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Two BJP-ruled States question
VB-G RAM G financial burden

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

At least three States, two of
them with BJP-led govern-
ments, have raised con-
cerns over the increased fi-
nancial burden on them
under the new rural em-
ployment programme, the
Viksit  Bharat-Guarantee
for Rozgar and Aajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB-G
RAM G), which comes into
effect on July 1.

Under the scheme, a
majority of the States have
to bear 40% of the total ex-
penditure, in contrast to its
predecessor legislation,
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA).

Under MGNREGA, the
Centre bore 100% of the
wage bill and the States
had to pay only a part of
the material bill, which ac-
counted for only 10% of the
total budget.

Budget concern

States are required to bear
40% of the total expenditure
under the VB-G RAM G scheme

LP A Q Current For 125

% |sharee [d3YSOf

| work
| 4477 cr. | 215939¢r,
M.P. !4.;68_ cr. 7220.037 cr.

Jharkhand | 21,804cr. | 29,293 cr,

The new scheme is set to
come into effect on July 1

*As per interim fund allocation

Bihar

As per a Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) reply, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh - both
ruled by the BJP - and
Jharkhand have explicitly
asked for a reconsideration
of the funding pattern with
analysis showing that the
40% share of interim allo-
cation under the scheme
will be inadequate to keep
the promise of 125 work
days.

The Union Rural Deve-
lopment Ministry shared
this information on a RTI

application filed by Chak-
radhar Buddha of the Na-
tional Campaign for Peo-
ple’s Right to Information
(NCPRI).

Mr. Buddha had asked
for records relating to
meetings and consulta-
tions organised by the
Centre with the States re-
garding VB-G RAM G.

Early clearance of dues
In its reply, the govern-
ment shared responses of
only 13 States. Of them, al-
most all States had pointed
to delays in wage and relat-
ed payments, seeking early
clearance of dues.

Even States such as Sik-
kim and Uttarakhand,
which fall under the 90:10
Centre-State sharing pat-
tern [applicable to the
northeastern and Hima-
layan States], had sought a
review of the clause.

STATES SEEK REVIEW
» PAGE 4



Topic
Scheme Name

Effective From

Ministry

Objective

Issue

Details

Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and Aajeevika
Mission (Gramin)

1 July
Ministry of Rural Development

Rural employment generation with 125 days of
guaranteed work (higher than the previous
guarantee).

Several States have expressed concern over the
increased financial burden due to the revised Centre—
State funding pattern.



Feature

Employment Guarantee

Wage Cost

State Contribution

Financial Burden

Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Act

100 days

Centre bore 100% wage
cost

Mainly material component
(~10% of total budget)

Lower on States

VB-G RAM G

125 days

States contribute to total
expenditure

40% of total expenditure
(majority of States)

Significantly higher



State

Bihar

Madhya
Pradesh

Jharkhand

Government

BJP

BJP

State
Government

Current Share
(Interim
Allocation)

4,477 crore

4,168 crore

X1,804 crore

Requirement for
125 Days

15,939 crore

20,037 crore

9,293 crore



Key Concerns Raised by States

e States argue that 40% cost sharing is too high.
e Interim allocation is insufficient to provide 125 days of employment.
e States requested reconsideration of the funding formula.
e Many States also highlighted:
e Delay in wage payments.
e Delay in clearance of dues.
» Need for timely release of Central funds.

Special Provision

Category Centre : State Share
Most States 60:40
Northeastern & Himalayan States 90:10

Even States such as Sikkim and Uttarakhand, which receive assistance under the 90:10 pattern,

reportedly sought a review of the clause.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Seychelles President Patrick Herminie and others during the
handing-over ceremony of a fast petrol vessel at the Coast Guard Base, in Victoria, Seychelles. pTi

Modi hands over ‘Made in
India’ vessel to Seychelles

Press Trust of India
VICTORIA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday handed
over a ‘Made in India’ Fast
Patrol Vessel to the Sey-
chelles Coast Guard, reaf-
firming New Delhi’s com-
mitment to strengthening
the archipelago nation’s
maritime capabilities.

Mr. Modi and Seychelles
President Patrick Herminie
participated in the handov-
er ceremony at the Coast
Guard Base in Victoria,
Seychelles, during Mr. Mo-
di’s three-day visit to the
Indian Ocean archipelago.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the ves-
sel, PS LESPWAR, will
strengthen  Seychelles’
maritime surveillance and
Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) patrol capabilities.

Mr. Modi on Saturday
described the India-Sey-
chelles friendship as “stea-
dy, strong and long-last-
ing” and said the two
countries would “together
win the race” as he ad-
dressed a state dinner host-
ed by Mr. Herminie.

Addressing the dinner,
Mr, Herminie affirmed the
enduring bond between
the two nations. “India has

been a steadfast friend to
Seychelles, a sentiment
warmly reciprocated by
our people and our vibrant
Indian diaspora,” he said.

The dinner was attend-
ed by External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar, Sey-
chelles Speaker of the
National Assembly Azarel
Ernesta, Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs and the Dias-
pora Barry Faure.

The Prime Minister re-
ceived a ceremonial Guard
of Honour.

IMr. Modi also visited a
giant tortoise enclosure at
the Seychelles National Bo-
tanical Garden.



Topic
News

Handed Over By
Recipient
Location

Occasion

Purpose

Details

India handed over a Made-in-India Fast Patrol Vessel
(FPV) — PS LESPWAR to Seychelles.

Narendra Modi

Patrick Herminie

Victoria

PM Modi's three-day visit to Seychelles.

Strengthen Seychelles' maritime security and deepen
India—Seychelles strategic partnership.
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Particular
Name
Type
Built In

Recipient Agency

Role

Details

PS LESPWAR

Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV)
India

Seychelles Coast Guard

Maritime surveillance, EEZ patrol, anti-
smuggling, anti-piracy, search & rescue,
coastal security



Particular
Name
Type
Built In

Recipient Agency

Role

Details

PS LESPWAR

Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV)
India

Seychelles Coast Guard

Maritime surveillance, EEZ patrol, anti-
smuggling, anti-piracy, search & rescue,
coastal security



Aspect

Details

Diplomatic Relations

Established in 1976

Strategic Importance

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) partner

Defence Cooperation

Patrol vessels, Dornier aircraft, coastal radar network,
military training

Development Partnership

Infrastructure, healthcare, education, digital connectivity

Diaspora

Small but influential Indian-origin community




Factor

Location
Maritime Routes
EEZ

Security

Indo-Pacific

Importance

Western Indian Ocean

Close to major Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs)
Around 1.3 million sg. km despite small land area
Important for anti-piracy operations

