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CJP warns of fresh protests over
government’s ‘breach of promise’
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warn,
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rance that no punitive ac
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Include independent auditor in temple SIT: SC

Aaratrika Bhanmik
NEW DELHI

Calling for a_“qualitative
and Empartial” investiga-
tion, Supreme Court
on Monday directed the Ut-
tar Pradesh government to
include an independent fo-
rensic auditor in the recon-
stituted Special Investiga-

tions at the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi  Temple  in
Ayodhya.

Hearing a batch of pert-
tions seeking an indepen-
dent probe into the alleged
financial irregularities in
the affairs of the Shri Ram

Teerth
2 three
eaded by

Chief Justice of India (1)
Surya Kant directed
the SIT 1o subsmit a status
report on the progress of
the investigation within
two weeks.

“~Since the nature of the
investigation involves the
all

rience in forensic auditing
also be asa
member of the SIT.” the
Bench, including J
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohans,

Apbaaring for the Uttar
gamuumenl Sol
icitor-General Tushar M.
ta nformed the Bench thie
-member SIT he:
Inspector-General of
e Bery Wiran 5 had
been constituted to investi-
pate the alleged embezzle-
ment of donations 2t the
temple. e said the panel
had been reconstituted in
compliance with the top
court’s earlier directions.
Earlier, the Bench
cautions

parties
against "podlllmhz" the

Solicitor- General Tushar Mchta had A i i RISk R

Harsns.

of the matter,” the Bench
ad told Mr. Mehta, refer-

theft szp

The Chief Justice then
said that an “eminent, e

Teerth Kshetra Trust. He
urged the Bench to direct
the Trust to upload details
of all donation receipts on
its website 1o ensure tan-
sparency

“Recaipts were collect-
ed for the Trust from all ov-

large-scale reports that ul-
timately the money has not

reached the Trust. Whstev-

er recedpts the Trust has re-

ceived should be put on

the website. That w:
e

. peo-
will know whethes

posted for further hearing
after two  weel
Bench directed the SIT to
place its status report on
and indicated that it
would continue to monitor
the progress of the
investigation.

Several petitions
One of the petitions has
been filed by

Goswami, who has sought
a Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBD probe into the
ed scam along with an
it of the Trust's financ-

ring
prising Latcimaw

missioner vua, Vish.
was Pant, Mr. Kiran, a

o con-
shkr placing the ongoing
police probe under the su-
pervision of the three-
member SIT that had first

vered prima. !acie evi-
demce ofthe sliege] fwid.

e would like you to

interpretation of the “merger

Constitution. » PAGE &
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of trust funds, the learned
Solicitor-General, repre-
senting the State of Uttar
Pradesh, has fairly agreed
that an auditor with expe-

take
the same SIT lh.n e

o
supervise
tion. Those senior nlﬁchh

we firsthand experience

Neel Ratan.
On Monday, Mr. Mehta

tendent of Police (Ayod-
hya) Gaurav Grover as
members in the reconst-
tuted SIT.

cotmwant with expértise in
forensic auditing be includ-
ed in the investigation
team. Mx. Mehta agreed to
the suggestion.

“Let SIT do its job”

Senior advocate at
Kamat, appearing for ane
of the petitioners, submit-
ted that there were “large-

thy
Ram Janmabhoomi

that the proceedings were
not adversarial i

and that there shnnhl be
“nothing

rection at this stage,

3 that the SIT shoum
first Be. allowed 1o com
plete its probe. It instead
asked

dered

20 that appmprlale direc-
tion
t stage.,

s
The matter has been

audit of the finances of the

Tehran says it
still controls
Hormuz, not
talking to US.

