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* One clear reason can defeat a hundred lazy excuses.
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All eight accused in Ram Temple
fund case sent to judicial custody

Around 80 lakh recovered from those arrested, says prosecution officer; close aides of the temple trust chief, Champat Rai,
among those held; VHP denies reports of the chief resigning; big-wigs of the alleged scam protected, says Opposition in UP.

Ma Kumar
LUCKNOW

he eight people
named as the ac-

cused in a first in-
formation report (FIR) re-
garding the  alleged
embezzlement of dona-
tions received at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya have
been arrested and sent to
judicial custody until
Monday.

“The eight accused will
be produced before the
Special Court dealing with
corruption-related matters
on Monday. A total of
¥79.85 lakh has been reco-
vered from them,” prose-
cution officer K.C. Verma
told journalists outside the
court in Ayodhya on Fri-
day, where heavy police se-
curity was deployed.

The accused include
close aides of Champat Rai,
general secretary of the

-

—

- p

the Ram Temple in Ayodhya in January 2023. SANDEEP SAXENA

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust, who
is said to have resigned
from the post. However,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) social media head,
Rakesh Pandey, denied
such reports as fake news.

The accused — Lavkush
Mishra, Anukalp Mishra,
Manish Yadav, Ramashan-
kar Yadav alias Tinnu, Sub-

hash Srivastava, Avinash
Shukla, Rama Shankar Mis-
hra, and Karunesh Pandey
- have been booked on
charges including theft,
criminal breach of trust,
cheating, and criminal
conspiracy. “At the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, devo-
tees deposited money in
the donation boxes. The
money was allegedly sto-

Cong. demands
SC-monitored
investigation

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
demanded a Supreme
Court-monitored investigation
into the allegations of the
embezzlement of donations at
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya
and called for immediate
disbandment of the current
temple trust. » PAGE 4

len by employees of the
trust,” the prosecution of-
ficer said. As per the FIR,
the accused were responsi-
ble for counting the cash
and valuables donated by
devotees at the temple.

The FIR was registered
on Thursday, after a preli-
minary investigation by a
Special Investigation
Team.

Uttar Pradesh Opposi-
tion parties claimed that,
while the FIR accused trust
employees, the real big-
wigs behind the alleged
scam — such as Mr. Cham-
pat Rai, fellow SRJTK trus-
tee Anil Mishra, and tem-
ple construction in-charge
Gopal Rao - have been
protected by the BJP.

“We will launch a cam-
paign against this massive
corruption and attempt to
protect powerful people,”
said U.P. Congress chief
Ajay Rai.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath
vowed to enforce accoun-
tability. “Tampering with
people’s faith cannot be
tolerated. As soon as the
SIT report was received,
action was initiated imme-
diately," he said.

AT THE CENTRE OF THE ROW
» PAGE4



Topic

Main Development

Money Recovered

Allegation

Who is Accused?

Charges

Investigation

Detalls

All 8 accused named in the FIR have been arrested and sent
to judicial custody until Monday.

Around ¥79.85 lakh (=80 lakh) has reportedly been
recovered from those arrested.

Donations made by devotees at the Ram Temple were
allegedly misappropriated instead of being deposited properly
into the trust's accounts.

According to the report, the accused were employees or
persons associated with the temple trust who handled
donation cash and valuables.

Theft, criminal breach of trust, cheating, and criminal
conspiracy.

An FIR was registered after a preliminary inquiry by a Special
Investigation Team (SIT).



Point

FIR (First Information Report)

Judicial Custody

Police Custody vs Judicial Custody

SIT (Special Investigation Team)

Criminal Breach of Trust (IPC/BNS
equivalent provisions)

Importance

Formal complaint that initiates a criminal
investigation.

The accused are kept in jail under orders of a
magistrate, not in police custody.

Police custody is for interrogation; judicial
custody is detention under court supervision.

A specialized team formed to investigate
complex or sensitive cases.

Misappropriation of property entrusted to a
person.



Parameter

Meaning

Purpose

Custody By

Authority Ordering Custody

Maximum Initial Period

Interrogation
Place of Detention

Risk of Coercion

Access to Lawyer

Bail
Control Over Accused

Applicable Stage

Police Custody

Accused remains under the physical custody of the
police for investigation and interrogation.

Investigation, interrogation, recovery of evidence,
identification of co-accused, etc.

Police
Judicial Magistrate

Up to 15 days from the date of first remand (can be
continuous or in parts).

Police can interrogate the accused.

Police Station / Police Lock-up

Comparatively higher (hence greater judicial
safeguards).

Lawyer is allowed as per legal safeguards, though not
throughout interrogation.

Depends on the nature of the offence and the court's
discretion.

Police

Early stage of investigation

Judicial Custody

Accused is kept in jail under the custody of the
court (Judicial Magistrate).

To ensure the accused is available for trial while
preventing unnecessary police control.

Jail authorities under the supervision of the court

Judicial Magistrate

After police custody, judicial custody may continue up
to 60 or 90 days depending on the offence during
investigation.

Police cannot interrogate without obtaining permission
from the court.

Judicial Prison / Jail

Compatratively lower as the accused is under jail
administration.

Accused has the right to consult a lawyer according to
law.

Bail can be sought from the appropriate court.

