of com-
petitiveness,  particularly
against European, Southeast
Asian and Mexican producers.
Delays, order cancellations,
and negated cost advantages
loom large on these sectors,
Ralhan said.

The FIEO chief said there is
a need for immediate govern-
ment support which includes
push for interest subvention
schemes and export credit
support to sustain working
capital and liquidity.To further
support this, low cost of credit
and easy availability of credit
withemphasis on MSMEs with
the support from banks and
financial institutions with spe-
cial direction in this regard
both from the government

— — —

OI

and the Reserve Bank of India
is needed. Ralhan also called
fora moratorium on payment
of principal and interest for
loansuptoa period of oneyear.
Additionally, automatic
enhancement of the existing
limit by 30% along with collat-
eral free lending,

Exporters said trade agree-
ments with the EU, Oman,
Chile, Peru, Gulf Cooperation
Council, and African and other
Latin American countries with
a provision for early-harvest
for labour-intensive sectors
should be prioritised. However,
leveraging the negotiating
window for urgent diplomatic
engagement with the US still
remains the key, they feel.

Continued on Page 18



Production Halt
Export-oriented textile & apparel hubs (Surat, Tiruppur, Noida) have halted production.
Reason: 50% additional U.S. tariffs on Indian exports = cost disadvantage.
Export Losses

Nearly 55% of India’s textile & apparel exports (547-48 bn) head to the U.S.

* New tariffs render them 30-35% more expensive than competitors from Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, etc.

* Employment Impact

* Textiles & apparel = India’s 2nd largest employment sector - employs 45 million
people.

* Large-scale job losses expected due to halted production.



Competitor Advantage
India’s rivals in textile exports:

e Bangladesh (20%), Vietnam (20%), Indonesia (19%), Cambodia (19%), Myanmar
(30%), China (30%).

Exporters warn of order cancellations & loss of U.S. buyers.
Industry Demands

Moratorium on loan payments (up to 1 year).

30% enhancement of credit limit & collateral-free lending.
Interest subvention schemes + support from RBI & Govt.
Push for new trade deals with EU, Gulf, Latin America, Africa.



Indian Textile Sector

One of India’s oldest industries, contributing ~2% to GDP & ~12% to total exports.
Key clusters: Surat (synthetics), Tiruppur (knitwear), Noida (garments).

Past U.S.—India Trade Issues

e U.S. had earlier withdrawn GSP (Generalized System of Preferences) benefits for Indian
exporters (2019).

* India also faces anti-dumping duties in U.S. & EU on certain products.

 Employment Significance
* Labour-intensive sector - absorbs rural/semi-skilled workers, especially women.
* Disruptions = risk of migrant labour distress, similar to COVID lockdown impact.



Consider the following statements regarding India’s textile industry:

It is the second-largest employment generating sector in India after agriculture.
Nearly half of India’s textile exports are U.S.-bound.

The major hubs include Surat, Tiruppur, and Noida.

Bangladesh and Vietnam are India’s key competitors in global textile exports.

 Which of the above statements are correct?
A) 1, 2 and 3 only

B) 1, 3and 4 only

C) 2 and 4 only

D)1,2,3and 4



NDB Appoints Dr Rajiv Ranjan as Vice
President







* India’s Role in the New Development Bank

* India holds the second-largest project portfolio in the NDB, valued at $7.5 billion, just
behind China’s $8.1 billion. The bank finances infrastructure projects in India such as

metro rail systems, water management, clean energy, environmental protection and
digital infrastructure.
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* India launched its first National Biofoundry Network under the BioE3
Policy, marking a step towards indigenous biomanufacturing and a
projected bioeconomy target of S300 billion by 2030.



Government of India ' ;%:a e RWae Fwayae
Ministry of Science & Technology I - 7 - "
Department of Biotechnology ' N " L O_\

e Dirac
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with the Launch of the
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First National Biofoundry Network
6 BIOFOUNDRIES ACROSS INDIA

ICGEB, New Delhi

IPFT, Haryana

NABI, Punjab
THSTI, Faridabad

ACTREC, Mumbai
NCCS, Pune

’ ENABLING INNOVATION | DRIVING SUSTAINABILITY | BUILDING VIKSIT BHARAT

. @DBTIndia 0 @Department of Biotechnology,India @ @dbt_India o @dbtindia @ @Department of Biotechnology







Aims and Objectives



https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jitendra-singh-launches-indias-first-national-biofoundry-network/article69982960.ece

* X1 lakh cash award to top 10 monthly winners.
* Funding up to X25 lakh for 100 selected innovators via BIRAC.

* DESIGN framework: Define needs - Evidence-first - Sustainability = Integration - Go-to-market - Net-
positive impact.


https://www.millenniumpost.in/business/india-launches-bioe3-challenge-natl-biofoundry-network-624811

Word of the day

Altruism:

the quality of unselfish concern for the welfare
of others

Synonymes: compassion, kindness,
generosity

Usa g€ She showed altruism by helping the
poor.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/altruismpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /aeltrurzem/
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