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e The one who does a little extra today becomes
extraordinary tomorrow.)
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SC asks govt. to regulate content on Internet

The court suggests ‘impartial, and autonomous
body ’ to vet ‘prima facie permissible’ content

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday asked

the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing to work on guidelines
for user-generated content
to protect innocents from
becoming victims of ob-
scene, even perverse, “an-
ti-national” or personally
damaging online content.

The top court consi-
dered the idea of an “im-
partial and autonomous
authority”, neither bound
to private broadcasters nor
the government, to vet
“prima facie permissible”
content.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said user-generated con-

tent, potentially disastrous
to reputations or even hav-
ing “adult content”, go vi-
ral even before social me-
dia intermediaries could
take them down.

Aadhaar suggestion

At one point, referring to
the easy access to uncurat-
ed material online, the
court said a few seconds of
‘adult content’ warning
was not enough. It suggest-
ed further checks such as
sharing Aadhaar details to
verify the age of users.

The Chief Justice found
it “very strange” the phe-
nomenon that users could
create their own online
channels and still be not
accountable to anyone. “Is
there no sense of responsi-
bility?" he asked.

The court clarified that

, @

it did not intend to have
the proposed guidelines
for user-generated content
“tinker” with free speech.
Though the right was sub-
ject to reasonable regula-
tion under Article 19(2) of
the Constitution, it was ne-
vertheless to be respected
and protected. However,
misuse of online speech
has exposed millions of in-

Dissent is part of
democracy. Every

' "' day people write against the

. government. But the problem
arises when you suddenly put
something on YouTube and
there are millions and millions
who are victimised
JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

nocent people to abuse.
They too have a right to be
protected, it reasoned.

‘Millions victimised’

“Dissent is part of democ-
racy. Every day people
write against the govern-
ment. But the problem ar-
ises when you suddenly
put something on YouTube
and there are millions and

Court says victims of online abuse have to be
protected, and seeks ‘preventive mechanisms’

millions who are victi-
mised. They do not have a
voice. They do not have a
platform, and by the time
they rush to court, the
damage is done,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant said, highlighting
the need for guidelines.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan said any guide-
lines restraining free
speech mandated prior
and extensive public con-
sultations, to be initiated
by the Union government.

He cautioned that the
term ‘anti-national’ was
both  over-broad and
ambiguous.

The Chief Justice said
there were enough laws to
turn to after the damage
was done. Victims could
approach court for damag-
es or opt for criminal pro-
ceedings. But there was

A takedown takes 24 hours; in that time the
harm is already done, Justice Bagchi says

nothing to protect them
before the post went on-
line.

“A takedown takes at
least 24 hours. By the time
it is effectuated, the harm
is already done. Social me-
dia is mercurial, goes
across borders and is trans-
mitted in seconds. This
preventive exercise is not
to throttle anyone but to
have a certain degree of
stick. Technology with Al
makes you (social media
intermediaries) enormous-
ly powerful, to curate your
material, assess its impact.
Platforms are monetising
content,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

The judge termed prose-
cution of the creator of the
offending social media
post a “post-occurrence
penalty”, saying “we must

have preventive mechan-
isms to ensure there is no
spread of misinformation,
loss of property as well as
sometimes lives”.

Senior advocate Amit Si-
bal, for Indian Broadcast
and Digital Foundation, ex-
pressed reservations about
the court using the term
‘preventive’ to describe the
proposed guidelines. ‘Pre-
ventive’ could be read as
‘pre-censorship’, Mr. Sibal
said.

He suggested changing
the prefix to ‘effective’.

“The difficulty we are
facing is the response time.
By the time intermediaries
respond to such content, it
has already gone viral. Mil-
lions of viewership, etc.
How do you plug that gap?
That is the question,” Jus-
tice Bagchi emphasised.




Why in News?

The Supreme Court asked the Ministry of Information

& Broadcasting to frame guidelines for user-generated
online content.

Objective: Protect innocents from obscene, perverse,
anti-national, defamatory, and personally damaging
content.




