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Nepal flood toll hits 389; rescue work in top gear
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The changing face of skin
llghtemng pragctlces in India
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The changing face of skin
lightening practices in India
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English

The desire for lighter skin continues, but terminology and

marketing have shifted from “fairness” to “brightening”,
“de-tan” and “even tone.”

Skin-lightening practices are moving beyond creams to skincare
procedures, dermatological treatments and digital
marketplaces.

Treatment of melasma, post-inflammatory hyperpigmentation
and other pigmentary disorders is different from trying to
lighten a person's normal skin colour.

Patients may approach doctors only after inappropriate
treatments cause acne, redness, thinning of skin, increased
facial hair or infections.

Advertising has shifted from conventional TV/product packaging
to influencers, e-commerce platforms, before-and-after images
and social media.

Recommendation algorithms may repeatedly expose users to
pigmentation/lightening content, reinforcing unrealistic beauty
standards.

Regulation must combine consumer awareness, digital literacy,
professional guidance and responsible advertising.
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Recommendation algorithms ang-aw skin-lightening content
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Al concern

Young people

Unsafe
products

Regulatory
challenge

Edited or Al-enhanced photographs can make skin  Edited JT Al-enhanced JEIR T &1 34 TRT 3IR
appear lighter, smoother and more uniform, making JHI fqd] W%, ST arRdfa® 3R manipulated

manipulation harder to identify. image H 3R BHIAT DI Eﬂ?ﬂ%l
Repeat:ed exposure may gradually.alter yl(I)ung ,  QIIdIR exposure ﬂaT&ﬁ P normal skin & Ufd &ROM
people's perception of what constitutes “normal

B gHIRAd HR ghdT g |

skin.

Unregulated products can expose people to Sffd Sarel Ao &Iﬂﬁlﬁ&_‘lc—d IR RIESEII]

inappropriate ingredients, including potent topical . . . : :
p.p P . & : . . &P P topical corticosteroids, mﬂvg&:r‘ma aa WW%I
corticosteroids, causing serious side-effects.

Online advertising, influencer marketing and e- Online advertising, influencer marketin \3?|T e-
commerce make conventional regulation more commerce 7 URUN® regulation G| 31'%$ CAREKRI|

difficult. feargl



* Key concepts to remember

* Colourism means discrimination or preferential treatment based on skin tone, generally
favouring lighter skin. It is different from racism, although the two can overlap.

* Hyperpigmentation is excessive pigmentation in particular areas of the skin. Treating a
medical pigmentation disorder should not automatically be equated with cosmetic skin
lightening.

 Digital literacy is increasingly becoming a public-health tool because people need the ability
to identify manipulated images, misleading advertisements and questionable medical claims
online.



* Old model:
Fairness cream - TV advertisement = explicit promise of fairer skin

* Emerging model:
“Glow / brightening / de-tan” = influencer - algorithm - edited/Al image - e-
commerce product/procedure

 Therefore:

* Social bias - Digital amplification - Consumer demand - Unregulated
treatment - Health consequences



Challenge

Deep-rooted preference for lighter skin

Euphemistic marketing

Influencer ecosystem

Al/manipulated photographs

E-commerce

Excessive cosmetic treatment

Weak consumer awareness

Algorithmic reinforcement

Exam-oriented interpretation
Social attitudes cannot be changed by regulation alone

“Fairness” claims can reappear through words such as
glow/brightening

Advertisement and personal recommendation can become
blurred

Creates unrealistic expectations
Questionable products can reach consumers easily

Medical treatment and commercial cosmetic intervention can
overlap

Consumers may not recognise harmful ingredients or misleading
claims

Platforms can repeatedly expose vulnerable users to similar
content



* Consider the following statements regarding skin-lightening practices:

* Treatment of hyperpigmentation and cosmetic lightening of normal skin colour are medically identical
objectives.

» Algorithm-driven digital platforms can potentially reinforce particular beauty standards through repeated
exposure.

