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Effort never shouts, but one day
its results speak for everyone to
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B 30 CRITICALELEMENTS/ SUBGROUPS He
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CRITICAL g

DEPENDENCE ON

MI N E RALS CRITICAL MINERALS

WHAT ARE Mineralsdeemed critical vary by country. The United States classifies 35 minerals as critical because they are:
CRITICAL e essential to economic and national security,
MINERALS? °* from vulnerable supply chams, or

e a key part of the manufacturing of a product.

i e LR LAl CRITICAL MINERALS ARE EVERYWHERE

MINERALS

.

Tel i 3 Lithium is
elecommunications used to create
and electronics batteries.

Energy | |
lamisused Mg a1

Potash is used
in fertilizer.

Defence in MRis. screens,

Strontium is
qsed N
fireworks.

Aerospace Uranium is used
in radiation
therapy.

Transportation




India’s Position on Critical Minerals

India requires a critical minerals strategy comprising measures aimed at making the country AatmaNirbhar (self-reliant) in critical minerals

Antimony

Presently country is 100% import Beryllium Actions bycol N
Bismuth Actions by Gol

dependent for some key elements ; SRR
Cadmium
Cobalt «For government-to-govemment (G-to-G) negotiations and

85, No. w Meownl hm (2020) Iw lepert Soutces (2020) Copper Creation of KABIL acquiring mining assets abroad
y . — . - Galium
Uthiym 1 | LhiE \
Germanium
_ oI . - which eliminates tariffs on most critical minerals
Graphite Am_l'a”';,’d'a ESAYIONNC S -& joint investment of $3 million each in five critical minerols
Hohaitmn Cooperation Trade Agreem exploration projects in Australia
Indium
Lithium joined the US led Mi Is « first major developing country to join
Molybdenum Security Partnership (MSF)
Niobium
Nickel In consuitation with ministries of power, pharma, new &
Phosphorus e e L I Ve eneray, chemicals & fertilizes, otomic energy,
Platinum Croup Minerals science & tech
Elements (PGE)
Potash Creation of a Centre of - for Periodic review and updation of Critical Minerals list
Rare Earth Excellence for Critical Minerals
Elements (REE) (CECM)
Rhenium , ;
ca *Include provision of two types of operating rights to
elenium _ private sector only through auction by competitive
silicon Offshore Areas Mineral bidding, viz. production lease and composlte licence,
s (RS ERIESS IR R O B grant of operating rights to PSUs in the mineral bearing
rontium Amendment Bill, 2023 areas reserved by the Central Government and
Tantalum provls;on for grant of operating rights only to PSUs in
Tellurium s
Tin : :
Titanium Mines and Minerals - Bill provides to remove certaln minerals from the list of
(Development & Regulation) atomlc minerals, viz. minerals of lithium, beryllium, titanium,
Tzble.1 The net import reliance for critical minerals of India (2020) (Source: A report on “Unlocking Tungsten Amendment Bill, 2023 nioblum, tantalum and zirconlum

Australia India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential’ by Australian Trade and Investment Commission, vy diim

Jul
Shresu) Zirconium



Category

Rare Earth Mining Production

PRIR ogig ©F &5 dct

Rare Earth Processing/Refining

Heavy Rare Earth Processing

Rare Earth Magnet Production

PRIR g &Sdct

China’s Share in 2024 Mine Production
PO G O &Sdct MRt So Bk
China’s Rare Earth Reserves

T 3 BT HH

China’s Global Share

Around 60-70% of global production
FC &EICT 3T YUHU Gt UM
Around 85-90% of global processing
WCS SEBHEH 3 TUhY d5-2M
Nearly 99% global capacity

Around 90-94% of global production
FC &TICT S JIUHU LWHASH
Around 69.2%

Around 44 million metric tons
dUhU o AFRITS TBFE O




Rare deal

The framework comes amid shortfall of critical metals in global markets after China imposed export
curbs on rare earth elements

Mining strategy: The agreement follows continued India-U.S. engagements,
including India becoming a signatory to the U.S.-led Pax Silica initiative. REUTERS

