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157 killed in Nepal flash flood,
hundreds of people mlssmg
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157 killed in Nepal flash flood,

AATHMAND

t least IS7 people
A were  killed and

more thas 400 pe
ople, 133 Indlars among
thens, were misdng ee ot
of contact sfter 4 masdve
Hash fecd In Nepal's Bho
tchoodd  River swept
through villages In Rasu
wa, & disrict bordering
China's Tidet region, on
Wednesday moming, suth
orities k.

According 50 Nepal's Of
fice of the Prime Minoer
and Councd of Ministess,
251 foreign naciosals and
3 Nepal cdeens were out
of contact, “Several secart
ty penunned, grvemmen
affcials sod employves of
bydropower  projects are
also ot of contact,” the po
vermumens sshl “The s

Debris faden food
Nepal's Natjotul Disaster
Risk Reduction and Man
agement Auhority, citing 4
prefuninary sswdysis of Ma
Dt Labs sarellee lmagery,
said s the evesing that 4
rockand ke Lanudalice
along the Nepal Chine bos
der, about 20 kin noctheast
of the Rasawaged bocder
crossing, caused o debeis
faden ficod in the Lhende
River, a widazary of Bhote
Soshi, thar towed theough
Timore and entered the
Trshuli River,

Prine Menistes Balendra
Shah sakd m a soctal media
prout thaat b weas ol with 4
“heavy beant™, “The entire
nation  bas  been ey
shocknd snd doeply sad
dened by the kes of le
and damage to property,”
he added, Sescribing the
disaster as “sudden” and
*masstve”. Staing that the
fovernmen  Smmedlaely
mobilised all ity resources
for rescue operations, he
vowed Bt resose opers
o would  comtinoe
through the night

“Saving the lives of the
inpaed, searching  for
those miksing and protect

hundreds of people missing

Around 133 Indians reported missing after a flooded
Bhotekoshi River swamped villages bordering Tibet

A rock-and-ice landslide on the China border caused a

Flood Nery: A scroengrals Shown oty Rowing 4crons & (esidomel ana and Servagng & Bridge teer Ove Wepal Tibet beeter T

PM Modi promises all possible assistance to tragedy-hit Nepal

Shah and offered “all sald Me. Modli on X. airhase. Additiooal sircraft
NEW DELN possible asdstunce” to An Indian Atr Foece have been earmarked for
deal with the flash flood aircraft with 10 tonmes of rescue and evacuation.
Prime Mintster Narendra “Our teams are rediel muterials and
Modi spoke to Nepal's coordinating closety on medical took off UL NEPORT OM
Prime Minister Badendea rescue and redef efforts,” 10 Negal from the Hindon = PAGES
ing affected people is our  which ongiates In Thet, washed away theMiteri Pl lyse today's Incdent In 3
furst priocity,” he sald. fows o Nepal's Tristadl  (Friendsuip Bridge) linking  Larger frame; it's 10t 2 stan
Earlier, Foreygn Minister  Hives and evermually enters ) and Chasa. dalone event. The Melan
shishir Khamal told Parfls-  Indla a5 the Ganduk River. A Gibinet meeting in  chi, Roshd, and Sets floods,

In an up
date at 1.35 p.m., the divi-
shon sald, oting nforma
thon froms the Chinese side,
thas the blocked river had
ye to fully opes