 Digital literacy can have relevance to public health in the context of misleading skincare information.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1lonly

B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Why 543 should remain 543

ays after both Houses of Parkament

were adjourned sine die on August 13,
2026, the monsoon session has yet 1o
be formually prorogued. The delay has

and women's reservation. Whether o not that
happens, it gives urgency to a question
Parliament must confront: must delimitation
necessarily mean an enkargement of the Lok
Sabha?

Numbers alone cannot decide

At first glance, the issue looks like arithmetic.
India’s population has grown y since
mk&hlumumhmhﬂamym.

50 [t seems natural to angwe that representation
RISt now

Artiche 81 requires representation broadly to
correspond to population, “so far as practicable”,
while Article 82 provides for readjustment after
every Census, Yet, Parliament has twice modified

stake. In 1976, through the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment, the inter-State allocation of seats
waxs frozen on the basis of the 1971 Census so that
States successful in family planning were not
politically penalised for reducing population
wrowth, The freeze was later extended by the
84th Amendment until the publication of figures
from the first Census conducted after 2026,
Parliament thus recognised that population
matters, but it Is not the only constitutional valoe
at stake.

The government has reportedly suggested

every State's representation by roughly

50%, anguing that this would beave each with the
same ‘propoction’ of Lok Sabha seats that it has
today. On the Bce of it, that appears to answer
the fear of the southern States of losing thelr
relative position, But ‘propartion” tells only half
the story.

Suppase Uttar Pradesh rises from 80 seats o
mmmmmmmmsa

relationship
unchanged. Yet, the absalute gap in voting
strength rises from 41 Members of Parliament
(MP) to around 61, Parliament does not vote in
proportions; it votes in absolute numbers.
Governments are formed by numbers, and

stabifisation would not see their political voice
diminished for doing what national policy

encouraged. That should not now
be thoughtiessty

boundaries can be redrawn without changing the

number of seats allocated to each State, The
delimitation after the 2001 Census reorganised
constituencies within States while maintaining
the existing inter-State allocation.

That principle can be adopted again. The 2027
Census can provide the basls for redrawing
constituencies within each State so that
populations are more evenly distributed.
Boundaries can reflect movement
and urbanisation. None of this requires

increasing the Lok Sabha beyond 543 or

the Lok Sabha

disturbing the present federal balance.

One-third reservation for women is now being
connected with defimitation, mhlumemol

the Lok Sabha is presented partly as a way of
accommodating women without disturbing
existing political interests,

But women's representation should not
become a constitutional justification for enlarging
the House. One-third of the present Lok Sabdha is
approximately 181 seats. Women can receive their
constitutionally promised representation within
the existing House of 543. The purpose of
reservation is to alter who occupies

liamentary seats, not necessarily to create

of additional ones.

A 50% expansion could produce a curious
result: the number of women MPs would rise,
which s desirable, but so would the numerical
dominance of the already larger States. A reform
intended to correct one

could &

bl

pen another. Women's

sinoe 1963, Going a step further, Hungary

reduced its Parliament from 386 membess to 199,
while Italy reduced its Chamber of Depaties from
630 to 400, There s no democratic law requiring
legistatures to grow whenever population grows,

Blgger House, weaker deliberation

There s another serfous concern: what & lurger
House does to Parliument’s own functioning,
Parliamentary time does not expand with the
number of MPs, Even with 543 members, many
MPs hardly get opportunities to speak, ask
questions or raise matters of public importance.
A Lok Sabha enlarged by 50%, to more than 800
members, would reduce those opportunities
further. It may increase repeesentation
numerscally while weakening the quality of
deliberation, one of Parliament’s most

ULS. congressional district or a UK. constituency.

