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Kejriwal, 22 others cleared in excise policy case

Speaal court in Delhi orders i mqulry ag:amst
ing officer for i

NEW DELH1

n a major victory for
the Aam Aadmi Party,

a special court on Fri-

21 others in the politi-
cally changed liquor policy

l\lr Kejriwal hailed the
order and hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the BIP for orchestrat-
ing what he called the “big-
gest political conspiracy in
independent ind)

Closing the Lenuxl Bu-
reau of L
(CBD's  lawsuls \ & Ck\l
Judge Jitendra Singh o( the
Rouse Avenue Court ob-
served that the case relled
on hearsay evidence, had
major procedural lapses.
and v constitutios
prhu_lplgs

In its S98-page order,
the court also directed a
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phed
termed the
d

I Kejriwal had spent five months in jail, Sisodia
‘was incarcerated for 17 months in the case

choreographed exercise”,
whereln roles appear to
have been recrospectively
assigned to sult a precon-
celved narrative.
“What Is particularly
disturbing s the complete
shown by the in-
igating officer to the
fact that public servants,
were discharging
their official duties on a
day-to-day basis for the ef-
fective implementation of

discharged them in the case in New Delhs on Friday. P

ntal  policy,

rover, despite the in-
vestigation ylelding o ma-
terial agalnst them,”
court said.

The CB! has decided to
appeal the t in the
High Court immediately,

saying chat several aspects
investigation have

her veen ignored or
considered adequately.

“Staunchly honest”
Halling the verdict, Mr. Kej-
riwal said that “truth has
triumphed-. Hiting out at
the DAL and BIY he sl
that for the first time in the
history of independent In-

“Court order
exposes misuse
of probe agencies’
NEw DELIT

Several Opposition leaders on
Friday said the discharge of

agencies for political ends” by
the BIP government. » PAGE 4
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CBI to appeal in HC, says sevenl aspects of
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would quit politics i the
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ducted in Del

“Evidence tampering’

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
@ that the people of
Delhi's had already given
their verdict in February
2025 by voting Mr. Kejriwal

power.
T decision of the

o
said Mr. Kejriwal breaking
Into tears of relief.
Throwing a challenge to
the BJP, he added that he

ar poh:y casel, how over
150 hones were des-
troyed: she sal
Afr. Kejriwal had spent
five months in jail while Mr
Sisodia was incarcerated
for 17 months in the case.
They were granted bail

iss majority in the cap-

ital for the first time in 10
years.
The case stems from a

na, who .lleged irregulari-

ties in the framing and

implenmntzﬂon of Dethi's
xcise pol 2

y
initial FIR was

lnln thousands of ]
the agency alleged that ir-
regularities were commit-
ted while ing the ex-
clse policy, undue favours
were extended to licence
holders, licence fees were
. and the
L1 licence was extended
without _the - commeens
aulbamy's

false entries in their books
of accounts to evade detec-
tion, it said.

MuBAL
The budget for Maharashtra
Eovernment's Mustyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bakin Yoj
provides manthly financist sl
of 21,500 to eligible women is
exerting pressure on funds for
other departments, but it wil
ot be stopped, State Mirister
Ganesh Nak sad. % PAGE 2

Greens win key
UK. bypoll in
blow to Starmer

Lo
Brtain's nukng Labour party on
Friday made a thrd-place
Finish as it lost the Greater
Manchester parliamentary seat
of Garton and Denton 1o the
Green Party. The result further
eroded Prime Minister Keir
Starmer's ability to stay in
position wntl the next general
election » PAGE 12
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New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6%

NEW DELHI

india's economic growth is
expected to touch 7.6% in
the current financial year
202526, the se-

cond advance estimates of
domestic product

estimate of 6.5%. Accord-
ing to e data, thdias no-
minal GDP n re-

vised downward for the

cal ratios pegged to these
umbers, as the fiscal
deﬁduo&nl’ eatio and

dehlrmGDP ratio.
also re-

the first advance estimates
for 2025-26 released in Ja-
nuary, which was based on
the older series.

The new series of data,
released by Statistics Se-
cretary Saurabh Garg and
Chief Economic Advisor V.
Anantha Nageswaran, has
incorporated several im-

luding an
20t base yea of S92
23 from the earlier 2011-12.

The new series has re-
vised downward
growth for 202324 to 7.2%
from the 9.2% estimated in
the old serles and has re-
vised the growth for 2024-
25 to 7.1% from the earlier

¥ @

leased the D growth da-
ta for the third quarter of
202526 based on the new
series, which stood at 7.8%
as compared to 8.4% In the
second quarter and 6.7% in
the first quarter.

Growth In current year
According to the second
advance’ emimues . _fic

202526, the
Sector I expected o grow

Targely be driven by the
manufacturing  sector,
which is estimated to grow
12.5% in 2025-26 as com-
pared to 8.3% in the pre-
vious year. The construc-
tion sector is set to grow at

Stronger outlook
Ti6na Y. igher i the et
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ond advance estimates peg India's cconomic growth st

o5 made In January

6.9%, down from 7.1% over
the same period.

Notably, the primary
sector Is expected to see a
significant slowdown, with
growth expected to be
2.8% in 202526
paredto SX in the previous
gome: s fe e 0 growrth

ar.
of  double-digit

guwmmﬂmuzd.e hotels,

lon Grouplng GO. 3%), and
the Enancial, real cstate,
servic.

advance. esmates hiased
on

Further, the size of the
economy in both 202324
and 2024-25 has been re-
vised downward by 3.5%
each. According to econo-
mists, this would not only
revise upwards the govern-
ment’s fiscal deficit ratios
over the past few years but
would also make its
planned debt reduction
path a significantly steeper
one.

“On a current-price ba-

chief policy advisor at EY

ia, said. “This also
means the overall size of
the economy now appears
smalles™

peaed o slow ta 2.5% In
202526 from 4.3% in 2024-
25, and in the mining and
quarrying sector to 5%
from 11.2% over the same
period.
The tertiary sector,
comprising the services

IT, and =
es grouping (10%}

e Hats in the new se-
ries shows that the size of
the economy is expected
to be ¥345.47 lakh crore in
202506, which {8 atious
3.3% ler than whar
was pmdmed in the first

Nayar, chief economist at
ICRA, the new data implies
that the fiscal deficit-to-
GDP ratio would be around

‘Open war’: Afghan Taliban
seeks ‘dialogue’ as Pakistan
bombs Kabul, other cities

Ppakistan bombed major ci-
ties in Afghanistan includ-
ing the capital Kabul on
Friday, with Islamabad’s
Defence Minister declaring
the neighbours at “open
war following months of
sicfor-tat clashes.

‘he overnight operation

was. Palds!an‘s most wides-
of the

Afehan caphtal and ks firs:
ir strikes on the southern
power base nru.e Taliban

year-
old man, told AFP in front
of rows of tents at the Oma-
ricamp.

Pakistan's Latest opera-

after Afghan
‘oms attacked Pakistani
T troops o

Pt e reDasion o et
Her air  strikes

The head of the Pakis-
tan military’s publicity

lnr the loss of 12 Pakistani

T The sharp surge tn hos-
tlities drew lnlerznuonzl
concern, s Bri-
tain and the Imernmnnzl
Commitiee of the

Crass (ICRC) calling fur im-
mediate de-escalation and
return to dialogue.
Relations between the
neighbours have plunged
i recent months, with

an
for Pakistan’s fighter jets in Khost prowince, Aghanistan. SeUTERS

land border crossings lar-

tstamabad accuses Afghan-
istan of failing to act
militant Froups

that carry out attacks In
idscan, which the Faliban

government
Most of the aftacks have
been claimed by the Teh-

reek-eTaliban  Pakistan
€TTP), 2 mlicane group theat
has stepy

ped up assaults
Palisten since the Afhan
Taliban returned to power.

Pakistan's Defence Mi-
nister, Khawsja Asif de-

government.
“Now it Is open war bet-
ween us and you.

Taliban government
spokesman Mujahid sasd

have repeatedly
emphasised a peaceful so-

lution, and stll want the
peablem to be seaatvid
 Mr. Mu-

dialogue;
]ahld told a news confe-
“Right now,

ing over n's
afrspace.”
The owernight strikes

mark a “significant and

expert Michael Kugelman
said on X.
~pakistan appears to

Several rounds of nego-
tations between
Dbad and Kab
initial ceasefire brokered
by Qatar and Turkey, but
the efforts have failed to
produce a lasting agree-
ment.

After repeated breaches
of the initial truce, Saudi
Arabia - intervened = chis
month, re-

Jease of three Paldstant sol-
diers captured by Afghan-
in October.

tran, which shares bor-
with

der and
Pakistan, offered on Friday
to help “facilitate dia-

logue”, while the Saudi Fo-
reign Minister spoke with
his_Pakistani counterpart
and China sald it was
“working with™ coun-
tries while calling for calm.

ICRC President Mirjana

tion was preparing o res-
pond with humanitarian
assistance but stressed that

political will to respect the
Tules of war and prioritise
de-escala




Kejriwal, 22 others cleared in excise policy case

Special court in Delhi orders inquiry against
investigating officer for framing the accused

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

n a major victory for
l the Aam Aadmi Party,

a special court on Fri-
day discharged party chief
and former Delhi Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal, his
deputy Manish Sisodia,
and 21 others in the politi-
cally charged liquor policy
case.

Mr. Kejriwal hailed the
order and hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the BJP for orchestrat-
ing what he called the “big-
gest political conspiracy in
Independent India”.

Closing the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation
(CBI)y’s lawsuit, Special
Judge Jitendra Singh of the
Rouse Avenue Court ob-
served that the case relied
on hearsay evidence, had
major procedural lapses,
and violated constitutional
principles.

In its 598-page order,
the court also directed a
departmental inquiry
against the “erring investi-
gating officer” who framed
charges against the ac-
cused in the absence of
material evidence.

Former Bharat Rashtra
Samithi MP K. Kavitha was
also among those dis-
charged by the court.

‘Choreographed probe’
The court termed the
probe a “premeditated and
choreographed exercise”,
wherein roles appear to
have been retrospectively
assigned to suit a precon-
ceived narrative.

“What is particularly
disturbing is the complete
disregard shown by the in-
vestigating officer to the
fact that public servants,
who were discharging
their official duties on a
day-to-day basis for the ef-
fective implementation of

Kejriwal had spent five months in jail, Sisodia
was incarcerated for 17 months in the case

Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia address the media after a court
discharged them in the case in New Delhi on Friday. PTI

a governmental policy,
have been subjected to cri-
minal prosecution solely
on the basis of inadmissi-
ble hearsay attributed to
an approver, despite the in-
vestigation yielding no ma-
terial against them,” the
court said.

The CBI has decided to
appeal the judgment in the
High Court immediately,

saying that several aspects
of its investigation have
either been ignored or not
considered adequately.

‘Staunchly honest’

Hailing the verdict, Mr. Kej-
riwal said that “truth has
triumphed”. Hitting out at
the PM and BJP, he said
that for the first time in the
history of independent In-

‘Court order
exposes misuse
of probe agencies’

NEW DELHI

Several Opposition leaders on
Friday said the discharge of
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders
Arvind Kejriwal and Manish
Sisodia in the Delhi excise
policy case had exposed “the
misuse of investigative
agencies for political ends” by
the BJP government. » PAGE 4

dia, a sitting CM was
dragged to jail and kept
there for six months under
a false case.

“The court has now said
that Kejriwal is staunchly
honest and the Aam Aadmi
Party is staunchly honest,”
said Mr. Kejriwal breaking
into tears of relief.

Throwing a challenge to
the BJP, he added that he

would quit politics if the
party won even 10 seats if
fresh elections are con-
ducted in Delhi.

‘Evidence tampering’
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta said that the people of
Delhi’s had already given
their verdict in February
2025 by voting Mr. Kejriwal
out of power.

“This decision of the
lower court was taken due
to the lack of evidence. We
all know how evidence was
tampered with [in the liqu-
or policy case], how over
150 phones were des-
troyed,” she said.

Mr. Kejriwal had spent
five months in jail while Mr
Sisodia was incarcerated
for 17 months in the case.

They were granted bail
by the Supreme Court in
September 2024, months
before the Delhi Assembly
election, in which the AAP
lost its majority in the cap-

CBI to appeal in HC, says several aspects of
probe ignored or not considered adequately

ital for the first time in 10
years.

The case stems from a
complaint lodged by Lieu-
tenant Governor V.K. Saxe-
na, who alleged irregulari-
ties in the framing and
implementation of Delhi’s
excise policy in 2020.

The initial FIR was
lodged by the CBI. In the
chargesheet, which runs
into thousands of pages,
the agency alleged that ir-
regularities were commit-
ted while modifying the ex-
cise policy, undue favours
were extended to licence
holders, licence fees were
waived or reduced, and the
L-1 licence was extended
without the competent
authority’s approval.

