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U.S. may curb student visa
processing, tighten ‘vetting’

Suhasini Haidar
Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Days after trying to ban in-
ternational students at
Harvard University, the
Trump administration ap-
pears to be slowing down
all international student vi-
sa processing and tighten-
ing requirements for inter-
national students on
campus.

According to reports by
the U.S.-based Politico and
the Bloomberg news agen-
cy, a cable sent by Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
late on Tuesday ordered
that no “visa appointment
capacity” should be added
at embassies worldwide
until arrangements for “so-
cial media screening and
vetting” are put into place.

The Hindu could not
corroborate the reports,
and the U.S. Embassy in
Delhi did not respond to
requests for a comment or
whether it had received
the cable as well.

However, Mr. Rubio had
in early April sent a cable
calling for the screening of

Marco Rubio

all social media accounts of
student applicants for U.S.
visas, especially those criti-
cal of the U.S. and its allies
such as Israel.

According to the latest
U.S. reports, Mr. Rubio or-
dered that “effective imme-
diately, in preparation for
an expansion of required
social media screening and
vetting, consular sections
should not add any addi-
tional student or exchange
visitor (F, M, and J) visa ap-
pointment capacity until
further guidance is is-
sued”, adding that a sepa-
rate cable would be sent in
the next few days. Howev-
er, it reportedly also stated
that pre-scheduled inter-
views would not be affect-
ed.

If confirmed, the cable
would mean a slowing
down of the visa issuance
process for all students or
exchange visitors to the
U.S. while embassies carry
out the checks required
and could lead to disrupt-
ing the study plans of lakhs
of Indian students apply-
ing each year.

Indians in a spot

The new checks add to
problems Indian students
already face in the U.S. af-
ter receiving deportation
notices and the cancella-
tion of their visa status ov-
er minor infractions, after
a crackdown on all interna-
tional students by the
Trump administration in
the past few months.

On Tuesday, the U.S.
Embassy in India added
new warnings that foreign
students could also end up
losing their student visas if
they “skip classes or leave
their programmes without
informing campus authori-
ties in the United States”,
urging all students to “adh-
ere to the terms” of the
documents.
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Anil Kumble to be named as

Forest, Wildlife ambassador

Former cricketer Anil Kumble will be nominated
as the Forest and Wildlife Ambassador, Forest,
Biology and Environment Minister Eshwar. B.
Khandre said on Tuesday. Mr. Khandre said Anil
Kumble is of world-class fame and will help
create awareness among the public about forest
conservation, forest development, and wildlife
conservation. “Anil Kumble has an immense
concern for wildlife. Hence, he has agreed to
become an ambassador without receiving any
remuneration,” Mr. Khandre said.




= Brand Ambassadors of Indian Government Schemes & Departments (2025)

Brand Ambassador

Amitabh Bachchan

Anil Kumble

Priyanka Chopra

Vidya Balan

Sakshi Malik

Associated Scheme/Department

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Pulse
Polio, City Compost Campaign

Forest & Wildlife Ambassador,

Karnataka

Incredible India

Samajwadi Pension Yojana,

National Sanitation Ambassador

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao

(Haryana)

Notes m)

Prominent face of cleanliness and

health campaigns.

Appointed in May 2025 for wildlife

conservation efforts.

Promotes tourism under the Incredible

India campaign.

Advocates for sanitation and women's

welfare.

Olympic medalist promoting girl child

education.



Bhawna Dehariya

Deepika Padukone

Dia Mirza

Madhuri Dixit

PV Sindhu

Nawazuddin Siddiqui

John Abraham

Shah Rukh Khan

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (Madhya
Pradesh)

Indian Psychiatric Society

Swachh Saathi (Swachh Bharat

Mission)

MAA - Mothers Absolute Affection

Central Reserve Police Force

(CRPF)

Samajwadi Kisan Bima Yojna
(Uttar Pradesh)

Arunachal Pradesh Tourism

West Bengal Tourism

Mountaineer promoting girl child

education.