The Bhotekodi River,

Affocted aress and 10 o

U, Trished, Battar and Do hilse resources to rebedld  mesh Bhushal, & josralist
vighat bn seighbouring No- lamsged public who has ¥ co
wakor. Reads, bridges, ture. [rabio decided o do  vened climate change and
by and coemmn cdare the aflected local o My lmpacy. “Wie sach dis
nicatioes Imfasucture  vernments  n flwaea,  asters may happen regard
were  among those  Nuwakot, and Dhading 2  less of ouwr understanding,
Crisis areas  foo casgalties are the
Accoeding 1o NepaS  three months, resul of gnorance.”
authorkies, there had been A comstroction
0o raln in the region before concerned along rivers i Nepal's
the food hit, widle riintal  The recurrence of ! e
wis recorded oo the Tibe-  floods has ralsed concerms madned a concern for eovi
tan side. In July st year, among experts abowe S and
flash floods In the same  aster preparcdness, infias  experts.
Bhotekcshi Bver, which - tructure planning and risk
50 ocowrred without raln,  mitigation, WESTERN SAETURRANCE
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Topic English %dbf
Catastrophic flash flood in the Nepal-Tibet Himalayan 26 3T 2026 &I AUTA-fdesd %ﬂm%—ﬁﬁf & H

Event border region on 26 August 2026 O IRIBRT SIS die
;I:/rlzgor affected Rasuwa district of Nepal and adjoining Tibet ﬁwwmﬁma&n REGERSUIEE]

Important river Bhote Koshi, which flows into the Trishuli river system ‘l-ﬁ%ﬂﬁ"s’ﬁ, S &ﬂﬁmqﬂaﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ%
The destructive surge originated on the Tibetan side of fORIGRY STd-ATE Udlg ﬁ@ﬁma?ﬁl@?ﬁ

the Himalayas &h@rgs‘

Preliminary investigations indicate collapse of glacier/ice- rf v %W % m
Likely trigger rock mass and landslide; a seismic trigger is also being ﬁ l&ig;[mﬂ]ﬁe[ C"rﬂ?f Wwﬁﬁ ‘l-ﬁ\_ﬂ&a'l_jf- f!ﬂ%l ]

investigated

A high-velocity debris-laden flash flood carrying water, tﬂ:ﬁ, &I_gp[, Elgl;il' aﬁvat%@rgaa?ﬂawﬁrﬁm-gaa
A IS

mud, rocks and ice

About 157 reported dead in Nepal, with additional deaths ﬁwgaﬂw 157 Tﬁ?f, fossd | lﬁﬁlﬁ, &ﬁ’ﬁ 3yt gga

reported in Tibet; figures remain provisional

Origin of surge

Nature of disaster

Death toll



Indians affected

Infrastructure damage

India's response

Indian states concerned

At least 133 Indian nationals were
reported missing/untraceable, many
connected with the Kailash
Mansarovar pilgrimage

Roads, bridges, settlements and
hydropower infrastructure were
damaged

India offered assistance and
dispatched humanitarian relief to
Nepal

Bihar and Uttar Pradesh monitored
downstream rivers because Nepal's
river systems ultimately connect
with the Gangetic plains

$H Y PH 133 HRAIG ANIRS
ATgdT/Hh SR FaTg T, forH
P hATRI HFERIGR 1A A IS U

TS b, Idl, STl 3R STeifd gy
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Nepal Floods Leave Destruction: Flash

Floods Sweep Away Bridges and Homes,
More Than 500 Missing, Several De@d.




Sequence

1. Fragile Himalayan terrain

2. Ice/rock collapse

3. Avalanche

4. River interaction

5. Sediment entrainment

6. Flash flood

7. Cascading disaster

English

Steep slopes, glaciers, loose
sediments and fractured rocks make
the region naturally unstable.

A glacier/ice-rock mass apparently
collapsed in the high Himalayas.

Ice and rocks rushed rapidly down
the steep slope.

The mass entered the Lhende
Khola/Bhote Koshi river system.

Flow picked up mud, boulders and
sediment, greatly increasing its
destructive force.

A high-speed debris-laden flood
travelled downstream into Nepal.