2.SC's Key Concerns

a. Massive scale of online victimisation

« Millions suffer online harassment before content is removed.
« Victims often do not have a voice or platform.
« Content goes viral instantly due to Al-driven algorithms.

b. Takedown delays

« A takedown takes minimum 24 hours, but harm becomes irreversible in minutes.
« Cross-border sharing makes removal harder.

c. Lack of accountability

« Anyone can operate channels without responsibility.

« SC: “Is there no sense of responsibility?”

d. Free speech vs harm

« SC clarified guidelines must not “tinker with free speech” under Article 19(1)(a).
« But reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2) allow regulation of:

« Morality

» Defamation

« Incitement to offence

« Public order

« State security

» Sovereignty & integrity of India



I 3.SC's Suggestions

a. Creation of an impartial, autonomous vetting body

e |ndependent of:
e Govt
e Private broadcasters

e To screen "“prima facie permissible content” only.

b. Preventive mechanisms

e To avoid spread of:
» Misinformation
* Obscene content
e Harmful content
o Digital harassment
e Anti-national propaganda

e (Court clarified: Not censorship, but pre-emptive safety.)

c. Aadhaar-based age verification

e Suggested for restricting access to adult content.

» Raises privacy & proportionality concerns.



B 4. Arguments Raised in Court

a. SC observations

e Technology with Al makes intermediaries “enormously powerful”.
e Platforms monetise harmful content.

e Victims reach court too late = “By the time damage is done.”

b. Concerns by Senior Advocates

e Prashant Bhushan
e Fear that guidelines may mandate prior censorship.
e "Anti-national” is vague & can be misused.

e Amit Sibal
 Word "preventive” seems like “pre-censorship”.

e Suggested using "effective” instead.



Existing Regulatory Tools
IT Act, 2000
* Sec 66A struck down in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015).
* Sec 69A: Govt has power to block content.
IT Rules, 2021 (Intermediary Guidelines)
* Mandatory grievance redressal.
* Faster takedown of illegal content.
* Due diligence obligations.
Gaps Identified by SC
IT Rules still reactive, not preventive.
Global misinformation, deepfakes, Al-enhanced virality remain unaddressed.



A. Historical Context

« India long debated balancing free speech vs state control (Emergency 1975-77).
* 2012-2015: Rise of social media bans, Sec. 66A misuse.
« 2015 onward: Explosion of YouTube, short videos, influencer ecosystems.

B. Polity

« Freedom of speech under Article 19(1)(a) is not absolute.
« Court emphasises “reasonable restrictions” are legitimate.
o Debate: Prior restraint vs post-occurrence penalty.

C. Society

» Cyberbullying, revenge porn, deepfake videos, fake news.
« Online harassment disproportionately affects:

« Women

» Children

» Minorities

» Activists

» Journalists

D. Ethics

« Digital platforms profit from outrage, harmful content = “ethics of responsibility” missing.

E. Technology

« Al, deepfake generation, bot manipulation make content moderation complex.



e UPSC Prelims 2024 — Actual Question

* Q. Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics Code Rules, 202135 ¢ ¢SGR o U
A. Online content regulation T

B. Electoral funding

C. Data localisation

D. Cryptocurrency



e UPSC Prelims 2023 — Actual Question

* Q. ‘Safe Harbour’ provision (Section 79 IT Act)®E & SS3RIS UiP
A. Social media intermediaries ST T

B. Banks

C. NGOs

D. Telecom companies



* NET JRF (Paper 1) — 2023

* Q. “Harmful online content moderation”#8 & subject GG&IPER & UEP
A. Governance & Ethics ) -

B. Mass Communication

C. Data Analytics

D. Public Administration



 RPSC RAS Mains 2023 (GS-Il) |
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* Consider the following statements regarding the recent Supreme Court observations on
Internet content regulation:

* The Supreme Court proposed creation of an impartial and autonomous body to vet prima facie
permissible user-generated content.

* The Court held that preventive mechanisms must not amount to prior censorship.

