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*“Small daily wins don’t
feel powerful, but they
guietly change your
identity.”
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Finance Minstrys new report suggests ‘moderation
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Early March economic data shows slowing growth

Finance Ministry’s new report suggests ‘moderation
in economic momentum’ due to the West Asia war

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

conomic indicators
E are beginning to

show signs of slow-
ing growth in response to
the constraints created by
the war in West Asia, the
Ministry of Finance has
said in a new report.

The Monthly Economic
Review for March, released
on Saturday by the Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs
(DEA), noted that the
evolving conflict has “in-
troduced a complex and
multi-layered set of risks"
for India, which is a major
energy importer with
strong trade, investment,
and remittance linkages
with West Asia.

“Early high-frequency
indicators for March 2026
suggest a moderation in
economic momentum, re-
flecting the initial impact

of these global develop-
ments,” the report said.

“E-way bill generation
declined by 53% on a
month-on-month basis up
to March 22, indicating
some moderation in goods
movement, although it re-
mained higher by 9.4% on
a year-on-year basis.”

“Flash PMI [Purchasing
Managers' Index] esti-
mates for March 2026
point to a softening in out-
put growth following the
energy price shock,” it
added.

However, the report
noted that demand ap-
pears “relatively resilient”.

Vehicle  registrations
grew by 19.1% YoY up to
March 24, and digital pay-
ment volume up to March
22 continued to expand in
double digits, it said.

The March 2026 round
of the Rural Economic
Conditions and Sentiments

Israel reports
missile attack
from Yemen

JERUSALEM

Israel’s military reported a first
missile launch from Yemen
since the West Asia war began,
after Iran's Houthi allies
threatened to join the fighting.
There were no reports of any
casualties in Israel. » PAGE 12

Survey indicates some sof-
tening in rural sentiment;
however,  consumption
growth strengthened.

This survey was con-
ducted during the last
week of February 2026 and
the first week of March
2026.

The report pointed out
that India continues to
have relatively strong ma-
croeconomic fundamen-
tals, which provide resi-

Export-oriented sectors, including textiles, leather,
and gems & jewellery, face reduced competitiveness

Slow but steady

The Department of Economic Affairs has
released its Monthly Economic Review for 2026

# The report states that
developments in West Asia may
cause a slowdown in economic
momentum for India

# |t cites deceleration in
Indicators such as e-way
bill generation, Purchasing
Managers' Index, and rural
sentiment indicators

o

o

® Macroeconomic impact
include higher petroleum
import bills, reduced
exports and potential
reduced remittances

= Sectors such as textiles,
leather, and gems &
Jewellery are facing
reduced competitiveness

lience, but added that the
evolving situation warrants
continued close monitor-
ing and calibrated policy
responses.

Sectors at risk

The report included a sec-
tion on the macroeconom-
ic impact of India’s depen-
dence on  imports,
especially from West Asia,
to meet its oil, LPG, and
LNG needs. It also dis-

cussed the impact on par-
ticular sectors,

“In several segments,
particularly MSMEs and
continuous-process indus-
tries like glass or ceramics,
the inability to switch fuels
or inputs has led to pro-
duction curtailment and
temporary  shutdowns,”
the report said.

“The dual impact of
non-availability and cost
escalation is amplifying

Two Indian
LPG ships cross
Strait of Hormuz

CHENNAI

BW Tyr and BW Eim, two
Indian-flagged LPG carriers,
crossed the Strait of Hormuz
on Saturday, as per tracker
websites, A Greek-owned ship
chartered by Pakistan has also
crossed the strait. » PAGE 11

stress on margins and
output.”

Further, it noted that
shipping disruptions, re-
routing, and war-risk pre-
miums have significantly
increased freight and insu-
rance costs, while transit
delays have lengthened de-
livery cycles, hurting both
imports of critical inputs
and export commitments,

“Export-oriented  sec-
tors — including engineer-

ing goods, textiles, leather,
and gems & jewellery — are
facing reduced competi-
tiveness due to rising logis-
tics costs and weakening
demand from Gulf mar-
kets,” the report said.

Airspace closures and
higher aviation fuel prices
are increasing operational
costs, reducing connectivi-
ty, and dampening de-
mand for the aviation sec-
tor, it added.

The DEA highlighted in
its report that higher petro-
leum import bills, com-
bined with increased logis-
tics costs and reduced
exports to West Asia, could
exert pressure on India's
current account.

“Additionally, potential
moderation in remittance
inflows - given that a signif-
icant share originates from
the Gulf — poses a down-
side risk,” the report said.

It added that data from

Reserve Bank of India estimates show at least 35%
of India’s annual remittances come from the region

the Ministry of External Af-
fairs showed that an esti-
mated 9.2 million Indians
live and work in West Asia,
with the Reserve Bank of
India estimating that at
least 35% of India’s annual
remittances originate from
the region.

“This implies that In-
dia’s exposure to remit-
tances from the region is
around $40 billion annual-
ly,” the report said.

“These factors, along-
side portfolio capital out-
flows, have contributed to
depreciation pressures on
the Indian rupee, necessi-
tating calibrated policy
responses.”

“On the fiscal side, high-
er subsidy requirements
[for fertilizer and fuel] and
potential revenue short-
falls may widen the fiscal
deficit, underscoring the
need for expenditure
prioritisation,” it added.



Early March economic indicators show some moderation in India’s growth momentum.

Tl & L[B3MTdT 3felds Tdhddm! A R ot fawmr fd & 5 4=t fomns 21

The Finance Ministry linked this partly to the ongoing conflict in West Asia.

fat wamerd A 2 3ifers ®9 A ufegw i A sR oy A ser gl

India is highly connected to West Asia through oil imports, trade, shipping routes, and remittances.

VRd UfedH QiR & At 31aTd, IR, TG AT 3R 90T & ATeaH J Tes I 58T g3 &

2. Main Takeaway from the Article

India’s economy is not collapsing, but early signs show slowing momentum.

VRd &t sreferazen firR 91 281 €, @fds Q&3Tdt Jdsd fd # =R fGam 38 &

The biggest concern is external shock, not internal structural weakness.

g3 98t fadr sralRes T BHSIRT 78], dfcd a8t SedhT 2|

The conflict may raise oil prices, logistics costs, insurance costs, and shipping delays.
IE g ae BIHdl, Alfsied dTd, STHT dnTd 3R f2Ifa 23t ) 9&T JhdT 2|

This can hurt growth, inflation control, exports, and the current account.

