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SC seeks Centre’s
reply to plea on
defection clause

NEW DEL
The Supreme Court on Monday
Sought the Union

gove coa
plea fled by senior advocate
Kapil Sibal

CJP warns of fresh protests over
government’s ‘breach of promise’

Centre violati

NEW DELHI

Ie Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) on Mon-
warn,

fresh protests, accusing the
Centre of violating its assu-
rance that no punitive ac
tion  would taken

ton against the
protesters. Hundreds of
students have been arrest-
ed in Bihar and Bengal,
and hundreds are being

assurance of not
while many are under survei

testers. say s Cockroach Janta

Bihar

in Del-
hi and other States” QP
spokesperson  Ashutosh

Ranka said in a post on X.
The statement came fol-
lowing reports of crack-

been abducted by a special
team of police in a vehicle
without number plates.

vernmennts file FIRs against
people who peacefully
protested in different parts
of the country, the CIP will

assist-
with
tates.
The Bihar government
announced later in the

evening that it was with-
drawing all FIRs against

“Under the guise of the

vehicle. When the Union

fore 6 pm. onJuly 26, FiRs
in West Bengal and Assam
have also been withdrawn,
the QJP said on Monday

awaiting a written agree-

ment from the Centre by
Tuesday, he added.

1n Uttar Pradesh, Samaj-
wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav alleged that many
students in Prayagraj have

that no action would be ta-

such deceit taking place,”
M. Yadav wrote in a past
on'X, also posting a video
news report in support of
his claims. The Prayagraj
police have registered two
FIRs at the Civl Lines

station in connection
it the lleged vandstim
of two SUVs and attack
during Saturday’s student
protest.

Rajya Sabla MP and se-
nior advocate Xapil Sibal,
who addressed a press
conference with CIP lead-
ers on Monday, said if go-

create a w
track the affected people.
“They (CIP) will create a
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who are willing to provide
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s:ly\.ng a total of 694 indiv
duals were taken into cus-
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339 minors and students
were released followin
verification, and 355 indivi-
duals involved in violent
incidents have been pro-
duced before the court.

day arrested two more per-
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he said, adding that multi-
ple reports have emerged
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called off a 36-day protest

Pradhan as Education Mi-
nister. ~We demand that all
the FIRs e protes-

E
H

leased and no future FIRs
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SC mulls guidelines
for police conduct
during mass protests

NEW DELHI

Observing that the consti-
tutional right to peaceful

fate police conduct during
scale demonstra-

tons.
“The right to peaceful
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Include independent auditor in temple SIT: SC

Aaratrika Bhanmik
NEW DELHI

Calling for a_“qualitative
and Empartial” investiga-
tion, Supreme Court
on Monday directed the Ut-
tar Pradesh government to
include an independent fo-
rensic auditor in the recon-
stituted Special Investiga-

tions at the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi  Temple  in
Ayodhya.

Hearing a batch of pert-
tions seeking an indepen-
dent probe into the alleged
financial irregularities in
the affairs of the Shri Ram

Teerth
2 three
eaded by

Chief Justice of India (1)
Surya Kant directed
the SIT 1o subsmit a status
report on the progress of
the investigation within
two weeks.

“~Since the nature of the
investigation involves the
all

rience in forensic auditing
also be asa
member of the SIT.” the
Bench, including J
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohans,

Apbaaring for the Uttar
gamuumenl Sol
icitor-General Tushar M.
ta nformed the Bench thie
-member SIT he:
Inspector-General of
e Bery Wiran 5 had
been constituted to investi-
pate the alleged embezzle-
ment of donations 2t the
temple. e said the panel
had been reconstituted in
compliance with the top
court’s earlier directions.
Earlier, the Bench
cautions

parties
against "podlllmhz" the

Solicitor- General Tushar Mchta had A i i RISk R

Harsns.

of the matter,” the Bench
ad told Mr. Mehta, refer-

theft szp

The Chief Justice then
said that an “eminent, e

Teerth Kshetra Trust. He
urged the Bench to direct
the Trust to upload details
of all donation receipts on
its website 1o ensure tan-
sparency

“Recaipts were collect-
ed for the Trust from all ov-

large-scale reports that ul-
timately the money has not

reached the Trust. Whstev-

er recedpts the Trust has re-

ceived should be put on

the website. That w:
e

. peo-
will know whethes

posted for further hearing
after two  weel
Bench directed the SIT to
place its status report on
and indicated that it
would continue to monitor
the progress of the
investigation.

Several petitions
One of the petitions has
been filed by

Goswami, who has sought
a Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBD probe into the
ed scam along with an
it of the Trust's financ-

ring
prising Latcimaw

missioner vua, Vish.
was Pant, Mr. Kiran, a

o con-
shkr placing the ongoing
police probe under the su-
pervision of the three-
member SIT that had first

vered prima. !acie evi-
demce ofthe sliege] fwid.

e would like you to

interpretation of the “merger

Constitution. » PAGE &
cae
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of trust funds, the learned
Solicitor-General, repre-
senting the State of Uttar
Pradesh, has fairly agreed
that an auditor with expe-

take
the same SIT lh.n e

o
supervise
tion. Those senior nlﬁchh

we firsthand experience

Neel Ratan.
On Monday, Mr. Mehta

tendent of Police (Ayod-
hya) Gaurav Grover as
members in the reconst-
tuted SIT.

cotmwant with expértise in
forensic auditing be includ-
ed in the investigation
team. Mx. Mehta agreed to
the suggestion.

“Let SIT do its job”

Senior advocate at
Kamat, appearing for ane
of the petitioners, submit-
ted that there were “large-

thy
Ram Janmabhoomi

that the proceedings were
not adversarial i

and that there shnnhl be
“nothing

rection at this stage,

3 that the SIT shoum
first Be. allowed 1o com
plete its probe. It instead
asked

dered

20 that appmprlale direc-
tion
t stage.,

s
The matter has been

audit of the finances of the

Tehran says it
still controls
Hormuz, not
talking to US.

DUBAI

Iran sasd on Monday it
still in control of the S(rall
of Hormmuz and not seeking
10 resume peace talks with
the US., after President
Trump hal
twosesk bombing cam-
paign his top brass told
him had run its course.
Follaw‘nxg 13 successive
mbing that pro-
\'o.\led Tehla.n o fire on

as lon,

pmsembamnmge.muu
y. Mr.

said that diplomacy ith

K
e integrity
dence
ing the mmugaum

vice from top brass that the
bombing, had reached the
limits of what it coud
achieve, a U.S. official said.

FULL REPORT OM
» PAGE 16



CJP warns of fresh protests over
government’s ‘breach of promise’

Centre violating assurance of not taking action against protesters, says Cockroach Janta Party; hundreds of students held

while many are under surveillance, says spokesperson; Bihar withdraws FIRs; Bengal and Assam follow suit, says the CJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cockroach Janta
T Party (CJP) on Mon-

day warned of
fresh protests, accusing the
Centre of violating its assu-
rance that no punitive ac-
tion would be taken
against protesters.

“We are observing a
complete breach of the
agreement regarding no
police action against the
protesters. Hundreds of
students have been arrest-
ed in Bihar and Bengal,
and hundreds are being
surveilled/harassed in Del-
hi and other States,” CJP
spokesperson  Ashutosh
Ranka said in a post on X.

The statement came fol-
lowing reports of crack-
down on volunteers assist-
ing  protesters  with
logistics in various States.

The Bihar government
announced later in the
evening that it was with-
drawing all FIRs against
protesters registered be-
fore 6 p.m. on July 26. FIRs
in West Bengal and Assam
have also been withdrawn,
the CJP said on Monday
night.

However, Mr. Ranka, in
a late-night post, said vo-
lunteers from Rajasthan
were being harassed and
demanded coordination
between the Centre and
State governments to with-
draw FIRs. The CJP was
awaiting a written agree-
ment from the Centre by
Tuesday, he added.

In Uttar Pradesh, Samaj-
wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav alleged that many
students in Prayagraj have

CJP leaders Saurav Das, centre, and Ashutosh Ranka, rig

in New Delhi. R. V. MOORTHY

been abducted by a special
team of police in a vehicle
without number plates.

Continued crackdown
“Under the guise of the
Prayagraj protest, many
students have been picked
up by the U.P. Police’s spe-
cial team in an unmarked
vehicle. When the Union
government had promised
that no action would be ta-
ken against any student,
then on whose orders is
such deceit taking place,”
Mr. Yadav wrote in a post
on X, also posting a video
news report in support of
his claims. The Prayagraj
police have registered two
FIRs at the Civil Lines pol-
ice station in connection
with the alleged vandalism
of two SUVs and attack
during Saturday’s student
protest.

