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NARI Index:

Part of the government’s effort to measure gender inclusivity & safety.

Similar to international indices like the Global Gender Gap Index.

Women’s Safety in India:

Constitutional Provisions: Article 14 (Equality before law), Article 15 (prohibition of discrimination), Article 21 (Right to
life & liberty).

Laws: Criminal Law Amendment Act 2013, POSH Act 2013, Nirbhaya Fund.

Schemes: Safe City Project, Mahila Police Volunteers Scheme.



• According to UN Women reports, perception of safety is a 
major barrier to women’s workforce participation in urban 
areas.

• Countries like Sweden and Japan consistently rank high in 
women’s safety due to strong gender-sensitive urban design.

Global 
Comparison:

• NCRB 2023 data: Delhi has highest crimes against women 
among metros.

• Smart Cities Mission is integrating CCTV, emergency 
response systems, and women-friendly transport 
measures.

Urban Safety 
Concerns:



• Consider the following statements regarding the National Annual Report and Index on Women’s 
Safety (NARI) 2025:

• The NARI 2025 survey covered over 30 Indian cities and found Mumbai and Visakhapatnam 
among the safest cities for women.

• Patna, Jaipur, and Delhi were ranked among the lowest in women’s safety.

• The nationwide safety score was below 50%.

• Weak institutional responsiveness and patriarchal norms were cited as reasons for poor safety 
rankings in some cities.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only
B) 1, 2 and 4 only
C) 3 and 4 only
D) 1, 2, 3 and 4









• 1. Defence & Security

• Joint military exercises: Malabar (India–US–Japan–Australia), Dharma Guardian (Army), 
Shinyuu Maitri (Air Force).

• India–Japan Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (2020).

• Collaboration in cyber security, maritime domain awareness.

• Counter to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Indo-Pacific Strategy.



Trade & Economy

Japan is India’s 5th 
largest FDI source

(cumulative $42 bn till 
2022).

Bilateral trade 2023–24: 
$22.8 bn.

Japanese companies in 
India: ~1,400 (Suzuki, 

Toyota, Honda, Hitachi, 
NEC, etc.).

India seeks greater 
access to Japanese 

markets in pharma, IT, 
and agriculture.



Infrastructure 
Development

Japan’s ODA (Official 
Development 

Assistance) largest for 
India.

Flagship project: 
Mumbai–Ahmedabad 
High Speed Rail (Bullet 

Train), with ~₹3 lakh 
crore investment.

Japan is investing in 
smart cities, metro 

projects, roads, 
renewable energy.

4. Technology & 
Innovation

Collaboration in: 
semiconductors, critical 

minerals, AI, green 
energy, space 
cooperation.

Human resource 
exchange programs: 
Japanese language 

training, skill 
development.



Geopolitical Significance
Indo-Pacific Balance: Both 

nations counterbalance 
China’s assertiveness.

QUAD: With US and 
Australia, India–Japan 

partnership forms the QUAD 
security dialogue.

Resilient Supply Chains: 
Focus on reducing 

dependency on China, 
especially in semiconductors 

and rare earths.

Energy Cooperation: Japan 
supporting India in clean 
energy & hydrogen-based 

projects.



• Consider the following statements about India–Japan relations:

• The India–Japan Annual Summit is India’s oldest institutionalised bilateral summit 
mechanism.

• Japan is India’s largest FDI source in Asia.

• The Mumbai–Ahmedabad High Speed Rail project is financed primarily through Japanese 
ODA.

• India and Japan are members of QUAD, along with the US and Australia.

• Which of the statements are correct?
a) 1, 3, and 4 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2, and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4















• Production Halt

• Export-oriented textile & apparel hubs (Surat, Tiruppur, Noida) have halted production.

• Reason: 50% additional U.S. tariffs on Indian exports → cost disadvantage.

• Export Losses

• Nearly 55% of India’s textile & apparel exports ($47–48 bn) head to the U.S.

• New tariffs render them 30–35% more expensive than competitors from Vietnam, 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, etc.

• Employment Impact

• Textiles & apparel = India’s 2nd largest employment sector → employs 45 million 
people.