T2 far, ggrbifa fAzizor, fAafd 3k ard Fmd uR 3R ug gdar 21




3. What the Report Said

e High-frequency indicators for March suggest moderation in economic momentum.

« A & IA-3N1gfa Adbads 3Nfeles mfd | 7T &1 Jdbd 4 8|

Important signs mentioned

e E-way bill generation declined on a month-on-month basis.
o -4 fdd 3R2M[ A ATE-GR-ATE fiR1de g3f &I TS|
e Flash PMI showed some softening in output growth.

o TRAel PMI A 301G gfg B 8 A1 fears|

e Rural sentiment indicators also showed some weakening.

o JTHIUT HTIATcHS Tdbddb! B W B BHIRT fGETs |

But some demand indicators remained strong

e Vehicle registrations remained strong.

o T4 UsilhRUT HTgd 8|

e Digital payments continued to grow.

o fEfSied Y # gfg skt &

 Consumption did not collapse and stayed relatively resilient.

o I A fiRTare &l 38 31k I8 3rdendd Hatgd a7 &



4. Why West Asia Matters for India

A. Energy security

e India is a major importer of crude oil, LPG, and LNG.
e MRd B dd, LPG 3R LNG &1 92T 3Tde 2l
¢ A large share of these supplies is linked to West Asia.

o 3 3TYferat o1 9T fEa ufeaw gfer & S[eT g3 &1

B. Trade linkage

» |ndia exports goods to Gulf and West Asian markets.
o MR Tt 3R ufedd gferng 9Ty ot awqait & fAafa war 21
e |ndia also imports key energy products and inputs from the region.

o VRA 3T &3 q WA H311 3a1G iR g7Ye i 31maTd ar &

C. Diaspora and remittances

¢ Millions of Indians live and work in West Asia.
o oG MRAT ufedw uferar A 3ga 3tk & &d 21

e A significant share of India's remittances comes from this region.

* WRd & DNUT BT Ueb 93T fe gt & A 3ar 2|

D. Strategic sea routes

e Important shipping routes for oil and trade pass through this region.
o dd 3R AR & AEaqul Igh ATt g4t &7 J R E
e Any conflict here affects global shipping and India’s import bill.

o JgT BT BIS vt Jud dfeges ffam 3k WRA & 31ITd e oY yMIfdd a1 &1

5. Major Economic Impacts on India

1. Higher oil import bill

« |If crude prices rise, India has to spend more on imports.
o afZ TR At 6 Fivd q@dl B, @ RA B 1A R 3P S B agar 2

« This worsens the current account deficit.

o BHA U WA BT H1ET GG 2

2. Imported inflation

Costlier oil makes transport, production, and electricity costlier.
HEM da ulkaed, e 3k fasiat & g &1 Sar 21

This increases inflation in the domestic economy.

« THA U] Hefamawen ¥ HEhIfa agdt 21

3. Export pressure

« Higher freight and insurance costs reduce export competitiveness.
o HIEMTST 3R a1 @nTd g6 | Fafa & ufawaeferear gedt 21
» Slower Gulf demand can reduce India’s exports.

o FrE &3 A /i "eA A WRd &1 fAafd BH 8 addr gl

4. Remittance risk
« |f conflict affects jobs in Gulf countries, remittances may slow down.

o fe dod FrEt 22 A A5 &Y wifda w2 2, af d9vr BH 8 FHa 2
« This affects India's external stability and household incomes.

o THANRA & argl fRRar 3k ufiard &Y s warfda @t 21

5. Rupee pressure

Higher imports and weaker flows can put pressure on the rupee.
3ifere 3aTd 3R HHSIR FTEN YATE BUA WR AT BT Fohd Bl
A weaker rupee again makes imports more expensive.

BHSIR BUAT YT B! 3R 7EM g1 a1 2|



6. Sectors Most at Risk

Export-oriented sectors

Textiles

99

Leather

gHST

Gems and jewellery
¥ T 3NEIOT
Engineering goods

gatfAafan amm

Domestic vulnerable sectors

MSMEs

e, oy 3R wegw Iem
Glass industry
CICEDIU

Ceramics industry

e e

Why these sectors are vulnerable

High logistics dependence

difsiRed UR 3ifeia i

Thin profit margins

HH @M AT

High fuel and input dependence

$er 3R 379e WR At finvfar

Difficulty in quick substitution of raw materials or fuel

o °Id A1 384 &1 @id [dee agen &isA



Consider the following statements:

fsfafea st R fadar Hifse:

A rise in crude oil prices can worsen India’s current account deficit.
P A B BT F Ifg WRA I AT T B T1E P IgT Tl 2
Remittances are an important support for India’s external sector.
YU ¥Rd & 918l §F & i U Agaquf JerT &l

Strait of Hormuz is important for global energy trade.

¥ 3% g1 dfeads Hatt AR & fag Agayof

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IRF B A BH-3 HYT T &2

I -

(a) 1and 2 only
(a) ae 13k 2

(b) 2 and 3 only
(b) Faa 2 3R 3

(c) 1and 3 only
(c) baw 131k 3

(d)1,2and 3
(d)1,23R3
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Former Raymond
Group chairperson
passes away at 87

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Vijaypat Singhania, reci-
pient of Padma Bhusan,
former chairman of Ray-
mond Group and former
Sheriff of Bombay, passed
away in Mumbai on Satur-
day evening.

“A visionary leader, phi-
lanthropist, and an inspir-
ing personality, whose le-
gacy will continue to guide
and inspire generations,”
the Raymond Group said
in a statement.

He was best known for
transforming the Raymond
Group into a global fashion
powerhouse.

Mr. Singhania took over
the company in 1980 and
expanded its portfolio to
include textiles, steel, and
hospitality.

He held the world re-
cord for highest altitude
gained in a hot air balloon
and winning the gold me-
dal in an around-the-world
air race.

Once he decided to take

Vijaypat Singhania

Singhania expanded

the company’s
portfolio to include
textiles, steel,

and hospitality

retirement and handed ov-
er the reins of Raymond to
his son Gautam Singhania
in 2015, their relationship
soured, leading to a public
feud.

Since then he and his
wife had been living in a
rented apartment.