The beneficiaries of the
alleged scam diverted their
“illegal” gains to the ac-
cused officials and made
false entries in their books
of accounts to evade detec-
tion, it said.



Topic

Constitutional Provision

State Power

Centre’s Role

Key Law

Investigating Agencies

Details (English)

Excise on alcoholic liquor for
human consumption falls under
State List — Entry 51 (List I1),
Seventh Schedule

States levy excise duty on
production & sale of alcohol

Centre levies excise on narcotics &
medicinal preparations (Entry 84,
Union List — limited scope after
GST)

State Excise Acts (varies by state)

CBI/ED can investigate corruption,
money laundering aspects

faavor (f8d)

ATTd 3UANET 8 Afer W
HTPRT X AT T - yfafee
51 (= 1), Areret eqqe A
T &

TSI RS & 3cdresT g fashr
W TSR RT HT T3 g

g HAlCe god g e Jardy
W} HEhRT (Ffafse 84, ¥9
Tl - GST& a1 HifAd)

I AESRRT ATTATH (5T
HAAR =)

HSERR/HAAT AlegdT HATHAT H
CBI/ED ST &< Tehal &




o (2 What is Excise Duty?

Concept

Excise Duty

State Excise

Not under GST

Explanation (English)

Indirect tax on manufacture of goods

within a country

Primarily on alcohol for human

consumption

Alcohol for human consumption kept
outside GST

¢ (&) Objectives of Excise Policy

Objective

Revenue Generation

Regulation

Public Health

Prevent lllegal Trade

English

Major source of state revenue

Control sale & distribution of liquor

Reduce harmful consumption

Stop smuggling & illicit liquor

e (8

32l & HiaR a3 &b I IR AT TAT AUIES
BR

HEd: AI9d 3T 8q 2RTd TR

HG IUHIT 8q 2R GST A A& &

fédt

I TRBRY B YHH 3T BT HNd
oRTg b felsht @ faazor &1 fAz=or
gIfFpR® 99 ! fAAfFd B

3rde 2R T B3t AT



» (4 Components of a Typical Excise Policy

Component English

Licensing System Grant of retail/wholesale licenses
Fee Structure License fee, excise duty, VAT
Zoning Rules Allocation of liquor vends by zones
Quality Control Check adulteration & safety
Monitoring Digital tracking & enforcement

» (& Economic Importance

Aspect English

Revenue Share 15-25% of many states’ own tax
revenue

Price Elasticity Alcohol demand relatively inelastic

Employment Jobs in production, retail, hospitality

f&t

Hc/eNp ATgAH STRY BAT
WS [eh, PR B3, d¢
AR P e
fAeTTae g TuTerT fAa=or

fefsiea fAmREt T gad=

f&dt

&3 AN bl B 3T BT 15-25%

2RI Y AT 3A&ITPHd 3T AHIGR

3T, FRT g 3nfded g A AR



» (&) Common Issues in Excise Policy

Issue

Policy Manipulation

Revenue Leakage

Social Impact

Interstate Smuggling

English

Alleged favoritism in license

allocation

Under-reporting & corruption

Addiction & public health burden

Price differences across states

» 4 Important Constitutional & Legal Points for Exam

Topic

Article 47

State List Entry 8

State List Entry 51

GST Exception

English

State shall endeavor to prohibit

intoxicating drinks

Intoxicating liquors — production,

manufacture, possession, transport

Duties of excise on alcoholic liquor

Alcohol excluded from GST

WIgAT 3MTdeA ? UgaTd & AR

BH AT 9 yerR
FARGRY T TR U3 YT

A1 P & Hed 3R & d¥apt

f&t

ITBE 47 — I AIGHh I P A9 BT 9™
Gull

vfafe 8 — Arges U &1 3areq, fanfor, ufRaga

yfdfed 51 - 2R UR HGHRY Qo<

ORI GST J 9183



& What Happened? | =T 3112

» A Delhi special court discharged Arvind Kejriwal, Manish Sisodia and 21 others in the Delhi Excise

Policy case.

foott &t fadly argTerd A 3Rfdg FsRiard, A=Y fEXEAT TfEd 21 37 B aHRT ifd Ama & 931 fasam
e The court found lack of material evidence and procedural lapses in the investigation.

3GTeTd A BT J18T P 31Td 3R 719 | UichaTe® Ffcdl g
e A departmental inquiry was ordered against the investigating officer for allegedly framing charges.

ST AfepRY & fasg femmita st & 3mder fgg ma)

& Background of the Case [ ATHA &t Ts5¥fH

o Case related to Delhi's 2020-21 Excise Policy reform.
HHAT 2020-21 &1 fSow! smadRt ifd & s5aT am

o Allegations: Irregularities in policy design, undue benefits to licence holders, fee waivers, and alleged
kickbacks.
3RIY: ffd fAmfor 7 sifFafiadT, aredTeRS! B @M, odb HIhT, Bied Read|

» FIR registered by Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

TTeifAdh! gt ANl &R (CBI) gRT &3 |



&) Court Observations [ 3i€eid ! fewforar
e Probe termed “premeditated and choreographed”.
Sia Bt “qd frifera 3R A" gam)
o Charges framed largely on hearsay evidence.
IRIY HEId: AT-JATS dTdl IR 3MenId|
o Constitutional principles and procedural safeguards highlighted.

Taenfie fgial @ ufdsar JR&m uR dd |

& Political Dimension [ IsT+ifdd 3TATH
o AAP called it a political conspiracy.
ATH ATSHT UTel A 33 ASTH1Tddb JTa12l gdrT|
» Opposition leaders claimed misuse of probe agencies.
fauer 3 stra G & EUANT BT 3RT ||
» CBI decided to appeal in High Court.
CBI 4 3w I | 374lel B4 b1 ol foian



& Constitutional & Legal Angle [ Tddenfad a &I AT Ugd,
e Presumption of innocence is fundamental to criminal law.
fAgfsar &t &MRUT ATIRIfErB BIA BT HA [Fgid|
e |Importance of due process under Article 21 (Right to Life & Personal Liberty).
35 21 dgd fafel grr enfua ufssan o1 Aga|
o Judicial oversight ensures accountability of investigative agencies.

=1 (AR & stia gAfadl o1 stargdet gafedd!

L Timeline Snapshot | THIRAT

e 2020 - New Excise Policy introduced.
2020 — 7% AFHRY Fifd ANl

e 2022 - FIR and arrests begin.
2022 - grfAdhst 3R iRudRT|

e 2024 - Supreme Court grants bail.
2024 — Fdfe FR—TET J STHMAEC |

e 2025 - Special court discharges accused.
2025 — g2 37gTeTd gRT &:1 |






Consider the following statements:

1. Excise duty on alcoholic liquor for human consumption is a State subject under the Constitution of

India.
. The Central Bureau of Investigation functions under a constitutional provision directly mentioned in

the Constitution.

3. Presumption of innocence is a principle of criminal jurisprudence.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 only
C.1,2and 3
D. 3 only




DEMAND COMPOSITION SHIFT W Old series

B New series

Comparision of old and new series (At constant prices; % chg, y-o-y)

1 Difference in
growth rate (%)
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GVA

Primary
sector

Secondary
sector

Tertiary
sector

Consumption & investment

For FY25; At constant
prices; % chg, y-o-y

© 0Old series WNew series Pvt consumption | Govt consumption! Fixed investment

Source: MoSPI




New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6%

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s economic growth is
expected to touch 7.6% in
the current financial year
202526, showed the se-
cond advance estimates of
gross domestic product
(GDP) based on the new
and updated series re-
leased by the government
on Friday. This is faster
than the 7.4% predicted in
the first advance estimates
for 2025-26 released in Ja-
nuary, which was based on
the older series.

The new series of data,
released by Statistics Se-
cretary Saurabh Garg and
Chief Economic Advisor V.
Anantha Nageswaran, has
incorporated several im-
provements, including an
updated base year of 2022-
23 from the earlier 2011-12.

The new series has re-
vised downward the
growth for 2023-24 to 7.2%
from the 9.2% estimated in
the old series and has re-
vised the growth for 2024-
25 to 7.1% from the earlier

estimate of 6.5%. Accord-
ing to the data, India’s no-
minal GDP has been re-
vised downward for the
three years spanning 2023-
26, which will have a nega-
tive impact on several fis-
cal ratios pegged to these
numbers, such as the fiscal
deficit-to-GDP ratio and
the debt-to-GDP ratio.

The government also re-
leased the GDP growth da-
ta for the third quarter of
2025-26 based on the new
series, which stood at 7.8%
as compared to 8.4% in the
second quarter and 6.7% in
the first quarter.

Growth in current year

According to the second
advance estimates for
202526, the secondary
sector is expected to grow
at 9.5%, up from 7.3% in
2024-25. This growth is to
largely be driven by the
manufacturing sector,
which is estimated to grow
12.5% in 202526 as com-
pared to 8.3% in the pre-
vious year. The construc-
tion sector is set to grow at

Stronger outlook

The second advance estimates peg India’s economic growth at
7.6% in FY26, higher than the first estimates made in January

340 @ @ &

The bars show
annual GDP
estimates (in lakh
crore). Growth rates
at constant prices
(in %) is mentioned
inside the circles

FRE: FIRST REVISED

280
220
140
2022- 2023- 2024-
23 24 25FRE

ESTIMATES
2025 SAE: SECOND
26SAE  ADVANCE ESTIMATES

6.9%, down from 7.1% over
the same period.

Notably, the primary
sector is expected to see a
significant slowdown, with
growth expected to be
2.8% in 202526 as com-
pared to 5% in the previous
year. This is due to growth
in the agriculture sector ex-
pected to slow to 2.5% in
2025-26 from 4.3% in 2024-
25, and in the mining and
quarrying sector to 5%
from 11.2% over the same
period.

The tertiary sector,
comprising the services

sectors, is expected to see
growth to quicken to 8.9%
in FY26, up from 8.3% in
the previous year. This is a
result of double-digit
growth in the trade, hotels,
transport and communica-
tion grouping (10.3%), and
the financial, real estate,
IT, and professional servic-
es grouping (10%).

The data in the new se-
ries shows that the size of
the economy is expected
to be ¥345.47 lakh crore in
2025-26, which is about
3.3% smaller than what
was predicted in the first

advance estimates based
on the old series.

Further, the size of the
economy in both 2023-24
and 2024-25 has been re-
vised downward by 3.8%
each. According to econo-
mists, this would not only
revise upwards the govern-
ment’s fiscal deficit ratios
over the past few years but
would also make its
planned debt reduction
path a significantly steeper
one.

“On a current-price ba-
sis, nominal magnitudes
for 2023-24 to 2025-26 are
lower than those under the
old series,” D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy advisor at EY
India, said. “This also
means the overall size of
the economy now appears
smaller.”

According to  Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
ICRA, the new data implies
that the fiscal deficit-to-
GDP ratio would be around
15-20 bps higher on an av-
erage during the previous
year as compared to the
earlier estimates.



& What is the Update? |/ <=IT 9T 82
e [ndia's GDP growth for FY2025-26 projected at 7.6% (Second Advance Estimates).
fa< 99 2025-26 & T HRA &1 Sitsiut gfig &R 7.6% 3iidh! TS|
» Earlier first advance estimate was 7.4%.
Uga AT | 7.4% it
» Based on new updated GDP series with base year 2022-23 (earlier 2011-12).
g SAISUl YBAT A MR a9 2022-23 (T8t 2011-12) |

& Institutional Context [ T¥ITTd deH

e Data released by Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).

3lidbs JifEdh! d BRIH fohar<aaa Aa1ed (MoSPI) gRT IR
 Compiled by National Statistical Office (NSO).
I it BRITAET (NSO) gRT Jhfeid|



&) Sector-wise Growth Trends | &FdR gfg

i Secondary Sector (Industry)
o Expected to grow at 9.5% in FY26 (up from 7.3%).
g &3 9.5% b1 gfg (Tt 7.3%) |

e Manufacturing estimated at 12.5%.

fafaator &7 12.5% AT |

\ " Primary Sector
e Slowing down to 2.8% (from 5%).
TR &7 2.8% (T8 5%)|

e Agriculture growth moderating.

P gfg ¥ wf

o Expected growth at 8.9% (up from 8.3%).
Ja1 §7 8.9% (gt 8.3%)|

Boost from trade, hotels, transport, communication, financial & IT services.