Advocates for mental health

awareness.

Engages youth in cleanliness drives.

Promotes breastfeeding and maternal
health.

Represents CRPF and promotes
sports.

Supports farmers' insurance

schemes.

Promotes tourism in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Brand ambassador for West Bengal's

tourism initiatives.



Kichcha Sudeep

Ira Singhal

Neeraj Chopra

Suniel Shetty

Varun Dhawan

Alia Bhatt

MS Dhoni

Punyakoti Dattu Yojana

(Karnataka)

Department of Disability Affairs

RBI's Banking Fraud Awareness

Campaign

National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA)

Skill India Campaign

Gucci Global Brand Ambassador

Drone Start-up GARUDA
AEROSPACE

Advocates for cattle adoption

schemes.

Promotes disability rights and

inclusion.

Educates public on banking fraud

prevention.

Promotes clean sports and anti-

doping measures.

Encourages youth skill development.

First Indian global ambassador for

Gucci.

Promotes indigenous drone

technology.
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Defence Minister approves AMCA fighter jet
execution model through industry tie-up
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Defence Minister approves AMCA fighter jet
execution model through industry tie-up

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
_ Singh has approved the ex-
ecution model for the Ad-
vanced Medium Combat
Aircraft (AMCA), under
which Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) will
compete with private in-
dustry to manufacture the
indigenous fifth-generation
fighter jet. The Aeronauti-
cal Development Agency
(ADA) is set to execute the
programme through in-
dustry partnership, the De-
fence Ministry said on
Tuesday.

Speeding up the deve-
lopment and induction of
AMCA has become critical
since China has already
fielded two fifth-genera-
tion fighters and is set to
supply 40 J-35s to Pakistan.

HAL has the advantage
of experience, but they will
have to bid along with the
industry either individual-

A full-scale model of the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA)
fighter jet at Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru. MURALI KUMAR K

ly or in a consortium with
others, two defence sourc-
es independently said.
“They [HAL] will have to
fight it out,” one of the
sources added. HAL will
not be the default manu-
facturer, the other source
stated. So far, the defence
public sector undertaking
is the country’s sole manu-
facturer of fighter jets.

The AMCA project re-

ceived approval from the
Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity (CCS) in March 2024
at an approximate cost of
15,000 crore as a 25-
tonne, twin-engine stealth
aircraft.

Equal opportunity

“The execution model ap-
proach provides equal op-
portunities to both private
and public sectors on a

competitive basis. They
can bid either indepen-
dently or as joint venture
or as consortia. The entity/
bidder should be an Indian
company compliant with
the laws and regulations of
the country,” a Defence Mi-
nistry statement said on
Tuesday.

As reported by The Hin-
du earlier, the design of
AMCA is ready and the first
prototype is expected to
roll out by 202829 and
production is expected to
begin from 2032-33. The
target is to have the aircraft
ready for induction in
2034.

This is an important
step towards harnessing
the indigenous expertise,
capability and capacity to
develop the AMCA proto-
type, which will be a major
milestone towards self-re-
liance in the aerospace sec-
tor, the Ministry said, ad-
ding that ADA will shortly
issue an Expression of In-

terest (Eol) for the develop-
ment phase.

AMCA will feature an in-
ternal weapons bay and di-
verterless supersonic in-
take which has been
developed in India for the
first time with an internal
carriage of 1,500 kg of pay-
load and 5,500 kg of exter-
nal payload with 6,500 kg
of internal fuel. Officials
had stated earlier that Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed (HAL) will be the lead
production agency with
significant involvement of
the private sector to speed
up the project.

Development of AMCA
is planned to be carried
out in two phases, a Mkl
with the General Electric
F-414 engine and a Mk2
with a more powerful en-
gine planned to be co-de-
veloped in partnership
with Saran of France for
which discussions have
been under way over the
last few years.