Key maritime partner for India



Particular

Capital

Continent

Ocean

Currency

Official Languages
Independence

Government

Details

Victoria

Africa

Indian Ocean

Seychellois Rupee (SCR)

English, French, Seychellois Creole

29 June 1976 (from the United Kingdom)

Presidential Republic
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Shah attacks cab aggregators
over ‘unfair’ business model
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Shah attacks cab aggregators
over ‘unfair’ business model

Union Minister says newly launched cooperative ride-hailing platform Bharat Taxi is an alternative
that will safeguard interests of drivers, passengers; it will expand to over 500 cities within 2 years

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

nion Cooperation
U Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday
launched a sharp attack on
private app-based cab ag-
gregators such as Uber and
Ola, alleging that their bu-
siness model exploits both
drivers and commuters
through practices that
prioritise corporate profits
over fair treatment. He
said the newly launched
cooperative  ride-hailing
platform, Bharat Taxi, was
conceived to provide an al-
ternative that safeguards
the interests of drivers
while ensuring better ser-
vice for passengers.
Addressing the launch
of Bharat Taxi in 14 cities
across Gujarat, Mr. Shah,
without naming the com-
panies, alleged that private
platforms deduct hefty
commissions from drivers,
delay payments and sus-
pend their registrations
based solely on passenger
complaints without giving
them an opportunity to
present their case.
He said the cooperative

Union Home Minister Amit Shah takes a taxi ride during the launch
of '‘Bharat Taxi’ in Gujarat. #1|

model was introduced to
eliminate such practices
and ensure that drivers are
treated as stakeholders
rather than service provid-
ers dependent on private
companies.

Competitors’ challenge

“I received phone calls to-
day and some newspapers
have reported that Bharat
Taxi’s fares are higher. 1
want to tell customers
across the country that
wherever Bharat Taxi be-
gins operations, compet-
ing companies immediate-
ly slash their fares and are

prepared to incur losses.
Our intention is not to in-
flict losses on anyone, but
reducing fares and offering
higher commissions to sa-
rathis (drivers) is being
done only to prevent Bha-
rat Taxi from entering the
market," he said.

“They want Bharat Taxi
to fail so they can once
again function arbitrarily,”
he said, adding that such
strategies would not suc-
ceed in India, where “the
spirit of cooperation and
the desire to work for the
welfare of others are the

greatest strength”.

Bharat Taxi, which was
soft-launched in Gujarat
last December, is being
projected as India’s first
cooperative-owned, driv-
erled ride-hailing plat-
form. Operating on a zero-
commission model, it al-
lows drivers to retain the
entire fare while also giving
them ownership in the
platform.

The platform was for-
mally launched in Ahme-
dabad, Surat, Vadodara,
Rajkot, Dwarka, among
other cities across Gujarat.
It will initially offer servic-
es in three categories —
two-wheelers, auto-rick-
shaws and four-wheelers.

Mr. Shah said Bharat
Taxi would begin opera-
tions in Nagpur, Pune,
Mumbai, Lucknow, Chan-
digarh, Jaipur and Kolkata
before July 31, and services
would be extended to
more than 500 cities and
towns over the next two
years.

Addressing the drivers,
he said they had become
part of the country’s larger
cooperative movement,
which already includes
crores of farmers.



Topic

News

Launch State
Launch Cities
Expansion Plan

Operating Model

Details

Amit Shah launched Bharat Taxi, a cooperative ride-
hailing platform.

Gujarat

Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara, Rajkot, Dwarka and
other cities

More than 500 cities and towns within 2 years

Cooperative-owned, driver-led, zero-commission ride-
hailing platform



Feature Details
Ownership Driver-owned cooperative platform
Commission Zero commission from drivers

Beneficiaries

Drivers and passengers

Platform Type

App-based ride-hailing service

Initial Services

Two-wheelers, Auto-rickshaws, Four-wheelers

Objective

Fair earnings for drivers and affordable rides for
passengers




Why is Bharat Taxi in News?

According to Amit Shah, private ride-hailing companies:

e Deduct high commissions from drivers.

e Delay payments.

e Suspend driver registrations based only on passenger complaints.
e Prioritize corporate profits over driver welfare.

The cooperative model aims to:

e Give drivers ownership.
e Eliminate intermediary commissions.
e |ncrease driver income.

e |Improve passenger service quality.



Bharat Taxi vs Private Aggregators

Parameter

Ownership
Commission
Profit Distribution
Driver Role

Objective

Planned Expansion

Timeline

Initial Launch
Before 31 July

Next 2 Years

Private Aggregators (General

Bharat Taxi Model)
Driver Cooperative Private Company
Zero Commission charged to drivers
Drivers retain full fare Company retains commission
Owner & stakeholder Service provider
Welfare + Sustainability Commercial business

Cities

14 cities in Gujarat

Nagpur, Pune, Mumbai, Lucknow, Chandigarh, Jaipur, Kolkata

500+ cities and towns



What is a Cab Aggregator?
A cab aggregator is a digital platform that connects passengers with independent drivers through a

mobile application.

Examples

 Uber
« Ola
« Rapido

These companies generally do not own the vehicles; instead, they facilitate bookings through technology.

Cooperative Model in India

Aspect Details @)
Ministry Ministry of Cooperation

Established 2021

Cabinet Minister Amit Shah

Motto Sahakar Se Samriddhi (Prosperity through Cooperation)

Purpose Strengthen India's cooperative movement



What is a Cooperative?

A cooperative is an organization:
« Owned by its members.
« Democratically managed.
« Operated for members' economic and social benefit rather than maximizing profits for external
shareholders.

Examples include dairy, agriculture, banking, housing, and now ride-hailing cooperatives.

Potential Advantages

For Drivers For Passengers
Higher income Potentially lower fares
No commission Transparent pricing
Ownership in platform Better accountability
Faster payments More driver retention

Possible Challenges



Possible Challenges

Challenge

Scaling technology
Competition
Customer acquisition
Driver onboarding

Financial sustainability

Explanation

Building a reliable app and network

Competing with established platforms

Attracting riders at scale

Expanding the cooperative network

Funding operations while maintaining zero commission
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Which document proves Indian citizenship?

Why s the Indian passport not considered a conclusive proof of Indian citizenship? What

purpose does Aadhaar serve? Does presence on the electoral rolls or possession of an Electoral

Photo Identity Card determine citizenship? What happens in case of a dispute?

