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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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‘Mother of all deals’: India and the EU finalise FTA

European wines, luxury cars to become cheaper as two I Maodi calls it historic pact, while EU chief says the deal will Officials say document will undergo a legal scrubbing,

sides conclude trade negotiations that began in 2007

NEW DELHI

fter almost two de-
A cades of negotia-
tion, India and the

European Union (EU) final-
ised a free trade agreement
(FTA) on Tuesday, billed as
the “mother of all deals”,
that will see the EU drop
tariffs on 99.5% of Indian
exports to the 27-nation
bloc.

India has given tariff
concessions on 97.5% of
imports from the EU, with
European wines and luxu-
ry cars set to become less
expensive here as a result.

Beyond the economics,
both sides stressed the ge-
opolitical significance of a
deal between two econo-
mies that together account
for a third of global trade in
the shadow of uncertainty
sparked by the US. tariff
regime.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi declared that the
partnership would
“strengthen stability” at a
time of global turmoil,
while European Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen said it would re-
duce strategic dependency
at a time when global trade
is increasingly fractious.

“We have delivered the
mother of all deals,” she
said. “Two giants who
choose partnership, in a

true win-win fashion. A
strong message that coop-
eration is the best answer
to global challenges.”

‘Largest-ever FTA'
Noting that this is India’s
largest-ever FTA, Mr. Modi
said: “This historic agree-
ment will facilitate access
to the European market
for our farmers and small
industries, create new op-
portunities in manufactur-
ing, and strengthen coop-
eration in our services
sectors.”

Both sides, however,
made sure to exclude their
respective sensitive sec-
tors. India’s strategic agri-
cultural and dairy sectors
remain protected, while
the EU will maintain its
current tariffs on beef, su-
gar, rice, chicken meat,
milk powder, honey, bana-
nas, soft wheat, garlic, and
ethanol

India-EU FTA talks were
first launched in 2007. Fol-
lowing several hiccups and
pauses, they were res-
umed in 2022 with both
sides agreeing to exclude
issues on which agreement
had been elusive,

According to Commerce
Ministry officials, the lan-
guage in the document will
first be cleaned up over the
next 10 to 15 days, follow-
ing which it will undergo
“legal scrubbing”. It will

reduce strategic dependency at a time of global upheaval

Landmark agreement

After almost two decades of tatks, the European Union and India sealed a landmark trade pact, driven by U.S. tariff pressures, The deal aims at doubling exports to India

=N\,

HOW DOES IT
BENEFIT EU?

= Tarlffs removed or cut on

90% of EU goods
‘ @ * Wine duties cut from 150% to

20-30%; Spirits cut to 40%

HOW DOES IT
BENEFIT INDIA?

» Duty-free exports for items such as

toxtiles, loather, goms, and spices

® A duty-free quota of 1.6 mlﬁlon
tonnes for steel

WHAT THE DEAL
DOESN’T
INCLUDE?

* No concessions on items such
as chicken and rice

® Car tariffs drop from 110% to
10% (250,000 vehicle quota)

® Easier for skilled Indian workers to

work In the 27-country bloc

* No agreement on government
procurement on energy and raw
materials

= Tariffs eliminated on Airbus
aircraft, and processed food

= Dialogue on carbon border tax; India
96 10 be treated ke other EU partners

= A “sustainable development™
chapter [rejected by India)

= [} tax on most machinery,
and pharmaceutical products

u Phased-out tariffs on arms and
ammunition, among other goods

* Agreement on Geographical
Indications

< Diplomatic outreach: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with European Commission President Ursula von
, der Leyen and Council President Anténio Costa, on Tuesday in New Dethi. ani

then have to be translated
and sent to all 27 EU mem-
ber states, before it can be
ratified by the European
Parliament. “We do hope
that we should be able to
celebrate the entry into
force of this agreement
within calendar 2026 it-
self," said Union Minister
Piyush Goyal.

According to the Com-
merce Ministry, India has
gained tariff reductions
across 97% of tariff lines,
covering 99.5% of trade va-
lue. Of this, 90.7% of In-
dia’s exports will see duties
eliminated entirely on the
first day of the deal’s im-
plementation, including la-
bour-intensive sectors
such as textiles, apparel,
leather, footwear, tea, cof-

fee, spices, sports goods,
toys, gems and jewellery,
and certain marine pro-
ducts, amongst others.
Another 2.9% of India’s
exports will see duty elimi-
nation over three to five

This would include cer-
tain marine products, pro-
cessed food items, and
arms and ammunition, Ov-
er and above this, 6% of In-
dia’s exports will see tariff
reductions including cer-
tain poultry products, pre-
served vegetables, bakery
products, amongst others.

“Key labour-intensive
sectors comprising more
than ¥2.87 lakh crore [$33
billion] of exports that are
currently subjected to im-
port duty between 4% to

26% in the EU and are cru-
cial for employment gener-
ation, will enter zero duty
from entry into force of the
FTA and thus gain en-
hanced competitiveness in
the EU market,” the Minis-
try said in a release.

