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Youth at the
vanguard

The resoluteness of the
student protests forced
the govt. to step back

Thousands
rally in
Mumbai, slam
E20 push
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Nilekani to lead task force on exams: Modi

Will recommend steps to secure exam system;
former ISRO Chairman is among the.

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

rime Minister

rendea Modi

unday annous

the constitution of 3 b
pewered ta .

headed by former UIDAT

pan Mandan Nileka

Chemses and other initia-

ves.

“We should ensure that
exam system can
trussted, and is transparens,
and tech: d.n'\::!:. Useder I.]If

steps 1o
the country’s exan
nation system feab-proof
and technolopy-drive
The  anBouncement
came a day after former
Union Education Minister
Dharmendea Pradhan re
signed following  wides
pread protesss over the
MEET paper leak and sub-
et Fe-examination

neanwhile, Union M-
pralhad Joshi on
Sunday ok
charge of the Minstey of
Education ar Kartavya Bha-

an

Mr Jeshi, who also
hulds thie portfolios of Con
sumer Alfas, Food and

are punished. We lave al-
ready announced the for-
mation of fast-track courts.
We are bringing a stringent
i Parliament on Moa-

Mspal:dlng to the an-

mbers

Pralhad Joshi takes charge as Education
chairs meeting to review the Ministry’s initiatives

QQ ‘We should ensure
that our exam

system can

the Ce
steps 1«
have play

b trusted and is
|r|d I& chedriven...

the ture of
ens aure pumnished

SARENDILA oD

nister,

compromi:

Rahul questions Shah over
‘barbaric assault’ in Delhi

NEW DELII

accountability for
ot oo
sturdens durkng the march
in Dielli o July 20, Rabiul

Gandhi has asked the
Home Minister whether
he lad suthorised the use
of “lethal foree™.
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touncement,
esal secrekary (o

sai

implement the K. Racd
rishnan Comumittes’s 101
recommendations after
the 2024  examination
leaks.

“This is ultimately cnly

a high-powered attempt w
fix the Pradisan Mantris ir-
rerrievably compromised
image.” e said on X

The enubidiseiplinary
panel of domain experts
will help revamp the Na-
ncy's ex-

g
der ar. Milekans will con-
sist of Bormer LSRD Chair-
man 5. Somanath; farmer

Secretary Anita Karwal,
and logistics expert Amrit
Lal Mesna.

M. Nilekani has workec
with the Union Geoverns-
ment in the past o set up
the Asdhsar ecosystem
and Unlied Payments I
terace (UPD.

Joshi takes charge
He g also the chalrperson
of the governing body of
the economic policy re-
search think tank the Na-
tional Couneil of Applied
Econcanic

af Infosys.
Altes assuming elsarge

This is only an attempt to fix the Pradhan Mantri’s
image, says Cong.s Jairam Ramesh

desstand the fumetionie
B the Miniatry. W Bad
continscus meetings to-
day. This is a new subject
fae e, 1 leve taken eharge
todsy and held detadled

partment, so Twill
you in detal ater | Inue

Isracli settlers set

WO mMosques on
fire in West Bank

NABLUS
tmrnel sertiers armcked

N Bt iates
Union Minister of State
an Jayant

Chaudhary amended  the
meeting. Officials sxid wr
ke

of the Education Ministry,  Joshi  reviewsd
M Joshi told media per- sc]bem:s including Sama-
s0ms, “The Prime Minister i3, PASHEID
s Eneraasted e withs this  Schols and FM POSHAN,
responsibility with full  and  discussed  school
i Karma

taka yesterday_ I reached Higher Education De-
e Last night and came parmea secreary,
Wi moming o 1ske  school

clarge. Department se‘.leu.ry

I have assumed

1 am reviewing all the
details here and the deci-
sicss that eed 1o

1 have been gathering in-

ana athar sentoe
e Mty woere prsins

coupied West Bank early on
Sunday, setting fie to two
MOSqUES B SCTAWANG ErRITI
an buidings, Fatesbrian
officials Z3id. » PAGE 14

India scaling new
heights in defence
production: PM
P

il is scaling new heights in

dedence production, experts,
and pofitical cooperation with

ar
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Tehran says

it is halting
‘retaliatory
strikes’ on US.

CHENNAL

Exaending the weekend lull
in fghting in West Asia,
with the United States hav.
ing halted operations after
13 days of strikes, Iran an
nounced on Sunday that it
100 was halting Hs opera-
tons.

Iran's Army spokesper
son Mohammad Akrami-
nia was reported as saying:
- our strasegy has es

ally been retaliatory,
our re:

that 2 tanker exploded af-
ter it it 2 mine while tran-
sitingg the Strais of Hormus
throsgh a route Tehran
had niot spproved. The

a
Hmiisr clatm about anath:
ex tanker on July 23, ad-
ding that two other tankers
had sefraised from cross
ing e Strais after that inci-
dent.