@MUR, glcd, URdgd, JaR, ot a smscl Jarsii J derdil

.I‘



& Size of the Economy [ 31efcdz2T &1 3HThR

e FY26 nominal GDP estimated at 345.47 lakh crore.
FY26 A AMHATA 181Ut 345.47 @RI BAS ATAIAC|

e However, revised size for FY24-FY25 is 3.8% lower under new series.
8 YTl & d&d FY24-FY25 BT 3BR 3.8% HH HeNferd]|

& Fiscal Implications | I=TRIST 1@

o Lower nominal GDP - Higher fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio.
H ATHATA Silsidt - el AsTh IS TTeT HUTd|

o Debt-to-GDP ratio likely to appear higher.
RUT-A-31SAt 31UTd 3ifefep fdzmg 2

e Planned debt reduction path may become steeper.

HUT T b1 ST Bf6 8 bdl 2|






b

* Consider the following statements:

* A revision in GDP base year may affect fiscal deficit-to-GDP
ratio.

* Nominal GDP is calculated at constant prices.
* The services sector forms part of the tertiary sector.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

*A.1and 3 only
B. 2 only
C.1,2and3

D. 3 only



—— —— ——

HOW RATES HAVE CHANGED

101

@ Old Rates
@ New Rates

3.2 9, GDP growth

6.5

WHY THE SWITCH

> Surveys replaced
proxy estimates for the
unorganised sector

> More sources of data,
=| such as better sectoral
numbers for cos captured
via MCA filings

> Digital activities & govt
1" spends captured better

> Changes due to

| electrification, more self-
@ owned housing units, lower

° 2023-24

| |
2024-25 2025-26

N |ogistical costs
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Al firm cannot in good conscience

accede to Pentagon’'s demands’

BAGHDAD
L armed grou

tells fi;

to prepare for long Iran-U.S. war

Anthwopic C

said on

“cannot in

accede” to the

Kataeh Hezbollah,

2 powerful I

ran-backed Iragi armed group, told

s fightasa o Yiurkdmy s prapsie for the scenacia of a ing wae in
the U.s.

Pentagon’s demands to allow
decpen

ing the unususlly pubbe clash with the Trume
that

by Friday. ap

“immense losses” were it to start 3 war in the.

talse u.s. of

on. while a

commander said his group was “highty likely” 1o intervene. as>

n
Theus. I

ANKARA

Jailed PKK leader Ocalan says laws
needed in Turkive peace process

Sxamining!y thrasaning” drund Mg nens thie LS. endos onds. &
otection,

turned out the drone belonged to

e

leader Abdullah Ocatan said on Friday that

ookl st e st e

was fired in the area. A2

2) ot 3 year after he called

o P i portis Party (PKK} to end its decades-cld

Insurgency and disband. SEUTERS

Greens win UK. bypoll, in blow to Starmer

Green I

/s Hannah S

r won the Gorton and Denton seat with 407% vots

s: Reform UK came in second with 287%, while Labour finished

third with 254%: Prime Minister Starmer called the result ‘very disappointing. but said he would fight against extremes both on the right and left

LONDON

t was a bad night for
UK. Prime Mlnlstef
Keir Starmer and hi

tary seat of Gorton and
Denton from Labour. The
nativist far-right party Re-
form UK came in second

er’s ability to stay in posi-
tion until the next general
election.

“This byelection has
shown that there is no lon-
ger any such thing as a safe
seat and there is no part of
the country where the
Green Party cannoe win."
said 36-year-old plumber
¥ Spencer, who won

the election with around

the face of British polltics.~
gald Greens chief Zack Po-
lanskd, during a joint press
conregeme wuh Ms. Spen-
<a M ster.

e have torn the roof
of Briceh - politice and
that's because people now
recognise there is an alter-
native,” Mr. Polanski said,

tives got a mere 1.9% of the

ote share
halved relative to s 2024
ction _perfor-
mance in the constituency.

Srliagentiry By-Emction 2se

U arkamertary By-Eiec

e = o3 ;-n-

Green Pxny! candidate Hannah Spencer being congratulated sfter

There were divisions
within _Labour

Friday. seuTERs

goveming body found
themselves at the centre of
riticiam for denying Mr.

the charismatic Mayor of
Greater Manchester, Andy
Bur: . over councillor
Angeliki Stogia, who was
o Eariier thie month,
Mr. Starmer and Labour's

to

ture. In addition to bread-
andbutter issues facing
Britons featuring the cam-

paign, there were accusa-
tions of sectarianism in the
campaign.

ens were criti-

cised for distributing mate-
fialaryingto appeal to I\lus-
lim vote

were in Urdu asking voters
to “punish” Labour for its
position on Gaza. Muslims
have traditionally aligned
with the Labour Party.

-1 think people are al
lowed communicate
ith differemt comemank
tes... those things
those ies care

video stmwmg Mr. Starmer
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and U.K. Deputy
PM David Lameny with Is-

raell Prime Minfster Benja-

Netas
another dlip depicting Re-

Trump. One particul
2ge with Mr. Modi and Mr.
in Bes

Tun,
that Mr. Starmer was block-
ing a path to Westminster
for Mr. Burnham in order
o fed off & peenilal Lem-

challenge in the fu-

ngali:
“But pohd(a‘ Jeaders are
not working for us,” and
Eald bills’ and; ety wire
going up.

Some campaign leaflets

about,” Mr. Polanski said

U.S. advises embassy
staff in Israel to leave
now if they desire

of an American strike o3
tran looms.

on Friday in an
with the BEC. Mr. Polanski,
who is Jewish, said it was

only

ledged voters® frustration,
he said incumbent -
ments face such results
during their term. He sam
he would fight against e:
tremes in policics both on
the right and

Mike
told embassy
employees in an email that

ssfons h officlals in
Washington had led w a
decision authorising de-

“Those wishing to take
AD should do so TODAY,”
Mr. Huckabee wrote, using
an acronym for “author-
ised departure

Ar. Huckabee said that

there was no need for pan-
ic. but for those desiring to

leave, it was Important to
make plans soon.

Meanwhile, China told
its citizens

West Asia

Beljing’s Foreign Minis-
try also told its citizens to
avosd travelling to Iran for
the time being.

Epstein files: Bill Clinton
says he ‘did nothing wrong’

CHAPPAQUA

Former U.S. President Bill
Clinton denied wrongdo-
Ing at a Congressinal pa-
nel on Friday on his well-

Id Trump's own ties
the convicted sex
ottender.
Mr. Clinton features pro-
minensly throughout the
Epstein files, but he insists
that he broke ties well be-
fore the disgraced billio-
naire’s 2008 conviction for
sex offences.
“Isaw nothing, and I did
nothing wrong.” Mr. Clin-
n his opening
statement, shared on so-

B Clinton
ctal media.

The Republican chair of
the House committee

probing Epstein, me:
Comer, said ahead of Bill
Clinton's deposition _he
Seckest Sewnind 25 *asking

lots of question
But Demou:rnu on the
their

call for Mr. Trump to be
quizzed. “Let's be real, we
are talking to the wrong
President.” said Democrat
committee member Suhas
Subraman;

yam.
Mr. Clinton did not

above the law, even Presi-

dents  —  especially
Presidents.”

Being mentioned in the
files released by the U.S.

not
and Mr. Clinton has not
been accused of a crime or
formally investigated.

The depositions are be-
ing held behind closed
goors, with Bill Clinon -

kening

e proceedings to
court™.

Grim scene

Emergency services work at

o, Itay, on Friday. Two persons were kiled and around 40
‘were injured when the tram came off the tracks and crashed into the e shep. RELTERS.

‘At least 55
Ghanaians
killed fighting
for Russia’

Associated Press
ACCRA

At least 5S Ghanalans have
died Aghting for Russia in
Ukraine, Ghana's Foreign
Minister said on Friday,
one of the highest death
tolls from among several

frican coun s whose ci-
tizens are fighting in the

Foreign Affaiin Sinkmer
o Ablakwa

Ghana adds to a growing
list of African nations who
have expressed concern
about thelr citizens fght-
ing in the war.

How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‘open war’

NEWS ANALY:

Stanly lohny

“Our patience has run
ous™, Pakistan’s Defence
Atinister

strikes
this week, which Islama-
bad claimed were carried
out in retaliation for recent
terror attacks inside its
territory.

These incidents, along
with the and

counter-allegations, under-
score the increasingly com-
bustible nature of relations
between Isiamabad and
Kabul. Untl a few years

nd the Af-

lies. The Taliban's top lea-
dership was based in
Pakistan's Quetta v

ut for
the Taliban captured Kabul

iban were
an insurgent movement,
they relied on Pakistan's
support to sustain their
fight against U.S. forces in
Afghanistan_ Pakistan, wa-
ry of India’s growing in-
fluence in

the neighbourhood. Pakis-
tan believed the Taliban's

Pakistan's calculations. Is-
lamabad-Rawalpindi soon
found  irself  confronting
three distinct challenges.

Border clashes
The first is the Durand

ine, the 2,640-km border
established between Brit-
ish India and Afghanistan
in 1893 and inherited by
Pakistan.

No Afghan government
since the collapse of the
monarchy in 1973 has ac-
cepted the line, which cuts
throusls tise” erllal fiear:
tland of the region. The
liban, too, haverefusedlo

viewed the Taliban, a long-
time ally, as a vehicle for
its n

cm
x

Y
drawn by url.lmex Du-
rand, a British diplomat,
and Abdur Rahman Kh.

Veicles at a crossing along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border in
Balochistan, on Friday sEuTess

the former was an insur-
gency. But when the Tali-
ban became the state, the
long-standing  Inter-state
dispute between Afghanis-

Pakistan moved to
!he cenn’e of bilateral rela-
tions. If Pakistan expected
the Taliban to behave as a

client partner, it miscalcu-
lated. The Taliban sought
to assert their autonomy,
leadi to growing ten-
slons.
T otiter

e second is the i
CTaliban Pakista
2150 Known =5 the Pakistal

Enisarionalty diffarent ot

ideologically aligned. The
Afghan Taliban wanted t©
expel U.S. troops from Af-
ghanistan, defoat the ts-
Lamic Republic's security
forces, and turn the coun-
ey into an Islamic Emirate.
They achieved their objec-

plicate the Tali-

's success, at least in
tan’s tribal regions.

While 1

tary supported the
Taliban, it has long viewed
the TTP as a serious secur-
i thrcas. Thie Afehan Tl

o power in
2021 ineviably . streng.
thened the TTP. Initially,
the Taliban bro-

kered a truce between the
Pakistani military and the
TTP, but the ceasefire col-
lapsed in 2022 and hostili-
ties resumed. In the years

regions has deteriorated

sharply, with attacks oc-
curring almos:

them security personnel,

were killed in TTP attacks

across Pakistan last year
an accuses t

improving ties with India
and New Delhi has recipro-

Last year, India hosted
the Taliban Foreign Minis-
ter, Amir Khan Muttaqi.
Likae Sautt o Tamson:

a lead
thelr diplomatic mission in
Delhi Though India has

ngagement
hi and Kabul is decpening.

says such artacks violate Af- This, too, has complicat-
nistan’s  sovereignty  ed Pakistan's strategic cal-
and has war} a-  culations. On Friday, Mr.
don, acycde  Asif, Defence Mi-
of violence. pister, said the Tallban Ead
become a “proxy for

The India factor
The third challenge Pakis-
tan faces is the Taliban's

New Delhi
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ban when the group was in
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India~.
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Taliban in the hope of se-
curing strategic depth. In-
s(ezd it now finds itself

with ‘Taliban
e hinies ks poses se.
curity, cross-bor
Eoopaiicical challenges 1o
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How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‘open war’

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

“Our patience has run
out”, Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
wrote in a social media
post on Friday. “Now it is
open war between us and
you” Mr. Asif’s remarks
came after Pakistan car-
ried out air strikes on Ka-
bul and Kandahar, Afghan-
istan’s two largest cities,
and Paktia, a border pro-
vince. The strikes were
launched hours after Af-
ghan troops attacked Pa-
kistani border posts. Those
attacks, in turn, followed
earlier Pakistani strikes
this week, which Islama-
bad claimed were carried
out in retaliation for recent
terror attacks inside its
territory.

These incidents, along
with the allegations and

M
K

counter-allegations, under-
score the increasingly com-
bustible nature of relations
between Islamabad and
Kabul. Until a few years
ago, Pakistan and the Af-
ghan Taliban were close al-
lies. The Taliban’s top lea-
dership was based in
Pakistan’s Quetta while it
fought U.S. troops and the
previous Afghan govern-
ment. But four years after
the Taliban captured Kabul
and established its Islamic
Emirate, the former allies
have become bitter adver-
saries. What went wrong
between the two?

When the Taliban were
an insurgent movement,
they relied on Pakistan’s
support to sustain their
fight against U.S. forces in
Afghanistan. Pakistan, wa-
ry of India’s growing in-
fluence in Afghanistan,
viewed the Taliban, a long-
time ally, as a vehicle for
extending its influence in

the neighbourhood. Pakis-
tan believed the Taliban’s
return to power would res-
tore its “strategic depth” in
South-Central Asia. But the
Taliban’s rise reshaped re-
gional dynamics, defying
Pakistan’s calculations. Is-
lamabad-Rawalpindi soon
found itself confronting
three distinct challenges.