Rizmi Lia M.
Priscilla jebaraj

The story so far:
he Indian passport is not a
“document of citizenship,” a senior
official of the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said in response toa
query from The Hindu this week. So, if a
passport is not proof of citizenship, what is?
Is It 2 new develop that 2 p t
cannot be used as a document to pnm
Indian citizenship?
A passport by itself is not conclusive proof of
Indian citizenship, and this is not a new
development or announcement. Last week, the
senior MEA official was responding to a question
from The Hindu on whether the Indian
can be used to challenge exclusion from the
voters” list through the ial intensive revision
(SIR) of electaral rolls that is currently underway
in 16 States. The official said: “The passport isa
traved document, mn.\dncumlnldumuhp.
and theoretically speaking, that distingui
lhepmthmuherdommhm
thoagh while travelling abroad, the passport
attests to your nationality, it is not a document
of citizenship.”

This stance is based on existing k. The
government's Passport Mamsal says that *a
passport provides evidence of the holder’s
nationality, but this is placed in the same
category as any other evidence of the citizenship
status of an individual®, in other words, a
passport is strong evidence that its holder is an
Indian citizen. However, In law, it is not treated
as conclusive proof of ctizenship, If a person's
citkzenship Is disputed, courts may examine it
alongside other relevant evidence.,

to Maneka Gandhi v Unian Of India
(197%8), issuance of passport ts based on
canclusive proof that the holder & an Indian

India does
not prescribe
one universal
clttzenship
document.
An offort to
create such a
document
through the
Register of
Citizens
became
politically
contentions

An Indian passport. CETTY MALES

national, and is “entitied by virtue of their
Indlan nationality and passports to the
protection of the Indian Republic and assistance
of its Diplomatic Missions abrosd

Under Section 6(2(a) of the Passports Act,
1967, the authorities can refuse a passport il the
applicant is not a citizen of India. But under
Section 20 of the Act, the Union government
mury lssue 3 passport or travel document to a
person who is not a citizen of India if it thinks
that it is necessary to do so in public interest.

The MEA's response distinguishes between
evidence of cGtizenship and conclisive prool of
citizenship. While citizenship is determined
under the Citizenship Act, 1955, and passports
are issued under the Passports Act, 1967, the
existence of 4 passpart cannot by itself be called

a conclusive or defmitive prool of citizenship in
a dispute.

Can the Aadhaar card be used to prove
Indian citizenship?

When the Asdhaar was introduced ooe and a
hall decades agn, it was promoted as a one-stop
digital identification document which could
replace the many documents that Indians had to
furnish to avail themselves of benefits from
mﬂh*mmt:dmﬂamr.hm

, the Unique Identffication
Auhorily of tndla has emphasised that Aadhaar
can anly be treated as proof of identity and
address, not of citizenship. In fact, non-Indian
citizens who are legally resident in India are
eligible to get an Aadhaar, and often require the
identity card to avail themselves of many basic
services, from banking to cooking gas.

In its judgment of May 27 this vear, when the
Supreme Court upheld the constitutional
validiry of the SIR, it held that an Aadhaar card
does not constitute proof of citizenship and,
therefore, cannot be relied upon for that
purpase. However, it s among the documents
which may be produced for the limited purpose
of establishing the kientity of a person, it said.

Does a voter [D prove Indian citizenship?
Only Indian citizens are eligible to vote in Indian
clections, but one’s presence on the electoral
rolls or possession of an Electoral Photo Identity
Card does not determhc citizenship or
conclusively prove

ln!hecueolwuammmv Electoral
Registration Officer (1995), the Supreme Court
unequivocally held that electors whose names
appear on electoral roll are entitled to a
presumption of cittzenship, and thae this
presumption cannot be dispaced except by
following the procedure prescribed by law,

However, In this year's SIR judgment, the
Court emphasised that the Election
Comunission's role is confined to determining

el for electoral rolls, it cannot ad
ml‘dwly andl!mdﬂxnnblpcolmuu!nuhul'a Wf

under the Cltizenship Act will not cease on
account of thedr ineligibility to register in the
electoral rolls, pursuant to the SIR.

In fact, the passport was one of the 11
‘indicative’ documents listed by the Election
Commissbon as proof of ctizenship, Some voters
purged from the draft SIR in Uttar Pradesh, for
instance, used thelr passports to prove that they
are citizens of India and should be included in
the final electoral roll. However, there huve been
repocted cases of people In West Bengal who
hold Indian passports, but who were still deleted
from the draft electoral lsts during the SIR.

So what doc proves hip?
Whllcmpmdlmmaquﬁkmlnlhtloksm
on August 12, 2025, the Home Ministry did not
specily the "categories of valid documents™
required for people to prowe citizenship in India.
“The citizenship of India is governed under the
peovisions of the Citizenship Act, 1955, and rules
mixle thereunder,” the Minister of State for
Home, Nityanand Rai, said in 3 written reply.

Under the Citizenship Act, citizenship can be
acquired by birth, by descent, by registration, by
naturalisation and by incorporation of territory,

Citizenship certificates are generally issued to
people who acquired citizenship by registration
or naturalisation, and can act as a conchusive
proof document, The majority of Indians,
however, are citizens by birth or descent, and do
not have a citizenship certificate, Instead, they
rely on different evidence that prove their date
of birth, place of birth, or their parentage,
depending on the context of the dispute,

Anyone born In Indla between January 26,
1950 and July 1, 1987 is a citizen by birth,
irrespective of their parents’ nationality. Such
people would have to produce documents
proving their place and date of bisth to establish
their citizenship, Given that mandatory birth
certificates were not issued in this period, many
people use s combination of other documents,
including educational certificates and Aadhaar,

For those borm between July 1, 1987 and
December 3, 2004, proof of their own place and
date of birth is insufficient as they must also
prove that at least one parent was an Indlan
ditizen. For those born on or after December 3,
2004, one parent matst be an Indian citizen
while the other should not be an Wlegal migrant,
complicating the documentary proof

India does not prescribe one
atizenship document, An effort to create such a
document through the National Register of
Citizens became politically contentions amid
fiears of a nationwide verification exercise that
could exclude many due to incomplete
documents. As former Sexretary
Nirupama Rao sabd in a post kst week, the
Jesson Is that “India needs stronger and more
comprehensive civil registration, universal birth
registration and refisble archival records so that
ditizenship can never bacome hostage to missing
or iInconsistent paperwork”




Question

Is an Indian Passport conclusive proof of citizenship?

Is Aadhaar proof of citizenship?
Is Voter ID proof of citizenship?

Is being on the Electoral Roll proof of citizenship?

Does India have one universal citizenship document?

Which law governs Indian citizenship?

Answer

No

No
No

No (presumption only, not conclusive)

No

Citizenship Act, 1955



1.1s an Indian Passport Proof of Citizenship?