Wiile bodies thas assess
maritime threass, such
the United Kingdom Mari-

Trade Operaticns, did
o conlinm these explo-
glons, ey e evertie
lesss w rened
risks fmm mines in the
Sarait

Iran said on Sunday that
it had made progress in
al

Mirabai makes it a golden day for
India; Rishikanta clinches a silver

GLASGOW

Weightlifing has  alw,
been one of the discipilines
sha las comte sigraili-
cantly to India's tally ar the
Commonwealth ‘Gamves.
The fact thas the country
has womn as man

dals in the

ance again made thels pre-
sence felt by winning two
nedals

second in the men's &
category. Mirabal Chanu
produced 2 polden no-

ment in the women's 43kg

Spritnghy the Yyear-
ald pMIraE: had a shaky
start to her smarch se-
quence, mising the open-
ing attempt 2t S3ke She,
however, remained unflus-
tered and returned to sue-
ceasfully lift the weight.
The lifter from Man
went on 1o cear 85kg on
her third vigit, escallislizg

weld]
Cman, which holds the
posite coast of the Strait,
on “eommon principles
and operatianal mechan
isms” for ships in the
Strait. While the two na-
tions had come up with 2
proposal in June to jointy
administer the Strain
monetise i, e US. had
refused o sccept any lra
nian control.
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a
Games record much to the
delight of the ndian fans
at the venue.
Alter failing 10
cear 105kg in
n

lifter Trcen the State to win a messl in the Commomuealth Games. 71

cond try and finshed with
12l of 190kg, both new

Ruth Asuguo Nyo
Nigeria woan silver wit

tatal Bt of 168k while Ire-
na Jane Henry of Malaysia
clinched  bromze  with

Earlier, Rishikanta won

tusally produced 3 kg lif
In clean and jerk, the
Manipur lifter passed the
but failed in his
nexE bwo atrempes at MEKE
and 151ks. Rishikants fis-
ished with a combined lift
of 264

Malaysia's  Mohamac

The Malaysian lifter also
regissered 4 new Games
high in cléan and Jeck with

Kgnya s Joshua Amunga

MORE REPORTS ON
E1s

Govt. warns seafarers about
jobs in ‘volatile’ Black Sea

NEW DELHI

The External Alfairs l(.\llls-
ry on Sunday

oy sarging Tndian sea

Tarerd o Eeasetully asseas

clal ships that oparate “in
around the Black
ug marmme

Brone and miaels artacks
on ships in the region that

Earlier, the Indian Em-
bassy in Ukraine said that it
was “closely monitoring”
the situation after a projec-
uibe hit the MV AGN Ragrar

the other two is still await-
ed. There has been an in-
crease in the number of
such incidents since April,
sesuliing in the deaths of
an seafarers, the

Mindstry said
‘llldLllI nationals  in-
tending o undertake em-
ployment on commercial
vessels opesating o
transiting the conflict-af-
fected are advised
1o carefully assess the pre-
vailing security risks be-
fiare accepting such assign-
ments” the Ministry said
in its advisory, noting the
security situation in tye re-
gions and arousnd the Black
Sea and adjoining mari-
time areas.
“Commercial wessels
aperating in or transsing
these waters are facing sig-
nificant security risks, in-
cluding misile and drone
amacks”

e ity urged mn-
dians to follow a set of pre-
caustions, such as obtaining

N The region, FLE PHOTOVSEUTERS

comprelsensive informss
ton from  employers/re
cruitment agencies and
perstors regarding
e vestel's intended raute,
ports of call, security ar-
rangements, and emergen-
15

res”.
“terms of employ
nrm should  “comply
with _applicable mariime
standards  and  provide

uate provisions for
g b T
repatristion, and compen-
sation i the event of an

Inddian seafarers were
ulgedmhlluw.ﬂl thse advi
sorles ssued by the Direc-
torate Ganeral of Maritime
Ademinisiration, including
s Issued on July 23

Rescue ops under way
The latest advisory cane a
day after the MV AGN Rag-
nar was struck at the part
of Odesa. “Four Indian na-
tianals were on board the
wessel. As per the latest in
formation, two have been
confirmed safe, and infor-
mation is awaited segard
ing the other two nation-

Search and rescue
operations are under way.

atachs o ships.