Framework seeks to:

| ®Deepen India-U.S.

cooperation across

the critical minerals

and rare earths supply
chain, including mining,
processing, recycling
and related investments

| ® Implement effective

management of critical
minerals and rare

| earths scrap

® Strengthen resilient
and diversified supply
chains

® Promote
collaboration in
financing




India, U.S. draw up deal
on rare earth elements

Framework follows growing concerns over China’s export controls of strategic metals; Australia,

Japan join fellow Quad members in separate framework among the grouping on critical minerals

NEW DELHI

n the sidelines of
the 1th Quad Fo-
reign  Ministers'
Meeting (FMM), India and
the United States on Tues-

ation in ensuring steady
supplies of critical mines-
als, in 3 move that follows
growing concerns over
China’s export controls of
rare earth minerals and
strategic metals vital for
technology supply chains.

“The Framework aims
to deepen India-U.S. coop-
eration across the critical
minerals and rare earths
supply chain, including
mining, processing, recy-
cling and related invest-
ments, It seeks to streng-
then resilient and
diversified supply chains,
while promoting collabora-
tion in financing and effec-
tive management of critical
minerals and rare earths
scrap,” sald an announce-
ment on the “Framework”
titled “Securing of supply
in the mining and process-
Ing of eritical minerals and
rare earths”.

The und bet-
ween India and the US,
has been under considera-
tion at least since Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's vi-
sit to Washington in
February 2025, when se-
cure supply routes for crit-
ical minerals were consi-
dered a “shared strategic
priority”, sald a official
press note,

A separate framework
on critical minerals was al-

Rare deal
The framework comes amvd shartfall of critical metals in global markats after China impased export
curbs oo rare earth elements

Framework seeks to:

| ® Deepen india-U.5.
across

the entical minerals

and race earths supply

il chain, including mining,

i processing, recycling

| and refated investrents

& |mplomont eMective

u Strengihes reslent
and diversified supply
| chaimy

L5 3 ® Fromoee
folloves d India-U5: ergage 1L hon in
induding Inca becoming a sigratory to the LS ed Pax Slica inbative REUTERS fimancing
s0 signed among the four A statement issued by  gaps in critical minerals.

Quad nations -~ Australia,

mobilising around $20 bil-
lion in government and
private-sector support to
establish stable supply
chains for critical minerals,
The initlatives alm at
dealing with the shortfall
of critical metals in global
markets that intensified af-
ter China imposed export
controls on rare earth ele-
ments in 2025, after the
U.Ss imposition of tariffs
on a large number of
partner countries,

*$30-billion projects’
The IndiaUS. deal was
built upon continued en-
gagements between the
two countries, Including
India becoming a signatory
to the US.Jed Pax Silica in-
itlative on February 20,
2026,

the U.S. Embassy said the
United States is “mobilis-
ted re-

that are Jocated in ‘Quad
partner countries” and are
‘operated by companies
beadquartered in Quad
partner countries’, there-
by plugging supply chain

are alo expected to help
partner countries to tight-
en controls to deal with na-
tional security
requirements.

“Quad partners intend
to work together to im-
prove the recovery and use
of critical minerals from e-
waste and other scrap ma-
terials to enhance the sup-
ply chain and promote re-
cycling of contained
critical minerals within
Quad partner and like-
minded countries,” said a
statement.

EDITORIAL
»PAGES
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India-U.S. Rare Earth Deal

gueiia &1 382T

Background

TMfA

Where Announced
YT el §%
Quad Members
IS Hq&

Main Aim

& 35T

Important Minerals

HEuT Ffst

PRy O WIS W EmsivarEd

India and the U.S. finalized a framework on cooperation in rare earth elements

and critical minerals.

WA 317 3Mf3hT A TR 31ef dcY Ud fobfehel fAaRed U IgANT 1 el dIrR faar

The move comes due to global concerns over China's export controls on rare

earth minerals and strategic metals.

g HeH T gRI RR 31ef FfAs 3R Jorifaes engait & fafd fAiaor & sRoT 38R
T

Announced during the 11th Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (FMM).
gah! "iwor 114t aare fager #EAT & dodb A g2

India, United States, Japan, Australia.