Defence Ministry Approval

* Rajnath Singh approved the execution model for AMCA.
» To be developed by Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) in industry partnership.

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) will compete with private sector firms for the production

role.

‘X Execution Model Details
 The model allows equal bidding rights for both:
» Public sector (e.g., HAL)
» Private companies (individually or as consortiums)
» Bidder must be an Indian entity complying with national regulations.

 HAL is not guaranteed production; will have to "fight it out" competitively.



Parameter

Cost

Aircraft Type

Internal Weapons Bay

Supersonic Air Intake

Internal Fuel Capacity

External Payload

Details

215,000 crore

25-tonne, twin-engine stealth fight

1,500 kg payload

Developed indigenously (first time

6,500 kg

5,500 kg




Timeline
* Prototype rollout: Expected in 2028-29
e Production begins: 2032-33

e Induction into IAF: Targeted by 2034

@ Strategic Importance
 Counter to China's 5th-gen fighters & Pakistan's JF-17s.

» India needs indigenous stealth fighters amid rising regional threats.



“\ Engine Development

» To be developed in two phases:
1. Mk1 variant: Uses General Electric F-414 engine.

2. Mk2 variant: A new engine to be co-developed with Safran (France).




Examples of 4.5 Generation Fighters:

Aircraft Country
Dassault Rafale France
Eurofighter Typhoon UK/Europe
F/A-18E/F Super Hornet USA

Sukhoi Su-30MKI Russia/lndia
MiG-35 Russia

HAL Tejas Mk 1A India

Saab JAS 39 Gripen E/F Sweden



Examples of 5th Generation Fighters:

Aircraft Country

F-22 Raptor USA

F-35 Lightning Il USA

Sukhoi Su-57 Russia

Chengdu J-20 China

KF-21 Boramae (under dev.) South Korea (future 5th Gen)

AMCA (under dev.) India (DRDO)



Category

Stealth Capability

Avionics

Network-Centric Warfare

Maneuverability

Supercruise (Supersonic without

afterburner)

Multirole Capabilities

Cost

Radar & Sensor Tech

Combat Roles

4.5 Generation Fighters

Partial (reduced radar cross-
section, not full stealth)

Advanced avionics and radar
(AESA radar introduced)

Supported, but limited compared
to 5th gen

Super maneuverable (with thrust

vectoring in some)

Available in some models

Yes, air-to-air and air-to-ground

Relatively cheaper

AESA radar, IRST

Upgraded 4th gen roles with
enhanced capabilities

N2

5th Generation Fighters P

Full stealth design (internal weapons
bay, stealth coating)

Fully integrated avionics with sensor
fusion

Highly integrated, real-time data
sharing

Extreme agility + stealth optimized
design

Core feature in most aircraft

Yes, with superior situational
awareness

Extremely expensive
AESA + IRST + multi-sensor fusion

Designed for deep strike, stealth, and

electronic warfare
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Experiential learning: how students

can learn more effectively

The present education system remains exam-centric. Teaching focuses on providing information, and students only cultivate lower-order thinking

skills. Seudents must move beyond these basic skills to critical thinking and problem-solving

Munaswini V mar

umans are a kearning species.

Our very survival depends on

our ability to react and adapt

to situations, To thrive,
students should proactively create and
shape their worlds. The sheer scale of
learning is unprecedented in today’s
world. Children can access information at
the click of a button. Bots can teach them
concepts and clarify doubts. Conventional
schools as information disseminators
coudd become redundant in the near
future,

Yet, schools serve a purpose beyond
mere knowledge acquisition. They must
learn foundational skills of literacy and
numeracy, ves. But they must also
develop social, emotional, and aultural

Theyshouldakoleamlmm
contribute to soctety. This Is all know-how
that comes from the school environment.
It shoudd be a microcosm of the work] the
students will eventually enter.