Border clashes

The first is the Durand
Line, the 2,640-km border
established between Brit-
ish India and Afghanistan
in 1893 and inherited by
Pakistan.

No Afghan government
since the collapse of the
monarchy in 1973 has ac-
cepted the line, which cuts
through the tribal hear-
tland of the region. The Ta-
liban, too, have refused to
recognise the boundary
drawn by Mortimer Du-
rand, a British diplomat,
and Abdur Rahman Khan,

Vehicles at a crossing along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border in
Balochistan, on Friday . REUTERS

the Emir of Afghanistan.
The border dispute was
not an issue between the
Taliban and Pakistan when
the former was an insur-
gency. But when the Tali-
ban became the state, the
long-standing inter-state
dispute between Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan moved to
the centre of bilateral rela-
tions. If Pakistan expected
the Taliban to behave as a

client partner, it miscalcu-
lated. The Taliban sought
to assert their autonomy,
leading to growing ten-
sions.

The other Taliban

The second is the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
also known as the Pakista-
ni Taliban. The TTP and
the Afghan Taliban are or-
ganisationally different but

ideologically aligned. The
Afghan Taliban wanted to
expel U.S. troops from Af-
ghanistan, defeat the Is-
lamic Republic’s security
forces, and turn the coun-
try into an Islamic Emirate.
They achieved their objec-
tives in August 2021. The
TTP, for its part, aims to re-
plicate the Afghan Tali-
ban’s success, at least in
Pakistan’s tribal regions.
While the Pakistani mili-
tary supported the Afghan
Taliban, it has long viewed
the TTP as a serious secur-
ity threat. The Afghan Tali-
ban’s return to power in
2021 inevitably streng-
thened the TTP. Initially,
the Afghan Taliban bro-
kered a truce between the
Pakistani military and the
TTP, but the ceasefire col-
lapsed in 2022 and hostili-
ties resumed. In the years
since, the security situa-
tion in Pakistan’s border
regions has deteriorated

ece

sharply, with attacks oc-
curring almost daily.

According to the Pak In-
stitute for Peace Studies, at
least 400 people, most of
them security personnel,
were killed in TTP attacks
across Pakistan last year.
Pakistan accuses the Af-
ghan Taliban of harbour-
ing the TTP. Islamabad
says it will carry out strikes
inside Afghanistan target-
ing TTP camps. But Kabul
says such attacks violate Af-
ghanistan’s  sovereignty
and has warned of retalia-
tion, perpetuating a cycle
of violence.

The India factor

The third challenge Pakis-
tan faces is the Taliban’s
warming ties with India.
New Delhi had highly
strained ties with the Tali-
ban when the group was in
power in the late 1990s.
But the Taliban 2.0 have
shown greater flexibility in

improving ties with India
and New Delhi has recipro-
cated.

Last year, India hosted
the Taliban Foreign Minis-
ter, Amir Khan Muttagqi.
Last month, the Taliban
appointed an envoy to lead
their diplomatic mission in
Delhi. Though India has
not formally recognised
the Taliban, it is clear that
engagement between Del-
hi and Kabul is deepening.

This, too, has complicat-
ed Pakistan’s strategic cal-
culations. On Friday, Mr.
Asif, Pakistan’s Defence Mi-
nister, said the Taliban had
become a “proxy for
India”.

Pakistan supported the
Taliban in the hope of se-
curing strategic depth. In-
stead, it now finds itself
dealing with a Taliban
which it thinks poses se-
curity, cross-border and
geopolitical challenges to
Islamabad.

AINX



HOW PAKISTAN AND TALIBAN
AFGHAN MILITARIES STACK UP?

On paper, there is a wide mismatch . AIRSTIKES IN Kabul
between the military capabilities | MAJOR AFGHAN

22 DEF TARGETS HIT IN 3 AF PROVINCES

. . Y ®6 Our patience /| > Pak forces hit 22
e has run out... defence targets in
Ehe Afghan Talibar armee orces Now it will be Kabul, Kandahar, and
meanwhile, is declining P‘ A K s T“ A N ‘dan‘a dam mast Paktia pr0VinceS
NO. OF ACTIVE PERSONNEL .
paisan " aghan qalandar’. Pak > Islamabad says it
S o army didn’t come is responding to
7000in the * s fromacrossthe |7 & /¢ . | militant attacks from
b= ‘| |seas.Weareyour| & @ | Af territory. Taliban
oeam BN ,‘ ¢| | neighbours; we | denies its soil is being
? | | |knowyourins |G |~ %24 used against Pak
i g and outs A Talimnl SOldiﬁr LU > Pak says 274 Taliban
FIGHTING VEHICLES _Aghan_l foes_ possess armoured fighting vehicles; —Khawala ASIf B TOCAEh aiIChes reglme me'!‘bers_ and
AND ARTILLERY mcludmgISowe_t-era n&amtbattle tanks, grmoutred PAK DEF MINISTER JiilsG1g Torkham border 12 Pak soldlers kllled,
personnel carriers and autonomous underwater - : : 3 2
5000 oo h ST e M I @@ Our hand can reach their collar.  [IIERET VP B
fighting vehicles of artillery at least three different types, is similarly not known Any ma"cious act by Pak wi" be pak so'diers an d 1 3 of
ARFORCE TR answered in Islamabad  -Taliban govt W10l B (1o LT

Pak’s fleet Helicopters that include
of combat * multi-role, attack and
aircraft transport choppers
Afghanistan has no fighter jets and
no real air force to speak of. It is known to
possess at least six aircraft - some of them
dating back again to the Soviet era - and 23

helicopters, although it is not possible to assess
1 how many are in flying condition

NUCLEAR ARSENAL | While Pakistan is a nuclear-armed country and has 170 warheads,
Afghanistan does not have a nuclear arsenal

Source: Reuters



& Background: From Allies to Adversaries | gs&¥fd: Igaitit & fadeit
e Pakistan historically supported the Afghan Taliban during the U.S. war in Afghanistan (2001-2021).
Uifdsza™ 7 2001-2021 & 3BIH g &b GRIF JBTH dlfcid= bl JHA fdsa
e Taliban leadership operated from Pakistan’s Quetta and tribal regions.
Afee Adcd UTfddTa & ddel 3R BaRIt &A1 3 JdTfad gldaT 2|
o After the Taliban's return to power in Kabul (2021), relations began deteriorating.

2021 A BIgd A difeid= o1 argdt & 91g dder famea @

& Immediate Trigger | dichIfeics BRUT
o Pakistan conducted airstrikes in Afghan cities like Kabul and Kandahar targeting alleged militants.
Ulfdh3aT A BIgA 3R HER | wfeld Adfdsal iR gars gHa (bl
o Afghan forces retaliated with attacks along the border.

B el A TTHT IR STa16t gHat fbU|

e Pakistan claims strikes were retaliation for terror attacks by Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

UIfhadT T STdT & fb gHat TTP &Y 3iTddh! Tfdfaferi & stard # &




&l Key Structural Issues [ T3 TXIAIHD He

(A) Durand Line Dispute

e The 2,640-km border known as the Durand Line Agreement separates Pakistan and Afghanistan.

2,640 fasHt Wit Ses 3@ FHEdT (1893) UIfdswd 3R ABARAT b T bt &
» No Afghan government has formally accepted it as an international border.
et Wl 3BT IRBR A 7 3tuaiRes U T ARSI FHAT 981 AT

e Taliban also refuse to recognise the border fully.

difeigT Wl g8 guid: bR &l Bd|

(B) Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
e TTP operates in Pakistan's tribal areas and seeks to overthrow the Pakistani state.
TTP UlfdszdE & HaIelt A1 § Tfohd & 3R uTfdsdrt A5 &l FAKdt ar el
o Pakistan accuses Afghan Taliban of sheltering TTP militants.
I &1 3R & {6 3BT drfeidrE TTP &Y 2R0T 3 &

» Afghan Taliban deny the allegation and warn against violation of sovereignty.

B dlfeidT 3RGT A SR B4 & 3R JPAT Ieoie bl ddrd-t ad &



(C) Strategic Depth Miscalculation
» Pakistan expected a friendly regime in Kabul for “strategic depth”.
T3 Bl BIge A 0THddb T8’ 8q AF TRBR &1 3rdar ot
e Taliban prioritised autonomy and independent foreign policy.

AlfeaTE 3 WR—AdT 3R a7 facer ifa &) urafiddr ¢t

& Security Dynamics [ &1 uRgea
o Border clashes increasing in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa regions.
SeferT 3R R TEgrEa 7 A grsd 9|
« Pakistan reports hundreds of security personnel killed in TTP attacks.
UIfds3dT & AR ddssl JRETHHT TTP gHeil § AR TG
* Risk of escalation into prolonged low-intensity conflict.

eI fAr-diddr Jay T WdrT|

& The India Factor | IRd BR&b
e Taliban warming ties with India, including diplomatic engagement in Delhi.
AferaT MIRd & A1 PeAlfdd Jud de13e &l
« Pakistan views this as strategic concern.

ifdszdT g 0THIfdep fdr & $9 7 S&dr 21

« India has not formally recognised Taliban but maintains engagement.

WRA A 3ftuaRes Ar=rar 78l €, R Iudb 9918 [ 8




L Geopolitical Implications [ {-31sTlfdd TiTa
« Instability in Af-Pak region impacts Central Asia connectivity projects.
B-UTh fRRAT HEA TR dAfaeiae! URATSAT BT yWIfdd Bt &
e China (CPEC) and U.S. security interests affected.
A (CPEC) 3R 3mRasT & IR fga wifad|
e Spillover risk for South Asia security architecture.
af&ror TferT bl JR&M AT IR YHId |

& Exam-Oriented Analysis [ G3t&iT 37 faeawor
e Example of state vs non-state actor dynamics evolving into inter-state tension.
R-I5T AT & RIS a1 | IRadH BT 3807
e Shows limits of proxy warfare strategy.
iRt g 0TI bl FHTS |
e Highlights importance of sovereignty and border legitimacy.

TONAT T AT dIdT BT HE |



Consider the following statements:

1. The Durand Line was established in 1893 between British India and Afghanistan.

2. Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) aims to overthrow the Afghan government.

3. No Afghan government has formally recognised the Durand Line as an international border.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 only
C.1,2and 3
D. 1only
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More young Indians have
embraced generative Al
than the global average.
Will India’s techno-optimism
pay off in the long run? Where does the
India-U.S. trade deal
stand?

Jammu & Kashmir
scales the summit
in Ranji Trophy

Centre suspends rice
fortification scheme;
MAGAZINED PAGE 1 activists welcome move

NEWS » PAGE 5 FAQ » PAGE 10

U.S., Israel launch strikes on Iran; Tehran retaliates

Tehran retaliates with drone attacks on Israel, U.S. air

SPORT » PAGE 15

Many signs indicating Khamenei ‘is no longer’, says Trump urges Iranian citizens to seize control during

bases in West Asia; Strait of Hormuz shut, says IRGC

Associated Press
Eeuters

he U.S. and Israel

region.
ome of the first strikes
on Iran appeared to hl:
areas around the offices
Supreme Leader A)'alulhh

that there were many signs
Mr. Khamenel

tacks, three sources told
Reuwters
In a video announcing
bat

{g take. This will be proba-
bly your only chance
generations™

Mr. Netanyahu echoed
that goal, saying, “Our joint
Ccreate the

Smoke could be seen
rising from the capital as
part of strikes that franian
media sald occurred na-

tonwide.
Israeli Prime Minister
umin Netanyahu said

wi
conditions for the brave
Iranian people to take their
fate into their own hands™.
Iran responded to the
strikes by launching mis-
siles and drones targeting
Israel and strikes targeting

Smake billows from a site during air strikes by srael and the U.S.

Us. military installations
Bahrain, Kuwait and Qa-

tar.

‘Defend the homeland”
“The time has come to de-
fend the homeland and
confront the enemy’s mili-
tary assault.” Iran’s Foreign
Amistry said on X.

The Iranian Red Cres-
cent reponed on Saturday
at least 201 pe-

ople were Killed and 547
wounded in strikes by the
U.S. and Israel against lran.
Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards radioed ships
say the Strait of Hormuz, a
strategic waterway, was

Israeli PM Netanyahu after ‘strikes near his offices”

Tehean on Saturday. s

shut, according to the EU's
naval mission.

months that the Trump ad-
ministration has used mili-
tary force against the Is-

the escalation, says ‘your only chance for generations’

Flights cancelled
or rerouted

NEW DELHE
Large swathes of alrspace over
became a no-go
zone forcing globat 2nd Indian
airfines to cancel fights to the.

unti March 2 for all afines to
auoid 11 countries, including
tran, iraq. israel, Jordan and
Lebanon. » PAGE

tamic Republic. The targers
nchud, members  of
iran's leadership, sccord-
ing to a U.S. official and
another person briefed on
the attacks who spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss  an  ongoing
operation.
Democrats decried that

Mr. Trump had taken ac-

tion without lonal
thoris:

keem

House

person, stace media
militay

though iran is a “bad ac-
tor,” the President must
Tome e ek At
sation for the pre-emptive
use of military force that
constitutes an act of war.”

