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• “You cannot control 
the behavior of 
others, but you can 
always choose how 
you respond to it.”













































































Airport Name City/State Private Partner Govt Partner Mode of PPP

Indira Gandhi International Airport Delhi GMR Group (majority stake) AAI (26% stake) Lease-Operate-Transfer (BOT)

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International 
Airport

Mumbai
Adani Airports (acquired from 
GVK)

AAI Lease (50 years)

Kempegowda International Airport Bengaluru, Karnataka Fairfax India (majority), Siemens Karnataka Govt + AAI Build-Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT)

Rajiv Gandhi International Airport Hyderabad, Telangana GMR Group AAI + Telangana Govt BOOT

Cochin International Airport Kochi, Kerala
CIAL (Public Ltd. company incl. 
NRIs)

Kerala Govt PPP - Equity-based

Thiruvananthapuram Airport Kerala Adani Group (won bid in 2020) AAI Lease (50 years)

Ahmedabad Airport (SVPI) Gujarat Adani Group AAI Lease (50 years)

Lucknow Airport Uttar Pradesh Adani Group AAI Lease (50 years)

Jaipur Airport Rajasthan Adani Group AAI Lease (50 years)

Mangaluru Airport Karnataka Adani Group AAI Lease (50 years)

Guwahati Airport Assam Adani Group AAI Lease (50 years)

Noida International Airport
Jewar, UP (under 
construction)

Zurich Airport Intl AG UP Govt + AAI
DBFOT (Design, Build, Finance, Operate, 
Transfer)



Benefit Explanation

1. Infrastructure Modernization

Private players bring in technology, global 

expertise, and investment for world-class 

terminals, runways, and facilities.

2. Reduced Burden on Government
Shifts capital and operational expenditure from 

the government to the private sector.

3. Improved Efficiency

Private management increases operational 

efficiency, better passenger services, reduced 

delays.

4. Employment Generation
PPP airports generate direct and indirect jobs in 

construction, services, logistics, etc.

5. Better User Experience

Airports like Delhi, Hyderabad, and Bangalore 

show global standards in cleanliness, security, 

and retail.

6. Revenue for Government
Government/AAI earns lease rent, revenue 

share (e.g., per passenger fees, royalty).



Criticism Explanation

1. Monopoly of Few Players
Adani Group controlling 6+ major airports raises concern 
over market concentration.

2. Lack of Transparency in Bidding
Questions over bidding process fairness, especially in 
large leases like AAI airports.

3. High User Charges
Privately managed airports often pass costs to 
passengers via higher UDF/PSF charges.

4. Job Security Issues
Outsourcing may lead to contractual employment, lack 
of job security for workers.

5. Neglect of Smaller Airports
Private players prefer high-traffic airports, leaving 
regional airports dependent on government.

6. Sovereignty & Security Concerns
Strategic control of aviation infrastructure by private 
(and sometimes foreign-funded) firms can pose national 
security risks.













Aspect Details

Relationship Type Strategic economic partners; each other's largest trade and investment partners

Total Trade (2023) ~$1.2 trillion (goods + services combined)

Exports (EU → USA) ~$500+ billion (mainly machinery, vehicles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals)

Imports (EU ← USA) ~$400+ billion (mainly aircraft, energy products, medical devices, software)

Top EU Exporters to USA Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, France

Top US Exporters to EU Texas, California, Illinois, New York

Services Trade EU is top importer of U.S. digital and financial services

Investment Ties Combined FDI stock > $5 trillion (world’s deepest investment relationship)

Major Trade Disputes Airbus vs Boeing subsidies; Digital services tax; Steel & aluminium tariffs

Trade Agreement
No full FTA; limited agreements (e.g., Mutual Recognition Agreement, T-TIP talks 
stalled)

Current Trends (2024–25) Focus on green tech, semiconductors, digital trade cooperation

