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Inaid to
rest

Around 4,00,000 people gather

in Rome to say goodbye to the

Argentine pontiff
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India increases its
claim on continental
shelf in Arabian sea
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strike a pandemic deal

after 3 years of talks?
FAQ » PAGE 8

Knight Riders, Kings
share points as match
called off

SPORT » PAGE 13

INSIDE
-~

Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi
sad on Saturday. » PAGE 2
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spaces need
‘revival’: Rahul
HyDERABAD

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday said democratic
politics had fundamentally
undergone = major

across the giobe over the past
decade and stressed the need
for the “revival of democratic
=paces” » PAGE 2

Kerala historian
MLG.S. Narayanan
passes away at 92

KOZIIKODE
Cetebrated for his unfinching

Narayanan or M.G 5., died at
the age of 92 in Kozhikode on
Saturday. » PAGE 3

Two years on,
SMILE barely
reduces

NEW DELS
Two years after the Union.
Social Justice Ministry started
igentifying, surveying, and
profiling people engaged in

Bring Pahalgam attack sponsors to _]ustlce- UNSC

It calls upon ‘all states’ to ‘cooperate actively’ to
bring the perpetrators of the crime to justice

NEW DELHI

he United Nations
Security  Council
(UNSC) on Satur-

day condemned In the

“strongest terms~ the April
22 terror strike at Pahal
Eam in Jammu and Kash-

killed 26, inchsding a Nepa-
I cizgzen.

= members of the
Security Council

milies of the victims and to
lhe Government of India

Government of Ne-
pal said a from

their deepest sympathy
condolences to the fa.

the 15-member council. it
also stressed the need to

Shattered Valley: & CRPF jawan patrolling the banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar on Saturday. IMRAN MSSAR

bring the perpetrators and

in condemning
Chin: a permanent

China, Pak. join rest of the UN body members to l
condemn the terror strike in the ‘strongest terms’

member of the UNSC,
while Pakistan Is a non-

the spe
“cross-border  support.

Prime

Sharif says his

Six houses razed, several
held amid tension at LoC

SRINAGAR

The crackdown in J&X in
the wake of the Pahalgam
tesror attack continued on
as six more
Frotpies of alleged active

down in controlled blases

50 far. Over 100 residences
of supporters were ral
hund

detained.
Skirmishes by Pakistan

government is ready for a ‘neutral’ investigation

“underlined the

e 01
countabls and hring them
to justice.™

‘Serious threat”
The UNSC called upon “all
states” to “cooperate ac-

Forelgn Secretary Vikram
Atisri had briefed G-20 en-
voys about
1 %

volvement
based el

Army postsalongthe Line  tively” with the Indian

of Control for the

the second day. perpetrators of the crime

to justice. “The members

FULL REPORT OM of the Security Council

»PAGE S reaffirmed that terrorism

in all its forms and manif-

estations constitutes one of

Separately,  Pakistan  the most serious threats to

Prime Minister Shehbaz international peace and se-
Sharif vernment  curity,” the UNSC said_

said his gow
is open to a neutral investi-
gation info the attack.

The Security Council

RELATED REPORTS ON
*»PAGES3, 4,853

Harbour borrer: Rescue workers at the blast-hit Shabid Rajes port in Iran on Ssturday. AFP

Eight killed, 750 injured in blast linked
to miissile fuel shipment at Iranian port

MUSCAT

A massive explosion and

that “our security services
are on high alert given past
instances of attempted sa-
botage and assassination

fire rocked a port '
in southern Iran purpori-
edly linked to a shipment

o
provoke a  legitimate
nse.

=<l e programme has so respo: =
far menned cnly 9,958 such of Ga chemlml ingredient The port had taken in a
Indihcats and onty 370 have s make missile pro- pment of ~sodium
been rehabditated. » PAGE 5 pelhnl. Eillog atghic pao-. chiloesta” xeickar fal" -y
ple and uring around March, private security
750 othe: firm Ambrey said.
The blast at the Shahia
. Korean troops Rajael port
' d to lran.\;l'.:dme us. nmlt;: The fufellsp(j:'( nf:’shlp
Saturday in Oman for ment from China by two
Kursk: Russia third round of negotiations vasels to Iran first report-
over Tehran's rapidly ad- n January by the Finan-
Moscow ancing nuclear clal Times. The fuel was go-

T futasbis Aty s s

participation In the conflict for
the first time. » PAGE 12

cm
*

programme.
While no one in tran
ourright suggest
ion came from
tack, even iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas
who is Jeading the talks. on
Wednesday acknowledged

ing to be used to replenish
tran's misstle stocks, which
had been depleted by its
direct

The blast happened
as Iran and the Us

Oman for the third
round of negotiations
over Tchran's

dling of a shipment of solid
fuel insended for use in tea-
ian ballistic missiles.” Am-
beey said.
Ship-tracking data put
one of the vessels belleved
the chemical

particularly after the Bei-
rut port blast in 2020.
That n, caused

ex)
by the ignition of

of tonnes of highly explo-
sive ammonium nitrate,

reate sotid fuel.

Investigation launched
Social media footage of the

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
set to restart by June-end
this year after six-year gap

NEW DELHI
Six years after the pilgrim-
age was last flagged off, the
Xa Mansarovar Yatra
will restare with about 750

ugust.
the Ministry o Externst AF
fairs (MEA) announced on
sa  The first batch of
pilgrims are expected to
travel out of Delhi on June
30, indicating a few weeks®

delay compared with the
previous years when they
woul, in early J
oeiThe pilerimage, which
began in 1981 un-
et a bilatesal agreement,
was ed by the Chi-
ne: nt due to

w©
Id.l.llng am:l tensions at the
Actual Control

ngong.
The resumption of the
Mansarovar Yatra is one of

The pilgrimage was suspended by China due to the pandemic in
2020 and remained so due 1o DOTder LNSKINS. SADHIA SANTHANAM

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi jinping in Kazan
the two sides

grimage was discussed at
Thany high level meetngs,
and agreed upon during a
iske to Beijing by Foreign

tary Vikram Misri in
January this year. Since
then, officials have held

the formal agreement on

the first such s
nalling the restoration of
tes between coun-

e the

using different mechan-

isms including the Working
for Coord

tries. Other . in-
duding restoration of di-
rect flights, resumption of
visas in all categories, and

ing :he war o i Haan
the G.

“The fire was reportedly
the result of improper han-

It's unclear why Iran
wouldnt have moved the

on media and
Shahid Rajael saw lish- tank experts, are also
hued smoke rising from | being discussed by Delhi
the fire just before the det- | and Beijing.
onation. t suggests a There are also discus-
ng | sions a o r
involved in the blast. events to mark 75 years of
The Interfor Ministry tes between India and
sasd that it launched an in- China.
vestigation into the blast. After talks between

ton and Consultation ar
the India-China Border
(WMOOC).

