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India and France
finalise agreement
for 26 Rafale-Ms

NEW DELHI

India and France on Mon-
day Sormally conclsdad un
nterGovernmental Agroe
ment (IGAY, valued at reas
Iy 864,000 crare, to pro-
cure 26 RafaleM Aghter
Jets far the Indian Navy.
Deddivertes ure set 1o begin
from mid-2028 and likely
10 be compdeted by 2000,
The IGA was signed by
Defence Minister Rajoath
Sgh and Minister  of
Armed Forces of France
Sehastien Lacornu

remotedy.
“The deal Includes
training, Smubitor, sso-

equipment lor the existing
Rafile fleet of the Indian

Owliries e 56t 10 begtin from
R e likedy o e
commpleted bry 2030 s P

sit India to sign the deal,
but the vissr was deferred
due o persanal easons.
Hence, the signing of the
1GA was dooe by the two
Ministers A

Air Force,” a Lol M-
nistry satement sald, ad-
dings thar the crew will un-
dergo training In France
and todsa. The KGA also in-
cludes trunsfer of techool-
ogy for the integration of
mdygenous weapons, such
as the Astra Beyond Visual
Range air-to-air missile, on
the Ratales. “The deldivery
of these alrcraft would be
completed by 2030, with
the crew undergoing traln-
Ing I France and Indsa,”
the Defenice Mamistry state
ment sakl.

Likely to generate jobs
*M also includes the setting
up of production Tacility
for Ralale Puselage as well
us  Maintenance, Repalr
and Overbaal (MRO) facill
ties for alecradt enggine, sen-
sors and weapons m In
dia," the statement said,
adding that the deal 15 ex-
pected 10 generate thai-
sands of jobs and revenue
for 3 large number of Mi-
cro, Small, and Medium
(MSMEs)

The French Delence Mi-

nister was scheduled o vi-

clals In the presonce of De
fence Secretary Rajesh Ko
mar  Siogh @t Nasena

Thoerry  Mathon
were also presemt ar the
event, In addition o the
1GA, several mssoctaed Go
vernment to- Basiness
agrecmenty were
condoded.

The Indian Navy cur-
rently operiges two aircradt
curriers - the INS Vikm-
madio  procured  from
Ruzssia and the Indigenous-
Iv budh 1vS vikamr com
nissioned (n September
02,

As  per  contractual
terms, deliveries will begin
37 momths from the date of
coatract and will be com-
pleted in 66 months. The
deal indudes 22 single-ses-
e jets that can operste off
alrcralt carrlers and foor
Cwlirseater trainer jets that
are not carrier-compatibbe.

- -



India-France Rafale-M Deal Timeline

Formal agreement between
India and France

Deal valued at €6.00 billion

26 Rafale-M fighter jets

Strengthening Indian Navy's air
capability

Delivery Timeline Begins | Deliveries start in mid-2025

Deliveries completed by 2030




2. Key Features of the Deal:

e Package Includes:
Training for Indian Navy pilots (initially in France).
Weapons systems (like Meteor missiles, air-to-surface and anti-ship missiles).
Spare parts and logistics support.
Performance-based logistics (PBL) and upgrade kits.
Integration support with Indian aircraft carriers.
o Offset Clause:
e Major share of manufacturing, servicing to happen in India.

« Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) participation encouraged.




Strategic Importance of Rafale-M Jets for Indian Defense

High Geopolitical Impact

N

Low Strategic Need > High Strategic Need




Year

2016

2005-
2024

2023

2023

Deal /
Agreement

Rafale Jet

Deal

Scorpene
Submarines
(Project 75)

Rafale-M
Naval Variant

Proposal

Safran Jet
Engine JV

Proposal

=% ¥ India—France Military Deals & Collaborations

Description

India signed a €7.87 billion deal to purchase 36 Rafale

fighter jets from Dassault Aviation.

Agreement with French DCNS (now Naval Group) to

build 6 submarines in India via Mazagon Dock.

France proposed Rafale-M (Marine) for Indian Navy's

aircraft carriers.

India and France in talks for joint development of

fighter jet engines (Safran + HAL).

Significance

First major fighter jet impc

air superiority.

Promotes Make in India; el

capability.

Competing with US F/A-18

Key step in self-reliance; s

fighter program.