Point

Passport is a

Issued under

Evidence of nationality
Conclusive proof of citizenship

Reason

Important Legal Provisions

Section

Section 6(2)

Section 20

Details

Travel document
Passports Act, 1967
Yes

No

It is evidence of nationality but does not conclusively determine citizenship if
a legal dispute arises.

Provision @

Passport authority may refuse a passport if the applicant is not an Indian

citizen.

Government may issue a passport/travel document to a non-citizen in public
interest.

Exam Point: A passport is strong evidence, but not definitive proof of citizenship.



4. What Actually Determines Citizenship?

Indian citizenship is governed by the:

e Citizenship Act, 1955

e Rules framed under the Act.

Citizenship may be acquired by:

Mode Meaning

By Birth Born in India, subject to the applicable legal conditions.
By Descent Through Indian parent(s).

By Registration Registration under the Citizenship Act.

By Naturalisation After fulfilling prescribed conditions.

By Incorporation of Territory When new territory becomes part of India.



If There Is a Citizenship Dispute

There is no single mandatory document that settles every dispute.
Authorities or courts may examine a combination of evidence such as:

 Birth certificate

e Parentage documents

e School or educational records
o Passport

e Aadhaar

o Other official records

The appropriate evidence depends on the legal basis of the citizenship claim.

Important Court Judgments Mentioned

Case Significance

Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India Discussed the nature of passports as evidence of nationality rather than
(1978) conclusive proof of citizenship.

Lal Babu Hussein v. Electoral Electoral roll inclusion creates a presumption of eligibility to vote but is not by

Registration Officer (1995) itself conclusive proof of citizenship.




Document

Passport

Aadhaar

Voter ID (EPIC)

Birth Certificate

Citizenship Certificate
(issued in
registration/naturalisation
cases)

ldentity

v
v

v

Supports
citizenship
claim

v

Address

Limited
v

Limited

X

Nationality

v
X

Indicates voting
eligibility

Depends on
context

Citizenship
(Conclusive)

X
X

X

X (by itself in
every case)

Vv for those to
whom it is
issued
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Particular

Meaning

Origin of Word

Nodal Ministry

Division

Purpose

Details

Repository for gifts received by public officials during official
visits and diplomatic engagements.

Persian — Toshakhana means Treasure House or Storehouse
of Gifts.

Ministry of External Affairs
Establishment Division of the Ministry of External Affairs

Receipt, valuation, storage, retention and disposal of official
gifts



Why is
Toshakhana It ensures: Transparency Accountability
Needed?

Protection of Uniform
government protocol for
property diplomatic gifts

Prevention of Proper record
corruption keeping




Official receives gift

N
Gift reported to MEA

N

Professional valuation

N

Recorded in Toshakhana
N

Official chooses:

e Deposit it

e Purchase it (if permitted)

e Government auctions it

e Museum/official display



Toshakhana Rules, 2024

The Ministry of External Affairs has revised the Toshakhana Rules, 2024 to improve transparency and
disposal procedures.

Major Features

Provision Details

Digital records Better inventory management

Transparent valuation Independent assessment of gift value

E-auction Disposal of selected items through public auction

Revenue Credited to the Consolidated Fund of India



Current Auction (2026)

Particular

Number of Items

Auction Start

Auction End

Mode

Examples of Auction Items

The auction catalogue reportedly includes:

Rolex Yacht Master Il watches
Silver daggers from Oman
Gold jewellery

Apple MacBook Pro laptops
Antique silver boxes

Price range:

Approximately 22,385

Details

About 300

8 June 2026

30 June 2026

Online e-auction

Up to around %17 lakh (with some listed items valued close to ¥19 lakh)



Where Does Auction Money Go?

All proceeds are deposited into the:

Consolidated Fund of India

Consolidated Fund of India

Feature Details

Constitutional Provision Article 266(1)

Nature Main account of the Union Government

Contains Taxes, government borrowings, loans received and other revenues
Withdrawal Only after parliamentary authorization through appropriation made

by law



Who Receives Gifts?

Examples include:

President

Vice-President

Prime Minister

Union Ministers

Governors

Diplomats

Senior civil servants
Officials during foreign visits

What Kind of Gifts Are Deposited?

Examples:

Gold ornaments
Silverware
Paintings

Carpets

Decorative items
Luxury watches
Electronic gadgets
Handicrafts
Traditional artefacts



Can Officials Keep Gifts?

Generally:

o Gifts received in an official capacity belong to the Government.
e Subject to the applicable Toshakhana Rules, an official may be permitted to retain certain gifts after
following prescribed procedures, including payment where required.

India vs Pakistan Toshakhana

Aspect India Pakistan

Managed by Ministry of External Affairs Cabinet Division

Disposal E-auction, retention as per rules, official Governed by Pakistan's Toshakhana rules
use

Objective Transparency and accountability Similar objective of managing official gifts

Public Attention Administrative reforms and auctions Frequently discussed due to political

controversies
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Topic

News

Achievement

Announcement Date
Award Founder
Awards Started

Final Winners

Details

India has 7 schools shortlisted for the World's Best
School Prizes 2026.

Highest number of shortlisted schools by any country
in a single year since the awards began.

25 June 2026
T4 Education
2022

To be announced in November 2026




What are the World's Best School Prizes?

Feature Details @)
Founded By T4 Education

Nature International education awards

Purpose Recognize schools creating outstanding impact in education and society
Selection Independent Judging Academy

Coverage Schools from across the world

Five Award Categories

Category Objective

Innovation Innovative teaching methods and educational practices
Community Collaboration Strong engagement with parents and the local community
Environmental Action Sustainability and environmental initiatives

Supporting Healthy Lives Student health, wellbeing and mental wellness

Overcoming Adversity Excellence despite social, economic or geographical challenges



Indian Schools Shortlisted (2026)

School

PCMC Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj

City/State

Category

Innovation

Innovation

Community Collaboration

Community Collaboration

Community Collaboration

Environmental Action

Supporting Healthy Lives



Category

Innovation

Community Collaboration
Environmental Action
Supporting Healthy Lives
Overcoming Adversity

Total

Number of Indian Schools

N O B - W N




State/UT Schools

Karnataka

Uttar Pradesh

Maharashtra

Jammu & Kashmir

Total Schools




Particular
Organisation
Founded

Headquarters

Mission

Flagship Awards

Detalls

T4 Education
2020

London

Improve education through
collaboration, innovation and recognition
of best practices worldwide

World's Best School Prizes
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Indian Ocean a shared responsibility: Modi

PM meets Seychelles President, stresses ‘security,

sustainability and prosperity’ of the region

Press Trust of India
VICTORIA

ndia envisioned an In-

dian Ocean where

maritime security was
ensured alongside eco-
nomic prosperity and
where partnership was de-
fined not by size, but by
mutual respect and trust,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Sunday dur-

ing his wisit to the
Seychelles.
Mr. Modi, who held

wide-ranging talks with
President Patrick Herminie
of the archipelago, said
they agreed that the Indian
Ocean was “our shared
home"” and therefore “its
security, sustainability and
prosperity are our shared
responsibility”.

