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Topic Key facts from news / खबर के मुख्य तथ्य Extra exam points / अततररक्त परीक्षा तथ्य

FTA basics / FTA आधार India–EU FTA aims deep tariff cuts + services 
access / टैररफ कटौती + सेवाओ ंमें पहुुँच

FTA is an exception to WTO MFN when it covers 
“substantially all trade” (Goods: GATT Art. XXIV, 
Services: GATS Art. V) / WTO-MFN का अपवाद: GATT 
XXIV, GATS V।

Tariff lines vs trade value / 
टैररफ लाइन बनाम टे्रड वैल्यू

Figures quoted as % of tariff lines and % of 
trade value / टैररफ लाइन्स व टे्रड वैल्यू दोनों 
में %

“Tariff line” = product category at HS code level; trade 
value share can be higher even if tariff lines share 
lower / HS कोड-आधाररत कैटेगरी; वैल्य-ूशेयर अलग 
हो सकता है।

CBAM / काबबन बॉडबर टैक्स Dialogue on carbon border tax / CBAM पर 
संवाद

EU CBAM: transitional reporting from Oct 2023, 
financial levy from 2026; goal = prevent carbon 
leakage / 2023-25 ररपोर्टिंग; 2026 से शुल्क।

GI (Geographical Indications) 
/ भौगोललक संकेतक

News says GI agreement not included in 
package / GI समझौता पैकेज में नहीं

GI protection is under WTO TRIPS; UPSC has asked GI-
Act linked to WTO obligations / GI-TRIPS (WTO) से 
जुडा; UPSC PYQ मौजूद

Services & mobility / सेवाएुँ व
मोबबललटी

Commitments across many services sub-
sectors / अनेक सेवा उप-के्षत्र

For Prelims: distinguish Mode-1/2/3/4 (Cross-border, 
Consumption abroad, Commercial presence, 
Movement of natural persons) / GATS के 4 modes 
याद रखें।

Semicon strategy / 
सेमीकंडक्टर रणनीतत

Focus on integration + standards alignment / 
इंटीगे्रशन + मानक

“Heterogeneous integration” + conformity 
assessment/standards can reduce re-certification 
frictions / स्टैंडडब-अलाइनमेंट से कॉस्ट/डडले घटत ेहैं।

Risks / जोखखम
Sensitive sectors excluded; sustainability 
chapter contested / संवेदनशील सेक्टर बाहर; 
सस्टेनेबबललटी वववाद

FTAs often raise questions on data flows, labour, 
environment, govt procurement, ISDS—what’s in vs 
out is exam-relevant / डटेा-फ्लो, लेबर, एनवायरनमेंट, 
प्रोक्योरमेंट, ISDS—फोकस क्षेत्र।









Exam (Date) PYQ (theme/question) Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims GS-I (03-06-2018)
(upsc.gov.in)

GI Act 1999 was enacted to comply 
with obligations to which 
organisation? / GI Act 1999 ककस 
संगठन के दातयत्व हेतु?

WTO

UPSC CSE Prelims GS-I (18-06-2017)
(upsc.gov.in)

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement 
(TFA) statements (ratification, Bali 
package, entry into force) / TFA पर 
कथन-आधाररत प्रश्न

Correct option: 1 & 2 only

UPSC CSE Prelims (07-08-2016)
(upsc.gov.in)

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
statements (Pacific Rim except 
China/Russia; maritime security 
only) / TPP कथन

Neither 1 nor 2

UPSC CDS (I) 2017 GK (05-02-2017)
(upsc.gov.in)

MFN clause under WTO is based on 
which principle? / WTO-MFN ककस 
लसदधांत पर?

Non-discrimination between 
nations / गै र-भेदभाव

UPSC CDS (I) 2024 GK (21-04-2024)
(upsc.gov.in)

RCEP: (i) ASEAN + FTA partners, (ii) 
India opted out / RCEP पर कथन Both statements correct

https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Civil%20Services%20%28Preliminary%29%20Examination%2C%202018?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/CIVIL%20SERVICES%20%28PRELIMINARY%29%20EXAM.%202017?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Civil%20Services%20%28Preliminary%29%20Examination%2C%202016?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Combined%20Defence%20Services%20Examination%28I%29%2C%202017?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Combined%20Defence%20Services%20Examination%20%28I%29%2C%202024?utm_source=chatgpt.com




Theme Key facts (news + policy) / मुख्य तथ्य Exam linking points / परीक्षा एंगल

Regulation name / नाम UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions) 
Regulations, 2026 / UGC “इक्क्वटी” तनयम, 

GS2: Social Justice + Education governance; Prelims: 
UGC as statutory regulator

Institution mechanism / व्यवस्था
Mandatory Equal Opportunity Centre (EOC) + Equity 
Committee with representation (SC/ST/OBC/women/PwD
etc.) / EOC + Equity Committee, प्रतततनधधत्व के साथ 

Askable: “Which body must be set up in every HEI?”