The need for reform

At present, schools are found lacking on
most counts. Chikiren from government
and private schools receive differing
quality of education, with the majority
struggling with crumbling infrastructure,
poorly trained teachers, and an outdated
curriculum. There still exists a vast
urban-rural divide and therefore, unequal
access to resources, Laboratories,
functional toflets, potable water, and
computers continue to be problem areas
in the poorest of schools.

However, even when schools get many
things right, they remain stuck in a loop
of exams, where the value-add is minimal,
There is a need to reimagine the present

competent; it has merely helped them
pass examinations that test a narrow
range of abilities.

Moreover, children learn and
understand In different ways. They have
differing aptitudes, as Gardner's theory of
multiple intelligences (the idea that

Inelligence is not a unified ability, but
more a collection of distinct and
independent intelligences) explains, Some
children learn visually, by watching
someone and mimicking them;

learn by reading text; and others
understand and learn only when they
apply it practically by themseives, The
brain is capable of reorganising and
rewiring itself to keep learning and
develop newer skills - a concept called
neuroplasticity.

Here is where experientlal leaming
becomes useful. It offers a more
wholesome approach to teaching and
learning. As the term suggests,
experience Is key. It ks “learning by
daing,” focusing on the “how * of leaming
or the process rather than the outcome,
Experiential learning is a continuous,
lifelong process of knowledge
construction, deconstruction, and
reconstruction.

On learning

David Kolb, an educational theorist, first
developed the Experiential Leaming

Theory (ELT), with psychologists such as

Kurt Lewin, Jean Plaget, and john Dewey

Laying the groundwork.

The present education system remaing
exam-centric. Teaching focuses on
providing information, and students only
cultivate lower-order thinking skills.
These are recall and understanding, as
per the revised Bloom's taxonoay
(Bloom's taxonomy Is a hierarchy or
classification of cognitive levels and
learning objectives constructed by
Benjamin Bloom in 1956, and revised by
Lorin Anderson and David Krathwohl in
2001). Students must move beyond these
basic skills to critical thinking and
problem-solving. They must kearn to
question received information and learn
through peer relations, These capabilities
paralflel higher-order thinking skills such
as analysis, evaluation, and creation.
These levels could translate to the ability
to compare, differentiate, and lnvent.

think about and apply concepts 1o the

world they've seen around them. By
learning this way, children acquire skilis
they can apply across contexts, They
learn how to learn,

Stages of experiential learning
Individual-environment interaction is at
the core of experiential learning. This is
the dialectical tension that creates
growth. The student constructs new
knowledge by interacting with the
environment. These phases progress
cyclically as the student learns and
re-leams,

The stages of Kolb's experiential
learning cyck: are concrete experience,
reflective observation, abstract
conceptualisation and active
experimentation, These stages are
inter-linked, iterative and occurs
throughout an individual’s lifetime. Each
spiral of learning further deepens a
student’s understanding.

Through a concrete
experience/phenomenan, the students’
sensory-motor faculties are engaged, and
they grasp and assimilate information

from the environment. In the next stage,
that Is, reflective observation, students try
to understand and interpret the
Information received via the experience,
There may be a difference between their
expectations and the experience which
would lead to cognitive dissonance. This
essentially means that the new
information does not fit into their existing
mental models. In this process, belsefs do
not match the behaviour expected.

Moving on to abstract

adding

pre-existing mental models. And by dolng
80, concepts are changed or created with
new or conflicting information. In the
final stage of active experimentation, the
learner acts on the knowl received,
makes decisions, and solves problems,
This action leads to new experiences that,
In turn, reshapes cognition once again.

Implementing the model

Experiential leaming is a

teaching-learning philosophy that
comprises many pedagogical approaches.

It can be lmplemenled through a wide

range of methods. Doing experiments

refated to a specific tople and facilitating
student questions is a form of
inquiry-based learning. Teamwork
{collaborative learning) on projects and
problems helps butld a varlety of
perspectives. Interactive games, group
discussions, role-playing, and arts and
immersions through outdoor learning
and field trips are similarly very engaging
for students.