Bilateral Forums Trade and Technology Council (TTC), G7, WTO cooperation













Aspect Details

Full Name
Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC)

Adopted 11 December 1997, in Kyoto, Japan

Came into Force 16 February 2005

Objective
Legally binding commitment for industrialized countries to 

reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

Target Gases CO₂, CH₄, N₂O, HFCs, PFCs, SF₆ (6 GHGs)

Commitment Periods 1st: 2008–20122nd: 2013–2020 (Doha Amendment)

Key Principle Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR)

Annex I Countries Developed countries with binding targets

Non-Annex I Countries
Developing countries (e.g., India, China) – No binding emission 

cuts

Market Mechanisms
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), Joint Implementation 

(JI), Emissions Trading

India’s Role
Non-Annex I country – voluntary participation; benefited via 

CDM projects

Criticism
USA did not ratify; Canada withdrew; limited impact due to no 

binding on developing nations

Replaced By Paris Agreement (2015) – Volun





Aspect Hydrogen-Based Train Diesel-Based Train

Fuel Source Hydrogen gas (green/blue/grey hydrogen) Diesel (fossil fuel)

Emissions Zero CO₂ emissions (only water vapor) High CO₂, NOx, and particulate emissions

Environmental Impact Eco-friendly; supports decarbonization goals Pollutes air; contributes to climate change

Operating Cost/km ₹7–10/km (est.) – depends on hydrogen production cost ₹12–15/km (fluctuates with diesel prices)

Fuel Availability Limited; depends on hydrogen infrastructure Widely available

Initial Train Cost High (₹80–100 crore per train) Moderate (₹15–20 crore per train)

Maintenance Lower (fewer moving parts in fuel cell systems) Higher (engine wear, emissions systems)

Safety Safer with modern tanks; hydrogen is highly flammable Flammable but more conventional risk management

Noise Pollution Very low (electric motor) High (diesel engine noise)

Speed & Power Comparable to diesel; early tech can be slower Well-developed; reliable for heavy haul

Carbon Credit Potential High – can earn green incentives & credits None

Use in India (status) Pilot projects by Indian Railways (e.g., Haryana 2023)
Dominant in many zones, especially non-electrified 
routes

Lifespan ~25–30 years (fuel cell dependent) ~20–25 years

Future Viability Promising for green economy, needs infra investment Likely to phase out under climate mandates

























TRACERS Mission



• NASA’s twin TRACERS satellites launched aboard a Falcon 9 to study magnetic 
reconnection and how solar activity affects near-Earth atmosphere.
• TRACERS Mission
• Tandem Reconnection and Cusp Electrodynamics Reconnaissance Satellites 
(TRACERS) mission will fly in low Earth orbit through the polar cusps, funnel-shaped 
holes in the magnetic field, to study magnetic reconnection and its effects in Earth’s 
atmosphere.

• Magnetic reconnection occurs when activity from the Sun interacts with 
Earth’s magnetic field.

• By understanding this process, scientists will be able to better understand and 
prepare for impacts of solar activity on Earth.
•



The Global SPECS Network



• The World Health Organisation (WHO) has launched a global initiative — ‘Global Specs 
2030’ — to ensure that everyone has access to affordable eyecare services by 2030.

• Do you know?
Over 800 million people across the world have vision problems and do not have access to 
eye care.
1. Vision problems affect millions of people worldwide. It not only affects eyesight, but also 
affects education, economic productivity, and overall well-being.
2. Children and adolescents between five and 15 years of age suffer from vision 
impairment and refractive errors.



The Global SPECS Network

It is a network of stakeholders whose mission is to support the WHO SPECS 2030 
initiative through coordinated advocacy and united action across all sectors.

The Global SPECS Network membership application process is open, and eligible 
organizations can apply throughout the year.

Objectives

It aims to unite stakeholders around a shared vision to achieve the 2030 global 
target for refractive error.

It promotes evidence-based advocacy to support WHO’s public health goals and 
raise awareness of refractive error.