Duty elimination

In particular, of the sectors
that India primarily ex-
ports to the EU, the follow-
ing will see duties eliminat-
ed entirely:  marine
products (current duties of
up to 26%), chemicals
(12.8% currently), plastic
and rubber items (6.5%),
leather footwear (17%), tex-
tiles and apparel (12%
each), base metals (10%),
gems and jewellery (4%),
furniture and allied con-

sumer goods (10.5%), and
toys and sports goods
(4.7%). On services, the EU
has agreed to commit-
ments across 144 services
sub sectors, including 1Y/
ITeS, professional services,
education, and other busi-
ness services,

Overall, India is offering
duty elimination and re-
ductions on 92.1% of the ta-
riff lines, which comprises
97.5% of the EU exports to
India. Within this, 49.6% of
the tariff lines will see an
immediate duty elimina-
tion once the agreement
comes into effect.

Another 39.5% of the ta-
riff lines will be subjectto a
phased elimination of ta-
riffs over five, seven, and
10 years. An additional 3%

of products will see phased
tariff reductions.

“Imports of EU’s high
technology goods are ex-
pected to diversify India’s
import sources, thereby
reducing input costs for
businesses, benefit con-
sumers and will create op-
portunities for Indian busi-
nesses to integrate into
global supply chains,” the
statement added.

Notably for the EU, the
following European sec-
tors will see duty-free ac-
cess to the Indian markets:
machinery and electrical
equipment, aircraft and
spacecraft, optical, medi-
cal and surgical equip-
ment, plastics, precious
stones and metals, chemi-
cals, motor vehicles, iron

Seurce: AFF

translation before ratification by European Parliament

and steel, pharmaceuti-
cals, and various agricultu-
ral products. On services,
India has agreed to open
up 102 sub sectors cover-
ing EU priorities such as
professional, business, te-
lecommunications, mari-
time, financial, and envi-
ronmental services.

It has been learnt that
negotiations over a few
sectors such as automo-
biles and wine had caused
some problems, but that
the two sides finally agreed
to quota based systems
that were satisfactory to
both sides. India agreed to
allow European cars with a
price tag above 325 lakh to
be imported at lower du-
ties of as low as 10%, from
the current 110%, but sub-
jectto a quota.

India and the EU also
reached a limited agree-
ment on the contentious
Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism (CBAM),
Mr. Goyal added. The
agreement creates a way
for carbon footprint veri-
fiers in India to gain ac-
creditation. It also speci-
fies that, should the EU
give concessions under
CBAM to a third country,
those concessions would
automatically apply to In-
dia too,

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 5,11, &12



* India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) finalised [ HRd-EU Hdd ATUR Iueldr (FTA) 3ifaw
e Talks started in 2007: deal termed a “landmark / mother of all deals” / ardf 2007 &; IHSIA B
TR /TaR g1 AT =T
e Next steps: legal scrubbing + translation + ratification (European Parliament) / 31Tl TR0T:
BT AT + 3ATG + JRIUTT TG A 37HIG |
« Market access & tariff cuts | 915TR Ugd d Q[ch dbeldl
« EU to remove/cut tariffs on ~99.5% of Indian exports /| EU HRd & ~99.5% fFafd UR [cwh 21T/
Y|
 India gives tariff concessions on ~97.5% of imports from EU / HRd EU 31—-ITd & ~97.5% WR
f3amrrd 3 (332 EU wines @ luxury cars I3 & J&d 8) |

e India's Commerce Ministry version: tariff reductions across ~97% tariff lines covering ~99.5%

trade value; ~90.7% exports get zero-duty from Day-1, and a small share gets phased
elimination / HATETT & AR ~97% eR® @18l (299.5% ¢8 dwy) B dweldl; ~90.7% fAafa Day-13d
RI-e<h, BB R H TRUTdg Bel



« Sectoral impact (Industry view) [ dde-d1gs1 3R ($5%1 gf<)

Textiles/apparel: near-zero duty access can expand India’s footprint in EU import market /
SHICISdREMS: EU A YRd BT 2RR da4 df JHTdAT!

Auto: phased tariff reduction can integrate Indian manufacturing into global value chains / 3iTer:
TRUTGgG Beldt A T dog-aq eciie|

Pharma: zero/low tariff access strengthens formulations/APIs + MSMEs [ BTHT: BIR[M2[/AP| &1
; MSMEs &I JUic|

IT/Services: cross-border services + mobility can rise / 3TSct/AdTE: NH2AA Jd13N &1 fa&dR|

e Al + Semiconductors angle (2nd report) / Al + 3Hlbsae TTd

Deal links EU Al Office with India’'s National Al Mission for testing, evaluation, audit-style
cooperation / EU Al Office 3R National Al Mission &7 faids: éﬁ%ﬁ-gﬂﬁ{qeﬁlaﬁ@? JEAIT|

Focus beyond fabs: "heterogeneous integration/advanced packaging”—combining
chips/sensors in one package (high value for Al) / Tg & 3 22AH SleF/usdie G fEm—Al
& foig eTg-dey fEam