The Court mandated the government to verify all online users through Aadhaar authentication.
The Court recognised that delay in takedown makes existing remedies ineffective for victims.
Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only
.1and 3 only

. 2,3 and 4 only
.1,2,3and 4

OO *



IMF gives ‘C’ grade
for India’s national
accounts statistics

NEW DELHI

The Internatonal Mope-
tary Fund's annual review
has given India's national
accounts statistics - o
cluding Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and Gross
Value Added (GVA) - a

According
this grade means the data
available  “have  some
shortcomings that some-
what  hamper  survedl:

e,

This is of particular sig-
nificance as the govern
ment will release the na-
tional accounts data for Q2
of this financial year on
Friday.

provide broadly adeq
uate granularity,” the IMF
noted in its annual Article
IV assessment of Indla's
economic k.

overall sectaral rating for
the natlonal accounts of
C." Ovenall, across all dsa
cutegories, India has re
ceived grade '8, There are
four grades in totak: A, B, C
and 0.

For example, it high-
lighted an outdated base
year of 201112 on which
the data is based, and the
use of wholesale price in-
dices as data sources for
deflators due to the kack of
proclucer prices indices. It
further pointed cut peried-
Ic “sizoable discrepancies™
between the production
and  expenditure  ap-
proaches  of measuring
GDP, “that may Indicate
the need to enhance the

Grade 'C means the available
data have shortcomings that
hamper surveillance. acuTees

has, from the beginning,
used the incame approach
0 measure GDP by mea-
suring the incomes of the
government, people, and
companies, However, it al-
so provides an estimate
based on the expenditure
appraach, which ateempts
to guantify GDP through
the sperding done by
these entities.

Often, due to the differ-
ing data sources amd their
coverage, the two esth
mates of GDP diffes, which
has  attracted  criticism
from some economists. Fi-
nally, the IMF also high-
lighted the lack of seaso-
nally adjusted data and
“room for impravement of
other  statistical  tech-
niques” used in the quar-
terly natonal  accounts
data,

‘B for the CM

Regarding Indla's makn in-
flation measure, the Con-
sumes Price Index, the IMF
graded India o ‘B, which
mears the data provided
“have some shosrtcomings

data scores well on its fre-
guency and  timeliness,
coming as it does once a
month and with only a
month's lag, the rating of
‘B reflects the outdated
CP1 base year, items bas:
ket, and weights (et in
200112), “implying that the
CP1 basket likely fails to ac
curately represent current
spendirg habits™.



B 1. Why in News?

e The International Monetary Fund (IMF), in its annual Article IV review, has given India’s national
accounts statistics—including GDP and GVA—a grade ‘C’, the second-lowest rating.

e 'C'indicates that data has shortcomings which hamper surveillance.

I 2. What “C Grade” Means (IMF's Data Quality Ratings)

IMF uses a four-grade scale: A, B, C, D

e A - Best (fully adequate)
B - Broadly adequate, some shortcomings
e C - Significant shortcomings affecting surveillance

e« D - Not adequate for surveillance
India got:

e GDP/GVA - Grade C
e CPlI- GradeB
e Overall » Grade B



GVA is defined as the value of
output less the value of
intermediate consumption.

3 GVA at basic prices + product
taxes — product subsidies.

Add GVAs from all setors.
Product (Taxes & subsidies) are
not the part of GVAs.

GDP is for entire country. GVA can be
. sector specific as well as regional. GDP| o =~ ~\,n

includes both product as well as
production taxes and subsidies.



1 3. Key Weaknesses Identified by IMF

a. Outdated Base Year

India still uses 2011-12 base year for GDP and CPI.

IMF notes this base year no longer reflects current consumption patterns or economic structure.

Lack of timely revision impacts accuracy.

b. Issues with Deflators & Price Indices

India lacks a complete Producer Price Index (PPI).

« As aresult, wholesale price indices used as deflators are outdated.

Leads to “sizeable discrepancies” between production and expenditure GDP.

c. Gaps in Informal Sector Measurement

Informal sector estimates remain weak.
Need for better coverage in expenditure method and MSME data.

d. Dual GDP Measurement Approaches

India measures GDP using:

1.
2.

Income approach (primary method)
Expenditure approach (secondary estimate)

IMF notes:

Dual methods often diverge significantly, confusing analysts and policymakers.



e. Lack of Seasonal Adjustment & Modern Statistical Techniques

e Quarterly GDP data is not fully seasonally adjusted.

e |IMF demands modernisation of methodologies.