Pr!uhmhemnscwhﬂe!hepopuhﬂon
keeps growing means that burden only increases

after delimitation, and the case for more
repeesentatives to improve accessibility is a real
ane. But it does not follow that the additional
representatives must sit in Parliament. Most
citizens approach elected representatives over
roads, schools, hospitals, local services and State
administration - matters substantially within the
State sphere. If population growth has made
constituencles unwicldy, strengthening
mmnﬂonnﬂn&mhdk.ﬂm a
more sensible solution. More MLAs and smaller
Assembly

Sabha expansion fraught. A larger Assembly shifts
no balance between States — each answers only
to its own population, Vidhan Sabhas can
therefore grow to meet accessibility needs
without disturblng the inter-State balance in
Parliament that the 1976 freeze was deslgned to
protect. Then comes women's reservation.

representation and federal Eximess are both
legitimate constitutional objectives. India need
not choose between them.,

Preserve 543, undertake reforms

The solution is simple: retain the Lok Sabha at
543; preserve the present Inter-State distribution
ofmmdemhddhmdonwmlnm«i

advantage for States where on grew
faster would invert the incentive the Union
deliberately created.

population should matter, Of course it should.
The question is whether it should now

mechanically rearrange the federal political
balance that India consclously preserved for five
decades. Twice before, Parliament amended the

HRtmcrmnymwhuhumlhnmmaybe
recalled makes this more than an academic
debate, Decmtalnenmwumlddwrth
federal balance of the Republic for decades.

Sometiones constitutional wisdom lies not in =

making institutions larger, but in preserving the

balance that has allowed them to endure; 543 has
served India for more than half a century. There

is a strong constitutional, federal and democratic
case for letting this number remain 543,




Issue

Present Lok Sabha
strength

Core debate

Article 81

Article 82

42nd Amendment,
1976

Alternative solution

English

Lok Sabha currently has 543 elected seats.

Should population growth automatically result in more Lok Sabha
seats? The author argues No.

Provides that representation should broadly correspond to
population, “so far as practicable.”

Provides for readjustment/delimitation after every Census, subject
to constitutional provisions.

Froze inter-State allocation of Lok Sabha seats based broadly on the
1971 Census, protecting States that successfully controlled
population growth.

Strengthen Vidhan Sabhas, local institutions and accessibility of
representatives rather than continuously enlarging Parliament.
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84th Amendment

Federal concern

Delimitation #
Expansion

2027 Census

Women’s
reservation

Extended the freeze on inter-State seat allocation until the
first Census taken after 2026.

A purely population-based redistribution could increase the
political weight of faster-growing States and relatively
reduce that of States that achieved population stabilisation.

Constituency boundaries can be redrawn without
necessarily increasing the total number of Lok Sabha seats.

The author says updated Census data can provide the basis
for redrawing constituencies within States.

Women can receive their constitutionally provided
representation within the existing House, according to the
author.

84d ATAYTT MY = 5T IIRIT B! 2026 b q1G gIF
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Bigger House: Author's Concerns

India's MPs already represent exceptionally large constituencies. At first glance, increasing MPs therefore
appears attractive.

However, the author raises another issue:

543 MPs - already limited speaking time - Larger House - less time per MP - potentially weaker
deliberation

The article gives international comparisons:

Legislature Size/Observation mentioned @)

US House of Representatives 435 voting members
Swiss National Council 200
Hungarian Parliament Reduced from 386 to 199
Italian Chamber of Deputies Reduced from 630 to 400
India Lok Sabha 543 elected members

The broader lesson is:

Population growth £ democratic necessity to continuously expand legislature size.



e Under the Constitution (106th Amendment) Act, 2023 — Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, roughly
one-third reservation is provided for women in the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies, with
implementation linked to a delimitation exercise after the relevant Census process.

* The author argues that:

* Women's representation should increase by changing WHO occupies parliamentary seats, rather
than necessarily increasing HOW MANY parliamentary seats exist.

* So:
* 543 seats x 1/3 = 181 seats for women

* This is conceptually important: reservation and expansion are separate constitutional-policy
questions.



North—-South / Federalism Dimension

This is probably the most important mains angle.

Southern States such as Tamil Nadu and Kerala achieved relatively earlier demographic transition through
improvements in areas such as:

Education - Healthcare - Family planning = Lower fertility = Slower population growth

If future representation were based mechanically on population, faster-growing States could receive
substantially greater parliamentary weight.