Possible “Brussels effect” in Al rules: EU compliance norms could shape Indian Al products
(export-grade vs domestic divergence risk) / Al J[oi2[[ H “Brussels effect”: EU HH® HRATT Al Bl
YHIfad R Ihd & (TRIUIC-UE I4TH B¢, ST8dais Bl R3b) |




Topic

FTA basics / FTA 3ITdR

Tariff lines vs trade value /

cR® d8eT §o01H ¢8 doyg

CBAM / ShTseT dieY g

Gl (Geographical Indications)

/ A ohde

Services & mobility / &aTT g
Arfaferdy

Semicon strategy /

HHhsFel WA

Risks / SITEH

Key facts from news / @ & HE a2

India—EU FTA aims deep tariff cuts + services

access / W &eldr + '\q?llT}ﬁﬁqgﬂ

Figures quoted as % of tariff lines and % of

trade value / ER® &8 T ¢3 avq\ G|

~H %

Dialogue on carbon border tax / CBAM 9T
ddiq

News says Gl agreement not included in

package / Gl GHSAIAT Uhol H Tal

Commitments across many services sub-

sectors / 31diep @Al 39-81F

Focus on integration + standards alignment /
3€|3le?-[ + Hlolh

Sensitive sectors excluded; sustainability

chapter contested / GacaTelier dael el
qreAfafercr faarg

Extra exam points / 3TAReFd I&T d2T

FTA is an exception to WTO MFN when it covers
“substantially all trade” (Goods: GATT Art. XXIV,
Services: GATS Art. V) / WTO-MFN ol 3Ydlq:. GATT
XXIV, GATS V|

“Tariff line” = product category at HS code level; trade
value share can be higher even if tariff lines share
lower / HS ShIS-3THTRT shedlT; é—zr R 3TeTdT
gl FehdT &l

EU CBAM: transitional reporting from Oct 2023,
financial levy from 2026; goal = prevent carbon

leakage / 2023-25 RAIfEaT; 2026 & el

Gl protection is under WTO TRIPS; UPSC has asked GlI-
Act linked to WTO obligations / GI-TRIPS (WTO) &

SIST; UPSC PYQ HiSlE

For Prelims: distinguish Mode-1/2/3/4 (Cross-border,
Consumption abroad, Commercial presence,
Movement of natural persons) / GATS & 4 modes
Iie; W |

“Heterogeneous integration” + conformity
assessment/standards can reduce re-certification
frictions / T¢38-3TISaTde ¥ Hire/lBoh ged &l
FTAs often raise questions on data flows, labour,
environment, govt procurement, ISDS—what’s in vs

out is exam-relevant / 3cl- q—TvlT @IElT UFI?:I'PJR?I?EIE'
NFIRHS, ISDS—PIhT &1 |



Landmark agreement

After almost two decades of talks, the European Union and India sealed a landmark trade pact, driven by U.S. tariff pressures. The deal aims at doubling exports to India

HOW DOES IT
BENEFIT EU?

® Tariffs removed or cut on
90% of EU goods

HOW DOES IT
BENEFIT INDIA?

® Duty-free exports for items such as
textiles, leather, gems, and spices

m Wine duties cut from 150% to
20-30%; Spirits cut to 40%

m A duty-free quota of 1.6 million
tonnes for steel

WHAT THE DEAL
DOESN’T

INCLUDE?

® No concessions on items such
as chicken and rice

® Car tariffs drop from 110% to
10% (250,000 vehicle quota)

® Easier for skilled Indian workers to
work in the 27-country bloc

® No agreement on government
procurement on energy and raw
materials

m Tariffs eliminated on Airbus

~ aircraft, and processed food

® Dialogue on carbon border tax; India
set to be treated like other EU partners

m A “sustainable development”
chapter (rejected by India)

|

= 0% tax on most machinery,
and pharmaceutical products

® Phased-out tariffs on arms and
ammunition, among other goods

® Agreement on Geographical

Indications Source: AFF

. <

|

Diplomatic outreach: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen and Council President Antonio Costa, on Tuesday in New Delhi. Ani




W Tariffs on most cars
tobe cutto

| CHARTING THE PACT
’ 30-35%

mEU targets to double M EU imports from India . from 66-110% at present
goods exports by 2032; to accelerate from 140% Bfenef'ts gt lsunichiof d;al aFr)md to )
58% growth in last decade ' growthin last decade orEU

10% in next 5 years;

r B Key gains for India CURRENT fixed %UOt"as to |
gradually rise; only
= W Zero tariffs on 90% of Indian ENGAGEMENT cars priced above
€15,000 covered

merchandise from Day One of $136.5 bn

FTAand 93% of goods over next 7 years

- - Two-way
® On balance 6%, tariff cuts with quotas goods trade
m Textiles, plastics, gems & jewellery,
leather & footwear, base metals, $77 bn
furniture, toys to attract zero tariff from Bilateral services trade
Day One, down from 4-26% now i’
mEU's average tariff rate for india to fall ~$25 bn g =
from 3.8% now to 0.1% finally Overall trade ii — =
B Commitments on student mobility and surplus for tShEEET
post-study visas, concessions for 144 services India 4