WRd, 3MfRepT, UH, i faan

To ensure steady supply of critical minerals for technology and industrial

supply chains.

ddHteh! T 3iteifies 3mgfd j@sit & foig fosfcma fAmrvew o &R 3mgfd gfAfead
BT

Rare earths, lithium, cobalt, nickel, graphite, strategic metals.

R 3ef, faifelm, dlaree, Adbd, Twige vd WHlfdw erql|



Key Areas of Cooperation

eI & HH &=
Supply Chain Goal
TS I eI
Additional Objective
sifdlRard 380
Financing Aspect
farita v

Related Initiative
Feiferd ugel

Quad Critical Minerals Initiative

Fars fopfedma Ao Ugd

Funding Support

Mining, processing, recycling, financing, investment, and supply chain

diversification.

T4, TrAfET, damsfa, faador, fAder va Iwrs a7 fafasfiaorn

To create resilient and diversified supply chains outside Chinese dominance.
o R AT W PR Hetga g fafaer smgfd e g

Effective management and recycling of rare earth scrap.

RR 37ef T BT YA TeEM Td G|

Promotion of collaboration in financing critical mineral projects.

fopfespe fARer uftsr1ait # fa<dia TgdiT & gerarl

India joined the U.S.-led "Pax Silica Initiative” on February 20, 2026.

HRd 20 BRa3t 2026 B AARDBI-Agcd aTat “Pax Silica Initiative” A 2R g3

Separate Quad framework to mobilize supply chain support for critical
minerals.

fpfedwd fATRA TS A9 & fog 3T TS e

Around $20 billion government and private-sector support planned under
Quad initiative.



Strategic Importance

JuTHIfdd HEd

National Security Link
AT FRET e el

Recycling Focus

JrargfaeT Biad

India’s Benefit

HRd B d™

Global Significance

dfedss HE

Critical minerals are essential for semiconductors, EV batteries, defense, Al,

clean energy, and electronics.

fosfedrat fARew Arldbsae, EV ded, 38MT, Al, s H311 Ud Saag Had & fag
3TaeT® El

Agreements will help countries tighten controls for national security needs.
g JHSIA AR JR&M IMAABATH &q fAIFUT HaTgd B

Quad countries will improve recovery and reuse of minerals from e-waste and

scrap materials.
FATS 2T $-A< Ud Ty J FfAs1 g gerdi|

Reduces import dependency and strengthens manufacturing under Make in
India.

3mara favizar & gnt 3tk Make in India @Y ATt fAaTt

Seen as a strategic counterbalance to China’s dominance in rare earth supply

chains.

3} 919 & ad@ & fGog e Tqa- & F9 B 391 7 ET &



CRITICAL MINERALS: INDIA’S NET IMPORT RELIANCE (2020)

Critical Mineral
Lithium

Cobalt

Nickel

Vanadium
Niobium
Germanium
Rhenium
Beryllium
Tantalum
Strontium
Zirconium (zircon)
Graphite (natural)
Manganese
Chromium
Silicon

Jeage

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
80%
60%
50%
2.5%
<1%

Major import sources

Chile, Russia, China, Ireland, Belgium

China, Belgium, Netherlands, US, Japan

Sweden, China, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines

Kuwait, Germany, South Africa, Brazil, Thailand
Brazil, Australia, Canada, South Africa, Indonesia
China, South Africa, Australia, France, US

Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China
Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US
China, US, Russia, Estonia, Slovenia

Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US
China, Madagascar, Mozambique, Vietnam, Tanzania
South Africa, Gabon, Australia, Brazil, China

South Africa, Mozambique, Oman, Switzerland, Turkey
China, Malaysia, Norway, Bhutan, Netherlands

Source: ‘Unlocking Australia-India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential', Australian
Trade and Investment Commuission, July 2021




The New Oil: India’s Strategy for Critical Minerals

Acauirin Lithium blocks in Povyering Indi-a :S

I qb I - Argentina via KABIL National Ambitions
Globa initiative.
Assets I@\ — Achieving Net-Zero by 2070
Securing 120N ‘ > '

overseas mines.

e

Minerals are essential for EV batteries,
wind turbines, and solar panels.