His last rites will be per-
formed on Sunday.



e Vijaypat Singhania, former chairman of Raymond Group, passed away at the age of 87.
o HZ YU & gd RRAA fastaua fFanfar &1 87 a¥ &t 3myg # fAeM & mam|

e He was a recipient of the Padma Bhushan, one of India’s highest civilian awards.

o 3 U7 YWUT A IEAIAA fomam TR e, St MRd & I AnTiRes I A d U 2

¢ He played a major role in transforming Raymond into a global fashion brand.

o 321 ¥ Bl Afead B wig g A Agaquf yfieT AT |

2. Key Highlights (Life & Career)
¢ Full Name: Vijaypat Singhania
o QR AH: fasrgua faenf3an
¢ Former Chairman of Raymond Group
. s Y9 P qd JRA
e Took over Raymond in 1980
1980 A IHE BT BRIMR FHTAT

e Expanded company into multiple sectors
o BUAt Bl Bg &A1 A faxdiRa fasar
Expansion areas
+ Textiles (core business)
. T ({3 AIIM)
Steel
o T
Hospitality

. gigefact



Category

Luxury

Luxury

Luxury
Luxury

Fast Fashion
Fast Fashion
Fast Fashion
Fast Fashion
Sportswear
Sportswear

Sportswear

Sportswear

Brand

Louis Vuitton

Gucci
Chanel

Hermes

Zara
H&M
Uniglo
Shein
Nike
Adidas
Puma

Under
Armour

Country

France

Italy

France
France

Spain
Sweden
Japan
China
USA

Germany

Germany

USA

Parent
Company

LVMH

Kering

Independent
Independent

Inditex

H&M Group
Fast Retailing
Shein

Nike Inc.
Adidas AG
Puma SE

Under Armour

Key Specialisation
Luxury bags,
fashion

Premium fashion
Haute couture

Ultra-premium
goods

Fast fashion retail
Affordable fashion
Basics & innovation
Online fashion
Sportswear

Shoes & apparel

Sportswear

Performance wear

Key Fact (Exam/Business)

World’s most valuable luxury
brand

Strong global youth appeal

Iconic brand, privately owned
Known for exclusivity

Fastest supply chain model
Global retail presence
Tech-based fabrics

Ultra-fast production cycle
Largest apparel brand globally
Strong European brand

Originated from Adidas split

Innovation-driven



Category

Textile + Apparel

Ethnic Wear

Ethnic Wear

Ethnic Wear

Retail

Retail
Manufacturing

Manufacturing

Brand/Company

Raymond

Fabindia

Manyavar

Biba

Reliance Retail

Aditya Birla Fashion
and Retail

Arvind Limited

Vardhman Textiles

Type

Brand

Brand

Brand

Brand

Company

Company
Company

Company

Key Focus

Suiting fabric, formal
wear

Handloom,
sustainable

Wedding clothing

Women ethnic wear

Trends apparel chain

Pantaloons, Van
Heusen

Denim, fabrics

Yarn, fabric

Key Fact
(Exam/Business)

“Complete man”
branding

Promotes rural
artisans

Leader in ethnic
segment

Affordable segment

Largest retail player
India

Multi-brand giant

Major exporter

Large spinning
capacity



Leadership lessons

e Vision-driven expansion of business

o gfsc-3mena aar fa=rR

e Diversification strategy (textiles = multiple sectors)
o fafaeitesor 0T (T - 98-817)

e Brand building over commodity production

o I 3G A §ig fAATuT BT 3R &g

Corporate governance issue

e Family dispute over Raymond leadership (with Gautam Singhania)
. E Aq@ B AR IRAIR faarg (taw a3 are)

e Highlights importance of succession planning

o IWICIBR AT & HEQ Bl GATAT &

e Shows governance challenges in family-run businesses

o URAR® Faari 7 M Jaeft gAtfa o gelfar g
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PM inaugurates Noida International
Airport; operations yet to begin

iti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday formally
inaugurated the National
Capital Region’s second
airport, the Noida Interna-
tional Airport.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Modi said the
launch signalled the begin-
ning of a transformative
phase for both the State
and the country. “Today
we are starting a new chap-
ter for a developed Uttar
Pradesh and a developed
India,” he said.

Though flights were ear-
lier slated to begin in Oc-
tober 2025, the start of op-
erations at the airport is
yet to be announced. Sa-
turday’s inauguration
comes just four years after
the foundation stone was
laid in November 2021. The
concession deal for the
project was signed in 2020
with Swiss firm Zurich Air-

o

L 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath,
and others at the Noida International Airport at Jewar. PTI

port International AG.

The project involves an
investment of 11,200
crore. In its first phase, it
will handle 12 million pas-
sengers annually with a
single runway, while the
long-term plan envisages a
capacity of 70 million pas-
sengers per year and up to
six runways. He said that
the project would unlock
fresh opportunities for
farmers, small and medi-

um enterprises, and the
youth in western Uttar Pra-
desh. “Flights from here
will connect directly to the
world, and the airport will
stand as a symbol of a de-
veloped Uttar Pradesh tak-
ing flight,” he said.

He said the airport will
serve a vast catchment
spanning Agra, Mathura,
Aligarh, Ghaziabad, Mee-
rut, Etawah, Bulandshahr
and Faridabad, significant-

ly expanding connectivity
across the region.

Mr. Modi said the ongo-
ing global situation re-
mains a cause for concern,
pointing to the conflict in
West Asia that has persist-
ed for over a month and
disrupted supplies of es-
sential commodities such
as food, petrol, diesel, gas
and fertilizers in several
countries.

Noting that India im-
ports a significant share of
its crude oil and gas from
the region, he said, “Every
possible step is being taken
to ensure that the burden
of this crisis does not fall
on ordinary families and
farmers.”

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath said the airport
would help develop a dedi-
cated multimodal cargo
hub, enabling the State to
overcome the limitations
of being landlocked and
connect more easily with
global markets.




Prime Minister inaugurated Noida International Airport in Uttar Pradesh.
TETTHAT 9 IR Yol A FIUsT AR T8 378 BT 3quTe fharl

It is the second international airport in NCR after Delhi.

Ig feowil & 91 NCR &1 GIRT HARTEI gaTs 37gT 2|

Operations are yet to begin, though inauguration has taken place.
3gHTe 81 T &, Wfdsa Tare andt & A&t g &1

The project is seen as a major infrastructure and economic boost for the region.

