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Petrol, diesel excise duty cut; prices won't drop

Centre reduces duty on petrol, diesel by €0 per
Hiere each, ways the move won't lower fuel prices
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Finalising India-U.S. trade
deal not far-off, but some
gaps remain: U.S. official
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Petrol, diesel excise duty cut; prices won’t drop

Centre reduces duty on petrol, diesel by 10 per
litre each, says the move won't lower fuel prices

NEW DELHI

he Union govern-

ment on Thursday

reduced the Spe-
cial Additional Excise Duty
(SAED) on petrol and die-
sel by ¥10 per litre each, ef-
fectively bringing the duty
on diesel to zero and on
petrol to ¥3/litre. The move
will not, however, translate
into lower fuel prices for
consumers,

Instead, the govern-
ment said the duty cut -
implemented through a
notification by the Ministry
of Finance — was aimed at
reducing the fiscal hit that
oil marketing companies
are absorbing due to high
and rising oil prices.

In response to a ques-
tion from The Hindu at an
inter-ministerial press
briefing, Chairman of the
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
Vivek Chaturvedi said that
the reduction in excise du-
ty is expected to cost the
exchequer 7,000 crore
over the next 15 days.

“The excise reduction is
not being passed on as a
price cut at the pump,” the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas said in a state-

It says the cut aims at easing the fiscal hit on oil
marketing companies due to rising oil prices

Fiscal cushion

Government cuts excise duty on fuel to ease OMC losses, but consumers see no relief at pumps

V. "

Uttar Pradesh, on Friday,

Fuel rush: Long queues seen at a petrol pump in Prayagraj,

® Oil marketing
companies (OMCs) will
not pass on excise cuts
to consumers, govt, 5ays

® The purpose of the
cuts is to reduce the
losses OMCs

are facing

8 Govt, estimates these
losses to be 32,400 crore
aday

® Govt's net revenue loss
due to tax cuts expected
at around ¥5,500 crore
per 15 days

® Private sector OMC
Nayara Energy has raised
petrol and diesel prices

Commercial LPG
allocation raised
by another 20%

NEW DELHI

Offering respite to commercial
entities seeking supplies of
LPG, the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas called for
increased allocation of the
hydrocarbon gas to States and
UT.s by another 2085, taking
the total allocation of
commercial LPG to 70% of the
pre-crisis levels. The latest
allocation seeks to accord
pricrity to sectors where piped
natural gas may not serve as
an altemative. » PAGE 13

Trump delays
strikes on Iran
till April 6

U.S. President Donald Trump
on Thursday said he is pausing
any strike on Iran's power
plants until April 6 and added
that “talks” with the Islamic
Republic are going “very well",
“I am pausing the period of
Energy Plant destruction by 10
Days to Monday, April 6, 2026,
at 8 PM., Eastern Time. Talks
are ongoing and they are going
very well," he wrote in a social
media post. His earlier paused
strikes by five days, till this
Friday. » PAGE 14

Minister Hardeep Puri dismisses rumours of a
lockdown due to fuel crisis as ‘completely false’

Modi calls for
team effort to
tackle crunch

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday, At a meeting with
CMs, stressed coordination
between the Centre and the
States to overcome the supply
chain crisis engendered by the
war in West Asia. Recalling the
‘collective response’ during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Prime
Minister called for a “Team
India” effort to ensure supply
of fuel and fertilizers, and
crackdown on hoarders and
rumour-mongers. » PAGE 3

ment. “Instead, it directly
reduces the under-recover-
ies being absorbed by pu-
blic sector oil marketing
companies (OMCs) - I0CL,
BPCL, HPCL - who have
continued to supply fuel to
Indian consumers at prices
well below their cost of
supply.”

At the same time, the go-
vernment hiked the export
duties on diesel to ¥21.5
per litre, and on ATF to
¥29.5 per litre. Mr. Chatur-
vedi said the government
expects to add 1,500
crore to the exchequer

through these hikes, which
would mitigate some of the
impact of the excise duty
cuts on domestic petrol
and diesel. The net change
on Central revenues from
all the changes will be
5,500 crore over 15 days,
he added.