I 4. Concerns Highlighted for CPI (Consumer Price Index)

IMF graded CPI a ‘B’, meaning “broadly adequate but with shortcomings.”

Shortcomings:

o Base year still 2011-12 - outdated consumption basket.

» Weightages no longer reflect real spending habits.

e CPIl items lack representativeness of current consumption trends.
Yet, positives:

e CPI has good frequency (monthly) and short time lag (1 month).



Why IMF’s Rating Matters?
a. Global Credibility
GDP accuracy impacts:

* FDI

* Sovereign ratings

* Bondyields
* International comparison
* IMF surveillance decisions

b. Domestic Policy Impact

RBI monetary policy uses CPl and GDP estimates.

Poor-quality data affects:
* Inflation targeting
* Fiscal deficit assessment
e Growth projections

* c. Data Economy Era

* For a $4 trillion economy, unreliable estimates can mislead
investors & analysts.



A. Historical Context

« India earlier used NSS surveys, Annual Survey of Industries, and traditional data systems.

« GDP base years are usually updated every 5 years, but India is delayed.

B. Polity Angle
« National accounts data is generated by NSO (National Statistical Office) under MoSPI.
« The Statistical Commission has repeatedly recommended:
 New base year
» Creation of PPI

« Integration of GST data into national accounts

C. Economic Angle

« Divergence between GDP production vs expenditure sides often exceeds 1% of GDP.
« Inaccurate deflators distort real GDP, affecting India's “fastest growing economy” narrative.

D. Global Comparison

Countries with top-quality ‘A’ level statistical systems include:

« US, UK., Japan, Germany
« They use PPI, multiple surveys, real-time adjustment tools.



UPSC CSE Prelims 2023 — Actual Question

Q. shefsle WEGDP 7 ¥ GVA SSER WEAT ¢d S @F U
GVA &I sectoral output T derive TaIT SITAT g

GDP = Z(GVA) + Taxes — Subsidies



* RBI Grade-B 2023 — Phase 1

* Q. shd¥le WEGDP estimation ST -G ¢ S Hew UiP
A. RB - ) )

B. NSO

C. CSO

D. NITI Aayog



* SSC CGL 2023

* Q. Base year for India’s GDP estimation changed to:
A. 2004-05
B.2011-12
C. 2001-02
D. 2015-16



Q. Consider the following statements regarding IMF's assessment of India’s national
accounts data:

1. IMF has assigned India a grade ‘C’ for its GDP and GVA statistics due to methodological weaknesses.

2. India's CPI data received a grade ‘A’ for being fully adequate for IMF surveillance.

3. The outdated base year (2011-12) and absence of a comprehensive Producer Price Index are among
the reasons cited by the IMF.

4. India primarily uses the expenditure method for calculating GDP.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B.1, 2 and 4 only
C.2and 4 only
D.1, 3and 4 only
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Cyclone Ditwah to
bring intense rainfall
till weekend in T.N.

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Cyclone Ditwah, now posi-
tioned over coastal Sri Lan-
ka and adjoining southwest
Bay of Bengal, is set to bring
intense rainfall over the del-
ta and adjoining districts on
Friday, before shifting to-
wards north Tamil Nadu by
weekend. The Regional Me-
teorological Centre (RMC)
has declared a red alert for
several districts on Friday
and Saturday.

B. Amudha, Head (Addi-
tional in-charge), RMC, said
Ditwah, meaning lagoon, a
name suggested by Yemen
as part of the cyclone nam-
ing convention, lies about
570 km south-southeast of
Puducherry and 670 km
south-southeast of Chennai.
It is likely to move across Sri
Lanka’s coast and adjoining
southwest Bay of Bengal,
and reach near the north
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
and south Andhra Pradesh

coasts by the early morning
of November 30.

The RMC has declared a
cyclonic storm as of now,
based on various weather
observations. “We will get
more clarity on the landfall
as the cyclone moves closer
to the region,” Ms. Amudha
said.