M Beef, rice, sugar, dairy and poultry excluded
for Indian sensitivities

NARENDRA MODI

9} ANTONIO COSTA URSULA VON DER LEYEN
. EUROPEAN COUNCIL PRESIDENT EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESIDENT

® Zero tariff on 30%
of EU goods from
Day One; 90%
coverage finally

W Higher access for EU
firms in financial and
maritime services;
stronger IPR protection

m Sharp tariff cuts for
EU wines, spirits, beer,
olive oil, processed
foods and some fruits

Areas kept out/
not impacted
by the deal

m No India-specific
exemption from
EU's carbon duties

m Duty-free steel
imports for India on
a par with EU policy

| - g PRIMEMINISTER
- i
India-EU will provide
stability to the world
order. India-EU cooper-
ation is for global good

-

Trade pacts reinforce rules- | We did it. We delivered
based economicorderand | the mother ofall deals.
promote shared prosperity. We are creating a market
Today’s FTA s historic of two billion people




ITTAKES TWO TO TANGO INDIA-EU MERCHANDISE TRADE

M Exports ($ billion) M Imports ($ billion)

| v . | 74.8 759 758
; : 7 64.9 61.4 0.6
20% ™= 25% 11.5% 1[‘. O o, 58% 51.4 48.9
A % p 39.7 44.3
of world trade : Combined share EU's share in Decadal growth = Decadal growth
Represented by of EU & India in India's foreign in EU’s imports | in EU's exports to

EU and India world population trade in goods from India India 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
(Apr-Nov)

} Over the last decade, EU-India trade in services more than doubled

TOPTR ADED' @ZTelecom. computer @Other business services ‘ Transport $ L‘- 3 b n $ 3 LI. b n

and information (professional and <4 services

SERVICES services management consultancy) Services exports to EU Services imports from EU
S PRODUCT-WISE EXPORTS TO THE EU (2024-25) IMPORTS FROM EU (2024-25) ($ bn)
—
~ ;
Petroleum Aircraft, spacecraft
INVESTMENTS products and parts I
(between April 2000 Organic Other machinery, . )
chemicals instruments .

and September 2024)
Iron and steel and

their articles Chemicals
LI' O . O Ll' b N | Apparel and Plastics and
clothing rlbar
FDI from India in the EU —
Pharma (
jewellery
$ 1 1 7 Ll. b Samgand Auto, other transport
g N | jewellry equipment
Plastics and

FDI by EU in India rubber Iron and steel




Exam (Date)

UPSC CSE Prelims GS-I (03-06-2018)
(upsc.gov.in)

UPSC CSE Prelims GS-1 (18-06-2017)
(upsc.gov.in)

UPSC CSE Prelims (07-08-2016)
(upsc.gov.in)

UPSC CDS (1) 2017 GK (05-02-2017)
(upsc.gov.in)

UPSC CDS (I) 2024 GK (21-04-2024)
(upsc.gov.in)

PYQ (theme/question)

Gl Act 1999 was enacted to comply
with obligations to which
organisation? / Gl Act 1999 forg

TS & AT A

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement
(TFA) statements (ratification, Bali

package, entry into force) / TFA U
CRIEE ST

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
statements (Pacific Rim except

China/Russia; maritime security
only) / TPP &heT

MFN clause under WTO is based on
which principle? / WTO-MFN forg

Rcera @?

RCEP: (i) ASEAN + FTA partners, (ii)
India opted out / RCEP 9X el

Answer

WTO

Correct option: 1 & 2 only

Neither 1 nor 2

Non-discrimination between

nations / EEBEE Sl

Both statements correct


https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Civil%20Services%20%28Preliminary%29%20Examination%2C%202018?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/CIVIL%20SERVICES%20%28PRELIMINARY%29%20EXAM.%202017?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Civil%20Services%20%28Preliminary%29%20Examination%2C%202016?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Combined%20Defence%20Services%20Examination%28I%29%2C%202017?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/examinations/Combined%20Defence%20Services%20Examination%20%28I%29%2C%202024?utm_source=chatgpt.com

No discrimination under UGC’s new
equity rules, says Education Minister

Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Tuesday sought to allay
concerns over the 2026
University Grants Commis-
sion regulations on pro-
moting equity in higher
education  institutions,
amid protests and allega-
tions that the rules dis-
criminate against “general
category” students.

Speaking to pressper-
sons in Rajasthan, Mr
Pradhan said the regula-
tions had been notified un-
der the supervision of the
Supreme Court, He said
“there will be no discrimi-
nation” and that “no one
will have the right to mis-
use anything in the name
of discrimination”.

His remarks came
against the backdrop of
protests against the UGC
regulations in cities such as
Lucknow, Indore, and New
Delhi, with more demon-
strations planned in the
coming days, and multiple
petitions filed in the Su-
preme Court challenging
the framework.