Court through jail authorities

After police custody or directly if police custody is not
required



Arrest

|
\

Produced before Magistrate within 24 hours

|
|—> Police Custody (Maximum 15 days)

| |
| v
L—p Judicial Custody (Jail)

|
v

Investigation Continues

|
v

Charge Sheet Filed

|
v

Trial = Acquittal / Conviction



Provision

Article 22(2)

Section 57, BNSS 2023 (earlier Section
57, CrPC 1973)

Section 187, BNSS 2023 (earlier
Section 167, CrPC)

Article 21

Details

Every arrested person must be produced
before the nearest Magistrate within 24
hours of arrest (excluding travel time).

Police cannot detain an arrested person
beyond 24 hours without Magistrate's
authorization.

Magistrate may authorize police custody
or judicial custody during investigation.

Protection of life and personal liberty;
custodial rights flow from this
constitutional guarantee.



Parameter Detalls

Temple Name Ram Mandir

Trust Managing Temple Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust Formed 5 February 2020

Foundation Ceremony 5 August 2020

Pran Pratishtha 22 January 2024

Temple Location Ayodhya

Construction Contractor Larsen & Toubro

Project Management Consultant Tata Consulting Engineers



Particular

Total Donations Received
(2020-2025)

Estimated Final
Construction Cost

Construction Cost Already
Paid (early 2026)

Funds Remaining
(invested)

Interest Earned (Apr 2025-
Feb 2026)

Total Income (11 months)

Amount (Approx.)

3,000+ crore

¥1,800-1,900 crore

1,600 crore+

~%2,100 crore

T¥138.03 crore

T220.81 crore

Remarks

Public donations from India
and abroad. (Akashvani News)

Includes the main temple and
associated works. (The Times
of India)

Including GST. (The Times of
India)

Kept largely as fixed deposits
after construction spending.
(Hindustan Times)

From bank fixed deposits.
(Hindustan Times)

Donations + interest.
(Hindustan Times)



https://newsonair.gov.in/over-%E2%82%B93000-crore-donated-for-shri-ram-janmabhoomi-temple-completion-expected-next-year/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/temple-construction-to-be-over-by-apr-30-nripendra-misra/articleshow/127827722.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/temple-construction-to-be-over-by-apr-30-nripendra-misra/articleshow/127827722.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/lucknow-news/in-11-months-ram-mandir-trust-received-82-78-cr-donations-earned-138-cr-interest-101781635732944.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/lucknow-news/in-11-months-ram-mandir-trust-received-82-78-cr-donations-earned-138-cr-interest-101781635732944.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/lucknow-news/in-11-months-ram-mandir-trust-received-82-78-cr-donations-earned-138-cr-interest-101781635732944.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Source Amount

Donation Boxes (Hundi) X54.79 crore
Cash Counters X18.88 crore
Online Donations X8.33 crore
Foreign Donations (FCRA) X0.78 crore

Total Donations X82.78 crore (Hindustan Times)



https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/lucknow-news/in-11-months-ram-mandir-trust-received-82-78-cr-donations-earned-138-cr-interest-101781635732944.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Agency

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra

Larsen & Toubro
Tata Consulting Engineers

Design Associates Inc.

Central Building Research Institute

Role
Owner & Management

EPC Construction
Project Management

Design Support

Structural & technical support



‘Students studying in CBSE Classes 7 to 9 can
keep learning two foreign languages for now’

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Students studying in Class-
es 7, 8 and 9 in Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) affiliated
schools can continue
learning foreign languages
under the three-language
policy until Class 10, sourc-
es in the Ministry of Educa-
tion stated on Friday.

The clarification comes
over a month after CBSE
stated that students in
Class 9 must study three
languages, of which two
should be native to India,
from July 1 in the 2026-27
academic year.

This led to CBSE schools
instructing their students
who had opted for foreign
languages like French, Ger-
man, Spanish and so on to
switch to a native lan-

CM

| &

The CBSE is expected to reverse its May 15 circular which had

mandated at least two Indian languages for Class 9 students. PTi

guage, in case they are al-
ready studying English.

Strong pushback

There are at least six lakh
students who study French
and 1.5 lakh students who
study German in all

schools across India
spread across various
grades, including CBSE

schools. An official spokes-
person from the German
Embassy confirmed that
the diplomatic mission is
in touch with the Govern-
ment of India over the
issue.

Sources also stated that
there had been a pushback
by German and French
Embassies against the

Centre’s three-language
formula which will gra-
dually lead to phasing out
of foreign language teach-
ing from CBSE schools by
2030-31, if not sooner.

Sources have clarified
that the three-language for-
mula will apply to students
entering Class 6 who will
have to study three lan-
guages, two of which will
be native to India.

The CBSE circular led to
protests from parents, stu-
dents and teachers, who
had approached Supreme
Court against the abrupt
switch, arguing that stu-
dents in Class 9 who have
already studied a foreign
language for the past three
to four years will find it ve-
ry difficult to suddenly
switch their language
option.

CBSE is expected to re-

verse its May 15 circular
which had mandated a
three-language formula
under the National Educa-
tion Policy to be applied to
Class 9 students, the sourc-
es added.

The clarification comes
over a week after the Su-
preme Court refused to
grant interim relief on peti-
tions challenging the im-
plementation of the
board’s  three-language
policy for Class 9 students
in 2026-27.

It is expected that CBSE
will withdraw the latest cir-
cular in light of the contro-
versy and will direct
schools to gradually imple-
ment the three-language
policy over five consecu-
tive academic years up to
2030-31, rather than roll-
ing it out for all classes
from 2026-27.



Topic

Details

Main Development

CBSE has clarified that students currently studying in Classes 7, 8 and 9 can
continue learning foreign languages (such as French, German, Spanish, etc.)
under the existing system until Class 10.