Cyclone Ditwah is set to
trigger heavy to very heavy
rainfall in southern, delta,
and adjoining districts on
Friday. A red alert has been
issued for four districts, in-
cluding Nagapattinam.

Intense downpour may
cover north Tamil Nadu and
adjoining interior districts
on Saturday as the cyclone
is expected to move closer
to the region. Six districts
along the coast between
Chengalpattu and Nagapat-
tinam have been issued a
red alert, while 10 other dis-
tricts, including Chennai,
Tiruvallur, and Vellore,
have been issued an orange
alert.




« Cyclone Ditwah, located over coastal Sri Lanka and the southwest Bay of Bengal, is moving
towards north Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, and south Andhra Pradesh.
« The Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC) has issued:
« Red alerts: Several coastal and delta districts on Friday & Saturday
« Orange alerts: Chennai, Tiruvallur, Vellore

1| 2. Current Status & Movement Path

a. Meaning & Naming

« Ditwah means Jagoon—a name suggested by Yemen under the WMO cyclone naming convention.

b. Current Position

« ~570 km south-southeast of Puducherry
*« ~670 km south-southeast of Chennai

c. Expected Movement

+ Move across:

* SrilLanka's coast

« Southwest Bay of Bengal

« Approach north Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, and south Andhra Pradesh
« Possible landfall clarity expected by Nov 30 morning.

d. Classification

« Declared a cyclonic storm by RMC, based on observation data.



B 3. Expected Impact (IMD Forecast)

a. Heavy to Very Heavy Rainfall

» Affects southern, delta, and interior districts of Tamil Nadu.

b. Rainfall Timeline
e Friday:
o Very heavy rainfall in Nagapattinam, delta districts
» Red alert for 4 districts
e Saturday:
e Heavy rainfall in north TN, interior districts
e Red alert for six coastal districts (Chengalpattu - Nagapattinam corridor)

e Orange alert for Chennai, Tiruvallur, Vellore

c. Localized Flooding & Waterlogging

e Likely in low-lying coastal regions due to:
e Storm surge

e High-intensity downpour



a. Formation Region

« Southwest Bay of Bengal - one of the most active cyclone basins in the North Indian Ocean.

b. Key Factors for Cyclone Formation

« Sea Surface Temperature > 27°C

« High relative humidity in lower to mid troposphere
« Coriolis force (cyclogenesis away from equator)

» Low vertical wind shear

c. Season

« Cyclones in Bay of Bengal peak during:

» October-December (Northeast monsoon season)

1| 5. Disaster Preparedness Measures

» RMC coordination with:
» Local administrations
» Fishermen advisories
« Evacuation of low-lying areas
» Possible suspension of coastal fishing

« Power supply & drainage systems on alert in Chennai and coastal delta districts.



e UPSC Prelims 2024 — Actual Question

* Q. Tropical cyclones in the Bay of Bengal are generally more intense than those in
the Arabian Sea because:

* Sea surface temperature is higher in the Bay of Bengal
 Availability of more moisture in the Bay of Bengal
* Bay of Bengal receives cyclonic remnants from the Western Pacific



e SSC CGL 2023 (Tier-1) — Memory-Based Question
* Q. IMD YTERI e “Red Alert”3E § SAS CaHbI U
* A. IS GRTAGT

B. hd ol dIGol BT {gdl

C. 3T T INT hr JHTIT
D. §aT & I[0TadT TR &




* CAPF AC 2024 - Actual Question

* Q. Cyclone naming EB'ESEER W-WB‘ S SUIR Ui

* Indian Ocean cyclones Q?FI'I?:FWMO/ESCAP panel SEETGINS
e gX cyclone oI «ITH alphabetical order Hgiar %’

o STH Ueh I 3TINT Bl oh d1¢, AT 3TATIT oTal [ohdT oIl Tehd]



e RPSC RAS Prelims 2023

* Q. &gsrmw SSItE® Tamil Nadu WEhTRRASHST WME SAuY Y d URP
* A. Monsoon trough

B. Bay of Bengal cyclones

C. Western disturbances

D. Local convection



* India W&cyclones monitor U SE 5ot agency SAT WY
* A.ISRO

B. DRDO

C. IMD

D. NDMA



* SSC CHSL 2024 - Actual Q
* Q. El Nifio 59 IR %5 § 7

* A. Indian cyclones @ffrequency haT gl
B. Pacific Ocean bl cooling
C. Arabian Sea & cyclones dgdlT

D. hlg TGl



Q. Consider the following statements about Cyclone Ditwah:

1. The name 'Ditwah’ was suggested by Yemen under the WMO/ESCAP cyclone naming system.
Cyclone Ditwah formed over the Arabian Sea and is expected to impact Gujarat and Maharashtra.