DUBAI

Iran sasd on Monday it
still in control of the S(rall
of Hormmuz and not seeking
10 resume peace talks with
the US., after President
Trump hal
twosesk bombing cam-
paign his top brass told
him had run its course.
Follaw‘nxg 13 successive
mbing that pro-
\'o.\led Tehla.n o fire on

as lon,

pmsembamnmge.muu
y. Mr.

said that diplomacy ith

K
e integrity
dence
ing the mmugaum

vice from top brass that the
bombing, had reached the
limits of what it coud
achieve, a U.S. official said.
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CJP warns of fresh protests over
government’s ‘breach of promise’

Centre violating assurance of not taking action against protesters, says Cockroach Janta Party; hundreds of students held

while many are under surveillance, says spokesperson; Bihar withdraws FIRs; Bengal and Assam follow suit, says the CJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cockroach Janta
T Party (CJP) on Mon-

day warned of
fresh protests, accusing the
Centre of violating its assu-
rance that no punitive ac-
tion would be taken
against protesters.

“We are observing a
complete breach of the
agreement regarding no
police action against the
protesters. Hundreds of
students have been arrest-
ed in Bihar and Bengal,
and hundreds are being
surveilled/harassed in Del-
hi and other States,” CJP
spokesperson  Ashutosh
Ranka said in a post on X.

The statement came fol-
lowing reports of crack-
down on volunteers assist-
ing  protesters  with
logistics in various States.

The Bihar government
announced later in the
evening that it was with-
drawing all FIRs against
protesters registered be-
fore 6 p.m. on July 26. FIRs
in West Bengal and Assam
have also been withdrawn,
the CJP said on Monday
night.

However, Mr. Ranka, in
a late-night post, said vo-
lunteers from Rajasthan
were being harassed and
demanded coordination
between the Centre and
State governments to with-
draw FIRs. The CJP was
awaiting a written agree-
ment from the Centre by
Tuesday, he added.

In Uttar Pradesh, Samaj-
wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav alleged that many
students in Prayagraj have

CJP leaders Saurav Das, centre, and Ashutosh Ranka, rig

in New Delhi. R. V. MOORTHY

been abducted by a special
team of police in a vehicle
without number plates.

Continued crackdown
“Under the guise of the
Prayagraj protest, many
students have been picked
up by the U.P. Police’s spe-
cial team in an unmarked
vehicle. When the Union
government had promised
that no action would be ta-
ken against any student,
then on whose orders is
such deceit taking place,”
Mr. Yadav wrote in a post
on X, also posting a video
news report in support of
his claims. The Prayagraj
police have registered two
FIRs at the Civil Lines pol-
ice station in connection
with the alleged vandalism
of two SUVs and attack
during Saturday’s student
protest.

Rajya Sabha MP and se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal,
who addressed a press
conference with CJP lead-
ers on Monday, said if go-

vernments file FIRs against
people who peacefully
protested in different parts
of the country, the CJP will
create a framework to
track the affected people.
“They (CJP) will create a
website where lawyers
who are willing to provide
help can register their
names, location and the
kind of help they can offer.
I will personally contribute
%1 crore... our lawyers will
support them across In-
dia,” he said.

In NDA-ruled Bihar, the
police issued a statement
saying a total of 694 indivi-
duals were taken into cus-
tody across the State fol-
lowing a protest on July 25.
Among those detained,
339 minors and students
were released following
verification, and 355 indivi-
duals involved in violent
incidents have been pro-
duced before the court.

In BJP-ruled West Ben-
gal, Kolkata Police on Mon-
day arrested two more per-

. M ~ )"
ht, with Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal and others

> g

sonsin connection with the
violence that erupted at Es-
planade area following a
police crackdown on prot-
esters demanding the re-
signation of Mr. Pradhan.

With this, the total num-
ber of arrests after the vio-
lence rose to 16.

Addressing the press
conference, Mr. Ranka reit-
erated the Centre’s assu-
rances given during the
third round of talks on July
25.

“We had submitted a
written draft of this agree-
ment to J.P. Naddaji and Ji-
tendra Singhyji, and it was
agreed that the govern-
ment would share its writ-
ten copy of the agreement
with us by Tuesday. If the
government does not share
the written agreement by
tomorrow, and if students,
youth, and protesters who
have been arrested or de-
tained in different States
are not released, the Cock-
roach Janta Party will once
again be forced to protest,”

he said, adding that multi-
ple reports have emerged
in Delhi about the deten-
tion of volunteers who sup-
ported the protesters with
logistics.