Reason for Clarification

The earlier May 15 CBSE circular created confusion by requiring Class 9 students
to study three languages, including two Indian languages if English was already
one language.

Current Position

Existing students will not be forced to change their foreign language midway.

Future Implementation

The three-language policy will be implemented gradually, beginning with
students entering Class 6, and will be phased in over five academic years (up to
2030-31).

Expected Action

CBSE is expected to withdraw or revise its earlier May 15 circular.




Component
Total Languages

English

Indian Languages

Foreign Language

Explanation
3 Languages
Can be one of the three

At least two should be Indian languages (as
per the phased implementation under NEP)

May continue during the transition, but its
long-term role will reduce as the policy is
implemented.




Why Did CBSE Change Its Position?

Reason

Student Concerns

Parent & Teacher Opposition

Supreme Court Petition

Diplomatic Concerns

Key Numbers Mentioned

Data

Students studying French
Students studying German
Implementation period

Classes currently allowed to continue

Explanation

Many students had studied French/German/Spanish for 3-4 years and
changing suddenly would be unfair.

Schools and parents objected to the abrupt transition.

The policy was challenged before the Supreme Court, though interim relief
was not granted.

German and French embassies reportedly raised concerns with the
Government regarding the impact on foreign language education.

Figure

Around 6 lakh

Around 1.5 lakh

2026-27 to 2030-31

7, 8 & 9 (until Class 10)



Date

15 May 2026

Following Weeks
Supreme Court

Latest Clarification

Event

CBSE issued circular implementing the new
language policy for Class 9.

Widespread protests by schools, parents and
students.

Petitions filed challenging implementation.

Existing students can continue foreign
languages; implementation will be gradual.




Year Development

1968 National Policy on Education Eg?:n'gr:)duced the Three-Language

1986 NPE Continued the policy with modifications.

Retained the formula but emphasized
NEP 2020 flexibility and no compulsory imposition
of any language.

Gradual implementation beginning from

CBSE 2026 Class 6, with transition till 2030-31.
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Iran reasserts its righ

tto

control shipping in Strait
of Hormuz after vessel hit

Reuters
DUBAVLONDON

Tehran reasserted its right
on Friday to contral ship-
ping in the Strait of Hor-
muz and warned Gulf
states against siding with
the US., a day after an at-
tack on a ship near Oman
highlighted the fragility of
a preliminary deal o end
the Iran war.

Iran was responding to
what it called an “interven-
tonist, irresponséble and
provocative™ joint  state-
ment by the US. and six
Gulf states that rejected
Iran’s Insistence that It
could charge tolls on ves-
sels transiting the strait

“Safe passage through
the Strait of Hormuz can-
not be guaranteed under
amb arrangements,
parallel routes or decision-
making that does not take
Iran’s role as a coastal state
into account,” Deputy Fo-

three foreign tankers at-
tempting what it called an
“unanthorised passage™ of
the strait were turned back
after a warning from the Is-
Lumie Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

Rubio in the Gulf

LS, Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio ~ wrapping up a
tour of the Guif to reassure
nervous regional  allles
about the interim pact -
told  presspersons  on
Thursday that if ran threa-
tened or blocked ships in
the strait, “we're going to
have a problem®.

In their joint statement,
Mr. Rubdo and the GCC
called for “free, uncondi-

. D

Perilous passage: Vossals 2t the Strait of Hoemuz, as seen from
Musanciam, Oman, on Friday, REUTIRS

tional, and unrestricted na-
vigation" in the strait with-
out tolls or “attempts to
assert control”, and said a
lasting peace must address
Iran's  ballistic missiles,
drones and support for

Proxy groups.

Iran's Foreign Ministry
responded on Friday by
saying the US. military
presence in the Guifl was
the source of regional inse-
curity and division, and
that the strait should be go:
verned by tran and Oman
In line with the terms of
the interim deal,

“We warn against the
continuation of hostile and
interventionist policies in
the region,” it said.

Tehran took effective
control of the waterway af-
ter US tsracli strikes on
Iran on February 28 trig-
gered the war, disrupting
oil flows and rattling global
energy markets and the
wider economy.

All Akbar Velayad, top
adviser to Iran's Supreme
Leader, issued a waming o
Washington's Gulif allies.

*The stability of the Per-
sian Guif Arab states is in-
debted 10 Iran's century-
fong management of the
Strait of Hormuz... their
strategic survival is at the

mercy of Tehran's tole-
rance,” Mr. Velayati said.,
Talwan's Evergreen Ma-
rine said earlier on Friday
its Singapore-flagged ship
Ever Lovely had been hit
close to Oman on Thurs-
day by an “unknown ob-
ject™ while on a route re

fired on the ship. Iran’s
Perslan Gulf Seralt Authort-
ty - established by Tehran
0 requests for
ships to travel through the
stralt - said

through unauthorised
routes would be “the res:
ponsibility of the owner,
operator, and  vessel
commander”.

There was no imme-
diate comment from the
U.S. government.

US. President Donald
Trump wamed this month
that If Iran did not honowr
the interim deal, inchsding
reopening the strait, the
US. would probably go
back to bombing the Islans-

ic Repubiic,
&=

Ay

-



Topic

Main Development

Trigger

Iran's Stand

Regional Response

Immediate Impact

Details

Iran has reaffirmed its authority over shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz following an incident involving a commercial vessel
near Oman.

A ship sailing under the Liberian flag was reportedly hit by an
unidentified object near Oman.