9 URIISAT B 87 & foiw g1 gfAanet g 3k 3nfefe Wicargd /1 ST ET 21

2. Key Facts (Direct for PPT)

Location: Jewar, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh
R[A: AR, TaH g TR, IR Ia2l

NCR's second international airport

NCR T GHRT /AR gaTg 37gT

Executed by Zurich Airport International AG

SYRA TIRUIE geA2Md AG gRT faswfad

Investment: ~211,200 crore

fAaer: @maT 211,200 BAS



3. Project Details

Phase 1

e Capacity: 12 million passengers annually
o &Har: 12 fAfea art ufq adf

e Runway: Single runway

o A:TFH A

Long-term plan
e Capacity: 70 million passengers annually
o &Har: 70 fAfera It ufd adf

e Up to 6 runways planned
o 639d db B AT

4. Timeline

e Concession agreement signed: 2020

« HIUT TUMHE: 2020

e Foundation stone: November 2021

o fRIATRITT: 9daR 2021

e |nauguration: 2026 (operations pending)

3c@red: 2026 (AT 2A)

5. Importance for India

A. Infrastructure Development

e Strengthens aviation infrastructure in North India
* 3T YRA A faHFH &R B HaTgd BT &
e Reduces congestion at Delhi airport

o foeit gaTg 378 T qETd BH B

B. Economic Growth

e Creates jobs and boosts regional economy
o AR Joi 3R &1 3refaraRe &t ggran

e Supports MSMEs and local industries

» MSMEs 3iR 1 38Tl &t grefq

C. Connectivity
e Enhances domestic and international connectivity
¢ Connects western UP with global markets

o feaHt 3R Weel &t dfedes a1k A SiedT 8



Core Points

Improves connectivity and trade
PAfaefdet 3k IR FerRar &
Reduces regional imbalance
&I 3RAHTAT BH BT &
Generates employment

AR I~ BT &

Strengthens logistics and supply chain

Alfied 3R YT ST HaTgd Tl &

Challenges

Land acquisition issues
A rfErugor &t IRRI
Environmental concerns
afeRUT fadig

Delay in operationalisation
Fareq 7 &3

Way Forward

Timely execution

JHY R BRI

Integration with multimodal transport
HecAISd URTET J TehldRuT
Sustainable airport development

Hdd gars gl fasr



© Top 10 Busiest Airports in the World (Passenger Traffic)

Annual Passengers

Rank

10

Airport

Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta (ATL)

Dubai International
(DXB)

Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW)

Tokyo Haneda (HND)

London Heathrow (LHR)

Denver International
(DEN)

Istanbul Airport (IST)

Chicago O'Hare (ORD)

Los Angeles (LAX)

Indira Gandhi
International (DEL)

Country

USA

UAE

USA

Japan

UK

USA

Tlrkiye

USA

USA

India

(Approx)

108+ million

92+ million

87+ million

~85 million

~84 million

~78 million

~76 million

~74 million

~70 million

~65-70 million

Type

Domestic hub

International hub

Transit hub

Mixed

International

Domestic

Global hub

Transit

International

Mixed

Key Fact

World's busiest airport

Encyclopedia

#1 international airport

Encyclopedia..

Major US connector

Closest airport to Tokyo

Europe's busiest hub

Reuters

Largest airport area-wise

Fastest growing hub

Major US hub

Hollywood gateway

India's busiest airport

The Times of India



Consider the following statements:

fAsfafaEd weE R faar Hifse:

Noida International Airport is located in Haryana.
Qe ARG gaTg 37gT &R A ¥ &

The project is being developed under PPP model.
Ig UR™ISHT PPP Aise & dgd fdawfad o 5T gt 8|

Zurich Airport International AG is associated with the project.

IR TROAIE $eAMdA AG 3T URANHT A ST &

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR | & BH-3 B9 &l 22

S E RN -

(a) 2and 3 only
(a) aa 2 3R 3

(b) 1and 2 only
(b) daa 1 3R 2

(c) 1and 3 only
(c) Baar 13k 3

(d)1,2and 3
(d)1,23R3



*USAGE TOIMPACT:HOWLPG DIFFERS FROMLNG

The Strait of Hormuz closure has hit a large chunk of India’s energy supply — crude oil, and, to greater
degrees, LPG and LNG. Here’s what they are used for and how they differ.

MEANING

LNG, OR LIQUEFIED NATURAL
GAS, is primarily a natural gas

— mainly methane. Itis cooled
to below -160 degrees Celsius
and cryogenically turned into
a liquid for storage or ease of
transportation

LPG, OR LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM
GAS, primarily comprises propane and
butane. LPG is a byproduct of the crude
oil refining process. Under relatively low
temperatures or moderate pressure,
LPG becomes aliquid, allowing it to be
bottledin cylinders.

c»

andis called:

LNGis regasified into natural gas

®PNG, or piped natural gas,
when supplied to households

®CNG, or compressed
natural gas, when used to
power vehicles

LPG: Cooking, heating and limited
industrial applications

LNG: Regasified into natural gas, it is
used in transportation, industrial
applications such as power
generation and machinery
operations, cooking

The dependencyisgreater for LPG...

@33 million tonnes India’s annual
consumption

@13 million tonnes is the share of
domestic production in annual
consumption

©60% India’s import dependency

©90% of these imports came via the
now-closed Strait of Hormuz

©54% the effective hit to total supplies

..thanforLNG

@71 billion cubic metres India’s annual
consumption

©35.6 billion cubic metres is the
share of domestic production in
annual consumption

©50% India’s import dependency

®60% of these imports came via the
now-closed Strait of Hormuz, mainly
from Qatar and the UAE

®30% the effective hit to total supplies

Indiais the world’s 6th
biggestLPG producer and the
3rdbiggestLPG consumer

TOPLPGPRODUCERS
(INTHOUSAND TONNES)

" COUNTRY | 2023

1.US | 104,732
2.China |EEEM 51658 |
'3.Saudi Arabia | 25,538
'4. Russia ‘. 17,344 |
5.Canada W 16,556 |
6.India 1 12,777 |
TOPLPG CONSUMERS
(INTHOUSAND TONNES)

| COUNTRY | 2023
1.China  mmmmmm 81647
2.Us . 47993
'3.India - 31317
4. Saudi Arabia | I 17,560
5.Russia 13,627 |

SOURCE: STATISTICAL REVIEW OF GLOBAL LPG
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Iranians warn U.S. against ground invasion

Pakistan says it will soon host U.S.-Iran talks
after regional Ministers meet in Islamabad

‘Waiting for Americans to start their ground
attack to set them on fire,’ says Iran Speaker

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD

ranian forces were
l “waiting for the arriv-
al of American troops
on the ground to set them
on fire and punish their re-
gional partners forever”,
Iranian state media report-
ed Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf
as saying on Sunday while
warning the United States
against a ground invasion.
The remarks came as
Pakistan announced on
Sunday that it will soon
host talks between the Un-
ited States and Iran.
“Pakistan is very happy
that both Iran and the U.S.
have expressed their confi-
dence in Pakistan’s facilita-
tion” of the talks, which
will happen in the “coming
days,” Foreign Minister Ish-
aq Dar said in a televised
speech after top diplomats
from regional countries

met in Islamabad. There
was no immediate word
from the United States or
Iran.