Ensuring Strategic
Autonomy

Reducing dependency on single
nations to avoid “supply chain
blackmail."

Boosting Domestic
Exploration
Allowing private sector participation

to accelerate the discovery of new
mineral deposits.

Fueling the “Make in
e . . ', LI -
Championing India” Initiative
Urban Mining Building a domestic supply chain
L3N for high-tech manufacturing like
Aiming to meet 15-20% of semiconductors.

demand by 2035 through recycling
e-waste and used batteries.
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CHART 1: Major causes for deaths in India over reporting periods
from 2015-2017 onwards
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CHART 2: Share of deaths due to NCDs between rural and urban
areas and men and women
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CHART 3: Share of deaths due to NCDs and communicable
diseases between EAG States and Assam versus other States

TABLE 1: Top 10 causes of deaths among all age
groups, and in the 15-29 and 30-69 age groups in India

All ages

Age 15-29 | Age 30-69
(%) (%) (%)

Cardiovascular
diseases

Cancer 7 4.2

10.3

Digestive

2 5.9 .5 8.9
diseases

Respiratory
diseases

Respiratory

infections 9.1 . )

Diabetes

mellitus 2.8 ; 3.9

Genito-urinary

; 3.4 - 4.7
diseases

Fever of

.. 4.1 33 -
unknown origin

Road accidents - 4.2

Other -
unintentional 4.1 8.6 3.9
injuries

Suicide - 34
Tuberculosis - 3 3.5

Neuro-
psychiatric - 3 -
conditions

Ill-defined /
other symptoms

O 3.2 -




CHART 3: Share of deaths due to NCDs and communicable
diseases between EAG States and Assam versus other States
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Ill-defined /

other symptoms 2
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The table above shows the top 10 causes of deaths
among age categories. The blanks indicate that these
causes were not among the top 10 causes for the
corresponding age group

As shown in the table above, road accidents and suicides
disproportionately affect younger people. Deaths caused
by motor vehicle accidents increased from 2.9% to 3.2%,

while suicides rose from 2.5% to 2.8% in the latest report

In Chart 1, the increase in deaths due to communicable
diseases during 2019-2021 and 2020-2022 was due to
COVID-19
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Big Tobacco out on top after U.S. Food
and Drug Administration shake-up

Trump pushed agency to quickly change tack on vaping: shift will allow new vapes, nicotine pouches to be sold without a licence; tobacco industry

had lobbied for change; critics wamn of public health risks; some experts say adults need alternatives; up to 200 products could immediately benefit

FOCUS

Reuters
WASHINGTON

he U.S. FDA's new,

Jooser regulation of

new vapes and ni-
cotine pouches will poten-
tally unleash hundreds
more such products on the
market in the coming
weeks and months, ac-
cording to three current
and former Trump admi-
nistration officials.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration said earlier
this month it will use ‘en-
forcement discretion” to
ook the other way when
manufacturers sell unauth-
orised vaping products as
long as their licence appli-
cations meet certain stan-
dards. It had for years re-
quired a pre-marketing
authorisation for the pro-
ducts, partly to limit youth
vipe access.

Risks to health
The Trump Administra-
tion's swift policy change -
announced days before
FDA Commissioner Marty
Makary resigned - circum-
vented months of public
comment typical for such
sweeping changes, two
former FDA tobacco chiefs
said, and raised questions
about the risk o public
health and consumers.
Tobacco executives
have aggressively lobbied
President Donald Trump
for change, including in a

meeting earlier this month
where they argued that the
FDA's previous policy al-
lowed a vast illegal market
of mostly Chinese vapes,
according to one of the offi-
cials briefed on the

meeting.

Around 100 to 200 pro-
ducts could immediately
benefit from the new poli-
cy, the official said. A
source briefed on the FDA's
process said around 1,000
applications are currently
at the scientific review
stage, indicating they have
already presented enough
data to be considered for
the new policy.