Bissan flagged ship was al-
so hit by projectiles thar
Jed 1o the deaths of ten sea-
farers, of whom four were
3 citizens. This inci
dent had prompted the
MEA to summon the char-
2@ d'affaires of the Rissian
Embiassy in I
External Affairs Ministes
5. Jalsliankar met his Rus-
sian counter ryzey
Lavrov on the sidelines of

the summit in
Manila [fn Juby 22, where
hhe expiffssed “strang con-
cem ref the safery
of Indish seatarers in the
region”

spokes

iy
T s e sl s i
touch with India over the
matter. However, lve said,

armed  forces are
striking and will continue
1o strike thase vessels that
are involved in transpart-
g amemunition, weapons

information that was made
available to us by the Direc-
tarate General of

in eonstant
touch with the

authorithes,” the Indian
Embassy in Kyhv sabd, with
out specifying wha had
fired the projectile.
Earlier on July 19, the
Golde 2 Guinea

Leo, was
flagged on which we lost
four of our sationals.. We
refterate that commercial
sh arers
should not be ttacked un-

der any chroumstances.”
™




Nilekani to lead task force on exams: Modi

Will recommend steps to secure exam system;
former ISRO Chairman is among the members

Nistula Hebbar
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday announced

the constitution of a high-
powered task force, to be
headed by former UIDAI
Chairman Nandan Nileka-
ni, to recommend steps to
make the country’s exami-
nation system leak-proof
and technology-driven.

The announcement
came a day after former
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan re-
signed following wides-
pread protests over the
NEET paper leak and sub-
sequent re-examination.

Meanwhile, Union Mi-
nister Pralhad Joshi on
Sunday officially took
charge of the Ministry of
Education at Kartavya Bha-
van.

Mr. Joshi, who also
holds the portfolios of Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and

Public Distribution, and
New and Renewable Ener-
gy, chaired a meeting of
the Ministry to review the
implementation of various
schemes and other initia-
tives.

“We should ensure that
our exam system can be
trusted, and is transparent,
and tech-driven. Under the
leadership of renowned
technology expert Nandan
Nilekani, a high-powered
task force will be formed,
which will focus on exam
reforms,” the Prime Minis-
ter said in a video posted
on Instagram.

‘Compromised image’
“The Centre is taking mul-
tiple steps to ensure that
those who have played
with the future of students
are punished. We have al-
ready announced the for-
mation of fast-track courts.
We are bringing a stringent
law in Parliament on Mon-
day,” he said.

Responding to the an-

Pralhad Joshi takes charge as Education Minister,
chairs meeting to review the Ministry’s initiatives

e

ot el

L

.

We should ensure
that our exam

system can be trusted and is
transparent and tech-driven...
the Centre is taking multiple
steps to ensure that those who
have played with the future of

students are punished

Rahul questions Shah over

‘barbaricassault’ in Delhi

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Seeking accountability for
the “barbaric assault” on
students during the march

Gandhi has asked the
Home Minister whether
he had authorised the use
of “lethal force”.

FULL REPORT ON

Nﬁ:}}fjﬁﬁgﬂom in Delhi on July 20, Rahul » PAGE 5
r.y
Nandan Nilekani has a high-powered attempt to  Secretary Anita Karwal, of Infosys.

worked with Union
govt. in the past to

set up the Aadhaar
ecosystem and UPI

nouncement, Congress
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
said the Centre was yet to
implement the K. Radhak-
rishnan Committee’s 101

recommendations  after
the 2024 examination
leaks.

“This is ultimately only

fix the Pradhan Mantri’s ir-
retrievably compromised
image,” he said on X.

The multidisciplinary
panel of domain experts
will help revamp the Na-
tional Testing Agency’s ex-
amination system, espe-
cially from a technology
perspective, sources said,
adding the committee un-
der Mr. Nilekani will con-
sist of former ISRO Chair-
man S. Somanath; former
IB Director Tapan Deka;
IIT-Madras Director V. Ka-
makoti; former Education

and logistics expert Amrit
Lal Meena.

Mr. Nilekani has worked
with the Union Govern-
ment in the past to set up
the Aadhaar ecosystem
and Unified Payments In-
terface (UPD).

Joshi takes charge

He is also the chairperson
of the governing body of
the economic policy re-
search think tank the Na-
tional Council of Applied
Economic Research
(NCAER) and a co-founder

After assuming charge
of the Education Ministry,
Mr. Joshi told media per-
sons, “The Prime Minister
has entrusted me with this
responsibility with full
confidence. I was in Karna-
taka yesterday. I reached
here last night and came
this morning to take
charge. 1 have assumed
charge.”

“I am reviewing all the
details here and the deci-
sions that need to be taken.
I have been gathering in-
formation and trying to un-

This is only an attempt to fix the Pradhan Mantri’s
compromised image, says Cong.’s Jairam Ramesh

derstand the functioning
of the Ministry. We had
continuous meetings to-
day. This is a new subject
for me. I have taken charge
today and held detailed
discussions with the senior
officers. It is a very big De-
partment, so I will speak to
you in detail after I have
understood it completely,”
Mr. Joshi stated.