Unpredictable situation
The CBIC will review these
rates on a fortnightly basis.
“The situation is dynamic;
it is not business as usual
where there is a certain
predictability,” Mr. Chatur-
vedi said. “Any implication

on that [revenues] will
have to factor in the actual
supplies of goods coming
into the country. Even
within & limited period of a
fortnight, the department
will also have to look at
supplies before coming up
with a realistic implication
as far as the revenue is
concerned.”

The West Asian con-
flict’s impact on the sea-
borne energy trade had
pushed Brent crude fu-
tures to more than $111 per
barrel on Friday evening,.

Union Petroleum Minis-

ter Hardeep Singh Puri
shut down rumours about
a potential lockdown due
to the fuel crisis as “com-
pletely false”. In a social
media post, he said: “Let
me state this clearly, there
is no such proposal under
consideration by the Go-
vernment of India.”

He noted that the go-
vernment has taken a huge
hit on taxation revenues
through the excise duty re-
duction. There is little clar-
ity, however, on the quan-
tum of losses faced by
state-run OMCs. According

to Mr. Puri, at the current
international prices of
crude, OMC losses stand at
approximately ¥24 per litre
for petrol and 230 a litre
for diesel.

Private OMCs hike price
According to his Ministry’s
statement later in the day,
the oil marketing compa-
nies face under-recoveries
of about ¥26 for every litre
of petrol and ¥81.90 per
litre of diesel, adding that
this works out to about
¥2,400 crore of under-re-
coveries being absorbed by

the OMCs every day.

While public sector
OMCs are currently hold-
ing fuel prices level despite
the spiralling global prices,
some private firms are be-
ginning to pass on their
higher input costs to
consumers.

On Thursday, privately-
owned Nayara Energy in-
creased petrol prices by 33
per litre and diesel by ¥5
per litre, citing the “unpre-
cedented challenges in the
industry, impacting several
aspects of fuel disruption
and availability”.



> Commercial LPG allocation
to states increased from 50%
to 70% of pre-war demand to
meet industrial requirements

> India and Russia set

to resume direct sales of
liquefied natural gas for the
first time since the start of the
Ukraine war, say sources

> Sensex tanks 1,690pts, over
2%, to settle at 73,583. Nifty
drops 487pts to end at 22,820.
38.9 lakh crore of investor
wealth wiped out on Friday

» Global markets too
continued to slide. The Brent
crude oil benchmark stood
around $111, having risen more
than 50% since war began

COMMERCIAL LPG ALLOCATION AT 70% OF DEMAND

> India’s forex reserves drop |
by $11.4 billion to $698.5bn

in week ended March 20 due
to sharp decrease in gold
reserves, says RBI. In week
ended Feb 27, before war
began, the kitty was at
all-time high of $728.5bn

> Pro-Iran hacking group

claims to have breached FBI
director Kash Patel’s personal |
email inbox, posting some of |
his personal info, photographs [S
and financial data online

> Three children of a family
drown in Saryu in Bihar's
Saran after stopping for a
drink while cutting firewood
as LPG had run out at home

LocaIs joméd family, fnehds and
colleagues for the funeral of captain

Baseless rumours are being spread, and
anything is being said just to create fear in
the minds of the public. Where is this lockdown

> happening? It is happening in Pakistan, not India
\ *& —Nirmala Sitharaman | FINANCE MINISTER

Rakesh Ranjan Singh in Biharsharif,
Nalanda, on Friday. Singh, 47,

died after suffering a heart attack
onboard a ship stranded in the
Strait of Hormuz



The Union Government reduced the Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED) on petrol
and diesel by X10 per litre each, effective immediately through a Ministry of Finance
notification.

g WPBR A Ugiet 31K Siotel W faQry 31fdfierd 3cre ¢feh (SAED) # 10 Ufd wilex &l el b, it
feret WiTera &1 SERgEAT & AT H I debTel T g8 |

This cut brings the excise duty on diesel to zero and reduces petrol excise duty to X3
per litre, but prices at the pump remain unchanged.