Ongoing

Three
Additional

Scorpéne

Submarines

Inter-
Governmental
Logistics

Agreement

Space & Al in
Defence MoU

Joint Naval
Exercises

(Varuna)

French
Support for
AMCA Project

Proposal cleared under Project 751 to add 3 more

submarines.

Signed for mutual access to military bases (India &

France).

Agreement to jointly explore space-based

surveillance, Al, cyber-security.

Annual India—France Varuna naval exercise continues

regularly.

Technical discussions on collaboration in India's 5th-
gen fighter project (AMCA).

Enhances Indo-Pacific pre

capability.

India can access French b

Réunion (Indian Ocean); in

Deepens tech partnership

Enhances maritime interog
Region (IOR).

Strategic tech transfer for

development.
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In 2024, India’s military
expenditure was nine

times that of Pak.:
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In 2024, India’s military
expenditure was nine
times that of Pak.: SIPRI

The country’s military expenditure, the fifth largest globally. grew by L6% to $86.1 billion, while
Pakistan spent $10.2 billion, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India's military spending in
2024 was nearly nine times
that of Pakistan’s expendi-
ture, according to a study
released on Monday by a
leading Swedish think tank
that comes amid growing
tensions between the two
countries over the Pahal-

wwenrwr Arrmmene bt mls

avigate to previous page itary

expenditure, the Qfth lar-
gest globally, grew by 1.6%
to $86.1 billion while Pakis-
tan spent $10.2 billion, ac-
cording to the Stockholm
International Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI).

The top five military
spenders - the United
States, China, Russia, Ger-
many and India - account-
ed for 60% of the global 1o-
tal, with combined
spending of $1,635 billion,
it said.

China's military expen-
diture increased by 7% to
an estimated $314 billion,
marking three decades of
consecutive growth, the
study noted. China ac-
counted for 50% of all mil-

Troops stand guard at a market area in Srinagar on Monday. AFp

Arms
full

Us. O .

Chira @b ==
Russia ©
Germany © 1B
India © N

Pakistan @
0 200 400

Sowrce : SIPM

itary spending in Asia and
Oceania, investing in the
continued modernisation
of its military and expan-
sion of its cyberwarfare
capabilities and nuclear ar-
senal, it said in the report

500 800

The chart shows the top military spenders
(in $ billion) in the world in 2024, Pakistan was
ranked 35 among the spenders

1,000

titled "Trends in World Mil-
itary Expenditure 2024".
SIPRI  said military
spending in Europe (in-
cluding Russia) rose by 17%
to $693 billion and was the
main contributor to the

global increase in 2024,

With the war in Ukraine
inits third year, military ex-
penditure kept rising
across the continent, push-
ing European military
spending beyond the level
recorded at the end of the
Cold War, it noted.

SIPRI said Russia’s mili-
tary expenditure reached
an estimated $149 billion in
2024, a 38% increase from
2023 and double the level
in 2015. This represented
7.1% of Russia's GDP and
19% of all Russian govern-
ment spending.

Ukraine's total military
expenditure grew by 2.9%
to reach $64.7 billion -
equivalent to 43% of Rus-
sia's spending. At 34% of
GDP, Ukraine had the lar-
gest military burden of any
country in 2024, the report
added.

“Russia once again sig-
nificantly increased its mil-
itary spending, widening
the spending gap with Uk-
raine,” said Diego Lopes da
Silva, Senior Researcher
with the SIPRI Military Ex-
penditure and Arms Pro-
duction Programme.



US SPENDS 11X MORE THAN INDIA

L US 997
2. China

3. Russia

4. Germany
5. India

6. UK
7. Saudi Arabia & [l 80
8. Ukraine ~ & I o5
9. France ()65
10. Japan ® Bs55

Pakistan
was placed
at the 29th
spot with
$10 billion

(Figures in $ billion)




3. Regional Trends and Insights:

e China:

e Military spending increased by 7% in 2024.

e Dominates 50% of all military spending in Asia and Oceania.
Russia:

e Spending surged 38% to ~$149 billion.

e Largest increase since Cold War era.
Europe:

e Military expenditure rose 17% to ~$693 billion (including Russia).
Ukraine:

e Military expenditure grew by 2.9% to ~$64.7 billion.

e Ukraine's defense spending is 34% of its GDP — highest share globally.