Union Minister of State
for Education Jayant
Chaudhary attended the
meeting. Officials said Mr.
Joshi reviewed key
schemes, including Sama-
gra Shiksha, PM-SHRI
Schools and PM POSHAN,
and discussed school
infrastructure.

Higher Education De-
partment secretary,
School Education and Lite-
racy Department secretary
and other senior officials of
the Ministry were present
at the meeting.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 4 &5




Topic

Major Announcement

Chairperson

Obijective

Reason

Government's Goal

Details

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the
formation of ahigh-powered task forceo reform
India's examination system.

Nandan Nilekanicofounder of Infosys and former
UIDAI Chairman, will head the task force.

Recommend measures to make examinatitaak-
proof, transparent, secure, and technologgriven.

The move comes after nationwide protests over th
NEET paper leaknd concerns about examination
Integrity.

Restore public trust in examinations, punish those
responsible for paper leaks, and modernize the
examination ecosystem.



"Our exam system should be trusted."

"Transparent and tech-driven."
"Those who have played with the future of students will

be punished."

"Fast-track courts and a stringent law."

Expected Role of the Task Force

Restore confidence among students and parents.

Greater use of digital technologies, Al, cybersecurity, and

secure testing systems.

Strict action against paper leak mafias and corrupt

officials.

Speedier prosecution and stronger legal deterrence.

Area Expected Recommendations

Paper SECM End-to-end encrypted question paper management
Technology/ Al-based monitoring, digital audit trails, cybersecurity
Exam Centres Stronger surveillance and verification systems
Recruitment Improved accountability of testing agencies
Governance Structural reforms in the National Testing Agency (NTA)

Transparency Better grievance redressal and public communication



Likely Members

The article mentions that the multidisciplinary panel is expected to include experts such as:

Member Background
\yan Nilekani Former UIDAI Chairman; Aadhaar & UPI architect
\/D S. Somanath Former ISRO Chairman

\Eaﬁgpe'}a( Former IB Director
V.W IIT Madras Director

Amit Lal na Logistics and governance expert

Anita W Former Education Secretary

Why Nandan Nilekani?

Achievement Relevance to Exams

Led Aadhaar Secure digital identity verification

Built UPIl ecosystem Large-scale secure digital infrastructure
Technology governance Experience in nationwide digital systems

Public-sector reforms Can design scalable, transparent exam architecture



e Meet the six-member panel PAGE6

Nandan Nilekani S Somanath Tapan Deka
Infosys co-founder = Ex-Chairman,ISRO = Ex-Director, IB

V Kamakoti Anita Karwal Amrit Lal Meena
Director, IITMadras = Ex-EducationSecy = Retired IAS officer



Potentim

Stronger anti-paper leak system

Technology-dnven exams

Faster punishm

Improved transpaW

Long-term reforW

Impact

Fewer exam cancellations and re-
examinations

Better security and reduced fraud

Deterrence against organised
cheating networks

Greater trust in competitive
examinations

More reliable recruitment and
entrance examinations
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Indian Monsoon: a democratic tipping point

i stands atan imporane
mcrvent in its democratic
Jjourney. Large ssudent
demonstrations which were

demanding fakrness in

examinarions and Sonam

W e fass and

hospitalsarion slong witl the stary

of the Morseon session of

Parliamens have ther captued

the nation’s Mrention. These

s viewed tngethier tell a larger

They

sory. shgnal a growing desi
aand deenaine aenong v be
heard, pate, and shape

Disdiors dermarratie i

"This moment can be described
as the Indian Moo,

Just as the ansual momsoon
Eollows maonths of intense heat,

Such morments should ot be
feared. They should be welcomed
as opportunities for o n,
diabogue, reform and redesign.

On imagining a future
Eisddia has much to celebrate. The
comrry has expanded digital
public inffass s, modsised
portaion, streamhened
Bianciol bnchueiis
Gomacumraned AchiovmenEs i
selence, technology, and space.
These accomplislarents have
Liroussha

recagnitian
A U Stk TR, TARY FOUTS

Ucerainty aid vcorme | Inequalll)
remalns 2 major concern
discourse has become u..-_rea_-.mgjy
polarised, with many citizens
questioning instarioal
automomy, the role of the media,
the ulbderm.uhnsoa‘ civil sociery,
and the guality of democraic
debate. These concerns should
B0t be viewed throush s partiss

The streisgth of a democracy is

Eam Phrods

Tatecom lewentar,

eritieism bus by its willingness to
Iisten and reform.

