Dai[y Cm;ent Afairs

3B e = Bt
P s vy 4 33 it

foce sacis A Sy oty e p e A Y s 0 cns gz
hmw&“&wuaum ¢ 3o werebg o g Eown 00 oftowf 2n

S ¥ 703, 3 7 Bz oA it T A s

6 W T 53 e YR Pt o e e e s
A 4 14 P e e e o e e 4 e e

wbuﬂanEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

inagh epoeiane muw:nm !

MMmm

SE e trail NiA
Juckyscarches in TN

THE
NEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HINDU



5

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

o

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

1

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



R0 d Vi 0 2025—2026

[ By Bhunesh Sir )
Relevant For Exams By

UPSC Prelims, PSC, SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB Among Dthers

What you'll get

& From January 2025 to March 2026
@ 20 high-priority topics

@ Price- 999/- )




!tep I

Welcome to

€ Class24

w1223 0

Step2 7 == Step3 "™

Hi, Abhijeet Kumar Singh Q

CL‘AS_S‘%A ssc u g ssc Railways
[ Pre. mains I
..C,GL «CHSL+CPO - HTSJ]'
FOUNDATIONBATCH STARTS
[ 09 JuLY 2025 [GLERVEAY] Rajasthan
. : e Exams

o3e
FREE

State Exams

Common

1B EXAM




£a1223 O Step 4 @ %m0 41224 © Step 5 @ 5w
&  CommonEx... m Q & Complete... m <

119 2025-2026 - ©

COMPLETE
GK/GS Vo

By Bhunesh Sin

Relevant For Exams By

UPAL Prafies, PSS, S0 Baniieg Tniwey, Dafence, EPFD 1D vasny Drhery

What you'll get W
@ From January 2025 to March 2028 &
@ 20 high-priority topics “

By Bhunesh Sir -,

2 STATIC GK

S HISTORY PRICE “
2 POLITY 1999F 999

“ GEOGRAPHY Class24

< ECONOMICS
< SCIENCE

' Price - 999/‘ ' © clamia

Complete Current Affairs
2025-26 Batch by Bhunesh sir

Umang 360 Yearly Current Complete Current Affairs 2025-2026 by
Affairs Magazine by Bhunesh ... 4 Bhunesh Sir
This batch is designed for learners preparing
for exams conducted by UPSC Prelims, PSCs,
. SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB
Science Advance Batch >

— like SSC CGL, CHSL, GD, RRB NTPC, RAS, PCS,
E[,’ CET. The focus is to help you build a steady
— grip on current affairs that matter across




To achieve great goals, we must
recognise our capacity and our
willpower.



oy TRIDAY www thehindu com
nher an, an0n
INERRRAT AL . m
AT NON e
20 Mg RO QRN
fo . . VoA A B 08

T —

-

T T ———r

6 killed as bus
catches fire
after collision
in Karnataka

HATIONALITY QUERTIONES
Bengal worker killed
by gang in Odisha
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BNP leader returns home, says Bangladesh
should be secure home for communities
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BNP leader returns home, says Bangladesh
should be secure home for all communities

Acting Bangladesh Nationalist Party chief Tariq Rahman addresses massive rally in Dhaka after return from the UK; makes strong pitch for restoration of law and order and

cautioned against ‘spies of the hegemonic powers’; his arrival was preceded by days of violence that intensified after the death of Islamist youth leader Sharif Osman Hadi

Kallol Bhattacheriee

NEW DELHI

angladesh should

be a “secure”

home for all com-
munities cutting across re-
ligious and regional diffe-
rences, said the acting
chairman of the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party
(BNP), Tarique Rahman,
on Thursday following his
return home after nearly 18
years of exile in the United
Kingdom. Addressing a
mammoth rally in Dhaka,
Mr. Rahman made a strong
pitch for restoration of law
and order and cautioned
against “spies of the hege-
monic powers™.

“People from the hills as
well as the pilains live here.
That apart, we have people
belonging to Islam, Budd-
hist, Christian and Hindu
faiths and for them we
want to build a secure Ban-
gladesh," Mr. Rahman said
in a speech delivered in
Bengali at a public meeting
in Dhaka’s Purvachal
neighbourhood. His stron-
gest criticism was reserved
for deposed Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, who
had fled to India after be-

Back home: Tarique Rahman, BNP acting chairman and son of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,
waving to supporters after arriving in Dhaka from the UK. on Thursday. are

ing ousted in a “student-
people” uprising in July-
August 2024

“In 2024, people of all
sections of society came
together to preserve this
country’s freedom and so-
vereignty, similar to the
way they worked in 1971 to
earn our freedom,” said
Mr. Rahman, announcing
that he had a "plan” to
place the country -
marred by instability after

the fall of Ms, Hasina's go-
vernment — back on track.
“Spies of hegemonic
powers are currently en-
gaged in conspiracies in va-
rious ways. We must re-
main patient. We must
exercise restraint,” Mr.
Rahman further said.
Earlier, Mr. Rahman
reached Dhaka from Lon-
don in a Biman Bangladesh
flight and was greeted by
hundreds of thousands of

his supporters on the
streets of Dhaka. He called
Chief Adviser of the inte-
rim government, Mo-
hammed Yunus, and
thanked him for his sup-

port.

Mr. Rahman did not tar-
get the interim govern-
ment or any other political
stakeholders who will
compete with his party in
the February 2026 election
in his speech, but, in an

oblique criticism of the
prevailing law and order
situation, he said, “Today
Bangladesh wants to get its
freedom of expression
back. They want to get
their democratic rights.”

Mr. Rahman’s arrival in
Dhaka was preceded by
days of violence that inten-
sified after the death of Is-
lamist youth leader Sharif
Osman Hadi.