The number of products
In position to benefit has
not  been  reported

“a longstanding ask by in-
dustry," said Brian King,

= .
Real issue: Some 1.4 million U.S. teens, or about 5%, acknowledged vaping last year, COMPANY WEBSITE

Tobacco executives have
aggressively lobbied
Trump for change,
including in a meeting
where they angued FDA's
previous policy allowed
avast illegal market of
mostly Chinese vapes

who ran the FDA’s Center
for Tobacco Products and
is now at the Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids.

Children at risk
The group said the new
guidance puts children at
risk by allowing the legal
sale of more favoured
vapes, which can be entic-
ing to them.

Some 14 million U.S.
teens, or around 5%, ack-

nowledged vaping last
year, according to FDA da-
ta, down from a peak of ov-
er 6 million in 2019.
“Clearly, we want to
keep nicotine out of the
hands of young people,
but for adults who smoke,
we need alternatives," said
Vaughan Rees of Harvard
University's School of Pu-
blic Health, who said he
does not receive industry
funds. Health and Human
Services spokesman An-
drew Nixon said the new
guidance strengthens en-
forcement against the
flood of illegal and unauth-
orised nicotine products
and supports a more or-
derly transition to a regu-
lated marketplace.
“President Trump con-
sistently pledged to ex-
pand access to vapes and
nicotine pouches in light of

an abundance of evidence
finding that these products
are beneficial for Ameri-
cans trying to quit smok-
ing,” White House spokes-
man Kush Desal said in a
statement. “The only guid-
ing factor behind the
Trump  administration’s
health policymaking s
Gold Standard Science.”
Tobacco companies and
market research firm Eur-
monitor say at least 70% of
U.S, vape sales are {llegal,
with one estimate valuing
them at $8 billion in 2024,

Trump, flavoured vapes
Trump’s interest in fla
voured vapes dates back to
his first term, and he still
believes vapes are critical
o maintaining support
among young men, ac-
cording to three officials,
His first FDA commission-

Trump mitially allowed
the to move for-
ward, but reversed course
after Gottlieb left and blast-
ed then-Health Secretary
Alex Azar for banning fruit-
flavoured vapes, fearing it
would hurt him in the
2020 presidential election,
according to an ex- official.

Since 2024, tobacco
companies and other in-
dusu'ygmupsharve“urked

¢ favour with
'l‘rump via donations to his

campaign, Inauguration

and ballroom, official re-
cords show, as well as via
influential connections in
Washington.

Chinese vapes

In his second term, the
Trump administration has
killed a plan to ban men-
thol cigarettes, launched
efforts to fasttrack FDA re-
views and cracked down
on unauthorised Chinese

vapes.
In the days before the
May meeting, Reynolds
American, a unit of British
American Tobacco, donat-
ed $5 million to Trump-
aligned super PAC Maga
Inc, campaign finance fil-
ings show. After the meet-
ing with tobacco execu-
tives, Trump called Health
Secretary Robert F. Kenne-
dy Jr., who directed FDA
and HHS staff to make the
change, one official said.
Reynolds did not res
pond to requests for com-
ment on its lobbying.
Barclays analyst Pallav
Mirtal said the shift will ca-
talyse sales for the indus-
try. Barclays expects Phili
Morris International to sell
up to an additional 12 mil-
lion of its best-selling Zyn
nicotine pouches this year
since it will likely launch a
new version, he said.
Reynolds may look to
launch flavoured versions
of Its vape brand Vuse, ana-
lysts sald. Reynolds said it
was reviewing the change,
while Philip Morris did not
comment on plans for its
not-yet-licensed products.
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FDA Tobacco Policy Change

FDA Hifd aRad

Main Change

& a5
Why in News
Tl BT BRI
Beneficiaries

GIRIE]

Products Mentioned
Joted 31

FDA's Earlier Policy

FDA ot gt ifd

Immediate Impact

NOY FYVHIW 1V LAaGin

U.S. FDA relaxed regulations on vaping products and nicotine pouches.
3R FDA A aftT Jard) vd fAdwic Uz uR ) &l ARA fasa

New vapes and nicotine pouches may be sold without immediate licence

approval under enforcement discretion.