School atta,
At least 85 people were re-
portedly killed at a girls’
school in southern [ran in
the Israeli-US. strikes, and

Shrapnel from an franian
le attack on the capi-
tal of the UAE kil one

ump's statement
llmed grievances beyond

ear programme,
szreu;hmg back to the be-
ginning of the Islamic Re-
public following a revolu-
ton in 1979 that turned
iran from an American ally
in West Asia into a fierce
foe.

The U.S. President sald
he was aiming to “annihi-
late~ the
destroy
supported by Tehran.
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8.09% after SIR

KOLKATA
After months of special

rumber of el
Bengal stood at 7.04 crore on
Saturday, marking an 8.09%

20 burnt alive in A.P. firecracker unit
blast 20 lakh ex gratia announced

All that remains: Debris lies in the aftermath of the blast 3t Vetlakpalem in Kakinada district, Andhra Pradesh on Saturday. #71

A Naidu

report
into the crash that claimed the
Ufe of former Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar and four athers last
month.n PAGE 3

Bhupender ¥adav. » PAGE S
cm
x

Twenty workers, including
nine women, were burnt
alive and nine are battling
for their lives with severe
burns in a blast at the Sri
Surya Firecrackers com-

Kaki
bra Pradesh on Sawrday

Two Of the injured are
reported to be out of dan-
ger. All the deceased and

belong to near-

The explosion occurred
around 230 p.m. when 3t
workers were present at
the unit.

Nineteen workers who
had attended the morning
shift_had left during the
lunch break. Four fre-
cracker units located with-
in remises were
gutted after piles of fire-
cracker stock and explo-
she maleﬂa.l went up in

 Preliminary report sug-
the blast occurred in

the main manufacturing
unit when a group of work-
ers had just resumed work
after the lunch break.
Tourism Minister Kan-
dula Dun who rushed

-
when the explosion hap-

pene

Aner inspecting the site
and- consoling the family
members of the victims 3t
the

Labour
rict
Sar

Officer and the Dis-
Fire Officer on

Nine injured persons
are undergoing treatment
at the Kakinada Govern-
ment General Hospital.

an official release,
District Collector S. Shan
Mohan identified the nine

Nukella Devi,
Raghavamma, and Makara

Gioer:
munity Health Centre, the
Chief Minister said.

stored a b an
losives after recelving
o 3
has been ordered o Ascer.
tain the quantity of explo-
sives stored in the uni

Officials suspended
Mr. Naidu has suspended
Peddapuram Revenue Divi-
sional _Officer, Peddapu-
ram Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, District

rim scenes
Ten of the deceased were
residents of Vetlapalem vil-
lage.
A few workers who sus-
tained serious burns and
jumped into an adjacent ir-
channel died of in-
Surtes before they could be
rescued. Some bodies
were found scattered in
the surrounding paddy
fields due to the impact of
the b
bodies have been
shifvea to the Community

#Health Centre in Peddapu-

from the blast site, r.he ca-
nal, and the felds.

True justice lies in being
able to rise above factional
debates, says Kapil Sibal

NEW DELEI

The true dispensation of
Justice lies in a purposive
interpretation of the Con-
stimtion. atuned to the
needs of soclety, senios

vocate Kapﬂ Sloal ot o
justice Unplugged: Shap-

n with N. Ram,
rector, The Hindu Group yor
Publications.

~Constitutional morality
chtimately A8 jomics skl

out fear or True
Justice lies in e ability to
rise abowve factional de-
bates and interpret the

ar-
rived within an ho
ng to rve De-
officials, the
might have been
caused by the storage of a
large quantity of explosive
material in a small, con-
fined space. The police and
the Fire De; pan!nen! offi-
clals are investiga
-n-e pmprlemr of the
t. Adabala Veerababu, a
atiee  of vetlapalem vil-
lage,

a manner
b serves the Larger com-
e

preme and functions as a
bulwark against social and

pollce R Pt
manhunt to trace him.

Mr.
nounced 220 lakh ex gratia
to the families of the 20
workers. This, apart from
22 lakh, will be given by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from his PM Relief
Fund.

“In India, the Constitu-
tion. and not Parliament. is

(e ;G Founde
nd Chancellor of VIT: Alshishek Singhe. senioe sdvocate and chiet

guest; N . Ram, Director of The Mindu Group,

G Setvam,

Vice-President, VIT, and Suresh Nambath, Editor, during The Findu
Justice Unplugged 2026 in New Delhi on Saturday. Ay, WOORTIY

Institute of Technolo

and said that lawyers ren-

der an essential service to

soclety. He, s, un-

derlined the pressing need

for institutional reforms to
mounti

cial bas

“India has the highest
number of pending cases.
As of January 2026, the to-
tal number of pending cas-
es at all levels in India 1s 5.4
crore,” he said.

Wide-ranging topics
The conclave brought to-
r senior advocates

and scholars for wide-rang-
ing conversations on the
the

Hindu, said it was becom-

Prucmlone') and
demics also dgwlbed Al
as a powerful aid but one
that requires rigorous hu-

preme
Court, Neha Rathi said Al is
“already acting as a great,
efficient tool™ in legal prac-
tice. From arising
1 y briefs to assisting

supreme...
e votes of

o people across genera-
tons”, he

At the inaugural session
of the conclave, G. Vishwa,

and
Chancellor of the Vellore

S. Muralidhar, senior ad-

vocate and former Chief

Justice of the Odisha High
Court, in a discussion with
le-

gent martters, Bs.
noted.

ruLL

gal The




U.S., Israel launch strikes on Iran; Tehran retaliates

Tehran retaliates with drone attacks on Israel, U.S. air
bases in West Asia; Strait of Hormuz shut, says IRGC

Associated Press
Reuters
DUBAI

he U.S. and Israel
Tlaunched a major
attack on Iran on

Saturday, and U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump called
upon the Iranian public to
“seize control of your des-
tiny” by rising up against
the Islamic leadership that
has ruled the West Asian
nation since 1979.

Iran retaliated by firing
missiles and drones to-
ward Israel and U.S. mili-
tary bases in the region.

Some of the first strikes
on Iran appeared to hit
areas around the offices of
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

Smoke could be seen
rising from the capital as
part of strikes that Iranian
media said occurred na-
tionwide.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said

that there were many signs
indicating Mr. Khamenei
“is no longer”, without ex-
plicitly confirming his
death.

Iran’s Defence Minister
Amir Nasirzadeh and Revo-
lutionary Guards comman-
der Mohammed Pakpour
were killed in Israeli at-
tacks, three sources told
Reuters.

In a video announcing
the “major combat opera-
tions”, Mr. Trump told Ira-
nians that “when we are
finished, take over your go-
vernment. It will be yours
to take. This will be proba-
bly your only chance for
generations”.

Mr. Netanyahu echoed
that goal, saying, “Our joint
operation will create the
conditions for the brave
Iranian people to take their
fate into their own hands”.

Iran responded to the
strikes by launching mis-
siles and drones targeting
Israel and strikes targeting

Many signs indicating Khamenei ‘is no longer’, says
Israeli PM Netanyahu after ‘strikes near his offices’

Smoke billows from a site during air strikes by Israel and the U.S., in Tehran on Saturday. ANI

U.S. military installations
in Bahrain, Kuwait and Qa-
tar.

‘Defend the homeland’
“The time has come to de-
fend the homeland and
confront the enemy’s mili-
tary assault,” Iran’s Foreign
Ministry said on X.

The Iranian Red Cres-
cent reported on Saturday
evening that at least 201 pe-
ople were killed and 747
wounded in strikes by the
U.S. and Israel against Iran.

Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards radioed ships to
say the Strait of Hormuz, a
strategic waterway, was

shut, according to the EU’s
naval mission.

The strikes during Ram-
zan opened a stunning
new chapter in U.S. inter-
vention in Iran and marked
the second time in eight
months that the Trump ad-
ministration has used mili-
tary force against the Is-

Trump urges Iranian citizens to seize control during
the escalation, says ‘your only chance for generations’

Flights cancelled
or rerouted

NEW DELHI

Large swathes of airspace over
West Asia became a no-go
zone forcing global and Indian
airlines to cancel flights to the
region and reroute several
others on Saturday. India’s
aviation safety regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has issued an
urgent safety advisory valid
until March 2 for all airlines to
avoid 11 countries, including
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan and
Lebanon. » PAGE 4

lamic Republic. The targets
included members of
Iran’s leadership, accord-
ing to a U.S. official and
another person briefed on
the attacks who spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss an  ongoing
operation.

Democrats decried that

Mr. Trump had taken ac-
tion without congressional
authorisation. Rep. Ha-
keem Jeffries, the top
House Democrat, said that
though Iran is a “bad ac-
tor,” the President must
nonetheless “seek authori-
sation for the pre-emptive
use of military force that
constitutes an act of war.”

School attacked

At least 85 people were re-
portedly killed at a girls’
school in southern Iran in
the Israeli-U.S. strikes, and
dozens of others were
wounded, according to
Iran’s state-run IRNA news
agency.

In an indication of the
scope of the conflict, flights
across West Asia were dis-
rupted and air defence fire
thudded over Dubai, the
commercial capital of the
United Arab Emirates.
Shrapnel from an Iranian
missile attack on the capi-
tal of the UAE killed one

person, state media said.
The U.S. military has for
weeks amassed forces in
theregion, even as U.S. and
Iranian envoys held talks in
Switzerland and Oman
aimed at finding a diplo-
matic solution. Israel said
the operation has been
planned for months with
the U.S.

Mr. Trump’s statement
listed grievances beyond
the nuclear programme,
stretching back to the be-
ginning of the Islamic Re-
public following a revolu-
tion in 1979 that turned
Iran from an American ally
in West Asia into a fierce
foe.

The U.S. President said
he was aiming to “annihi-
late” the Iranian Navy and
destroy regional proxies
supported by Tehran.

‘WAR OF SURVIVAL’

» PAGE 11
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» PAGE 4 & 14



The strike and retaliation

The United States and Israel carried out a joint attack on Iran. Tehran responded with

retaliatory strikes on U.S. assets and bases in neighbouring countries*
s ,

38 o —

¥

- A @ U.S./Israeli strikes
I i w0 7 1 |@ U.S. bases hosting aircraft
Z B A T o & Other U.S. bases | outposts
TURKIVE -~ X3 i |
‘MediterraneanSea =~ % |

A

-

Karaj @9 Tehran
® ® Qom 100 km

’
# -
;‘ ﬂ:@

frae

Kermanshah 60 miles

IRAQ @ Isfahan

KUWAIT IRAN

2 Strait of
Hormuz

Muwaffaq Salti
Air Base, Jordan

5th Fleet,
Bahrain

(k)
Al Udeid Aij
|
:::BI:A Base, Qatar

Iran launched retaliatory strikes against
Israel, and U.S. bases in the UAE, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Jordan

| Y &

Sources: BBC, Reuters © GRAPHIC NEWS




1. Immediate Trigger / dicbIfcies BRUT

U.S. and Israel launched coordinated air strikes on major Iranian targets including areas near Tehran.

3AReT 3R SIRISH A AL F IR Afad &R & T fopH R T gaTE 89 BTl
e |ran retaliated with drones and missiles targeting Israel and U.S. bases in West Asia.
TE A 3 g fAAga! & ssRIsA 3R ufeaw wferm A 3mf¥eh fEwmml R STaret grar fasarl
e |ranian Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) claimed closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

I Raleg 2@t MEA (IRGC) A BT STASHEBHEY i §¢ B Bl gIdT T

2. Key Developments [ YHZI HCATShH

(A) Political Statements [ I5THIfdd g
U.S. President urged Iranian citizens to “seize control,” criticizing the Islamic leadership.

AR IsgUfd A S ST J “fAAACT 31U~ §1 | A" BT A (a1 3R SIATH Agcd Bl 3ol ot
e |sraeli PM stated signs indicate weakening of Iran’s Supreme Leader's authority.

SIRTS! TEITAHAT A el fb 39 & Jdfed AdT &6t TdT BHSIR U4 &b Fdbd gl



(B) Military Escalation | =1 d=1a
Iranian Defence Minister and senior IRGC commanders reportedly killed in strikes.