The new regulations,
notified on January 13, de-
fine “caste-based discrimi-
nation” as discrimination
on the basis of caste or
tribe against those belong-
ing to the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes, and the Other Back-
ward Classes. The final ver-
sion drops a provision

Voicing dissent: Students protest against the new UGC rules near Lucknow University on Tuesday. KSL

Students hold demonstrations in UP.

Mayank Kumar at Lucknow University rules for promoting equity
LUCKNOW against the rules, alleging in higher education
they would affect their institutions could lead to

The University Grants studies and future, caste conflict and disrupt
Commission (UGC)'s new The protesting students  social harmony on
regulations triggered staged a sit-in at the campuses.
protests in Uttar Pradesh university’s main gate and
on Tuesday, with a section  raised slogans against the FULL REPORT ON
of students demonstrating ~ UGC, claiming the new » PAGE 4
posed in an earlier draftto  ism to act against com- tever system or arrange-
penalise false complaints, plaints believed to be false.  ment is made in India will

Critics of the rules have Mr. Pradhan said, “I  be within the framework of

argued that by not recog-
nising students from the
“general category™ as po-
tential victims of caste-
based discrimination, the
definition itself is discrimi-
natory. They also flagged
the absence of a mechan-

want to assure everyone
that no one will be subject
to harassment and there
will be no discrimination.
No one will have the right
to misuse anything in the
name of discrimination.”
“I assure you that wha-

the Constitution, No injus-
tice, oppression, or dis-
crimination will be com-

mitted anyone,”
the Union Minister said.
PLEAIN SC

» PAGE 4




Theme

Regulation name / #TH

Institution mechanism / SIIdE&AT

Coverage / Fadel

Enforcement/‘;la?clT-r

False complaint penalty / 31'& g

penalty

Constitutional frame / TaeTeT

Key facts (news + policy) /ﬁ'@q ag Exam linking points / 91&TT TaTel

UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions) GS2: Social Justice + Education governance; Prelims:
Regulations, 2026 / UGC "g%ﬁ’ IGEL:H UGC as statutory regulator

Mandatory Equal Opportunity Centre (EOC) + Equity
Committee with representation (SC/ST/OBC/women/PwD  Askable: “Which body must be set up in every HEI?”
etc.) / EOC + Equity Committee, ITdfaifeica & ITY

Final regulations explicitly include OBCs within caste-based

discrimination scope / OBCs &I scope H AT Prelims trap: “only SC/ST” vs “SC/ST/OBC

Non-compliance can invite UGC action (grants/recognition

related consequences) / TTeleT & 2l 9T UGC Governance: regulator power; accountability &

reportin
consequences P 8
Draft & false com.plaint penalty T AT final b Mains: balancing “protect victims” vs “prevent
removed / Draft H{ T; final Wb Usddd misuse”

Minister: rules Constitutional framework‘$ v,
discrimination o‘ﬁﬂ' | TSI & RN A implementation Link: Art 14-18 (Equality), Art 15(4)/(5), DPSP Art 46
(The Times of India)



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/nsuis-signature-campaign-supporting-ugc-guidelines/articleshow/127646736.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Aspect

Regulation

Issuing Body

Core Issue

Nature

Controversy

Explanation

UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher
Education Institutions) Regulations,
2026

University Grants Commission

Reservation-related discrimination &
equity framework in higher education

Regulatory framework replacing earlier
equity/anti-discrimination regulations

Alleged dilution of caste-based
safeguards and focus shift to “general
equity”



Year / Event

Pre-2000

2006

2012

2019

2026

Trend

Key Development

Caste discrimination in universities addressed
iInformally

Reservation expanded in Central Educational
Institutions

UGC (Promotion of Equity through Equity Cells)
Regulations

UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher
Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2019

New Regulations notified — replaces 2019
framework

Shift from explicit caste focus — broader equity
language



Objective

Promote Equity

Prevent Discrimination

Inclusive Campus

Grievance Redressal

Compliance

Explanation

Equal access & fair treatment for all
students

Address exclusion based on social,
economic, gender, disability factors

Safe & inclusive institutional
environment

Structured complaint mechanism

Align HEIs with constitutional values



Provision

Equity Cells

Coverage

Discrimination Grounds

Grievance Mechanism
Institutional Responsibility

Awareness

Details

Mandatory Equity Cell in every Higher Education
Institution

Students, faculty, non-teaching staff

Caste, religion, gender, disability, socio-economic
background

Time-bound inquiry & reporting
HEls accountable for inclusive practices

Sensitisation & orientation programmes



Concern

Dilution Fear

Social Justice

Ambiguity
Student Opposition

Policy Shift

Explanation

Reduced explicit emphasis on caste-based
discrimination

Critics say caste is still the primary axis of
exclusion

Broad terms may weaken enforceability
Dalit & tribal student groups express concern

From affirmative justice - neutral equity



Area

Explicit Safeguards

Monitoring

Data

Capacity Building

Balance

Suggestion

Re-include clear caste-based
protections

Independent oversight of Equity
Cells

Mandatory reporting on caste-based
grievances

Training of faculty & administrators

Equity + Social Justice approach
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Doomsday Clock: 85 seconds to midnight

Vasudevan Mukunth

The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists has moved the
hands of the Doomsday
Clock to 85 seconds to mid-
night, the closest the world
has ever been to global ca-
tastrophe in its estimation.
The announcement, on Ja-
nuary 27 in Washington
DC, reflects a darkening se-
curity landscape marked
by eroding nuclear norms,
escalating conflicts in Eu-
rope and Asia, climate and
biological risks, and a frac-
turing international order.