4. Special Focus - India's Military Position:

e Growth:

- 1.6% increase compared to 2023.

Reasons for Higher Spending:
e Border tensions with China and Pakistan.
 Focus on modernization: Rafale jets, Tejas, S-400, submarines, INS Vikrant, drones.
o Strategic autonomy (reducing defense import dependency).

Security Focus Areas:

e Cybersecurity, nuclear modernization, maritime security.
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There is little reason for the NDA to worry
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Indians fear fake news but are less concerned about press freedom
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Dangerous dichotomy

¥ b s by
Nawrpmnn Thonba Thens Commmivy

e ot g b e ey S

e Wioms G wwsient Soert im aiv it S sbvoton Wod foms
At

pe haathinn
el lln il)wl e T T
ot

N buwes i
cbamrmmmens anung Mussin so-
rers fsthowing ts w-n O W
ol e —II.vu

" -)v- e
Pl Wik no sl

oA b
e -v'l'n' I'I .
howas an the case dur

P sy FOR, "

Dot the 2000 Asserrmirly Wy

whotiinn, Wl VDA, Wiy e S0
Babiboal Mbinal

I wapeat e

AZENL. I comtras, mn-u- i

asbion wiie
Vivawt o Masetban - i
|

ke L)

O
worrre i

AT AT

ursety nibecr the

ety OF dhier NTA
o 0 e

n..mw. er u- Ahse Wl (Al

bty

Snavvversy

wisctan Ay deopen al-wnm un
i ety

oy BT il 4

Weshiran stk e Vs dadilors
IOLIL b iy sl ptbn i,
—

att ot A1 ras habis v
RRUN IR

ROM TH
Whe 0 Af!.—ﬁlu‘..

PAFTY YRARE AGO AR JW AeT
Emergency seeps 1o auggment
watter supply in Madias

Ahachme, Aprtl e The Cannl Sonhi |.--~|mnml
[ e T o emntgency

he . b
L L
P aT Y B0 e

Merern i
Knunmhhll. .‘hvd A ettt Uy

Ocrvornenum ardd it Cruyrntie nlhl RILTE

L e N T

e otk T e PO S W
d'n-l!hll

L T O L P DR e
Mllllll-l e e L e L L
o) Micltms Vamlinern -- two Wirge iekliseril
e m Musvall - b xdoumces e wean

Voo MENCEE—
- I T
d T— Y
————1 4 e =T
3 o o
E—— " EEE il
e Y
— VY ——
b Se——" X4 W A—
= ——— R— X
sy o8 -
— ——— T s W
P — 1 S—— P —s. b0
a2y s W ‘mpmm————ma
S——. 33 R ———l Ve~
 Se————C. . 0a CO—— 0%
e—mm— . -
- —ca e
e = e e
S— A— e
_ = — ==
m— v— e
— 104 —
— e ST - WRE
e Fronce TR
— LN tegerie I
— s Slegernce  EN——
. weT

e
g u--lw-t-n-v

Nl oo sty
. avanhababe s Shve My O v

po
et w-l-: Hiagipby ik w Mo
MM) L A-Anl b Kdl" l-v|l- m ok
B T T Comtl
I- o e b vwes el

Cvmvr psanmt
o sllerene e vl the
(R

A UMORED YEARS AGO  SIIL I8, e
American gold for Britain

e Y \1- U he Imd»-c nou-lh
P wnh i
0 o




Dangerous dichotomy

The data for the charts were taken from Pew Re
Everyone Thinks Their Country Has Press, Speech and Internet Freedoms’ released in April 2025

rch Center's ‘Free Expression Seen as important Globally, but Not

Chart 1: % who say made-up news Chart 2: % who say it is very/some Chart 3: % who say the media is
and information 15 a very big problem what important for the media to completely/somewhat free in their
in their country report without state censorship country currently
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ELL 1Y AMASING
Incredible innings... one of the
best I have seen, says Jaiswal
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Suryavanshi is a special talent and
needs to be nurtared properly
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Spinners and surface in the spotlight
as Capitals take on Knight Rider
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PRODIGIOUS
Suryavanshi becomes youngest
centurion in T20 cricket

RV. MOORTHY

A

Vaibhav Suryavanshi smashed the fastest century (35 balls) by an
Indian and the second fastest (Chris Gayle: 30b vs Pune Warriors,
2013) in the IPL. The Rajasthan Royals batter is the youngest (14y
32d) to score a century in T20s, breaking Gustav McKeon'’s record
(18y 280d for France against Switzerland in 2022).