Coverage / कवरेज Final regulations explicitly include OBCs within caste-based 
discrimination scope / OBCs को scope में शालमल Prelims trap: “only SC/ST” vs “SC/ST/OBC”

Enforcement / प्रवतबन
Non-compliance can invite UGC action (grants/recognition 
related consequences) / पालन न होने पर UGC 
consequences 

Governance: regulator power; accountability & 
reporting

False complaint penalty / झूठी लशकायत 
penalty

Draft में false complaint penalty चचाब थी; final में 
removed / Draft में था; final में हटाग्रा

Mains: balancing “protect victims” vs “prevent 
misuse”

Constitutional frame / संववधान
Minister: rules Constitutional framework के भीतर, 
discrimination नहीं / संववधान के दायरे में implementation 
(The Times of India)

Link: Art 14–18 (Equality), Art 15(4)/(5), DPSP Art 46

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/nsuis-signature-campaign-supporting-ugc-guidelines/articleshow/127646736.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Aspect Explanation

Regulation

UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher 

Education Institutions) Regulations, 

2026

Issuing Body University Grants Commission

Core Issue
Reservation-related discrimination & 

equity framework in higher education

Nature
Regulatory framework replacing earlier 

equity/anti-discrimination regulations

Controversy

Alleged dilution of caste-based 

safeguards and focus shift to “general 

equity”



Year / Event Key Development

Pre-2000
Caste discrimination in universities addressed 

informally

2006
Reservation expanded in Central Educational 

Institutions

2012
UGC (Promotion of Equity through Equity Cells) 

Regulations

2019
UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher 

Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2019

2026
New Regulations notified → replaces 2019 

framework

Trend
Shift from explicit caste focus → broader equity 

language



Objective Explanation

Promote Equity
Equal access & fair treatment for all 
students

Prevent Discrimination
Address exclusion based on social, 
economic, gender, disability factors

Inclusive Campus
Safe & inclusive institutional 
environment

Grievance Redressal Structured complaint mechanism

Compliance Align HEIs with constitutional values



Provision Details

Equity Cells
Mandatory Equity Cell in every Higher Education 
Institution

Coverage Students, faculty, non-teaching staff

Discrimination Grounds
Caste, religion, gender, disability, socio-economic 
background

Grievance Mechanism Time-bound inquiry & reporting

Institutional Responsibility HEIs accountable for inclusive practices

Awareness Sensitisation & orientation programmes



Concern Explanation

Dilution Fear
Reduced explicit emphasis on caste-based 
discrimination

Social Justice
Critics say caste is still the primary axis of 
exclusion

Ambiguity Broad terms may weaken enforceability

Student Opposition Dalit & tribal student groups express concern

Policy Shift From affirmative justice → neutral equity



Area Suggestion

Explicit Safeguards
Re-include clear caste-based 
protections

Monitoring
Independent oversight of Equity 
Cells

Data
Mandatory reporting on caste-based 
grievances

Capacity Building Training of faculty & administrators

Balance Equity + Social Justice approach









Theme Key facts / मखु्य तथ्य Extra exam points / अततररक्त परीक्षा तथ्य

Midnight meaning / “Midnight” अथब Midnight = global catastrophe metaphor / 
midnight = वकै्श्वक तबाही का प्रतीक

Not a prediction tool; a risk-
communication device / prediction नहीं, 
awareness tool

Who sets it / कौन सेट करता है Bulletin + expert board moves it annually / 
ववशषेज्ञ बोडब तय करता है

Factors now include nuclear + climate + 
bio + tech/AI (The Washington Post)

CTBT / परमाणु परीक्षण रोक
CTBT bans all nuclear test explosions; 
opened for signature 1996 / CTBT सभी 
nuclear test explosions पर रोक; 1996
(ctbto.org)

CTBT not in force until key ratifications 
(Annex-2 states) / प्रमखु ratification के 
बबना effective नहीं (armscontrol.org)

NPT / अप्रसार संधध
NPT aims non-proliferation + peaceful use + 
disarmament; 5 NWS recognized / NPT के 3 
pillars; 5 NWS मान्यता (Reuters)

Review Conferences every 5 years; next 
due 2026 / 5-year review cycle (Reuters)

New START / US–Russia arms control

Widely described as last remaining US–
Russia strategic arms control treaty; signed 
2010, in force 2011 / प्रमखु US–Russia 
treaty (

Due to expire in 2026 unless extended / 
2026 में expiry (अगर extend न हो) 