Bridges, roads, settlements and
hydropower infrastructure were hit
simultaneously.
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Hazard

Flash Flood

GLOF

Cloudburst

Debris Flow

Landslide

Ice/Rock Avalanche

English Explanation

Sudden, rapidly rising flood
occurring within a short period

Glacial Lake Outburst Flood caused
by sudden release of water stored
in a glacial lake

Extremely intense rainfall
concentrated over a small
geographical area

Fast-moving mixture of water, mud,
rocks and sediment

Downslope movement of rock/soil
under gravity

Rapid downslope movement of ice
and rock
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Nepal River/System Indian Connection Exam Point

Karnali Ghaghara Major tributary of Ganga

Narayani Gandak Important for Bihar &
eastern UP

Saptakoshi/Koshi KOSi Major flood-prone river of
Bihar

Mahakali Sharda/Kali Forms part of India—Nepal
boundary

Bagmati Enters Bihar Important transboundary
river

Kamla Kamla-Balan system Flood-prone Bihar river

Ultimately linked with
Narayani/Gandak Relevant to present disaster
drainage

Bhote Koshi-Trishuli
system



Exam / Year

UPSC CSE Mains 2021 -GS il

UPSC CSE Mains 2016 — GS Il

UPSC CSE Mains 2013 -GS il

UPSC Geography/GS recurring
theme

State PCS/RAS recurring
geography

PYQ / Theme

Differentiate the causes of
landslides in the Himalayan region
and Western Ghats.

The frequency of urban floods due
to high-intensity rainfall is
increasing... discuss preparedness
mechanismes.

How important are vulnerability
and risk assessment for pre-
disaster management?

Himalayan instability, earthquakes,
landslides and river systems

Himalayan rivers, Ganga
tributaries, disaster management
and climate change

Connection with Current News

Very strong — Himalayan slope
instability, geology and extreme
rainfall

Flash-flood preparedness,
forecasting and mitigation

Directly applicable to glacial lakes,
landslides and Himalayan valleys

Provides static geography behind
the disaster

High probability areas for
prelims/current-affairs integration



* With reference to the 2026 Nepal flash
flood, consider the following statements:

* The disaster severely affected Nepal's
Rasuwa region near Tibet.

* The Bhote Koshi river system was
affected.

* Preliminary evidence indicates an
ice/rock collapse rather than ordinary
monsoon rainfall alone.

* At least 133 Indian nationals were
reported missing/untraceable.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4
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Gross FDI hit 15-year
high of $30.7 billion
in April-June 2026

An analysis of latest RBI data shows net FDI turned positive again in June

2026, with inflows exceeding outflows by $1.3 billion that month

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

of $30.7 billion as

gross foreign direct in-
vestment in the April-june
2026 quarter, the highest
level in at least 15 years.
This strong inward flow
overshadowed outflows,
resulting in net FDI in the
quarter rising to its highest
level since June 2022.

An analysis of the latest
data released by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBD
shows that net FDI turned
positive again in June 2026,
with inflows exceeding
outflows by $1.3 billion that
month, driven by an in-
crease in investment enter-
ing the country and a fall in
outward investment by In-
dian companies.

A longerterm analysis
also shows that inflows are
starting to outpace out-
flows on a more regular ba-
sis, For instance, while net
FDI was negative in six out
of the last 12 months, it was
negative in only one of the
last six months.

Strong inflows

Gross inflows in June 2026,
or the total amount of di-
rect investment that en-
tered the country that
month, stood at $9.3 bil-
lion, This was 53% higher
than in May, but just a little
lower than the $9.6 billion
that entered the country in

lndia attracted a total

(2 Grass FOI mflows rose to their highest
RlSl ng fIOWS level in the guaner-ended June §026
In % bilkon
Gross inflows |' \ s 2 "'.. II
p] ~fo) AnlIN - A Y
A .a—\,’—.'gf '-"' I‘-"’ "‘ i ot .J v i
0 \f\/_'\_/“"
20 Gonnyy ot oy -\
Sep 11 Mar. 15 Mar. 19 Mar 23 June 2%
Soaroe: Resorwn Nank of nda, TN
O Rows are podthve white 0utTiows are negrtve vadses
June last year, Accordingto  global investors in India”.
the RBI, Singapore, the Total outflows of direct
Netherlands, the US., and  investment stood at $7.9
Canada accounted for  billion in June 2026, which
around 74% of the inflows.  was nearly 30% higher
The manufacturing sector  than in May, and 8.6%
received the highest share  higher than in June of last
of inflows, followed by year. On a quarterly basis,
electricity generation, total outflows stood at
computer, and communi-  $22.8 billion. As a result,
cation services, net FDI stood at $1.3 billion
On a quarterly basis, in June 2026 and $7.8 bil-
gross inflows stood at $30.7  lon In the AprilJune 2026
billion in April-June 2026, quarter. Within outflows,
which was nearly 46% repatriation and disinvest-