This creates a policy paradox:

Successful population control - slower population growth - relatively fewer seats - reduced
political influence

Therefore, delimitation becomes not merely an electoral issue but a question of:

Federalism + Demography + Representation + Regional balance + Cooperative federalism



Author's Proposed Way Forward

The article essentially advocates:

Retain 543 Lok Sabha seats

N

Conduct delimitation using updated population data

N

Preserve inter-State balance

N2

Redraw constituencies within States

N

Implement women's reservation within existing structure
N

Strengthen State Assemblies/local institutions where greater representation is needed

The objective is to reconcile three competing values:

Democratic representation + Federal fairness + Women's representation



e Consider the following statements:

Article 81 of the Constitution deals with the composition of the Lok Sabha.

Article 82 provides for readjustment following every Census in accordance with law.
Delimitation necessarily requires an increase in the total number of Lok Sabha seats.

The freeze on inter-State allocation of Lok Sabha seats was originally introduced in the
constitutional framework during the 1970s.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4
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A.P. to become third subsea
hub on data centre buildout

The State is witnessing investments from tech giants Microsoft and Google, which are building
fresh subsea cable infrastructure, currently concentrated in Mumbai and Chennai

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

s a result of data-

centre buildout in

Andhra  Pradesh
and Telangana, the form-
er’s coastline will soon
hold new landing stations
for subsea cables, which
connect global Internet
with India.

On one hand, Microsoft
is i in a consor-
tium with firms like Light-
storm and Singaporean tel-
co Singtel w land the 3,600
km India-Southeast Asia
(1-2SEA) Submarine Cable
System, and Google has
the globe-spanning Ameri-
ca-India Connect system,
which will land in Visakha-
patnam, where the tech
glant’s datacentre complex
is being built.

“"As part of this Al hub...
we're bringing in multiple
new subsea cables that will
land on the coast of And-
hra Pradesh around the
Vishakhapatnam  area,”
Alexander Smith, a Google
executive who oversees
several of the firm’s physi-
cal infrastructure projects
in the Asia Pacific region,
told The Hindu in an inter-
view on Thursday.

“That will mean that es-
sentially India will have, af-
ter Mumbsai and Chennai, a
third digital international
subsea gateway... connect-
ing India directly with
Southeast Asia, so Singa-
pore and a couple of the
other main markets, down
into Australia and right
around into the Middle
East and FEurope and

Network busy

A.P's coastline will soon hold new landmng stations for subses
cables, which connect global internet with Indla

® Essontially Incia will have
a ihird digital internationad
Subsea gatewiry connecting
bedin directly wah
Southeast Asla

= Microsoft is part of a
consartium with firms ke
Lightstorm and Singtel 1o
Land the 3,600 km -25EA
Submarioe Cable System

beyond. So this will...
make India and Vizag in
particular one of the mast
connected places in the
world,” Mr. Smith added.

Lightstorm CEQ Amajit
Gupta said in an interview
with The Hindu in june that
I-2SEA "connects South-
east Asia, specifically Sin-
gapore and Malaysia, to the
east coast of India," and
that the cable system,
which also connects to
Chennal, “provides a
brand new corridor to
South Asia” from South
East Asia, where a lot of in-
frastructure serving Indian
enterprises and consum-
ers continues to reside.

The cable system is set
to be ready for service in
Q4 2029, Mr. Gupta said
that new cable buildout in
a fresh Jocation was key to
preserving Indian internet
connectivity from a stra-
tegic standpoint.

“If you peel the onion
and look at the cables
which connect the east
coast of India... most of
these are pretty old ca-
bles,” he said. “They are
easily about 8, 10, 12, 15

years old... [they]| are filled
with capacity and are also
rapidly running into end of
life* Mr. Gupta said that
there were geopolitical de-
risking tailwinds driving
these investments. “I don't
need to tell you what's hap-
pening in West Asia, which
mmmle are begin-
ning to think, hey, now this
is getting so dangerous,
why can't we flush the traf-
fic out to the eastern coast

of India so that at the Jeast |
have resilience and at the

ble landing, both projects
require significant Infras-
tructure further inkand.
“This is a pan-India pro-
ject,” Mr. Smith said,
“We're needing to in-
stall and then light and op-
erate thousands of kilo-
metres of new fiber ... |
think what's kind of unde-
rappreciated is that this
will really create a robust
new layer of digital con-
nectivity... that will go bet-
ween some of the mainline
metros.” Taking a cue from

landside fiber built on top
of electrical transmission
lines, Mr. Gupta said that
Lightstorm is “likely to
build a terrestrial corridor
chilipatnam to Mumbai,
Hyderabad and similarly
Chennai to Hyderabad and
Mumbai with the same
bandwidth™,