Escalating attacks

The death of Hadi on De-
cember 18 was followed by
escalating attacks on mi-
nority Hindu community
of the country. Offices of
two prominent newspap-
ers were also burnt down,
The BNP had strongly con-
demned the attacks, espe-
cially the brutal lynching of
Dipu Chandra Das that
took place in Mymensingh
hours after Mr. Hadi’s
death.

In view of the worsening
security situation in the
country, Mr. Rahman
called for protecting the
administrative machinery
of Bangladesh and said,
“We must preserve law
and order in this country at
any cost and must remain

calm and composed in the
face of any provocation.”
Mr. Rahman was accompa-
nied from the Hazrat Shah
Jalal International Airport
till the venue of the rally at
July 36 Expressway by the
members of the BNP
Standing Committee —Mir-
za Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
Amir Khosru Mahmud
Choudhury,  Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy, Salauddin
Ahmed and Igbal Hasan
Mahmud Tuku.

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Is-
lami's Ameer Dr. Shafiqur
Rahman and leader of Isla-
mi Andolan Bangladesh,
Mufti Syed Mchammed Re-
zaul Karim have welcomed
Mr. Rahman’s return to
Bangladesh’s political land-
scape. Leaders of the new-
Iy launched National Citi-
zen Party (NCP) have also
greeted Mr. Rahman on his
return home,

On the occasion of his
return, the BNP launched
the campaign for the Fe-
bruary 12, 2026 election
highlighting the role of Mr.
Rahman's father General
Ziaur Rahman in introduc-
ing major economic initia-
tives and foreign policy
changes during his tenure

in the late 1970s. The BNP
narrative gave General Zia
the credit for announcing
the Independence of Ban-
gladesh on March 26, 1971
hours after the Pakistani
forces launched Operation
Searchlight on March 25,
1971 to kill freedom fighters
in the erstwhile East Pakis-
tan.
In his speech, Mr. Rah-
man compared the fall of
Ms. Hasina's government
on August 5, 2024 with No-
vember 7, 1975 when Gen-
eral Zia had become the de
facto ruler of Bangladesh
after the “civil-military
uprising” in the chaotic sit-
uation that followed the as-
sassination of Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman and most of
his family members.

In the election propa-
ganda videos launched on
Thursday, the BNP pre-
sented Sheikh Mujib as a
totalitarian leader who was
responsible for the launch
of Rakshi Bahini, a militia
that targeted his oppo-
nents and showed video
footage of the severe fa-
mine of 1974 which they
blamed on the economic
policies of the Mujib admi-
nistration.




e Tarique Rahman, Acting Chairman of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), returned to Bangladesh

after nearly 18 years in exile in the UK.
- BNP & BRIGR 31ea8f diiies IgHTT @1 18 asf & fAaia & 91 g & diterqel @ic|
 He addressed a massive public rally in Dhaka, signalling revival of opposition politics.

- @11 A faene ¥t o) Jaifera &R 3|1 fauaft J==ifa Y aradt &1 Jdbd fam

& Core Statement: Inclusive Bangladesh

e He stated that Bangladesh should be a secure home for all communities.
- €I Bgl fb diteirger It THERIT & feig IRfgid eR €1 T1feq|

e« Communities mentioned included Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and Christians.

- AT, 18, dhg 3k $arg I ot nfAe garam mm|

&) Law and Order Emphasis
e Strong demand for restoration of law and order and democratic rights.
> BIA-FARAT 3R ABdifad BRI 6 gt R FR &1 m=m
« Emphasised freedom of expression and political participation.

- TR B Td=dT 313 AT dd USRI U= 9 &g T



&) Context of Violence
e His return came amid days of violence across Bangladesh.
- 37! AU G2l A B A1 bl &1 ot yoyfA | g5
e Violence intensified after the death of Islamist youth leader Sharif Osman Hadi.

- SIATHATG! FdT AdT RI% 3T gIet bt g & d1g 81 92l
e Attacks were reported on minority Hindu localities and media offices.

- FeRIEID (&g Ferrep! 3R HifSaT BrIferdl IR gAe U

) BNP's Stand on Violence

e BNP condemned attacks on minorities and called for calm and restraint.

- BNP 7 310! UR gH! ol fAeT Y 3R JaH &) 3rdid b

L Political Messaging
e Tarique Rahman warned against “spies of hegemonic powers”.
- AR IEA A " Teit 2Aferdal & ST &b Ifd ddrat &t
e He avoided direct confrontation with the interim government.

- 3EI1 3{dRA TRHR IR TleM AT B1 F IRt fhaTl



Bangladesh’s Political Rivals:
Awami League vs. BNP

A quick comparison of the founding principles, ideologies, and piitical history
of Bangladesh’s two main political parties, whose fierce rivalry has shaped
the nation’s governance.

(&)

Founded in 1949 by
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Originated during the Pakistan
period, leading the language
and independence movements.

Led the 1971 | 7
Liberation War. [l -
This foundational role is central S S L)
to its political identity.

Bangladeshi

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP)

Founded in 1978 by
Ziaur Rahman.

Emerged from military rule to

counter the Awami League's
dominance.

Did not exist during the
1971 Liberation War.

Historically maintained closer ties
to the military establishment.

W 20 years e - 15 years )
\ " in power. /1,;‘ Natuonalnsmi _ i power /t;,
Core Ideology: Bengali Over 20 years ‘ Core Ideology: Bangladeshi Approxlmately 15 years
nationalism and secularism. in power. J nationalism and Islamic values in power.
A centre-left party with a civillan-led, Key terms 1996-2001, A centre-right, conservative party 1979-1982, 1991-1996 and
mass movement background. and2009topresent. ¢ ASon ly appealiing to the urban middle class. 2001-2006.