Foreign Ministers of
Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and
Egypt were in Islamabad
on Sunday for talks with-
out U.S. or Israeli participa-
tion in a push to broker an
end to the month-long war.

The Iranian Speaker dis-
missed Sunday's talks as a
cover while the U.S. dis-
patches additional troops
to West Asia.

The visiting Ministers
have endorsed Pakistan’s
peace efforts, Mr. Dhar
said without specifying
whether the proposed
talks would be direct or in-
direct. The Ministers are
expected to meet again on
Monday.

Ships cross Hormuz

Iran, which eased some
restrictions on ships pass-
ing through the Strait of

e
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'

d ¥
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Foreign Ministers of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and Turkiye meet in Islamabad on Sunday. REUTERS

Hormuz, agreed late on Sa-
turday to allow 20 more
Pakistani-flagged vessels to
transit the critical passage-
way, Pakistani officials
said, adding to the select
few it has let through as
Iran works to choke but
not cut off the strait

entirely.

Egypt's Badr Abdelatty,
who was part of the talks
with Turkiye's Hakan Fi-
dan, Saudi Arabia’s Prince
Faisal Bin Farhan, and Pa-
kistan's Ishaq Dar, said the
meetings were aimed at
opening a “direct dia-

logue” between the United
States and Iran, which
have largely communicat-
ed through mediators dur-
ing the war.

Yet there were few signs
of progress as Israel and
the United States kept up
strikes on Iran, and Tehran

Challenging
times, says PM on
West Asia crisis

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday, in his monthly
Mann Ki Baat address, noted
that the situation in West Asia
had created “challenging
times" and called for those
“politicising” the issue to
refrain from doing so. He added
that he was ‘deeply grateful' to
the Gulf countries for providing
assistance to more than one
crore Indians there. » PAGE 4

responded by firing mis-
siles and drones across the
region.

Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps
warned in a statement that
it would consider Israeli
universities and branches
of U.S. universities in the

Islamabad talks are a cover for U.S. to deploy
more troops to West Asia, the Speaker says

region “legitimate targets”
unless offered safety assu-
rances for Iranian universi-
ties, state media reported
after Israeli strikes hit sev-
eral universities, including
ones claimed to have been
used by the Islamic Repu-
blic for nuclear research
and development.

Israel announced waves
of incoming strikes from
Iran on Sunday and explo-
sions could be heard
throughout Tehran.

IRGC also said that they
launched missile and
drone strikes on alumini-
um plants in Bahrain and
the UAE over the weekend,
targeting what they de-
scribed as industries linked
to the U.S. military.

Iranian authorities say
more than 1,900 people
have been killed in the Is-
lamic Republic, while 19
have been reported dead in
Israel.

(With AFP inputs)
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Despite assurance from Centre,
MGNREGS workers denied work

From Bihar to Rajasthan, thousands of rural workers say work has been halted; as the Centre continues talks with the States

on the VB-G RAM G Act, some district officials say they have been directed not to start new work under the old scheme

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

or the past 87 days,
F MGNREGS workers

have been protest-
ing at the Muzaffarpur dis-
trict headquarters in Bihar.
The Union government
had assured them that un-
til the Viksit Bharat-Gua-
rantee for Rozgar and Ajee-
vika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025,
passed by Parliament in
December, is rolled out,
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) will continue
unchanged. But on the
ground, workers say the
story is very different.

The protest in Muzaffar-
pur began on January 2.
Nearly 12,000 workers in
the district have not re-
ceived work for the past
three or four months —
even before the new rural
employment law was intro-
duced.

Uncertainty continues

There is no clarity on when
the new scheme under the
VB-G RAM G Act will be im-
plemented on the ground,
as the Centre is still hold-

ing talks with the States to
establish the necessary
framework.

“Usually, no work is gi-
ven during the rain. We
waited for the monsoon to
end, then for the water-
logged areas to drain. By
December, the MGNREGA
season normally begins.
But despite repeated de-
mand, no work has been
provided. This is a blatant
violation of the law,” said
Sanjay Sahni of MGNREGA
Watch-Bihar, an organisa-
tion working with rural

-

[

workers. Facing repeated
rejections, around 16,000
workers — most of them
women - gathered at the
district headquarters to
demand work. A delega-
tion also travelled to Delhi
on March 25 to meet senior
officials in the Rural Deve-
lopment Ministry.

“The district officials
claim they have instruc-
tions not to start any new
work. But the Ministry offi-
cials insist that no such or-
der exists,” Mr. Sahni said.
He wonders whether it is

J — -‘--f-“-»'-1
G Act, 2025 is yet to be rolled out. MOORTHY G.

lack of information or
whether there is an infor-
mal signal from the Centre
to stop all work under the
MGNREGS.

Ground reality

In Dungarpur district of
Rajasthan, similar com-
plaints have emerged. At
Balwarha panchayat,
around 40 women workers
arrived on March 23 to
complete paperwork for
April's work cycle. Pan-
chayat officials asked them
to return later, citing a lack

of clarity. On Saturday,
they were told that the
MGNREGS had been dis-
continued and no further
work would be available
under the scheme.

At Padarmarhi Mewarha
panchayat, nearly 30 wo-
men workers sat for four
hours last Friday, demand-
ing work for the first week
of April. Local officials in-
itially claimed that direc-
tions had been issued not
to start new MGNREGS
works. After the women re-
fused to leave, their appli-
cations were eventually ac-
cepted, but uncertainty
continues whether any
work will actually be as-
signed.

“For each household,
MGNREGA work brings in
about 125,000 to 128,000
annually. In some women-
led households, MGNRE-
GA and government pen-
sions are the only sources
of income,” said Madhulika
of the Rajasthan Asangathit
Mazdoor Union.

“There are no formal or-
ders. The VB-G RAM G Act
clearly states that until it is
implemented, MGNREGA
will continue. But on the
ground, we are being told
otherwise,” she said.



* Reports suggest MGNREGS workers are being denied work in several states.

o RO & AR B¢ AT H wAXT AfFiwt Bt B e e 8 Bl

« Centre assured continuation of scheme, but ground reality differs.

o g A AT IR EA BT ANRARIA &, Afds STl gdbleba 3T 21

« Delay in implementation of new scheme (VB-G RAM Act, 2025) causing confusion.

o A% AT (VB-G RAM Act, 2025) & @I &R ® &3 & yn &t f&ifd &t 1

2. Core Issue (Simple Understanding)

« Workers are demanding work but not getting employment.

o siffics & AT 3R & @fdsa A5 & e 2@

» Officials reportedly delaying or stopping new work approvals.
o SHfErBTRAT GRT T BT b1 w3l & H &3 A1 b &1 571 I 2|

« Gap between policy announcement and ground execution.