The cyclone is currently classified as a cyclonic storm by the Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC).

-l ol

Cyclone formation in the Bay of Bengal during November is associated with the Northeast Monsoon
season.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1, 3 and 4 only
B.1and 2 only
C.2and 4 only
D.1,2, 3and 4



International Institute for
Democracy and Electoral Assistance



* Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar is going to assume
the Chairmanship of the International Institute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) for the year 2026.

* About International IDEA
* It was founded in 1995, is an inter-governmental organisation.

* It works to strengthen democratic institutions and electoral processes
worldwide.

* It currently has 35 member countries, with the United States and Japan
as observers.

* India is a founding member of International IDEA and has played an
active role in its governance and initiatives.



Revised guidelines
for “Top Class
Scholarship Scheme
for SC Students’




* The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has released updated
guidelines for the ‘Top Class Scholarship Scheme for SC Students’ expanding
financial support and tightening institutional accountability for the 2024-25
academic year.

e About the Scheme

* The scheme aims to promote quality higher education for Scheduled Caste (SC)
students by covering full tuition fees and providing academic allowances across
India’s premier institutions.

* The scholarship will be available to SC students with an annual family income of
up to X8 lakh who secure admission in notified institutions, including IITs, 1IMs,
AIIMS, NITs, National Law Universities, NIFT, NID, IHMs and other accredited
colleges.



* Revised Financial Norms

* The Centre will directly transfer full tuition fees and non-refundable charges to students
through DBT, capped at X2 lakh per year for private institutions.

e Students will also receive an academic allowance of X86,000 in the first year and 41,000 in
subsequent years to cover living expenses, books and laptops.

e Beneficiaries will be barred from availing similar scholarships from other Central or State
schemes.

e For 2024-25, 4,400 fresh slots are available within the overall cap of 21,500 (2021-26), with
30% reserved for SC girls.

e Only first-year students can apply, with renewals subject to performance, and benefits limited
to two siblings per family.



UPSC CSE Prelims 2023 — DIRECT RELATED QUESTION

Q. heftle WR BEAY & TPk 9bC) Egﬁw"’ﬂ? G Jd3le od ¥ YTop Class Education Scheme”

£ g WEIT TECH S 76 Ul

A. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
B. Ministry of Education

C. Ministry of Minority Affairs

D. Ministry of Tribal Affairs




UPSC CSE Prelims 2022 — RELATED QUESTION

AAAN

Q. Centrally Sponsored Scholarship Schemes 3¢S SISt G& scheme SC E—T:I;ﬁl?»g&ﬂ?:' )

Top Class Education Scheme for SCs

Post-Matric Scholarship for SCs

National Fellowship for SCs



SSC CGL 2023 — DIRECT FACT BASED QUESTION

Q. Top Class Scholarship Scheme for SC Students®E ¢ s$Sd¥ S& scholarship UEH

A. Merit-cum-Means

B. Post-Matric

C. Residential education support

D. Fully funded scholarship with fee coverage & stipend



RPSC (RAS Pre + Mains) — 2022/2023 — Scheme Based Question

Q. Top Class#E &1 364 5 59 sW@E &6 T &

A.SCBTAT P UG/PGH high-quality institutions § Tgel & foIT CI;Uﬁ' GBIT:I;% ol
B. ATHIUT Thell T MY fAhIenoT

C. SC hostels &r upgrade chaT

D. TSFRT RIS I FURA




NET JRF - 2023

Q. “Top Class Scholarship Scheme”3E ¢ JIWSS disadvantaged group sSHs UGH

A. Minorities
B. OBC

C. SC

D. EWS



Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC)




e At the UPSC’s ‘Shatabdi Sammelan’ (Centenary Conclave), the Union
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Personnel praised UPSC as
the “Guardian of India’s Steel Frame.”

e About the UPSC

e Subsequent to the provisions of the Government of India Act,
1919, and the recommendations of the Lee Commission (1924), the
Public Service Commission was established in India on 1st October
1926.