Rajya Sabha MP and se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal,
who addressed a press
conference with CJP lead-
ers on Monday, said if go-

vernments file FIRs against
people who peacefully
protested in different parts
of the country, the CJP will
create a framework to
track the affected people.
“They (CJP) will create a
website where lawyers
who are willing to provide
help can register their
names, location and the
kind of help they can offer.
I will personally contribute
%1 crore... our lawyers will
support them across In-
dia,” he said.

In NDA-ruled Bihar, the
police issued a statement
saying a total of 694 indivi-
duals were taken into cus-
tody across the State fol-
lowing a protest on July 25.
Among those detained,
339 minors and students
were released following
verification, and 355 indivi-
duals involved in violent
incidents have been pro-
duced before the court.

In BJP-ruled West Ben-
gal, Kolkata Police on Mon-
day arrested two more per-

. M ~ )"
ht, with Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal and others

> g

sonsin connection with the
violence that erupted at Es-
planade area following a
police crackdown on prot-
esters demanding the re-
signation of Mr. Pradhan.

With this, the total num-
ber of arrests after the vio-
lence rose to 16.

Addressing the press
conference, Mr. Ranka reit-
erated the Centre’s assu-
rances given during the
third round of talks on July
25.

“We had submitted a
written draft of this agree-
ment to J.P. Naddaji and Ji-
tendra Singhyji, and it was
agreed that the govern-
ment would share its writ-
ten copy of the agreement
with us by Tuesday. If the
government does not share
the written agreement by
tomorrow, and if students,
youth, and protesters who
have been arrested or de-
tained in different States
are not released, the Cock-
roach Janta Party will once
again be forced to protest,”

he said, adding that multi-
ple reports have emerged
in Delhi about the deten-
tion of volunteers who sup-
ported the protesters with
logistics.

On Saturday, the CJP
called off a 36-day protest
atJantar Mantar in Delhi af-
ter the Union government
agreed to its three main de-
mands, including the resig-
nation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Education Mi-
nister. “We demand that all
the FIRs against the protes-
ters be immediately with-
drawn, students be re-
leased and no future FIRs
be filed (in line with our
agreement) by Delhi pol-
ice/Central investigative
agencies/police in BJP-al-
lied States, failing which
we will be forced to sit on
protest again,” Mr. Ranka
said. Congress-affiliated
National Students’ Union
of India also accused the
Centre of going back on its
promise.

Congress MP Deepen-
der Singh Hooda said in a
post on X, “Multiple plat-
forms are reporting that
Jantar Mantar protesters
and also protesters elsewh-
ere are being targeted by
authorities. This contrad-
icts the promise made by
the government. If anyone
needs legal aid/ support,
contact my team by tag-
ging @TeamDeepender.”
(With inputs from Nikhil M.
Babu in Delhi, Senjuti Sen-
gupta in Kolkata, Mayank
Kumar in Lucknow, Amit
Bhelari and Amarnath Tew-
ary in Patna)
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SC mulls guidelines
for police conduct
during mass protests

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Observing that the consti-
tutional right to peaceful
protest must be protected,
the Supreme Court on
Monday indicated that it
may consider framing un-
iform guidelines to regu-
late police conduct during
large-scale  demonstra-
tions.

“The right to peaceful
protest is absolutely gua-
ranteed under the Consti-
tution. So long as it is a
peaceful agitation, merely
because there is agitation,
there cannot be [police ex-
cesses)... If there is police
excess committed, it
should be independently
examined. Merely because
there is agitation, it does
not mean there should bea
lathi charge. Discipline is
integral to the democratic
process,” Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant orally re-
marked. The observations
came as multiple petitions
concerning protests over
examination issues, includ-
ing pleas alleging police ex-
cesses during the July 20
march to Parliament as
well as those concerning
the alleged “aerial firing”
by police in Bihar, were
mentioned before the
Bench.

The top court agreed to
hear all pending petitions
together on Tuesday.

The CJlled Bench,
which also comprised Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V. Mohana, said it was
equally concerned about
injuries suffered by both
protesters and police per-
sonnel during such prot-
ests, and stressed that
“self-imposed discipline”
on the part of both citizens
and law enforcement was

QQ Merely
because
there is agitation, it
does not mean there
should be a lathi
charge. Discipline is
integral to the
democratic
\ process
" SURYA
KANT
Chief

Justice of
India

essential to the functioning
of a democracy.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh urged the court to
frame uniform guidelines
governing police action
during protests, pointing
out that allegations of pol-
ice excesses were not con-
fined to Delhi but had sur-
faced across the country.

The Chief Justice agreed
that a standard operating
protocol appeared neces-
sary: “...if some anti-social
elements have done anyth-
ing, that can also be looked
into.”

Meanwhile, retired In-
telligence Bureau Special
Director ~ Yashovardhan
Azad, along with two other
victims of alleged pellet-
gun injuries, moved the
Supreme Court on Monday
seeking a ban on the use of
wholly or partly metallic
kinetic projectiles fired
from pump-action or pro-
jectile-action guns (PAG),
or pellet guns, for crowd
control by law enforce-
ment agencies. The peti-
tion also sought exemplary
compensation for all those
allegedly injured by pellet
firing during the July 20
protests.



The Supreme Court of India has indicated that it may frame uniform national guidelines governing police
conduct during large-scale peaceful protests, while emphasizing that the constitutional right to
peaceful protest must be protected.

The observations came during the hearing of multiple petitions concerning alleged police excesses during
recent student protests, including demonstrations near Parliament and incidents in Bihar.

Key Observations by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant

Observation Details

Peaceful protest is a constitutional right The Court reiterated that peaceful protest is fully

protected under the Constitution.

Police force should not be automatic Mere agitation does not justify police violence or lathi-
charge.
Police excesses require scrutiny Any allegation of excessive police action must be

independently examined.

Democracy needs discipline Both protesters and police must exercise restraint and

discipline.



Why is the Supreme Court Hearing the Matter?

Several petitions have been filed concerning:

» Alleged police excesses during the July 20 march towards Parliament
e Alleged police firing in Bihar

e Injuries suffered by protesters

 Complaints against crowd-control methods

The Court decided to hear all pending petitions together.

Court's Concerns

The Bench observed that concern exists for both sides.

Concern Explanation

Protesters Injuries allegedly caused during police action

Police personnel Injuries suffered while controlling demonstrations
Public order Maintaining peace without violating constitutional rights

The Court stressed that:

Self-imposed discipline by both citizens and law enforcement is essential for democracy.



Proposal for National Guidelines

Senior Advocate Vikas Singh requested the Supreme Court to formulate uniform nationwide guidelines
regulating police behaviour during protests.

His argument

Current police practices:

e Differ from State to State.
¢ Lack uniform standards.
« Have led to repeated allegations of excessive force.

Therefore, India needs:

e Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
e Uniform use-of-force principles
¢ Accountability mechanisms

Supreme Court's Response

Chief Justice Surya Kant agreed that a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) appears necessary.
However, he also clarified that any framework should not ignore unlawful conduct by protesters.
He observed:

If anti-social elements commit unlawful acts during protests, those actions must also be examined.

Thus, the Court seeks a balanced framework protecting both constitutional rights and public order.



Petition Against Pellet Guns

A separate petition was also mentioned before the Court.

Filed by

* Former Intelligence Bureau Special Director Yashovardhan Azad

+ Two other victims allegedly injured by pellet guns

Main Demands
The petition seeks:

Demand

Ban on metallic kinetic projectiles

Ban on pump-action projectile guns (PAGs)

Compensation

Constitutional Principle Involved

Article Protection

Purpose

Stop the use of pellet guns and similar ammunition for

crowd control

Prevent injuries during protests

Monetary compensation for those injured during the July

20 protests

Article 19(1)(a) Freedom of speech and expression

Article 19(1)(b) Right to assemble peacefully without arms



Possible Areas for Future Guidelines

Although no final guidelines have yet been framed, the Court's observations suggest they could cover:

Area

Use of force

Crowd control
Accountability
Protest management
Identification

Injured persons

Arrests

Significance
Stakeholder

Citizens
Police
Governments

Courts

Possible Guideline

Clear conditions for lathi-charge or force

Standard procedures before escalation

Independent inquiry into allegations of police excess

Protection of peaceful assemblies

Police accountability and documentation

Medical assistance and compensation mechanisms

Transparent procedures and legal safeguards

Impact

Stronger protection for peaceful protests

Clear nationwide operational standards

Greater accountability in handling demonstrations

Uniform legal framework for reviewing police action
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e Cockroach Janta

ol
uegency for reforming
the ecomsony to creste o
enploymment for tdia's youth.
Fixing the educaon system alone
will st sebve tse wserm pleyinent

of
reformed.
a and India, the only two
counEries in the world w
populations exceeding one billion,
Frase the grestest need for
meaningful employement
cltizeas are not fully emsooyed
and ine
i e ———
China has deae much better than
India In thls regard; ihe per capis
mmlmnfl:]mw_eeum
1 roughly eight ﬁ:nesfasm
than tdiane’ in' the L

ing

Hopenbiinky et the eigiats of
wnrimlslnmgan Sand
ve-akening enwironamentsl

provection Second, they are

promoting tee read
ne!"mion of Artificial

el

‘prodictiviey (and other benefits)

in agriculrurs, industry, healdy

productivicy

Aefined, purely in echmomic

verms,

s with bess
Hisman i, THIr, they also see

ament created with esch
GO growth. in which s
a5 been 3 laggard since
T e et o
of the 1590s.
Sill.ce]nlilarllasd m
opulation of youtl in
B i et S b
the e I:Igm-s(emplomngn: ebasriciy.
However, the ncre; sdopticn
AL will only make 1 worse
The China model
China has invested billions o
Become an Al superpower and has
raced 1o integrate the technology

Arum Madrs
Authar
m:umqgm..g s

et
Society”

The ‘ease of
chaing busimess'
st now
brecon

subordinate to
the ease of
Eiving and
earning for all
citizens

acrass a range of industries. By
2024, m

implemernting an

cre thean
rabods were already working in

e Eactories And in Beijing.
Shanghai and Shenzlven, Meituan,
the parons langst food delivery
service, has expesimensed with
using simall autanom ous robats to
deliver faod. But Clina's advances
im AT hawve run headlong i

: anxiaay cwer the

s e Cai e cgpiacc,

2~ strategy For
the 2026-2050 pericd. Party

Rayalaseema: India’s new industrial hub

The TDP government has mransformed the arid region into an economic hub

STATE OF PLAY

government ivterventions such as
Tequiring employers to clfer
training to help workers adapt to
an Alcentrse job marker

The Chisese government’s

wt” ide served

Chire's economy and its
well. Chita's eane"' s e

China’s political and
histary reveals that, despite being
an autloritarian country, the

Lusg pecple ar
pniversicy g'sn!nanﬂ,wlrh lder
Lol workers Gcirg prolonged
periode of joblassness.

However, Chinese courts have
bieen swifl 1o act. A courtiled
Biay that 3 tech oo

oy o SR sy

they have
a!waygpnz the needs of commun
citszens, and the stablity of
China's society, above econormisis”
demands for deregulasion of
markets and prices, especially
with respect 1o labous, food,
education, health, and housing.

The road abead for India
Tndian income bevels naust rise
rapidly — in agriculiure,
mamsacnurigg, and services. The
government bt added ‘wase of
g business®

employvment and incemes, and
stanve off the negative impaces thac
AT will have o eaploymer
Puolicies must thae
employers take mo

resparssibiliry xm-nmnmgmeu-

Mrallm!l‘mnllaﬂng(l)elnon‘

companies that benefit from

technolopy must, a1 the same

tieme, adop responsiblities

ane protect wosker righes~_
China's Ministry of Human

wanld roll et policees to
tre lengracs ol AL on ol includineg
targeted support lof ke

indstries. Jumne, the sEate
Council izsued a plan an

Hew pus warkers®
rights aliead of capitalists’ rights,
23 China has done. s labour
market reforms, ulll:l: the four
e . are ted 1o

rove ease of doing business”,
whh:l:ls st dly Freoestary
Tawever, the ‘ease of dobng
bssiroea’ muser o Ioetome
subordinase 1o the e of Bing
and earnin for o
India's
)eanl ot Chimare bond

sis osent i history.

e Figins T all warkers maat be
firmly protected. While the views

linancial investors must e
heard, the views of workers and
senall-Hine entreprenears miss be
heard much more.

¥. Baghavensdra

laroasic drousgl aisd re-
sultant famines have
L-eenanuuegmjpana{
yalaseema, with the region
aving scmne o4 the driest pise
es in India.
towever, the economic
landscape here has under-
wible ransfor-
Saations if the ast decade and
a hall, as some mega marmslie-
vuring industries have started
moving b wiil Erwest-
ments. Except agriculiure and
haorticubture, which flourished
in isolated pockets, Rayalssee
ma never had any mnsajor in-
dustrial setiviey to boast of,

s were the
earliest industries o come
the region in the mid-20th
centary. Muliple L Jarge-scale
industFies, the

’ i - ey
Thermal Power Plant, the ce-
ment plants of Dalmia Bharat
ansd Zoari in the Kadapa-Kur-
nool belt, and a chutch of re-
newable insrgy projects such
a3 the ultra-megn solar parks
in the Kadapa and Kurnool
ablished

o1 a big gap thereafter,
aat B set for e
another tranche of massive in-
vestments, e most promi-
nent being the integrated sieel
plant being built by the [SW
G in Fadapa district; o
string of defence
Jeces namely the DRDO'S Ad-

thon making unit of HFCL. in

Aumdhra
Pradesh

Sri Sathya Sai diseréct; and the
Royal Enfield_manufaciuring
plant mear Tirupat. Then
there is te Space City poised

pad at Sriharikota

These are only & few pro-
jects ruming parts of the Raya-
laseema region into a mams
Exctusing bl

radual boom

D o 1 location in the rain
shadow e Deccan
platesu and the consequent
imabiliey o fully capture the
bounsul raine which  the
southwest and northeast mon-
soans mormally bring, the
Rayalaseema region had for
centuries been starved.

However, e yewrs,
the same vast tracts of basren
lands, wihich entn
would not even loo

ty (TDP) govesnment of
201419 and the presemnst TOP-

resource-rich  yet  parched
region.
The establishment af In-

diar car ma-
nufsctering plant in Ansma-
pur (the site is mow in Sei
Satkya sai district in 208 was
or the steady Gow of
mg'f‘(‘.‘.ﬂ I.nvesmneuuyjum Tnis
al Enfield’s entey

v 'Tilupa.tl fromn Tamil Ma-

du. which is the only State
where Eicher Motors s cur-
rently making the iconic mo-
torcycles, complements the
existing  avomative  ecosys-
ey in Ansntapur, positioning
ihe resion s o gmvwl.ng ok
dor wehicle n
‘Whas clearty clinched all
these projects is the govern-
on ‘exse of dodr

evolution inte the ‘speed of
doing business’. and the umir-

efforts made by the go-
vermment through the Stae
Investment Promotion Board
10 promote Rayalasesma as an
inwestinent destinson

the whole |

i Pl St the ved Carpes i
st acros the Budasiol
manufscruring spectrum, the
Eowernument mow luxs fs sights
fixed on consolidating the re-

orvs leadership in the pro-
Suiction af hortulnire crops.
Accordsn c,

s 24,500 crore (I MTPA C
ityy out of the overall
investment of !JEJEB

e then on, several new
or industries started tak-

g up to the ‘core manu-
faceuring sector in Rayalasee
ma that gained momennsm.
The present gowvernment
has essentially gone all out Lo
5 to this region
thar was jinxed for decades
and tse positive sutcome of its
efforts can be seen in the et
tharthess projects which wers

once oy pi papes have start-
edt asing inko reabity.
gt e ek el o

Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

to build health. education, and

While the student

achieved accountab

TL,000. For many young women,
this ends in

am
st bgan with 3 single

w Leakeed entrance exam
papes became, in the

student protesters’ cwn telling, a

ovemen: shout unemplw)]nem.
shrinking opporuniy,

mich. & yeung pereons fumre
hinges on a handil

this low, marriage and
unpaid care win. Over Dwe 10 five

educa
Jecting work by b
comivstable jobs, the dat says
otherwise. Graduates face the

g out for

examinations.