« Hifa gron 3ik st fharaaa & ot 3iaR 21

3. What is MGNREGS (Very Important)
« Full form: Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
o R ATH: HETHT et ISt FrHtor AsTTR TRET AsrA1
« Legal guarantee of 100 days wage employment per rural household
Y ATHIOT URAR &Y 100 &7 1 AT ASTTR 37 Y S MRE
* Demand-driven scheme
o HiT e AT
* Implemented by Ministry of Rural Development

o JTHIUT fABTH AATHS GRT AN



4. Key Features of MGNREGS
« Work must be provided within 15 days of demand
Wi & 15 G & Wiar & 31 fFars
« Otherwise unemployment allowance must be given
o 3r=Ie AASTTRY VT AT €T &
» Focus on rural infrastructure (ponds, roads, water conservation)
o TTHIUT B (AT, HE®, STof JIE(UT) U BihH
« Priority to women workers

« Higen yffe! B mefdad

5. Current Problem (As per Article)

A. Work denial
* Thousands of workers in Bihar and Rajasthan not getting work
o fAER 3k TERem A RN Afiw! Bt ww A€l e @
« Workers protesting at district headquarters

o ffie e qEaeal w fade e @ @

B. Administrative confusion
« Officials unsure about continuation of old scheme
o SR QA i1 6 fAaza B de T 78t
« Delay due to transition to new rural employment law

o 7§ rioT AR AT’ HHHOT B BRUT &4

C. Ground-level issues
* Workers waiting for months without work
o YfAE I AFH BTSSR AR E
« Women workers highly affected

« WHfgen sfdes 3ifeie afaa

6. Why This is Important (Exam Angle)

A. Legal issue

« MGNREGS is a rights-based law
o HAVT TP 3AfErBR-3MeNRd B &
e Denial of work = violation of legal guarantee

o B J dfdd BAT = BIAT TREL BT Jooie

B. Governance issue
e Weak coordination between Centre and States
o &g 3R I & dT FHSR I
e Poor implementation at district and panchayat level

o 3c 3R YIRId TR R TR fharaaa

C. Social issue

e Impacts rural poor and vulnerable sections

o UTHIUT TR 31R HHSR af wafda

 Women workers heavily dependent on MGNREGS
o Hfga sifid TR W AfeH R



Policy vs Implementation gap

e Policy says work guaranteed
o Hifd PBEdt & BIH B MRET
e Ground reality shows denial

o STHIAT ghlchd R BTH Ag! fHel 8T

Administrative delays
e Lack of clarity among officials
o JNfSHIRAY A Tscar & wH!
* Slow approval of projects

Federal issues

e Centre announces scheme

o &g AT BNST BT 2

o States implement = coordination problem
o A AN PBA & > IHGT JARIT



Introduction

« MGNREGS is a landmark rights-based welfare scheme ensuring rural livelihood security.

» R US Ayl AfemR-3nenfia Gt & i urtor sishifadsT JRen giAfedd st

Core Issues

« Work denial despite legal guarantee

* B TRE & qrasig &M J dfedd

« Administrative confusion during transition
« JHHUT & SR TemafAd yd

» Weak last-mile governance

o 3fdH TR R BHSR ATA

Challenges
* Funding delays
o GRTASH
« Data and demand mismatch

o 21 3k " A st

Way Forward

« Ensure strict enforcement of work guarantee
* IH B TRE! BT F&A UTAA

« |Improve Centre-State coordination

o G-I AT GEUR

« Strengthen transparency and accountability
o UREferan 3k staradet gemn

* Use digital monitoring systems

« fEfsies At wonet &1 3uai



Consider the following statements:

fAsfafaa weFt R faar Hifse:

MGNREGS guarantees 100 days of employment to every rural individual.
HA Ycdds ATHIOT & fard Y 100 T3 1 AR T 2|

It is a demand-driven scheme.

IE Teb AT 3MENRd AT 21

Unemployment allowance is provided if work is not given within a specified time.

fAeffa T A B 9 fAea R RRASR W= f&am Sirar 21

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IRGd B A BH-3 B Tt 82

Q0= NN -

(a) 2and 3 only
(a) Fbaw 2 3R 3

(b) 1and 2 only
(b) ae 131 2

(c) 1and 3 only
(c) Baer 131 3

(d)1,2and 3
(d)1,23R3



[IM Ahmedabad in QS
Rankings 2026 —




IIM 3TgHeTaTg QS BT 2026 - Ustem g IRvit

Topic [ fawa

News Highlight

Ranking Position

Ranking Body

Coverage of QS
Rankings

India's Presence

Growth Trend

Improvement Rate

Top 10 Gap

IIM Ahmedabad

Achievement

New Entry

Details (English)

IIM Ahmedabad entered Global
Top 25 in QS Rankings 2026
(Business & Management).

Ranked 21st globally in Business &
Management Studies.

QS World University Rankings by
Quacquarelli Symonds.

Evaluates 21,000+ programs
across 1,900+ universities
globally.

99 Indian institutions with 599
subject entries.

India added ~120 new entries;
fastest-growing education system.

Around 44% Indian institutions
improved rankings.

No Indian institution in global top
10 yet.

Strong academic reputation and
employer recognition.

IIM Ahmedabad entered QS
Marketing rankings for first time.

faazor (&

IIM 3rggTaTg QS 3T 2026 7
dfeaas oftf 25 # enfim gan (Esma
v A¥snde))

fasa vd A3snie wdts A dfeas
TR W 2141 (|

Qs T gfiafid e

(Quacquarelli Symonds gR1) |

1,900+ faeafdeneat & 21,0004+
BRIEH! BT il

99 VR4 Fem, 599 faua
ufafear

WA 7 ~120 78 wfafeal sitst; ast &
qgal & WoTra|

T 44% WRAN HeRrY &6 Wb o
e g3

andt de Y ety e #fedes
2ffe 10 # =gh

Hatgd Seifties wfdes 3z At
HI=IeT|

IIM 3TEHgIETE Ugw! arR QS Hidbfen
b A enfiter gam

Exam Importance | 98T 9§

Important current affairs + education
ranking

Direct prelim fact

Herm ameniia wed

Scale-based fact

Important data-based question

Analytical GS point

Data interpretation

Critical analysis

Ranking criteria relevance

First-time fact



India’s Management
Strength

Trend in Education

QS Ranking Criteria

IIM Ahmedabad

Established

Location

Institution Type

IIM Act 2017

Global Comparison

Sector Impact

7 Indian institutes in global top

100 (Business & Management).