eatest asset has always
been s extracrdinary diversity —
of bungusges, religions, cistes,
cultures, tradisions, rade, deas,

aspérations, The Indian

Consminion rransiormed thar

s challenge is 0 ensure thar
technology serves every cirizen
sustainably. Mo algoritm can
replace rrust and o Al syster can

replace human wisdom.
Our futuse 4 o

STATE OF PLAY

T

upon comibsning technalogical
encellenes witl eonstinziomnal

entrep
Sevetopment thinker,
and policy maker

prverning

v st thve
natiomal ity B adin
v, equaliy, and
Fraterniny are notjust sbstract
ideals but practical principles far
& vibrant sociecy.
As Indis mowes toward the
centenary of its Independence in
2047, there is al
Fene Ut constinional pros
The real question is: what kind of
we wane Lo build for the

)

equitable, more scientific, more
innovative, more peaceful and
compassioate seciety?
This » moment calls for
vk,

. Bt st ereare millions of
mealsll il jois
e by

erica deel

vl etlical
leadership, and respect for
-

The idea of India
Perhaps, the greatess challenge
before ks today is 0t ecomomnse
war technological. [t is
~ihe idea of India
roated in sur Constitution. That
Iseeds 1o be the core af
pent, and
prerequisite for a paths to
For far too long has the
D ety ed slm.n.es:;srumrjly
thirough the pussuit of porwe
ProAL. The time has toma 60
rebalance our priorities: to place
an the

Vourus
Teduen Heauality, strerglen
nocratic instiutions, fous an
hunanity and nos religion, and
use tech sy o expand |
ortunity rather than privilege,
Titdin can alfer the world & new.

stmer

sclentific

willages,

d not by the ab,

for the age of
depends upon

combining tech
rechnological reshape and redefine

innovation, and local

R c g 1T must ko
st public healtlcare.

improve nutrition, low-cos

homsing, safety, stcuriry, schocls,

wocatioaal training, iovest o

research,

bureancracy, and expand

techs and

m;‘;'éﬁ.g i, regardless
i bk o

i R ——
Aruificeal intelligence
AL Al s not simply ancother
revalur

. 1t will
wark,

education, healthcare, agriculore,
manufsciering, conumuites,
cities,

e and

employiment.

Inelia possesses e raw young
talens, entrepreneurial spire, and
digstal foumadarion to become o
ghobal leader in Al for public good.

opportunities for
ess of

model — ane that
53 with.

riapesy o
Emaginarion o bmj.;.m ey
iy e il bead e
a5 SETROCTANE Prommise.

IBeginm g of India's mesr

democratic renalssance.

il Madu Cluief Miris-

23, the state skl have fe:
around 32 thausand mil-
Tiom cubiie feet (e i) of wates
what it got was about 3.5

tmc £ Keeping in mind the
deficient eaingall  from
vt e o e the
river's catchment and its own
formula of proportionate re-
dbuetion, Tamil Madu feels tiat
it slsould have recesved ar least
three tme it more.

A mew strategy
Mr  Vijay's outresch has
evoked disapproval rom -
oy tical parties, farmess
leaders, and experts alike, as
airect egotistions, in their as-
sessment, would amount o
bypassing the established i
ion

blems of sharing river wazer in
comrast 1o its neighbour's pre-
ference for talks. On several
oeeasions, it had outrgghily
spurped affers for talks made
by arious leaders of Karnata
I the last 35-odd years,
liica wrire mceasioet e
tise State took part in bilsteral
and sltilsteral diseussions
it this was part of the Su-
premme Court's nterverstson.

is that in Karnataka, the nll.ng
party Is e Congress, a junior
artise s eoalition go-
Congress:

A gamble on the Cauvery issue

Cl Tiay aims to hold direct talks with Karnataka for water-sharing

especially BM. Karusanidl ansd
Ramsachandran (MGR),
had equally good. if not betier,
thes with their Karnataks peers
such as Veerendra Paul, D
Devaraj Urs, B. Gundu Ras,
Ramakrishna Hegde, and LH.
Patel. Rao had even invi
ing to diplomat-
political writer B. Kannan's
Biography on the lattes, o join
the Congress after his exit
from the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam in 1973
Nine vears Later,
Chsied Wi

a day
bt stay by one
more day, Even then, no
Breakshroeh was schieved.

1 &5 weell known Uit when
it came to the Cauvery, tse up-
per riparian State's c:luer M-
nisters give e
1 othing v the offer side.

Clubbing of issues
What is also troubling several
parties and groups in Tamil
e iy o e sa

i 1 e Karna-
inkia gevermmen: g this
cason 1o raise te Mebedatu
dam project, which the lower
riparian State has. oppos
ing on the ground taat it will
i s

. Rahul
Gandhil, was a prominers i

ME Wiy s swearing
i wvent in May. Further, Mr.
Shival

among the earl). Ieders o
Other States o greet Mr Vijay
ons becaming the Chief Minis-
ter. Tt s s TVE
chief has thought of capitalls-
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student suicides, cost of education

associated with high-stakes entrance examinations such as NEET need o be addressed
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The data for the charts were sourced from the National
Testing Agency’s press releases, the Accidental Deaths
and Suicides in India (ADSI) reports, and Comprehensive
Modular survey: Education 2025 (CMS:E 2025)