On Saturday, the CJP
called off a 36-day protest
atJantar Mantar in Delhi af-
ter the Union government
agreed to its three main de-
mands, including the resig-
nation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Education Mi-
nister. “We demand that all
the FIRs against the protes-
ters be immediately with-
drawn, students be re-
leased and no future FIRs
be filed (in line with our
agreement) by Delhi pol-
ice/Central investigative
agencies/police in BJP-al-
lied States, failing which
we will be forced to sit on
protest again,” Mr. Ranka
said. Congress-affiliated
National Students’ Union
of India also accused the
Centre of going back on its
promise.

Congress MP Deepen-
der Singh Hooda said in a
post on X, “Multiple plat-
forms are reporting that
Jantar Mantar protesters
and also protesters elsewh-
ere are being targeted by
authorities. This contrad-
icts the promise made by
the government. If anyone
needs legal aid/ support,
contact my team by tag-
ging @TeamDeepender.”
(With inputs from Nikhil M.
Babu in Delhi, Senjuti Sen-
gupta in Kolkata, Mayank
Kumar in Lucknow, Amit
Bhelari and Amarnath Tew-
ary in Patna)
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SC mulls guidelines
for police conduct
during mass protests

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Observing that the consti-
tutional right to peaceful
protest must be protected,
the Supreme Court on
Monday indicated that it
may consider framing un-
iform guidelines to regu-
late police conduct during
large-scale  demonstra-
tions.

“The right to peaceful
protest is absolutely gua-
ranteed under the Consti-
tution. So long as it is a
peaceful agitation, merely
because there is agitation,
there cannot be [police ex-
cesses)... If there is police
excess committed, it
should be independently
examined. Merely because
there is agitation, it does
not mean there should bea
lathi charge. Discipline is
integral to the democratic
process,” Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant orally re-
marked. The observations
came as multiple petitions
concerning protests over
examination issues, includ-
ing pleas alleging police ex-
cesses during the July 20
march to Parliament as
well as those concerning
the alleged “aerial firing”
by police in Bihar, were
mentioned before the
Bench.

The top court agreed to
hear all pending petitions
together on Tuesday.

The CJlled Bench,
which also comprised Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V. Mohana, said it was
equally concerned about
injuries suffered by both
protesters and police per-
sonnel during such prot-
ests, and stressed that
“self-imposed discipline”
on the part of both citizens
and law enforcement was

QQ Merely
because
there is agitation, it
does not mean there
should be a lathi
charge. Discipline is
integral to the
democratic
\ process
" SURYA
KANT
Chief

Justice of
India

essential to the functioning
of a democracy.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh urged the court to
frame uniform guidelines
governing police action
during protests, pointing
out that allegations of pol-
ice excesses were not con-
fined to Delhi but had sur-
faced across the country.

The Chief Justice agreed
that a standard operating
protocol appeared neces-
sary: “...if some anti-social
elements have done anyth-
ing, that can also be looked
into.”

Meanwhile, retired In-
telligence Bureau Special
Director ~ Yashovardhan
Azad, along with two other
victims of alleged pellet-
gun injuries, moved the
Supreme Court on Monday
seeking a ban on the use of
wholly or partly metallic
kinetic projectiles fired
from pump-action or pro-
jectile-action guns (PAG),
or pellet guns, for crowd
control by law enforce-
ment agencies. The peti-
tion also sought exemplary
compensation for all those
allegedly injured by pellet
firing during the July 20
protests.



The Supreme Court of India has indicated that it may frame uniform national guidelines governing police
conduct during large-scale peaceful protests, while emphasizing that the constitutional right to
peaceful protest must be protected.

The observations came during the hearing of multiple petitions concerning alleged police excesses during
recent student protests, including demonstrations near Parliament and incidents in Bihar.

Key Observations by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant

Observation Details

Peaceful protest is a constitutional right The Court reiterated that peaceful protest is fully

protected under the Constitution.

Police force should not be automatic Mere agitation does not justify police violence or lathi-
charge.
Police excesses require scrutiny Any allegation of excessive police action must be

independently examined.

Democracy needs discipline Both protesters and police must exercise restraint and

discipline.