Iran warned that ships using routes it considers
"unauthorised" do so at their own risk and insisted that
navigation should respect its role as a coastal state.

The U.S. and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
rejected Iran's assertion that it can impose restrictions or
collect tolls from ships passing through the strait.

No casualties were reported, and the vessel later resumed its
journey.
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Country/Region Dependence

China Very High
India High
Japan Very High
South Korea Very High
European Union Significant

Gulf Countries Major export route



Aspect

Crude Oil Imports

LNG Imports

Energy Prices

Indian Diaspora

Significance

A significant share of India's crude oil imports
passes through the Strait of Hormuz.

Qatar's LNG exports to India largely transit this
route.

Any disruption can increase India's import bill and
fuel inflation.

Millions of Indians live and work in Gulf countries
connected by this maritime route.
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India’s eastern borders affected by
flow of opium from Myanmar: NCB
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Amendments to anti-drug
law will address emerging
challenges, says Amit Shah

Ahe tuodu B can
NUW L

o A Payli-
b Saibistariens (NPIPS)
AVt el ..u Juwtes 1w
anlun
vsn .-.mm. |-m|m..|u-

Hoveu e

A s
Of tratfick

[
lMIIINkII fromier -Iu.
auk Manaruaher
u-u-uuw-. the  lnewr W
oUW of Incremalng con
11 G o€ fiahiing

-l
AU (1,

i 1ot
mear on g
(20262000 reluanid
Nkt stk th
antire rond mip hid e
o X

™
ivia Lo Lar
Ui afcke s Al
e Bisiig abeoud,
ahy add Contvime Nisi

el Hrwans oof Bt (gl
(e,

Mo aidibimneod n-. jork
apen dusend anuedin

ot Caorimation
W NCOIED o

I MUt AT s liaes I s
ool AT e (01 sy bevel mostag of th HEB.

lll wobed that the Ministry

o spwwdy Cou
T e caams.
i

et Wine ywadn Wilh shor
viste  “whether -uhllnh-n
Wl bt s 0w Wer W

UM N Rt

Soouymem thronigh coordi

VA"-‘ Ihml 40 Mlnl-
s, e
Slats governmine: Sric
sdminuteations, oducs
oAl Atiteens, civil s

Al ok

L vl

AR

AR et ke,
n

" -t
v ranm barl, ves el al
rafi kg s

Licence of
pharma firm
cancelled over
Kota deaths

WA

The World Health Orgmm.
rathon iy sought Informn
Hon from the
e oy
Mgy OF mpam
UL Ao
I hoapitabe W Kota,
i
woune i OBowIng  Cae
roan deliverion in Mo
Tl ks

the -u«nv-l

b

our Odisha officials

suspended for errors
in school textbooks

WL RATR N WA

o Octinlia govarmamnt on
Iriduy placod four e

ting former
oot o S Connell of
Moavarch and
Meaiing

Moreover,
imctphr wethorn have
Do I sl sx
Asalntard dires o

No decision on low-alcohol

drinks yet: Kerala Minister

HLIVANANT

AVLHAM

ducivion on  slling

Aiit ok disciplinary
O AGAINI WX T e
Noditng tham rewponaiblie
il wr 2,000 mkbakes in

Mamor Er
provide, t.oal\uul lnrm-‘un
nats et all
Latalinly & I’Junlly et
el Wb €A1 uld
' "

st -
Jrornastidiny, and wot i denl-
won A b spleisanied

o Haalth Mty
Ure Croewre s Ut 1 o
talled report from the W
It gaveensment

o
hors

yors votnli
et

202027 weadamie yoar, the

|ulll1 " we
o ol lnln
I

Miw oof e
b il by
e Dpitile

“

now

Kottt | 570 oyt b
Klll

Mobian Ch

svsad e

o for  teachers
hiw been reconymanded,”
Al b e
The ponel voe

of shiw

SAR (I e oS T o
vl e

ST N T
A ettt

o il (e binfire e
alin il Los-adenlvl bver
Plaon, (e
an m‘.lun

wan
whst (e wales Biapgen i
he v ufer e B

Ll o
A peavious Ll Dume.
crmtic Drons (LOWS govern.

through thie llauor
polley of 2023, fnllwwing
ihes
Wers matsoibnd as g o
¥ el ot SO

[ ogasal i
Waiho, Ion hled Shat 15 14
VAALLY LW & peactice e
Finatn Minlateis (o 4

i
oy,
N 1o et

00 11 S OF 1o
0 mul 0 itk m

Drugs on credit is
pushing substance
abuse in Manipur: CM

HUWANATE

D traibekers ot only
chmrgodd e roae b M
HIDGE after thie athnke cun

WP S Lol
et Chied Mindster Yo
o Kheae i Slgh
walid on

il
st Ly
Vil Wl Diwynas Liniist 2

Wb Ui T il ©
SgadrAL U Al ik 111
cle Trutticking s, our
"

v
was wly wagiviive,
ek (e wits Inngwly adforde
ble onl 1o the chiddron
fromrich familiva, g
nhhw Tver ehinnieed e
e

"

g wared 4
wiajor u)lnluil e v

ot

Maswh, »
dtia Myininar a order

e Shvgh mal {1 routes
B g
hanged 'Inn“h aly afvor
e uthnle crists begnn in
2002

MUEOT I Vo

MIKGrm,
Uit conth

P TS T R TR
ructed Linder
mu.un i

= WArinabloni
M. Singh anled almost 70%
of the youth In the ares
were Indulging 6 dres
“Tho ey puddiors aftan
allow Lm0 el
et ont ornddis This

-+




India’s eastern borders affected by
flow of opium from Myanmar: NCB

Neighbouring country emerges as alternative global opium source after ban on drugs in Afghanistan, says bureau; India’s

eastern borders through Manipur corridor are the most direct and porous entry point for this expanding production base

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ollowing the 2022
Taliban-imposed
ban on drugs in Af-
ghanistan, Myanmar has
emerged as an alternative
source of global opium
supply and the conse-
quences are already visible
along India’s eastern bor-
ders, through the Manipur
corridor, the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) said
in its 2026 annual report.
The report, released on
Friday by Home Minister
Amit Shah, highlighted the
fact that the northeastern
States of Manipur, Mizo-
ram, and Nagaland are
bearing the sharpest fron-
tline exposure due to the
enhanced production of

drugs in Myanmar.