‘Most 2023 deaths
due to circulatory
system diseases’

NEW DELHI

Diseases of the circulatory
system remained the leading
cause of medically certified
deaths across India in 2023, a
report released this week by
the Office of the Registrar-
General of India said. They
accounted for 36.4% of all
medically certified deaths in
India, the “Annual report on
medical certification of cause
of death, 2023”, says. » PAGE 6
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e Diseases of the circulatory system were the leading cause of medically certified deaths in India in
2023.
- UfRREROT a7 F F&t dHIRAT 2023 A WRd R fafdcad g 9 3 YA Hidl 6T 63 981 BRUT IE] |

e They accounted for 36.4% of all medically certified deaths.
> G ANMGH Hdl fafdrdbI JHIfoTd Hial # 36.4% &I

o Datareleased by the Office of the Registrar General of India.

- Ig 3Mids YRd &b AFER FTRA BRITET gRT TRT fdpT M|

& Comparison with Previous Year
e The share of circulatory disease deaths declined compared to 2022.
> 2022 &} g1 B gRIFTROT AT & Hidl BT 3UTd "eT &
e In 2022, over 40% of certified deaths were due to such diseases.

> 2022 ® 40% A 31feies YATOId Aid g2 AT & g8 off|

&) Nature of Circulatory Diseases

e Major contributors included heart diseases and pulmonary circulation disorders.
> U BRON | g5 I 3R GUGIRT gRFTR0T fabRr onfid 2|
e These conditions caused more than half of circulatory-system-related deaths.

> & STRE @ URRiROT dF @ o7t 3 @ s W g2l



. Age-wise Pattern
e Deaths due to circulatory diseases were highest among people aged above 70 years.
> 70 g A 31fer 3 af | g4 dHHIRSY J TR 3ifeias Hid g5
e The 55-64 age group recorded the second-highest incidence.
> 55-64 Y 3 I A A} TG 3iferes YT S =T
 From 15 years onwards, circulatory diseases became the leading cause of death.

- 15 a9 &1 1Y & d1¢ J URITROT AT Hg &1 YHH BRUT g4 Y|

& Medical Certification Coverage
e Only 22% of total registered deaths in India were medically certified in 2023.
- 2023 A YRd A G Usiigpd Hidl A & Bbad 22% b1 fAfb a1 TATUH 31|
o This figure was 0.3 percentage points lower than 2022.
- g 3Hipel 2022 &t a1 H 0.3 Ufderd 37 BH T




L2 Inter-State Variation

Medical certification efficiency varied widely across States and UTs.
> T2 3R Bgenfaa ueel & fRifdcadb T THIOH 6 gardT 3TeiTT-31eTT &l |
Regions with over 50% medically certified deaths included:
- 57 AT 7 50% A 31f€ics Hidl o1 fafdsces g YHTOH g3, 3 &
e Andaman & Nicobar Islands - 3{gHH d fABIER
e Chandigarh - d&hTg
« Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu - GIGRT-ATR gdeit d gHA-¢Id
« Delhi, Goa, Lakshadweep - féowl, TaT, dargta

) Wider Health Concern

Studies indicate a rise in heart attacks among younger population in India.
> AN § YR B Ja130 A 1€ 31ch 961 BT Jdbd AerdT &l
Nearly 50% of heart attacks in Indian men occur below 50 years of age.

> HRARI G&ST H @M 50% §1E 3¢ 50 a9 & A 3 # gid &1




Circulatory diseases are part of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs).

— TRIGEETY W THFGERRSEANCDS) 38
[olec CHRY 3

*NCD burden is linked to SDG-3: Good
Health and Well-Being.

— NCDs sd [BF gee BISde e-3 Gad
Ui

Low medical certification affects public
health planning and mortality
estimation.

— S 6 S5l STIR © 5sig e > 8 YR
%IS TS sohobblc BFIUR




With reference to the “Annual Report on Medical Certification of Cause of Death, 2023" consider the

following statements:

1. Diseases of the circulatory system were the leading cause of medically certified deaths in India in
2023.

2. The proportion of deaths due to circulatory diseases increased in 2023 compared to 2022.

3. Deaths due to circulatory system diseases were highest among people aged above 70 years.

4. Less than one-fourth of registered deaths in India were medically certified in 2023.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Options:

(@) 1, 3and 4 only
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4



National Intelligence Grid

linked to NPR with details
of 119 crore residents: govt.

NEW DELHI

The National Intelligence
Grid (NATGRID), a secure
platform for the police and
other investigating agen-
cies to access government
and private databases in
real-time, has been linked
to the National Population
Register (NPR), which has
the family-wise details of
119 crore residents in India,
government officials have
said.

The Union Home Minis-
try has been pushing for
the enhanced use of NAT-
GRID by the State police
forces and Central law and
security agencies for intel-
ligence gathering and spee-
dy investigation of criminal
cases through indigenous
and secure platforms,

On December 9, the Mi-
nistry informed the Lok
Sabha that an Organised
Crime Network Database
was being developed on
NATGRID's IT platform to
facilitate secure data-shar-
ing between the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the State Anti-Terror
Squads (ATS). The reply
sald that upgraded NAT-
GRID tools, particularly
“Gandiva”, are supporting
multi-source data collec-
tion and analysis.

The Hindu reported on
December 7 that NATGRID
is, on an average, getting
nearly 45,000 requests a
month. The platform, ac-

Tyingitup
Upgraded NATGRID tools

support multi-source data
collection and analysis

® One such tool s Gandiva'
used for facial recognition
and entity resolution

® Detasts of all tamily
members of a suspect or
person of interest, if available
in NPR, could be accessed
through the platform

The data for NPR were first
collected in 2010 with the first
phase of the 2011 Census. o1l

cessible only to security
agencies, became opera-
tional last year after being
conceptualised in 2009 in
the aftermath of the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks.