S B! A SISl TR 3cUTE oeh 2 &1 AT 3R Ugiel W) X3 U oiiex 38 T, oifeh 99 uR biAd
gfafdd el

Rising global crude prices (Brent crude above $111/barrel) have put severe pressure on
Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) — IOCL, BPCL, HPCL.

el dfedes e det bl bIHdl (s e $111/eRel A FW) A dd faguE Huf4ai (OMC) — IOCL,
BPCL, HPCL W ¥R Z&Td STAT 2

The West Asian conflict has disrupted seaborne energy trade, pushing crude prices to
multi-year highs.

gfegH gferar e 3 HYel FHo1f ATUR I anfeid b &, fo™) el det bl I dg-asia 3o TR W
EEERIEE]

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri dismissed rumours of a fuel-crisis-
linked lockdown as "completely false."

et ggiferam w3l &R g QI A SUA Habe A S8 @lde13 bl 3TthdTal Bl "J3I ave 3" FardT|



Financial Impact

Excise reduction to cost the exchequer X7,000 crore over 15 days.

3TE e et A 15 feAT H TRBRY Wt Bl X7,000 RIS BT JHHM BT

Net revenue loss from all tax changes: approximately 5,500 crore per 15 days.

It B IR F Qg IS 8IfH: o7 X 5,500 BT Hfd 15 & |

Government estimated OMC losses at 2,400 crore per day.

IWBR T OMC B 817 2,400 e wfd f&T 31meh |

Under-recoveries per litre: X26 for petrol, X81.90 for diesel (per private sector OMC
data).

gfd aflex 37e3-Repadl: Ugid iR 26, Ei5Tal IR X81.90 (St & OMC 214 317HR) |

Current OMC losses at international crude prices: ~X24/litre petrol, X30/litre diesel
(public OMCs).

IARTENT B a0 Bl dIFdl IR adHT OMC &1fF: ~X24 [cf1er Ugld, X30/ceR Siotet (FTdaifAd
OMCO) |



4. Simultaneous Countermeasures

e Government hiked export duties on diesel to X21.5/litre and ATF to X29.5/litre.
o IWHR A EoTd R ffd g I21.5/citeR 31K ATF R X29.5/ci I g8l

» Government expects X1,500 crore additional revenue from export duty hikes.

o IWBR B! AT e gfig A 1,500 a1 tfaRerd o1 i b1 3FIE |

5. CBIC's Stance

« CBIC Chairman Vivek Chaturvedi stated rates will be reviewed fortnightly.
o CBIC 318 fdaes Tqdcl  eal fd <3 &Y urfares qHtar bl St |

e (Called the situation "dynamic" — not business as usual with certain predictability.

o fEfd P "fdeita" sarar — fAfead qafgam & Jrer A= IR & |

6. Private Sector Response
« Nayara Energy (privately owned) raised petrol by X3/litre and diesel by X5/litre.
o ARRT TS (RS Wific) 3 Uered X 3/eteR 3R Siotal X 5/dter 8|
» (Cited "unprecedented challenges" in the industry affecting supply and availability.
o 3UMH "3 AYd FAMqAN" BT gaTaT feam i 3myfe 3iR 3ucreerdr o gTfad o &l 2|



7. Commercial LPG Allocation

e Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas raised commercial LPG allocation to States/UTs
by 20%.

o UIfeaH 3R UTdhlded 1 HAT A I3l /bamid gel &l a1fuifie LPG 31rded 20% |
» Total commercial LPG allocation raised to 70% of pre-crisis levels.

o P dIUIfUs LPG 31T Hebe-Yd TRl @b 70% ddb GeTaT 7T |

e Priority given to sectors where piped natural gas is not available.

o UISE UTpfdeh I 3UcTed] 7 8l dTet 8131 bl YTAfHepdT & TS |

8. West Asia Conflict Angle

e Brent crude pushed above $111/barrel due to the West Asian conflict disrupting
seaborne energy trade.