750 pilgrims, 2 routes
The MEA announced that
both routes — via Lipulekh

or “yatris” between june

restart of
Mansarovar pil-

and 2025, with five
batches of 50 pilgrims each

grims each through Nathu

“The Yatris will be se-
lectad from among appi-

of up 10 19,500
According to the web-
site for applicants, kmy.go-
Vin, the tip via Lipulekh

son. te via Nas
La. which is more motora-
ble and sulable for senior

tizens, cost t2.83

Izkh acmum:ng for highes
airfares and accommoda

tion on the trip via Sikkim.
Both routes will take about
three weeks.
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B India raises continental-shelf s ol
- (3 - ] over airspace
claim in Arabian Sea region cesié e
km to its origi im in the central Arabian S this helps India skirt the
maritime botder dispute “'Ilh Pakls!an which led to the rejection of the entirety of its 2009 daim in the same region NEW DELHI

Me;
Festivalon May 2 and 3

The State of Meghalaya will host a two-
vlbeflym

Stra

a to host Strawbe

ad on May 2and 3. akned at

rural
through a range of cultural and recreational
activities. The festival will take

place

acrass o Syntung
In East Khasi Hills, Sohliya in Ri-Bhoi dlsﬂ'lcl_ and
Darechigre in West Garo Hills — areas where

s seen

s'l'uvnh in recent years. ~Visitors will be provided

experien:
an official

to péck fresh
e o the Beide s and an immersive
ce to connect with the

said.

way of life.”

BJP MLA booked for hurting
religious sentiments in Jaipur

1n the wake of the terrorist attack in J&K's
Pahalgam,

MLAs Rafiq Khan and Amin Kagzi as
Rolice Commiasionss B Cenrpe Jonepl eactist
the spot and contatned the

suation

Need to rebuild Meitei

Thadou ties in Manipur: TIM

and rebuilding trust as
Communities i the multicthnic State. It
Sondernzd

the “widespread

The Thadou Inpd Manipur (TIAD, an apex body of
e Thadou tri

emphasised

community, has
the need to rebulld and strengthen cohfidence
and er ing between the and

human rights
by Kuki

uupzemadsx groups™.

NEW DELHI

ndia has increased its
claim in the central
Arabian Sea, as part of
its ~extended tal
shelf~

re
fied an earlier claim to
avoid a long-standing dis-
pute with Pakistan over the
maritime boundary bet-
ween the two countries,

with the United Nations.
Coastal countries have
an

Bsn.whn:hgnesex-
clustve mining and fishing
rghts, up to 200 nautical

ey addll:h:n To this, such
for

dy. called the Commission
on the Limits of the Conti-
nental Shelf (CLCS), !.ha!
this claimed area exxn
unbroken from their S
I the the

All of this oceanic area is
considered part of a coun-
TEVN e cxeietriaca el
shelf. This gives

rghts to  commercially
mine for valuable miner-
als, polymetallic nodules
and oll reserves. India al-

EEZ measured from

ready has 12 nautical miles
of territorial sea and 200
nautical miles of the EEZ
measured  from  the
baselines.

“with the anticipated

EEZ, a’s seabed and
sub area would -
come all equal 1o its

Mnonal centne for Polar
and Ocezn Research
(NCPOR),

Tradia rmade fts rst clatm
in 2009 in vast si s Of
sea spanning the Bay of

v SoNE I

Bengal, Indian Ocean and
the Ar:

: India akeady has 12 nautical miles of terrtonal sea and 200 nautical miles of the
the basslines to its credit. V1%

the Sir Creek. a strip of wa-
ter in the marshes of the

of Kutch in Gujarat.
The creek r sepa-
rates the Kutch region in
india and Pakistan’s sindh

mi
overlapped with a mari-
time border that was un-
der

Specifically. this re-
ferred to a dispute bet-
ween the countries over

province. While India
these objec-

tons, the net result was
that n March
5 nej ected the entirery

i fm in the Ara-

e reglon. Howsver,

Mlnlslry of Earth Sciences
(MOES), is to ensure

Ia <claim in the central
Arabian Sea region is not

en the two coun(ﬂes have
agreement in place
Since 2010 that while the

The Directorate General of
(DGCA) on

having longer flying time
due to the Pakistan air-
losure.

Pakistan has closed its
airspace for Indian alr-

service and support readi-

mental coordination.

proactively
about the change in rout-
ing and revised total ex-
pected travel time. Also,

western Arabian Sea) into
two “partial ones”. Dol
so, said an official in the

have faced contests by
Myanmar and Sri Lanka.

lines
tering uplift is
based on actual expec
block time.

Two years on, SMILE barely reduces
beggary, rescues only 970 persons

NEW DELHI

Two years after the Union
Justice  Minisery

men (NCW) has

1l Commission
cognisance ol‘comphmts over the alleged
issuance

taken c
harassment and
al women teax:hen in Uttar

. the

formal notice to the District
. directing a detailed inquiry and the
thin seven days. In its

termination i

s district, Acting upon reports published
in local newspapers, the Commission

issued a
ate of

Adhikari (BSA). It termed the actions of the BSA
as “misuse of official son~ and ~violation of
women's rights™.

SUDOKU

5 3

o

ot

a

22 [N OIN=IhO

i n compari.
son, the 2011 Census had
rec dedz h s

records i av.uable
with lhe Ministry, whi
runs th e vt

. Of those rehabilitac-
ed, 352 were children.
The SMILE scheme was

Welfare Stadlth
estimated that over 662
Lakh households in rural
india rely on begging.
charity or aims.
Accordi

get of the scheme was to

10,
beggng across 81 towns and cities. % RAGESH

launched in 2022. One of

its comy nts was the
sub-scheme to identify,
profile, and r e in-

dividuals engaged n
act of begging. with their
consaen(. The

beggary”. The
ponent is the empower-

ment of transgender

rsons.
Phase I of the scheme

Srinagar, and Jatsalmer. In
Phase more cities
were added to this ise.

at least 8,000
people in Ihe theee years
between FY and

FY ZOE—
“The latest guidelines for

the sub-scheme

loca

as of December 31, 2024,
the government had spent
47 crore on this
scheme.

Plea in SC challenges
exclusion of divorced
men from surrogacy

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has

the response of the
Centre on a pedtion filed
by =

(right to equality) and 21
(x@l to a dignified life) of
the Constitution.

The pesitioner, repre-
sented by advocate Mohini
the court for a

Jjudscial

man_claiming

of his
right to exercise his consti-
right

single
hhs right to be a
ent

to

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice BV. Nagarathna issued
notice to the Union. -

and become a biological

Single, divorced men from
avalling surrogacy under
the y (egulation)
Act, 2021, whh(h ricts

eligibilicy solely to lega]]y

married couples and wi-
Aowed -or divarced -
men, therel

rogacy was unjustly,
tonally and arbitrarily de-

nied solely on the grounds
of gender and marizal sta-
tus, despite the very same

by
Rindamental rights of the
petitioner under Articles 14

Act
divorced women aged 35-
45 to access surrogacy.

NCERT compresses three subjects into one book for Class 7

NEW DELHI

The new social science
textbook for Class 7 pu.
blished by the Nasional
Council of l-_dumdonn‘ Re-
search Training
e

phy. and social pol
«cal life. Students in Classes
4 and 7 are getting new
textbooks for the academic
year 202526

Class 7 students will get
a sclence text,
tifled Exploring Society - n-

The NCERT was Hkely to re-

art of

lease the s

and the people™; “Tapes-
try of the past™; "Our cultu-
ral heritage and knowledge

and democracy™; and
~Economic life around us™.

Part 1 timeline
While the previor
hi;

the marks used
over letters to encourage
the correct

of Sanskrit words.
whﬂe the old mm»ok
Persian_chroni-
Gler Mlnluj I-Siraaj, Mugh-
al Emperor Babur, an,
14th  century poet s
used the terms
tan” and “Hind"~, d\e new
he ori-

eatures
Sanskrit terms along with

#ins of Bharat, and india.