The data for NPR, which
stores information family
wise, were first collected in
2010 with the first phase of
the 2011 Census and was
last updated in 2015
through door-to-door en-
umeration. It was to be up-
dated further during the
2021 Census, which has
been delayed by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Census 2027
On December 12, when the
Union Cabinet approved
the proposal for conduct-
ing Census 2027 at a cost of
11,718 crore, there was no
separate allocation for the
NPR, Earlier on July 29, the
ent informed the
Lok Sabha that no decision
had been taken to update
the NPR during the forth-
coming Census exercise,

The NPR is the first step
for the creation of a coun-
trywide National Register
of Citizens (NRC).

Elaborating about “Gan-
diva", a State police official
said the details of all family
members of a suspect or a
person of interest if availa-
ble in NPR could be ac-
cessed through the plat-
form. Gandiva can be used
for facial recognition and
entity resolution,

Asked about privacy
concerns as the police and
security agencies can ac-
cess almost all kinds of da-
ta about a citizen without
even having to register a
first information report,
the official said, “Each qu-
ery Is logged in the system.
The purpose of the infor-
mation being sought has to
be stated and the senior
police officers have an
oversight. There are sever-
al checks and balances.”

The Ministry has asked
the States to liberally use
the platform.



Aspect

Purpose
Nature

Legal Basis

Who is Covered

Citizenship Proof
Required

Key Question

First Introduced
Frequency
Last Major Exercise

Relation with Others
Data Confidentiality
Administrative
Authority

UPSC Focus Area

National Population Register
(NPR)

To create a database of usual
residents of India

Resident register

Citizenship Act, 1955 & Citizenship
Rules, 2003

All usual residents (citizens + non-
citizens)

X No
“Who lives in India?”

2010
Not fixed
Updated in 2015 (nationwide)

Considered first step towards NRC
Individual-level database

Registrar General of India (RGI)

Governance, privacy, internal
security

National Register of Citizens

(NRC)

To identify Indian citizens

Citizenship register

Citizenship Act, 1955

Only Indian citizens

Yes

“Who is an Indian citizen?”

Assam NRC: 1951 (updated

2019)
One-time / as notified

Assam NRC published in 2019

May use NPR data as base
Individual citizenship status

Registrar General of India (RGI)

Citizenship, constitutional issues

Census of India
To collect population, social &
economic data

Statistical exercise

Census Act, 1948

Entire population residing in India

¥ No
“How many people live in India and
how?”

1872 (first non-synchronous
census)

Every 10 years

Census 2011 (Census 2021
delayed)

Census data can support NPR
Anonymous, aggregated data

Registrar General of India (RGI)

Population, social justice, planning



. What is the issue?
» National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) has been linked with the National Population Register (NPR).

- IERT FfAT fiig (NATGRID) BY AT STATRAT SR (NPR) 3 38T TRIT
e NPR contains family-wise details of about 119 crore residents of India.
- NPR A ¥Rd & @™ 119 B8 [FaifaaY o1 uRar-3menfia faazor g1

e Information was shared by the government in Lok Sabha.

- I BRI TBR gRT AlBIHT 7 &l TS|

& About NATGRID

e« NATGRID is a secure intelligence-sharing platform for police and security agencies.
- NATGRID Yfciar 3R JRafm Taifaal & faT ves JRfgia Jftan Iqren 1 |

e It enables real-time access to multiple government and private databases.
- Ig WBRY g {751 318 ddb JT-cIgH Ugd UgH BT &

e Conceptualised in 2009 after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks.
- 26/11 H4g3$ 3Mdd! gHd! & d1g 2009 | gFdb! YRGBT Bl TS|

e Accessible only to authorised security agencies.

- Ig dad AfEgpd JReM TGl & g Jor &l



&) About NPR

National Population Register is a database of usual residents, not citizens.
- NPR W= fAaifaat &1 22y g, i) o1 98l

Data first collected in 2010 during Census 2011 first phase.

- 33 Ugd! gR 2010 A FAT0MET 2011 & YH TRUT H A fbT 11a

Last updated in 2015 through door-to-door enumeration.

- 3ifdH 3rerdd 2015 A BR-ER TUTHT gRT g3

Proposed update in Census 2021 was delayed due to COVID-19.

- SHATUTAET 2021 R Yd1fdd 37erd= Pifds-19 & BRI S 1T

«J NATGRID-NPR Linkage

NATGRID can access NPR family details of suspects or persons of interest.
- NATGRID #feTeif a1 3fies? cafawal & NPR UIiaiiies faaror de Uga dbar 2|
This helps in faster investigation and intelligence gathering.
- 5TA A3 31 3R Fftsar Jug Iva a8l
Government clarified that:
- IWBR 7 W a1 fab:

« Every query is logged - & UBdT® &1 &ld1 &

« Purpose must be stated - 3227 garAT 3ifFart &

« Senior officers provide oversight - af¥ss 3ifermiY &t fAmR &t &



& Upgraded NATGRID Tools

« Upgraded tools enable multi-source data collection and analysis.
- I=d 3UHIVT I§-Hd 3T FUE 3R faedsor # aam &
» Key tool: “Gandiva”
- YHE 30T “TiEta”
« Used for facial recognition - 9&? & yga™ & fav
« Used for entity resolution - fafi=1 3edya 7 ygar fAaq & faw

L. Categories of Access Requests

« NATGRID processes requests under three categories:
- NATGRID d 2forat & el ot anffgsa @zar &:
« Non-sensitive - TR-Fdga2ftd
« Sensitive - FdgAefd
« Highly sensitive - 3/&fti® ddeAefia

w Law-Enforcement Integration

« An Organised Crime Network Database is being developed on NATGRID's IT platform.
- NATGRID & 3t wewd W dnfsd sruvrel Acad sea fasiad fasar 51 &1 8|
« Enables secure data-sharing between:
- fAm1 & dta qRfga et amen 8ar &:
« National Investigation Agency (NIA)
« State Anti-Terror Squads (ATS)



L NPR, NRC and Census Context

e« NPRis described as the first step towards the National Register of Citizens (NRC).
- NPR & I AR A5ER (NRC) &) Ugw! bt adrIT 1T 2

o National Register of Citizens aims to identify Indian citizens.