“Our vision is to make
the Indian Ocean an ocean
of opportunity,” Mr. Modi
said after delegation-level
talks with Mr. Herminie,
during which they took
stock of the economic part-

nership between the two
countries and discussed
new opportunities in in-
dustries, connectivity,
technology, digital infras-
tructure, and other areas.

After the talks, the two
sides unveiled 19 out-
comes, expanding cooper-
ation in areas ranging from
defence and maritime se-
curity to digital payments,
space, healthcare, agricul-
ture, and education.

The two sides also an-
nounced the gifting of a
fast patrol vessel to the Sey-
chelles, the handover of 10
utility vehicles and five
Laser Radial class boats to
the Seychelles Defence
Force, the completion of
the refit of PS Zoroaster for
the Seychelles Coast Guard
and the upgrading of a Dor-
nier aircraft with a glass
cockpit.

Climate impact

Mr. Modi also addressed
the National Assembly of
the country, where he em-

Two sides unveil 19 outcomes in areas, including
defence, maritime, space, and digital payments

Sea of opportunities: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the
National Assembly of the Seychelles in Victoria on Sunday. AnI

phasised that the Global
South, especially island na-
tions, was the most impact-
ed by climate change.

He reiterated that those
who had contributed the
least to climate change
should not bear the great-
est burden of its conse-
quences and said climate
action must be guided by
“fairness, responsibility,
and equity”.

“The Global South, and
especially the island na-
tions, are the most impact-
ed by climate change. Its
effects are already visible
on our coastlines, in the
marine ecosystems, in
weather patterns, and in
our communities,” he said.

“We will continue to ex-
plore new opportunities
for the industries of both
our countries. We will also

work towards enhancing
connectivity between In-
dia and the Seychelles.
This will not only boost our
bilateral trade but also
strengthen our ties with
East Africa and the Indian
Ocean region,” he said.

The Prime Minister,
who is on a three-day visit
to the archipelago, attend-
ed the golden jubilee cele-
brations of the National
Day of Seychelles as the
Guest of Honour.

Earlier in the day, at a
special ceremony, Mr. Mo-
di was also conferred with
‘Guardian of the Blue Hori-
zon' by Mr. Herminie for
his “green leadership and
efforts towards advancing
the interests of developing
countries and his long-
standing commitment to-
wards promoting the blue
economy”.

The outcomes after the
talks on Sunday included
an extradition treaty, an
agreement on cooperation
in the peaceful uses of out-

er space, an agreement to
advance UPI-based digital
payments in the Sey-
chelles, an umbrella line of
credit agreement with the
Export-Import Bank of In-
dia and an agreement for
preliminary preparations
for a new the Seychelles
National Hospital, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs.

Win-win partnership
“Our cooperation in the
fields of energy and cli-
mate action continues to
advance steadily. We will
further strengthen our
win-win partnership in
emerging areas of clean
energy, including green hy-
drogen. The Blue Economy
is a natural and strategic
pillar of our relationship,”
he said.

“The true strength of In-
dia-Seychelles relations lies
in our people-to-people
ties,” Modi said.

He said the popularity
of Yoga and the Indian film

Modi attends the golden jubilee celebrations of
National Day of Seychelles as Guest of Honour

industry in the Seychelles
reflected the deep cultural
connection between the
peoples of the two coun-
tries. “In the same spirit,
we will continue our ef-
forts to enhance people-to-
people exchanges, particu-
larly among the youth of
our two countries.”

Addressing the National
Assembly later, the Prime
Minister said the Sey-
chelles “occupies a special
place in India’s vision for
the Indian Ocean.”

“Our vision recognises
that our futures are inter-
connected and inter-de-
pendent. And, we will con-
tinue to work together fora
safer and more secure In-
dian Ocean region,” he
said.

The Prime Minister last
visited the Seychelles in
2015, while President Her-
minie visited India earlier
this year.
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Topic

Details

Event

PM Narendra Modi's visit to Seychelles (3-day visit)

Main Theme

"The Indian Ocean is our shared home; security, sustainability and prosperity are
our shared responsibility."

Counterpart

President Patrick Herminie of Seychelles

Major Outcomes

19 agreements/outcomes across defence, maritime security, digital payments,
space, healthcare, education, agriculture and technology

Defence Assistance

India announced a fast patrol vessel, 10 utility vehicles, Laser Radial class boats,
refit of PS Zoroaster, and upgrade of a Dornier aircraft for Seychelles

Digital Cooperation

Agreement to introduce UPI-based digital payments in Seychelles

Space Cooperation

Agreement on peaceful uses of outer space

Healthcare

Preparatory agreement for a new Seychelles National Hospital

Finance

Umbrella Line of Credit through the Export-Import Bank of India




Climate Change

Blue Economy

Connectivity

People-to-People Ties

Special Honour

Modi stressed that island nations are among the worst affected and called for
climate action based on fairness, responsibility and equity

India and Seychelles agreed to deepen cooperation in clean energy, green
hydrogen and the Blue Economy

Both countries will improve maritime and economic connectivity to strengthen
ties with East Africa and the Indian Ocean region

Greater cultural exchanges, youth exchanges, Yoga and Indian cinema
cooperation

Modi attended Seychelles' National Day as Guest of Honour and received the
Guardian of the Blue Horizon award for leadership on the Blue Economy



Parameter

Total Trade

India's Exports to Seychelles

India's Imports from Seychelles

Trade Balance

Details (2024)

~USS 94.2 million (High Commission of
India Seychelles)

USS 91.73 million (Seychelles data) / USS
76.19 million (India FY 2023-24 data) (High
Commission of India Seychelles)

USS 2.46 million (Seychelles data) / USS
8.69 million (India FY 2023—-24 data) (High
Commission of India Seychelles)

Large trade surplus in India's favour (High
Commission of India Seychelles)



https://www.hciseychelles.gov.in/bilateral-trade.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hciseychelles.gov.in/bilateral-trade.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hciseychelles.gov.in/bilateral-trade.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hciseychelles.gov.in/bilateral-trade.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Initiative
UPI-based Digital Payments
EXIM Bank Line of Credit

Maritime Cooperation

Special Economic Package

Purpose
Promote digital transactions and tourism.
Finance infrastructure and development projects.

Enhance port, shipping and defence collaboration.