Some of these changes
follow from the revisions
made to Class 6 textbooks

chapter dedicated to select
indian

cluded in Part 2 of the new
Class 7

the 7th and 12th century

e tn o vowie baxk e

No sultans, Mughals
The older Class 7 textbook
also covered the rise of the

Ancient
The new

on
the “Tapestry of the past~
has four chapters dedicat-
ed to history. The fourth
chapter, “New neginnings:
cities and states”,

Delhi
the 12th and 15th centuries,

nate and the Mughals at
least in the first half of
Class 7. It remains to be
seen whether these chap-
ters of the consequent his-
torical timeline will be in-

Iya's a
picture of the Rajgir ruins
from empire.
It_introduces the conc

of the fanap: and Ma-
hajanapadas, including

Pataliputra, the rise of Ma-
gadha, the Mauryas, the
Greek 1nvasion, and the
reign of Ashoka.

—+




Meghalaya to host Strawberry

Festival on May 2 and 3

The State of Meghalaya will host a two-day
Strawberry festival on May 2 and 3, aimed at
promoting agro-tourism and rural livelihoods
through a range of cultural and recreational
activities. The festival will take place
simultaneously across three locations — Syntung
in East Khasi Hills, Sohliya in Ri-Bhoi district, and
Darechigre in West Garo Hills — areas where
strawberry cultivation has seen significant
growth in recent years. “Visitors will be provided
with the opportunity to pick fresh strawberries
straight from the fields and an immersive
experience to connect with the rural way of life,”
an official said.




& Main Attractions of the Festival

Strawberry Picking Experience: Tourists are allowed to pick fresh strawberries directly from farms.
Exhibitions & Stalls: Local products like jams, jellies, wines, pickles, and handicrafts.
Cultural Performances: Traditional Khasi dance and music, showcasing local culture.

Agri Workshops: Guidance on strawberry cultivation techniques, use of drip irrigation, and organic

farming methods.

Interaction with Farmers: Knowledge sharing about strawberry farming challenges and success

stories.




& Economic & Social Importance

Boosts Farmer Income: Direct sale opportunities during the festival.
Promotes Women Empowerment: Many women participate in farming and processing strawberries.

Tourism Promotion: Helps attract tourists to Meghalaya beyond the usual scenic spots like Shillong

and Cherrapunjee.

Supports Rural Economy: Encourages youth participation in horticulture as a sustainable livelihood.

1l Government Involvement

e Organised under the umbrella of the Meghalaya Horticulture Mission.
e Support from the Department of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, Meghalaya.

e Integration with the "Mission Organic Meghalaya" to promote organic farming.




State/Region

Maharashtra

W ELEIEVE

Uttarakhand

Himachal
Pradesh

Place

Mahabaleshwar

Sohliya, Ri-Bhoi

Nainital,

Ramgarh

Solan, Sirmaur

Highlights

Largest strawberry-producing region in India; famous for Mahabaleshwar

Strawberry Festival (Jan—Feb)

Known as the Strawberry Festival of Meghalaya, supported by the State

Horticulture Department

Local strawberry fairs to promote horticulture and tourism

Strawberry farming events and local fruit exhibitions




Y

& Potassium in strawberries dilates blood vessels

@ Strawberries decrease total and low-density
lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol

&@ Increase vascular relaxation and tone

@ Decrease inflammation and
oxidative stress

%@ Decrease insulin resistance
and blood sugar

@ Polyphenols in strawberrie
can modulate brain
inflammation and
improve cognitive
outcomes.

Image: Freepik



= Top 5 Strawberry Producing States in India

Rank

State

Maharashtra

Meghalaya

Uttarakhand

Himachal
Pradesh

West Bengal /
Sikkim

Major Growing Areas

Mahabaleshwar,

Panchgani, Wai

Sohliya (Ri-Bhoi district)

Nainital, Ramgarh,

Mukteshwar

Solan, Sirmaur, Kullu

Kalimpong, Darjeeling

(emerging areas)

Highlights

Contributes 85% of India's production;

Mahabaleshwar strawberry has Gl Tag

Known for organic strawberry farming; famous

Strawberry Festival

Suitable climate for high-quality strawberries

Expansion under horticulture programs

Strawberry farming promoted under cold climate

horticulture
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e; laya to host Strawbe
Festivalon Mav 2and 3

The State of Meghalaya will host a two-day
wherry festival on Mayzand . abmed at

through a range of cultural andr recreational
uities. The festival will take

yntung
i East Khasi Hills, soh.hya in Ri-Bhoi dls:rk(. and
Darechigre in West Garo Hills — areas where

v has seen
BT in recent s will be provided
with the opp y 1o fresh strawberries
straighs from the fields and an immerst

ce to connect Fural way of life.”
an official said.

BJP MLA booked for hurting
religious sentiments in Jaipu

1in the wake of the terrorist attack in J&K's

ocutside the Jama Masiid.
2nd his supporters allegediy raised
Ot o it ) G s oGS O Tt
mosque premises lale on Friday night. This
angered the people who had gathered to offer
¥riday prayers, and a large number of them
gathered to protest agains the MLA.

the spot and contained the situation.

Need to rebuild Meitei.
Thadou ties in Manipur: TIM

IThe Thadou Inpl Manipur (FIM). an apex body of
nity, has emphasised

India raises continental-shelf
claim in Arabian Sea region

st it added 1

km to its

claim in the central

this helps India skirt the

Arabian Se:
maritime border dispute with Paku.t.m which led to the rejection of the entirety of its 2009 daim in the same region

NEW DELHI

ndia has increassd i
<laim the central
Seabian s Sea, as part of

Coastal countries have
an

zone (EX2), which gives ex-

provided they
cally establish to 2 UN bo-
dy. called the Commission
on the Limits of the Conti-
nental Shelf {(CLCS), that
this claimed area extends
unbroken grom their land-
mass way to the

All of this oceanic area is

als, polymetallic nodules
and oil reserves. India al-

EEZ measured from the baselines to its cradit. VL&Y SORE I

ready has 12 nautical miles
of territorial sea and 200
nautical miles of the EEZ
measured  from  the

ines.
“With the antcipated

sq. km,” according to the
National Centre for Polar
and Ocean Research
NCPOR), Goa.

India made its first claim
in 2009 in vast stretches of
sea spanning the Bay of

Indian Ocean and
the Arabian Sea. Due to ge-
ology, the continental shelf
of 2 country can frequendly

= aa il balng
. Pakistan in

2021 ob)eued to
rritory

re-
gions on the grounds that
nearly 100 nautical miles
overlapped with a mari-
unle border that was un-
des

this Te-
ferred to a dispute bet-
ween the countries over

India akeady has 12 nautical miles of territonal sea and 200 nautical miles of the

the Sir Creek, a strip of wa-
ter in the marshes of the
Rann of Kutch in Gujarat.
The creek roughly sepa-
rates the Kurch region in
india and Pakistan’s Sindh
india

ected the entirety
oF tnliat Clakm i the Are.
blan Sea reginn. However,

Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MOES), is to ensure that
iIndia‘s clatm in the central
Arabian Sea region is not
affected.