The new setting moves
the clock forward from its
previous position of 89 se-
conds to midnight from a
year ago.

“Last year, we warned
that the world was peri-
lously close to catastrophe
and that countries needed
to change course towards
international cooperation
and actions on the most
critical existential risks,”
SSB Chair and University of
Chicago professor Daniel
Holz said. “Unfortunately,
the opposite has
happened.”

The Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists was
founded in 1945 by Univer-
sity of Chicago scientists
who had helped develop
the first atomic weapons in
the Manhattan Project.
The Doomsday Clock was
created two years later, in
1947, as a metaphor for the

Ims oa&cows
10 MIDNIGHT
—e—

The Doomsday Clock

likelihood of a human-
made global catastrophe.
The Bulletin’s foremost
concern seems to be nu-
clear weapons. Recent rhe-
toric from the Trump ad-
ministration regarding the
potential resumption of
nuclear testing and the
modernisation of atomic
stockpiles is already desta-
bilising decades of deter-
rence strategy, fuelling an-

xiety among both allies
and adversaries.

“The last remaining
treaty governing nuclear
weapon stockpiles bet-
ween the U.S. and Russia
expires next week. For the
first time in over half a cen-
tury, there will be nothing
preventing a runaway nu-
clear arms race,” Mr. Holz
said.

He also cited the wor-
sening consequences of cli-
mate change, AI's effects
on mis- and dis-informa-
tion, and what he called
the “rise of nationalistic
autocracies” — referring to
the recent events in Minne-
sota — to support the Clock
being less than a minute
and half from midnight.

- o -



« What happened [ T §311?
e The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists moved the Doomsday Clock to 85 seconds to midnight
(closest ever). / Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 4 Doomsday Clock &I midnight & 85 seconds
R Je BT (319 dd T A37GIHB) | Revters
 Announcement was made on Jan 27 (Washington, DC). / €901 27 31943} (dif2ited DC) # g8 |

Reuters

« Why was it moved / 31 &=} g@1AT?

» A worsening global security landscape: eroding nuclear norms + conflicts + fractured
international cooperation. / dfedd IR &TwTd fameAT: Ffdiar norms BHSIR + TUY + HARTHIY
TEAM R IRIGE|  revters

e Major drivers highlighted: nuclear weapons risk, climate change, biological risks, and Al
misuse (mis/disinformation, warfare). / §% ®RUT: WRHIV] SIf&H, Sietary IRadH, stfaw sy,
3R Al &1 g5UANT (mis/disinformation, warfare)| reuters -

« Nuclear angle / 9HTU] T

e Concern over nuclear rhetoric and potential return to nuclear testing; modernization of arsenals
raises arms-race anxiety. | RIfaaR ST B aTqt &Y 3RIHT; arsenals & MEYfFdbIdH0T & arms-
race wIs|  Reuters 4

« The report flags weak/expiring arms-control guardrails. /| arms-control “TTS3ed" BHIR/IHE bl
3-ﬁ?| Reuters +



Theme
Midnight meaning / “Midnight” 3T

Who sets it / i € T &

CTBT / TRATY] G{ETOT Jeh

NPT / 399R gfer

New START / US—Russia arms control

Al risk / Al STTEH

Key facts / HET a2

Midnight = global catastrophe metaphor /

midnight = dfRae deTEr T Ydlsh

Bulletin + expert board moves it annually /

Advs 915 a¥ FLar §

CTBT bans all nuclear test explosions;
opened for signature 1996 / CTBT &Y
nuclear test explosions IX Ueh; 1996

(ctbto.org)

NPT aims non-proliferation + peaceful use +
disarmament; 5 NWS recognized / NPT & 3
pillars; 5 NWS HATIdl (Reuters)

Widely described as last remaining US—
Russia strategic arms control treaty; signed
2010, in force 2011 /mg'@r US—Russia
treaty (

Mentioned: misinformation + warfare uses
+ weak governance / misinfo + warfare +
governance gap (Reuters)

Extra exam points / 3fARed Id&T d2g

Not a prediction tool; a risk- ‘
communication device / prediction g,
awareness tool

Factors now include nuclear + climate +
bio + tech/Al (The Washington Post)

CTBT not in force until key ratifications
(Annex-2 states) /EFFFEI' ratification o
TSaT effective sTgr (armscontrol org)

Review Conferences every 5 years; next
due 2026 / 5-year review cycle (Reuters)