EH B S & 81T HAt T IRGC & afiss BHiS bl Ald b TeR |

e Iran targeted U.S. military installations in Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar.

M A 9&31, Tdd 3R BaR B 3R A= ST ot fAemar g4mm|

(C) Civilian Impact [ ATR® WTa
e 200+ casualties reported in Iran.
A ® 200 A 31felds @1 & gdTed &1 df TR

e School attacked in southern Iran; several civilians killed.

gferolt $3F H Ut Tl UR AT, B ANTRG! il Hid|

(D) Aviation & Global Impact | faa = g dfeaw vima
o Airspace across West Asia restricted; flights cancelled or rerouted.
ufedn gfern A gars &7 ufddfeid; 3sM € a1 7nf 9@ |
e India's DGCA issued advisory for airlines.

HRd &% DGCA A TIRATSA) & faw urmef 53t fasa|



1979 Iranian Revolution
« Overthrow of Shah; establishment of Islamic Republic under Ayatollah Khomeini.

1979 H 2MME BT Ud; 3ITgeet] GHAT & Agcd | SIATH! TURTSY Bl TTIATI
» Beginning of U.S.—Iran hostility.
TET & IMRBI-$I FaT B B3|

Iran—Israel Proxy Conflict
» Iran supports Hezbollah (Lebanon), Hamas (Gaza), Houthis (Yemen).

I fEsgeoiTg, AN 3R gdl fagifgal &1 aHefd T=ar g1
» Israel conducts periodic strikes on Iranian assets in Syria.

RIS FIRAT A $3AT fShMT UR AHI-THT UR gHAT bdT 2l

4. Geographical Importance / ¥itnifeies Hgca

Strait of Hormuz
e Connects Persian Gulf to Arabian Sea.

RY I WIet B 3R TR F FEdT 2
* Around 20% of global oil trade passes through it.
farea & I 20% A RTUR T HIT T &

» Closure can spike global oil prices.

dg 81 R dfeads dw diFal | a1 gfig Iva|



5. Economic Impact / 311fefes yma
e Surge in crude oil prices likely.
& dc DI BIHdl A 3BT JITfad |
¢ Stock market volatility in Asia and Europe.
Tl g AT & SRR IR A 7R
» Shipping insurance and freight costs increase.

TG AT 3R ATt AT ® gl

6. Political & Diplomatic Angle [ I=Tifdd T FHetfdd Uga]
+ U.S. action without explicit Congressional approval raises constitutional debate.
IR BRATS &1 TUee JASR 3T &, JdenfAd g8
¢ UN Security Council emergency consultations possible.
YT I &I UREG bl HTITd S5 FvTfad|
» Regional actors like Saudi Arabia, UAE, Turkey affected.

TAHat 3RE, UAE, qabl o1 851 Gor oMTfad |

7. Strategic Analysis for Exams [ G31&iT aq faeasor
o Example of direct state-to-state escalation, not just proxy warfare.
Ig dbadl UiaHl gg el dfcch T8l Aeg-T-ISE THId BT IGEIT|
* Implications for global energy security.

Afedes a1t JREM R TR T |

¢ Test case for international law on pre-emptive strikes.

U4 -31ehHUT (Pre-emptive strike) & 3dRTSHT BT bl UA&MT



3. Nuclear Dimension [ URHTYT 3{TITH
e 2015: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) signed between Iran and P5+1.

2015 H g3M 3R P5+1 & & JCPOA IHEdT!
e 2018: U.S. withdrew from the deal under Donald Trump.
2018 ® 31AfRRpT A IHEId A d1E? fAdbaia oY ENSUT 6l

e [ran gradually enriched uranium beyond permitted limits.

M A 3Hd JHT A 31fefes AT Faedq o fha

4. Geostrategic Importance / &-WIT—I'TﬁiBHEEI
e Strait of Hormuz: Critical oil chokepoint (~20% global oil passes).
gl STsH™AEY: fded dd @TIR BT ~20% AT
e Levant region (Syria, Lebanon) acts as key proxy battlefield.
daid & (S, A9) gEa vt 4g 84|
e Gulf monarchies (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar) caught in balance.

HTST 38l (THa! 3Rd, UAE, BaR) Tqer ITerA ot RRaafd A




5. Timeline Highlights | 03 7% fdq
e 1979: Iranian Revolution.
1979: -1 hifd|
e 2006: Israel-Hezbollah War in Lebanon.
2006: \gAT H goRIgA-gsgovlg Ig !

e 2011 onward: Syrian civil war intensifies proxy involvement.
2011 & d1¢;: HIRATE Teg g A Uit 8Xd8IT dal|

e 2015: JCPOA signed.
2015: URHTO] JHSAT|

e 2018: U.S. exit from JCPOA.
2018: 3AR®T A 3 9IER|

e 2023-25: Direct missile exchanges and regional escalation.

2023-25: YI& fAATse el T =1 g faar|




Statement-Based MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1. The Strait of Hormuz connects the Red Sea with the Mediterranean Sea.

2. Around one-fifth of global oil trade passes through the Strait of Hormuz.

3. The 1979 Iranian Revolution led to the establishment of an Islamic Republic.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1only

B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 2 only
D.1,2and 3
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Education is not the final
oflife: V-P at DU convocation

Aore than 1.2 lakh students were given degrees at
e 102nd convocation. where

in shaping lndias develapmont
Fosid I Ylian vt and e globally
competitive. “Degrees are merely cenl.ﬁcm bt
rrue education is reflected in human

character, and responsibility.” Mr.
Radhakrishnan sald during his address. The Vice-
president added that wan vt the fnal

stage of life but P i proce:
i hasison tha scquiring keawledge s an
ONEOnE pur:

One killed, 5 injured after
fall from building in Mumbai

A S5pear-old labourer was killed, and five were
injured on Saturday after they fell from an
under-construction bullding in the Subhash
of suburban Chembur, a Fire Brigade

al saidl. The deceased has been identified as
Hamall, and the inhured indhiduals as
Gunadhar Ral .22, who s critical, Usral, 30,
Ramesh Ral, 25, vijay 35, and Sandip, Z7. They
have bee o the civic-run Rajewadi
Hospizal, the ofcial added.

Arms, 46 lakh in cash seized

Chha h police

A Maodst dump of arms, ammunition and t46

red
fhorocgh scniii the arca, fe potice fL—
500, a cache of arms anc

o, & huge quantity of Naxalite material
and literature from different places durnpexd by
* the officer told The
indu. Among the weapons purportedly
loading gun, BGL shells,

s

‘Hidden camera’ found in
TISS girls” hostel bathroom

pmbe was iniristed after a “hidden camera’ was
und in a bashroom of the girks’ hostel of the

sakd the Incldent was & “sericus privacy vielation,
and is o X

Nine Botswana cheetahs

Centre suspends rice
fortification scheme;
activists back move

released into Kuno park

India’s total cheetah ulation towches 48 this is the third batch of big cats to be brought from

‘Africa as part of a reintroduction programmes 21 of these animals had died at the national park

Zone up o 48, Of them, 28
are mdian-born cubs and
20 are ad

Waw abods. Chestans from Botswana being ralaased inthe pressnce af nian Mirstar Shupender

Yaday and fors:

nar. ¥adav sald that this
was the third barch of
chsetahs o arrive from an.
miation
fll-s( ‘batch of elght big cats
om Namibia in Septem-
and another 12
o Soh Attt per
2023. “We have
had many challenges in
this project such as their
Immunity and survival and
helping them adaps to the
at. But our for-
thee Wildlife In-
stiture of india (WID, our

peclally locals from nearby

areas around Kuno by be-
coming ‘cheetah mitra’
worked 10 preserve chee-
tahs in this reglon.” the Un-

roupa
Botswana in

OAF} I the Gumlior Alr

re fusther

o ta the KNP on Twe
TAF helicopters.

Kuno field director and

Project Cheetah director

Uttam Kumar Sharma told
The Hindu that the chee-
hs will undergo a manda-
rory guarantine for mini-
mum  one month in.

ne bomas or spe-
e i e bt

Continuous monitoring
“Tracking collars mu
put around their

and how they are adapting
to local conditions,” Mr.
Sharma sad.

Since the beginning of

Hisrwa Meational Park in Sheopur on Saturday. @Evapsmms:

the ambitions programme,
21 cheetahs — nine ransko-
cated adults and L2 Indian-
born cubs — had died ar

NEW DELHI

Axthe | nion Sood Lirisry
d

tion under the Pradhan
ri Garibh Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) and ath-

tive mechanism for deliv-
ery of nutrients to beneficl-
arles s the

Aciivisis say rice fortification s
not a sclenific method (o cars
anaemia, REUTERS

1y influence their stability
and shelf lfe. They are sis-
ceptible to micronutrient
reduction_and shortening
of shelf Hfe during pro-

added. The government
maintasined thar the deci-
sion does not entail any re-

duction in foodgrain entit-
ents and will not affect
¢ the pu-

Food Ministry said. citing 2
study by the IT, Kharagpur
10 assess the shelflife of for-
tified rice kernels and fort-

bl distriburio
Social activiat umm
said rice fo

tive selution,” she said,

Bihar police roll out
extensive security
plan ahead of Holi

PATNA

Ahead of Holi, the Bihar

have implemented a

ken agalnst troublemakers,
maotorbike

r "
was discovered. “We are reviewing internal
security protocols to ensure this does not happen
again. We are also providing support services for
the affected students and are cooperating with
the police,” a TISS spokespersen sald.

They said a police complaint was fled
after the hidden

those involved in
racing, or anyone attempt-
g to elisrupe peace during
the celebratinns

Asserting that hooligan-
isen would not be tolerated,
Director-General of Police

Vinay Kumar on Sa-
lunday asked all the Supe-
rintendents of Police
to take stric
maintain law and order
during the festival. He in-
structed all police stations
to identify sensitive areas
and maintain extra

‘Contral

rooms  have

affic
ed 1o submir situation re-
ports every two hours, KMr.
Kumar said, adding that
any incident must be im-
medistely reported to the
DGP control room. An or-
er

be treated lightly, and spe-
wial attention should be gi-
wen to conflicts between
different communities.

Array of festivals to celebrate tribal
arts, music, culture and commerce

The Tribal Affairs Ministry

on Saturday announced a

slane of evenits 1o be held in
in the

g i
rure and commerce. They
include 3 tribes art fest, the
Living Roots Music Festiv-
al, and the Bharat Tribes
Fest, 2006,

“By bringing ©

art, masic, emerprlse de-
velopment and strategic
collaboration wirhin one
coordinat amework,
the Minisiry seeks to en-
sure that tribal on\'mlnum-
ties are

cubturs

programmes reaf-
the Centre's commir
ment to safeguarding wibal
sdentity, strengthening 1

Cipants in India’s cultural
and economic transforma-
tion,” Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Jual Oram said ara
press conference.

He unveiled the logos
for the festivals, noting that

mar-
ket access and positioning
eribal heritage at the centre
of India’s inclusive growth
marrat

The Tribes Art Fest will
be held at the Travancore
Palace art gallery in New

£ The: verit aims at positicring tribal herfage at
the centre of india’s inchasive grawth namatene, o. k. A0

Delhi from March 2 to 13,

the count: This event will
lude “curated walk-
throughs, live painting de-

monstr
talks, memtorship work-

shops, participatory ses-
sions, and panel discus-
said.

March 18 to

The fiest will feature a
Tribal Business Conclave,

grate tribal - enterprises
into domestic and global
value chains™.
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On this Rare Diseases Day, unspent budget
and untreated patients remain a concern

CHENNAL

Nayan w

povern:
Iy 225 ek Fram the Prime
Minister's_Office. Thar is
less than half the amount
we need to help Nayan live

hanks e financi
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A3 the cricket team of Jam
mu a
maiden Ranj

. accom advis-
er to the Chief Minister Na-
sir Aslam and Zadibal
Tanvir Sadiq, MLA, were
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o defear Karnataka.
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care, back

I Gover-
nor Mancj Sinha said he
nion

square one. Eight patients
have already died while
walting for treatment sup-
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Nine Botswana cheetahs
released into Kuno park

India’s total cheetah population touches 48; this is the third batch of big cats to be brought from

Africa as part of a reintroduction programme; 21 of these animals had died at the national park

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

n a major boost to In-
l dia’s cheetah reintro-

duction programme,
nine cheetahs, translocat-
ed from Botswana, were
released into their enclo-
sures at the Kuno National
Park (KNP) in Madhya Pra-
desh on Saturday by Union
Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav.

With the release of the
six females and three
males, the total cheetah
population in India has
gone up to 48. Of them, 28
are Indian-born cubs and
20 are adults translocated
from African nations as
part of the Union govern-
ment’s Project Cheetah.

