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• “Blessed is he who expects 
nothing, for he shall never be 
disappointed.”
― Alexander Pope







• The Election Commission of India (ECI) has launched the 
second phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR 2.0) of 
voter lists across 12 States and Union Territories, including 
poll-bound Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala, and Puducherry.

•
The exercise, covering 51 crore voters, will take place between 
November 2025 and February 2026.



Parameter Details

Name of Exercise Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 2.0

Conducted by Election Commission of India (ECI)

Coverage 12 States and Union Territories

Voter Base ~51 crore voters

Timeline November 2025 – February 2026

Enumeration Period November 4 – December 4, 2025

Draft Rolls Publication December 9, 2025

Final Rolls Publication February 7, 2026

No SIR in
Assam (due to citizenship-related provisions under 
Citizenship Act)







Aspect Impact

Transparency
Boosts confidence in electoral integrity 
before 2026 elections.

Inclusivity Ensures new eligible voters (18+) are added.

Efficiency Prevents ghost and duplicate entries.

Digital Governance Enhances voter mapping using data tools.



Topic Key Points

Constitutional basis
Article 324: superintendence, direction and control of elections vested in an 
Election Commission. (Constitution of India)

What elections ECI runs
Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, and the offices of 
President & Vice-President. (Election Commission of India)

Composition
A multi-member body: Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) + such number of 
Election Commissioners (ECs) as fixed by the President (presently CEC + 2 
ECs). (MEA India)

Appointment (since 2023 
law)

Appointed by the President on recommendation of a Selection Committee: 
(i) Prime Minister (Chairperson), (ii) Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, (iii) 
a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the PM. A Search Committee (Law 
Minister + 2 Secys) prepares a panel. 

https://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-324-superintendence-direction-and-control-of-elections-to-be-vested-in-an-election-commission/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://eci.gov.in/about-eci?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mea.gov.in/Images/pdf1/Part15.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Tenure & re-appointment
6 years or till age 65, whichever earlier; not eligible for re-appointment. 
If an EC becomes CEC, total combined tenure capped at 6 years. 

Removal protections
CEC: removable only in the same manner & on the same grounds as a 
Supreme Court Judge. ECs: removable only on CEC’s recommendation. 

Salary/conditions
Salary equal to a Supreme Court Judge; DA and other conditions per the 
Act. 

Core functions

Conduct & supervise elections; maintain electoral rolls; recognize parties 
& allot symbols (under the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) 
Order, 1968) ; issue & enforce Model Code of Conduct; deploy observers; 
monitor expenditure. (Election Commission of India)

Powers/authority
Plenary powers under Art. 324 to act where law is silent to ensure free & 
fair polls; frames procedures, can act by majority if members differ. 
(Constitution of India)

https://eci.gov.in/about-eci?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-324-superintendence-direction-and-control-of-elections-to-be-vested-in-an-election-commission/?utm_source=chatgpt.com




Justice Surya Kant, presently the 
second senior-most judge of the 

Supreme Court, has been 
recommended by outgoing Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai as 

his successor. 

The formal communication has 
been sent to the Centre, paving 

the way for Justice Kant’s 
appointment as the 53rd Chief 
Justice of India. His tenure will 

commence on 24 November 2025, 
a day after CJI Gavai’s retirement.



Parameter Details

Name Justice Surya Kant

Current Position Senior-most Judge, Supreme Court of India

Next Designation Chief Justice of India (53rd)

Recommended By Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai

Date of Recommendation
October 27, 2025 (first working day after 

Deepavali)

CJI Gavai’s Retirement Date November 24, 2025

Justice Kant’s Retirement Date February 9, 2027

Born February 10, 1962 – Hisar, Haryana

Educational Background
LL.B. (1984) from Maharishi Dayanand 

University, Rohtak

Previous Roles

Advocate-General of Haryana (2000–2004), 

Chief Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court 

(2018–2019)



Year Milestone

1985 Began legal practice at Punjab & Haryana High Court

2000
Appointed as Advocate-General of Haryana (youngest to hold the 
post)

2004 Elevated as Judge, Punjab & Haryana High Court

2018 Chief Justice, Himachal Pradesh High Court

2019 Elevated to Supreme Court (May 24, 2019)



Case Verdict / Role

Abrogation of Article 370 (2023)
Upheld the abrogation of Jammu & Kashmir’s 
special status.

Electoral Bonds Scheme (2024)
Part of the Bench that declared the scheme 
unconstitutional for violating transparency.

Pegasus Spyware Case (2021)
Part of the Bench ordering a probe into allegations 
of state surveillance.

Sedition Law Suspension (2022)
Member of Bench that suspended the colonial-era 
Section 124A pending review.