¢ 49 g4 fApIc ursd fda1 dabTa agdd Wipid & & 51 I |

Trump administration pushed FDA to rapidly change vaping policy.

U 9 4 FDA R afgn 5ifd dsft & 9ge &1 gara g4mam

Big Tobacco companies and vape manufacturers.

et daep dufTared ag Fmfd

Vapes, nicotine pouches, e-cigarettes, menthol cigarettes.

qu, f[APIdH g, 3-fAmRe, Fold Rime |

Earlier strict pre-market authorization was required for vaping products.
Uga aAftT 3aTG) & g BoRk W-Ardhe 3Afd sraead

Around 100-200 products could immediately enter the market.



Main Concern Critics warn the move may increase youth nicotine addiction and public health

risks.

= fear ATATD! &b NTAR 3TA arsit A B @a 3k Tre s 9¢ Tod 21

Teen Vaping Data About 1.4 million U.S. teens (~5%) admitted vaping last year.

fopoik afgm amamer T 14 71 3MRBY Bk (~5%) 7 fusa a¥ AT TR Bt

Peak Teen Usage Teen vaping peaked at over 6 million in 2019.

I&IdH 39T 2019 # fpeiR afdT 60 &y J 3ifeiep 2t

Public Health Debate Some experts support regulated alternatives for adult smokers trying to quit
cigarettes.

I TRT 98T $B A9 YHUH BIgA TR 9IB! &b fag fFRIEd fdweal &1 amefT & &

lllegal Vape Market Around 70% of U.S. vape sales are estimated to be illegal.

3rdes AU 9ITR AT 3MRBT A 70% AT fasht arder 81

lllegal Market Value lllegal vape market valued around $8 billion in 2024.

37deY IR He 2024 ¥ 371de I9 G15TR BT Hed AT 8 3RT SieR|

China Connection Many illegal vapes in the U.S. are reportedly Chinese-made products.



Trump's Earlier Stance

¢U Bl gd 3H

Menthol Cigarette Ban

Hefte famie ufader
FDA Commissioner Mentioned
3cwfEd FDA 3TRIad

Tobacco Lobbying

ddrep ifan

Political Funding Angle

ISTHIfdd g
Companies Mentioned

NS

Trump earlier supported flavored vapes but later partially reversed stance
before 2020 election.

¢U A Ugd TS a4 BT A fdbar, 91 & 2020 AT J gt Hifeld dgara faan

Trump administration reportedly stopped a proposed ban on menthol

cigarettes.
U R A Hefid ffRe W varfda ufdder A e
Marty Makary (FDA Commissioner).

HIST ATBRT

Tobacco executives reportedly lobbied Trump administration for policy

changes.
ddrp dufadl A Aifd dqara &q difar ol

Reynolds American reportedly donated $5 million to pro-Trump PAC MAGA

Inc.
gy 3MAReA 7 §u aHefd PAC MAGA Inc. @1 5 fAfaad siek g 3|

Philip Morris, Reynolds American, Juul Labs, Velo, Vuse.

fifora A, Fiesd 3MR®A, S[A de, da, I
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Book on
India’s first

Olympic gold
released

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

A book commemorating
India’s first-ever Olympic
gold by hockey historian K.
Arumugam was released
here on Tuesday by Indian
Olympic Association presi-
dent P.T. Usha.

Titled India’s First Olym-
pic Gold, the book traces
the Indian hockey team’s
journey in 1928 from selec-
tion issues, financial strug-
gles and internal tussles
within the hockey fraterni-
ty at that time to the final
triumph against the host
on May 26 in Amsterdam.
Filled with rare pictures,
newspaper snippets from
back then and historical
data, the book also talks
about how the game gave a
then-colonised India an
identity separate from its
British rulers and its first-
ever international sporting
hero, Dhyan Chand.

HI president Dilip Tir-
key, present on the occa-
sion, hoped more such
work would be done to
preserve India’s hockey
history and encourage fu-
ture generations.
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¢ INDIA'S DATACENTREBOOM

® India and Singapore are the lar-
gest data centre markets in South
and Southeast Asia, aregion
which accounts for over 3.5 GW of
data centre operational capacity.