higher than in the quarter
ended March 2026 and
about 15% higher than June
2025 quarter.

This was also the high-
est inflow recorded in the
accessible data, which goes
back 60 quarters or 15
years to the September
2011 quarter. According to
the RBI, this underscores
the “continued interest of

ment by foreign compa-
nies operating in India
grew to $5.8 billion in June
2026, 57% higher than in
May, and 36% higher than
in June last year.

Outward FDI by Indian
firms, on the other hand,
fell to $2.1 billion during
this period, down 13% over
May 2026 and 30% lower
than in June 2025,




Topic
Period

Gross FDI inflows

Record

Growth
YoY comparison
Gross FDI outflows

Net FDI — quarter
June gross inflow

Other important
sectors

Source of data

English
April-June 2026 quarter (Q1 FY 2026-27)
India received $30.7 billion in gross FDI

Highest quarterly gross FDI inflow in at least 15
years

Gross inflows were nearly 46% higher than Jan—
Mar 2026

Around 15% higher than April-June 2025
$22.8 billion during April-June 2026

Approximately $7.8 billion
$9.3 billion

Electricity generation, computer and
communication services

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

fgal
U5 2026 fHET (Q1 FY 2026-27)
YR B 30.7 3RT SIAX DI bl FDI U G

HU-I-HH 15 9UT & Jaife faaE! g d Fo

qhd YATg SHARI-AT 2026 B JAT H TTHT 46%

3T 38T
TS 2025 BT T H TIHT 15% AP
YT 2026 H 22.8 3RT TG B IHd

fHTE BT YG FDI TTHT 7.8 3R ST
S T ghdl FDI 9.3 3RE SIaX

foqgd IaTes, HeeR Td HER ard
URdIg Rord e (RBI)




June net FDI

June direct-investment
outflows

Repatriation/disinvestment

Outward FDI by Indian firms

Major source countries

Leading sector

Positive by $1.3 billion

$7.9 billion

$5.8 billion in June

Fell to $2.1 billion in June

Singapore, Netherlands, USA
and Canada together
contributed about 74% of
June inflows

Manufacturing received the
highest share

S H Y FDI +1.3 3RS
STAR

S A g Rd sfedareg
7.9 3Rd SI¢lY

S H geradH/fafaw 5.8
3Rd STelY

WWW outward
FDI ST H YT 2.1 3RT

STdR

R, Hlexdls, smfva
IR pATSA FTUARISH &P
AITHIT 74% FDI inflows

faferator &x &1 galfds
IRESIRE]]




Concept

Gross FDI Inflow

Repatriation

Outward FDI

Net FDI

Positive Net FDI

Negative Net FDI

English

Total direct investment entering India
before accounting for investment
leaving/repatriation