“Fiber itsell is out of
stock across the S Mr.
Gupta said, ing “in-
cluding from Indian man-
facturers, And then the fib-
er sub-components, the
fiber raw material, the in-
puts are all in short supply.
So that has never been the
case for the last 10 to 15
years”

Google facility

Mr. Smith said that Goo-
gle’s Visakhapatnam facili-
ty will focus on inference,
with no immediate plans
for performing power-hun-
@y training runs, He ad-
ded that the firm was try-
ing to acquire as much
renewable power for the
project as possible - point-
ing out that Google is
among the biggest buyers
of renewable energy in the
world — and that water use
minimisation was also on
the agenda with air cooling
technologies.

He added that the Goo-
gle facility will focus on in-
ference for domestic enter-
prises and government
agencies, as there has been
“pretty deep Al adoption
across the delivery of go-
vernment services at the
State levels as well as Un-
ion level *




Topic

New subsea hub

Location

Why Vizag?

Microsoft project

12-SEA length

Energy requirement

English

Andhra Pradesh is expected to emerge as India’s third
major international subsea gateway, after Mumbai and
Chennai.

New cable landing infrastructure is being developed
around Visakhapatnam.

Its east-coast location provides strategic connectivity
towards Southeast Asia and beyond.

Microsoft is part of a consortium with Lightstorm and
Singtel for the 12-SEA submarine cable system.

The proposed cable is approximately 3,600 km long.

Large Al/data-centre facilities require substantial
electricity; Google intends to procure significant
renewable power.

fet

311y TR b g 3R AAS & 91G HIRT BT ARRT
sn?lzfa gatewaya:lefﬁﬂ‘l-ﬂa:ﬂél S

T cable landing infrastructure TORTRATTH & 3THU™
fap i fpar ST RET 8 |

dc &1 fRUMd & BRI Viza ﬁEfEI'UT QlQIQI@
% connectivity ﬁlﬁﬂ;ﬁ% qj

Microsoft, Lightstorm AR Singtel & 1Y 12-SEA
submarine cable system 7 ‘J-I'I"T@RET%

TRATfad e TTHT 3,600 fHHY et |

Al/data centres ﬁﬁwﬁma@a W%a?ﬂ% sﬂﬁﬂ

renewable energy procurement




12-SEA
connectivity

Google project
Google data

centre

Expected
timeline

Domestic
infrastructure

Al connection

It connects Southeast Asia, particularly
Singapore/Malaysia, towards India's east coast.

Google's Americas-India Connect system is planned
to land in Visakhapatnam.

Google is simultaneously developing a major data-
centre complex in Vizag.

The article says the 12-SEA system is targeted to be
ready for service in Q4 2029.

International cables require extensive inland fibre
connectivity to distribute capacity across India.

Google's Vizag facility is expected to focus
significantly on Al inference.

g GI&TU- Q&ITIT,\%@W Singapore/Malaysia Pl
HRd & Jdl de A Sedl gl

Google dT Americas-India Connect system

fI=RIRATUTH H land B B AT B |
Google Vizag ﬁWEI@T data-centre complex H fa i
CREEE

SECCD 12-SEA system Pl Q4 2029 d service-
ready h & %I

&i?RT@'q HId! & 1Y YR &b HIdR ATIF terrestrial
fibre network 4 W%I

Google 1 Vizag facility WWfocus Al inference
U I




What is a Submarine Cable?