o UfeTH YT Here o BRUT HHGT Holl ATIR d1fed &1 4 8¢ 58 $111 /R F HWR ygd|

o U.S. President Trump paused strikes on Iran's power plants until April 6, with talks
described as going "very well."

o 3R IgUfd 27 ER1 o faSTelt HIAT IR gHeAl bl 6 3T8eT db IebT; aTdi "ggd 38" Jdrs TS |



» Indiahas along history of administered fuel pricing under the Administered Price
Mechanism (APM), which was largely dismantled between 2002-2010.

o YRAd A 9fHd e dF (APM) & dgd suH Hed (uRor 1w sfder 2, o gead: 2002-2010 %
e a1 febar |

» Petrol was fully deregulated in June 2010; diesel deregulation came in October 2014.
o UZIA PI S[H 2010 H g3t are fafFafza fosar mam; Stotet &1 fa {30t srerzer 2014 H g3

» Despite deregulation, public OMCs have historically not revised prices freely due to

political and social pressures.

o faf3i=o1 & qrasie, ArdsifAe OMC A IS ded 3R ATHISIE ZaTdi & HRUT AT B I HIHdl b
W BU A FeNferd Te fasa|

Before vs Now

Aspect Before Now

SAED on Diesel Positive (taxable) Zero

SAED on Petrol Higher I3/litre

Price at Pump Unchanged Unchanged

OMC Losses Accumulating Partially cushioned

Brent Crude Moderate $111+/barrel



Constitutional and Legal Framework

« Entry 84, Union List (Schedule VII): Excise duties on petroleum products — exclusive
domain of Parliament.

o Tffe 84, Ho gt (ATddT 3E): ISHETH IUTRT TR IATE och — HHS BT Ay &1 |

» Article 265: No tax shall be levied or collected except by authority of law — basis for all
tax notifications.

o 37ITSC 265: BT &b UIHBR &b AT BIS B A8l AT AT Ueho febaT ST — FHt R 3TEgRAT3I b
TR

e GST Constitutional Amendment (101st Amendment Act, 2016): Petroleum products
(crude oil, petrol, diesel, ATF, natural gas) are kept OUTSIDE GST framework currently.

e GST ddurAe Ty (101a7 T 3rfufaad, 2016): USfaad 3d1e (BT dd, U2, Sioid, ATF,
UThfdd 1199) adaH § GST i ¥ eI IW MY B |

o Article 279A: GST Council may include petroleum products in GST — but not yet done.

o 37E 279A: GST RS UgIfciad 3cTal B GST H M &R bl & — aifds 30} dep A&l fasa
7|



Key Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs)

OMC Full Name Type

IOCL Indian Oil Corporation Limited Public Sector (Maharatna)
BPCL Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited Public Sector (Maharatna)
HPCL Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited Public Sector (Maharatna)
Nayara Energy Formerly Essar Oil Private Sector

Important Reports and Committees

e Kirit Parikh Committee (2013) — recommended roadmap for diesel deregulation.

o fodte uri@ Afafd (2013) — Stotet fafFa=01 & feg AsHT Bl fABIR BT |

 Rangarajan Committee — on pricing of petroleum products.

o RIS AfHfd — UfeigH Icamel 6l goa FAuRor o)

» Vijay Kelkar Committee — on fiscal consolidation; recommended reducing fuel
subsidies.

o fIoTg Feaa Ifufa — TSTRINTT BT U3; SU- Afeds &H B b fTBIRI B



Exam Year Question Theme Relevance to Current Topic
UPSC CSE 2022 Questions on GST and petroleum Direct — petroleum outside GST
Prelims products exclusion isarecurring theme

UPSC CSE 2019 Administered Price Mechanism and Historical context of current
Prelims fuel deregulation pricing crisis

UPSC CSE GS 2021 India's energy security and import Directly relevant to West Asia
Paper 3 dependence crisis angle

UPSC CSE GS 2020 Role of PSUs in Indian economy OMC as Maharatna PSUs —
Paper 3 governance angle