AI risk / AI जोखखम
Mentioned: misinformation + warfare uses 
+ weak governance / misinfo + warfare + 
governance gap (Reuters)

UPSC angle: AI ethics, deepfakes, election 
integrity, critical infra

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2026/01/27/doomsday-clock-2026-85-seconds-to-midnight/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ctbto.org/our-mission/the-treaty?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/comprehensive-test-ban-treaty-glance?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/what-is-nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-2025-06-16/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/what-is-nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-2025-06-16/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/atomic-scientists-set-doomsday-clock-closer-midnight-than-ever-2026-01-27/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


It is set by the United Nations annually. / इसे संयुक्त राष्ट्ट्र हर साल सेट करता है।
(a) 1 only / केवल 1 (b) 2 only / केवल 2 (c) Both / दोनों (d) Neither / कोई नहीं

Doomsday Clock is a symbolic indicator of human-made global catastrophe risk. / 

Doomsday Clock मानव-तनलमबत वैक्श्वक तबाही के जोखखम का प्रतीक है।

Statement-based



Uttarakhand Uniform Civil 
Code (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2026 



Aspect Key Points for Exam

State Uttarakhand

Topic
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) – Amendment Ordinance, 
2026

Current Context
Uttarakhand implemented the Uniform Civil Code 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2026, marking one year of 
UCC enforcement in the state

Date of Ordinance January 2026

Enforced From Immediate effect upon Governor’s approval

Original UCC Enforcement January 27, 2025

One-Year Milestone
January 27, 2026 observed as “UCC Day” in 
Uttarakhand



Dimension Details

Concept of UCC
A common set of civil laws governing marriage, divorce, 
inheritance, adoption, and succession for all citizens 
irrespective of religion

Constitutional Provision
Article 44 (Directive Principles of State Policy) – State shall 
endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code

Nature of Article 44 Non-justiciable but fundamental in governance

Debate Since Constituent Assembly debates (1946–49)

Key View
Balance between individual rights, gender justice, and 
secularism



Case / Event Key Observation

Shah Bano Case (1985)
Highlighted need for uniform civil 

laws for gender justice

Sarla Mudgal Case (1995)
SC emphasized UCC to prevent 

misuse of personal laws

John Vallamattom Case (2003)
UCC linked with equality before 

law

Recent Trend
Courts reiterating UCC as a 

reformative constitutional goal



Aspect Explanation

Type of Law
Ordinance (Temporary law with immediate 
effect)

Constitutional Article Used
Article 213 – Governor’s power to promulgate 
Ordinances

Authority Promulgated after Governor’s approval

Reason for Ordinance
To refine and strengthen implementation of UCC 
Act, 2024



Objective Explanation

Streamlining Procedures
Simplifies registration and compliance 
mechanisms

Administrative Efficiency Reduces bureaucratic delays

Transparency Clearer procedures and accountability

Penalty Alignment
Aligns penalties with new criminal laws (BNS, 
BNSS, BSA)

Effective Enforcement
Removes operational gaps observed in first 
year



Dimension Importance

First Indian State
Uttarakhand is the first state to 

fully implement UCC

Policy Experiment Acts as a model for other states

Gender Justice Promotes equality in personal laws

Secular Governance
Strengthens constitutional 

secularism

Federal Implications
Raises debate on Centre vs State 

role in UCC



Fact Value

UCC Ordinance Power Article 213

UCC Mentioned In Article 44

First State with UCC Uttarakhand

UCC Act Year 2024

UCC Enforcement January 27, 2025

UCC Day January 27, 2026



NSO Prepares for First-
Ever National Income 
Surveys



Aspect Details

Implementing Agency National Statistics Office

Ministry Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation

Current Context
NSO preparing for two landmark national surveys to 
fill long-standing data gaps

Date in News January 28, 2026

Nature of Initiative
First-ever direct national income measurement 
surveys

Mode of Data Collection Fully digital

Fieldwork Start April 2026



Dimension Explanation

Data Gap
India lacks direct, comprehensive 

household income data

Existing Proxies
Consumption (CES), employment 

(PLFS), savings/investment

Policy Limitation

Inadequate income data affects 

targeting, inequality analysis, and 

welfare design

International Practice
Many countries run regular income 

surveys



Aspect Status

Pre-Independence Fragmented income estimates

Post-Independence
Focus on National Accounts 

Statistics (GDP)

NSSO Surveys
Consumption & employment, not 

direct income

Expert Committees
Repeated recommendations for 

income surveys

Milestone
NHIS becomes first pan-India 

household income survey



Survey Description

National Household 

Income Survey (NHIS)

First-of-its-kind pan-India 

survey on household 

income distribution & 

living conditions

Annual Survey of 

Incorporated Service 

Sector Enterprises 

(ASISSE)