Carrying the flame: Supporters lighting candles to
pay homage to the students who died by suicide after
the NEET paper leak during the third day of protests
by the Cockroach Janta Party, at Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi on June 22. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA / THE HINDU
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Chart 3: Number of students who registered for
NEET and number of students who qualified
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With inputs from Gauri Singavarapu,
Gandla Sneha, and Sachin Swaraj who are
interning with The Hindu Data Team

Chart 4a: Share of students (in %) who were taking/had taken private coaching
during an academic year as per CMS:E 2025 at different levels of enrolment
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Chart 4b: Average expenditure (%) per student on school education and

private coaching by level of enrolment

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

M Rural+Urban on coaching # Rural+Urban on school

14,781

Pre-primary

Primary

Middle

Secondary Higher secondary

boﬂ’lr@"
—



CHENNAI - www.thehindu.com - Monday, July 27, 2026

ext

NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of Delhi
schools found with
safety deficiencies

Private schools accounted
foc thve highast stirahan of

cases. According

Safety deficiencies were found n 270
Eovernment schools, 463 private schools.
and 41 government-sded schoots. &1

People still affected
by the Assam flood

THEM&» HINDU

People evacuated in
South China due to

o mte®

situation
in taich. The flood situation
in Assam improved on

6.5

were receding in moss of the affected areas
with those places rot receiving overnight
FAINEaN, even as ower 6.5 ik people
remained bt in six districts and 66 people
Jost their lives in this year's deluge. =

Typhoon Noul landfall
3. in lakh. Typhoon Noul made
4 landfall carty Sunday and
winds and

feany rain to southern China, including
Hong Kong. China's weather centre said
Noul made lanafall along the coast of
Huidong county of the city of Huizhou in
the southern Guangdong prowi

was beinging

nce. »n

Number of
evacuated from the
biggest forest fire

O o i S
e beet

from the forest fire raging in the

of the country that has also forced the
closure of highways and rail lines. More
than 50,000
%o leave villages around Bordeaux. wv

ople

tasn, French authorities

people have been evacuated

vest

pecple have aiso been ordered

Maharashtra: share
of SIR enumeration
forms distributed

Maharashira has
distributed §7.79% of

and digitised 60.64%
SAEOINg SIm of electoral rolls, oMficials said
The enumeration phase is being carmed
Sut from June 30 to August 8. -

scimerstion foeme
% of them under the

Follow us @

x x.

. hindu (&) instagram.com/the_hindu

Why is China’s AI push gaining ground?

models? How has su
EXPLAINER
Arcon Deep
The story so far:
matter of w
Anthropics abIe AT model was

Bnched 1o great acclaim,
Chinese firm Moonshot
refeased Kimi K3, a ln-)dd thar has
measured up to the Clande model in most
parameters. The notable factor here is
that K3, and a clutch of other models
made in China, are open-weight and/or
open-source, meaning that any comparny
(or well-resourced individual) can run
them locally.

How is China positioning itself in AT?
At the Shanghai World Al Conference on
July 17, Chinese president Xi Jinping said
that with AL countries ~should adhere 1o
the principle of openness and win-win
and boast innovation-driven
development”. At least as far as the
currently svailable open models are
concerned, Chinese firms are walking that
tall

China faces crucial res

Processing units (GPUS) that are
Fequired for tralning Al models and
running querses (nference) on them.
However, China has bridged this gap with
abundant electricity B
quantity of less advance:
result is models like Kims K3, which is a
2.5 wriflion parameter m

How have they built a competitive

Gearing up: Crinese pres:
st i motion for the Al ecosystem. AP

which has resulted in 2 muluplicity of
models that have been downloaded
millions of times from platforms like
HuggingFace. with developers
enthusiastically sdopting these models for
narrow, tadlored us

‘Oine of the most well- known entrants
that challenged U.S. dominance is the
startup DeepSeek, whase models are
available online as well s on an
open-source basis, The Chinese

em?
Noc all models are
for those many parameters; Alibaba. the
retail and e-commerce giant that s now USs.ded A1

growing significant in-house Al
capabilities, has put out several
lightweight models that have impressed
Al enthusiasts who prefer o run inference
on their own hardware.

China has suppaorted Al research labs
as well as encouraged existing large firms
like Tencent and Baidu to work on AL

acted to protect
these firms. num being co-opted into the
tem, such as by
restricting travel for key personnel and
blocking Facebook parent Meta's
acquisition of the firm Manus.