UPSC CSE 2018 Brent Crude vs WTI — benchmark Prelims static fact

Prelims differences

State PCS 2022~ Excise duty structure on fuels; Centre-  Fiscal federalism; petroleum
(Various) 23 State revenue sharing outside divisible pool

SSC CGL 2023 CBIC full form and functions Direct fact from this article



Delhi High Court Judgment: Second Wife
Pension Case




Aspect

Case Title

Court

Core Issue

Key Ruling

Legal Principle

Details (English)

Second Wife Not Eligible for
Pension

Delhi High Court

Whether second wife can claim
family pension

Second wife is NOT entitled if
marriage is void

Pension depends on valid legal
marriage

AR Hindi)
FETEETE BE S S5HS PR SOR

% &oT \aTEraT

S BYRE S ESERENE B S 39 ohH
SUGS %W

SUR

BES B BRI FHT SUcE W




Point

English Explanation

FRcwldRd

Validity of Marriage

Marriage during subsistence of
first marriage is void

IR W

Eligibility for Pension

Only legally wedded spouse is
eligible

ST RS T T B €6
UBER

~

After Death of First Wife

Second marriage does NOT
become valid automatically

FETHL ST

Pension Rights

Pension remains with lawful
widow only

=2

~

Children Rights

Children may get limited
benefits

N EHET G Sokh T G5 B0




Law / Provision

Hindu Marriage Act,
1955

Army Pension
Regulations, 1961

Bigamy Law (IPC
Section 494)

English

Second marriage during
lifetime of spouse is void

Pension governed strictly
by service rules

Second marriage is
punishable offense

Hindi

TEAS G 55 TKS
PRI BIER AR

TES TEBIRTATEH
I

SPTE0T - Sgd]
2 FEER OFf




< Background of Case | HTH® &t JS5HfA

Aspect English

Petitioner Claim Woman claimed to be widow of army personnel
Argument She was unaware of first marriage

Reality Found First marriage was still valid

Outcome Pension given to first wife/legal widow

ul Important Exam Facts [ GR1&iT & i€ Agaqul d2a

Fact English

Bigamy Status lllegal under Hindu law

Void Marriage Meaning No legal recognition from start
Pension Nature Statutory benefit, not a right for all
Widow Definition Only legally married wife

Children from Void Marriage Considered legitimate (Section 16

HMA)

Hindi

AigeT A e B b B ut gdrn
3 UgdT el il AHRY gt oft
Ugait et def oft

9o Ugd! Uil bl fHait

Hindi

fég a1 A arde
B3 F & M=

denfaes o1, Wit F fag sifeieR T8t
Fad fafeie gt

g Y AT /AT AT 8



Question:
Which of the following statements is/are
correct regarding family pension eligibility?

Second wife is eligible for pension if first wife
dies later

Marriage during subsistence of first marriage is
void

Children from void marriage are illegitimate




US Dollar Notes to Carry
Trump Signature



News

Country

Authority

Significance

US dollar notes to carry Donald Trump's signature for first time

Ugd! gR 3R STelR A1) IR SHTes ¢U & g&der gt

United States
TG 5T AARBT
US Treasury Department

3Rt gt favmt

First instance of sitting President’s signature on currency

UEd! IR TdHM Isgufd & EXATGR HGl TR

- Historical Context / Rfdgifae gsyfa

Aspect

Traditional Practice

Change Introduced

Reason

Nature of Change

Explanation (English + Hindi)

Currency carries signatures of Treasury Secretary & Treasurer only

HeT W ae ¢t Ffad 3R $51R & g&1er g &

Inclusion of President'’s signature marks institutional shift
Isgufd &b EXATER TR dcolTd B gorfd &

Linked to 250th anniversary of US independence (2026)
2026 # ARt Td=ar B 250d a¥iris & S5ar

Symbolic, not functional change
I UdlpTIcH® ST &, BRITcHD Tl




Fact

US Dollar Status

Currency Authority

Design Control

Signature Rule

US Independence

Explanation (English + Hindi)

World's primary reserve currency (~58-60% global reserves)

faea &t U 3Rfeid Hal (~58-60%)