Porous border

Porous border mechan-
isms, including the Free
Movement Regime (FMR)
along the India-Myanmar
border, have created con-
ditions under which these
States have transitioned
from peripheral transit
zones to active staging
grounds for distribution of
narcotics into the Indian
hinterland.

Ilegal trade: Myanmar's illicit opium cultivation expanded by

AR R

approximately 56% between 2021 and 2023, ap

Myanmar’s illicit opium
cultivation expanded by
approximately 56% bet-
ween 2021 and 2023, ac-
cording to the NCB report,
with the area under poppy
cultivation reaching
45,200 hectares.

India’s eastern borders
through the Manipur corri-
dor are the most direct and
porous entry point for this
expanding  production
base, the report said.

“Myanmar’s  Golden
Triangle has expanded as
both an opiate supplier
and a dominant metham-
phetamine (Yaba tablets)
hub. The convergence, pri-
marily in areas controlled
by ethnic armed groups in
Shan State, has created a

poly-drug production. The
Manipur corridor, through

which India's National
Highway no. 102 passes, is
the primary land entry
point for both heroin and
methamphetamine  ta-
blets,” it said.

The second major traf-
ficking corridor enters In-
dia through Champhai in
Mizoram, which shares
close proximity with Myan-
mar’s Chin State.

Drugs are smuggled
through unfenced and po-
rous stretches of the bor-
der and routed towards Sil-
char in Assam's Barak
Valley through Aizawl and
adjoining road networks,
the report added.

In 2025, Mizoram ac-
counted for 1,477 kg of
seized amphetamine-type
stimulants, out of total sei-
zures amounting to 3,485

kg across the country. The
other States where such re-
coveries were reported are
Manipur (535 kg), Delhi
(454 kg), Gujarat (308 kg)
and Karnataka (164 kg).

Drone-based trafficking
On the other side of the
country, despite the Tali-
ban's 2022 crackdown,
which reduced Afghan opi-
um production by 93%
from its peak, around
13,200 tonnes of pre-ban
narcotics are sustaining
the trafficking pipelines
and making their way into
India through the western
border.

The NCB said that
drone-based drug traffick-
ing from across the Pakis-
tan border has seen a five-
fold increase over the past
five years, particularly into
Punjab.

In 2025, there were 305
such cases, resulting in the
seizure of 468 kg of narcot-
ics, a 96% increase in
quantity over 2024. Punjab
alone accounted for 298
such cases and 461 kg
seized, primarily heroin
(449.751 kg) and metham-
phetamine (9.018 kg). Ov-
erall, Punjab accounted for
58% of total seizures,
which amounted to 3,567

kg across the country.

“The scale of this threat
is underscored by the
growth trajectory: from
just 3 incidents in 2021, in-
cidents surged to 35 in
2022, 28 in 2023, before ac-
celerating sharply to 178 in-
cidents in 2024 and 305 in-
cidents in 2025, a 100-fold
increase in incident count
over five years,” the report
said.

This exponential rise re-
flects the growing opera-
tional maturity of traffick-
ing networks  using
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) to circumvent tradi-
tional border controls, the
NCB said. Additional inci-
dents were reported in Ra-
jasthan and Jammu and
Kashmir.

“The South Asian arm
[of the drug trade via Af-
ghanistan] flows through
Pakistan into India via both
the land frontier in Punjab
and Rajasthan, and the
maritime frontier along the
Gujarat and Maharashtra
coastlines, the latter a
route of increasing con-
cern given its use of fishing
vessels and coastal craft
that operate below the de-
tection threshold of stan-
dard maritime surveil-
lance,” the NCB said.
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Topic

Main Development

Reason

Most Affected Indian Region

Report Released By

Released By

Details

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has warned that
Myanmar has emerged as a major global source of
illicit opium, increasing drug trafficking into India's
northeastern states.

After the Taliban banned opium cultivation in
Afghanistan (2022), production shifted significantly
towards Myanmar.

Manipur corridor and other northeastern states due to
porous borders.

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) Annual Report 2026.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
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Reason Explanation

Afghanistan Ban (2022) Taliban's crackdown reduced Afghan opium production by about
93%.

Shift in Global Supply Drug syndicates increasingly shifted cultivation to Myanmar.

Civil Conflict Instability in Myanmar allows illegal cultivation and trafficking.

Golden Triangle Myanmar remains part of one of the world's largest narcotics-

producing regions.

Key Findings of the NCB Report

Indicator Details

Growth in Myanmar's Opium Cultivation Increased by 56% between 2021 and 2023.

Area under Poppy Cultivation Around 45,200 hectares.

Major Entry Route Manipur Corridor.