Integrating technology and having
simulations is also Instructive.

The “flipped classroom’ s a prime
example of an experiential learning setup,
Rather than have the teacher lead the
class, It places the student front and
centre. Students explore a topic a home
through reading materials and online
resources, Then the student solves the

madlermishndofpedmymahes
students take responsibility for thelr
leaming and creates meaningful
interactions and deeper learning.

Critiques and challenges
Experiential learning can lsolate the
student process from the classroom
context.

Factoes like peers, family background,
and culture also affect learning, which are
not considered.

Implementation of experiential
leamning can also be a logistical
nightmare. It requires a battalion of
resources, be it personnel, materfals, or
training, This is particularly true in the
Indian context, given the size and
diversity of students. Student readiness to
learn experientially may also be
overestimated. For example, are Class VI
students who strigggle with grade two
English comprehension ready to think
crmlyu onesize-fits-all solution is not

Howesw.r.hlsdoesmmmthm
experiential learning requires a wholesale
overhaul of the system; it can fit Into the
existing setup for a more holistic
approach. Experiential Jearning has the
potential to empower students of
different leamning styles.

Manaswini Vijayakimar is an intern at
The Hindu.



« What is Experiential Learning?
» Learning by doing, interacting, and reflecting, rather than passive intake.
» Moves beyond rote learning to critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving.

e Builds personal meaning from real-life experiences.

@  Need for Reform in Current Education System
» Current system is exam-centric and promotes lower-order thinking skills.
» Focus is on memorization, not application, innovation, or creativity.
» Widening gap between rich and poor students due to:
e Crumbling infrastructure
» Qutdated curriculum

» QOveremphasis on marks and testing



- Core Features of Experiential Learning
1. Personalized Intelligence: Not one-size-fits-all. Visual, textual, kinesthetic learning modes.
2. Learning is a continuous process: Involves experiencing, reflecting, and constructing knowledge.

3. Real-world application: Bridges gap between classroom learning and societal contribution.

< Stages of Experiential Learning (Based on Kolb's Model)
1. Concrete Experience: Doing or participating in an activity.
2. Reflective Observation: Observing and thinking about the experience.
3. Abstract Conceptualization: Drawing conclusions and learning general principles.

4. Active Experimentation: Applying what was learned to the real world.

These stages are cyclical, iterative, and interlinked.



# Tools of Experiential Learning

Inquiry-based learning: Posing questions to students.

Project-based learning: Solving real-world problems collaboratively.

Role-playing, field visits, discussions, and crafts.

Technology integration: Flipped classrooms, online simulations.

& Critiques & Challenges

Requires time, space, and resources (not always available).

Student performance in experiential models may be hard to assess with traditional exams.

Cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds affect implementation and acceptance.

In public schools, where resources are limited, experiential learning is tough to scale.



Final Takeaways

» Experiential learning helps students:
¢ Think independently
Apply concepts across domains
Retain knowledge longer
* Become emotionally and socially aware

» Should be integrated with traditional methods for balanced and effective education.
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Gulveer clinches India’s first gold

He clocks 28:38.63 with a powerful sprint in the final lap to overtake Bahrain’s Rop and Japan’s Suzuki for the top spot in 10000m; Servin begins

the country’s medal hunt by winning a bronze in 20km race walk; Tejaswin takes lead with 4205 points at the end of five events in decathlon

ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sports Bureau

lete this season so far,
Gulveer Singh conti-
nued his impressive per-
formance with the coun-
try’s first gold at the Asian
Athletics Championships,
winning the 10,000m on
the opening day of the
competition in Gumi,
South Korea, on Tuesday.
Having missed the auto-
matic qualification for Sep-
tember’s World Champion-
ships by a mere 22 micro
seconds, Gulveer had
aimed to finish on top and
go under 27 minutes at the
Asians but the hot condi-
tions meant he could only
manage one of the two.
The result, however,
would be useful in improv-

l ndia’s best track ath-

ing his world ranking and
chances to qualify for the
Worlds. August 24 is the
qualification cut-off date.
Gulveer has already quali-
fied in the 5000m.