Issued by Federal Reserve System

Hed Ra7d HoTel gRT -

Managed by Bureau of Engraving and Printing

Traditionally 2 signatures (Treasury Sec. + Treasurer)
TRURNTd ®T F 2 EE18R

1776 (Declaration of Independence)
1776 A Td=dl 8yoT




BT Y, b 10 89538A
=) -
OV EEEEW _SESEREPIELELANESS

fERis I NN SEyas

4201133370 { :
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Breaking Down the Symbols on the U.S. Dollar

An unfinished pyramid of 13 rows
symbolizes strength and duration

i~ f % L x7

THI | UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

| L)ll S

LDl B

The first row reads "1776" in Roman | The Great Seal contains the American
numerals and the banner below reads eagle flying free, holding 13 arrows of
"Novus Ordo Seclorum” which means war in its non-dominant left talon and

"A New Order of the Ages" an olive branch for peace

@) the balance



Denomination

s1

$2

S5

$10

$20

$50

$100

President (English + Hindi)

George Washington sl AR T

Thomas Jefferson caXde 318G ®

Abraham Lincoln 2 ORI ZEE ©

Alexander Hamilton (Not
President) ? B8l UGERRT®
(SFHFH SUy

Andrew Jackson SHFFETHS

Ulysses S. Grant JBRPG G S¢. W

Benjamin Franklin (Not President)

Key Facts (English + Hindi)

1st US President; Founding Father

3rd President; Author of
Declaration of Independence
Sehied GBI 538 S

AL <

16th President; Abolished slavery
<G ST G S8

1st Treasury Secretary; exception

case TURBRIY 8o
7th President; controversial figure

18th President; Civil War General

Scientist, diplomat; Founding
Father EBFS , TEF SIS



Denomination

¥10

%20

%50

%100

%200

%500

%2000 (discontinued printing)

Picture (English + Hindi)

Mahatma Gandhi U Ucig

Mahatma Gandhi IR U¥e
Mahatma Gandhi VIR T UKe
Mahatma Gandhi TR T U
Mahatma Gandhi IR T U
Mahatma Gandhi TR U
Mahatma Gandhi IR U¥e

Theme / Back Side (English +
Hindi)

Konark Sun Temple SERdss %l
& 23]

Ellora Caves S&Eiendst
Hampi Stone Chariot Uisg ¢
Rani ki Vav e S& 3667
Sanchi Stupa ooite OF

Red Fort TR %5 T
Mangalyaan T@3aEs




Letter Represents

K Konark (210)

E Ellora (220)

H Hampi (250)

R Rani ki Vav (2100)

S Sanchi (2200)

R Red Fort (2500)

M Mangalyaan (2000)

Line to remember:
“Keh Raha Sarkaari Money"” &

(PE TET APBRI At > KEHRSaRM)



Gruh Sugam Portal — Digital Housing
Loan Access



Aspect

News

Launched By

Target Group

Objective

Details (English + Hindi)

Gruh Sugam Portal launched to enhance digital housing
loan accessIWEf\'l?W & A o T USAd 58 GFIRd
[ 5Hes OgreES

National Housing Bank (NHB) ST © 35k 6 (NHB)

Defence, paramilitary & government employees %ieg,
RTIRS [T SHGHUSIR ST

Promote affordable housing & financial inclusion
’g Oddlee © 6 53%9@*{%5 S5 0 Sd>8




Aspect

NHB Role

Regulatory Control

Establishment

Parent Objective

Explanation (English + Hindi)

Apex housing finance institution in India
WA @t oy mar faw wzen

Regulated by RBI (since 2019)
2019 & RBI & JHarfd

Established in 1988 under NHB Act, 1987
1988 H FRATUAT

Promote housing finance institutions

3raTy faw dzemEl &1 derar

« Objectives & Significance / 3223 3R Aga

Aspect

Digital Lending

Accessibility

Transparency

Financial Inclusion

Explanation (English + Hindi)