Why is the Supreme Court Hearing the Matter?

Several petitions have been filed concerning:

» Alleged police excesses during the July 20 march towards Parliament
e Alleged police firing in Bihar

e Injuries suffered by protesters

 Complaints against crowd-control methods

The Court decided to hear all pending petitions together.

Court's Concerns

The Bench observed that concern exists for both sides.

Concern Explanation

Protesters Injuries allegedly caused during police action

Police personnel Injuries suffered while controlling demonstrations
Public order Maintaining peace without violating constitutional rights

The Court stressed that:

Self-imposed discipline by both citizens and law enforcement is essential for democracy.



Proposal for National Guidelines

Senior Advocate Vikas Singh requested the Supreme Court to formulate uniform nationwide guidelines
regulating police behaviour during protests.

His argument

Current police practices:

e Differ from State to State.
¢ Lack uniform standards.
« Have led to repeated allegations of excessive force.

Therefore, India needs:

e Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
e Uniform use-of-force principles
¢ Accountability mechanisms

Supreme Court's Response

Chief Justice Surya Kant agreed that a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) appears necessary.
However, he also clarified that any framework should not ignore unlawful conduct by protesters.
He observed:

If anti-social elements commit unlawful acts during protests, those actions must also be examined.

Thus, the Court seeks a balanced framework protecting both constitutional rights and public order.



Petition Against Pellet Guns

A separate petition was also mentioned before the Court.

Filed by

* Former Intelligence Bureau Special Director Yashovardhan Azad

+ Two other victims allegedly injured by pellet guns

Main Demands
The petition seeks:

Demand

Ban on metallic kinetic projectiles

Ban on pump-action projectile guns (PAGs)

Compensation

Constitutional Principle Involved

Article Protection

Purpose

Stop the use of pellet guns and similar ammunition for

crowd control

Prevent injuries during protests

Monetary compensation for those injured during the July

20 protests

Article 19(1)(a) Freedom of speech and expression

Article 19(1)(b) Right to assemble peacefully without arms



Possible Areas for Future Guidelines

Although no final guidelines have yet been framed, the Court's observations suggest they could cover:

Area

Use of force

Crowd control
Accountability
Protest management
Identification

Injured persons

Arrests

Significance
Stakeholder

Citizens
Police
Governments

Courts

Possible Guideline

Clear conditions for lathi-charge or force

Standard procedures before escalation

Independent inquiry into allegations of police excess

Protection of peaceful assemblies

Police accountability and documentation

Medical assistance and compensation mechanisms

Transparent procedures and legal safeguards

Impact

Stronger protection for peaceful protests

Clear nationwide operational standards

Greater accountability in handling demonstrations

Uniform legal framework for reviewing police action
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Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

While the student protests achieved accountability, India must work on reshaping investment and growth to build health, education, and employment

| DATA POINT l

Shipra Nigam

hat began with a single
w leaked entrance exam
paper became, in the

student protesters’ own telling, a
movement about unemployment,
shrinking opportunity, and how
much a young person’s future
hinges on a handful of competitive
examinations.

India has dramatically expand-
ed school and higher education;
today’s young Indian is far more
educated than her parents. Go-
vernments across party lines have
invested heavily in skilling, ap-

prenticeships, and vocational
training.
However, these investments

have collided with a labour market
incapable of absorbing the aspira-
tions they helped create. Of about
307 million people aged 15 to 29,
some 141 million are in the labour
force and 127 million are em-
ployed. Yet only about 15 million,
fewer than one in eight, hold a reg-
ular salaried job with a contract
and social security — what most
would regard as a ‘good job’ with
fair pay, social protection, decent
working conditions, and career
progression. This scarcity creates
two forms of distress, often mista-
ken as separate problems.

At one end are young people
who leave school early. Among In-
dians aged 15-29, whose education
is largely complete, about 39%
have not finished secon
school and over half hold no qual-
ification beyond Class 10. Most are
employed; joblessness among the
middle-educated is below 5%. Ho-
wever, they work in informal, low-
paid, and often subsistence jobs as
casual labourers; are self-em-
ployed; or are unpaid workers in
family farms and businesses
(Chart 3).