India has dramatcally expand-

school and higher education;
todday's young bndian bs far more
educates than her parems. Go-
wernments across party lives have
vvested hesvily i skilling, ap

prenticeships. wacational
erazni

wem these investments
haue collided with a labowr market

incapable of ahsorbing e aspira-
tos they belped create, OF abaut

307 million pecple aged 15 w 26,
Somse 141 million are i the kabour
force and 127 million are em-
played. Yer anly about 15 million,
Eewer than bt hold & e

a pobs with

ular salarke
iocial seturicy — what mast
ol regard s 3 good joby witl:
Eair pay, soeial protection, decent
warking condutons. and career
progression. This scarcity creates
Ewo forms of distress, often misa-
ke as separate probiems.
At one end are young people
wio beave school P
dians aged 15-79, whose education

nat

highest rate of any
group at 23.7%, more than three
tmes thar of those who never
complet X
areaulylmarnm'syumhpuw
Laxiens, all Uneemployed

India must work on

tsere; and when o job appears, the
entry-level pay of TI0,000-15.000
a :nwul\. Jalls el brelow e
I20.000-25.000 graduates  say
Ty e even locally. Moreover,

ajob requiring migrarian s worth
Eaking nnl) o a pay of T
40,000 Faced with no iaite

path, mamny ratonally detalt o &

general degree and the examina-
o e

These Cailures are symptoms of
a deeper structural problem. In-
dia's economy has become effi-
SIS Bl GEErALng ourpUT but less
S0 al geierating meanin
ploymment. Through mmach of de
20108, prowtls remaimed stromg

vorm pecple. While
manter, it & far besser than whas the
oSy Eraduare” narrative sug-
gests. Dy bl 229 of the labour
Foroe earns more than 215,000 a
maonth,

while

ince 2019, Jnl.ll:ll of :hE xucreme
a5 Peflectid morkers o
Ieris pededntetiviry agriculturs rath
er than neoving o hmer—p.-ymg
Irrvestmenst has Ervoured

‘and rechnolozy intanstve st

Inedia, then, has rowghly 1S mil-
lson meaningful jobs and 300 mil-
lion youmg people

tors, with rising sutcenaticn creat-
A Bewer jobs.

with mearly S5% earnis o
below £9,000. Only about 17 cut of | ital-
OO P’Bdll.iles secure the salaried

a degr ing
Chart

Public investment has rsen sig-
nificantly, bur it has e
into physical infrastruciure than
inco heabth and educaion systesss.
Indis spends about 2795 of (s GDP

11 below tse na-

of gor jobs
Hence, the extraordinary mpor-
tanee of overiment recruiment
examinarions, They are amors the
few routes to secure work for firss-

neration graduates wh do not

e the money for slite or farshen
degrees, and the net
caste, and family thas shage priv-
are-sector hiring nerworks whsch
are far less open o

wel
tional Large &%, and abowt 1.9%
on health short of the 2% lts Na-
tional Fealth Policy set for 202S.
Nane of il is the fuls of e

Streets. The schaal lea
paid Eamily work and the gradisste
on ber fHil arempt Esce the same

o llaJFJmld:mqua;t

iicarion 0. Most are

emploved; jollessness among tee
i

casual L re sed-em-
played; or are unpaid workers i
Eanily farms and  businesses
¢Chare

3
A worker who completed only
Class 8 earns roughly 712,300 2
and redary
a another

ing
barely

These exans promise o judge
candidates by performance alone
Ir: 2024, roughly 30 lakl candi-
dates competed far s 17,700
Eovernment posts; sbour 170 can-
didates for every wacancy
the pmmm. is that the

ol en veed s -
v Justichs
Nerwork _particularly numgh;s

e WaEE-EXpectation mismatc

Voung Peopls extireas clear ambl
tioms bar cannot name the course
or secupation thas would get them

riage from  opposite  ends.
Neither . Whar is scarce

of talent. | is nor derenmination b good
wqualivy fobs.

Theé students achieved what a
protest can: accountability for an
imanediate filure, and nebonal 2
tention for a larger crisis. But poe
recruitment reform can ch
the arithimetic of 170 applicants e
every vacancy. The deeper of
lenge £ to reshagpe growth nself,
Ul growih g;—ugra:es oppw—
Tunity as fast xs
iraRion, Trdiara youie wiil
ke wealting for the sconomy 1o
catch ug wi

mvestment and

FROM THE ARCHIVES
The

FIETY YEARE AGO JULY 2B, 1576

Chasing opportunity

Ot wers sowrced
and naticnal

Pe—" s W
e at T1.79%, mors than thres.

Graduate & st
Secandarsthigher secondany
Middls

Libermte up ber

imary

Mot lerate

e Per

i

arwark

285

230

abour Farce Survey, the Esanomic
ne: micd resarch oy Ju=t bz Metwo e Dr Shiprs sigam
o 5 Rataarch Diratkar st 50

Concordance of Indus
script to be published
Madras, puly 27: The Tata Lﬂsumlenf

Fundamental Rese

arch. B willl publish
the Con A T scripe by & 1w
process, mcorparating addirional sudy

Survey

~seals”. with signs and
symboks of the Idus script have been found ax
tive sites of Mohenjo Daro and Harappa (how in
pakismnm-dmxannangamm asthan. These

abrow significant lighe o the
Erschus valley civilisatborn darir w 1,000
years. Recently, Finnish sch

et pro conardancs, with the lelp of 2
Ccompster.
The Russians have also browshs out a
puldlication in
e An Indian scholar, M. s oW
eied shool tryirg to publish the sxme_ vsing the compter
2z bt aclopting 2 few msthod. Utder

techusoue,
this “compusterised plsot mpassbon printing”
process. being aterhptad for the first tise i
he basic symbols in the I'JId.\.Is!n.l.'x%e

Wil .Jm.mh, an artiss and tve same will

' lsed. The text, the possions, the
stanistseal analysis of skgns and other relevant
will be typed ancd

CHART 21 Eckucation baraly pays untd one gate = dagres, ax iha verags manihty
A s of youre workers by Feghest-lese of e

13,305 SR

23, %78

s 11 7]

13,360 ==

recorded on
The enire marer will then be
Pwryibos Hhe peass
Each sqg.wmjma code number. The

compuster will sslect the appropriate sins from
s i Soeh T by s thhe prass. by
thee phots compasstion method. By this, the
entire text of the copeordance, browght upa
10 about TOO pages, will be

sort timse and made avasable ata
weky clyeap price.

The Finnish scholars adopred the camgputer
ploming metlod i which the electronic gadget

Litarats up

s
literabe  fopnimary

middle £

Secondary  Higher
P e

Graduats each and every sign. Under the new

Coctmicue, ore ot i the aaiern Bl can b

CHART 31 Oty ane in ol ght workers hald 3 ‘gocd jab! The share of amployped

PO UL Gagend] L5 26 by S1Etu s o ernprboy et

Casuat tabeur
a2

used for several bnpressions.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1935

£6,800 for “Pilgrim’s
progress”

London, July 27: The first edition of the Pilsrinys
Progress was auctioned m Socheby’s for £5,500.
The purchaser was Mr. Quariich Bl four
ther perfect coples are




Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

While the student protests achieved accountability, India must work on reshaping investment and growth to build health, education, and employment

| DATA POINT l

Shipra Nigam

hat began with a single
w leaked entrance exam
paper became, in the

student protesters’ own telling, a
movement about unemployment,
shrinking opportunity, and how
much a young person’s future
hinges on a handful of competitive
examinations.

India has dramatically expand-
ed school and higher education;
today’s young Indian is far more
educated than her parents. Go-
vernments across party lines have
invested heavily in skilling, ap-

prenticeships, and vocational
training.
However, these investments

have collided with a labour market
incapable of absorbing the aspira-
tions they helped create. Of about
307 million people aged 15 to 29,
some 141 million are in the labour
force and 127 million are em-
ployed. Yet only about 15 million,
fewer than one in eight, hold a reg-
ular salaried job with a contract
and social security — what most
would regard as a ‘good job’ with
fair pay, social protection, decent
working conditions, and career
progression. This scarcity creates
two forms of distress, often mista-
ken as separate problems.

At one end are young people
who leave school early. Among In-
dians aged 15-29, whose education
is largely complete, about 39%
have not finished secon
school and over half hold no qual-
ification beyond Class 10. Most are
employed; joblessness among the
middle-educated is below 5%. Ho-
wever, they work in informal, low-
paid, and often subsistence jobs as
casual labourers; are self-em-
ployed; or are unpaid workers in
family farms and businesses
(Chart 3).

A worker who completed only
Class 8 earns roughly 12,300 a
month, and finishing secondary
school adds barely another

¥1,000. For many young women,
this arithmetic ends in withdrawal:
with wages this low, marriage and
unpaid care win. Over two in five
are neither working nor studying,
against fewer than one in 10 men.

At the other end are graduates.
While conventional analyses often
state that educated youth are re-
jecting work by holding out for
comfortable jobs, the data says
otherwise. Graduates face the
highest unemployment rate of any
group at 22.7%, more than three
times that of those who never
completed school (Chart 1). They
are only 17% of India’s youth popu-
lation, but 56% of all unemployed
young people. While expectations
matter, it is far lesser than what the
“choosy graduate” narrative sug-
gests. Only about 22% of the labour
force earns more than 15,000 a
month, with nearly 55% earning
below %9,000. Only about 17 out of
100 graduates secure the salaried
employment a degree promises
(Chart 2).

India, then, has roughly 15 mil-
lion meaningful jobs and 300 mil-
lion young people.