‘What does this mean for the global
race?

icdert 1 Jinping. China's results are indicative of long-term planning that it had

models, a3 well as most o((‘.nusle s, land
in the butter category — source code
Samis fresly shiared Sith the brosder At
veloper ecosystem, giving firms a
lheole(k.\l . But another key
dmextnLe that could counteract that
acagss e Oat open-scasca snoitels can
s by third-party providers w
compete with others like them to pn)vhle
greater cost prediceability.
This is 50 far 2 theoretical advantage.
since the U.S.s frontser firms are greatl:

that exuberance dies down, the focus may

coming months and years. Alibaba has
already started working on captive Al
models that run on its own infrastructure
and are not open-source.

Since opersource models are
expensive to produce, it may not be
siven that they will be trained at the same
=t thes capable of

making them may change business
models.
Chinese firms have caught up in
capability, but there remains a trust
fickt, especially in India, on using their
pen-sourcing models means

Ministry’s Computer Emergency

esponse Team (CERT-in) ma use of
these models, since no question of data
leakage emerges.

The bet may very well be that once lh:e
open-source honeymoon ends, and t
world bas seen ‘So0d Chinese models
ared to the most advanced

comes with embracing Chinese
technology.

Things may not necessarily move
that direction, 2 the existing models and
their accompanying lterature are
studied by researchers and labs arcund
the world.

The geopolitical age has likely
becn a major reason vhy india, despite
hosting the Al Impact Summit in
ped out on the Shanghai

nese capital in Indsan AT by
promoting firms like Sarvam Al in spite of
acarce resources. However, 2 noted

. open-source models have not been
Qcouraged.
China's resuhts are indicative of

very well shift to
wiso may find opelrs-oulm models an
attractive offerin
This is, of muue assuming that
be

e between op and
captive models — Anthropic and OpenAT's

provided neexs by Chinese firms in the

-terimn that its
P set 1n motion for the Al ecosystem.
The next major focus area, Mr. Ilnpl.ng
scicated in his speech, was Al ~movin
i the digital world into the physcar,

THE GIST

-~
Chinars cpen-source Al push
has rapidty namowed
capability Gap with U.S. frontier
models, backed by State

Wihie open models could
feshape the globsl Al market
through lower-cos
deployment. questions aver
long-term business models,
Seopoltical trust. and indie's
push for &
chamefone il Trence their
adopt

Why has India mowv
down BitChat repos

What is BitChat? Can communication tools be blocked for their

Rizmi Lia M.

The story so far:

he Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (14C),
under the Minkstry of Home
Aftsirs, directed GitHub on July

23 to remaove repositories hosting BaChat,

the Blue: cessag!

tooth mesh m »

Jack Dorsey, stating that the app could be
exploited to coordinate unkawi
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Internet connection, no servers and no
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‘What does the law say?
The order, Notice No. 1107260101432,
was issued 3t 1116 p.m. on July 23 under
Section 79G)(b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, read with Rule
30 of the
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Why has India moved to take
down BitChat repositories?

What is BitChat? Can communication tools be blocked for their potential misuse?

Rizmi Lia M.

The story so far:
he Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C),
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, directed GitHub on July
23 to remove repositories hosting BitChat,
the Bluetooth mesh messaging
application developed by X co-founder
Jack Dorsey, stating that the app could be
exploited to coordinate unlawful
assemblies and circumvent lawful
restrictions imposed by competent
authorities during situations involving
public order. The order comes at a time
when repeated internet shutdowns near
protest sites have led protesters to
increasingly rely on Bluetooth-enabled
messaging platforms such as BitChat for
communication.

What is BitChat?

BitChat is a decentralised peer-to-peer
messaging application that operates over
Bluetooth mesh networks. It requires no

K »

internet connection, no servers and no
phone numbers.

Traditional messaging apps depend on
centralised infrastructure that can be
monitored, censored or disabled. BitChat
creates ad hoc communication networks
using only devices in physical proximity,
with each device acting as both a client
and a server, automatically discovering
peers and relaying messages across
multiple hops to extend the network’s
reach.

According to the platform, this
approach provides censorship resistance,
surveillance resistance and infrastructure
independence. The network remains
functional during internet outages,
natural disasters, protests, or in regions
with limited connectivity.

What does the order say?
The order directs GitHub to disable access
to three repositories, including the
Android application and its release files,
within three hours.

It also warns that failure to comply

could invite criminal prosecution.

According to the order, the application
enables anonymous communication
without mandatory user registration,
phone number verification or centralised
logging of communications. It states that
the application’s technical architecture
significantly impedes lawful interception,
attribution and investigation by law
enforcement agencies.

It further states that since
communications occur directly between
nearby devices through a decentralised
mesh network, the platform can be
misused to evade lawful surveillance,
facilitate anonymous coordination and
circumvent lawful restrictions imposed by
competent authorities during situations
involving public order, riots, terrorism,
organised crime or internet shutdowns.