~counmes can submit

any number partial

" Gverall we have in-
= o m by an
additonal 10,000 sq. km

told The Hindu.
maining part can be dis-
cussed  bilaterally. This
strategy Is part of our ap-
proach to ensure that at
feast he without
dispute, and which is yery

valuable, is rded
e

DGCA puts
out advisory
over airspace
restrictions

NEW DELHS

The Directorate General of
DGCA) on

proper  communication
and in-flight catering ser-
vices to s as in-

o were
having longer flying time
due to the P i
space

an has closed its

airspace for Indian air-

lines, resulting in longer
hours

pre-flight passenger com-
in- cater-

us~ of
MOES, such as the NCPOR,
have played a key role in
the technical aspects of de-

termining _India’s conti-
nental shelf-
me parts of Indias

continental shelf claims in
the Arablan Sea overiap
owey-

er, the two counules have
agreem in place
Since 2010 that while the

ing and comfort, medical
preparedness and alterna-

about the change in rout-
lng an total
ected travel time. Also,
of a techni-

gives lee
way to countries to submit
“modified claims"_

Is in response to this

ing
so, said an official in the

shelf

them is yet to be delimized,
it &5 “not under dispure”.

India has claimed about
300,000 square km in the
Bay of Bengal and the In-
hzm Sanedt - conts by
Myanmar and Sri Lanka_

cal stop at an intermediate
airport should be informed
to the passengers.

According to DGCA, afr-
lines must ensure that ca-
tering uplift is revised
based on actual expected
block time.

Two years on, SMILE barely reduces
beggary, rescues only 970 persons

NEW DELHI

Two years after the Union

ng.
engaged in begging under

‘The National Commission for Women (NCW) has

taken cognisance of complaints over the alleged
and notices

to several women teachers in Uttar Pradesh's

~ and 'viohﬂun of
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individ
andlawnswhere it is being

son, the 2011 (_ens-us
recorded 3.72 lakh beggars

country.
As per records available

than 10,
begpng across 81 towns 2nd cities. X RAGESH

launched in 2022 One of
its components was the

scheme to  identify,
profile, and rzhzblliuue in-

970
bilitated. as of De:
OF those rehabilitac.

ace of begging, » ekt thelr
consent. dea was to
S ideaited taban

beggary”. The other com-
ponent is the empower-

ment  of

persons.
Phase 1 of the scheme

was started across 30 ci-

transgender

ties, including Ayodhya,
har: la, » Gir
Somnath, Giridih, New

abad,

Delhi, Kolkata, Hyder:
L

N 3

Madurai, Kochi,

Srlnaga.r and Jaisalmer. In
Phase SO more cities
rire added to this st

The  Socio-Economic
and Caste Census of 2011,
1 Justice Mi-

ted that over 6.
takh households in rural
n rely on

or alms.

rehabilitate at least 8,000
in the three years
between FY 2023-24 and

Plea in SC challenges
exclusion of divorced
men from surrogacy

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
sought the response of the
Centre on a petition filed
by 3a

(right to equality) and 21
(right to a dignified life) of
the Constitution.

Priva, urged he court for a
1 f his

and single man claiming
his right to be a

Jjudscial
right to exercise his mnsd—
right

parent thr,

ough

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice BV. Nagarathna issued
notice to the Unlon govern-
ment on the plea by Benga-
luru resident, Maheshwara
ALV.. who said it was un-
exclude

Sngle, divorced men from
availing surrogac

fundamental rights of the
petitioner under Articles 14

become a biological

divorced men to a\xﬂ gur-
rogacy unjustly,

donaity and arbilrarﬂy de-
nied sol

e grounds
of gender and marital sta-
s, very same
Act expressly permitting
divorced women aged 35-
45 to access surTogacy.

NCERT compresses three subjects into one book for Class 7
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phy. and social and politi-
cal life. Students in Classes
4 and 7 are getting new
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try of the past™; “Our cultu-
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NCERT compresses three subjects into one book for Class 7

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The new social science
textbook for Class 7 pu-
blished by the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training
(NCERT) has shrunk what
were earlier three separate
books for history, geogra-
phy, and social and politi-
cal life. Students in Classes
4 and 7 are getting new
textbooks for the academic
year 2025-26.

Class 7 students will get
a single social science text,
titled Exploring Society - In-
dia and Beyond (Part 1).
The new book replaces
three earlier books: Our
Pasts - II for History, Social
and Political Life (a new
subject, earlier introduced
in middle school, which re-
places civics), and Our En-
vironment for Geography.

A senior official involved
with formulation of new
textbooks told The Hindu
the NCERT was likely to re-

lease the second part of
the book, titled Exploring
Society - India and Beyond
(Part 2), for Class 7 in up-
coming months. “Part 1 on-
ly covers six months’
worth of social science stu-
dy for Class 7, and Part 2 is
being envisioned for the
next six months.”

The new book is struc-
tured around five themes:
“India and the world: land
and the people”; “Tapes-
try of the past”; “Our cultu-
ral heritage and knowledge
traditions”; “Governance
and democracy”; and
“Economic life around us”.

Part 1 timeline

While the previous Class 7
history textbook started its
account at the 7th century
AD, Part 1 of the new text-
book covers the earlier pe-
riod from 1900 BCE to 300
BCE and culminates with
the period between the 6th
and 9th century AD. The
text also features many
Sanskrit terms along with

(Part 1); second part is likely to be released soon. FILE PHOTO

diacritics, the marks used
over letters to encourage
the correct pronunciation
of Sanskrit words.

While the old textbook
mentions Persian chroni-
cler Minhaj-I-Siraaj, Mugh-
al Emperor Babur, and the
14th century poet who
used the terms “Hindus-
tan” and “Hind”, the new
textbook mentions the ori-
gins of Bharat, and India.

Some of these changes
follow from the revisions
made to Class 6 textbooks

I

last year. The old Class 6
history textbook had co-
vered the kingdoms of an-
cient India in detail, but
this content was left out of
the new Class 6 textbook
and has now been includ-
ed in the Class 7 text in-
stead. The new Class 7 text-
book’s history content
deals in detail with ancient
India and ends with the fall
of the Gupta Empire bet-
ween the 5th and 6th cen-
tury AD. The old Class 7
textbook only had one

chapter dedicated to select
Indian dynasties, between
the 7th and 12th century
AD and did not have as
much in-depth content on
the Mauryan, Gupta and
other regional Indian em-
pires as the new text does.

No sultans, Mughals

The older Class 7 textbook
also covered the rise of the
Delhi Sultanate between
the 12th and 15th centuries,
as the Rajput dynasty gave
way to the onslaught of
early Turkish rulers, the
Khiljis, Tughlags, Sayyids,
and Lodis, and later in the
16th century, to the
Mughals.

Because Part 1 of the
new textbook ends at the
Gupta Empire, students
will not be introduced to
the rise of the Delhi Sulta-
nate and the Mughals at
least in the first half of
Class 7. It remains to be
seen whether these chap-
ters of the consequent his-
torical timeline will be in-

D Y

cluded in Part 2 of the new
Class 7 textbook.

Ancient kingdoms
The new consolidated
book’s second theme on
the “Tapestry of the past”
has four chapters dedicat-
ed to history. The fourth
chapter, “New neginnings:
cities and states”, begins
with a quote from Kauti-
lya’s Arthashastra and a
picture of the Rajgir ruins
from the Magadha empire.
It introduces the concept
of the Janapadas and Ma-
hajanapadas, including
Gandhara, Kuru, Matsya,
Avanti, Chedi, Kosala, Ma-
gadha and so on, dating
back to the end of the 2nd
millennium BCE. There is
also a mention of the Var-
na-Jati system that
emerged from Vedic texts.
The fifth chapter, “The
rise of empires”, mentions
Pataliputra, the rise of Ma-
gadha, the Mauryas, the
Greek Invasion, and the
reign of Ashoka.
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Textbook Implementation Timeline

The textbook is named
'Exploring Society — India and
Beyond (Part 1)".