The appeal of government jobs
Hence, the extraordinary impor-
tance of government recruitment
examinations. They are among the
few routes to secure work for first-
generation graduates who do not
have the money for elite or foreign
degrees, and the networks of class,
caste, and family that shape priv-
ate-sector hiring networks which
are far less open to marginalised
households, regardless of talent.
These exams promise to judge
candidates by performance alone.
In 2024, roughly 30 lakh candi-
dates competed for about 17,700
government posts; about 170 can-
didates for every vacancy.

Part of the problem is that the
transition from school to work is it-
self broken. Fieldwork by JustJobs
Network particularly highlights
the wage-expectation mismatch.
Young people express clear ambi-
tions but cannot name the course
or occupation that would get them

there; and when a job appears, the
entry-level pay of ¥10,000-15,000
a month falls well below the
320,000-25,000 graduates say
they need even locally. Moreover,
a job requiring migration is worth
taking only at a pay of ¥30,000-
T40,000. Faced with no visible
path, many rationally default to a
general degree and the examina-
tion queue.

These failures are symptoms of
a deeper structural problem. In-
dia’s economy has become effi-
cient at generating output, but less
so at generating meaningful em-
ployment. Through much of the
2010s, growth remained strong
while employment stagnated;
since 2019, much of the increase
has reflected workers returning to
low-productivity agriculture rath-
er than moving into better-paying
jobs. Investment has favoured cap-
ital- and technology-intensive sec-
tors, with rising automation creat-
ing relatively fewer jobs.

Public investment has risen sig-
nificantly, but it has flowed more
into physical infrastructure than
into health and education systems.
India spends about 2.7% of its GDP
on education, well below the na-
tional target of 6%, and about 1.9%
on health, short of the 2.5% its Na-
tional Health Policy set for 2025.

None of this is the fault of the
young people who took to the
streets. The school-leaver in un-
paid family work and the graduate
on her fifth attempt face the same
shortage from opposite ends.
Neither lacks effort. What is scarce
is not determination but good
quality jobs.

The students achieved what a
protest can: accountability for an
immediate failure, and national at-
tention for a larger crisis. But no
recruitment reform can change
the arithmetic of 170 applicants for
every vacancy. The deeper chal-
lenge is to reshape growth itself.

Until growth generates oppor-
tunity as fast as education gener-
ates aspiration, India’s young will
keep waiting for the economy to
catch up with their ambitions.

Chasing opportunity

Data were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the Economic Survey
and national accounts; and field research by JustJobs Network. Dr. Shipra Nigam
is a Research Director at JustJobs Network
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CHART 1: Graduates in the age group of 15-29 face the highest unemployment
rate at 22.7%, more than three times that of those who never completed school
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CHART 3: Only one in eight workers hold a 'good job'. The share of employed
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Chasing opportunity
CHART 3: Only one in eight workers hold a 'good job'. The share of employed

Data were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the Economic Survey
and national accounts; and field research by JustJobs Network. Dr. Shipra Nigam youth (aged 15-29) by status of employment
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The article argues that the recent student protests were not merely about an exam paper leak, but

reflected a much deeper crisis:

e Lack of quality employment
e Shrinking economic opportunities
» Heavy dependence on government jobs

» Mismatch between education and employment

While the protests achieved accountability in the short term, India now needs structural reforms to

generate enough good-quality jobs.

Why Government Jobs Have Become So Important

The article identifies several reasons:

Reason

Job security

Social security

Better working conditions

Merit-based recruitment

Limited private-sector opportunities

Explanation

Stable income and long-term employment

Pension, provident fund, medical benefits

Compared with informal jobs

Exams provide opportunities irrespective of social background

Especially for graduates from modest backgrounds



India's Education Success

India has significantly expanded:

e School education

« Higher education

e Skill development programmes
* Apprenticeships

« Vocational training

Today's youth are more educated than previous generations.

However, the economy has not created enough quality jobs for these graduates.

Labour Market Problem

Population (Age 15-29)

Category Number

Total youth 307 million
In labour force 141 million
Employed 127 million

Despite these numbers:

¢ Only about 15 million hold regular salaried jobs with social security.
« Around 300 million young people compete for a relatively small pool of desirable employment.



Only One in Eight Has a "Good Job"

According to the article:

Employment Status

Unpaid family workers

Casual labour

Own-account workers (self-employed)
Regular job without social security

Regular job with social security ("good jobs")

Employers

Key takeaway

Share (%)

25.7%

22.0%

21.3%

18.0%

11.8%

1.2%

Only 11.8% (roughly one in eight) employed young people have what most would consider a secure,

quality job with social security.



Education Does Not Guarantee Employment

Unemployment Rate by Education

Education Level Unemployment Rate

Graduate & above 22.7%
Secondary/Higher secondary 8.1%
Middle school 4.6%
Literate up to primary 2.8%
Not literate 2.3%

Observation

Graduates experience the highest unemployment rate, more than 10 times that of people without formal

schooling.

This reflects that while education has expanded, graduate-level jobs have not kept pace.



Salary by Education

Average monthly earnings of young workers:

Education Average Monthly Earnings

Not literate 211,305
Primary 711,921
Middle 212,326
Secondary 213,360
Higher secondary 214,520
Graduate & above 223,046

What this means

Graduates earn more if they secure employment, but many remain unemployed while searching for such
jobs.



Many Graduates Wait Instead of Working

The article notes:

« Young people often reject low-paying jobs while preparing for competitive exams.

e Many expect salaries of ¥20,000-25,000 per month, whereas available entry-level jobs may offer
only ¥10,000-15,000.

e Migration to another city for a job paying only 30,000-40,000 may not be financially worthwhile
after living costs.

As a result, many continue preparing for government recruitment exams.

Structural Economic Problem

The author argues the issue is deeper than recruitment delays.

During the 2010s

« Economic growth remained relatively strong.
« Employment growth stagnated.

Since 2019

Much of the increase in employment has been in:

e Agriculture
e Low-productivity work
¢ Informal employment

rather than higher-paying, formal-sector jobs.



Technology and Automation

Investment has increasingly favoured:

e Capital-intensive industries
* Technology-intensive production
e Automation

While these sectors raise productivity, they create fewer jobs, limiting employment opportunities for
young graduates.

Public Investment Imbalance

The article argues that public investment has focused more on physical infrastructure than on human
development.

Government Spending

Sector Spending (% of GDP)
Education 2.7%
Health 1.9%

The author notes:

* Education spending remains below the long-standing target of 6% of GDP.
» Health spending is below the 2.5% of GDP goal set in the National Health Policy.



Indicator Value

Youth population (15—29) 307 million
Youth in labour force 141 million
Youth employed 127 million
Youth with regular jobs & social security ~15 million (11.8% of employed youth)
Graduate unemployment rate 22.7%
Srfslzized?verage monthly earnings (if 223,046
Education spending 2.7% of GDP

Health spending 1.9% of GDP



Gadkari can sue Meta, X over Al
deeptakes on E20: Bombay HC

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai. July 27

UNION TRANSPORT Minister
Nitin Gadkari can fileacivil suit
against Meta platforms, X Corp,
Google LLC, and others over al-
legedly defamatory Al-gener-
ated deepfake videos and ma-
nipulated digital contentlinked
totheethanol-blended fuel con-
troversy, the Bombay High
Court ruled on Monday.

Thesuitseeksthe removal of
“defamatory” content, which,
according to Gadkari, “falsely”
associates him with the Ethanol
Blended Petrol (EBP) pro-
gramme and the E20 initiative.
According to his plea, both are
administered exclusively by the
Union Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, and Gadkari
has no role in either pro-
gramme.

Justice Abhay Ahuja
allowed Gadkari, represented
by advocate Sandeep S Ladda,
toinstitute the suitin the Bom-
bay High Court. The court will
hear hisapplication for interim
relief, includingatemporaryin-
junction on Tuesday.

The Union Ministries of
Electronics and Information
Technology and Telecom-
munications have also been
named as respondents. In the
suit, Gadkari said purpose of his
civil suit against Meta Plat-
forms, X Corp, Google LLC and
others was not to prevent pub-
licdiscussion or criticism of his
actions or government policies.

“The purpose and object of
filing the suitis not to curtail or
prevent the public atlarge from
engagingin discussion, debate,
analysis or fair, just and bona
fide criticism of any decision
taken by the plaintiff himselfor
by his office,” the plea said.

It added that Gadkari “does
not seek to stifle or restrain fair
criticism, dissent, debate or
bona fide expression of opinion
concerning his public life, gov-
ernmental policies or official
functions”. The defamatory and
deepfake content published by
defendant platforms are “false,
fabricated and defamatory with
respect of the plaintiff™.