Second Entry Route Champhai (Mizoram) bordering Myanmar's Chin State.
Major Drugs Heroin, Methamphetamine (Yaba tablets), Amphetamine-type

stimulants (ATS).



Why India's Northeast is Vulnerable

State Reason

Manipur Most direct and porous land corridor.
Mizoram Shares border with Myanmar's Chin State.
Nagaland Long international border.

Assam Transit route through Barak Valley.

Factors Increasing Trafficking

* Free Movement Regime (FMR) along the India—Myanmar border (currently under review/restrictions).
» Dense forests and difficult terrain.

e Presence of armed ethnic groups.

» Weak surveillance in remote border areas.



Indicator

Drone-based trafficking cases
Total narcotics seized

Punjab cases

Heroin seized in Punjab

Methamphetamine seized

Drug Seizures in Northeast (2025)

State

Mizoram
Manipur
Delhi
Gujarat

Karnataka

Figure

305

468 kg

298

449.751 kg

9.018 kg

Quantity Seized

1,477 kg

535 kg

454 kg

308 kg

164 kg
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NFSA amendments: 7 kg of foodgrains for a
person, and maximum 35 kg for a household

EXPLAINER

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

The story so far: The Un-
ion Food and Public Distri-
bution Department on
Wednesday published a
draft of the proposed
amendments to the Na-
tional Food Security Act
(NFSA). The draft is
uploaded on the depart-
ment’s website. The public
can comment on the
amendments till July 13.

The amendment

A new provision in Section
3 of the National Food Se-
curity Act, 2013, proposes
that every person belong-
ing to households covered
under the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) shall be entit-
led to 7 kg of foodgrains ev-
ery month to a maximum
of 35 kg per household. For
AAY cardholders, this allo-
cation will be free of any

charges. Earlier, it was 35
kg per AAY household, ir-
respective of the number
of members in the
household.

Reason
The reason the Union go-
vernment has given in the
notice, along with the draft
amendment, is that the ex-
isting household-based en-
titlement under the AAY,
though intended as a pro-
tective measure for the
most vulnerable families,
results in significant in-
equities depending upon
the size of the household.
“Smaller households re-
ceive a higher per-capita
entitlement, whereas larg-
er households receive a
lower per-capita entitle-
ment, which may fall be-
low the entitlement availa-
ble to priority
households,” the notice
adds. The government
maintains that the aim and
purpose are to remove “in-
tra-category  inequities,

Activists have demanded
allocation of 14 kg per person.

provide for more rational
foodgrain allocation and
better align entitlements
with nutritional
requirements.”

Criticism

Certain non-BJP-ruled
States and activists of the
Right to Food Campaign
have voiced concerns over
the amendment. Kerala
Food Minister Anoop Jacob
told presspersons that the
State government would
write to the Union govern-
ment against the proposed
amendment. He said the

allocation of 35 kg per AAY
household must continue.
The removal of this would
result in decreased alloca-
tion to States such as Kera-
la, he added.

Anuradha Talwar, an of-
fice-bearer of the Right to
Food Campaign, said the
amendment would bring a
“North-South divide” in
foodgrain allocation. She
said families in the South
had fewer people than
those in North India and
smaller families would get
less allocations. “Also the
number of AAY families
has not been revised as the
Census was delayed. A
large section of the popula-
tion, who must come un-
der AAY, are not getting the
benefits of the Food Secur-
ity Act despite the increase
in population,” she said,
adding that instead of in-
creasing the allocation, the
government is decreasing
it.

Another issue is that the
activists have been de-

manding allocation of 14 kg
per person. They argue
that if the government
wants to base the alloca-
tion on the recommenda-
tions of the Indian Council
of Medical Research, then
pulses and edible oil must
also be provided. “The
poorest of the poor doesn’t
have market access to buy
essentials at the market
rate. So the government
must provide pulses or
cooking oil for them,” Ms.
Talwar added.

The next step

After considering the com-
ments from the public, the
government is likely to
place a fresh draft before
the State governments and
other departments. After
that , a final draft will be
brought to Parliament.
Since the matter is politi-
cally sensitive, the govern-
ment is likely to take care-
ful steps as elections to
States such as Uttar Pra-
desh are round the corner.



Topic

Main Development

Major Proposal

Current Status

Public Consultation Deadline

Details

The Union Government has released a draft
amendment to the National Food Security
Act (NFSA), 2013 for public consultation.

Every beneficiary under the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) would receive 7 kg of
foodgrains per person per month, subject to
a maximum of 35 kg per household.

Draft amendment; public comments invited
before final approval.

13 July (as mentioned in the report).



Existing Provision

Every AAY household receives 35
kg/month, irrespective of family size.

Household-based entitlement

Free of cost

Proposed Amendment

Every eligible person receives 7 kg/month,
with a maximum of 35 kg per household.

Person-based entitlement (with a
household cap)

Continues to remain free of cost



Family Size Existing System Proposed System

2 members 35 kg 14 kg (7 x 2)
3 members 35 kg 21 kg
4 members 35 kg 28 Kg
5 members 35 kg 35 kg

6 members 35 kg 35 kg (maximum cap)



Why is the Government Proposing This Change?

Government's Reason

Reduce inequity

Rational allocation

Better targeting

Concerns Raised

Stakeholder

Kerala Government

Right to Food Campaign

Activists

Nutrition Experts

Explanation

Smaller households currently receive a much higher quantity per
person than larger households.

Shift towards a per-person entitlement aligned with nutritional needs.

Ensure more equitable distribution among beneficiaries.