Topic Key Points

Constitutional basis
Supreme Court established under Art. 124; CJI heads it. Related powers: Art. 145
(Court rules), Art. 146 (SC staff), Art. 126 (Acting CJI). (Constitution of India)

Appointment

President appoints under Art. 124(2), as per the Collegium system (judicially 
evolved in the Second Judges (1993) & Third Judges (1998) cases; NJAC struck 
down in 2015). Convention: senior-most SC judge becomes CJI. (Department of 
Justice)

Oath
Per Third Schedule (before the President). (Know the schedule for prelims.)
(Wikipedia)

Tenure / Retirement
No fixed term; retires at 65 years (Art. 124). Average tenure ≈ 1.5 years due to 
seniority + retirement age. (Supreme Court Observer)

Removal
Same as SC judges: by President after a special-majority address of both Houses on 
grounds of proved misbehaviour or incapacity (Art. 124(4); Judges (Inquiry) Act, 
1968). (Constitution of India)

https://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-124-establishment-and-constitution-of-supreme-court/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doj.gov.in/memorandum-of-procedure-of-appointment-of-supreme-court-judges/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_India?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scobserver.in/journal/the-average-tenure-of-a-cji-is-1-5-years/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-124-establishment-and-constitution-of-supreme-court/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Powers / Roles

Master of the Roster—allocates cases & constitutes benches 
(Shanti Bhushan v. SC, 2018); administrative head of SC; chairs 
SC Collegium for constitutional-court appointments/transfers. 
(Sci API)

Salary (pay only)
₹2,80,000 per month (current pay level; separate perks per 
statutes). (Bar and Bench - Indian Legal news)

Order of Precedence Rank 6th. (Useful factual pick.) (Wikipedia)

First CJI H. J. Kania (26 Jan 1950 – 6 Nov 1951). (Wikipedia)

Current & Next (as of Oct 28, 
2025)

Current: CJI B. R. Gavai (till Nov 23, 2025). Next (expected):
Justice Surya Kant from Nov 24, 2025 (recommendation sent 
by incumbent). (Wikipedia)

https://api.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2018/1795/1795_2018_Judgement_11-Apr-2018.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.barandbench.com/news/salaries-supreme-court-high-court-judges-hiked-centre-notifies-amendment-act?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Justice_of_India?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._J._Kania?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Justice_of_India?utm_source=chatgpt.com






• Europe’s top aerospace and satellite giants 
— Airbus, Thales, and Leonardo — have 
announced a historic $7 billion merger to 
consolidate their satellite operations.
The initiative, dubbed “Project FOMO” (Fear 
of Missing Out), aims to counter the growing 
dominance of Elon Musk’s SpaceX and 
Starlink, as well as China’s emerging satellite 
constellations.



Parameter Details

Merger Participants Airbus, Thales, Leonardo

Project Nickname “Project FOMO” (Fear of Missing Out)

Nature of Deal $7 billion merger to integrate satellite manufacturing and services

Objective
To strengthen Europe’s competitiveness in the global space industry dominated by 
SpaceX

Main Challenge
Overcapacity, falling profitability, and shrinking markets for European 
geostationary satellites

Timeline Initiated in 2024 after mounting losses across firms

Core Motivation
Rapid growth of SpaceX’s Starlink and American/Chinese dominance in space 
infrastructure



What Led to the Merger

SpaceX’s Disruption

• SpaceX’s reusable rockets and Starlink constellation have drastically reduced satellite 
launch costs and reshaped the global satellite market.

• Europe’s older model of large, costly geostationary satellites became unsustainable.

Mounting Financial Pressure

• Airbus’s OneSat and Thales’s overcapacity triggered severe financial losses by 2024.

• Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury called for urgent reforms to defense and space 
strategies.

Geopolitical Factors

• The Russia-Ukraine war and US–EU security tensions accelerated Europe’s need to 
strengthen its strategic autonomy in space.



Goals of the Merger

Compete Globally:
Match the industrial and cost efficiency of SpaceX and U.S. 
firms.

Boost R&D:
Develop new-generation reprogrammable satellites (like 
OneSat).

Consolidate Market Share:
Reduce duplication among European players and build a 
unified brand.

Enhance Defense Integration:
Align Europe’s civilian and defense satellite capabilities.



Challenge Impact

Political Rivalries
Tensions between France (Airbus), Italy (Leonardo), and the 
EU bureaucracy delayed consensus.

Overcapacity
Redundant satellite units and slow restructuring may hinder 
efficiency.

Fragmented Defense Strategy
EU’s defense and space sectors operate under different 
governance structures.

Timing Issue
Analysts warn it may be “too late” as SpaceX already 
dominates the launch and broadband segments.