#- Fastest Centuries in International Cricket (T20l, ODI, Test)

Format Player EEES Opponent Venue

T20I David Miller (SA) 35 Bangladesh Potchefstroom
Rohit Sharma (IND) SL Indore
S. Sudharsan (IND, unofficial) (Unofficial)

AB de Villiers (SA) WESARCIES Johannesburg

Brendon McCullum (NZ) Australia Christchurch




STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers

In India, Justice Delayed
| Is Justice Delivered

Except Tripura, Sikkim and Meghalaya, where
more than 90% of cases are decided within
five years, most states have a long list of
pending cases. In Allahabad high court, over
40% of cases are more than 20 years old

Cases pending in high courts by duration, %

0-5 years 10-20 years
49.3 259

Above 20 years

24.8

Source : India Justice Report 2025




High Court

Calcutta High

Court

Bombay High

Court

Madras High

Court

Allahabad High

Court

Patna High

Court

Year
Established

1862

Location

Kolkata, WB

Mumbai,
MH

Chennai,
TN

Prayagraj,
UP

Patna, Bihar

Jurisdiction (States/UTs)

West Bengal & Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Maharashtra, Goa, Daman & Diu, Dadra & Naga

Haveli

Tamil Nadu & Puducherry

Uttar Pradesh

Bihar & Jharkhand (before Jharkhand got its
own HC)




Newest High Court: Andhra Pradesh High Court, re-
established in 2019 in Amaravati.

Largest in Judges: Allahabad High Court

Jurisdiction Over UTs: Some High Courts serve multiple
states/UTs, e.g., Bombay High Court.




National Zero Measles-
Rubella Elimination
Campaign



National Zero Measles-Rubella Elimination
Campaign —India's Measles-Rubella
Elimination Journey

Launch of National Target year for
Zero Measles- Measles and Rubella
Rubella Elimination elimination

Campaign



India's Journey to Measles and Rubella Elimination

Measles cases India received the M- Target to eliminate
dropped by 73% and R Champion Award measles and rubella

rubella cases by 17%



ABOUT

Caused by a virus in the paramyxovirus family

L]

. ' o Human disease; not known to occur in animals

e The virus infects the respiratory tract, then spreads throughout the body
L]

Measles Immunization Day is observed on 16" March

TRANSMISSION VULNERABLE GROUPS SYMPTOMS

e Contagious Disease e Any unvaccinated person e High fever, rashes, blindness,

e Passes through direct * More likely among children encephalitis, severe diarrhea,
contact and through the air under 5 years can cause death also

TREATMENT

® No specific antiviral treatment
® Complications from measles can be reduced through
supportive care




VACCINATION

* * e The measles vaccine is often incorporated
with rubella and/or mumps vaccines-

Measles-Mumps-Rubella (MMR) or

Measles-Mumps-Rubella-Varicella (MMRV)

-

e Global: The Measles & Rubella Initiative (M&R Initiative)
= The Measles and Rubella Strategic Framework 2021-2030 envisions “a world free from measles
and rubella”
* Indian: Measles vaccination is given under Mission Indradhanush




Similipal National Park



Similipal Tiger Reserve
Eco- Tourism Map
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Raja Ravi Varma



HE DARED TO PAINT THE GODS... SHE ?ID THE I‘RICEK
E
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Arinv sy KETAN MEHTA
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rrooucen sy DEEPA SAHI & AANAND MAHENDROO
THE FASCINATING, INSPIRING STORY OF RAJA RAVI VARMA

THE MOST CELERRATED ARTIST OF INDIA Raja RaVI Varma
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Raja Ravi Varma's Artistic Legacy

|

Modern Art Raja Ravi Varma
Foundation of Core of India's modern
contemporary art

expression

O
Global Art Scen

International artistic
dialogue

(@)
Indian Culture

Rich tapestry of
traditions



Key Milestones in the Life of Raja Ravi Varma

Artistic Nationalist
Revolution Portraits

Blended Indian Painted leaders like

themes with Naoroji and Tilak,
European oil supporting
painting techniques nationalism