Foreign investors take previously
invested capital/proceeds back abroad

Indian companies invest directly in
businesses/assets abroad

Broadly, inward FDI minus relevant
outward/repatriated direct-investment
flows

More direct investment is entering than
leaving

Relevant direct-investment outflows
exceed inflows

fgal
ST S aTd FaR/ydTad &l geH I
Ugd YR | 31T $of gaes fae=h faw

fgq=h Fawe U+t ugd o &1 15
GoRITRT AT faeer o §a @

YR Hyuf-r faeen o
%o‘trﬁu‘rfcrhﬂtﬁ%u‘rﬁw&rﬁamm—cﬁ

9% 9 J inward FDI & 9§ Iefed

outward/repatriated investment geH &

CIFCEIREEEY

T8 S & a1 | 31 g faw
%ﬂﬁ&n?ﬁ%

Hefdd vcaef (Ao gdre # 3 ¥ 31fde
NSRS IR G




Parameter
Full form
Nature

Investment

Management influence
Stability

Liquidity

Exit

Common description

BoP

FDI

Foreign Direct Investment
Te fae=it fRaw

Long-term strategic investment

Business, factories, subsidiaries,
equity with lasting interest

Usually greater

Relatively stable

Lower

Comparatively difficult
Long-term/"sticky" capital

Financial account

FPI
Foreign Portfolio Investment

faa=it qréwiferal o

Primarily financial investment
Shares, bonds and other securities

Generally limited

More volatile

Higher

Comparatively easy

Can behave like "hot money"

Financial account



4. Why Is the $30.7 Billion Figure Important?

Significance English fect @)

15-year high Signals exceptionally strong gross HATYROT Y J AT T fageft fAder yare
investment entry BT Hbd

Manufacturing Strong manufacturing inflows can fafaator & fAder 3cacA emar 9@M | WERI®

support productive capacity

Employment Greenfield manufacturing FDI can create Greenfield manufacturing FDI Uc&I& @
direct and indirect employment el AR U1 B2 AhdT &

Technology FDI can facilitate technology and FDI ddpHtd 3R Ve AT g3didor /
managerial know-how transfer HEdDH

Exports Global firms can integrate India with afedes HufAal HRd &I Global Value Chains @
global value chains 3i1S Fpdt

BoP Stable capital inflows can help finance R Y3t warg argl YT Aragdari § °Heg
external-account requirements B IHATE

Investor confidence Sustained inflows can indicate WMAR FDI ¥MRd &1 gidfasTal gfig A fAders! &

confidence in India's long-term growth faeary &1 Whd & Adbdr &



5. But Why Gross FDI Alone Does NOT Tell the Full Story?

This is an excellent UPSC/RAS Mains analytical point.

Positive Headline Necessary Qualification

Gross FDI = $30.7 bn Gross FDI does not equal net FDI

Highest in 15 years Outflows were also substantial

Strong foreign interest Investors can simultaneously repatriate earlier investments
Manufacturing led inflows Quality and nature of projects also matter

Net FDI positive At $7.8 bn, it was much smaller than gross inflow

Strong June inflow June direct-investment outflows were still $7.9 bn
Therefore:

Gross FDI tells us how much entered. Net FDI gives a better picture of the balance between
investment entering and leaving.



* With reference to India's FDI during April-June 2026,
consider the following statements:

* Gross FDI inflows were $30.7 billion.

* This represented the highest quarterly level in at least 15
years.

* Net FDI during the quarter was approximately $7.8 billion.

* Manufacturing received the highest sectoral share of
inflows.

e Which of the above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4
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Meta reaches $17-bn settlement with
USS. in trial over social media addiction

Associated Press
OAKLAND

Meta has agreed to pay $17
billion and add child-safety
measures to its Facebook
and Instagram platforms to
end a landmark trial over
teen social media addic-
tion and settle claims filed
by 47 U.S. states, state at-
torneys-general an-
nounced on Wednesday.
California, Colorado,
Kentucky and New Jersey
were among 29 states that
sued the tech giant in 2023,
but the deal cuts short the
trial, which was expected
to see CEO Mark Zucker-
berg take the stand before
a jury in federal court in
California.
The agreement is worth
$353 million in Virginia
.
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A protestor holds a banner with the names of nearly 400 young
people who allegedly died from the impacts of social media. AFp

alone and is one of the big-
gest in state consumer pro-
tection history, Attorney-
General Jay Jones said in a
statement.

Meta said in a blog post
that it was “building on our
longstanding efforts to em-
power parents and sup-

port teens”.