It encourages discussion, knowledge sharing, and collaboration among network 
members.



Progress on India’s Climate 
Targets



• India has made remarkable 
progress on its climate 
commitments under the Paris 
Agreement 2015, achieving one of 
its major targets five years ahead of 
schedule and nearing completion 
on the other two.





• The Paris Agreement (2015), adopted 
at COP21, set the goal of limiting global 
warming to well below 2°C, 
preferably 1.5°C. COP26 (Glasgow, 
2021) served as a key milestone to review and 
enhance Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs), reinforcing the Paris Agreement's 
implementation



• What is the Status of India’s Climate 
Commitments?

• Non-Fossil Fuel Capacity: India achieved 
its non-fossil fuel capacity 
target in 2024—five years ahead of 
schedule (2030)—with 242.78 
GW (around 50%) of its 484.82 GW total 
installed capacity from non-fossil 
sources (solar, wind, hydro, nuclear).

•



Carbon Sink: India had pledged to 
create an additional 2.5–3 billion 

tonnes of carbon 
sink through forests and tree 

cover.

• By 2021, it had already 
achieved 2.29 billion tonnes, and 
with a yearly increase of around 
150 million tonnes (2017–2021), 
the total likely crossed 2.5 billion 
tonnes by 2023.

Emissions Intensity: India pledged 
to reduce the emissions intensity of 
its GDP by 45% from 2005 levels by 

2030, and had already achieved 
a 36% reduction by 2020.

• Despite limited recent 
data, current trends suggest India 
is on track to comfortably meet or 
exceed this target.



• What Concerns are Associated with India’s Climate Targets?

• Capacity vs Generation Gap: India achieved 50% non-fossil installed 
capacity in 2024, but only 28% of electricity generated comes from non-fossil 
sources.

• Moreover, just approx 6% of total energy consumption is clean, as fossil fuels 
still dominate sectors like industry, transport, and households.

•



• Heavy Reliance on Solar Energy: 

• In 2024, India set a record by installing 30 GW of renewable energy, with solar alone 
contributing nearly 24 GW. 

• However, wind, hydro, and nuclear sectors continue to grow at a sluggish pace due to 
land acquisition issues, policy delays, and financial hurdles, while China is scaling up 
renewables ten times faster (in the past 2 years).



• Emissions Intensity 
Reduction: The lack of reliable 
emissions data after 2020 hampers 
efforts to monitor 
progress and adjust policies in real 
time.



Kargil Vijay Diwas



India celebrates Kargil Vijay Diwas 
every year on 26th July to honour 
the bravery of Indian soldiers who 

fought in the 1999 Kargil War.

On 26th Kargil Vijay Diwas in 2025, 
the Indian Army launched three 

initiatives to honour soldiers’ 
bravery. These include an e-

shradhanjali portal, a QR code-
based audio app sharing Kargil war 
stories, and a new Line of Control 
(LoC) viewpoint at Batalik sector.



The Kargil War began shortly after 
the Lahore Declaration (1999), when 

Pakistani troops secretly occupied 
strategic heights in the Kargil district, 

Ladakh vacated for winter. In response, 
the Indian Army launched Operation 

Vijay to reclaim the heights in the Kargil 
region of Ladakh.

The IAF carried out Operation Safed 
Sagar, targeting enemy positions on 
rugged peaks, while the Indian Navy 
launched Operation Talwar to exert 

pressure in the Arabian Sea.



The Kargil War Memorial in Dras, 
Ladakh was built in 2000 to honour 

the success of Operation Vijay.

The National War Memorial in Delhi 
honours soldiers from major 

conflicts, including the Sino-Indian 
war in 1962, Indo-Pak wars in 1947, 

1965, and 1971, Indian Peace 
Keeping Force Operations in Sri 
Lanka 1987-90, and the Kargil 

Conflict in 1999.













Thank you ☺