Gulveer clocked
28:38.63 with a powerful
sprint in the final lap to
overtake Bahrain’s Albert
Rop and Mebuki Suzuki of
Japan for the top spot and
his maiden international
gold. Sawan Barwal fin-
ished fourth in 28:50.53.

“Irrespective of the
time, the main goal was to
finish first. I'm happy to
successfully implement my
race strategy. The gold will
definitely improve my
world ranking and chances
to qualify for the World
Championships,” Gulveer
said after the race.

India’s medal hunt be-
gan in the morning session
with Servin Sebastian win-

ning bronze in the 20km
race walk.

The 26-year-old clocked
a personal best of
1:21:13.90 for his maiden
international medal. Amit
finished a creditable
fourth.

Other Indians in action
also stayed in contention
by advancing to the finals
of their respective events —
Yoonus Shah in the 1500m,
Sarvesh Kushare in high
jump, T.K Vishal in the
400m and Rupal Chaud-
hary and Vithya Ramraj in
the women’s 400m.

However, Jay Kumar was
placed fourth to miss out
on the 400m semis and
Annu Rani managed a best
throw of 58.30m to finish
fourth in women’s javelin.

In the decathlon, Tejas-
win Shankar was on top
with 4205 points after five
events.

Triumph to cherish: Gulveer celebrates his maiden intemational gold. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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India's Honey Production Growth (2013-2024)

125000

72500
2013

Initial production range in 2013 ©
2024

Current production level in 2024




Beekeeping advancements

Beekeeping Beekeeping
Integration Improvements
Combining Floral diversity,
beekeeping with training, and hive

other agricultural technology

practices advancements



Honey Production and Export: India vs. China

e - | SR e Top Producer &
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* The 2025 Breakthrough Prize in
Fundamental Physics has been awarded to
major experimental teams at CERN—ATLAS,
CMS, ALICE, and LHCb—based on their
findings from the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) Run-2 data (2015-2024).




LHC Experiment Achievements

ALICE ATLAS CMS
ALICE experiment at ATLAS experiment at CMS experiment at
CERN, honored for CERN, awarded for CERN, recognized
advancing heavy-ion groundbreaking for significant

physics. discoveries. contributions to

physics.




Physics Nobel Prize Contributions

Beyond Standard
Model

Research of physics beyond
standard model.

Matter-Antimatter
Asymmetry

Studies about Matter-
Antimatter asymmetry in
universe.

9,
A

Higgs Boson

Discovery and research about
Higgs boson.

Quark-Gluon Plasma

Research and study of
Quark-Gluon Plasma.



CERN Contributions

Detector R&D Data analysis Computing Manpower
Research and Analyzing collected Gf'd tra"“ng
development of data for insights Global network for Training individuals

detectors data processing for skilled labor



Large Hadron Collider (LHC)

~

(
The LHC is the world’s most

powerful particle accelerator
used to probe the
fundamental structure of
matter. V
J

.




LHC Key Aspects

27-km ring,
. Structure superconducting

dipole magnets:

|
d "




International science

Strengthens international
science diplomacy

Progress in theories

Essential for progress in
quantum field theory

LHC Significance

Higgs boson
confirmation

Confirmed the existence of
Higgs boson

Early universe study

Enabled study of early
universe conditions



Word of the day

Voluble:

marked by a ready flow of speech

Synonyms: articulateness, fluency

U SAge: She is an extremely voluble young
woman who engages in soliloquies not
conversations.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/volublepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: vol.ju.bsl/
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