History, Geography, and Civics
are integrated into one book.

The textbook is designed for
Class 7 students in 2025-26.

Similar changes have already
been implemented for Class 6.

The textbook is divided into two

b 730 .
£ 9 Divided into Two Parts parts for the academic year.

Part 1 of the textbook covers
the first six months of the
academic year.

Part 2 is planned for the
subsequent six months of the
academic year.




Vedic Era

VYD YDED IDED IDED IDED IDES

Janapadas &
Varna-Jati

Early kingdoms and
social structure in
ancient India

6th Century

Mahajanapadas

Rise of major
regional powers in
northern India

Historical Coverage of PEB Part 1

4th Century
BCE

Mauryan
Empire
Unification of India

under Chandragupta
Maurya

326 BCE

Greek Invasion

Alexander's
campaign and its
impact on India

3rd Century
BCE

Ashoka's Reign

Ashoka's conversion
to Buddhism and
reforms

5th-6th
Century AD

Gupta Empire

Golden age of India
with cultural and
scientific
advancements



@ 4. Major Changes Compared to Previous Books:

Old Textbooks Replaced by New Book

Our Pasts-Il (History) Merged into Exploring Society
Social and Political Life-Il (Civics) Merged into Exploring Society

Our Environment (Geography) Merged into Exploring Society

e The older textbook used terms like “Hindustan” and “Hind".

e The new book focuses on the origins of Bharat and India.




= Recent Controversial Changes in NCERT (2023-2024) — Short Summary

Subject

Science

Political

Science

History

Key Changes

- Removed Periodic Table & Darwin’s Evolution from
Class 10.
- Shifted to higher classes.

- Omitted details on Babri Masjid, Ayodhya issue, and

Gujarat riots.

- Mughal court chapters removed from Class 12.

- Reduced content on Partition violence.

- Deleted chapters like Democracy and Diversity,

Challenges to Democracy (Class 10).

Reason Given by NCERT

Reduce content load; overlap with

higher classes.

Post-judgment updates; avoid

sensitive narratives.

Focus on broader historical themes.

Streamlining syllabus.




Economics

Mathematics

Environmental

Studies

Literature

- Reduced content on agriculture's economic

contribution.

- Dropped Pythagorean Theorem from Class 10.

- Cut topics on climate change, pollution (Classes 6-
10).

- Removed works by Dalit writers (Omprakash Valmiki).

Update economic data focus.

Avoid repetition; covered in higher

classes.

Age-appropriate content

rationalization.

No clear official reason provided.
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Business

e 59% stake

in SML Isuzu for ¥555 crore

Mahindra & Mamndra ud. Quaro said it nad

entered int
stake
which is an

presence in
has 2 3% market
=% market

7 ey il

acquire 5.
T SIE. T Lo, (oMLY ot 1650 per e
an outlay of 2555 crore. “The
acquisition &s a step towards establi
35T CV segment, where M&M
share today. as compared to a
t share in the 3.5T LCV segment,’

pro)
shing a

Aurobindo’s biosimilar for
breast cancer gets panel nod

‘Sarvam AL first firm to get
govt. aid to build AI moder

Benglurubased firm to

accesstoa of

units acquired under the

government’s IndiaAl Mission: company says its model will be fluent in Indian languages

ELECTROMICS
COMPONENT

o
Urion 1T Minister Asbrini Vashnaw mlmg(hc

14,000 GPUs in that cluster

oS e B 7 ortal, in New Delhi on Satunday. A

for a period of six months.
is a compusa-

intensive under-

3 modern ones

for secure. popula-
don-scale  deployment,”
Sarvam

350 lasets have been

'
ters, trained on triflions of

are
also almost complemed =

Pharma ¥ CuraTeQ
biosimilar for breast cancer has been
for by
e C for
Human Use of the E an Medicines Agency

Pharma said in a press release. Upon E
c

In July, 1t will be

available across EU member states.

Alembic Pharma commissions
%205 cr. formulations plant

through internal accruals/borrowings. O:

sald it has

existing
zaid in a filing on Saturday ft had multiple

and

their capacitis were being opeimally utilised.

GAIL. CONCOR ink pact for
LNG use for logistics fleet

GAIL (India) and Container Corporation of
have an o i teasunty of

india

e
InChe s et Ton SR st 1 1
Sould resuk in reduced emizsions and lower

of the

operational sasd post signing
AMoU in the presence or of Direceor. Marketing
Sanjay Kumar and CONCOR CMD Sanjay Swarup.

Chola Investment
posts Q4 consolidated
PAT at X1,259.54 crore

roup.
PAT OF 21,065 25 crore dur.

. com
pared with 5,499.16 crore
registered in the year ago.

India Cements turns
314.68 cr. profit in Q4;
revenue declines 3.11%

NEW DELHI

The India Cements Lul on
Saturday reported a conso-

Tidated net profit of T14.68
crore for the quarter end-
ed in March 2025. It had re-
ported a net loss of 260.55
crore in Ja

period a year
ing to a BSE filing.
er, revenue from opera-
3% to

21.197.30 crore in the
March guarter. This was at
21,235.74 crore in the cor-

nzny in the March quarter.

dined 2.52% to 1,255.66
crore in the March quarter.

‘Ather Energy to
deepen distribution,
expand nationwide’

MUBBA

PO bound At Energy

Ld plans t deepen its
electric two-wheeler distri-
bution in South India and
expand its network in the
west, north and eastern

ons.
The company leads the
market in South India, ex-
data

the Ministry of Road Tran-
and Highways
. The firm sold

is 22% of the e2w market
share for the six months.
CRISIL in a report said,
the southern zone alone
accounted for about 33% of
total e2w sales, while 48%
of Ather's experience
centres. or dealership is lo-
cated there, which contri-
buted 65% sales in FY24.

South zone leads
The south zone accounted
for 65,914 of the total
07963 units soId {or the

nonh east :l\d cemml
zones contributed 16,812,
10.471. 7.230 and 6,338 un-

“The firm has 266 dealer-

&

x Energy told The Hin-
du, ~This affords our com-
pany a variety of potential
markets to expand our dis-
tribution network. With
our entry into the conve-

By 329% between Fr22 and
Fr2a. aLe pHoTo

nience scooter segmen
h the

laamch of the

Third party
“We aim to
third-party retailers to ex-
our network of expe-
rtence service centres,
especially in less penetrat-
ed regions. to
custome:

vear-on-year basis to 577
crore from 776 crore. The
firm will continue its
on unit economics, as per
the report.

Capital said Ather's

9% in 9MFY2S from 9%.