Mr. Yadav said that this
was the third batch of
cheetahs to arrive from an
African nation after the
first batch of eight big cats
from Namibia in Septem-
ber 2022, and another 12
from South Africa in Fe-
bruary 2023. “We have
had many challenges in
this project such as their
immunity and survival and
helping them adapt to the
local habitat. But our for-
est officials, the Wildlife In-
stitute of India (WII), our
veterinarians and scien-
tists here [at Kuno] and es-
pecially locals from nearby
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New abode: Cheetahs from Botswana being released in the presence of Union Minister Bhupender
Yadav and forest officials at the Kuno National Park in Sheopur on Saturday. @BYADAVBJP X

areas around Kuno by be-
coming ‘cheetah mitra’
worked to preserve chee-
tahs in this region,” the Un-
ion Minister said.

The nine cheetahs had
been officially donated to
India during President
Droupadi Murmu’s visit to
Botswana in November
last year and had been in
quarantine at the African
nation’s Mokolodi nature
reserve. They were airlift-
ed by the Indian Air Force
(IAF) to the Gwalior Air
Base, and were further
flown to the KNP on two
IAF helicopters.

Kuno field director and
Project Cheetah director

Uttam Kumar Sharma told
The Hindu that the chee-
tahs will undergo a manda-
tory quarantine for mini-
mum one month in
quarantine bomas or spe-
cial enclosures at the KNP.

Continuous monitoring
“Tracking collars have
been put around their
necks. We have formed
special teams consisting of
two veterinarians and oth-
er staff members who will
visit the big cats twice a
day to monitor their health
and how they are adapting
to local conditions,” Mr.
Sharma said.

Since the beginning of

the ambitious programme,
21 cheetahs — nine translo-
cated adults and 12 Indian-
born cubs — had died at
Kuno from various causes.

Asked about any chang-
es to the staff’s approach
now, Mr. Sharma said, “We
have learnt a lot of things
in the past three-and-a-half
years. Our staff have done
this in the past and know
the whole procedure. We
are an experienced team.”

Apart from the 45 chee-
tahs at Kuno, three translo-
cated adults are at the
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife
Sanctuary in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Mandsaur and Nee-
much districts.
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1. Current Development [ ddHIH HeAThH

Nine cheetahs (6 females, 3 males) from Botswana released into enclosures at Kuno National Park

under Project Cheetah.

HGET A @1 ¢ 9 T (6 HIGT, 3 R) Uistae TidT & dgd gl IS 2T, Hed U2l | Bis Y|
India’'s total cheetah population now reaches 48.

WRA A ot TiidT T=T 48 81 7S 2

Of these: 28 Indian-born cubs; 20 translocated adults from African nations.

29 28 HRd W 317 2Mdas &: 20 IIb 31hidst 22 A |Y Y|

This is the third batch after arrivals from Namibia (2022) and South Africa (2023).

IE T &9 §; Ugar AT (2022) 3R gERT afajor bt (2023) & ST &M

21 cheetahs have died since the start of the programme.

URRISTAT 61 Q[B3MTd A 31 db 21 il &Y gy & bt &

2. About Project Cheetah [ Wiatdae didr & aR &

Launched in 2022 to reintroduce cheetahs in India after extinction in 1952.
1952 A fdatd €17 & d1g WRd | did1 garafud &g 2022 7 S|

World's first intercontinental translocation of a large carnivore.

ot a3 HIATER BT UgdT 3dIHeTgiutd Rm-idoT|

Implemented by MoEFCC, NTCA & Wildlife Institute of India (WII).

AfeRoT HATEA, NTCA 3R argesceh gxiese 3w gfear grI fosanf<idl




3. Historical Background | Rfdgifes gssyfa

e Asiatic Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus venaticus) once widespread in India.
Tf2RITE TtaT ¥Rd H Quds ¥4 I UTAT SATdT &7

o Declared extinct in India in 1952 due to hunting & habitat loss.
fABR 3fR 3mary g1 & BRUT 1952 B WRd A fae eifed|

e Only small population survives in Iran today.

daHE A bdd s | NSt I | 2|

4. Geographical Significance of Kuno | &4t &1 ¥iTiifde qgca

e Located in Sheopur district, Madhya Pradesh.
HE W42l & AR foiel A fR&q|
e Originally prepared for Asiatic lion relocation from Gir.
Hod: iR & gferg 9k ermAiarr & fag duR fasar e e
» Dry deciduous forest ecosystem suitable for cheetahs.

3[sp qufrdt g uIRfReifdeht o, witdl & foi Iuger|



6. Ecological & Economic Impact / uifRfzeifdes a 3mfefes yima

o Restoration of grassland ecosystem.
g aTRfRAfddsT a3 @1 g |
e Boost to eco-tourism in Madhya Pradesh.
HEY UG2l A §ebl-¢RsH &l d@rdT|
o Potential livelihood generation for local communities.

T FHGIN & fdT 3rsiifdest 3raaR|

7. Important Exam Facts [ U31&T 8q Hgcayquf deg
o Fastest land animal (~110-120 km/h).
JIA a7 WIATT U0t (~110-120 faifeen) |
e |UCN Status:
African Cheetah — Vulnerable
Asiatic Cheetah - Critically Endangered

o Appendix | of CITES.
CITES ufferse-| & gaiag|



Consider the following statements:

1. Cheetahs were declared extinct in India in 1952.
2. Kuno National Park was originally prepared for Asiatic lion relocation.

3. The Asiatic cheetah is currently widespread in India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1 2and 3




On this Rare Diseases Day, unspent budget
and untreated patients remain a concern

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

Nayan was diagnosed with
MPS 2, a rare genetic disor-
der, in 2016. His growth be-
came stunted, and despite
his best efforts to stay ac-
tive and exercise, the dis-
ease does not let him live a
normal life. “We had re-
quested %1.25 crore from
the government but got on-
ly T50 lakh from the Prime
Minister’s Office. That is
less than half the amount
we need to help Nayan live
a normal life,” says Jagdish
Papnai, his father.

Alishba Khan, also from
Delhi, is in a similar cir-
cumstance. Her father,
Magsood Alam, says the se-
ven-year-old with Gaucher
disease had begun to sta-
bilise with treatment,
thanks to the financial aid
of ¥50 lakh given through
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According to an RTI reply, the NPRD utilised only ¥30.79 crore of the
3299 crore allocated for rare disease treatment. GETTY IMAGES

the National Policy for
Rare Diseases (NPRD).
When the funding ceiling
was crossed in August
2024, Alishba’s treatment
stopped; since then, her
condition has deteriorat-
ed, and even breathing has
become difficult, he said.
On Rare Diseases Day,
there is a strange sort of

crisis in India. A notified
policy for rare diseases is
in place, there are Centres
of Excellence (CoEs) esta-
blished across the country,
and a robust budget to as-
sist with treatment.
However, about 3271
crore allocated for rare dis-
ease patients remains un-
used, and many of the chil-

dren are quietly but
steadily losing their quality
of life and hope.

A few children have al-
ready died waiting for a re-
solution. “With the Su-
preme Court hearing
scheduled for March, pa-
tients are caught in limbo.
We are witnessing the de-
vastating reality of treat-
ment interruptions. Every
delay in restarting and sus-
taining therapy has life-al-
tering consequences. We
need immediate interven-
tion to ensure continuity of
care,” says Saurabh Singh,
founder of the Rare Dis-
ease India Foundation.

The rare diseases com-
munity, which has gained a
voice over the years, points
out that the current situa-
tion is completely untena-
ble, particularly because
the money actually exists.
For the year 2025-26, 3299

crore was allocated for rare
disease treatment, but as
per a reply to an RTI appli-
cation by Manjit Singh,
president of the Lysosomal
Storage Disorders Society,
only ¥30.79 crore has been
utilised by the NPRD so far.

Care halted

“Nearly 2,000 rare disease
patients across India are
currently awaiting treat-
ment, including around
450 eligible patients with
life-threatening Lysosomal
Storage Disorders (LSD).
Alarmingly, approximately
100 children who had be-
gun treatment have alrea-
dy exhausted the I50-lakh
funding cap and now face a
complete halt in life-saving
care, pushing them back to
square one. Eight patients
have already died while
waiting for treatment sup-
port,” Mr. Singh explained.




1. Core Issue [ & Hel

o Despite allocation under the National Policy for Rare Diseases (NPRD), a large portion of funds

remains unspent.
A gedu A Aifd (2021) & d&d gsie 3iTded & drasig gt ATl Fd 78l g5
e For 2025-26, 299 crore allocated; only 230.79 crore utilised so far (RTI data).
2025-26 ® 3299 B33 3Tdfed; 3nil b Pbaet 230.79 BRIg T (RTI D IAR) |
e Nearly 2,000 patients awaiting treatment; ~450 eligible patients with life-threatening Lysosomal

Storage Disorders (LSD).
T 2000 H31S IR @t Udlam A @I 450 Sa9-8Tdd arsdIaHd Tat 8331182 (LSD) I uifsd|

2. Case Examples [ 3GI&301
e Children with MPS-2 and Gaucher disease facing treatment interruption due to funding cap of 250
lakh per patient.
MPS-2 3il? TiteR I 3 UifSd a=il BT Sd1sT T50 R bl HHT &b BRUT Sb FET &l
e Some patients reportedly died awaiting therapy support.

BB HIIS YR JERAdT &1 Ydtal ° Hg B I |



3. About Rare Diseases | gotv 7T &I 82
» Diseases affecting small percentage of population (WHO: <1 in 1000 in some definitions).
A A7 3 = & 9gd BIC F B wfdd R B
» Often genetic, chronic, life-threatening.

URI: i, dEfdbifcich I Sitad-ardab |

Examples: MPS-2 (Hunter Syndrome), Gaucher Disease, Thalassemia (in some contexts), Hemophilia.

3IQTEUT: MPS-2, TR A, eaifrzn, ginrdifera

4. Policy & Institutional Framework / sifdTd &ian
NPRD 2021 provides financial assistance up to 50 lakh per patient for certain categories.
NPRD 2021 < d&d $8 Afori # ufd Alst 250 &R deb JgradT|
» Establishment of Centres of Excellence (CoEs) across India.
32NR A Icpeedl dg 2MfUd|
» Role of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
TReY U4 URAR BeATuT HATAY bl THE YT



5. Economic Dimension | 311fefds Ugd],

Treatment (Enzyme Replacement Therapy — ERT) extremely costly; annual cost may exceed 21 crore.
UsgH Reiade Rt srcia wgt; arfses @< 31 &1g I Afeiaw|

o Budget under-utilisation reflects bureaucratic & procedural delays.

gsic &1 BH YA Y2AAHdb T Ulharde 3 Bl eaufdr €1

« High fiscal burden vs low patient base creates policy dilemma.

HifAd w351 wifds Rt fasitar gt — ifd-fAmfor <6 gfaem

6. Social & Ethical Concerns | ImIfsia a Afd® g

o Right to Health linked with Article 21 (Right to Life).
HEdg 21 (Sita- BT AfEBR) A TWRY BT SRR AT
e Treatment interruption leads to irreversible damage.

ST b T aRadrT effd|

o Equity in healthcare access remains a challenge.

TRe Jarait 7§ JHAT 3T Wt gAtaT |



Rare Disease Day observed on last day of February
globally.

faegaR & wall & 3ifdd e JA=ar Jrdar gl

USA: Orphan Drug Act (1983) incentivises drug
development.

3THNRT T Orphan Drug Act (1983) ga‘raw 9T gar3it
T AcdTged dT gl

EU: Strong orphan drug regulatory framework.

JUIT 69 # HAogd AR orer|



Consider the following statements:

1. The National Policy for Rare Diseases (2021) provides financial assistance up to 250 lakh per patient.
2. Rare Disease Day is observed every year on 28 February only.

3. Lysosomal Storage Disorders are often genetic in origin.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 only
C.1,2and 3
D. 3 only
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Nabi is third s

ster to take 60

or more wickets in a Ranji season

NOT THIS TIME

We did not step up in the final:

Karnataka ski

T Padikkal

Augil i oy pacer
in 3 single Ranji Trophy season. Nabis 60 scalps (from 17 innings at

i oty two behind
s tally from 1998 95 and seven

Karnataics fast

Saurashira speedster Jaydev Unadkat's from 2019-20.

the tass will play  bi

ole, but at the end of

the day, it is a final. The pressure of a final will be there regardiess of
what you do. 2 was up to us to really step up. Unfortunately, we
Karmataks capt

were not able to do that —
after his team fell 3¢ the final hurdle.

Deveuts Padikical

IGCH PRAISE
Title win hi

ts J & K's growin,

s i sion and talent: Modi

Co

ions to the J & K team for their frst-ever Ranji Tropby

winl This historic triumph reflects remarkable gre, d»s(olne and

nic

Y DESERVED

Abdullah announces X2 crore
L

-~
Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister Gmar Abdullah announced a cash
reward of 12 crore for the players and support staff of the Ranji

passionof the teamn. Ris

of Samma

shenir and it highghts. ok Eroming sporting passion and

Rt Ty oA s b0

©n J &K going 3% the wary.

entitled to government appointments. ~They've done it.” said
Abdullah, who was i Hubballl when J & K scripged history.