India announced a US$175 million package (credit +
grants) for infrastructure, housing, maritime security and
capacity building. (Indian Council of World Affairs)



https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&lid=8772&ls_id=14357&utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Sanskrit University
introduces BTech. in
Al and data science

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In the first instance of a
Sanskrit university in India
entering engineering edu-
cation, the Central Sanskrit
University has introduced
a BTech. programme in ar-
tificial Intelligence and da-
ta science from 2026-27.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in his Mann ki
Baat address on Sunday,
said this was a significant
effort to prepare the youth
for new technology while
keeping them rooted in
their heritage.

The BTech. pro-
gramme, on lines of the
National Education Policy,
2020, is designed to trans-
form Sanskrit institutions
into multi-disciplinary
centres of learning. The
programme is AICTE-ap-
proved and has a total
sanctioned intake of 66
seats: 60 regular seats and
SiX supernumerary ones.

Al tools in Sanskrit

The programme is expect-
ed to support development
of Al-enabled tools for San-
skrit and Indian languages,
strengthen language tech-
nologies, enable digitisa-
tion and preservation of
classical texts and promote
inter-disciplinary research
linking Al with Indian

Knowledge Systems.

“This marks a crucial
step towards integrating
modern technology with
India’s traditional know-
ledge. It will facilitate the
development of new Al
tools for Indian languages
and accelerate the digitisa-
tion and preservation of
our ancient texts and ma-
nuscripts,” the Prime Mi-

Traditional domains

The programme will also
provide opportunities to
apply modern computa-
tional techniques to tradi-
tional domains such as Ay-
urveda, Yoga, Jyotisha,
Nyaya, and other classical

The technical compo-
nents of the programme in-
clude artificial intelligence,
machine learning, data
science, python program-
ming, statistics, cloud com-
puting, data analytics and
deep learning, an official
spokesperson of the Edu-
cation Ministry said.

The language and know-
ledge system components
include natural language
processing, computational
linguistics, machine tran-
slation, speech recogni-
tion, conversational Al,
language  technologies,
knowledge representation
and optical character re-
cognition (OCR) for ancient
manuscripts.



Aspect

News

Effective From
University
Approval

Total Intake

Policy Alignment

Objective

Details

Central Sanskrit University (CSU) has launched
India's first B.Tech. programme in Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and Data Science in a Sanskrit
University.

Academic Session 2026-27
Central Sanskrit University (CSU), New Delhi
AICTE-approved programme

66 seats (60 regular + 6 supernumerary)

Designed in line with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020

Integrate modern technology with India's
traditional knowledge systems while preparing
youth for emerging technologies.




Objective

Explanation

Al for Indian Languages

Develop Al applications for Sanskrit and other Indian
languages.

Digital Preservation

Digitise and preserve ancient manuscripts and
classical texts.

Knowledge Integration

Combine Al with Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS).

Interdisciplinary Research

Promote research linking Al with traditional
disciplines.

Heritage + Technology

Balance technological advancement with cultural
heritage.
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Gujarati blockbuster Laalo’s word-of-mouth triumph

Daven Chamtin
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Gujarati blockbuster Laalo’s word-of-mouth triumph

Naveen Chandra

The power of talk in build-
ing excitement for a re-
gional film, making it an
improbable hit

Films lead an incredibly
chaotic, short life. No other
product sees as much in-
tense competition for sur-
vival as films do. Every
week there's a new film
that threatens to draw au-
diences away from the
films released the previous
week.

Most films, therefore,
front-load their marketing
effort with advance book-
ings, meet-and-greets with
the stars, premieres, and
special screenings to build
a big opening weekend at
the box office. Generally
they achieve predictable
results, A good Friday lead-
ing into more tickets sold

rAl SR

on Saturday, and peaking
on Sunday before tapering
off during the week for a
repeat in the coming week,
but with subdued num-
bers, as theatres give away
more screens [0 newer
films.

Consider the daily box-
office collection of Dhuran-
dar 1and 2. A similar chart,
except that the large num-
ber of people who saw the
first part created much
buzz and drew even more
numbers for the sequel,
giving it a much higher
opening. But the blistering
start tapered off within two
weeks, as expected,

Reversing the script

The sleeper hit Gujarat

film Laalo: Krishna Sada

Sahaayate, however, fol-

lowed a different curve.

The story of an autorick-
S =

Highest grossing: On day 30, it clocked %13 crore at the box office,
a record single-day collection for a Gujarati film, B ARRANGEMENT

shaw driver who encoun-
ters Lord Krishna as he
tries to manage his misera-
ble life, made on a tight
budget of ¥50 lakh,
grossed an incredible 2120
crore at the box office.

The day-wise collection

chart shows an inexplica-
ble porcupine-shaped be-
haviour. For nearly 19 days
after its release across 280
screens there wasn't any
collection, and it had been
removed from  most
screens, crashing to a low

—

of seven screens on day 5,
with occupancy less than
10%. For the next week the
film’s director, Ankit Sakhi-
va, booked 1516 shows ev-
ery day and started show-
ing the film to select
audiences. Since these
were closed audience sets,
the occupancy clocked 65
70% during the week.

The people who
watched it spread great
word-of-mouth praise
about the film. PVR and
other theatres waived the
virtual print fee (VPF) that
the producer pays theatres
to exhibit the film, substan-
tially reducing the cost of
distribution.

On day 18, incredibly,
the shows picked up to 40
and, by day 20, Laalo was
playing in 100s of theatres.
On day 30, it crossed 2,500
shows with a 70% occu-

o o

pancy and clocked 3
crore at the box office - a
record single-day collec-
tion for a Gujarati film.

There’s been no com-
parable example of such a
performance by a film, gi-
ven that it wasn't dubbed
or sub-titled in any other
language. Months later,
when the producers
dubbed and released the
film in Hindi, the tacky
production values got
them a tepid response.

It catalysed Deolband 2,
a Marathi adaptation of
Laalo with a similar story-
line, which collected 80
crore across over 500
shows in its fourth week.

Other than possibly
Lord Krishna’s hand in the
film’s tremendous success,
there are two interesting
aspects to it. One is the role
of strong word-ofmouth

- =

buzz about the film, which
gave it more screens as the
weeks went by. Second,
the poor performance of
the films released in the
subsequent weeks made
survival easier.

Similarly, Imtiaz Ali's
new film, Main Vaapas
Aaunga, opened with a
whimper, collecting just
¥1.5crore on the first day
and ending the first week
with ¥6 crore, an abysmal
low for a Hindi film. In an
incredible turnaround, col-
lections surged to 5 crore
in the second week, reach-
ing 30 crore by day 10, fol-
lowing solid word-of-
mouth recommendation.