Due to expire in 2026 unless extended /
2026 H expiry (319X extend oI ET

UPSC angle: Al ethics, deepfakes, election
integrity, critical infra



https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2026/01/27/doomsday-clock-2026-85-seconds-to-midnight/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ctbto.org/our-mission/the-treaty?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/comprehensive-test-ban-treaty-glance?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/what-is-nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-2025-06-16/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/what-is-nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-2025-06-16/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/atomic-scientists-set-doomsday-clock-closer-midnight-than-ever-2026-01-27/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Statement-based

Doomsday Clock is a symbolic indicator of human-made global catastrophe risk. /

Doomsday Clock ATdg-fig afdae FIEI'I'&?f & SNTEH I Jdleh %’I

It is set by the United Nations annually. / 38 'a?gﬁ IS¢ g¥ Ilel AT FdAT gl
(a) L only /ahdel 1 (b) 2 only /hdel 2 (c)Both /&Il (d) Neither / IS gl




Uttarakhand Uniform Civil

Code (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2026



Aspect

State

Topic

Current Context

Date of Ordinance
Enforced From

Original UCC Enforcement

One-Year Milestone

Key Points for Exam
Uttarakhand

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) — Amendment Ordinance,
2026

Uttarakhand implemented the Uniform Civil Code
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2026, marking one year of
UCC enforcement in the state

January 2026
Immediate effect upon Governor’s approval
January 27, 2025

January 27, 2026 observed as “UCC Day” in
Uttarakhand



Dimension

Concept of UCC

Constitutional Provision

Nature of Article 44

Debate Since

Key View

Details

A common set of civil laws governing marriage, divorce,
inheritance, adoption, and succession for all citizens
irrespective of religion

Article 44 (Directive Principles of State Policy) — State shall
endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code

Non-justiciable but fundamental in governance

Constituent Assembly debates (1946—-49)

Balance between individual rights, gender justice, and
secularism




Case / Event

Shah Bano Case (1985)

Sarla Mudgal Case (1995)

John Vallamattom Case (2003)

Recent Trend

Key Observation

Highlighted need for uniform civil
laws for gender justice

SC emphasized UCC to prevent
misuse of personal laws

UCC linked with equality before
law

Courts reiterating UCC as a
reformative constitutional goal



Aspect Explanation

Ordinance (Temporary law with immediate

Type of Law ST

Article 213 — Governor’s power to promulgate

Constitutional Article Used .
Ordinances

Authority Promulgated after Governor’s approval

To refine and strengthen implementation of UCC

Reason for Ordinance Act, 2024



Objective

Streamlining Procedures

Administrative Efficiency

Transparency

Penalty Alignment

Effective Enforcement

Explanation

Simplifies registration and compliance
mechanisms

Reduces bureaucratic delays
Clearer procedures and accountability

Aligns penalties with new criminal laws (BNS,
BNSS, BSA)

Removes operational gaps observed in first
year




Dimension
First Indian State

Policy Experiment

Gender Justice

Secular Governance

Federal Implications

Importance

Uttarakhand is the first state to
fully implement UCC

Acts as a model for other states
Promotes equality in personal laws

Strengthens constitutional
secularism

Raises debate on Centre vs State
role in UCC



Fact

UCC Ordinance Power
UCC Mentioned In
First State with UCC
UCC Act Year

UCC Enforcement

UCC Day

Value

Article 213
Article 44
Uttarakhand
2024

January 27, 2025
January 27, 2026






Aspect

Implementing Agency

Ministry

Current Context
Date in News
Nature of Initiative

Mode of Data Collection
Fieldwork Start

Details

National Statistics Office

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
NSO preparing for two landmark national surveys to
fill long-standing data gaps

January 28, 2026

First-ever direct national income measurement
surveys

Fully digital
April 2026



Dimension

Data Gap

Existing Proxies

Policy Limitation

International Practice

Explanation

India lacks direct, comprehensive
household income data

Consumption (CES), employment
(PLFS), savings/investment

Inadequate income data affects
targeting, inequality analysis, and
welfare design

Many countries run regular income
surveys



Aspect

Pre-Independence

Post-Independence

NSSO Surveys

Expert Committees

Milestone

Status
Fragmented income estimates

Focus on National Accounts
Statistics (GDP)

Consumption & employment, not
direct income

Repeated recommendations for
Income surveys

NHIS becomes first pan-India
household income survey



Survey Description

First-of-its-kind pan-India
National Household survey on household
Income Survey (NHIS) Income distribution &
living conditions

Annual Survey of
Incorporated Service
Sector Enterprises
(ASISSE)

Focus on corporate
services sector income &
performance



Objective

Income Distribution
Inequality Measurement
Living Conditions

Policy Support

Data Integration

Explanation

Capture income across classes & regions
Better estimation of income inequality

Link income with housing, education, health
Evidence-based welfare & fiscal policy

Complement GDP, CES, PLFS data



Area

Importance

Welfare Targeting

More accurate beneficiary identification

Fiscal Policy

Better tax & subsidy design

Inequality Debate

Reliable evidence on income disparities

Economic Analysis

Improves macro & micro-level insights

Global Comparability

Aligns India with international statistical
standards







Aspect

Initiative Name
Current Context

Date
Venue

Lead Ministry

Other Participating Ministries

Nature of Event

Details
Model Youth Gram Sabha (MYGS)