Shift from engineering dominance

to management education growth.

Academic reputation, employer

reputation, citations, H-index.

Established in 1961; premier B-
school in India.

Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Public autonomous institution
under IIM Act 2017.

Grants IIMs power to award

degrees instead of diplomas.

Top ranks dominated by USA, UK
institutions.

Boosts India’s global academic

image and talent attraction.

fas9 va Adsie A YRd & 7 T
offsf 100 /1

AR & gear AAstHe e &
IR

dteaifores wfassr, fAamr ufdssT,
3@, H-index |

1961 A ATUd; HRd BT THH JdeH
TR

STeHQTETG, ToRId |

[IM 31feifFr 2017 & d8d WA
Irdsifae M|

[IMs @I f1t @7 T 3AfEER e
BT 2 (AT & =M R) |

oftsf ¥ TR 3Rt 31k UK &6 TzemY
FAGEEE]

WIRd ! dfeges dteifiie Bfd 3k
GfaMT 3RO A g






Topic | fawa

News Highlight

Train Type

Operator

Base Model

Speed

Capacity

Design Change

Purpose

Cargo Type

Route Efficiency

Infrastructure Use

Details (English)

Japan launched the world’s first
freight-only bullet train.

Freight-only Shinkansen (bullet
train).

East Japan Railway Company (JR
East).

Based on repurposed E3 series
Shinkansen.

Up to ~275 km/h.

Around 1,000 boxes or ~17.4
tonnes per trip.

Seats removed, reinforced flooring
for cargo.

High-speed cargo transportation.

High-value, time-sensitive goods
(electronics, medical supplies).

Covers long distances in ~3 hours.

Uses existing high-speed rail
network.

farazon (f&e)

ST 3 gfFan Bt uge Bad Hid a1
arelt gAAe ¢ S B

&aet HIct gorTg o foig ferprda
(gete &)1

X ST ¥ed duAt (JR East) |

E3 HHi=t fere = U amenfaal

A 275 faswtfeer aas |

I 1,000 &7 AT ~17.4 29 Ufd
gl

Hie geré s, Hatga el a- e T

I 11fd AT ufagA|

I Hed 3R FHa-Hagaeita amE
(goagitaw, Afdea It

ot g e 3 e A Ay @ 81

His[gT g18-T8 ¥ Aead &1 IuA|



Topic / fawg

Shinkansen System

Japan Rail System

India Link

Dedicated Freight
Corridor (India)

Green Transport

Details (English)

Introduced in 1964 (Tokyo
Olympics).

One of the most advanced rail
networks globally.

India’s Mumbai—Ahmedabad
Bullet Train project uses
Japanese Shinkansen
technology.

India developing DFCs for cargo
efficiency.

Rail is more energy-efficient
than road and air transport.

faazur (fgdh
1964 # & (STFAT HTcilteh
& TAY)]

faeg & FFH Ioad I
dcdeh H U Uh|

T I HIS-NgHGEIG

Jolc ol ST

fYeRTeTaeT el TR

3R gl

ART AT IYRdgd o faT

g%%—s' the IR dT 8T
|

YT qRage ¥5% AR gas

;ﬂaﬁ q AAF Foll-Hrre
|




Rank

O 00 N oo U A~ W N -

=
o

Train Name

LO Series Maglev
TGV POS (V150)
CR450 (Prototype)
Shanghai Maglev
CR400 Fuxing
TGV Atlantique
AVE Class 103

ICE 3

Frecciarossa 1000
HEMU-430X

Country
Japan
France
China
China
China
France
Spain
Germany
Italy

South Korea

Top Speed

603 km/h
574.8 km/h
=453 km/h
431-460 km/h
350-420 km/h
515 km/h (test)
404 km/h

330 km/h

400 km/h (test)
430 km/h (test)



Category Train Speed

180 km/h (design), ~160 km/h

Fastest in India Vande Bharat Express .
operational

Semi-high-speed Gatimaan Express 160 km/h

Premium train Tejas Express 160 km/h



Consider the following statements:

fAsfafad weM W faur Hifse:

Japan's freight bullet train uses existing Shinkansen infrastructure.
ST &) HITATED gaie g Hislel fABHAT 3/ &1 3uT dd! &

It is slower than conventional freight trains.

g URYRS ATaMisal & efrt 81

It is designed mainly for high-value, time-sensitive cargo.

g J&Id: 3o 0ol 3R IHI-JdeAeie Atel & o fEsime &t g &1

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IRIFd B A PH-T BT Jet 82

U i A

(a) 1and 3 only
(a) Bact 131k 3

(b) 2 and 3 only
(b) dae 2 3R 3

(c) 1and 2 only
(c) Baa 13k 2

(d)1,2and 3
(d)1,23R3



Maternal Mortality in India

- -




Topic / faga

News Highlight

Global Data (2023)

India’s Contribution

High Burden Countries

Definition (MMR)

India MMR Trend

Improvement Phase

Recent Concern
SDG Target

Major Causes

Other Causes

Details (English)

India contributes significantly to
global maternal deaths.

Around 2.4 lakh maternal deaths
globally.

Around 24,700 maternal deaths in
2023.

India, Nigeria, Pakistan, Ethiopia.

Maternal Mortality Ratio = deaths
per 1 lakh live births.

Declined from 508 (1990) to 116
(2023).

Fastest reduction between 2000~
2015.

Progress slowed after 2015.

Target MMR < 70 by 2030.

Haemorrhage, hypertension,
infections.

Pre-existing diseases, anaemia
(Needs verification for extent).

faazor (&)

WA dfeads wrg gy § Ay
e 3t 21

dfeass TR U T 2.4 W HIg
|

2023 ®# WRd # &7 24,700 A1
7l

M4, ATgsitfan, g, sferafaan

HIq g H4uTd = ufd 1 @ sifaa
S R

1990 ® 508 & He®d? 2023 H 1161

2000-2015 & &t ¥&d a1 fiRrae)

2015 & @1g wifa et g5
™8d: 2030 d MMR < 70|
Iaadd, I IFadad, HpHUT|

od 3, T (wete aiwE 2
HAGF AT |



A A A A AR EIERERAARE B A dRA A REL A "\-'l, IIIIF\II WA ILN IV hl\“lll’

PR ASTAG (Y& &q I d HEaYol)

Scheme [ II1AT

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY)

Janani Shishu Suraksha
Karyakram (JSSK)

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY)

LaQshya Programme

POSHAN Abhiyaan

Details (English)

Cash incentive for institutional

delivery.