Region Strength Impact of Europe’s Merger

USA (SpaceX, Amazon 
Kuiper)

Reusable rockets + mega-
constellations

Europe aims to cut dependency 
on U.S. launch tech.

China (BeiDou, Starlink-style 
constellations)

State-backed rapid expansion
EU seeks coordinated industrial 
strategy.

India (ISRO + IN-SPACe) Emerging commercial ecosystem
Opens new collaboration 
opportunities with European 
firms.





Earnings Amount Deductions Amount

Basic Pay …
NPS (Employee 10% of 
Basic+DA)

…

DA (% of Basic) … CGEGIS …

HRA (X/Y/Z) … CGHS …

TA (as per slab) … TDS (Income Tax) …

DA on TA … Other recoveries (if any) …

Other allowances (if any) …

Gross … Total Deductions …

Net Pay …



Head Basis (how calculated) Notes

Basic Pay Pay Matrix Level × Cell All % allowances ride on Basic

DA (Dearness Allowance) % of Basic Revised twice a year (Jan/Jul)

HRA (House Rent Allowance) % of Basic by city class (X/Y/Z)
% steps up when DA crosses 25% & 
50%

TA (Transport Allow.) Slab by Level & city
DA is paid on TA (shown as “DA on 
TA”)

DA on TA DA% × TA Auto with DA revision

Special/Other Allowances
Dept./post-specific (Risk/Hardship, 
NPA, Night duty, etc.)

Varies by ministry/post

Arrears (if any) Difference due to revision/fixation One-off lines when applicable

Gross Earnings Sum of all above



Head Basis (how calculated) Notes

NPS (Employee) 10% of (Basic + DA)
Employer 14% is not a deduction 
(shown separately in info)

CGEGIS Fixed by group Group Insurance

CGHS By Pay Level Health subscription

GPF (old pensioners only) Employee’s chosen % Pre-2004 entrants

TDS (Income Tax) As per slab after declarations Changes with investments

Other Recoveries
HBA/Computer/Festival advance, 
Licence fee, Society/LIC, Audit 
recoveries

As applicable

Total Deductions Sum of all above





• The Government of India is expected to constitute the 8th 
Central Pay Commission (CPC) next week, just ahead of the Bihar 
assembly elections.
The Commission will recommend revised pay, pension, and 
allowances for over 11.8 million (1.18 crore) Central government 
employees and pensioners.



Parameter Details

Commission Name 8th Central Pay Commission (CPC)

Approved By Union Cabinet (January 16, 2025)

Expected Formation Late October 2025

Coverage
11.8 million Central government employees and 
pensioners

Expected Timeline 6–12 months for report submission

Implementation Likely from January 1, 2026 (retrospectively)

Head of Commission Yet to be announced

Terms of Reference (ToR)
Finalized; includes revision of pay, pensions, and 
allowances



Pay 
Commission

Constituted
Implementation 
Year

Increase 
Granted

Fiscal Impact

6th CPC 2006 2008 40% hike ~0.77% of GDP

7th CPC Feb 28, 2014 Jan 1, 2016 23.55% hike
₹1.02 lakh 
crore (0.65% of 
GDP)

8th CPC
2025 
(expected)

Jan 1, 2026 TBD

Expected to be 
part of fiscal 
roadmap 
FY27–FY31



• The Pay Commission reviews and recommends:

• Salary structure for Central Government employees (civilian & defense).

• Pension revisions and Dearness Allowance (DA).

• Pay scales, grade pay, and allowances (HRA, transport, etc.).

• Periodic adjustments considering inflation and fiscal capacity.





Aspect Impact

For Employees
Higher salaries and pensions, DA 
revisions, and improved allowances

For Economy
Increased consumption and liquidity in 
the market

For Government
Fiscal stress and pressure on deficit 
management

For States
Likely to follow Centre’s lead, amplifying 
financial burden



India's First National Policy on 
Geothermal Energy



• The Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy (MNRE) has 
launched India’s first National Policy 
on Geothermal Energy 2025, aiming 
to tap India’s vast but underutilized 
geothermal potential to advance the 
nation’s Net Zero 2070 
commitment, ensure energy 
security, and diversify its renewable 
energy mix.









Odisha’s Preetismita Bhoi Wins Gold and Sets 
World Record at Asian Youth Games 2025



Odisha’s rising weightlifting star 
Preetismita Bhoi has brought 
glory to India by winning the 

gold medal in the 44 kg 
category at the 3rd Asian Youth 

Games held in Bahrain. 

The 16-year-old from 
Dhenkanal not only secured the 

top podium finish but also 
created new Asian and World 
records in the clean and jerk 

event.