RBI slaps penalties on Indian Bank, IOB

HYDERABAD

The Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) has penal-

of more than 2161 crore
on Indian and 263.60
lakh on In Overseas

The penalty on Indian

Bank is for non transfer of
ible amount to Depasi-
tor Education and Aware-
ness Fund within the pre-
scribed  period  an
non-compliance with cer-
tain directions issued by
REI on interest rate on ad.
it Card

vances: |
dlng tothe

MSME sector.
In a filing. Indian Bank

asd it has taken necessary
Preventive actions to avaid
recurrence.
IOB said in a filing that
the penalry of €63.60 lakh
mposed by RBI was

CPCL FY25 net slumps to 174 crore

10.454
@

CHENNAL

i Petroleum Corpo-

with cer-
tain directions fssued by
the central bank on credit
flow to collateral free agri-
cultural loans and lending
o MSMES.

global crude prices.

operations at 71,050 crore
€79.272 crore).

crude thruput of
the Indisn O ©

million tonnes

declared a di-

The Board of Directors
recommended preference
dividend of 6.65% on the

group company
also

during
FY25 was lower at

shares amounting to
233.25 crore for the fiscal.

Indian CCTYV firms likely to benefit
from U.S.-China direct trade war

MUMBAT

The trade war between the

= market
for the device In terms
value. the US. had

allegations of cybersecuri-
ty wviolations, the private
Sdtow et than. B
Inlgh( decline due to
steep tai
With lhls trade war go-
ing on between China il
US.. &t brines in 2 uge op-
portunity for domest
e W i T iy
Us.,” said
F

CCTV, among top three
players in the segment.

“We are working hard
toward how we can get
maximum benefit out of
ft- Mr. Sehgal told The
Hindu.

“Bec: s no
clarity now, we need to see
once all the things sect
oo And take & Sacision,
So, we are seeing a good
number of inguiries com-
ing from ULS_~ he sald.

To start with, the firm
would export to the U.S.
and depending on the op-

%

/ .
Third eye: Chinese firms used to control TS5 of ndia's estimated

12,000 cr. COTV

After the 9th of Aprilall
COTV cameras to be sold
in India have to be
certified as per the new
BIS ER norms

portunity, it may set up a
manufa

Sparsh OCTV
ly set up a subsidiary in

se key markets.

market, waich is Srowing 3t 209 CAGR.

Fns ewoTo

India’s decision to keep

fication body under the Mi-
nistry of Electronics.” he
added.

Railways contract
Stating that

1
He said tis regulation

e wonld lead to o

disation Testing and Quali-
ty Certification (STQC) is
expected to benefit local
firms ike Sparsh, which is

ment has come into force
from April 9, 2025.

New norms
“After the 9th olApnl an

new regulation coming in.
most of the Chinese brands
will not be able to get the
certification. Because they
[BIS] are for lhe
source code and everyth
ing”

Chinese control
Chinese firms control 75%

of India’s estimated
212,000 crore CCTV mar-
ket, which is growing at a
CAGR of 20%.

To cater to the demand,
the company will be invest-
ing 300 crore in three
vears t d_capacity.
This &s projected to grow
over 10 times from 1 mil-

lon unks a year to L million
ymnits 2 month
four £ Sengal sald.

Business as usual

A
e —— e ————————r group's

European recondiLoning St in Is-sur-Tille, centrat eastern France. Is-sur-Tite does not deal with the repair of faulty products whose ife
=pan the user wishes to extend, thanks to the bonus paid by the State. SEB has already approved 200 smail workshops for this purpose. AFF

March air passenger traffic surges 9%

Rohit Vaid
NEW DELHI

Rising demand for air tra-
wvel thanks to the country’s
expanding aviation net-
work accelerated India‘s
domestic passenger traffic
by 879% in March on a
year-on-year

According to Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) data, sche-
duled domestic operators
ferried over 1.45 crore -

sengers € mont

from 1.33 crore in March

2024. On a sequential ba-
sis. the passenger traffic
had grown by 11.04%
Fe

~Passengers carried by
domestic airli during
March were 1.45 crore, as
against 133 crore during
the corresponding period

highest market share
among all domestic air-
lines during the month un-
der review.
“The airline increased its
=3

s%  in rch,  flying

7.20,000 c:
Spicejet saw a modest

increase in market share,

rising from 3.2% in Febru-

March from 0.6% the pre-
% carr,-xng

Amex




‘Sarvam Al first firm to get
govt. aid to build Al model’

Bengaluru-based firm to get access to a pool of graphics processing units acquired under the

government’s IndiaAl Mission; company says its model will be fluent in Indian languages

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

engaluru-based
B Sarvam Al will be
the first company

to receive government sup-
port to build an indigenous
Al large language model
(LLM), Union IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Saturday. He was speaking
at the unveiling of the gui-
delines for the Electronics
Component Manufactur-
ing Scheme (ECMS).
Sarvam Al, founded in
mid-2023, will have access
to a pool of graphics pro-
cessing units (GPUs) ac-
quired under the govern-

sl

Way forward: Union IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw unveiling the

ECMS Guidelines and Portal, in New Delhi on Saturday. AnI

ment’s IndiaAl Mission.
GPUs are essential parts
of developing and deploy-
ing AL Sarvam will have ac-
cess to 400 of the over
14,000 GPUs in that cluster

for a period of six months.

An LLM is a computa-
tionally intensive under-
taking, and modern ones
have billions of parame-
ters, trained on trillions of

“tokens,” a process where
GPUs are key. “The model
will be fluent in Indian lan-
guages, designed for voice,
capable of reasoning, and
ready for secure, popula-
tion-scale deployment,”
Sarvam said.

“350 datasets have been
uploaded in AI Kosh,” a
portal the government has
set up to host structured
data that may be useful for
Al developers in India, Mr.
Vaishnaw said. “The tools
and technologies we had
requested from the IITs
and other institutes to pre-
pare under the India AI Sa-
fety Institute [initiative] are
also almost completed.”



® 1. Key Highlights:

Company Name: Sarvam Al (Bengaluru-based).
Founded: Mid-2023.
Mission: To develop an indigenous Large Language Model (LLM) under the IndiaAl Mission.

Government Support: Through access to GPUs (Graphics Processing Units) acquired by the

government.




? 2. IndiaAl Mission Components:

Facility Purpose

Al Kosh Repository for structured datasets (350 datasets uploaded)

IndiaAl Compute Cluster Over 14,000 GPUs, Sarvam Al to access 400 GPUs for 6

months.

ECMS (Electronics Component Manufacturing Aids in electronics manufacturing, including Al hardware

Scheme) components.




- 3. Importance of GPUs in Al Development:

GPUs are crucial for training LLMs.
Help in processing billions of parameters and tokens.

Essential for reasoning, voice-based models, Indian language fluency, and population-scale

deployment.

»: 4. Features of Sarvam Al's Planned LLM:
e Fluent in multiple Indian languages.
Designed for voice-based applications.

e Capable of reasoning and secure deployment.
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Two T.N. Ministers quit on strong court remarks

SC has made it clear that Senthilbalaji had to make a choice between the Minister’s post and his freedom; Ponmudy ran into trouble after Madras HC took up a petition over a

derogatory speech; Chief Minister M.K. Stalin recommends the induction of former Minister Mano Thangaraj into the Cabinet; swearing-in will be held at the Raj Bhavan today

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

amil Nadu Forest
T Minister K. Ponmu-
dy and Electricity,

Prohibition and Excise Mi-
nister V. Senthilbalaji re-
signed on Sunday night.

A Raj Bhavan release
said Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin has re-
commended  Governor
R.N. Ravi to accept their re-
signation. The Chief Minis-
ter also recommended the
induction of former Minis-
ter Mano Thangaraj into
the Cabinet.

The swearing-in will be
held at the Raj Bhavan on
Monday.