The suit argues the content
inquestionis “exfacie false, fab-
ricated, malicious, abusive and

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari during
the Monsoon session of Parliamentin New Delhi on Monday. pi

grossly defamatory”, and that
the deepfake videos amount to
an unauthorised use of Gad-
Kkari’s personality and publicity
rights without his consent.

It says, “Plaintiff has no role
or nexus whatsoever with EBP
or the E20 initiative, which is
administered exclusively by the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas. The Defamatory
Content, insofar asit consists of
profane and abusive language
directed at the Plaintiff, falls out-
side the ambit of legitimate
political criticism or satire. The
Deep Fake Content constitutes

anunauthorised exploitation of
the Plaintiffs personality and
publicity rights. That the bal-
ance of convenience lies in fa-
vour of the Plaintiff, who con-
tinues to suffer irreparable
harmto hisreputation notcom-
pensable in terms of money.”
In his plea, Gadkari has al-
leged that some unknown per-
sons circulated posts and deep-
fake content, falsely portraying
him as personally responsible
for the EBP and E20 initiatives.
Thesuitclaimed these posts also
allege that he and hisfamily had
financially benefited from it.

Gadkari claimed the objec-
tionable content “falsely por-
trays” plaintiffas personally re-
sponsible for the decisions and
falsely allege that he and/or his
family have “derived undue pe-
cuniary benefit from the pro-
gramme, insinuating cor-
ruption, conflict of interest and
abuse of office”.

Thesuit calls the allegations
false and designed to create a
misleading impression that
Gadkari misused his public of-
fice for private gain, causing ir-
reparable harm to his reputa-
tion. It seeks directions to the
defendants to remove, disable
and stop the circulation of the
allegedly defamatory and ma-
nipulated content.

After Gadkari dismissed
claims that EBP damages ve-
hicles, saying manufacturers
had attributed the reported
breakdowns to contaminated or
non-standard fuel, the BJP’s
Nagpur social media cell chief
filed a complaint accusing sev-
eral influencers of spreading
misinformation and usingabus-
ive, defamatory language
against the minister.



The Bombay High Court has allowed Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari to
proceed with a civil defamation suit against Meta, X (formerly Twitter), Google LLC, and others over
allegedly Al-generated deepfake videos and manipulated digital content related to the E20 (20%
ethanol-blended petrol) initiative.

The Court has permitted Gadkari to institute the suit and will hear his request for interim relief, including a
temporary injunction, to prevent further circulation of the content.

Why Did Gadkari File the Suit?

Gadkari alleges that Al-generated deepfake videos and manipulated posts:

» Falsely portray him as personally responsible for the E20 ethanol-blended fuel policy.
e Claim that he or his family financially benefited from the policy.

» Suggest corruption, conflict of interest, and abuse of public office.

 Damage his personal and professional reputation.

According to the petition:

The content is false, fabricated, malicious, abusive, grossly defamatory, and created using Al
without his consent.



What is the E20 Programme?

The article notes that:

Item Details

E20 Petrol blended with 20% ethanol

Administered by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

Gadkari's role He states he has no administrative role in implementing either the Ethanol Blended

Petrol (EBP) programme or the E20 initiative.

Gadkari argues that the viral posts wrongly attribute the policy entirely to him.

Defendants in the Case

The suit has been filed against:

Defendant Reason

Meta Platforms Hosting and circulating the alleged content

X Corp Hosting the posts/videos

Google LLC Distribution/search-related role

Other unknown persons Alleged creators and publishers of the manipulated
content

Union Ministries of Electronics & IT and Named as respondents in the proceedings

Telecommunications
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Release minors held during students’ stir: SC

’rhe top court is cons)denng an independent

into

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

dary indscat-
ed that it would
constitsing 2

States allowed to proceed with probes, police are
restrained from ‘coercive action’ against students

by police
kesperson, said in a post
on X that the order “rases Whasoever bas commitred excess,
extremely fous con- committed atrocites
z:::admub "’lu ‘”"“ on innocent people., the aw

Centre’s assurance to dm
“youth of this nation”.
thae

ton team to conduct a
“thorough, fair, and inde-
pendent” inguiry into alle-
gations of police excesses
during the recent student
protests in Delhi and sever-

mitting  the
State authorities o pro-
ceed with the investigation
of the FIRs registered in re-
lation to the protests, the
court ordered the imme-
diate release of all minors
arrested In  connection
with

Constirution - guarantecs
the right to peaceful prot-
est, a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CI)
Surya Kant, while hearing
a

ngdess i
responsibility is fixed

SURYA KANT
Chiet yustioe o

e

take care of them. |
wat. there needs to be a
independent

disproportionate force by
the police diwing the prot-
served nde-

xamine  the

“scientifsc™
- in

sued notices to the Union
government, the Delhi go-
vernment and th

crearies of Maharashtra,
Bihar, Assam, Uttar Pra-

recting them to place their
on record.

e
and restrained the police

i cive action
Sprotasting s
they had cri-

minal anteced,

situation” at the Ukrainian port
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House on Tuesdary, saying they
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defence interceptors
and ways to revive talks with
Ruzzia. 0 PAGE 14

NEW DELEE
India may be entering a more
perilous phase in itz dengue
cepidemic, with multiple strains
of the wrus now drculating
simultaneously acrass much of
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over an increased risk of severe
disease, according to 3
two-year study.» PAGE &

The iterim order per-
lnlulnh the authorities to
proceed with the investig-
Ton of the existing Fiks
raised concerns among the
protesters on  Tuesday
Saurav Das, the GP's spo-

has com-

mitted excess, committed
atrocities an innocent peo-
ple. the law will take care
hem. For that, there
e bes completely
lndepmdau and fair i
Probe is mea-

prising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V. Mohana, is-

The interim

al States. The Hindu had
carlier teporu-d tha
least four
struck by pelits during |
Parliament march ar

ati-riot gun on
irections of 3 y
of

Police

CJP spo!

Police ised data of for the

purposes of the investiga-
pellet gun US€ 0N (ion, they shall not disclose
July 20: records any personal information

A general ary entry fed at &

of & Deputy Commissioner of
Police rank officer. » PAGE 4

in the public domain.
advocate Gopal
Sank.u;m;\rxy:n;m. ap-
it Shai-

son Saurav Das says on X that the
order is in ‘direct contradiction’ to govt.’s pledge

tioners, the Chief Justice
observed that an indepen-
dent probe would look into

appearin the
Dethi Police and the o

evidence allegedly show-

ing the use of pellet guns

and electric batons against
an

the demonstratio

FIRs registered in relation
1o the protests, it res-
ained the suthorities
from taking any coerctve
action against stidents un

less they had' crtmmal

came while the top court
‘was hearing a batc! peti-

alleging the use of
disproportionate force by

tsons over the NEET exam-
ination  paper  leak,
including the July 20 Par-
liament march in Delhi and
subsequent protests in sev-

DCP)-rank officer.

Preserve footage
Taking note of peuuons ak-
leging that student protes-
ters had been ilegally ar-
rested and detained by the
ce, the top cousrt direct-
4 the authorities to forth-
with release all minors de-
tained in connection with

As an interim measure,
the Bench directed the pol-
ice authorities to preserve
all OCTV footage, droo

may preserve the digital

that be had no objection to
the constinstion of an inde-
pendent probe. He also
brought to the Bench's not-

ice that several police per-

urged che  sonnel had allegedly been
court il injured by dur-
He anmq... omod the ab-  Ing the peotests

sence of my prohibitory
orders in the Jantar Mantar
area, the lack of name tags
on police personnel and
the deployment of officers
in plam clothes for crowd-
control duties.

“There are reports of
electric shock weapons be-
ine naed o prossatera The

RAF has admitted the use
of projectile-sction guns
(PAGS) against unarmed
protesters. We have set out
the detals and placed
credible media reports on
record,” senior advocate
Shyam Divan submisted.

3

1 students have suf-
fered in any manner, per-

ranted a fair examination,

cautioning that there was

always a ~danger” of a

peaceful movement being
credited.

The Bench posted the
matter for further hearing
on Auguse 3.

e con-
cerns raised by the peti-

Back to the sea

Rosy prespects: Fishermen mend and arrange ther nets at Kalamuki harbour
=3 after the annual trawling ban in Kerala ends 3 midnight on Xsly 31 kKNI

Vypin, Ernakulam, as they prepare 1o venture Into the

‘Gen Alpha’
students stage
walkout for
basic facilities

NEW DELHI

Days after the Cockroach
yled student

ed fron
Qestvs Fatehpur district on
Tuesday.

Hundreds of students at
2 government-aided school
walked out of their class-

adminisration had to call
in police personnel to
maintain order.