Concern

Large reduction in foodgrain allocation to states with many small AAY
households.

Could create a North-South divide, as southern states generally have smaller
family sizes.

The number of AAY families has not been revised due to the delayed Census,
excluding many deserving households.

Demand inclusion of pulses and edible oil, not just cereals, to improve
nutritional security.



Possible Impact

Families That May Receive Less

Household Size Impact

1-4 members Allocation may reduce compared with the present system.

Families Unaffected

Household Size Impact

5 or more members Continue receiving 35 kg/month (maximum limit).



Feature

Year Enacted

Objective

Implementing Ministry

Coverage

Legal Right

Details
2013

Provide legal entitlement to subsidised foodgrains to
eligible households.

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution (Department of Food & Public
Distribution).

Up to 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban
population (based on Census 2011).

Makes access to subsidised foodgrains a statutory
entitlement for eligible beneficiaries.



Beneficiary Categories under NFSA

Category Entitlement
Priority Households (PHH) 5 kg foodgrains per person per month.
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) Presently 35 kg per household per month; draft proposes 7 kg per person,

capped at 35 kg per household.

About Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)

Feature Details

Launch Year 2000

Launched By Government of India

Objective Provide highly subsidised foodgrains to the poorest of the poor households.

Target Group Economically most vulnerable families identified by States/UTs.



IIT Bombay announces
its first-ever overseas
sub-campusin US

Pallavi Smart
Mumbai, June26

THE INDIAN Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Bombay on Friday
announced its first ever sub-
campusoutside India, inthe US,
which will be in collaboration
with the State University of New
York (SUNY) at Old Westbury.
Marking its first expansion
outside of India, the premier
technology institute plans to set-
up the engineering education
wing for US-based public uni-
versity which has been offering
various courses in streams such
as Ants, Science, Business etc.
Beginning with offering cer-
tificate courses from 2027, the in-
stitute plans to develop full-
fledged degree programmes in
future, which would be open for
the global student population,
includingthosein USand India.
“Through a Letter of Intent
(Lol) signed by Director of [T
Bombay Prof Shireesh Kedare
and the President of SUNY Old
Westbury Dr Timothy E Sams,
the two institutions have agreed
topartner inthe development of
new educational and research
opportunities that would be of-
fered on the Long Island, New
York, campus,” stated the media
release issued by the institute,
It added apart from work to-
wardscreatingnewacademicof-
feringsatall levels insclence and
engineering that will be focused
onemerging fieldssuch asartifi-
cialintelligence, this association
involves developing plans for
collaborative research activities.

Speakingabout the develop-

ment, in a virtual press confer-
ence Prof Kedare said that thisis
& major milestone for the insti-
tute. He said itis different from
various existing joint-degrees
and exchange programmes,
“With collaboration we will offer
ourcourseson US land,” he said.

IIT Bombay will focus on
areas such as Al sustainability
and clean technology to offer
courses at this sub-campus.
"These will be certificate courses
which can begin from 2027
Whereas complete programmes
will start indue course,” said Prof
Kedare, highlighting that admis-
sion to courses offered at the
sub-campuswill not be through
JEE-Advanced.

Responding to questions on
whytheinstitute chose tolaunch
its overseas academic offering

ting up an entirely new campus
would have required us to ac-
quireland and obtain variousap-
provals. By partnering with an
existing university in the US, we
can avoid formalities and con-
centrate on developing courses
and academic programmes.”
SUNY Old Westbury Presi-
dent Timothy Sams said, “IIT
Bombay is recognised as a
world-class institution. We are
excited to establish adirect part-
nershipthat advancesteaching,
innovation... and engineering
with the goal of creating a ro-
bust II'T Bombay presence on
ourcampus, preparing the next
generation of leaders who will
fuel success across the world.”



Topic

Main Development

Partner Institution

Location

Significance

Initial Launch

Future Plan

Details

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay has announced its first
overseas sub-campus in the United States.

State University of New York at Old Westbury
Old Westbury, New York (Long Island).

First time [IT Bombay is establishing an academic campus outside
India.

Certificate courses from 2027.

Expansion into full-fledged degree programmes for global
students.




Feature
Mode
Courses Initially

Future Courses

Major Focus Areas
Research

Student Base

Details

Collaborative sub-campus with SUNY Old Westbury
(not an independent IIT campus).

Certificate programmes.

Undergraduate and postgraduate degree
programmes.

Artificial Intelligence (Al), Sustainability, Clean
Technology, Engineering.

Joint research projects and innovation initiatives.

Open to students from the US, India and other
countries.



Why a Collaborative Campus Instead of an Independent Campus?

Reason

Faster Implementation
Lower Cost
Academic Collaboration

Global Recognition

What IIT Bombay Said

Official

Prof. Shireesh Kedare (Director, IIT
Bombay)

Prof. Timothy E. Sams (President, SUNY
Old Westbury)

Explanation

Avoids lengthy approvals and land acquisition.

Uses existing university infrastructure.

Enables joint teaching, research and faculty exchange.

Strengthens IIT Bombay's international presence.

Statement

Called it a major milestone for IIT Bombay's global expansion.

Described the partnership as an opportunity to strengthen education,

innovation and engineering collaboration.