Birth in Kerala Social Reform Death
Born into an Advo'cated for Passed away,
aristocratic family in womens educatl.on leaving a lasting
Kerala and opposed child legacy in Indian art

marriage



Major Milestones in Raja Ravi Varma's Career

- Canl| Vienna Exhibition Prize
1873 ? * ‘
Hamsa Damayanti" wins first prize

at Vienna Exhibition

Kaiser-i-Hind Medal () 2'
: = 1904
Awarded gold medal by British 0
government for artistic
contributions

@ Mercury Crater Named
2013 3

Crater on Mercury named in his
honor



Pandit Chatur Lal






Celebrating Pandit Chatur Lal's Legacy

Western
; Department of
Audience
Posts
The audience that o
Pandit Chatur Lal The entity issuing
introduced to Indian the commemorative
music stamp
Commemorative
Stamp
Indian A special stamp
: honoring Pandit
Percusspn Chatur Lal
Music
The genre Pandit
Chatur Lal

popularized



Key Milestones in the Life of a Tabla Pioneer

Tabla Indo-Jazz
Ambassador Fusion
Abroad Inspired Indo-jazz Death
Introduced tabla to bands like Shaktiby  gpecjal BAFTA ~ Passed away atthe
Western audiences, Oscar fusing Indian Band young age of 40,
Birth paving the way for Nomination rhythms with War leaving a lasting
global recognition Western music Honoured with a legacy
Born in India, Nominated for an Special BAFTA
beginning his Oscar for his work in Award for his
musical journey *A Chairy Tale contributions
Q O © O O O

1948

1950s

1957

1950s

1988

1988






Consider the following statements regarding the India-France Rafale-M
Agreement:

1.Rafale-M jets are specifically designed for naval carrier operations.

2.The current deal includes complete manufacturing of all 26 jets in India
under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

3.Deliveries under the agreement are set to be completed by 2026.
4.The Rafale-M jets will replace the Indian Navy’s MiG-29K fleet.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* A)1and 4 only
B) 1, 2, and 4 only
C) 1, 3, and 4 only
D) 1 only



Consider the following statements regarding India's military expenditure in
2024 according to SIPRI:

1.India ranked third globally in military expenditure after the United States
and China.

2.India's military spending was nearly nine times that of Pakistan.
3.India's share in Asia's total military spending was more than 50%.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* A) 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 2 only
D)1,2and3



Consider the following statements regarding the India-France Rafale-M
Agreement:

1.Rafale-M jets are specifically designed for naval carrier operations.

2.The current deal includes complete manufacturing of all 26 jets in India
under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

3.Deliveries under the agreement are set to be completed by 2026.
4.The Rafale-M jets will replace the Indian Navy’s MiG-29K fleet.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 1 and 4 only
B) 1, 2 and 4 only
C) 1,3 and 4 only
D) 1 only



Consider the following statements regarding India’s military expenditure
in 2024 according to SIPRI:

1.India ranked third globally in military expenditure after the United States
and China.

2.India's military spending was nearly nine times that of Pakistan.
3.India's share in Asia's total military spending was more than 50%.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 2 only
D)1,2and3



Consider the following about the National Zero Measles-Rubella
Elimination Campaign:

1.1t aims to eliminate measles and rubella by 2025.

2.The campaign is led by the Ministry of Education.

* Which is/are correct?
A) 1 only
B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2
D) Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about Similipal National Park:
1.1t is located in Odisha.

2.1t is part of UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites list.
3.1t is famous for melanistic tigers.

 Which of the above is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only
B) 1 and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D) All of the above




Consider the following about Raja Ravi Varma:
1.He was a pioneer in combining Indian themes with European techniques.

2.He is best known for his oil paintings depicting scenes from Hindu
mythology.

* Which is/are correct?
A) 1 only
B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2
D) Neither 1 nor 2
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Word of the day

Lope:
a slow pace of running; a smooth three-beat gait;
between a trot and a gallop; run easily

Synonyms: jog, trot, canter

Usage: The horses loped easily across the
fields.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/lopepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /laup/