Submarine/undersea fibre-optic cables are cables laid on the seabed that carry digital information
between countries and continents.

g & ad W faers E fibre-optic cables it 22if 31k waTgul & &t digital data ®T transmission &3t &1
A simplified chain:

Global Internet

N

7. Submarine Fibre Cable
v

W Cable Landing Station
N

Domestic Fibre Network
N

Data Centres | Telecom Networks
N

B Users

Important exam fact

International Internet connectivity depends heavily on undersea fibre-optic cable networks. Satellites
are important, particularly for remote connectivity and resilience, but subsea cables form the backbone
for enormous volumes of international data traffic.



Why Data Centres Need Submarine Cables
Think of it as:
Al boom

N

More computation

\%

More data centres

\%

Huge data movement

NY

High-capacity fibre connectivity

NY

Submarine cable investment

Therefore, the article is useful for GS-llI: Digital Infrastructure +
Al + Cybersecurity + Energy.



* Consider the following statements regarding submarine communication cables:
* They use fibre-optic technology for transmitting digital information.
* Cable landing stations connect submarine cable systems with terrestrial communication networks.

* Submarine cables can contribute to the resilience of a country's international digital connectivity when routes
and landing points are diversified.

e Submarine communication cables are useful only for voice communication and cannot carry Internet data.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and2only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C.2,3and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4



India to Host 18th BRICS Summit
— 2026



Point
Summit
Host
Year
City

Chair
Chairship began

2026 Theme

Importance

English

18th BRICS Summit
India

2026

New Delhi

India holds BRICS Chairship in 2026

1 January 2026

Building Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability

2026 marks 20 years since the first
BRIC ministerial process began in
2006

fedt

1841 BRICS RIGR IH@H

HIRd
2026

% fowe

it

YRd 2026 T BRICS T & B

WEIe

1 SHasT 2026
AT, AR, 98T iR
fRRar &1 fFEfor

2026 T BRIC UfehT &1 YH3MTd &
209 REIA G



BRIC - BRICS - Expanded BRICS

2001

N

Economist Jim O'Neill popularised the acronym BRIC for Brazil,
Russia, India and China.

2006

N

BRIC cooperation began formally at the foreign-ministers level.
2009

N

First BRIC Summit — Yekaterinburg, Russia
2010/2011

N

South Africa joined - BRIC became BRICS
2024 onward

N

Major expansion of membership.

Original BRICS

B — Brazil BR

R — Russia RU

| - India IN

C—China cN

S — South Africa zA



Members

IiI

South Africa
United Arab Em



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates

Dimension
Multipolarity

Global South

Financial governance
Development finance

Trade

Energy security

Climate change

Technology

Strategic autonomy

Significance

Provides India a platform to advocate a more representative international
order

Strengthens developing-country participation in global governance
Supports reform of institutions such as IMF and World Bank

New Development Bank provides an alternative/additional source of
development finance

Promotes economic cooperation among large emerging economies

Expanded BRICS includes several important energy producers

Platform for sustainable development and climate-finance discussions

Cooperation in Al, digital economy, innovation and emerging technologies

Allows India to cooperate across different geopolitical groupings




Feature
Established
Operational
Headquarters
Purpose

First President

Nature

Fact

Agreement signed in 2014

2015

Shanghai, China

Infrastructure and sustainable-development financing
K.V. Kamath of India

Multilateral Development Bank



India's BRICS Chairships

India previously chaired BRICS in:

2012 - 2016 - 2021 - 2026

This is a straightforward factual area for competitive exams.

* India's 2026 chairship is especially significant because it comes amid an expanded BRICS
architecture and heightened debate over reform of global institutions.



2026 Theme — Remember as RICS

The theme can be remembered through:

R — Resilience

| — Innovation

C — Cooperation

S — Sustainability

The official wording is:

“Building Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability.”