Focus on corporate 

services sector income & 

performance



Objective Explanation

Income Distribution Capture income across classes & regions

Inequality Measurement Better estimation of income inequality

Living Conditions Link income with housing, education, health

Policy Support Evidence-based welfare & fiscal policy

Data Integration Complement GDP, CES, PLFS data



Area Importance

Welfare Targeting More accurate beneficiary identification

Fiscal Policy Better tax & subsidy design

Inequality Debate Reliable evidence on income disparities

Economic Analysis Improves macro & micro-level insights

Global Comparability
Aligns India with international statistical 
standards



National Awards for Model Youth 
Gram Sabha (MYGS)



Aspect Details

Initiative Name Model Youth Gram Sabha (MYGS)

Current Context
National Award Ceremony to honour MYGS 
winners

Date 28 January 2026

Venue New Delhi

Lead Ministry Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Other Participating Ministries
Ministry of Education (School Education & 
Literacy), Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Nature of Event
National-level recognition of youth 
engagement in grassroots democracy



Dimension Explanation

Democratic Need
Low youth participation in local self-
governance

Educational Gap Civics often remains theoretical

Governance Vision Build future-ready, participative citizens

Policy Focus Experiential learning + democratic values



Aspect Details

Gram Sabha Foundation of local democracy

Constitutional Basis
Article 243A – Powers & functions 

of Gram Sabha

Panchayati Raj
73rd Constitutional Amendment 

Act, 1992

Youth Engagement
MYGS bridges education + 

constitutional practice



Component Description

Nature
Simulated Gram Sabha & Gram 

Panchayat proceedings

Participants School students

Method
Role-play, debates, resolutions, 

decision-making

Learning Outcome
Practical understanding of local 

governance



Parameter Data

Total Student Participation 28,000+

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas 619

Eklavya Model Residential Schools 200

Geographic Coverage Pan-India

Nature of Activities Simulated Gram Sabha proceedings



International Data Privacy Day



Aspect Details

Observed On 28 January (annually)

Also Known As Data Protection Day

Purpose
To promote awareness about personal 
data protection and digital trust

Global Context
Rising digitisation, data-driven 
governance, cyber risks



Dimension Key Points

Origin Linked to Convention 108

Year of Convention
1981 (entered into force later; anniversary 
observed from 2006)

First Observed As Day 28 January

Significance
Marks the world’s first legally binding 
international treaty on data protection

Adopted By Council of Europe



Aspect Details

Full Name

Convention for the Protection of 

Individuals with regard to Automatic 

Processing of Personal Data

Nature Legally binding international treaty

Scope Protection of individuals’ personal data

Importance
Foundation of modern data protection 

laws globally

Upgraded Version
Convention 108+ (to address digital age 

challenges)



Dimension Key Points

Fundamental Right
Right to Privacy recognised by 
Supreme Court

Landmark Case
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of 
India (2017)

Constitutional Basis
Article 21 (Right to Life & Personal 
Liberty)

Digital Governance
Privacy as core of India’s digital 
ecosystem



“Chandrakant Lahariya 
wins Wiley Research 

Heroes Prize”,





Aspect Details

Awardee Chandrakant Lahariya

Award Wiley Research Heroes Prize 2025

Category Impact Beyond Academia

Date in News 28 January 2026

Global Standing First Indian to receive this prize

Selection Pool 2,000+ global nominations

Total Awardees (2025) 5 researchers worldwide



Dimension Key Points

Awarding Body Wiley

Purpose

Recognises researchers whose work 

creates real-world policy & societal 

impact

Focus Area
Translating research into actionable 

policy outcomes

Importance
Bridges gap between academia and 

governance





France Bans Social 
Media for Children 

Under 15



Aspect Details

Country France

Issue Ban on social media access for children below 15 years

Date in News 28 January 2026

Nature of Step Legislative

Target Group Users under 15 years of age

Key Concern Screen addiction, mental health, algorithmic harm



Aspect Details

Lower House National Assembly

Voting Outcome 130 votes in favour, 21 against

Current Status Sent to French Senate for approval

Implementation Timeline From start of 2026 school year

Initial Coverage New user accounts first



Dimension Explanation

Mental Health
Rising anxiety, depression, attention disorders among 
minors

Screen Addiction Excessive screen time linked to behavioural issues

Algorithmic Influence Content amplification affecting child psychology

Public Debate Growing concern across Europe

Digital Regulation Trend Shift from self-regulation to state intervention



Country / Region Approach

France Full ban for under-15s

EU (General)
GDPR age of consent: 13–16 
(state choice)

India
Advisory & parental consent 
model

USA COPPA (under-13 protection)







Thank you ☺