“Ensuring teens have a
safe and productive expe-
rience on our platforms is
an absolute imperative for
Meta,” the company said.
“We want to get this right
for parents and teens, and
that’s why we partnered

with state attorneys-gener-
al to set a new industry
standard.”

The company urged its
rivals to adopt similar safe-
ty measures.

The lawsuit accused Me-
ta of contributing to the
youth mental health crisis
by deliberately designing
features that addict chil-
dren to its platforms and
hiding them from the pu-
blic. It also argued that Me-
ta violated federal laws by
routinely collecting data
on children under 13 with-
out their parents’ consent.

Even though Meta has
since added a host of safety
features to Instagram,
child safety experts have
long contended that the
features are little more
than window dressing.

A IN-X



Topic
Company

Country

Settlement

Main issue

Platforms
involved

States involved

Significance

English 1%3?

Meta Platforms, parent of Facebook and Instagram W @TWﬁﬂﬁm Meta Platforms

United States g 1T 3ARBT

Around $17 billion, potentially rising to about $18 billion ~ TTHTT 17 3R SIeIR, HTUH HARI b TGl bRId 18 SR
under the broader arrangement ST dh

Allegations that social-media products were deliberately 3R B Orere g Sewt g RRIRE:
designed in ways that could foster addictive use among ﬁ%mmwmﬁwg

children and teenagers

Facebook and Instagram Facebook GﬁT Instagram

Settlement covers claims involving 47 U.S. states and other THZIA H 47 WW@[@@E@HW qeh TawT
3 SAMYDR

jurisdictions in the broader agreement

One of the largest child-safety/consumer-protection WWW@ S S1 QIN—{j,Q&ﬂ/B'q“-naT‘IT TRE0T BT e
settlements involving a technology company at%wgﬁ?ﬁfr@rw




Original litigation

Major allegation

Privacy issue

Legal status

A coalition of states sued Meta over m%mﬂqﬁ@ &,
youth safety, privacy and platform MU= 3R Wehiy DI
design DR Meta TR GhaHT

Meta allegedly prioritised 3T Meta I 7 ST sl
engagement while failing to %Gﬁ'@ﬁ[ﬁ T : %Q

adequately disclose risks to young o T engagement ﬁmﬂ'&lﬁﬁﬁ
users

Lawsuits also alleged collection of Wﬁff{ 13 99 Y HH gl BT Scl
data from children under 13 without ﬁWW%WW
valid parental consent X b IRIT W I o

N

Settlement is designed to resolve HHLAd] GIQ,» JiObCU—I\I' P! T HA
oy

major litigation; court approval is %ﬁm - Teh YT-d Y- frqu%nq\f’r

relevant to implementation %ﬁtp’f




2. What Was Meta Accused Of? | Meta UR &RIT 31RIT &I?

Allegation

Addictive design

Infinite/continuous
engagement

Youth mental-health

risks

Social comparison

Data collection

Lack of disclosure

Consumer protection

English Explanation

Features were allegedly designed
to maximise repeated and

prolonged engagement

Platform mechanics could
encourage users to keep scrolling

and returning

States alleged that the design
contributed to harms affecting
children and teenagers

Likes, appearance-related content
and other features could intensify
social comparison

Data of children under 13 was
allegedly collected without

adequate parental permission

Meta was accused of failing to
fully disclose known risks

States argued that platform
practices could amount to

deceptive or unfair conduct

fedt @)
IR o5 Brad B! dR-aR 3R &d IHT db 39T g8 & feg
IEEIEGRERIRITI

CBIiH fE3T189 ITANTHhAT3H B @R Jhid B4 3R aud
3 & feT WA &= Jebdr o

Y BT 3MRIT &7 fob WewiH fEsiea A gt 3k fai &
ARG TR TR ABRIHD WHTd UsT

WIgaN, appearance-based content 311G & ATHIGIG a1 96
Jgbdt &

13 a9 A FHH gl BT 3¢l YT hiiTada rgAfa & far
Tehd B3 BT ARY

Meta UR JTd SIfEHT B GF1 SAHBRT ArdsifAd 7 B BT AR

T A BET fd WeHiH B $B TATE YTHE HAdT 3fdd TR

TR 8 Ibdl &




3. What Will Change for Teen Users?

The settlement is important because it does not concern only money—it requires product-design

changes.