- NRC &1 382T YRAT ATTRb] &l Uga BT & |
e For Census 2027 (211,718 crore):
= SFMUET 2027 (311,718 BA3) & fAQ:
« No separate allocation for NPR = NPR & fdl@ 317 d31¢ &l
« No decision yet on NPR update = NPR 37e[dd R &g Aol 9&t

Privacy & Governance Concerns

e Concerns raised about access to citizen data without FIR registration.
- f&41 FIR & AR 3T deb Ugd WR fAstar dAgef faamng 341
e Government response emphasised checks, balances, and oversight.

> PR A fAd701, Iqa 3R ARET @ra=en i 3R &



With reference to the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), consider the following statements:

. NATGRID allows real-time access to multiple databases for authorised security agencies.
National Population Register is a citizenship register prepared under the Citizenship Act.

. "Gandiva", associated with NATGRID, is used for facial recognition and entity resolution.

PwoN o2

NPR was comprehensively updated during Census 2021.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Options:

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 3and 4 only
(d) 2 and 4 only
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PM inau

gurates Rashtra

Prerna Sthal in Lucknow

Spread over 65 acres, the lotus-shaped memorial has three towering bronze statues of ex-PM Aral

Bihari Vajpayee, and Hindutva ideologues Deen Dayal Upadhyay and Shyama Prasad Mookerjee

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

rime Minister Na

Sthal to hoaour the e and
ideals of former Prime Mi-
mister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and two other Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party kcons in Luck-
now on

Spread over 6 acres,
close to the banks of the
Gomui river on Hardol
Road, the Rashtra Prerma
Sthal is dedicated to Vaj-
payee, and Hindutva ideo-
logues Deen Dayal Upad-
hyay and Shyama Prasad
Maokerjee. Shaped like a
lotus, reflecting the BJP's
clection symbol, the me-
morial has three towering
bronze statues of the ke

Ing the lite Prime Minis-
ter’s 101st birth anniver:
sary as historic, Mr. Modi
sald Lucknow was witness-
Ing & new Inspiration. He
further said “birth anniver-
saries of two great sons of
our country”, Vajpayee
and Mahamana Madan Mo-
han Malaviya, “who had
left an ineradicable mark
on rstio through
their contributions”, fell
on the day.

*The Rashtriya Prerna
Sthal is an inspirational
memaorial dedicated to the
lives, ideals, and imvalua-
ble hericage of our coun-
try's greatest figures. 1 fels

Governance Day. Atal ji's
birth anniversary Is also a
day to celebrute good go-
vemance. Today, we are
expanding the legacy of
good governance created
by the BJP-ed National De-

Prime MWQ Modi with LR Gawmor Anandiben Patel, Ddu'a Mirester Rajnath Sengh, U

Chied Ministor Yogi Adityanath and others at the inauguration in Lucknow on Thursday. 1M

mocratic Allkance
FOVETIUENE,

“The Nutional Prerna
that has guided India to

Vajpayee give us the mes-
sage that every step and ev-
ery effort should be dedi-
cated to nation-building,”
Mr. Modi said.

He said the state-olthe
art lotus-shapex! museum
at the venue brings to life

"ltwillcondnuuolmpuv
future generations to em-
brace and embody the
ideals of our leaders,” Mr.
Modl said.

The Prime Minister said
the land on which the Prer-
na Sthal has been built
had, for decades, accumu-
lated a mountain of gar-

bage across over 30 acres,
which had been cleared in
the past three years,
Addressing the gather-
ing, Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said the coun-
try's progress over the past
decade was gulded by the
principe of taking pride in
India’s deadership, heritage
and values, a theme consis-
tently emphasised by the
Prime Minister. “Leaders
such as Syama Prasad Muk-
herjee, Pandit Deendayal

Vajpayee had played a de
cisive role in shaping Inde-
pendent India's sense of
identity, self-respect and
national purpose,” sild Mr.
Singh.

Referring 1o Mukherjee,
the Defence Minister said
his political struggle was
centred on safeguarding
India’s unity and integrity.

He noted that the abroga-
tion of Article 370 reflected

the fulfiment of Dr. Muk-
herjee’s long-standing po-
silon on  Jammu and
Kashmir,

Chief Minister Yogl Adi-
tyanath said “the legacles
of Dv, Shyama Prasad Muk-
herjee ji, Pandit Deendaval
Upadhyaya fi and Atal ji
had provided India with a
new national vision™. Wel-
coming Mr. Modi, he ad-
ded, *It is 3 matter of pride
that the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal, the grand statues of
the three towering leaders
and the museum are being
dedicated to the nation in
Lucknow by the Prime
Minister™

He described Mr. Modi
as a strong proponent of
the vislon of “Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat” (One In:
dia, Great India), and a
Jeader committed to An-
nodaya by giving concrete
shape to the “ideals of
good governance envi-
sioned by Vaipayee.