® Moody’s Ratings expects the
region’s capacity togrow ata
compound annual growthrate

(CAGR) of 24% over the next four
tofive years, subject to power
and permitting constraints.

® Growth is shifting to India and
Indonesia to serve rapidly expan-
ding domestic demand, and to
Malaysia, which also benefits from
spillover demand from Singapore.

India Thailand
Total: 1841 MW 283MW  yietnam Philippines
# \ 74 MW 105MW
©48% ™ .
— @
® 28% Malaysia — 2% v
1212 MW :
Current capacity , '4"5"6033\,5'3
! Singapore !
® 30% 1022 MW ®299%
Capacity under construction .
@ Growth rate (%) ® 4%

(1) Total represents current and under-construction capacity. (2) Growth rate reflects CAGR for
2025-30. Sources: Cushman and Wakefield, Moody's Ratings estimate




TAIWAN GETS PAST INDIA IN M-CAP

TAIWAN OVERTOOK INDIA in stock
market value to become the world’s fifth
largest, powered mainly bya breakneck
rallyin TSMC, the world’s largest
chipmakerwhich nowaccounts forabout
429% of the benchmark index, reports
Bloomberg.The chipmaker’s shares
have rallied 46% this yearand the Taiex
Index remains among the world’s best
performers, having risen more than 50%
thisyear.India’s guage,on the other
hand, is down 8%, heading forits first
annual drop afteradecade of gainsas the
country grapples with surging energy
cost, slowing corporate earnings growth
and the lack of companies directly linked
to the ATbuild-out. Global funds have
sold nearly $24 billion of Indian equities
sofarthisyearas they chased the Al
boom in Taiwan and South Korea.

Market valuation (s tiiion)
us

china [ 15.61
sapen [N 8.7
Hong Kong — 7.25
Taiwan S 4.95
india [N 4.92
South Korea - 4.54

Our market diversified unlike theirs: Sebi chief

India is a very,very diversified market. In Taiwan,
there are concentrated stocks..TSMC and others
which are very, very critical to the electronic supply
chain are...leading to their highervaluations

] 77.95

e

Tuhin Kanta Pandey
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Kopra Reservoir

BIURT STATRT

State

AT

District

ISR

Why in News

T T BRUT

Theme Mentioned

Jooifard eft

International Recognition

ARG HI=TAT

Type of Ecosystem

gRfefdeh! dF BT UHbR

A major ecological wetland ecosystem in Chhattisgarh.
BRI BT Yh THE UilRiEifad gyfd a1

Chhattisgarh

BRI

Bilaspur district

[EGIGECEE R

Emerged as a national biodiversity model linked with 2026 International Day

for Biological Diversity theme.

2026 3tq fafaerdar siaisgia f&awy & oftA F a1 g Sta fafderdr Alse &l
“Local Action, Global Impact”

wFRIT1T prears, dfedds wara”

Chhattisgarh's inaugural Ramsar Site of International Importance.
BURIG Bl UEAT HARTS T Hacd DI IHIR 2T |

Wetland ecosystem

s TR



Ramsar Convention

AR B2

Ecological Role
TR ffieT
Conservation Significance
REMUT Hecd

Wetland Benefits

IS B M

Biodiversity Importance
Sta fafaerar vgc

Mapping Importance

A=A HEd

International treaty for conservation and sustainable use of wetlands.
HEHfAAY & TREUT Ud Tdd IUANT §q HARTSET e |

Provides habitat to migratory birds, aquatic species, and wetland flora.
varit ufery, stefter sftdf gd Mg aaeafa o ARy UeH HRdl 2|
Demonstrates community-based biodiversity protection.

AGIRd JenRd sta fafderar JReror &1 3gEvT|

Flood control, groundwater recharge, carbon storage, and climate regulation.
Wetlands are among the world's most productive ecosystems.