In the wake of their re-
signations, Mr. Ponmudy’s
department has been allot-
ted to Milk and Dairy Deve-

lopment Minister R.S. Raja-
kannappan.  Transport
Minister S.S. Sivasankar
will hold the portfolio of
Electricity, while Housing
and Urban Development
Minister S. Muthusamy will
hold Prohibition and Ex-
cise departments.

The continuation of Mr.
Ponmudy and Mr. Senthi-
balaji in the Cabinet be-

came untenable after
courts made strong re-
marks against them.

In the case of Mr. Sen-
thilbalaji, the SC had made
it clear that he had to make
a choice between the Mi-
nister’s post and his free-
dom.

Second resignation

This is the second time Mr.
Senthilbalaji is stepping
down as a Minister.

criticism
The continuation of
the Ministers became
untenable after

courts made strong
remarks against them

Forest Minister

—

- . 3
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-~

September
26, 2024:
Supreme

il Courtgrants
him bail

September
29,2024: Mr.
Senthilbalaji
sworn in

as Cabinet

K. Ponmudy ran Minister again
into trouble afterthe | Legal turmoil: V. Senthilbalaji after getting bail from the April 23,
Madras High Court Supreme Court on September 26, 2024. AKHILA EASWARAN 2025:
directed its Registry to Supreme
take up 2 suo-motu July 29, 2021: The Directorate of Enforcement registers an Court
writ petition | Enforcement Case Information Report for the alleged offence asks Mr.
with of money laundering and issues summons to Mr. Senthilbalaji | senthilbalaji
¥ ‘rjeesr;;egcattg:; June 14, 2023: ED arrests the Minister L‘fozzi Nis
speech by | February 12,2024: Mr. Senthilbalaji resigns from his post after | postand
him continuing as Minister without portfolio following his arrest freedom

Though he continued as a
Minister without portfolio
after his arrest in June 2023
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate in a money launder-
ing case, he resigned from

the Cabinet on February
12, 2024. He was reinstated
after the SC granted him
bail in the case on Septem-
ber 26, 2024.

But a SC Bench took ob-

jection to his induction in-
to the Cabinet and Justices
A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
on April 23 said Mr. Sen-
thilbalaji’s continuation as
a Minister placed him in a

position of influence with
regard to witnesses, and he
could derail the trial.

Justice Oka remarked
that the Bench would even
record in its order that it
had been a “mistake” to
grant him bail and ob-
served that he had been gi-
ven bail because the court
stood up for the funda-
mental right to personal li-
berty under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

Mr. Ponmudy ran into
trouble after the Madras
High Court directed its Re-
gistry to take up a suo motu
writ petition with respect
to a derogatory speech by
him against Saivites, Vaish-
navites, and women in gen-
eral.

Justice N. Anand Venka-
tesh issued the direction af-
ter observing that the Mi-

nister had prima facie
misused the liberty grant-
ed to him by the SC.

Subsequently, the first
Bench of the Madras HC
granted time till June 5 for
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment as well as Mr. Ponmu-
dy, in his individual capac-
ity, to respond to a public
interest litigation petition
filed by an advocate to dis-
qualify the Minister from
holding any constitutional
post due to his recent dero-
gatory speech.

Chief Justice K.R. Shri-
ram and Justice Mo-
hammed Shaffiq directed
State Government Pleader
to take notice on behalf of
the Home Secretary and
ordered notice to Mr. Pon-
mudy too seeking their res-
ponse to the case by June
5:



. 1. Key Highlights of the Resignation Case:

e Resigned Ministers:
o K. Ponmudy: Tamil Nadu Forest Minister (earlier held Electricity, Prohibition, and Excise).
e V. Senthilbalaji: Prohibition and Excise Minister.

e Reason for Resignation:

e Strong judicial remarks from the Supreme Court and Madras High Court against their

continuation in the Cabinet.

SC emphasized that Senthilbalaji had to choose between ministerial position and freedom after

bail in money laundering case.




Il 2. Legal Timeline and Charges on V. Senthilbalaji:

Date

July 29, 2021

June 14, 2023

February 12, 2024

September 26, 2024

September 29, 2024

April 23, 2025

Event

ED files Enforcement Case Information Report against Senthilbalaji.

Senthilbalaji arrested by the ED.

Resigns as Minister without portfolio after arrest.

Supreme Court grants bail.

Sworn in again as Cabinet Minister.

SC asks him to choose between the post and his freedom.




Reincarnation
decision may
come in July,
says Sikyong

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The Dalai Lama might
make a decision on his suc-
cessor or reincarnation
during his 90 birthday ce-
lebrations in July, says the
leader of the Dharamshala-
based Central Tibetan Ad-
ministration (CTA).

Sikyong Penpa Tsering
of the CTA said an Indian
government representative
was expected at the events.
Mr. Tsering said the events,
which would go on for a
year from July 6, would be
preceded by prayers and a
religious meeting of the
heads of all Tibetan Budd-
hist schoolsin Dharamsha-
la, when the Da-
lai Lama is
expected to
consult them
% on the reincar-
&) nation
question.
FULL

INTERVIEW
ON

» PAGE 6




The Dalai Lama's Historical
Journey
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The Dalai Lama title

becomes the Exile in India
spiritual leader of .
Tibetan Buddhism Tenzin Gyatso flees

to India after Tibetan
uprising



14th Dalai Lama's 90th Birthday and Successor
Decision

July 2025-July
July 6, 2025 2026 July 2026

D )P )P

90th Birthday Successor
Dalai Lama turns 90 Announced
years old Dalai Lama expected
Year-long to announce
Celebrations successor or

reincarnation

Year-long birthday
celebrations and
successor decision



Key Events in the Dalai Lama Succession Dispute

1934 2025

IDED Do) IO

Panchsheel Current Issue

Agreement China claims right to

recognize next Dalai
Lama, escalating
dispute

India recognizes
Tibet as part of
China diplomatically

Dalai Lama asserts
reincarnation
process must

respect Tibetan
traditions



Tibetan related locations

CTA
Headquarters

Location of the Tibetan
government

Spiritual
Homeland

Region for Tibetan
Buddhists



Border Disputes

Ongoing conflicts
over Arunachal
Pradesh and
Ladakh

Strategic Importance of the Tibetan Plateau

Water Resources

The plateau's role
as a source of
major rivers



Cheetah gives birth to five
cubs at Kuno National Park
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‘Dalai Lama may decide on a spiritual
successor at 90th birthday events in July’

Central Tibetan Admmnistragon leader recalls Dalal Lama's 201 statement that he willl consult refigious heads of various Boddhist traditions before

taking a call: the

INTERVIEW
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ISRO’s second short hot test of
semicryogenic engine a success
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ISRO’s second short hot test of
semicryogenic engine a success

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
successfully conducted a
short duration hot test of
the semicryogenic engine
at its facility in the ISRO
Propulsion Complex
(IPRC), Mahendragiri.

This ignition test, con-
ducted on April 24, is the
second milestone after the
first successful hot test on
March 28, which was a ma-
jor breakthrough in the
semicryogenic engine test
programme.

In this test, the Engine
Power Head Test Article,
encompassing all engine
systems except the thrust
chamber, was subjected to
a hot test for a duration of
3.5 seconds that validated
the engine start-up se-
quence. During the test,
the engine was successful-
ly ignited and operated up

Significant feat: This is the second milestone after the firs

successful hot test conducted on March 28. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

to 60% of its rated power
level, demonstrating stable
and controlled
performance.