Feature
Full Name
System
Location

Type

Academic Fields

Details

State University of New York at Old
Westbury

State University of New York (SUNY)
Old Westbury, Long Island, New York, USA

Public University

Arts, Science, Business, Education and
Technology



TEL AVIV, BEIRUT HAD BEEN DISCUSSING POTENTIAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWALS FROM SOUTHERN LEBANON

Israel, Lebanon sign framework
peace deal after US-brokered talks

Talks aim to end
fighting between
Israel, Hezbollah

Reuters
Jerusalem, Beirut,
Washington, June 26

ISRAEL AND Lebanon signed
a framework agreement in
Washington on Friday follow-
ing several days of talks to se-
cure an end to fighting between
Israel and Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah militants. Lebanese Ambas-
sador Nada Moawad and her Is-
raeli counterpart Yechiel Leiter
signed the trilateral document
with the US at the State Depart-
ment in Washington.

“Today we've taken the first
step in what will be a difficult
journey, without a doubt, but
an important and an
essential and a necessary one,”
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said before the agree-
ment was inked.

The conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah broke outwhen
the armed group fired at Israel
on March 2, days after the US
and Israel attacked Iran.

The Hezbollah attacks trig-
gered Israeli air and ground at-
tacks that have killed more than

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, State Department Counselor Daniel Holler, Israeli Ambassador Yechiel
Leiter and Lebanese Ambassador Nada Hamadeh sign a framework deal in Washington, on Friday. reuters

4,000 people in Lebanon and
displaced more than a million.

The officials did not provide
details of the framework deal
and did not say how its terms
would differ from those in-
cluded in an April 16 ceasefire
deal that preceded several
rounds of US-brokered Israel-
Lebanon talks.

“Thetrilateral frameworkwe
signed todayisa firststeponthe
road to restoring Lebanese sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,

securing a permanent and final
cessation of hostilities, enabling
our people to go back to their
land, and allowing all Lebanese
to live in peace, security, and
prosperity,” Moawad said.

Leiter praised Moawad for
negotiating like a “lioness.”

“In this performance-based
trilateral framework agreement,
Iranisout, Hezbollahisout,and
the road to peace between Israel
and Lebanonisin,” he said.

They did not take questions

from reporters.

Israel's death toll from this
round of hostilities with Hezbol-
lah includes at least 32 soldiers
and fourIsraeli civilians. Hezbol-
lah doesnot release figuresonits
war dead. Reuters reported on
May 4 that several thousand
Hezbollah fighters had been
killed in the war.

The talks in Washington
have included discussionson a
proposal for Israeli forces to
hand some oftheterritory they

occupied insouthern Lebanon
to Lebanon's military.

A State Department
official told Reuters on Thurs-
day that Israel had agreed to
pull back from some of that ter-
ritory, something Israeli and
Lebanese officials denied.

Before the talks resumed
thisweek, Israel and Hezbollah
agreed to halt fire even as Israel
kept troops in occupied south-
ern Lebanon -- territory it de-
scribes asa “buffer zone” aimed
atthwarting Hezbollah attacks
on northern Israel.

Violence has persisted since
the ceasefire, with Israel saying
on Friday its troops had struck
and killed what the military de-
scribed as seven Hezbollah
members who were operating
near theterritory it is occupying.
Reuters could not confirm this.

Israeli forces dropped leaf-
letsover the southern Lebanese
town of Mansouri on Friday or-
deringresidentsto leave, Leba-
nese state media reported, the
firstsuch orderissued since the
latest ceasefire between Israel
and Hezbollah took effect.

A senior Lebanese military
official said Israel had recently
added Mansouri to its occupa-
tion zone. The official said Le-
banese farmers had continued
toenterand leave the town, but
had not been living there.



Topic

Main Development

Mediator

Objective

Agreement Type

Venue

Details

Israel and Lebanon signed a framework peace
agreement in Washington, D.C. after U.S.-
mediated negotiations.

United States

To move towards ending hostilities between Israel
and the Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah.

Framework agreement (broad roadmap), not a
final peace treaty.

U.S. State Department, Washington, D.C.



Objective

Permanent Ceasefire

Restoration of Stability

Territorial Discussions

Civilian Return

Further Negotiations

Explanation

Lay the foundation for ending armed
conflict.

Improve peace and security along the
Israel—-Lebanon border.

Address issues related to Israeli military
presence in southern Lebanon.

Facilitate the return of displaced
populations.

Serve as the basis for future detailed
agreements.
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Feature

Nature

Purpose

Military Aspect

Political Aspect

Details

Trilateral framework involving Israel, Lebanon
and the United States.

Roadmap towards a lasting peace agreement.

Includes discussions on Israeli withdrawals from
parts of southern Lebanon, though
implementation details remain under
negotiation.

Encourages continued diplomatic engagement
instead of military escalation.



Significance

Regional Stability

Energy Security

Global Diplomacy

Humanitarian Relief

Explanation
Could reduce tensions in the Middle East.

Lower conflict risk may improve stability in
the Eastern Mediterranean and global
energy markets.

Highlights the continuing role of U.S.
mediation in regional conflicts.

Could enable displaced civilians to return
home if the agreement is successfully
implemented.



About Hezbollah

Feature Details @)

Founded 1982

Headquarters Beirut

Support Base Primarily Lebanon's Shia community.

Backed By Iran (political, financial and military support, according to many international
assessments).

Role Political party, social organisation and armed group.

Designation Several countries classify all or part of Hezbollah as a terrorist organisation, while

others distinguish between its military and political wings.

Key Geographic Facts

Feature Details

Israel-Lebanon Border Separated largely by the Blue Line, monitored by the United Nations.

Southern Lebanon Main area of Hezbollah's influence and frequent cross-border
tensions.

Mediterranean Coast Both Israel and Lebanon have coastlines on the Eastern

Mediterranean.
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