Promotes end-to-end digital loan processing

gof fEfsiea o1 ufdsan &1 ggrar

Helps personnel in remote areas

G2 &7 ! dTa wfral B @

Reduces procedural delays and corruption

wfesar & yreferar 3k 3 & &t

Expands access to formal credit system

3uenfias 0T YOI db Ugd aaral

N

/ Key Features | W fadraamd

Feature Explanation (English + Hindi)

Digital Marketplace Compare loan offers from multiple lenders
&¢ d & w1 fdaeay & gan

Unified Platform Single portal for application & processing
e 3z ufban &g vas wewid

Integration Linked with banks and financial institutions
det 3 fadta dem=t & a1

Grievance Redressal Online complaint mechanism available
m fetesrara fRarur

Chat Support Instant query resolution via chat
de & wream & @fia amen

™ Digital Process | fafsie wfssar

Aspect Explanation (English + Hindi)

Minimal Data Entry Only basic details required initially
R | RATH SR AaaH

Loan Matching Data shared with lenders for offers
worerarst J sife? urg

Comparison Facility Users choose best loan option
IuANTEHAl Fatan faee g &

Time Reduction Faster processing vs traditional system
URYRE JoTE! | dst



Operation Urja Suraksha — India’s
Energy Security Mission



Aspect Details (English + Hindi)

News Operation Urja Suraksha launched by Indian Navy to secure energy shipments

WIRATS AT gRT Ha11 3TYfd J&T 2 ATARR0A Hafl TR&M AS

Region Strait of Hormuz (West Asia)
s stergnsney (ufeaw gferan)
Objective Ensure safe transit of India-bound energy supplies
WIRd 31 areit Ha11 3mgfe ot JRferd smarsmgt
Resources Covered LNG, LPG, crude oil
TAQASA, Tedlsit, &l ad

@ Strategic Importance | J0THIfd® A
Aspect Explanation (English + Hindi)

Global Chokepoint Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil trade
T At ATIR BT AT 20% AT A TRAT &

Location Link Connects Persian Gulf to Arabian Sea
BRY B! TS B 37F AR A ST 2
India Dependence India imports ~85% of crude oil
HRdA ~85% dd 1ATd BT &
Energy Security Any disruption directly affects economy

aren A sreferazen yifaa



—_———— - - -

Aspect Explanation (English + Hindi)

Ships Identified 22 vessels, including 20 high-priority ships
22 sigrs, f5d 20 3= wefiaar

Warship Deployment Destroyers and frigates deployed
faedwe 3k fipite dama

Escort Role Naval ships escort energy carriers
AR STETst FHa1t STETsi B R4 3a €

Examples Ships like Shivalik, Nanda Devi involved

fRrarfeies, ey at S sterst enfie

! Risk Management & Security

Aspect Explanation (English + Hindi)

Threats Mines, geopolitical tensions, attacks

WM, Y-I5rHIfae dama, gHa

Hydrographic Support Mapping seabed for safe navigation
gl Arf &1 AEfaFo

Real-Time Guidance Navigation instructions to ships
STETsi! @ Anfgefa

Layered Security Escort beyond chokepoint

YE-FANT FREN FaRA



Consider the following statements:

Strait of Hormuz connects the Arabian Sea to
the Red Sea

Operation Urja Suraksha is aimed at securing
India’s energy shipments

Indian Navy uses hydrographic charts for safe
navigation




lIM Kozhikode in QS Top
100 Rankings 2026



News IIM Kozhikode enters QS World University Rankings Top 100 (by subject)
IIM Bifgidts QS faa Wb (fdwa 3raR) 2o 100 # enfie

Institution Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode (lIM-K)
WIRAT vae JH BifEeE

Year QS Rankings 2026
QS ¥ 2026

Significance First time entry into global Top 100
Ugdt aR dfeds efq 100 & wder

© About QS World University Rankings

Aspect Explanation (English + Hindi)

Publisher Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), UK-based agency
FATEA! AgHEH (b neria Hwem)

Frequency Published annually
afies ®9 & Rt

Coverage Global universities across disciplines
dfeas facafdenal &1 HraicA

Purpose Measure academic excellence and global reputation

deifies Ipeedr &1 A



Parameter

Academic Reputation

Employer Reputation

Research Output

Faculty Quality

Global Engagement

Explanation (English + Hindi)

