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Topic English ह िंदी

Event
Catastrophic flash flood in the Nepal–Tibet Himalayan 
border region on 26 August 2026

26 अगस्त 2026 को नेपाल–हिब्बि ह मालयी सीमा के्षत्र में

हिनाशकारी आकस्मिक बाढ़

Major affected 
area

Rasuwa district of Nepal and adjoining Tibet नेपाल का रसुवा जिला िथा हिब्बि से लगा के्षत्र

Important river Bhote Koshi, which flows into the Trishuli river system भोटे कोशी, जोआगे जिशूली नदी तंि में हमलिी  ै

Origin of surge
The destructive surge originated on the Tibetan side of 
the Himalayas

हिनाशकारी जल-मलबा प्रिा की उत्पहि जिमालय के जतब्बती

के्षि से हुई

Likely trigger
Preliminary investigations indicate collapse of glacier/ice-
rock mass and landslide; a seismic trigger is also being 
investigated

प्रारिं हिक जााँच में जिमनद/बर्फ -चट्टान के ढिनेऔर भूस्खलन

की िूहमका सामनेआई; िूकिं पीय कारण की िी जााँच जारी  ै

Nature of disaster
A high-velocity debris-laden flash flood carrying water, 
mud, rocks and ice

पानी, हमट्टी, चट्टानोिंऔर बर्फ से युक्त िीव्र गहि का मलबा-युक्त
फै्लशफ्लड

Death toll
About 157 reported dead in Nepal, with additional deaths 
reported in Tibet; figures remain provisional

नेपाल में लगिग 157 मौतें, हिब्बि में िी मौिें; आाँकडे अिी बदल

सकिे  ैं



Indians affected

At least 133 Indian nationals were 
reported missing/untraceable, many 
connected with the Kailash 
Mansarovar pilgrimage

कम से कम 133 भारतीय नागररक
लापिा/सिंपकफ से बा र बिाए गए, हजनमें
कई कैलाश मानसरोिर याहत्रयोिं से जुडे थे

Infrastructure damage
Roads, bridges, settlements and 
hydropower infrastructure were 
damaged

सडकें , पुल, बस्मियााँ और जलहिद्युि

पररयोजनाएाँ क्षहिग्रि हुईिं

India's response
India offered assistance and 
dispatched humanitarian relief to 
Nepal

िारि ने नेपाल को स ायिा की पेशकश

कीऔर मानिीय रा ि िेजी

Indian states concerned

Bihar and Uttar Pradesh monitored 
downstream rivers because Nepal's 
river systems ultimately connect 
with the Gangetic plains

नेपाल की नहदयााँ गिंगा के मैदानी के्षत्र से

जुडी  ोने के कारण जबिारऔर उत्तर

प्रदेश में हनगरानी बढ़ाई गई







Sequence English ह िंदी

1. Fragile Himalayan terrain
Steep slopes, glaciers, loose 
sediments and fractured rocks make 
the region naturally unstable.

िीव्र ढाल, ह मनद, ढीला मलबा और टूटी

हुई चट्टानें ह मालय कोस्वािाहिकरूप से

अस्मिर बनािी  ैं।

2. Ice/rock collapse
A glacier/ice-rock mass apparently 
collapsed in the high Himalayas.

ऊाँ चे ह मालयी के्षत्र में ह मनद/बर्फ -चट्टान
का हिशाल ह स्सा ढ गया।

3. Avalanche
Ice and rocks rushed rapidly down 
the steep slope.

बर्फ और चट्टानोिं का हिशाल मलबा िेज

गहि से नीचे आया।

4. River interaction
The mass entered the Lhende 
Khola/Bhote Koshi river system.

य मलबा ल्हेंडे खोला/िोटे कोशी नदी
ििंत्र में पहुाँचा।

5. Sediment entrainment
Flow picked up mud, boulders and 
sediment, greatly increasing its 
destructive force.

प्रिा ने हमट्टी, बडे पत्थरऔर िलछटको

साथ हलया, हजससे उसकी हिनाशकारी

शस्मक्त बढ़ गई।

6. Flash flood
A high-speed debris-laden flood 
travelled downstream into Nepal.

मलबे से िरी िेज बाढ़ नेपाल कीओर

नीचे ब ने लगी।

7. Cascading disaster
Bridges, roads, settlements and 
hydropower infrastructure were hit 
simultaneously.

पुल, सडकें , बस्मियााँ और जलहिद्युि

ढााँचे एक साथ प्रिाहिि हुए।



Hazard English Explanation ह िंदी में

Flash Flood
Sudden, rapidly rising flood 
occurring within a short period

बहुि कम समय में अचानकआने िाली

िीव्र बाढ़

GLOF
Glacial Lake Outburst Flood caused 
by sudden release of water stored 
in a glacial lake