A worker who completed only
Class 8 earns roughly 12,300 a
month, and finishing secondary
school adds barely another

¥1,000. For many young women,
this arithmetic ends in withdrawal:
with wages this low, marriage and
unpaid care win. Over two in five
are neither working nor studying,
against fewer than one in 10 men.

At the other end are graduates.
While conventional analyses often
state that educated youth are re-
jecting work by holding out for
comfortable jobs, the data says
otherwise. Graduates face the
highest unemployment rate of any
group at 22.7%, more than three
times that of those who never
completed school (Chart 1). They
are only 17% of India’s youth popu-
lation, but 56% of all unemployed
young people. While expectations
matter, it is far lesser than what the
“choosy graduate” narrative sug-
gests. Only about 22% of the labour
force earns more than 15,000 a
month, with nearly 55% earning
below %9,000. Only about 17 out of
100 graduates secure the salaried
employment a degree promises
(Chart 2).

India, then, has roughly 15 mil-
lion meaningful jobs and 300 mil-
lion young people.

The appeal of government jobs
Hence, the extraordinary impor-
tance of government recruitment
examinations. They are among the
few routes to secure work for first-
generation graduates who do not
have the money for elite or foreign
degrees, and the networks of class,
caste, and family that shape priv-
ate-sector hiring networks which
are far less open to marginalised
households, regardless of talent.
These exams promise to judge
candidates by performance alone.
In 2024, roughly 30 lakh candi-
dates competed for about 17,700
government posts; about 170 can-
didates for every vacancy.

Part of the problem is that the
transition from school to work is it-
self broken. Fieldwork by JustJobs
Network particularly highlights
the wage-expectation mismatch.
Young people express clear ambi-
tions but cannot name the course
or occupation that would get them

there; and when a job appears, the
entry-level pay of ¥10,000-15,000
a month falls well below the
320,000-25,000 graduates say
they need even locally. Moreover,
a job requiring migration is worth
taking only at a pay of ¥30,000-
T40,000. Faced with no visible
path, many rationally default to a
general degree and the examina-
tion queue.

These failures are symptoms of
a deeper structural problem. In-
dia’s economy has become effi-
cient at generating output, but less
so at generating meaningful em-
ployment. Through much of the
2010s, growth remained strong
while employment stagnated;
since 2019, much of the increase
has reflected workers returning to
low-productivity agriculture rath-
er than moving into better-paying
jobs. Investment has favoured cap-
ital- and technology-intensive sec-
tors, with rising automation creat-
ing relatively fewer jobs.

Public investment has risen sig-
nificantly, but it has flowed more
into physical infrastructure than
into health and education systems.
India spends about 2.7% of its GDP
on education, well below the na-
tional target of 6%, and about 1.9%
on health, short of the 2.5% its Na-
tional Health Policy set for 2025.

None of this is the fault of the
young people who took to the
streets. The school-leaver in un-
paid family work and the graduate
on her fifth attempt face the same
shortage from opposite ends.
Neither lacks effort. What is scarce
is not determination but good
quality jobs.

The students achieved what a
protest can: accountability for an
immediate failure, and national at-
tention for a larger crisis. But no
recruitment reform can change
the arithmetic of 170 applicants for
every vacancy. The deeper chal-
lenge is to reshape growth itself.

Until growth generates oppor-
tunity as fast as education gener-
ates aspiration, India’s young will
keep waiting for the economy to
catch up with their ambitions.

Chasing opportunity

Data were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the Economic Survey
and national accounts; and field research by JustJobs Network. Dr. Shipra Nigam
is a Research Director at JustJobs Network
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CHART 1: Graduates in the age group of 15-29 face the highest unemployment
rate at 22.7%, more than three times that of those who never completed school
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CHART 2: Education barely pays until one gets a degree, as the average monthly
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CHART 3: Only one in eight workers hold a 'good job'. The share of employed
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Chasing opportunity
CHART 3: Only one in eight workers hold a 'good job'. The share of employed

Data were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the Economic Survey
and national accounts; and field research by JustJobs Network. Dr. Shipra Nigam youth (aged 15-29) by status of employment

is a Research Director at JustJobs Network
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The article argues that the recent student protests were not merely about an exam paper leak, but

reflected a much deeper crisis:

e Lack of quality employment
e Shrinking economic opportunities
» Heavy dependence on government jobs

» Mismatch between education and employment

While the protests achieved accountability in the short term, India now needs structural reforms to

generate enough good-quality jobs.