• Large-scale job losses expected due to halted production.



• Competitor Advantage

• India’s rivals in textile exports:

• Bangladesh (20%), Vietnam (20%), Indonesia (19%), Cambodia (19%), Myanmar 
(30%), China (30%).

• Exporters warn of order cancellations & loss of U.S. buyers.

• Industry Demands

• Moratorium on loan payments (up to 1 year).

• 30% enhancement of credit limit & collateral-free lending.

• Interest subvention schemes + support from RBI & Govt.

• Push for new trade deals with EU, Gulf, Latin America, Africa.



• Indian Textile Sector

• One of India’s oldest industries, contributing ~2% to GDP & ~12% to total exports.

• Key clusters: Surat (synthetics), Tiruppur (knitwear), Noida (garments).

• Past U.S.–India Trade Issues

• U.S. had earlier withdrawn GSP (Generalized System of Preferences) benefits for Indian 
exporters (2019).

• India also faces anti-dumping duties in U.S. & EU on certain products.

• Employment Significance

• Labour-intensive sector → absorbs rural/semi-skilled workers, especially women.

• Disruptions → risk of migrant labour distress, similar to COVID lockdown impact.



• Consider the following statements regarding India’s textile industry:

• It is the second-largest employment generating sector in India after agriculture.

• Nearly half of India’s textile exports are U.S.-bound.

• The major hubs include Surat, Tiruppur, and Noida.

• Bangladesh and Vietnam are India’s key competitors in global textile exports.

• Which of the above statements are correct?
A) 1, 2 and 3 only
B) 1, 3 and 4 only
C) 2 and 4 only
D) 1, 2, 3 and 4



NDB Appoints Dr Rajiv Ranjan as Vice 
President



The New Development Bank (NDB), founded by the BRICS nations—Brazil, 
Russia, China and South Africa—has appointed Dr Rajiv Ranjan as its vice 
president and chief risk officer. 

This appointment marks step in India’s growing influence in multilateral 
financial institutions. 

Dr Ranjan’s extensive experience in central banking and international finance is 
expected to enhance the NDB’s role in global development finance.



• India’s Role in the New Development Bank
• India holds the second-largest project portfolio in the NDB, valued at $7.5 billion, just 
behind China’s $8.1 billion. The bank finances infrastructure projects in India such as 
metro rail systems, water management, clean energy, environmental protection and 
digital infrastructure.





Exercise Bright Star 2025



Over 700 Indian Armed Forces personnel are set to participate in Exercise Bright Star 
2025.

About the Exercise

Exercise Bright Star is a multilateral exercise hosted by Egypt in conjunction with the US 
since 1980 and is amongst the largest Tri-Service multilateral exercises in the region.

The exercise is held biennially, with the last edition having taken place in 2023, which 
witnessed the participation of a host of nations including India along with troops.



National Biofoundry Network



• India launched its first National Biofoundry Network under the BioE3 
Policy, marking a step towards indigenous biomanufacturing and a 
projected bioeconomy target of $300 billion by 2030.





What it is?

A national-level collaborative platform of six premier institutions.

Designed to scale up biotechnology research into deployable solutions.

Functions as an ecosystem for advanced biomanufacturing, synthetic biology, 
and product prototyping.



Aims and Objectives

Strengthen indigenous biomanufacturing capacity.

Support BioE3 Policy goals of economy, environment, and employment.

Enable research-to-market translation for biotech solutions.

Promote youth innovation, start-ups, and entrepreneurship.

Position India as a global hub in sustainable biotechnology.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jitendra-singh-launches-indias-first-national-biofoundry-network/article69982960.ece


• Awards:

• ₹1 lakh cash award to top 10 monthly winners.

• Funding up to ₹25 lakh for 100 selected innovators via BIRAC.

• DESIGN framework: Define needs → Evidence-first → Sustainability → Integration → Go-to-market → Net-
positive impact.

https://www.millenniumpost.in/business/india-launches-bioe3-challenge-natl-biofoundry-network-624811




Thank you ☺