ह मनदीय झील का बााँध टूटने से

अचानक पानी हनकलना

Cloudburst
Extremely intense rainfall 
concentrated over a small 
geographical area

छोटे के्षत्र में अत्यहधक िीव्र िर्ाफ

Debris Flow
Fast-moving mixture of water, mud, 
rocks and sediment

पानी, हमट्टी, चट्टानऔर मलबे का िीव्र

प्रिा 

Landslide
Downslope movement of rock/soil 
under gravity

गुरुत्वाकर्फण के कारण चट्टान/हमट्टी का
ढाल से नीचे स्मखसकना

Ice/Rock Avalanche
Rapid downslope movement of ice 
and rock

बर्फ और चट्टानोिं का िेज गहि से नीचे

हगरना



Nepal River/System Indian Connection Exam Point

Karnali Ghaghara Major tributary of Ganga

Narayani Gandak
Important for Bihar & 
eastern UP

Saptakoshi/Koshi Kosi
Major flood-prone river of 
Bihar

Mahakali Sharda/Kali
Forms part of India–Nepal 
boundary

Bagmati Enters Bihar
Important transboundary 
river

Kamla Kamla-Balan system Flood-prone Bihar river

Bhote Koshi–Trishuli 
system

Ultimately linked with 
Narayani/Gandak 
drainage

Relevant to present disaster



Exam / Year PYQ / Theme Connection with Current News

UPSC CSE Mains 2021 – GS III
Differentiate the causes of 
landslides in the Himalayan region 
and Western Ghats.

Very strong – Himalayan slope 
instability, geology and extreme 
rainfall

UPSC CSE Mains 2016 – GS III

The frequency of urban floods due 
to high-intensity rainfall is 
increasing... discuss preparedness 
mechanisms.

Flash-flood preparedness, 
forecasting and mitigation

UPSC CSE Mains 2013 – GS III
How important are vulnerability 
and risk assessment for pre-
disaster management?

Directly applicable to glacial lakes, 
landslides and Himalayan valleys

UPSC Geography/GS recurring 
theme

Himalayan instability, earthquakes, 
landslides and river systems

Provides static geography behind 
the disaster

State PCS/RAS recurring 
geography

Himalayan rivers, Ganga 
tributaries, disaster management 
and climate change

High probability areas for 
prelims/current-affairs integration



• With reference to the 2026 Nepal flash 
flood, consider the following statements:
• The disaster severely affected Nepal's 

Rasuwa region near Tibet. 
• The Bhote Koshi river system was 

affected. 
• Preliminary evidence indicates an 

ice/rock collapse rather than ordinary 
monsoon rainfall alone. 

• At least 133 Indian nationals were 
reported missing/untraceable. 

• Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4







Topic English ह िंदी

Period April–June 2026 quarter (Q1 FY 2026–27) अपै्रल–जून 2026 हिमा ी (Q1 FY 2026–27)

Gross FDI inflows India received $30.7 billion in gross FDI िारि को 30.7 अरब डॉलरका सकल FDI प्राप्त हुआ

Record
Highest quarterly gross FDI inflow in at least 15 
years

कम-से-कम 15 वर्षों में सिाफहधक हिमा ी सकल FDI

Growth
Gross inflows were nearly 46% higher than Jan–
Mar 2026

सकल प्रिा जनिरी–माचफ 2026 की िुलना में लगिग 46% 
अजिक र ा

YoY comparison Around 15% higher than April–June 2025 अपै्रल–जून 2025 की िुलना में लगिग 15% अजिक

Gross FDI outflows $22.8 billion during April–June 2026
अपै्रल–जून 2026 में 22.8 अरब डॉलरका सकल
बह प्रफिा 

Net FDI – quarter Approximately $7.8 billion हिमा ी का शुद्ध FDI लगिग 7.8 अरब डॉलर

June gross inflow $9.3 billion जून में सकल FDI 9.3 अरब डॉलर

Other important 
sectors

Electricity generation, computer and 
communication services

हिद्युि उत्पादन, किं पू्यटर एििं सिंचार सेिाएाँ

Source of data Reserve Bank of India (RBI) िारिीय ररज़िफ बैंक (RBI)



June net FDI Positive by $1.3 billion
जून में शुद्ध FDI +1.3 अरब
डॉलर

June direct-investment 
outflows

$7.9 billion
जून में प्रत्यक्ष हनिेश बह प्रफिा 

7.9 अरब डॉलर

Repatriation/disinvestment $5.8 billion in June
जून में प्रत्याििफन/हिहनिेश 5.8 
अरब डॉलर