National Award Ceremony to honour MYGS
winners

28 January 2026
New Delhi
Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Ministry of Education (School Education &
Literacy), Ministry of Tribal Affairs

National-level recognition of youth
engagement in grassroots democracy




Dimension

Democratic Need

Educational Gap

Governance Vision

Policy Focus

Explanation

Low youth participation in local self-
governance

Civics often remains theoretical

Build future-ready, participative citizens

Experiential learning + democratic values



Aspect Detalls
Gram Sabha Foundation of local democracy

Article 243A — Powers & functions
of Gram Sabha

73rd Constitutional Amendment
Act, 1992

MYGS bridges education +
constitutional practice

Constitutional Basis

Panchayati Ra]

Youth Engagement



Component
Nature
Participants

Method

Learning Outcome

Description

Simulated Gram Sabha & Gram
Panchayat proceedings

School students

Role-play, debates, resolutions,
decision-making

Practical understanding of local
governance



Parameter Data
Total Student Participation 28,000+
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas 619
Eklavya Model Residential Schools 200
Geographic Coverage Pan-India

Nature of Activities

Simulated Gram Sabha proceedings
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Aspect
Observed On

Also Known As

Purpose

Global Context

Details

28 January (annually)

Data Protection Day

To promote awareness about personal
data protection and digital trust

Rising digitisation, data-driven
governance, cyber risks




Dimension
Origin
Year of Convention

First Observed As Day

Significance

Adopted By

Key Points
Linked to Convention 108

1981 (entered into force later; anniversary
observed from 2006)

28 January

Marks the world’s first legally binding
international treaty on data protection

Council of Europe



Aspect

Full Name

Nature

Scope

Importance

Upgraded Version

Detalls

Convention for the Protection of
ndividuals with regard to Automatic
Processing of Personal Data

_egally binding international treaty
Protection of individuals’ personal data

Foundation of modern data protection
laws globally

Convention 108+ (to address digital age
challenges)



Dimension

Fundamental Right

Landmark Case

Constitutional Basis

Digital Governance

Key Points

Right to Privacy recognised by
Supreme Court

Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of
India (2017)

Article 21 (Right to Life & Personal
Liberty)

Privacy as core of India’s digital
ecosystem



“Chandrakant Lahariya
wins Wiley Research
Heroes Prize”,






Aspect

Awardee

Awarc
Category

Date in News
Global Standing
Selection Pool

Total Awardees (2025)

Details

Chandrakant Lahariya

Wiley Research Heroes Prize 2025
Impact Beyond Academia

28 January 2026

First Indian to receive this prize
2,000+ global nominations

5 researchers worldwide



Dimension

Awarding Body

Purpose

Focus Area

Importance

Key Points
Wiley

Recognises researchers whose work
creates real-world policy & societal
iImpact

Translating research into actionable
policy outcomes

Bridges gap between academia and
governance



Professional Background of Chandrakant Lahariya

Dimension

Field

Roles

International Experience
Core Expertise

Work Nature

Nature of His Research Impact

Area

Health Policy
Programme Design
Governance

Society

Details

Public Health & Health Policy

Researcher, academician, medical professional

Formerly associated with World Health Organization

Universal health coverage, immunisation, health systems

Evidence-based policy design & implementation

Contribution

Influenced national & sub-national health strategies

Evidence-led improvements in public health delivery

Strengthened accountability & outcome-based planning

Improved health outcomes beyond academic circles



France Bans Social
Media for Children
Under 15



Aspect
Country
Issue

Date in News

Nature of Step

Target Group

Key Concern

Details

France

Ban on social media access for children below 15 years
28 January 2026

Legislative

Users under 15 years of age

Screen addiction, mental health, algorithmic harm




Aspect

Lower House

Voting Outcome

Current Status
Implementation Timeline

Initial Coverage

Details

National Assembly

130 votes in favour, 21 against
Sent to French Senate for approval
From start of 2026 school year

New user accounts first



Dimension

Mental Health

Screen Addiction

Algorithmic Influence
Public Debate

Digital Regulation Trend

Explanation

Rising anxiety, depression, attention disorders among
minors

Excessive screen time linked to behavioural issues

Content amplification affecting child psychology
Growing concern across Europe

Shift from self-regulation to state intervention



Country / Region

France

EU (General)

India

USA

Approach
Full ban for under-15s

GDPR age of consent: 13-16
(state choice)

Advisory & parental consent
model

COPPA (under-13 protection)
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Word of the day

Schmooze:
an informal conversation; talk idly or casually
and in a friendly way

Synonymes: chat, confabulation

U Sage: We had a wonderful schmooze about
the old days.

Word of the day

Clamant:

conspicuously and offensively loud; given to
vehement outcry; demanding attention

Synonyms: crying, exigent, insistent,
blatant, clamorous, strident, vociferous

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/schmoozepro

Usa g€ There is a clamant public demand for
a new law to protect stray dogs.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/clamantpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fmu:z/

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [klaemant/, /kletmant/
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