When a film becomes
widely discussed online,
people feel pressure to
watch it simply to partici-
pate in conversations. Re-
member how the videos of

audiences crying while
watching the film Saiyaara
became so much of a pull
that if you hadn’t seen the
movie then you were out of
the social chatter.

Laalo is a low-budget
film with low production
values, But the universal
problem of poverty, debt,
relationship issues, the Ju-
nagadh landscape, the
fight between greed and
honesty, and the advice of
Lord Krishna touched an
emotional chord.

The film had travelled
beyond its core audience.
When a film becomes pop-
ular, its popularity itself
becomes a marketing tool.
(Naveen Chandra is the
founder and CEO of 91 Film
Studios, a Mumbai-based
company that produces
and distributes regional
language feature films)
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Aspect

Film

Language

Type

Director

Budget

Box Office Collection

Return on Investment (ROI)

Release Pattern

Record

Details

Laalo: Krishna Sada Sahayate

Gujarati

Low-budget regional film

Ankit Sakhiya

Around X50 lakh

Around X120 crore

Nearly 240 times its production budget

Started with very few shows but gradually expanded
due to strong audience demand.

X13 crore single-day collection on Day 30, the highest
ever for a Gujarati film.



Stage

Initial Release

First 19 Days
Word-of-Mouth Growth

Day 18-20

Day 30

What Happened?

Released in only a few theatres with very low
occupancy.

Collections remained modest; many theatres
removed the film.

Positive audience reviews spread rapidly.
Shows increased from a handful to around 40,

then 100+ theatres.

Around 2,500 shows with nearly 70%
occupancy and X13 crore single-day collection.



Factor
Strong Word-of-Mouth

Emotional Storytelling

Cultural Theme

Affordable Production

Theatre Support

Social Media Buzz

Explanation

Viewers recommended the film widely through
personal conversations and social media.

Connected emotionally with audiences.
Based on Gujarati culture and spiritual values.

Demonstrated that compelling content can outperform
high budgets.

PVR and other theatres waived Virtual Print Fee (VPF),
reducing distribution costs.

Online discussions created a fear of missing out
(FOMO), attracting more viewers.



Film

Laalo

Main Vaapas Aaunga
(Hindi)

Performance

Became a blockbuster due to
exceptional word-of-mouth.

Opened with about X1.5 crore on
Day 1 and around X6 crore in its
first week, showing comparatively
weaker performance.



Movie

Dangal

Year

2016

Budget (X Cr)

70

Worldwide
Gross (X Cr)

2,024

Approx. ROI (x)

29x (Scribd)

Secret Superstar

The Kashmir Files

2017

2022

15

15

850-965

340

57-64x

22.7x (Scribd)

Uri: The Surgical
Strike

The Kerala Story

2019

2023

25

25

342

303

13.7x (Scribd)

12.1x (Scribd)

Aashiqui 2

Tanu Weds Manu
Returns

2013

2015

15

39

109

258

7.3x

6.6Xx

Stree

Andhadhun

2018

2018

24

180

450+

7.5x

14x (boosted by China
release)

Kahaani

2012

13x



https://www.scribd.com/document/898625407/Most-Profitable-Indian-Movies?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scribd.com/document/898625407/Most-Profitable-Indian-Movies?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scribd.com/document/898625407/Most-Profitable-Indian-Movies?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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T 49, TN

World

Canines disappear
before a dog meat
ban in South Korea

o
apy ..m; an woth w Lai o
| 10 B it AT 1§ AN s
Hos whvit L N T (T T R
Abavaln aof sbeagin cbviw Dl

trome
i

-

W uir il g
Aty Tallon Caik of Tt A8

A o e (e i

vﬂll sk |-(bc~| -
Tenmrs

China’s role in Bangladesh’s Teesta
plans, and India’s strategic worries

i
a e Dy
Togrmont oand  (IWERY

"

in conuistered A 1
Iivatledes

uh
ure O thve Twem i1y

[
it n»-lw-l uu- n.m

Wakedv € o

e v

s Ay
[ nl-»nnu Vahia

Warvwa i, wiidls  faad
Ty L

AONE PEesenee so close to s

pected o expeding

"

St BN shangs Tl B

g .u. u....w, WMt whlters
Wi

anil

b
whict s ounh takes
wanil By the
et of v, n.mu.
T

s Jusiiiavy (hin ,.-.. u

(e vor
Mo e by Drod. M

wi
sl bl K btk of
M Jobky o s by

A B
the Chinese plnns
cannt Bt e Teerie
SRUECI R

.
faslonaly,

Verg .n.m. u Ihu  Nikhar
vl

"
5

Tousiu's wiens mu« .
Wkbe b e wliier

i
ey

il

whobars.
Wl WA I Wt f
- Tnatanbunady

[
Irvl of the ¢ uun'v. In the
10008 The Tue

Baial cyvde
MM Toae it ey igoes
Fact T Iny proderis up

%!

L
L T T W P
Wl ry Wines Shwrighal.
'

camibiliey sevdy for a plan
Tnctan reglon hax ralsod evobirows in New Delhi

ity

Wl e vkl
iple wlackers a)
s

N N e I
'S Wit A0 ALK Wi 30 g
o pralect I N R
1 can tuin senaochily.
Thie (s sl

)

[ I
“iakenl [k
alily
\

hos
Warine e

hucnme
bt M yor i
for dedoativi e Eelv
A Josiid skaba

sl
Neprimnlome 7. S,
b wwid, P

" it
Dl asts They siirvetod
e v

wark fuawarsda vl

i agfh v

hm

ek e tarning th

ol “ nlyon:
thon Jrevalleat evar Daliiin
Pnr Ty
Al

Wit asiivh seantmnily
o dwe

P b
P Witk

Talia,

b
SraflonAing A Iariw 00

" of Givrvesn o an
-

i Wil vt vw
55 i m

=~
Termtionuly
o el

Topporied
n v

e
has ‘erginenty
I s il

electric touch

Bl Frem Ve e AR

o kO 0 1100 A

AN b e (4 NI SIBTA 10 The

WiliTws, WD A1 ¥
v

) city

o Tuves S

PR

Trump’s
Hezbolla

ok
Poton by puashig i
Tmtlven . Hyria At thve
1 bbbl B

sweatod than
duree wnd s

A
yvinn Brwaidont At
ok i Iaas maitl Jro as

thur  Mr

roposal to pit Syria against
unsettles L.ebanon, Israel

o P OWROCE OF W SVTiaN
VUon i s

Vernn
il
arip ot

10l of &
wouhern  Syrs

wivce ha taok pow
i has alng bacon
U b N

i the

It aarll me i ity ot
Clals Convened o meuting
O the sbect on Wedne

lAv.
RS

according o a
»

ing r e th

e v s S ks, Yin
" We are ealling

I

1 f e

Yrump  “apok
whiout Syeln s robe i Anding
a afe ind pescuril solu
thie s wins

Mr

The offcin who
Aty oy swid while 1o
(sl 16 osety wetshiny v
Iy e

Qe la Vool

Inside Albania’s ‘Flamingo Revolution’ against a Kushner-linked development
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Inside Albania’s Flamingo Revolution’ against a Kushner-linked development

Associated Press
TIRANA

Albania’s rallies against a
coastal development pro-
ject have garnered global
attention, both for their
connection to Donald
Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner and because of
their curious mascot,

The luxury project has
two components: a small
resort on the uninhabited
island of Sazan and a coas-
tal development in the
nearby Narta Lagoon area,
which is a wildlife reserve
frequented by wetland spe-
cies including flamingos.