Outward FDI by Indian firms Fell to $2.1 billion in June
िारिीय किं पहनयोिं का outward 
FDI जून में घटकर 2.1 अरब
डॉलर

Major source countries

Singapore, Netherlands, USA 
and Canada together 
contributed about 74% of 
June inflows

हसिंगापुर, नीदरलैंड, अमेररका
औरकनाडा ने हमलकर जून के

लगिग 74% FDI inflows हदए

Leading sector
Manufacturing received the 
highest share

जवजनमाफण के्षिको सिाफहधक

ह स्सा हमला



Concept English ह िंदी

Gross FDI Inflow

Total direct investment entering India 

before accounting for investment 

leaving/repatriation

बा र जाने िाले हनिेश/प्रत्याििफन को घटाने से

प ले िारि में आया कुल प्रत्यक्ष हिदेशी हनिेश

Repatriation
Foreign investors take previously 

invested capital/proceeds back abroad
हिदेशी हनिेशक अपनी प ले हनिेश की गई

पूाँजी/राहश िापस हिदेश ले जािे  ैं

Outward FDI
Indian companies invest directly in 

businesses/assets abroad

िारिीय किं पहनयााँ हिदेशोिं में

किं पहनयोिं/पररसिंपहियोिं में प्रत्यक्ष हनिेश करिी

 ैं

Net FDI

Broadly, inward FDI minus relevant 

outward/repatriated direct-investment 

flows

व्यापक रूप से inward FDI में से सिंबिंहधि
outward/repatriated investment घटाने के

बाद बचा हनिेश

Positive Net FDI
More direct investment is entering than 

leaving
बा र जाने की िुलना में अहधक प्रत्यक्ष हनिेश

देश में आ र ा  ै

Negative Net FDI
Relevant direct-investment outflows 

exceed inflows
सिंबिंहधि प्रत्यक्ष हनिेश प्रिा में आने से अहधक

राहश बा र जा र ी  ै



Parameter FDI FPI

Full form Foreign Direct Investment Foreign Portfolio Investment

ह िंदी प्रत्यक्ष हिदेशी हनिेश हिदेशी पोटफर्ोहलयो हनिेश

Nature Long-term strategic investment Primarily financial investment

Investment
Business, factories, subsidiaries, 
equity with lasting interest

Shares, bonds and other securities

Management influence Usually greater Generally limited

Stability Relatively stable More volatile

Liquidity Lower Higher

Exit Comparatively difficult Comparatively easy

Common description Long-term/"sticky" capital Can behave like "hot money"

BoP Financial account Financial account







• With reference to India's FDI during April–June 2026, 
consider the following statements:

• Gross FDI inflows were $30.7 billion. 

• This represented the highest quarterly level in at least 15 
years. 

• Net FDI during the quarter was approximately $7.8 billion. 

• Manufacturing received the highest sectoral share of 
inflows. 

• Which of the above are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4







Topic English ह िंदी

Company Meta Platforms, parent of Facebook and Instagram रे्सबुकऔर इिंस्टाग्राम की मूल किं पनी Meta Platforms

Country United States सिंयुक्त राज्यअमेररका

Settlement
Around $17 billion, potentially rising to about $18 billion
under the broader arrangement

लगिग 17 अरब डॉलर, व्यापकव्यििा के ि िकरीब 18 अरब
डॉलर िक

Main issue
Allegations that social-media products were deliberately 
designed in ways that could foster addictive use among 
children and teenagers

आरोप हक सोशल मीहडया पे्लटर्ॉमफ बच्ोिंऔर हकशोरोिं में लत

िैसी उपयोग प्रवृजत्त बढ़ाने िाले हडजाइन का उपयोग करिे थे

Platforms 
involved

Facebook and Instagram Facebook और Instagram

States involved
Settlement covers claims involving 47 U.S. states and other 
jurisdictions in the broader agreement

समझौिे में 47 अमेररकी राज्ो ं से जुडे दािे िथा व्यापकव्यििा में

अन्य के्षत्राहधकार

Significance
One of the largest child-safety/consumer-protection 
settlements involving a technology company

हकसी टेक किं पनी से जुडा बाल-सुरक्षा/उपिोक्ता सिंरक्षण का सबसे

बडे समझौिोिं में से एक



Original litigation
A coalition of states sued Meta over 
youth safety, privacy and platform 
design

राज्योिं के गठबिंधन ने युिा सुरक्षा, 
गोपनीयिाऔर पे्लटर्ॉमफ हडजाइन को

लेकर Meta पर मुकदमा हकया

Major allegation

Meta allegedly prioritised 
engagement while failing to 
adequately disclose risks to young 
users