The order also states that “such
decentralised communication platforms
are capable of being exploited for
coordinating unlawful assemblies, violent
protests, dissemination of
misinformation, radicalisation, criminal

conspiracies, and other activities
prejudicial to the sovereignty and
integrity of India, defence of India,
security of the State, public order, and for
facilitating the commission of cognizable
offences.”

What does the law say?

The order, Notice No. 11072601011432,
was issued at 11.16 p.m. on July 23 under
Section 79(3)(b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, read with Rule
3((d) of the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

Section 79(3)(b) provides that an
intermediary may lose its safe harbour
protection if, upon receiving actual
knowledge or being notified by the
appropriate government or its agency that
any information, data or communication
link residing in or connected to a
computer resource controlled by the
intermediary is being used to commit an
unlawful act, it fails to expeditiously
remove or disable access to that material
without vitiating the evidence in any
manner.

However, Section 79 itself does not
confer a blocking power. Blocking
directions are ordinarily issued under
Section 69A of the IT Act and the Blocking
Rules, 2009, which require a hearing and
reasons recorded in writing, subject to
review.

It empowers the Union government to
direct the blocking of public access to
information on grounds such as national

security, public order and the prevention
of incitement to the commission of
cognisable offences. Such orders are
required to follow the procedure
prescribed under the law.

Why is the order being criticised?
The Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)
criticised the order, arguing that it relies
on the application’s potential for misuse
rather than identifying any unlawful
content hosted in the repositories.
“Anticipated misuse of a communications
tool is not a lawful basis to prohibit the
tool,” the organisation said.

The order directs GitHub to “remove
and disable access to the concerned URLs
within three hours of the issue of this
communication without vitiating
evidence in any manner.”

According to IFF, the notice, issued
close to midnight, fails the
proportionality standard laid down by the
Supreme Court in Anuradha Bhasin v.
Union of India (2020).

In Anuradha Bhasin, the Supreme
Court held that “the degree of restriction
and the scope of the same, both
territorially and temporally, must stand in
relation to what is actually necessary to
combat an emergent situation.” The court
observed that the principle of
proportionality requires restrictions to be
tailored to the territorial extent of the
restriction, the stage of the emergency,
the nature of the urgency, the duration of
the restrictive measure and the nature of
the restriction.

»




The article explains why the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C), under the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), ordered GitHub to remove repositories hosting BitChat, a decentralized messaging

application created by Jack Dorsey (co-founder of X/Twitter).

The government argues that BitChat could be misused to evade surveillance, bypass internet
shutdowns, coordinate unlawful activities, and threaten public order.

The order has also sparked criticism from digital rights groups, who argue that a technology cannot be
banned merely because it has the potential to be misused.

What is BitChat?

Feature Details

Type Decentralized peer-to-peer messaging application
Developer Jack Dorsey

Technology Bluetooth Mesh Network

Internet Required X No

Server Required X No

Phone Number Required X No

Registration Required X No

Cloud Storage X No

Central Authority X None



Instead, every nearby device becomes both a:

» C(Client
 Relay
s Router

Messages "hop" from one nearby device to another until they reach the destination.

How does BitChat work?

Traditional Messaging Apps

User \/
1 _’—/
ﬂlnternet

i
Central Server \/

1

Receiver \/

If internet is blocked, communication stops.



BitChat

%A

1 Bluetooth
\Pherfe B

i
Ph*ne C
!
Phone D

\ Ao internet.

0 mobile network.
erver.
Each nearby phone extends the network.

This is called a Bluetooth Mesh Network.
—_—



Why was it developed?

According to BitChat's developers, the application aims to provide communication during situations where
normal networks fail.

Examples include:

Benefit

Natural disasters Communication without mobile towers

Internet shutdowns Messages still work

Remote villages No network required

Protests Communication continues despite internet restrictions

Emergency rescue Local communication remains available

The platform claims to offer:

» Censorship resistance
* Surveillance resistance
e Infrastructure independence



Why is India concerned?

The Ministry of Home Affairs believes the same features that make BitChat useful also make it difficult for
law enforcement to investigate criminal activities.

Government's concerns

Concern Explanation
Anonymousg:;gmunication Users need no identity verification

No phone number Difficult to identify users

No server No central authority to obtain records
No communication logs Limited forensic evidence

End-to-end decentralized routing Hard to intercept messages

Bluetooth mesh Works even during internet shutdowns

According to the order, this architecture may:

* Prevent lawful interception
* QObstruct criminal investigations
» Enable anonymous coordination



Possible misuse Reason

Jan/blwful assemblies Secret communication
*Vio/lent protests Difficult to monitor
W activities Anonymous coordination
OrgaMe No central records
Radicalisatio\ﬁ/ Hidden communication
Criminal COWS Harder for police to investigate
Spread of misinformdtion Difficult to trace origin

Circumventing inte}‘»er shutdowns Bluetooth works without internet