BRICS

Strong representation of
emerging/developing economies

Strong Global South dimension

Includes China and Russia

New Development Bank
Diverse political/economic systems

Focus includes reform of global
governance

G7

Primarily advanced industrial
democracies

Predominantly Western advanced
economies + Japan

Does not include China or Russia
No directly equivalent “G7 Bank”

More politically/economically aligned
members

Major role in coordinating advanced-
economy policies



Why Expanded BRICS is Significant
Expansion increases the grouping's:
Population weight

+

Energy significance
+

Economic influence

+

Global South representation

+

Geopolitical diversity

But enlargement also creates challenges:

More members - More diverse interests - Harder
consensus-building

This gives a strong mains argument:



* Challenges for India within BRICS

* China factor

* China's economic weight within the grouping is substantially larger than India's.
* India-China differences

* BRICS cooperation exists alongside unresolved bilateral strategic issues.

* Russia-West tensions

* India must balance its strategic relationships with Russia, the U.S., Europe and other partners.
* Expanded membership

* More members make consensus increasingly complex.

* Institutional effectiveness

* Declarations must translate into measurable cooperation.

* Strategic autonomy

* India participates simultaneously in BRICS and forums such as the Quad and G20, reflecting issue-based partnerships rather than
rigid bloc politics.



e Consider the following statements regarding BRICS:
* India holds the BRICS Chairship in 2026.
e The first BRIC Summit was held in Russia.
 The New Development Bank is headquartered in Shanghai.
* Indonesia is a member of BRICS.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4



US FDA Approves
Daraxonrasib for
Pancreatic Cancer



Topic

Drug

Brand name
Approved by
Approval date

Disease

Drug type
Administration
Developer
Major trial

Trial participants
Median overall survival

Median PFS

Objective response rate

English
Daraxonrasib
RASONQUE

U.S. Food and Drug Administration

(FDA)
26 August 2026

Metastatic pancreatic
adenocarcinoma

RAS inhibitor

Oral tablet, once daily
Revolution Medicines
Phase Il RASolute 302
500 patients

13.2 months vs 6.7 months with
standard chemotherapy

7.2 vs 3.6 months
30% vs 11%

fadl
SRAARIRE

RASONQUE

3R W Td 3ufY U=me- (FDA)
26 3 2026

Herefess Ufcharics TR
RAS inhibitor

uﬁﬁqqaa oral tablet

Revolution Medicines
Phase Il RASolute 302

500 HIST

13.2 HTg d-TH 6.7 HTg standard
chemotherapy

7.2 9-TH 3.6 HIg
30% d-TH 11%



* Traditional approach
Cancer - broadly acting chemotherapy - healthy + cancer cells affected

® versus

* Targeted therapy
Cancer - identify molecular driver - inhibit specific signalling pathway -
suppress tumour growth



e What is Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma?

* The pancreas / IR is located behind the stomach
and performs both:

* Exocrine function - digestive enzymes
Endocrine function - hormones such as insulin and
glucagon

* Pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) arises from
cells associated with the pancreatic ductal system and is
the dominant form of pancreatic cancer.

* Metastatic cancer means:

* Primary tumour in pancreas = cancer cells spread -
distant organs/tissues

* Hence, metastatic PDAC is an advanced-stage disease.
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PANCREATIC CANCER

HEALTHY PANCREAS

PANCREATIC °
TUMOR




Phase Main purpose

Pre-clinical Laboratory/animal studies

Phase | Safety, tolerability, dosage

Phase Il Preliminary efficacy + safety

Phase I\ (I;?friiz-cs;lc/ilaef;:fymparison to establish
Regulatory approval Regulator assesses evidence

Phase IV Post-marketing surveillance



* Consider the following statements:
* Daraxonrasib is a RAS-targeted therapy.
* KRAS belongs to the RAS family.

* Daraxonrasib was approved by the U.S. FDA for metastatic
pancreatic adenocarcinoma under specified eligibility conditions.

* FDA approval automatically constitutes marketing approval for the
same drug in India.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2only
B.1,2 and 3 only
C.2,3and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4




Word of the day

Impetuous: characterised by undue haste
and lack of thought or deliberation

Synonyms: impulsive, adventurous,
fearless

Usage: His impetuous decision to quit his job
surprised everyone.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/impetuous

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /1impetfuas/

o



Thank you