Perception among academics worldwide

feds fagnfasct &

Employability of graduates
AR &Hal

Publications and citations
ofter w1 3 3G

Faculty-student ratio

felares -1 srqumd

International students & collaborations

AR yriierRt

== India’'s Performance in QS Rankings 2026

Aspect

New Entries

Global Position

Top Performers

Improvement Trend

Explanation (English + Hindi)

120+ Indian institutions entered rankings

120+ YRATT Term onfie

India among top countries in new entrants
¢ waer ¥ wrq oftef e i

IITs, lIMs, lISc leading
IIT, IIM, 1ISc 3muft

Continuous rise in global ranking presence

dfeass I A JER

Aspect

1IM Kozhikode

IIM Ahmedabad

IIT ISM Dhanbad

Sector Impact

ul Important Exam Facts

Fact

QS vs THE

NIRF (India)

IIM System

Global Competition

Explanation (English + Hindi)

Entered Top 100 in management discipline
e &4 ® 219 100

Among top global business schools (~Top 25)
offd 25 # zem

Strong ranking in mining engineering

A gIAGRT A ISP

Boost to India’s higher education reputation
WA @1 i wiassT # gfg

Explanation (English + Hindi)

QS focuses more on reputation; THE on research & teaching
QS wfassT u? Hfeas, THE oy W’

National ranking by Ministry of Education

W &Y gt b

Autonomous institutions under MoE
Wad J:@m

Dominated by US & UK universities
IRBT-G&H BT A



Consider the following statements:
QS rankings are published by a UK-based
organisation

QS rankings primarily evaluate universities
based on academic and employer reputation

NIRF is a global ranking system




IPL returns: Bigger than ever

Amid the West Asia war, upcoming state elections and the euphoria surrounding
Dhurandhar 2, India’s summer cricket carnival — the IPL - is all set to dominate prime-
time space, again. Season 19 will witness 84 matches across 13 venues between March 28
and May 31. Ankit Pattnaik takes a look at the business numbers, stats and facts.

BIZ STATS 2025 VIEWERSHIP
2 viewers tuned in across TV & digital;
® Total IPL biz value: 1 bn 620 mn on digital platforms alone

1106 L CI' views and 384.6 bn

($18.5 billion) N 23 1 bn minutes of watch time
on digital streaming
m Highest valued

franchise: n ———— AD PROJECTIONS
RCB at o - LG

Z1.78 bn -ﬁ 2 '\ ST m Total ad revenue is
(around . , @ IRk projected to reach
216,660 S r ) ,} \ 27,500-8,000 cr,

cr). With
$1.63 bn
(¥15,000-%16,300 AT ® Influencer marketing is
¢r), Rajasthan Royals Oy likely to touch 2700 cr.
sits in the second spot Wt g e FMCG brands lead with
32% share of tie-ups

growing by 10-15%

= Y-o0-Y growth: - -
Franchise values have ;7’ ':sgggrgﬁzzdgf"
surged roughly 25x P

since inception > IPL 2026

STATS & TRIVIA

= New rule: Ball to be changed in
10th over to help bowlers combat i2502 cr
the ‘dew factor'in night games Aussie all-rounder Cameron

m Star trade: Sanju Samson was Green bought by KKR, became
traded to CSK from RR, while the most expensive overseas
Ravindra Jadeja reunited with RR buy in league’s history .

u All-Indian affair: For the 1st- Miand CSK have /¢
time ever, all teams are starting won the title five §
the season with Indian captains times each
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Word of the day

Clandestine:
conducted with or marked by hidden aims or
methods

Synonymes: secret, covert, private

Usage: They held a clandestine meeting late
at night.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/clandestine

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kleendestin/

Word of the day

Beatific:
experiencing or bestowing celestial joy

Synonyms: serene, cheerful, ecstatic

Usa g€ She gave a beatific smile after hearing
the good news.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/beatific

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bi:stifik/

e
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