Aspect

Name

Location
Inaugurated by

Area

Purpose

Leaders Honoured
Architectural Feature
Budget / Cost

Funding Source

Details

Rashtra Prerna Sthal

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh (near Gomti river)
Narendra Modi

Spread over 65+ acres

Memorial dedicated to national leaders who shaped India’s political-
ideological foundations

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Deendayal Upadhyaya, Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee

Lotus-shaped complex with towering bronze statues

| Official consolidated budget figure has NOT been publicly
disclosed

Government of Uttar Pradesh (state-funded memorial project)



Aspect

Primary Identity

Major Books /
Writings

Nature of
Writings

Core Idea
Propounded

Famous Slogans
/ Lines

Key
Contributions

Awards /
Honours

Commemoratio
ns

Institutional
Legacy

Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Statesman, PM, poet

Meri Ikkyavan Kavitayen; Sankalp
Kaal; Amar Aag Hai; Baap Re
Baap (poetry & essays)

Poetry, reflections on
nationhood, politics

Democratic nationalism,
consensus politics

“Raj Dharma”; “Insaniyat,
Jamhooriyat, Kashmiriyat”

Coalition governance; Pokhran-ll;
infrastructure & diplomacy

Bharat Ratna (2015); Padma
Vibhushan (1992)

Atal Tunnel; Atal Pension Yojana;
Good Governance Day

Modern Indian statesmanship

Deendayal Upadhyaya
Ideologue, philosopher

Integral Humanism (Ekatma Manav
Darshan) (lectures compiled); writings
in Panchjanya & Organiser

Systematic socio-economic philosophy

Integral Humanism (human-centric
development)

“Antyodaya” (uplift of the last person)

Ideological foundation of Bharatiya
Jana Sangh

No civilian awards during lifetime

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana;
Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti
Yojana

Ideological backbone of Indian right-
of-centre thought

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Nationalist leader, party founder

Speeches & essays compiled later;
writings on nationalism & integration (no
single authored book canon)

Political speeches, policy positions

National unity, sovereignty, cultural
nationalism

“Ek Vidhan, Ek Nishan, Ek Pradhan”

Integration of J&K; opposition to Article
370

No civilian awards during lifetime

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Rurban
Mission; commemorative stamps

Foundation of Bharatiya Jana Sangh



Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow.

- YEAHEAT 75 HIGH 3 @3 A IS YROM (e T Iqure faan

The memorial is spread over more than 65 acres near the Gomti river.
- Yg TRB TMHA 761 &b U 65 Tabs A 318w & ° ot 2|

& Purpose of the Memorial

The memorial honours the life and ideals of Atal-era leaders and ideologues.
- Ig TR e I & Ad13i 3R faars| & sita g angelf o Fafdd 21
It is dedicated to:
> g AT 2:
« Atal Bihari Vajpayee
« Deendayal Upadhyaya
» Shyama Prasad Mukherjee

) Architectural Features

The memorial is lotus-shaped, reflecting the BJP's election symbol.
- TR® BHA & AHBR BT &, 3 W51 & gA1d fag &t gefar
It has three towering bronze statues of the leaders.

- 3TW d14Y 13 &Y FHet By wfaad enfad g



Historical & Symbolic Context
e The inauguration coincided with the 101st birth anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
- 3qHTeA e fagrt asaat &1 101dT sridt & srawR IR g3
e The day was also observed as Good Governance Day.

- ¥g &4 gemaE fdaa & vu A Wt v/ )

& Prime Minister’'s Message
» PM stated that the memorial represents self-respect, unity, and service.
- UEHAT A Bgl b g TARD AT, TebdT 3R a1 BT Tdld gl
e He said the site would inspire future generations towards nation-building.

- 3211 PBel fb Ig eI vrat uifea o Isg fAnfor & fae 9fa B

L2 Governance & Ideological Emphasis
e The memorial highlights ideals of good governance and selfless leadership.
> WRE JRA 3R fFwaref Aqa & ngelf & IR HRar gl
e Leaders like Mukherjee and Upadhyaya were credited for strengthening India’s unity and integrity.
> TSI 3R IUTEATT Y WRd i TbdT 3R IZSAT Halgd B BT HI fgam mam|



With reference to the Rashtra Prerna Sthal recently inaugurated in Lucknow, consider the following
statements:

1. ltis a lotus-shaped memorial spread over more than 65 acres.
2. It is dedicated to Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Deendayal Upadhyaya, and Shyama Prasad Mukherjee.
3. The inauguration coincided with the birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru.

4. The memorial seeks to promote ideals of good governance and national unity.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Options:

(@) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2, 3and 4



AUSSIa Plans Nucle

the Moon



Aspect

Announcement

Responsible Agency

Timeline

Nature of Power Plant

International Cooperation

Associated Project

Purpose

Strategic Significance

Global Context

Details (English - 2PReT

Russia has announced plans to install a power plant on the Moon within the next decade. -

T g BRUTBSS °C S REFIH AT U GRR B SUS S B N 58 GBI 56 R
The project is led by Roscosmos, Russia’s state space corporation. - JUERBEE ST T G S&

The lunar power plant is proposed to be operational by 2036. > ¢ ¥ THGER, 512036 ¢35
SIS ST SHORT U

Though not explicitly named, it involves a nuclear-based power component. - 1—?A§'1H TTE

FERERTSURIS UK UIKT O T8% S TOEBE RGBT T oSS CopkrT UR

The project is linked to a joint lunar research facility with China. - JUTENREE ¥ C&° 35 g

It will support the International Lunar Research Station (ILRS). -> JI0T TEREHFT &> ? BERAS
&S (ILRS) A GIH TG