आरोप हक Meta ने युिा उपयोगकिाफओिं

के जोस्मखमोिं की पयाफप्त जानकारी हदए

हबना engagement को प्राथहमकिा दी

Privacy issue
Lawsuits also alleged collection of 
data from children under 13 without 
valid parental consent

मुकदमोिं में 13 िर्फ से कम बच्ोिं का डेटा

अहििािकीय स महि के हबना एकत्र

करने केआरोप िी शाहमल थे

Legal status
Settlement is designed to resolve 
major litigation; court approval is 
relevant to implementation

समझौिा बडे मुकदमोिं को समाप्तकरने

के हलए  ै; हियान्वयन में न्याहयक मिंजूरी

म त्त्वपूणफ











Exam Topic/PYQ Theme Connection

UPSC Prelims 2018 Right to Privacy Strong linkage with digital data

UPSC Mains GS-II/III
Data protection and social-media 
regulation

Direct conceptual relevance

UPSC Mains
Challenges posed by social media and 
digital platforms

Governance dimension

UPSC Essay
Technology, human behaviour and 
society

Strong essay application

Ethics GS-IV
Corporate responsibility and ethical 
use of technology

Meta case as a contemporary case 
study

UGC-NET / Law
Privacy, intermediary liability and 
child rights

Direct legal relevance

RAS/State PCS
IT Act, cyber law, privacy and child 
protection

Highly probable current-affairs linkage



With reference to the Meta settlement, consider the following 
statements:
1. The litigation concerned Facebook and Instagram. 
2. Claims included allegations regarding addictive design 

affecting minors. 
3. Meta agreed only to a monetary settlement and no design 

changes. 
4. Independent oversight forms part of the new safety 

framework. 
Which statements are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4



Census 2027: Ladakh to 
Lead Independent India’s 

1st Caste Enumeration



• Ladakh will be the first region to operationalise the caste enumeration 
methodology during the second phase of Census 2027 — Population Enumeration (PE).

• Open-Ended Caste Column: Respondents other than Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes are likely to state their caste in an open-ended column.

• Pre-Test Methodology: The caste enumeration methodology was tested during 
the Population Enumeration pre-test held from 1–20 July 2026 in 16 States and Union 
Territories and is likely to be retained in the final questionnaire.

• Around 40 Parameters: The Population Enumeration schedule is expected to contain 
roughly 40 questions covering caste, demographic characteristics and other population-
related information.



Early Enumeration in Snow-Bound Areas: House-to-house Population 
Enumeration in Ladakh and designated snow-bound areas of Jammu & 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand will be conducted from 1–30 
September 2026, followed by a revisional round from 1–5 October 2026.

Census 2027: It will be India’s first digital Census, but sensitive defence 
establishments along the LAC in Ladakh will be recorded through paper 
schedules as “special charges” to avoid geo-tagging and disclosure of 
strategic locations.

Lesson from SECC 2011: Unlike the SECC 2011, which generated over 46 
lakh caste names through an open-response survey and was conducted 
outside the Census Act, 1948, the Census 2027 caste enumeration will be 
part of the statutory Census exercise.



Paternity Test in 
Matrimonial Dispute



The Supreme Court, in a matrimonial dispute involving allegations

of unchastity and disputed paternity, upheld the orders of a lower

Court directing a DNA test of the child. Legitimacy of a Child and

Paternity test Presumption of Legitimacy of a Child: Section 116 of

the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023 a child born during
a valid marriage or within 280 days after its dissolution is conclusively
presumed to be the legitimate child of the husband.

• Section 116 of the BSA, 2023 corresponds to Section 112 of the 

Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

• Paternity Test: DNA tests cannot be ordered merely on disputed 

paternity claims but courts may direct DNA testing only 
in exceptional cases where it is necessary to resolve the 

dispute and other evidence is inadequate.

https://www.drishtiias.com/drishti-special/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india


Supreme Court Jurisprudence on DNA Testing

• Goutam Kundu v. State of West Bengal (1993): The Supreme Court held 
that DNA/medical tests cannot be ordered as a first resort and require a 
strong prima facie case of non-access.

• Banarsi Dass v. Teeku Dutta (2005): The Court ruled that DNA testing should not 
be directed routinely and must be limited to exceptional cases.

• Nandlal Wasudeo Badwaik v. Lata Nandlal Badwaik (2014): The Court held that 
where scientific evidence conflicts with legal presumptions, scientific truth may 
prevail.

• Rohit Shekhar v. Narayan Dutt Tiwari (2014): The Court allowed DNA testing, 
prioritising the child’s right to know biological identity over privacy concerns.

• Ivan Rathinam v. Milan Joseph (2025): The Court held that DNA tests require 
an “eminent need” and courts must balance privacy, social stigma, and the 
child’s interest.





Thank you 