MGl faea & Jad TG TRzt | enfid g1

Important location for Geography and Environment mapping questions.

e Qd gafaror & wiAfaa 3nenffa ueAl 8 Heaayuf|



Fact Details
Ramsar Convention Signed 1971
TRIGET S B8 S UbEioRT 1971

Place of Signing

Ramsar, Iran

UldicAT 115 SRR, TEES
India Joined Ramsar Convention 1982
A OB o cped 1982

Nodal Ministry in India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

ST IFRId

EIBER , TS S3He THREESERIES oI



Pradhan Mantri Anusuchit
Jaati Abhyuday Yojana




Scheme Name
ST BT AH

Ministry

Recent Development
&lcl &l Ugel

Nature of Scheme
ST BT &Y

Main Objective

3 369

Why Created

AT Y g1 T

Pradhan Mantri Anusuchit Jaati Abhyuday Yojana (PM-AJAY)
UEMAHAT 3 Yfad S1fd 3G AT (PM-AJAY)

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

HHIfSTeh =TI Qe 3MfErep1Rar Haterd

Launch of centralized PM-AJAY Portal and AJAY Mobile Application
PBalpd PM-AJAY UIEH Td AJAY HIETSH T 6T JYHRY

100% Centrally Sponsored flagship umbrella welfare scheme

100% &g URfaTd UHE FIdT BeAIUThbRT Al

Socio-economic upliftment of Scheduled Castes (SCs)

gfad A=t (SC) &1 AmIfSid T 3nfelds I

To remove administrative fragmentation and improve resource utilization

LMD faEEd JAT B34 Td JAATEA] & dga Iud &q



Type of Scheme
IECIGARGAN
Beneficiaries
GICIE

Key Focus Areas

UHE Bihd §
Digital Initiative
fefaieat uga

Mobile App

LICICE R

Umbrella scheme formed by merging earlier schemes
U 37 B TR ST T 3 s

Scheduled Caste communities

STHfad STfd FHeR

Village development, livelihood generation, skill development, hostels

and infrastructure

T fadeT, 3Sifdd, Bierd faer, BEE™ Td 3Memryd T
PM-AJAY Portal for monitoring and implementation
ARt va foparaa &g PM-AJAY Uicd

AJAY Mobile Application

AJAY HIdIge Tl



Earlier Scheme

Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana
(PMAGY)

5 YTSCHE S € O SRT BF STPMAGY)

Special Central Assistance to SC Sub Plan
(SCA to SCSP)

HSE TR GURRIeT SC &FIHF

Babu Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana
(BJRCHY)

[KiFle- UoeAS TR Soghtly 354 S

Purpose

Development of SC-majority villages

SC 0% UREEd H5IG

Economic empowerment and livelihood
support

SHosE T SUY SIS TehiSd
GUKRIc

Hostel facilities for SC students

SC SIIGATEIICGRG, IR



Word of the day

Jovial:
full of or showing high-spirited merriment

Synonyms: gay, jocund, jolly, merry

Usa g€ The usually stern professor was
surprisingly jovial at the farewell function.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/nNMmiE/jovial

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /azsuvial/
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CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE

& UMANG 360 MAGAZINE — COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS IN ONE PLACE
& COVERS MARCH 2026 TO APRIL 2027 MONTH-WISE

& INCLUDES MCQS, GOVERNMENT SCHEMES & KEY UPDATES

& EASY, CONCISE & PERFECT FOR QUICK REVISION

& SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR UPSC, SSC, STATE PCS & ALL
COMPETITIVE EXAMS

& AVAILABLE IN E- PDF ( DOWNLOADABLE & PRINTABLE)
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
analysis. Ideal for SSC, UPSC, RRB & other exams preparation.
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TESTS mang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 is made very simple and easy to understand in a user-friendly and simple format for
ompetitive exam aspirants. It includes all the important current affairs between the period of March 2026 and April 2027; Current

[ » ]
LT/ ffairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
elated MCQs. The information is articulated in a clear and tight manner, making it straightforward and quick to revamp. The
- agazine saves you time and boosts preparation by bringing everything together and helping you prepare effectively. Umang 360 is

a good choice to help you succeed in the exams, should you need a reliable and effective source of current affairs. It is available in
e-PDF format for easy access anytime, anywhere,

Get success in your hand. Start study anytime
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