To provide power for lunar rovers, scientific observatories and permanent infrastructure. -

o A, REPFS SRCITTRET > U (B BPFIR TR 7 sl oS SUSS

Marks a shift from short-term missions to long-term human presence on the Moon. -

2 ESPRIS PP IIAE BBPEIS G & TOBF 565U (TR ST Ul

Reflects intensifying space competition among major powers. - s%&% UGS o, 1T et




Fact

Nuclear power in space

Lunar Night Challenge

ILRS

India’s relevance

Explanation (English - 2P#e&

Nuclear energy is preferred where solar power is
unreliable (long lunar nights). > TUHGHRI T ooi
IFICE G GG TB;), JUBREERERT T oha ¢ 3676 e
Uik

One lunar night lasts ~14 Earth days. - ¢ Se S5
S TUhU 14 ST S e U

ILRS is an alternative to NASA-led Artemis programme.
= ILRS, NASA SS'C &fde SABRY SdBS & U

India is exploring long-term lunar presence after
Chandrayaan missions. - ¢gdldt A SIS [idc skl
e B oPRS oF ST S5 F o W




Mission / Country

USA — SNAP Program (1960s)

USSR — RORSAT

NASA — RTGs

China — ILRS Plan

Achievement (English > 2BReT

Used nuclear reactors for space power experiments.
= A T oHs THGFOTIRPRIRE S 5 8TIHHS
Nuclear-powered satellites used during Cold War. -
Corc BE S5 o TIRBRT 7 oobie T VIS
Nuclear-powered systems used in Voyager, Curiosity
rover. - 8 > ¥ WREGIE o AT T RGBT 7 oof]
s{dks

China plans permanent lunar base in 2030s. - ¢&°®
2030 53 WEFRCH R S36 %F 59 05 YOHTE




Question:

With reference to Russia’s plan to establish a power plant on the Moon, consider the following statements:

1. The project is led by Roscosmos and is linked to a joint lunar research initiative with China.

2. The proposed lunar power facility is aimed at supporting long-term human and robotic presence on
the Moon.

3. Solar energy alone is sufficient for uninterrupted power supply on the Moon, eliminating the need for
nuclear sources.

4. The project reflects increasing geopolitical competition in outer space.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Options:

(@)1, 2and 4 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2, 3and 4



India Tests K-4.aieH
Ballistic :H% i#»r:
oMy




Aspect Details
India successfully tested the K-4 intermediate-range ballistic missile from its nuclear-powered
What happened submarine INS Arighaat. -> Bk SEERERICHEIT ES BEG INS TEITHs BK-4 WRI FEBSE FHRAS AR

gd ¢l o t¥ked 2B U5

Date & Location

Test conducted in Bay of Bengal, off the coast of Visakhapatnam. - gt&e{ [T S& Gk Y&
FAGIETSA o5 STEG 55 TV

K-4 is a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) with solid fuel. > K-4 33 & RS FRB TSR B

Missile Type SEF o BRRBES A (SLBM) Uig
Range Capable of striking targets up to 3,500 km. - JOTIUHY 3,500 BT ¢35 I FET6G AT g

Payload Capacity

Can carry a nuclear payload up to ~2 tonnes. -> JUT VY 2% o5 Sd TIRERITEF. TBod &5 o6 Ug

Strategic Objective

Strengthens the sea-based leg of India’s nuclear deterrence. -> itk $& gW&de © Pl EERERT
FIXERS  Aelod T Tk [oF S8 Ui

Nuclear Doctrine Link

Enhances the credibility of India’s nuclear triad. > Sl 5& TIREBCPHRTReU oAded 56 BICE Sedled
O%ded U

Operational Status

Multiple trials are required before full operational deployment. - &l &¥ee GTUIBS € Etke{ © 73 S

A

Official Stand

No detailed public statement issued by the Ministry of Defence. > WWW SHR SBRE
DS S SURPE I6 VIS




Fact

Nuclear Triad

SLBM Advantage

K-Series

INS Arighaat

Policy Context

Explanation

India’s nuclear triad consists of land-based missiles, aircraft, and
submarine-launched missiles. - shetle S& THRFRRAFH SR eI eAsIed Idkol,
BB S & © Bkl UBPoIET C PRI Ul

SLBMs provide second-strike capability due to stealth of submarines.
> SLBM TS BBEHe BESBIcd I ST Aol SRR oRded 5SS SES
U

K-series missiles are developed under India’s secretive Advanced
Technology Vessel (ATV) programme. - K- T AIGAEWATV STFEI
SS T BISHe e S Ut Uk

INS Arighaat is the successor to INS Arihant. & INS Welcds, INS MEIURH-
S5(KC S ESRE IR

Supports India’s No First Use (NFU) nuclear doctrine. - U1 ikl S&
"TIRESHH © SUE' S5 SBb FAGsd Tod U




Year / Mission

2016

2018

2021

2024

Achievement

First successful test of K-4 SLBM from submerged pontoon. - &5
55 B IRFBK-4 59 FURK G0 T FERer §

INS Arihant conducted deterrence patrol with K-15 missile. - INS
RNUR B K-15RdedT S5 edo ULl Sas

K-15 (750 km) SLBM tested from submarine platform. - 75036
@ e K-15 SLBM 59 ESBeX §

Commissioning of INS Arighaat strengthened SSBN fleet. - INS
RWElcds S5 PRSI VPS5 SSBN [BAd sk [P S5 §




With reference to India’s K-4 ballistic missile, consider the following statements:

K-4 is a submarine-launched ballistic missile capable of carrying nuclear warheads.
. The missile strengthens India's sea-based nuclear deterrence.