East Timor Becomes ASEAN’s 11th 
Member



East Timor, also known as Timor-Leste, has officially joined 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as its 
11th member, concluding a long journey of aspiration and 
diplomacy that began nearly five decades ago. 

The announcement was formalised during the 
ASEAN annual summit held in Kuala Lumpur, 
where the nation’s flag was ceremonially placed 
among those of its regional partners.







Russia Unveils Nuclear-Powered 
Burevestnik Missile with ‘Unlimited 

Range’



Russia has confirmed the 
successful final test of the 

Burevestnik, a nuclear-powered 
cruise missile claimed to have 

“unlimited range” and the ability 
to evade missile defence systems. 

President Vladimir Putin hailed 
the weapon as a “unique creation 

that no one else in the world 
possesses,” marking a major step 
in Moscow’s advanced weapons 

programme amid continued 
tensions over the Ukraine conflict



• Breakthrough Nuclear Propulsion Technology
• The Burevestnik — also known in Russia as the 
9M730 and by NATO as the SSC-X-9 Skyfall — uses a 
miniature nuclear reactor as its power source, 
granting it potentially limitless operational range.

• This system allows the missile to fly at low 
altitudes for extended durations, manoeuvring 
unpredictably to bypass air defences.

• According to the Russian Ministry of Defence, the 
propulsion unit becomes active only after launch, 
once a liquid-fuel booster rocket accelerates the 
missile to cruising speed.



• Operational Tests and Strategic Implications
• During its most recent test on October 21, the Burevestnik reportedly flew for 15 hours 
and covered 14,000 kilometres — not its maximum capacity, according to Russian military 
chief Valery Gerasimov. 

• The missile’s ability to carry nuclear warheads and operate indefinitely poses new 
challenges for global missile defence frameworks. Putin has instructed the Russian Armed 
Forces to begin constructing deployment infrastructure, signalling imminent operational 
readiness.



China Unveils ‘Ghost’ Jellyfish Drone 
for Stealth Underwater Surveillance



Chinese researchers have 
developed a fully transparent, 
jellyfish-shaped bionic robot 

designed for stealthy 
underwater observation and 

data collection.

This new robotic innovation, 
often described as a “ghost” 
drone, demonstrates China’s 

growing expertise in 
biomimetic engineering and 

underwater robotics.





China’s CR450 Becomes 
World’s Fastest High-
Speed Train



China has achieved another 
milestone in rail technology as its 

newly developed CR450 bullet train 
set a world record by reaching a 

staggering speed of 453 km/h 
during pre-service testing. 

The CR450, unveiled on the 
Shanghai–Chengdu high-speed 

corridor, represents a major leap 
forward for China’s already 

dominant high-speed rail industry 
and is expected to enter commercial 

service in 2026 with an operating 
speed of 400 km/h.



Uttarakhand to Impose Green 
Tax on Vehicles from Outside 
States from December 2025



Uttarakhand is set to introduce a green tax on all vehicles 
entering the state from December 2025 as part of its 
broader environmental conservation and pollution control 
efforts.

The initiative, led by the state transport 
department, aims to protect the Himalayan 
ecosystem and maintain cleanliness across popular 
tourist destinations.



• According to state officials, varying rates have been fixed for different categories of vehicles: ₹80 
for small vehicles, ₹250 for small cargo vehicles, ₹140 for buses, and between ₹120 and ₹700 for 
trucks depending on their weight. 

• The collection process will be fully automated, using Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
cameras installed at 37 entry points along the state borders. 

• These cameras will capture vehicle registration numbers and transmit the data to a vendor 
appointed by the transport department. 

• From there, the vendor’s system will cross-check the information with the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) database, identify the owner’s wallet, and automatically deduct the tax 
amount, which will then be credited to the state’s transport department account.



India Becomes First Non-NATO 
Nation to Participate in Spain’s 

Ocean Sky 2025



The Indian Air Force (IAF) has made 
history by becoming the first non-

NATO nation to participate in 
Exercise Ocean Sky 2025, a high-

intensity multinational air combat 
drill hosted by the Spanish Air Force 

at Gando Air Base, Spain, from 
October 20 to 31, 2025. 

The exercise underscores India’s 
growing global military footprint 

and reinforces its role as an 
emerging aerospace power.



• India’s procurement of 56 C-295 
aircraft from Airbus Spain marks the 
first-ever ‘Make in India’ initiative in 
the defence aviation sector. The first 
aircraft was formally handed over on 
September 13, 2023, in Seville, in the 
presence of Air Chief Marshal VR 
Chaudhari. 

• The growing bilateral partnership 
extends beyond procurement, with 
the 5th Joint Working Group on 
Defence Cooperation held earlier this 
year in New Delhi to expand joint 
projects.











Thank you ☺