Safety Measure

Daily limit

Mandatory pauses

Night restrictions

School-hour protection

Age assurance

Parental controls

Like counts

Personalised feeds

Harmful content

English

Teen use is generally capped at about
2 hours a day under the settlement
framework

Breaks/prompts are introduced during
prolonged use

Teen access can be restricted
overnight

Push notifications restricted during
school hours

Stronger mechanisms to determine
whether users are minors

Parents receive greater
supervision/control options

Social-comparison features such as
like counts can be limited for minors

Greater restrictions on highly
personalised content for teens

Stronger controls for bullying, eating-
disorder, self-harm and other harmful
material

f&et w)

el I BT FHT=IE: @ 2 "2 wfdfeq
A% Hiffa P31 & aaen

@ 3uatt & v fFars pause/prompt

7d & Tuy feei? & I uT widde

el 9T | push notifications HifAa

JuitTesat Ararfern & ar AT, 39 fore Hergg

age-assurance YUTTe!

Ffmae! @ Hits fFaaor 3t et
afaent

Aranfamt & f&T like counts 3t social-
comparison dfaenait @ Hifia fasan smem

far oY & foiw sr=afeies personalised feed W
¥t fAg=or

bullying, eating disorder, self-harm 37fg
|mt & fasg watga fAg=or
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Dimension

Platform design liability

Algorithmic
accountability

Child rights

Consumer protection

Industry precedent

Independent oversight

Digital public health

English

Regulation is shifting from merely policing harmful
posts to scrutinising how platforms themselves are
designed

Companies may face greater responsibility for

recommendation and engagement systems

Digital platforms may have a higher duty of care

toward minors

Product design itself can become a consumer-

protection issue

Other platforms such as TikTok and YouTube may face

pressure to adopt comparable standards

Self-regulation is supplemented by external auditing

Excessive platform use is increasingly being examined
as a societal/public-health issue

fgdt @)
fafFaHa o gifFfeR® content T 3

TGPH WeBhIH &b S8 B ST B IET
g

recommendation d&T engagement
algorithms & f@Q BufFal &1 STaEeet
¢ Tbdl &

fafsiea wewm! R Araifarn & ufd sifts
duty of care g Jpdl &

Y product design IUHTGAT JREUT BT
fasg 94 Fpar &

TikTok 3iR YouTube 3 311 WewiA]
TR A standards 39411 &1 ST

self-regulation & 1 A& auditing &1
ST TR

rfeies Arered HifSAT 3UANT B Idtfdd
ey Adeft o b TUH JATSTIET &



5.Important U.S. Law — COPPA

Children's Online Privacy Protection Act, 1998

Point

Full form

Country

Target group

Core principle

Purpose

English

Children's Online Privacy Protection Act

United States

Primarily protects children under 13 in specified
online contexts

Parental consent is generally required before certain

personal information is collected from children

Protect children's online privacy

f&dt O
Children's Online Privacy Protection
Act

TG rd I ARBT

faehy 3ifaared uRfefaal 7 qead: 13 af
& BH gl BT &M

gl Bl B AfdaTTd BRI Thd B
J Ugat AMI: AHTadh T Jgafd
aTD

gl B HTAATS TAA1IdT bl &M



Exam

UPSC Prelims 2018

UPSC Mains GS-II/1lI
UPSC Mains

UPSC Essay

Ethics GS-IV
UGC-NET / Law

RAS/State PCS

\

Topic/PYQ Theme
Right to Privacy

Data protection and social-media
regulation

Challenges posed by social media and
digital platforms

Technology, human behaviour and
society

Corporate responsibility and ethical
use of technology

Privacy, intermediary liability and
child rights

IT Act, cyber law, privacy and child
protection

Connection

Strong linkage with digital data

Direct conceptual relevance

Governance dimension

Strong essay application

Meta case as a contemporary case
study

Direct legal relevance

Highly probable current-affairs linkage




With reference to the Meta settlement, consider the following

statements:

1. The litigation concerned Facebook and Instagram.

2. Claims included allegations regarding addictive design
affecting minors.

3. Meta agreed only to a monetary settlement and no design
changes.

4. Independent oversight forms part of the new safety
framework.

Which statements are correct?

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 1, 2 and 4 only

C. 2,3 and 4 only

D.1,2,3and 4
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* Ladakh will be the first region to operationalise the caste enumeration
methodology during the second phase of Census 2027 — Population Enumeration (PE).

* Open-Ended Caste Column: Respondents other than Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes are likely to state their caste in an open-ended column.

* Pre-Test Methodology: The caste enumeration methodology was tested during
the Population Enumeration pre-test held from 1-20 July 2026 in 16 States and Union
Territories and is likely to be retained in the final questionnaire.

* Around 40 Parameters: The Population Enumeration schedule is expected to contain
roughly 40 questions covering caste, demographic characteristics and other population-
related information.



Early Enumeration in Snow-Bound Areas: House-to-house Population
Enumeration in Ladakh and designated snow-bound areas of Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand will be conducted from 1-30
September 2026, followed by a revisional round from 1-5 October 2026.

Census 2027: It will be India’s first digital Census, but sensitive defence
establishments along the LAC in Ladakh will be recorded through paper

schedules as “special charges” to avoid geo-tagging and disclosure of
strategic locations.

Lesson from SECC 2011: Unlike the SECC 2011, which generated over 46
lakh caste names through an open-response survey and was conducted
outside the Census Act, 1948, the Census 2027 caste enumeration will be
part of the statutory Census exercise.




Paternity Test In
Matrimonial Dispute




The_ Supreme Court, in a matrimonial dispute involving allegations
of unchastity and disputed paternity, upheld the orders of a lower
Court directing a DNA test of the child. Legitimacy of a Child and
Paternity test Presumption of Legitimacy of a Child: Section 116 of
the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023 a child born during
a valid marriage or within 280 days after its dissolution is conclusively
presumed to be the legitimate child of the husband.

« Section 116 of the BSA, 2023 corresponds to Section 112 of the
Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

« Paternity Test: DNA tests cannot be ordered merely on disputed
paternity claims but courts may direct DNA testing only
in exceptional cases where it is necessary to resolve the
dispute and other evidence is inadequate.


https://www.drishtiias.com/drishti-special/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india

Supreme Court Jurisprudence on DNA Testing

e Goutam Kundu v. State of West Bengal (1993): The Supreme Court held
that DNA/medical tests cannot be ordered as a first resort and require a
strong prima facie case of non-access.

e Banarsi Dass v. Teeku Dutta (2005): The Court ruled that DNA testing should not
be directed routinely and must be limited to exceptional cases.

e Nandlal Wasudeo Badwaik v. Lata Nandlal Badwaik (2014): The Court held that
where scientific evidence conflicts with legal presumptions, scientific truth may
prevail.

e Rohit Shekhar v. Narayan Dutt Tiwari (2014): The Court allowed DNA testing,
prioritising the child’s right to know biological identity over privacy concerns.

e Jvan Rathinam v. Milan Joseph (2025): The Court held that DNA tests require
an “eminent need” and courts must balance privacy, social stigma, and the
child’s interest.



Word of the day

Rebarbative:
serving or tending to repel

Synonyms: irritating, annoying, disturbing,
aggravating

Usa g€ His rebarbative manner annoyed
everyone.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/rebarbative

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /rba:batrv/
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