FULL sTORY ON
» 2

Many people feared trapped in mall after Japan quake

TOKYO

“Many le”  were
feared trapped in a strick-
£n shopping mall in Japan
late on y, authori-
fes said, aer a major
garthquake toppled build-

parked and re-
poredly thjured  mare
than 100.

Private broadeaster TBS
paperead thar's “crnlees:
ble number” were feared
dead mside the mall in the
town of Kashima after the
fire brigade sald tha the

second floor collapsed in
magnitude tremor.

Public broadcaster NHK
cited police sources s say-
ing that between 20 and 30
employees could not be
contacted, showing foot-

cae
3

a search and

age of emergency vehicles
with flashing red lighss
outside.

e said they
nfirm any fa-
calities inside the building

Kyodo News reported that
four persons had been ta-

The polic
could not co

a
Shopping centre in Kashina Town, Japan on Tuesday. REUTESS

ken o hospital, all of them
conscious. Multiple people
rers alu balieved oo Toe
unaccounted for 3t a Japan
Paper Industries. faciory
where the tip of a chimney
fell down, NHK reported,
citing sources.

One person was killed
when & house collapsed

during the quake, Kyodo
reported.

Widespread damage
elsewhere in the
soul)n\esleln Kumamaoto

tening to topple over:
n.hude nr7| the lapm nge
teorological Agency (MA)

said, but reached the high-
est level of seven on Ja-
pan’s Shindo scale of shak-
succession  of

cluding one with 2 magni-
tude of 6.

roads were closed
and highspeed  shinka
Sen train services were sus-
pended in the region. Ku-
mamoto airport was closed
before being re-opened on
 eveni

“We are still assessing
the extent of injuries and
but 1

operations and sent 20 air-
craft to assess the damage

from the air, the Defence
Minister said.

The JMA initially ssued
an alert for a possible tsu-
nami of up to one metre,
but withdrew the warning

bout 45,000 house-
holds and facilities had no

pan & one of
s most selsmlc.uly

Industrial growth hits
23-month high of 7.3%

Good tidings

Strong performance i manufacturing

Eoods has fuclied the sroweh in

and capital
data show

T3e

L Aug 2024 June 2026
- Oct 2025
Shashwat Singh, Funda-
NEW DELHI mental Analyst at Bajaj
Brokin, .

India’s industrial growth
hit a near two-year peak of
7.3% in June 2026, fuelled
by strong performance in

parts of the country in June
ve growth in the elec:
tricity and gas supply sec

.;m e \’emi“""‘-'n‘.’i“?:y'

Mulysu. however, cau-
tion that this strong perfor-
mance might not continue
in the face of a Jow:
expected monsoon, an
continued uncertainty due
to the war in West Asia.

tor 1o a 25 h high of

10.6%, up from 9.9% in
May.
Dim outlook ahead

The capital goods sector al-
20 saw growth accelerating
10 §14.2% in Jun up
from 3.45% hl June I;ul
year. However, analysts

that despite this growth,
the outlook for the months

The data on the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), abead is not as posﬁl
released by the Ministry of “While this reflects stea-
Statistics an dy capi

Implementation, showed
that the index’s growth in
June vrde th frataas sincs
July a 23-month
mg:L Th thdex had grown

man
0 Z:Hnmuh high of 7.8%

cution. our forward-look-
ing credit outlook adopes 2
Chiouse seance” Vimant
Chaturvedi, Associate Di-
rector at Brickwork Ratk
e 9.3% growth in
xnleuned.lalt &
near-term  supply
Suain scabiy, e the
broade:

2026,
wxmsse‘ o M.ly and 2.4%
in June of last year.

“The sharp uptick re-

i
nufscruring output, resi-

ot domestic demand,
and sustained momentum
in investment-led sectors,”

landscape. is clouded by

nue to drive oil price vola-
wlity, according to him.



LIBERALISATION:
35 YEARS HENCE

THE 1991 ECONOMIC
reforms have accelerated
India's growth,
underscoring the salience
of an open, optimally
deregulated economy.
Several indicators, such
as exports, investments,
and foreign exchange
reserves rose at rates
faster than the GDP
thanks to the large-scale
policy liberalisation
undertaken 35 years ago.
Tax buoyancy has
improved significantly
but tax-GDP ratio (~18%
for Centre and States
combined) needs to rise
further for government
Budgets to be large
enough. Policy directions
will need recalibration to
ensure growth is inclusive
and faster. The much-
feared middle-income
trap can be avoided only
by strengthening growth
impulses adequately and

without delay. Public
spending on education,
healthcare, and assured
infrastructure sectors
requires more impact.
Structural reforms should
promote
entrepreneurship, ease of
doing business and
reduce logistics costs.
Policies must aid the
growth of MSMEs and
ensure competition.
Manufacturing needs
more incentives to
diversify across labour-
intensive and new-age
tech-driven sectors.
Adequate wages and
reasonable social security
cover for workers are
critical for raising
purchasing power.
Capital allocation must
be more productive.
Public resources ought to
be apportioned in the
right spirit of cooperative
federalism.
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FOURFOLD SURGE
IN PEOPLE WITH
X100-CR+ INCOME

THE NUMBER OF individuals with gross Nominal per
total income of 2100 crore or more have capita net

increased four-fold in the five years national
through FY25, the finance ministry told income
Lok Sabha on Monday. In FY25, 576 (growth %)

-3.9*
FY21

18.6*
FY22

12 1%
FY23

10.6
FY24

9.2
Fy2s*

2100 crore or more, compared with 415
in the previous fiscal, an y-o-y growth

0of 39%. In contrast, India's real GDP
grew 7.1% in FY25, nominal GDP
by 9.7%.

— SHUBHAM RANA

individuals reported gross total income of '

Real GDP
growth
(in%)
P 5.8
FY21
Number of individuals with gross 9.7%
income of ¥100 crore or more FY22
@ growth % 0 7.6%
; FY23
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v
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7.1
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- . . ‘ FY12 GDP series
\ essment year
dar W d @ | s y
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AY 2021-22

AY 2022-23

AY 2023-24

AY 2024-25

AY 2025-26

+112%

-5.6%

+46.1%

+38.8%




Income Wealth

Money earned during a year Total assets owned
Measured through tax returns Measured through net worth

Used in this Finance Ministry Used in rich lists like Forbes and
data Bloomberg



Comparison with Forbes and Bloomberg

Forbes

According to Forbes:

* India has 229 US-dollar billionaires (based on net worth).

Since US$1 billion = ¥96-100 billion, a dollar billionaire typically has a net worth of around ¥9,600-
10,000 crore or more.

Bloomberg Billionaires Index

« Estimates 23 Indians among the world's 500 richest people, again based on net worth.

Household Income Data Gap

The article notes that India currently lacks comprehensive, up-to-date household income data.
To address this:

» The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has launched the first National
Household Income Survey.

Timeline

Item Details
Survey started April 2026
Survey ends March 2027

Results expected After additional processing, likely a few months later



Government's Position on Inequality

In Parliament, the Finance Ministry stated that:

» |t does not maintain official data on the aggregate wealth of taxpayers.
« It has not conducted a dedicated study on the impact of increasing concentration of income and
wealth on:
e income inequality,
e investment,
* employment generation,
* inclusive growth.

Measures Cited by the Government

The government highlighted several developments:

Indicator Government's Observation

Labour market Recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic

Unemployment Declined to 3.1% in 2025 (Periodic Labour Force Survey)

Rural & urban inequality Gini coefficients declined in the latest Household Consumption

Expenditure Survey

Public spending Increased spending on food, health, education, housing and social

security

Tax policy Progressive income-tax structure aimed at reducing inequality



Independent Research Mentioned

The article also cites the World Inequality Report 2026 (published by the Paris School of Economics),
which presents a different perspective:

¢ Income inequality in India remains among the highest globally.

* There has been relatively little reduction in inequality in recent years.

e The top 10% of earners account for roughly 58% of national income.

e The bottom 50% receive only about 15% of national income.

This is presented as an external research finding and not as the government's official position.

Key Takeaways

Topic Key Point

Individuals earning over ¥100 crore 576 in AY 2025-26

Growth since AY 2021-22 More than 4x

Basis of data Income Tax Returns (annual income)

Forbes/Bloomberg Measure wealth, not income

Household Income Survey India's first nationwide survey is underway

Government's stance No official aggregate wealth database or dedicated inequality

study

Independent research Suggests income inequality remains high



Feature

Measures

Common indicator

Usually higher?