J & K lords it over Karnataka, wins histor-ic title

amran and Sahil hit unbeaten tons as the northern side bats out the final day without

Winning fesling: Skipper Dogra was at the forefront of J & K

RANJI TROPHY FINAL

HUBSALLY

n a baking. early-

Kka to win its maiden Ranji
Trophy title.

As J & X went into day
five a massive 477 runs in
o

imtact, the result was sel-
dom in question.

Solid effort
Yet, the visitors refused to

slow and painful,
Py heed to its repu-
tation as eight-time
champlon. Death by thou.
sand cuts it truly was.
It was fitting that the
hen

igbal (160 n.o.. 311b, i
3x6) and Sahil Lotra (101
n.0., 226b, 8x4, 3X6).

e last-minute

Both wer
injury replacements for ex-
per: nb-

hil's his first. J & X had an
Hne of heroes.

a wicket to dinch its maiden crown: southern outfit loses its second consecutive summit clash at home

In the tme since -
won its last title in
2014-15, Vi
thrice, Saurashtra twice,
Gujarat and M
desh once e:
wu.h JEK nnvw]oll\lng
the d

ton ol indian crh:xet e all
e - Kanyaku-

For Karnataka, it will be a
chastening experience, for
even a starstudded team
couldn't stop the State

a
straight home final. albeit
16 years apart.

16,2-01.3-72,

ataka b 2 yshak
10-1:302, Pramch 12.0-42.2.

r 13-0-51-0, Shishar
31-10-50-0, Shreyas 36-13-34-1,
Karun 7.2.21.0, Rahul 2-0.15.0,
Mayank 20230

Dogra — from a
journeyman to a
champion at 41

N
Weve done it! Dogra finaity achi

HUBBALLE

Life came full circle for Pa-
day.

ground in 2013 that he
made his debut for India-A
ain a star-studded team

also Gautam
Gambhir, r.heceshwar g
ara, Virender Sehwag and
Zaheer Khan - against West
indies-A_ Little would he

imagined that he
would lift his masden Ranji
Trophy title at the same ve-
nue, in the second season
as captain of his adopted
home Jammu & Kashmir,
in the third demde of his
domestic career.

“I  stll remember...
yeah... but never thought
we are going to be cham-
pmnx n this ground,” Do-

Salda. o1 just canct,

Gant, can't explain to be
honest. It has been a very
long journey. But I got

have always been
cm
*

FHOry. K. URRALL RUMAR

powling svary player nd
myself. And it worl

The 4l-year- Yot ad adml:-
ted that he had nearly quis

ng crickes a fow yoars

N performances. we.

ren’t there and I was think-

ing of giving up. But my fa-

mily pushed me. My
friends pushed me. Then
hun  [Manhas] bhai
calad. And everything
Just happened.”
Coach AjJay Sharma,
with whom a ed

hands before the 2024-25

paign. said that the
painful exit from last sea-
son's Ranji Trophy after
concedi run first

we dldn'l i, the hur-
dles.

the semifinals for the ﬁxs!

How J & K moved from the
periphery to the centre

N. Sudarshan

HUBBALLY

For long. Kash-
mir was merely a distant

outpost on India's cricket-
ing map. On Saturday, it
moved to the front and
centre with
Ranji Trophy triumph after
overcoming eight-time tit-
list Karn: 3
J & K is the 19th different

team to won Indian
domestic cricket's bi
as it does in

reliable pacer Auqib Nabi,
o dest the famed
Rurmarakd biasting Orer
a se: al burst

(five for S4). as s he finished
a table-topping 60
sl:alpx It comes on the
back of the 29-year-old’s
44 wickets in the previous
edition, heightening the

clamour I‘M National-
team selecl
The ensely talent-

ed Abdul Samad, who has
often falled to live up to
is promise; came of age.
scoring runs
emerge the highest run-
getter for his team.
The title run also boo-
kends skipper Paras Do-

X had reached the

2024-2S. Last season’s run
had ended in heartbreak
when Kerala bagged
the semifinal berth by se-
curing a one-run first-in-
nings lead. Saturday was a
sweet redemption.

Ax no point during the

decider t Ka

opening
Khajuria and
young all-rounder Vanshaj

Sharma to injuries on the
eve of the contest.

But the 584 first-innings
runs k scored was its high-
oot total this season. S
ham and

And there was the ever-

Feaball career. The 41
year-old warhorse, a vet-
eran of I53 First Class
matches, is only the se-
cond man after Mumbali
legend Wasim Jaffer to
score more than 10,000
runs in the Ranji Trophy.
J & K’s first crown Is his
first as wel

The warriors: Qamran and Sahil symbolsed the J & K spi

fact, led his side to a fa-
mous seven-wicket victory,
the first of three outright

Madhya Pradesh in Indore
(56 runs) and in the semifi-
nal versus Bengal in Kalya-
ni (six wickets).

Ahead of the summit

“was a time
many knew of J
& K cricket.” Rasool had

lot of people follow us
now and the atmosphere
is getting more and more
conducive for cricket.”
Now, with the ultimarte
success, it is sure to sky-

SCOMNG Cenbiuries And EMAININE UNSEPAratec. K MURALS KUMAS

HUBBALLL

Jammu & Kashmir cricket
may have hit the fast lane

ards success in the last
two seasons, long be-
Tore thar. Sampitian Beigh
and Parvez Rasool were
firm believers in the re-
glon's cricketers. And for

them, Saturday’s maiden
Ranji title was an emphatic
vindicati.

play
Rasool. a veteran of 55
First Class matches and the
firse cricketer from Jammu
& Kashmir to play for In-
dia, stated that it was a
proud and emotional mo-

Dance of defight: The J & K players break into a jig after their
remarkable jourmey. % MURALS KUMAR

This win will inspire
generations to come,
says a proud Rasool

ment. “Whoever has con-
tributed to ] & K crickes, it
is a happy occasion for all
of them,~ he sal

the triumph was proof of

Iungcape-:lty * recollected
"I’hey didn't need out-

side talent because they
had plenty in their back-

brought In his vast expe-
rience"

Only big issue
is not having
enough
grounds:
Manhas

HUBBALLY
Following Jammu & Kash-
mirs historic Ranjl Trophy
triumph here on day,
BCCI  president Mithun
™. said e
big upgrade the reglon
eeded was the establish-

Tment af st

has was a part of the pect
sub-committee that
helming the affairs of the
Jammu & K Kashmir Cricket
Assock

UKCA).
“The only big chatlenge

left is the

has said here.

academy in Jammu,
with  indoor facilities,
swimming pool and gym-
nasium. We will be doing
the same in Kashmir.

“We want stadiums to
come up not -
mu and Kashmir for that

matter, but in Rajour,
Poonch, Chenab as well~.

4

-

BCCI presicent Manhas with
3 &K coach Aiwy Sharma after
the Finsl « NURALI KUMAR




J & K lords it over Karnataka, wins historic title

Qamran and Sahil hit unbeaten tons as the northern side bats out the final day without losing a wicket to clinch its maiden crown; southern outfit loses its second consecutive summit clash at home
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Wmnmg feelmg' Sklpper Dogra was at the forefront of J& K’s memorable and triumphant campaign. K. MURALI KUMAR
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RANJI TROPHY FINAL

N. Sudarshan
HUBBALLI

n a baking, early-
0 summer after-
noon at the KSCA

Rajnagar Stadium here on
Saturday, Jammu & Kash-
mir steamrolled Karnata-
ka to win its maiden Ranji
Trophy title.

As ] & K went into day
five a massive 477 runs in
the green and with six se-
cond-innings wickets still
intact, the result was sel-
dom in question.

Solid effort

Yet, the visitors refused to
move, even by an inch, the
foot they had had on Kar-
nataka’s neck since the
start of the contest.

Paras Dogra & Co. bat-
ted for 56 overs, added 156
runs and did not lose a
wicket. Karnataka’s down-

fall was slow and painful,
with little heed to its repu-
tation as an eight-time
champion. Death by thou-
sand cuts it truly was.

It was fitting that the
men in the middle, when
draw was called at 2:10
p-m. and J & K declared the
champion, were Qamran
Igbal (160 n.o., 311b, 16x4,
3x6) and Sahil Lotra (101
n.o., 226b, 8x4, 3x6).

Both were last-minute
injury replacements for ex-
perienced opener Shub-
ham Khajuria and young
all-rounder Vanshaj Shar-
ma. Qamran’s was his se-
cond First Class ton and Sa-
hil’s his first. J & K had an
assembly line of heroes.

Chastening experience
For Karnataka, it will be a
chastening experience, for
even a star-studded team
couldn’t stop the State
from losing a second
straight home final, albeit
16 years apart.

In the time since Karna-
taka won its last title in
2014-15, Vidarbha has won
thrice, Saurashtra twice,
Gujarat and Madhya Pra-
desh once each.

With J & K now joining
the list, the democratisa-
tion of Indian cricket is all
but complete - Kanyaku-
mari to Kashmir.

The scores: Jammu & Kashmir
— 1st innings: 584.

Karnataka — 1st innings: 293.
Jammu & Kashmir — 2nd
innings: Qamran Igbal (not out)
160, Yawer Hassan b Prasidh 1,
Shubham Pundir ¢ sub (Shrijith) b
Vyshak 4, Paras Dogra b Prasidh
16, Abdul Samad c Viyshak b
Shreyas 32, Sahil Lotra (not out)
101; Extras (b-17, [b-9, w-2): 28;
Total (for four wkts. decl. in

113 overs): 342.

Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-11,3-72,
4-145.

Karnataka bowling: \lyshak
10-1-30-1, Prasidh 12-0-42-2,
Vidyadhar 13-0-51-0, Shikhar
31-10-50-0, Shreyas 36-13-84-1,
Karun 7-2-21-0, Rahul 2-0-15-0,
Mayank 2-0-23-0.




Administrator

Format
First edition

Tournament format

Number of teams

Current champion

Most successful
Qualification
Most runs

Most wickets
TV

Website

Longest continuous
champion

Board of Control for
Cricket in India

First-class cricket
1934-35

Round-robin, then
knockout

38 (2025-26)

Jammu and Kashmir
(1st title)

Mumbai (42 titles)!']
Irani Cup

Wasim Jaffer (12,038)
Rajinder Goel (640)
JioHotstar
www.bcci.tv 2

Mumbai (15 titles)



» Economy [ GDP & Statistics

Exam Year

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

RBI Grade B 2025 2025

» Polity & Governance

Exam Year

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

SSC CGL 2025 2025

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

Question

With reference to National Accounts, which of the
following is a component of Gross Value Added
(GVA)?

Consider the following statements: (i) Base year
revision impacts GDP estimates. (ii) Nominal GDP
uses current prices. Which are correct?

GDP deflator is used to measure:

Question

Consider the following Articles: 14, 19 & 21. Which of
the statements is/are correct with respect to Right to
Equality and Right to Life?

Which among the following is NOT a Fundamental
Right?

Which of the following bodies can issue ordinances?

Answer

Output - Intermediate
Consumption

Both (i) & (ii)

Inflation in GDP terms

Answer

14 & 21 only

Right to Property

President & Governor (Both)



» Geography [ Environment

Exam Year

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

SSC CGL 2025 2025

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

Question

With reference to Global Climate
Indices, what does El Nifio

denote?

The largest Producer of Copper in

India is?

Consider - Indian Ocean Dipole &
La Nifia. Both are related to?

+ International Relations [ Security

Exam Year

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025

CDS 2025 2025

Question

Which of the following countries is
NOT part of Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCQ)?

The Strait of Hormuz connects?

The Durand Line demarcates
border between?

Answer

Warmer sea surface temperatures in

Pacific

Rajasthan

Pacific Ocean [ Indian Ocean climatic
variation

Answer @

Iran (Iran is SCO Dialogue Partner —
but not full member in some
qguestions’ framing)

Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman

Pakistan & Afghanistan



BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~10% UFF

GK-GS +

+GCURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 COMBO

BY BHUNESH SIR | GeT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

¢ COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

' FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE




Attempt Now Apply Now

@ C|03324 LEP?:?. cwin HOmMe Exams v Current Affairs Buyacourse -~ Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries ¥  Aboutus m

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

2024-06-21 at 10:00 AM

Watch Now

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court
Watch Now
2024-06-20 at 10:00 AM

Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2
Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM

Part-6 Governor & COM
Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM

Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor
Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM

Part-5 Supreme Court
Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM

R



What you'll get
o Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

« 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4, Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.



Thank you ©
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