 Later named the Federal Public Service
Commission (1937), it was renamed the
Union Public Service Commission with the
adoption of India’s Constitution on 26th
January 1950.

* [t conducts civil services examinations to

select officers for the Indian Administrative
Service (lIAS), Indian Forest Service (IFS) and
the Indian Police Service (IPS), among others.



Removal (Article 317): Deals with
the removal and suspension of a

Reappointment: The UPSC
Chairman is not eligible for

Members: Besides the chairman,
it can have a maximum of 10

member of a Public Service
members.

Commission by the President.

reappointment after completing
their term.

e A UPSC chairman is appointed
for a term of six years or until
attaining 65 years of age, all
members have the same term.



* Other Constitutional Provisions

— Article 309 empowers Parliament and State Legislatures to
regulate recruitment and conditions of service.

— Article 310 of the Constitution states that civil servants of
the Union and the States hold office during the pleasure of
the President or the Governor, respectively.

— Article 311 provides safeguards for civil servants against
arbitrary dismissal.

— Article 312 outlines the process for creating All India
Services, such as the IAS, IPS, and IFS.



Jakarta
Becomes
World’s Most

Populous City

(2025)
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Topic Details

Jakarta overtakes Tokyo as the world’s most populous

E :
vent urban agglomeration (2025)

UN-backed global urban population assessment

Source (2025)

42 million (Jakarta + surrounding metropolitan

Jakarta Population (2025) region)

Tokyo Population (2025) 33 million

Dhaka (35M), New Delhi, Shanghai, Guangzhou,

Other Top Megacities (Asia-dominated) Cairo. Manila. Kolkata. Seoul

Rapid economic growth, high-density urbanisation,

Reason for Shift L o
rural—urban migration

Region with Most Megacities Asia (9 out of 10 largest cities)

Indicates accelerating Asian urbanisation and

Implication :
P demographic momentum



Category
UN Definition of Megacity
Urbanisation Trend in Asia

India Urban Stats

Reason Jakarta Growing Fast

Jakarta vs. Nusantara

Jakarta Sinking Issue
Tokyo Population Decline
Urbanisation in India

Largest Urban Agglomeration (History)

Economic Impact

Exam-Relevant Additional Facts

A megacity = 10 million+ population

By 2030, 60% of the megacities will be in Asia
India has 3 megacities: Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata

Internal migration, economic corridors, industrial clusters, port-led
development

Indonesia shifting capital to Nusantara (Borneo) due to Jakarta’s
sinking and congestion

City sinking 17 cm/year due to over-extraction of groundwater
Japan facing aging population + declining fertility

India expected to have 7 megacities by 2035 (UN Report)
Tokyo held the top spot for 70+ years before 2025

Rapid megacity growth = increases pressure on housing, traffic,
pollution, water, climate resilience



Exam Year Question Asked Correct Answer

Which of the following cities is predicted
by the UN to remain among the world’s
largest megacities by 2035? (Delhi,
Tokyo, Dhaka, Shanghai)

UPSC Prelims 2023 Delhi, Dhaka, Shanghai

According to the UN World Urbanisation
SSC CGL 2023 Report, which region will host the Asia
highest number of megacities?

Which Indian city is projected to become

A GEIE 2022 the world’s largest megacity by 2030? 2l
UPPCS 2023 A mega;ity is defined as a city with 10 million
population above:
ot oo TS ndons
CAPF AC 2023 Why is Jakarta facing the risk of sinking? O U C B DG

rising sea levels



Word of the day

Hedging:
a way of avoiding giving a direct answer or
opinion

Synonymes: uncertain, unwilling, hesitating

Usa g€: Her hedging made it clear she didn’t
want to answer.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/hedgingpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /hedz.1n/
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