Free delivery, drugs, diagnostics

for pregnant women.

Maternity benefit for pregnant

women.

Improves quality of labour rooms

and maternity care.

Reduces malnutrition among

women and children.

faazor (fg<h)

JRATTd 9Id &b fdQ b g N8|
miadt afgesi & fag g vaa,
carsal, S|

miadt afgansit &) fadta Igrrar

UG il i TUTadT YR |

Afganail 3R gt & HUNoT BH
BT



Concept / ARITRA Explanation (English) g ot

Death during pregnancy or WﬂqﬁﬁTﬂT IqT 98T & 42
within 42 days of termination. T&all & HIaX A

Delay in decision, transport, GRS gRage 3R 3TAR

Maternal Mortality

Three Delays Model and treatment. H ¢
Institutional Delivery Ch'.l(.jblrth I eIl el ien ITIdTeT H 9|
facility.
i i i 2 HAl SART
skilled Birth Attendance Delivery assisted by trained giIferd e X
health personnel. Jad|

\ /




Consider the following statements:

fAsfafeEa s iR faar Hifse:

Maternal Mortality Ratio is calculated per 1 lakh live births.
HIq 7 31UTd Ufd 1 @4 sitfdd 5T IR fAdsTer Sidr 8|

India has already achieved SDG target for MMR.

YRd F MMR &7 SDG @& T &R e g1

Haemorrhage is one of the major causes of maternal deaths.

TGAATd ATq ] BT T BROT &

& o h NS

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IRT B A PH-3 YT T& 82

(a) 1and 3 only
(a) Ppae 131 3

(b) 2 and 3 only
(b) Fae 2 3R 3

(c) 1and 2 only
(c) Paer 137k 2

(d)1,2and 3
(d)1,23R3



Shaurya Squadrons &
Indian Army Drone Warfare




Topic (English)

What are Shaurya
Squadrons?

Structure & Composition

Operational Role

Types of Drones Used

faw (f&eh)

o wrarga @ &2

g 3tk e

IgANT fBe 5113 ard g

Key Points (English)

Specialised drone sub-units
embedded within armoured
regiments of Indian Army

Aim to modernise battlefield
operations with advanced drone
tech

Each squadron has ~20-30
trained personnel

Personnel trained in drone ops,
surveillance & counter-drone
systems

Works alongside tanks and
armoured units

Provides real-time intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance
(ISR)

FPV drones, swarm drones,
loitering munitions,
reconnaissance drones

FPV drones effective in precision
strikes (Ukraine war example)

o fag (&

HIRATT JA1 &) g&azas emet & enfier
fadry g9 gamrEar

I A Al & AeH A JE&H B
IeYfABIBOT

Tl WrTEA § @I 20-30 wfeifaa
s
A g Haw, ARt 3k get-gl

AdHte B wferfara

% 3R gEavdg gwsal & A1el B HAT
2

arafas awa ¥ Fiear, At sk 2
(ISR) W &3 &

FPV g1, T gH, eitgefin mifaem, eigt
Eig]

FPV g1 ¥<ld gaal | wirdt (I35 g8 3
ITERVT)






Topic (English)

What is the News?

Cause of Red Sky

Scientific Concept

Type of Event

Cyclone Narelle

fae (fEh)

HHTAR &1 27

™ol ATHATT &1 BROT

ot fagia

HTHAT BT UBR

AT Adee

Key Points (English)

Western Australia witnessed red
skies due to a dust storm linked
with Cyclone Narelle

Areas: Shark Bay, Denham,
Exmouth, Karratha

Strong cyclone winds lifted iron-
rich dust into the atmosphere

Scattering of sunlight (Rayleigh
scattering effect modified by dust)

Longer red wavelengths dominate
- red sky

Normally, shorter blue
wavelengths scatter more (blue
sky)

Dust particles scatter blue light =
red/orange dominates

Dust storm + Tropical cyclone
interaction

Category 4 cyclone (>200 km/h
winds)

Origin: Queensland = Northern
Territory - Indian Ocean -
Western Australia

e fig (f&h)

gfegwt sigferan & aga Ted &
RO A Wi 3l F e HEE @
mar

g3 o1 q, 3TEN, THIHIIY, BT
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India Hosts IONS Maritime
Exercise in Kochi



Topic (English)

What is the News?

IONS (Full Form)

Participating Countries

Objective of Exercise

Key Focus Areas

Nature of Exercise

India’s Role
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IONS (93T AT)
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IRATH 61 sy

WRd &Y yfAasT

Key Points (English)

India hosted a maritime exercise under IONS at
Kochi

Conducted at Maritime Warfare Centre

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium

A forum for cooperation among navies of Indian
Ocean Region (IOR)

Bangladesh, France, Indonesia, Kenya, Maldives,
Mauritius, Myanmar, Seychelles, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Tanzania, Timor-Leste

Address non-traditional maritime threats

Improve coordination and interoperability among
navies

Piracy, trafficking, disaster response, maritime
domain awareness

Conducted in simulated environment

Focus on planning, coordination & information
sharing

India taking IONS chairmanship (2026-2028)

Strengthening leadership in Indian Ocean Region
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#f3ga sitem Faw fEafGam

f&e HERTR &3 &1 A3137 & ¥t Fgam B HY

TSR, Wi, BEIfer, -1, HIAgid, HIReE, RIHR,
Adew, MR, sitedat, denfar, fank-ast

R-gRufies FHE Wasl &1 JHTEH

A3 ¥ ata = 3R geRsifafee g

faq@ee araaor 7 srafEa

A1, FR-a 3R JF71 T80 B R AR

WA IONS @1 3EAEAT (2026-2028) IHTHA BT 2
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Year Edition Host Dates

2008 | 1st e INdia 14-16 February 2008
2010  2nd E= United Arab Emirates | 10—-12 May 2010

2012 | 3rd P= South Africa 10—14 April 2012

2014 | 4th Australia 26 March 2014

2016 | 5th Il Bangladesh 11-13 January 2016
2018 | 6th —— lran 22-25 April 2018

2021 | 7th J || Réunion and Paris June 2021

2023 | 8th === Thailand 19-22 December 2023
2025 | 9th e India 20 February 2026




Word of the day

Scurry:
rushing about hastily in an undignified way

Synonyms: hurry, sprint, scoot

Usage: people scurried in a rush to the gate.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/scurry

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /skari/
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