Example

Income Inequality

Salary, wages, business
income

Gini Index

Lower

Sweden has relatively
low income inequality

Wealth Inequality

Assets such as land, houses,
shares, gold and savings

Wealth Gini / wealth shares

Much higher in most
countries

Sweden has among the
highest wealth inequality in
Europe




Topic Fact

Highest income inequality Namibia

F!lghest wealth concentration (widely South Africa

cited)

Income inequality measure Gini Index

Wealth inequality measure Wealth Gini / Wealth Share

Top 1% owns about 40% of national
India wealth according to recent World
Inequality Lab estimates. (Time)



https://time.com/6961171/india-british-rule-income-inequality/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

MONSOON DEFICITDOWNTO 15.5%

AFTERAL4O0%
deficiency inJune,
the southwest
monsoon has been
largely active in July
which has brought
down the overall
shortfall in rainfall to
15.5%, reports
Sandip Das. States
including Andhra
Pradesh (-37%),
Kerala (-37%), Bihar
(-39%), Jharkhand (-
34%) have received
deficient rainfall
against the
benchmark so far.
Cumulative rainfall
during June 1-July
26 was 337.7 mm
against the
benchmark LPA of
399.2 mm, whichis
stillin the
‘deficient’ range.
July rainfall has
been just 1% below
benchmark. “There
has been a strong
intra-seasonal
rainfall variability
during July, whichiis
likely to continue in
August," Akshay
Deoras, senior
research scientist
atthe Department
of Meteorology,
University of
Reading, UK,

told FE.

Actual Normal

Rainfall (in mm, Area-weighted, June 1- July 26, 2026)
% departure ‘
cxywy 399.2 -15.5

VY

State-wise rainfall (% against benchmark)

Ladakh W Deficient (-59% to -20%) M Excess (20 to 59%)

Himachal
~ Pradesh

-14

Gujarat
|
Goa
-37 Telah ana
Karnataka g
Keraia — Tamil Nadu

Lakshadweep =37

Source: IMD, benchmark: long period average

W Normal (-19% to 19%) W Large excess

(60% or more)

Arunachal Pradesh

Uttarakhand -39

Meghalaya

Nagaland
-7
Manipur

-40
Mizoram =22
Tripura -8

Jharkhand

' Chhattisgarh West Bengal 2

Andaman & —
Nicobar Islands




Parameter Value

Average annual rainfall 1,170 mm (117 cm)
Av.erage Southwest Monsoon (June—September) ~880 mm (88 cm)
rainfall

Share of annual rainfall from Southwest Monsoon About 75%

Mainly affects Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, south Andhra

Northeast Monsoon contribution Pradesh and parts of Kerala (October—-December)



Season
Southwest
Monsoon

Northeast
Monsoon

Pre-monsoon

Winter Rainfall

Months

June—
September

October—
December

March—May

January—
February

Contribution to
Annual Rainfall

~75%

~11%

~10%

~4%




Region

Western Rajasthan (Thar
Desert)

Indo-Gangetic Plain
Central India

Western Ghats

Northeast India (Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh)

Approximate Annual
Rainfall

<100 mm

600-1,200 mm
900-1,400 mm
2,000-4,000 mm

2,000-11,000 mm




Topic
Average annual rainfall in India

Monsoon season

Rainfall received during SW
Monsoon

Wettest place in India

Driest region

Fact

1,170 mm (117 cm)
June-September

About 75% of annual rainfall

Mawsynram, Meghalaya

Western Rajasthan (Thar
Desert)




=
o

i W
ORI
A BN

AN
AN

A
el

Sy
A
=5 -

l

P =
He

LB

Vieva: o SN
AN K XA\

LS



Kerala has begun deploying ANNAM.AI Smart Weather Stations to support climate-smart agriculture.
The initiative aims to provide farmers with hyperlocal, Al-based weather information for better crop

planning, irrigation, pest management, and disaster preparedness.

ANNAM.AI has been developed by the Centre of Excellence for Artificial Intelligence in Agriculture at

lIT Ropar, with support from the Ministry of Education.

What is ANNAM.AI?

ANNAM.AI (Artificial Intelligence for Agriculture) is a Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) platform for

agriculture that combines:

» Artificial Intelligence (Al)

e Internet of Things (loT)
 Weather sensing

o Satellite and ground observations

e Data analytics

to provide real-time agricultural advisories.



Deployment in Kerala

The smart weather stations have been deployed under Kerala's climate adaptation efforts to:

e Improve agricultural decision-making.

e Help farmers cope with changing weather.
e Reduce crop losses.

e |ncrease productivity.

Features of Smart Weather Stations

Feature Details

Coverage Weather information every 3 km
Technology Al + loT sensors

Real-time monitoring Yes

Hyperlocal forecasting Yes



Parameter

Rainfall

Temperature

Humidity

Wind speed & direction
Solar radiation

Soil moisture

——

Importance
Irrigation planning
Crop growth
Disease prediction
Spraying operations
Crop productivity

Water management



Benefit

Irrigation scheduling
Pest prediction
Fertiliser planning
Weather alerts

Crop advisory

Insurance support

Impact

Saves water

Reduces crop losses
Improves efficiency
Disaster preparedness
Better yields

More accurate loss assessment






Why Are Space Chips Special?
Unlike ordinary electronic chips, space-grade semiconductors must withstand:

e Extreme vibration

e Radiation

e Vacuum

e Very high and very low temperatures
e Launch shocks

Applications

Space chips are used in:

System Function

Flight computers Navigation

Guidance systems Rocket control

Telemetry Data transmission
Communication Spacecraft communication

Power management Energy control



ISRO's Semiconductor Roadmap

ISRO announced plans to develop indigenous space-grade semiconductors within the next few years.
The programme includes:

e Radiation-hardened processors.
e Mission-specific controllers.
* Indigenous onboard electronics.

Significance

Benefit Impact

Atmanirbhar Bharat Reduced import dependence
National security Greater strategic autonomy

Space industry Supports private space companies

Cost reduction Lower long-term dependence on foreign suppliers



Global Strength

World's leading

Major Companies

Key Capabilities

2nm,3nm,5 nm,

Approx. Global
Foundry Share*

Taiwan . TSMC, UMC Al chips, advanced ~65-70%
chip manufacturer
foundry
Memory chi Samsung DRAM, NAND
South Korea fy chip Electronics, SK Flash, advanced ~12-15%
leader . . .
Hynix logic chips
. Mature nodes
Fastest-growing (28-7 nm)
China domestic SMIC, Hua Hong Y ~8-10%
. expanding
manufacturing .
capacity
Intel
Design and (?Ioeb;IFoundries CPUs, GPUs,
United States advanced . ’ defence chips, ~6—-8%
. Micron, Texas
manufacturing memory
Instruments
Specialty chips Automotive chips,
Kioxia R .
Japan and . ioxia, Renesas, image sensors, ~5_6%
semiconductor Sony power
materials semiconductors
. Chip packaging
Tata Electronics,
. (ATMP/OSAT),
Emerging CG Power, Kaynes .
. . . . semiconductor
India semiconductor Semicon, Micron fabs under <1%
ecosystem India (ATMP), ISMC

(planned)

development,
chip design




Government Approves
Polymer %10 and %20
Banknotes



The Government of India has approved the Reserve Bank of India's proposal to introduce polymer 210
and 220 banknotes.

The approval is for field trials, and nationwide circulation will begin only if the trials are successful.

What Are Polymer Banknotes?

Polymer banknotes are printed on plastic-based polymer substrate rather than traditional cotton-paper.

Features

Feature Benefit

Waterproof Longer life

Tear-resistant Difficult to damage

Dirt resistant Cleaner notes

Longer circulation Reduced replacement cost

Better security Harder to counterfeit



Country
Australia
Canada

New Zealand
United Kingdom
Romania

Vietnam

Status
Pioneer
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Selected denominations



Advantages Longer lifespan than paper notes.
Better hygiene.

Lower replacement costs.
_

.____________-——-__“H-.___.-"
Enhanced anti-counterfeiting features.

Challenges  Higher initial printing cost.
Special recycling arrangements required.

Public adaptation to a new note material.



Type
Natural polymers

Synthetic polymers

Examples Source

Cellulose, starch, proteins, DNA,

Plants & animals
natural rubber

Plastic, nylon, polyester, PVC, Teflon Man-made



Polymer
Polyethylene (PE)
Polypropylene (PP)
PVC

Nylon

Polyester

Silicone

Rubber

Used In

Plastic bags, bottles

Food containm
Water pipes, electrical cables
Clothes, fishing nets

Fabrics

Medical devices, sealants

Tyres, erasers



Paper Note

Tears easily
Absorbs water
Gets dirty quickly
Wears out faster

Easier to counterfeit

——

Polymer Note
Tear-resistant
Waterproof

Easy to clean

Lasts 2—4 times longer

Better security features



Word of the day

Laconic:
through the use of as few words as possible

Syn ONYMS? terse, succinct, concise

Usage: The Minister remained laconic despite
persistent queries from reporters.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/laconic

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /lskonk/
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