Every evening for
weeks, protesters have
marched by the thousands
in the capital Tirana, hold-
ing up cut-outs of flamin-
gos. The result has been a
nickname for their fled-
gling movement: “The

M
"

Flamingo Revolution.”

Here are some of its
members.

Fatma Paja, 28, lives in
Tirana and runs a creative
studio with her two sisters.
She’s part of a group of ar-
tists who created the cut-
out flamingos that have be-
come a fixture at the night-
lv rallies.

“I have long used art as
a means to express the in-
justices and dissatisfaction
associated with everyday
civilian life in Albania,” Pa-
ja told AP on Friday.

Ms. Paja’s group also or-
ganises drawing and co-
louring activities for chil-
dren during the protest, so
that willing parents are
able to join.

At the demonstrations,
she leads chants through a
loudspeaker. “Albania is
not for sale!” she shouts,
and “Don’t touch Narta!”

The project has sparked
outrage because of the lo-
cation’s pristine nature
and unique habitat that
would be irreversibly de-
vastated, according to
environmentalists.

Citizens are demanding
the project’s halt, citing a
lack of transparency and
concerns that in many si-
milar projects environ-
mental standards were not
met.

“I am against a pro-eli-
tist project that is blocking
a fully protected area and
destroying it,” Ms. Paja
said, "It is a project that
has no legal basis and has
not been supported by any
study on the damage it
would cause to the envi-
ronment and nature.” She
said she is optimistic, be-
lieving the protest has al-
ready produced results.

“This protest has motiv-

Colourful dissent: Protesters hold flamingo-shaped placards as
they demonstrate against the government in Albania, REUTERS

ated people to speak up
and react,” she said, ad-
ding that, because it was
not affiliated with political
parties, it fostered trust
and solidarity.

Although  unaffiliated
with a specific party, prot-
esters are almost universal-
ly calling for the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Edi
Rama.

Arben Kola, one of the

first protesters in the
“Flamingo  Revolution,”
has worked as a tour guide
for more than a decade. He
takes visitors to historic
and nature sites around Al-
bania — including the area
around the prospective de-
velopment.

Tourism in Albania has
seen a sharp increase in re-
cent years, with people rel-
ishing the nation’s vast, un-

developed coastline,
Among those who have
been impressed were Mr.
Kushner and MrTrump's
daughter, Ivanka Trump.
She explained on a podcast
last month that they disco-
vered the site of the
planned development
while on a friend's boat
and stopping for a swim.

It was yet another exam-
ple, for Kola, of the govern-
ment abusing its power,
and he couldn’t stomach it
any longer. He joined the
nascent protest movement
when it was just getting
started,

“Albania is facing a high
level of corruption, with
the privatisation and givea-
way of land, beaches, val-
leys and rivers,” the 46-
year-old said in an inter-
view while leading a tour
group through Tirana.

Albania’s anti-corrup-

tion agency has opened an
investigation related to the
project. The government
says the land is privately
owned, but rival claims ov-
er its privatisation have
emerged.

In an interview with the
AP this month, Mr. Rama
dismissed environmental
objections as the result of
misinformation and said
the development was turn-
ing Albania from a country
once ignored by investors
into one “where the big
capital wants to come and
the big investors want to
come.”

It is unclear exactly
what Mr. Kushner's invest-
ment role is in the project’s
development, but Mr. Ra-
ma confirmed his involve-
ment, The Prime Minister
said a formal environmen-
tal impact assessment has
not started because the

plan for the development
has not been finalised. He
said international archi-
tects and environmental
specialists are still shaping
the proposal.

Mr. Kola says it looks to
him like the project is al-
ready moving full steam
ahead. He is furious that
work has already begun to
clear land inside a nature
reserve with excavators
and other heavy machin-
ery. Today, Mr. Kola is one
of the people who organis-

es the crowds by speaking
to them on a loudspeaker.

He’s still floored by just
how much the demonstra-
tions have grown.

“We didn't believe the
protest would reach this
size,” he said, adding that
people repeatedly ask him
whether the movement
will continue. “It depends
on the people,” he says.
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Aspect
Country
Movement Name

Location of Protest

Reason for Protest

Developer Linked To

Key Concern

Details

Albania

Flamingo Revolution

Narta Lagoon and Sazan Island, Albania

Opposition to a proposed luxury tourism development
project in an ecologically sensitive coastal area

Jared Kushner (son-in-law of former US President
Donald Trump)

Destruction of protected wetlands, flamingo habitat,
and lack of environmental transparency



Adriatic Sea

AlDb

ltaly

=

*

- Serbia
Kosovo

Macedonia

Bulgaria



What is the Project?

Component

Luxury Resort
Coastal Development
Investment Goal

Opposition

Description

Planned on the uninhabited Sazan Island

Proposed near Narta Lagoon, a protected wetland

Promote tourism and attract foreign investment

Environmentalists, artists, local residents, and tourism workers

Why is Narta Lagoon Important?

Feature

Type

Biodiversity

Ecological Status

Economic Value

Significance

Coastal lagoon and wetland ecosystem

Habitat for flamingos and numerous migratory birds

Protected natural reserve

Supports eco-tourism and local livelihoods



Why is it Called the "Flamingo Revolution"?

Reason

Symbol

Meaning

Nature of Movement

Main Demands of Protesters

Demand

Stop the Project

Transparency

Environmental Assessment

Protect Wetlands

Accountability

Explanation

Protesters carry pink flamingo cut-outs during demonstrations.

Flamingos represent the threatened ecosystem and biodiversity of Narta
Lagoon.

Peaceful, artistic, and environmental protest.

Explanation

Prevent irreversible ecological damage.

Make project details and environmental studies public.

Conduct a proper Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Preserve biodiversity and migratory bird habitats.

Allegations of corruption and misuse of public land are
investigated.
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