K-4 is launched exclusively from surface warships.

pw N oo

The test contributes to the credibility of India’s nuclear triad.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Options:

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2,3and 4



Khelo India Tribal
Games: Logo & Mascot
Unveiled in Chhattisgarh




Aspect

Event

Venue

Host State

Event Dates

Target Group

Chief Guests

National Presence

Objective

Policy Link

Details

The logo, mascot and theme song of the first-ever Khelo India Tribal Games (KITG) were
unveiled in Chhattisgarh. - FURE IS I5PF & BI5 BREGSEASH- 3K o S o<l ogd] Gooeied Tos
FIEY T RIEAY TG VY W&ol K VIR

Unveiled at Late B.R. Yadav Sports Stadium, Bilaspur. >#0TdGEHSS'S. (. SE. sl ¢S
BRI Y@Becds™ 2B I Uy

Chhattisgarh is hosting the inaugural edition. -> &&dsS GVVEIT $& IBIIT% CRe U SH YO
Ui

The games will be held from 14 February 2026. -> ¢SSE#6d S 3t 14 DR 2026 SF I

~

A national sporting event dedicated exclusively to tribal athletes. - JUI'S I§f-® Bicse T & &
= STolcedl T TBHIBHEET oOPEE TR U SR od UR

Ceremony attended by Vishnu Deo Sai and Arun Sao (Deputy CM). -> GIRFHIESREFHe BT
AT Y TR 2 T ool e T

Officials from Union Sports Ministry and Sports Authority of India were present. - S5 ¢S
CHIT > ¢ Shokleed] Goo SSPRS U S5 MR TR 8 T e 38

To promote inclusive sports development and expand India’s sporting talent pool. > [E=F 1)
SO Blsdg S UUPH S > 8 dhfle S& 59 SHleshd S BT SIS

Part of the broader Khelo India Programme. - 9101 GSSEBR-II SAFEIT ST FRKTTE




Fact

Khelo India

Tribal Sports

Constitutional Angle

Governance Link

Explanation

Launched in 2018 to revive sports culture at grassroots. - ¢St&d
BRI 2018 38565 bET T8 ¢59T GVWiE S5 @F o (Bhlc ST Vg
&% B I Uik

Tribal communities have strong presence in archery, athletics,
hockey. = o Sodepdl o&HII cekidet, SOBRY > 8 Utpe (68X [bF
Ul

Promotion of tribal welfare aligns with Article 46. - o Sodegdl
S R SoA0%IRH S R BEE 46 Stk U

Sports used as tool for social inclusion & empowerment. - <2}
REBES GRS T TS oY 59 W UE




Year / Initiative

Khelo India Youth Games

Khelo India University Games

Eklavya Model Residential Schools

National Tribal Festival

Focus on school-level talent identification. - VNl bET &&T
eI EUICSS TH YRR

Promotes sports culture in higher education. - &5 2 ed &

Sports infrastructure for tribal students. - o Sodicgdl CAGHS

< XA

Cultural & athletic showcasing of tribal heritage. & o Sodegdl
G > T BHET STIEE



With reference to the Khelo India Tribal Games, consider the following statements:

It is the first national-level sporting event dedicated exclusively to tribal athletes.

The inaugural edition is being hosted by Chhattisgarh.

The Games are part of the Khelo India Programme.

The primary objective is to promote professional league sports in metropolitan cities.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4
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Aspect

What happened

Date

Project Location

Project Cost

Executing Partner

Objective

Strategic Importance

Political Context

Details

Kuwait signed a $4.1 billion agreement with China to complete the Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Port. -> SHF SYHRE R T-3 (gt FEHUCOT S5 ARH URHICE™ S5 gdw 4.1
YD IR ST GXAcdF IS

Agreement announced in December 2025. - U GXIATE Y 2025 WWSHE
B I UIKig

The port is located on Boubyan Island, Kuwait. - 9T PEYIUS0T S5 @WWE
T de U

Engineering, procurement and construction cost is 1.28 billion Kuwaiti Dinars. -

EEREE T 55 TUe 1.28 200 B5He U UR

Chinese companies will undertake construction under bilateral agreement. >

FEH GHAABIS oI B STOIREIRR, SIS %5

To diversify Kuwait’s oil-dependent economy and boost trade & logistics. > ZH#
St ITTHIR mﬁmaga{ > Y R FTERREa’ S5 0 YUdab &g

The port will strengthen Kuwait’s role in regional and global supply chains. - 901
W@FI?%? C R TR S RIS S e (PP STBXIS

Agreement signed in presence of Kuwait’s Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-

Abdullah Al-Sabah. - 0T GXTIed BHF 35 5 TG 56 & THPE WM 35 §




Country / Project

Relevance

Gwadar Port (Pakistan)

China-funded port under BRI with strategic implications.

~> BRI F7UI¢ GB° KEIPRITEREC TR SPPS (EHTR

Hambantota Port (Sri Lanka)

Chinese investment raised debt-trap concerns. - ¢&%
BE SF{ -dd Se IUcs

Dugm Port (Oman)

China-Oman cooperation in port & logistics. - [FcYUIUI
TFHQY NGe -5 > gUIBR S

Chabahar Port (Iran—India)

India’s counter-strategy to regional port geopolitics. -




Question:

With reference to the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port project, consider the following statements:

1. The port is located on Boubyan Island in Kuwait.
2. The project is part of Kuwait's efforts to diversify its oil-dependent economy.
3. China's involvement reflects its broader Belt and Road Initiative strategy.

4. The port has been developed exclusively for naval military use.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Options:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1and 4 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4
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Word of the day

Lugubrious:

excessively mournful

Synonyms: gloomy, unhappy, miserable

Usa g€ His face looked lugubrious after
hearing the sad news.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/lugubriouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /lugubrias/
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