Why Government Jobs Have Become So Important

The article identifies several reasons:

Reason

Job security

Social security

Better working conditions

Merit-based recruitment

Limited private-sector opportunities

Explanation

Stable income and long-term employment

Pension, provident fund, medical benefits

Compared with informal jobs

Exams provide opportunities irrespective of social background

Especially for graduates from modest backgrounds



India's Education Success

India has significantly expanded:

e School education

« Higher education

e Skill development programmes
* Apprenticeships

« Vocational training

Today's youth are more educated than previous generations.

However, the economy has not created enough quality jobs for these graduates.

Labour Market Problem

Population (Age 15-29)

Category Number

Total youth 307 million
In labour force 141 million
Employed 127 million

Despite these numbers:

¢ Only about 15 million hold regular salaried jobs with social security.
« Around 300 million young people compete for a relatively small pool of desirable employment.



Only One in Eight Has a "Good Job"

According to the article:

Employment Status

Unpaid family workers

Casual labour

Own-account workers (self-employed)
Regular job without social security

Regular job with social security ("good jobs")

Employers

Key takeaway

Share (%)

25.7%

22.0%

21.3%

18.0%

11.8%

1.2%

Only 11.8% (roughly one in eight) employed young people have what most would consider a secure,

quality job with social security.



Education Does Not Guarantee Employment

Unemployment Rate by Education

Education Level Unemployment Rate

Graduate & above 22.7%
Secondary/Higher secondary 8.1%
Middle school 4.6%
Literate up to primary 2.8%
Not literate 2.3%

Observation

Graduates experience the highest unemployment rate, more than 10 times that of people without formal

schooling.

This reflects that while education has expanded, graduate-level jobs have not kept pace.



Salary by Education

Average monthly earnings of young workers:

Education Average Monthly Earnings

Not literate 211,305
Primary 711,921
Middle 212,326
Secondary 213,360
Higher secondary 214,520
Graduate & above 223,046

What this means

Graduates earn more if they secure employment, but many remain unemployed while searching for such
jobs.



Many Graduates Wait Instead of Working

The article notes:

« Young people often reject low-paying jobs while preparing for competitive exams.

e Many expect salaries of ¥20,000-25,000 per month, whereas available entry-level jobs may offer
only ¥10,000-15,000.

e Migration to another city for a job paying only 30,000-40,000 may not be financially worthwhile
after living costs.

As a result, many continue preparing for government recruitment exams.

Structural Economic Problem

The author argues the issue is deeper than recruitment delays.

During the 2010s

« Economic growth remained relatively strong.
« Employment growth stagnated.

Since 2019

Much of the increase in employment has been in:

e Agriculture
e Low-productivity work
¢ Informal employment

rather than higher-paying, formal-sector jobs.



Technology and Automation

Investment has increasingly favoured:

e Capital-intensive industries
* Technology-intensive production
e Automation

While these sectors raise productivity, they create fewer jobs, limiting employment opportunities for
young graduates.

Public Investment Imbalance

The article argues that public investment has focused more on physical infrastructure than on human
development.

Government Spending

Sector Spending (% of GDP)
Education 2.7%
Health 1.9%

The author notes:

* Education spending remains below the long-standing target of 6% of GDP.
» Health spending is below the 2.5% of GDP goal set in the National Health Policy.



Indicator Value

Youth population (1629) 307 million
Youth in labour force 141 million
Youth employed 127 million
Youth with regular jobs & social security ~15 million (11.8% of employed yout
Graduate unemployment rate 22.7%
Graduate average monthly earnings (if

employed) Ho?2
Education spending 2.7% of GDI

Health spending 1.9% of GDI