“These tests are part of
a planned series of evalua-
tions designed to validate
the design integrity and
performance of critical
subsystems, including the
low-pressure and high-
pressure turbo pumps,
pre-burner and associated

control systems. The re-
sults provided crucial data
to finalise the operational
sequencing of the full sem-
icryogenic engine,” the IS-
RO said.

Further  qualification
tests are scheduled to com-
prehensively validate the
engine system, ultimately
paving the way for its in-
duction into ISRO’s launch
vehicles.

Meanwhile, the launch
campaign activities for NA-
SA-ISRO Synthetic Aper-
ture Radar (NISAR) satellite
onboard the GSLV-FI6
have already commenced
in Sriharikota, the ISRO
said.

The Second Stage (GS2)
of the ISRO’s GSLV launch
vehicle was flagged off by
V. Narayanan, Secretary,
Department of Space, and
Chairman, ISRO, on March
24, from the ISRO Propul-
sion Complex (IPRC), Ma-
hendragiri, to the launch
complex at Sriharikota.

“The Directors of ISRO
Propulsion Complex
(IPRC) and Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre (VSSC) al-
so participated in the flag-
off ceremony. This liquid
stage is earmarked for the
upcoming mission of GSLV
(GSLV-F16), that will
launch the NASA-ISRO Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar (NI-
SAR) satellite,” ISRO said.



1. Historical and Scientific Context:

» Semicryogenic Technology:

Uses liquid oxygen (LOX) as the oxidizer and kerosene (RP-1) as the fuel.

Positioned between cryogenic (liquid oxygen + liquid hydrogen) and hypergolic engines (self-igniting

propellants).

Part of India’s long-term vision to enhance self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) in space propulsion

technology.

e Earlier, India depended on Russian Kerosene-based engines (RD-series) for certain launches.




2. Test Details:
Conducted at ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC), Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu.
Date of Second Hot Test: April 24, 2025 (first test on March 28, 2025).

Duration: 3.5 seconds, validating the engine start-up sequence.

Operated successfully at 60% of rated power level, demonstrating stable thrust and control.

Focused on:
Thrust chamber ignition.
Low-pressure and high-pressure turbo pumps.
Pre-burner systems.

Power control systems.




3. Future Goals:
e To finalize full sequencing of the semicryogenic engine.
e Intended for second stage use in GSLV (Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle) missions.
e Will be used in upcoming missions like GSLV-F16 (NASA-ISRO NISAR mission).

e Critical for India's human spaceflight (Gaganyaan) and heavy-lift launchers development.

4. Economic and Strategic Importance:

Reduces foreign dependency for engine technology.
Cost-effective compared to full cryogenic engines, with higher thrust-to-weight ratio.

Adds to India's strategic leverage in commercial satellite launch services (Antrix and NSIL

markets).

Supports ISRO'’s future deep-space missions and satellite constellations.




India’s first wolf
sanctuary : Mahuadanr



Cultural Practices and Wolf Denning
Cycle, Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary,
Jharkhand
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Practices
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Ecological
Impact



Betla Wolf Sanctuary Overview




World Bank: India’s Extreme Poverty
Drops to 2.3%




MEASURING STANDARDS

Poverty at different lines 2022-23
poverty rate (%)
International poverty line '
($2.15/day) 2.3
Lower middle-income class )8 1
povertyline(3.65/day) "7 o
Multidimensional poverty 155

medsure

Source: World Bank



India's Extreme Poverty Reduction (2011-
2023)

16%

2022-23

Major progress in

2011-12 poverty reduction

Significant poverty rate
before reduction



World Bank Poverty and Equity Briefs Process

Biannual meetings where
global economic issues are
discussed

Reports are published to
highlight poverty trends

Briefs provide insights into
poverty and inequality

Briefs aim to keep poverty
reduction a global priority




Poverty Measurement Approaches

National Poverty

Gini Index .
Line
Quantifies income Measures poverty
inequality within a based on a
population. country's specific
economic
standards.

International
Poverty Line

Multidimensional
Poverty
Assesses poverty

considering non- . 5
Compares poverty across countries using a global

monetary factors standard.international extreme poverty line (§2.15in
like education and 9 I he | iddle-
— 017 PPP terms), as well as the lower-middle-income

(§3.65) and upper-middle-income ($6.85) poverty lines.



Poverty Distribution in India's Most Populous
States, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar,
West Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh

91%

Multidimensionally

Poor
Extreme Poor Significant share of
multidimensional
Majority of India's poverty

extreme poverty



Q. With reference to the Strawberry Festival in India, consider the
following statements:

1.The Mahabaleshwar Strawberry Festival is the only strawberry festival
organized in India.

2.Mahabaleshwar strawberry has received a Geographical Indication (Gl)
tag.

3.The Strawberry Festival helps promote agri-tourism and horticulture
awareness.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3




Consider the following statements regarding the Meghalaya Strawberry
Festival:

1.Sohliya village in Ri-Bhoi district is known for organizing the Strawberry
Festival.

2.The festival promotes agri-tourism and provides direct market access to
farmers.

3.Strawberry farming in Meghalaya is fully dependent on chemical
fertilizers for higher yield.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3




Q. Consider the following statements regarding the new NCERT textbook for
Class 7 (2025-26):

1.The new textbook merges history, geography, and social and political life into a
single book titled Exploring Society — India and Beyond.

2.Part 1 of the textbook covers medieval history up to the rise of the Mughal
Empire.

3.The new textbook mentions the origins of Bharat and India but removes
references to Hindustan and Hind.

4.The rise of the Delhi Sultanate and Mughals is covered in Part 1 of the new
textbook.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only
B.1and 3 only
C.1,3and 4 only
D. All of the above



Consider the following statements regarding India’s initiative to support Al
model development:

1.Sarvam Al is the first Indian firm to receive government aid for developing an
indigenous large language model (LLM).

2.Under IndiaAl Mission, Sarvam Al will have access to over 1,000 GPUs for a
period of one year.

3.The IndiaAl Mission includes initiatives like Al Kosh, which is a portal for
hosting structured datasets.

4.The Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS) is unrelated to Al
development in India.

Which of the above statements are correct?

*A.1,2and 4 only
B.1and 3 only
C.1,3and 4 only
D. All of the above



Consider the following statements regarding the recent developments on the
Dalai Lama succession issue:

1.The Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) functions as the government-in-exile
and is based in Nepal.

2.China officially claims the right to approve the next Dalai Lama's reincarnation
process.

3.The 14th Dalai Lama has indicated that his successor could be chosen outside
of Tibet and not under Chinese control.

4.The 14th Dalai Lama’s upcoming 90th birthday celebrations may include the
announcement regarding his spiritual successor.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A)1,2and 3
B)2,3and 4
C) 1 and 4 only
D) 2 and 4 only



Consider the following statements regarding ISRO’s semicryogenic engine
development:

1.Semicryogenic engines use liquid oxygen and kerosene as propellants.

2.The semicryogenic engine development will only be used for India’s
crewed Gaganyaan mission.

3.The recent test conducted at ISRO Propulsion Complex achieved ignition
and operation at 100% of its rated power level.

4.Semicryogenic engines are costlier but more efficient than cryogenic
engines.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only

B) 1 and 2 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) 2,3,and 4
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Word of the day

Tetchy:

easily irritated or annoyed

Synonymes: cranky, irritable, peckish,
peevish, petulant, scratchy, testy

Usa g€ He seemed tired and tetchy when we
spoke on the phone.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tetchypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /tet/




Thank you
guys.
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