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• खामोशी में किया गया सुधार, शोर मचाने वाली 
उपलब्धियोों से ज़्यादा गहरा असर छोड़ता ह। ”























































• Geopolitical Implications

• China is now the largest lender to the Global 
South, surpassing:

• World Bank

• IMF

• Leads to:

• Dependency

• Renegotiations

• Default fears (Zambia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan)















• Domestic vs External Drivers

• 6.1 Domestic Fundamentals Stable

• Current account deficit manageable.

• Forex reserves stable.

• Inflation under control relative to peers.

• 6.2 External Pressures Dominate

• U.S. tariffs

• Strong USD

• High gold prices

• Weak capital flows

• Geo-economic uncertainty









Skyroot Multi-Launch Vehicle Facility



Topic Details (from article) Extra Facts for Exams

Event
PM Modi will inaugurate Skyroot Aerospace’s Multi-
Launch Vehicle Facility on 27 Nov 2025

India pushing private space sector after IN-SPACe (2020) & 
Space Policy 2023 enabled private launches

Location Infinity Campus, Hyderabad
Telangana becoming India’s private space hub: T-Hub, T-
Works, Aditya-L1 ground systems support at ISTRAC, etc.

Purpose of Facility
To accelerate India’s capability to build, test & deploy 
multiple launch vehicles

India aims to raise its global share of the $500+ billion 
space economy to 8–10% by 2030

Campus Size 2 lakh square feet
Comparable to major global private space campuses (e.g., 
Rocket Lab, Firefly)

Functions
End-to-end processes for orbital-class rockets, including 
design, integration, testing

India’s first fully integrated private rocket campus—earlier 
only ISRO had full-stack manufacturing

Production 
Capacity

Target to produce one orbital rocket every month
India’s PSLV launch frequency historically: 4–6 per year → 
this boosts cadence significantly

Impact on India
Strengthens India’s commercial launch ecosystem & global 
competitiveness

India is already a favored low-cost launch destination with 
PSLV prices 3–4x cheaper than global peers



Unveiling of 
Vikram-I

PM will unveil Vikram-I, Skyroot’s first orbital 
rocket for launching satellites

Vikram-I Specs: payload ~300 kg, 3-stage solid 
propulsion, Q1 2026 first orbital mission 
(expected)

Skyroot’s Earlier 
Achievement

Successfully launched Vikram-S, India’s first 
privately-built sub-orbital rocket

Vikram-S was launched from Sriharikota on 18 
Nov 2022 under ISRO's IN-SPACe support

Founders
Founded by Pawan Chandana & Bharath Daka
(IIT alumni, ex-ISRO engineers)

Skyroot became India’s first private space tech 
startup to raise $100M+ funding

Significance for 
Private Sector

Marks a major boost for India’s private space 
manufacturing

Other private players: Agnikul Cosmos, Bellatrix, 
Pixxel, Dhruva Space

Government 
Support

PM inaugurating highlights priority to Make in 
India – Space

Budget 2024 allocated > ₹12,000 crore to the 
Dept. of Space

Commercial 
Importance

Supports India in capturing small-satellite 
launch market

Global small-sat launch market expected to reach 
$62 billion by 2030



Rocket Type Payload Status

Vikram-S Sub-orbital ~80 kg Launched 2022

Vikram-I Orbital ~300 kg
To be unveiled 

2025

Vikram-II/III
Advanced 

orbital
500–700 kg

Under 

development



Policy / Institution Year Purpose

IN-SPACe 2020
Regulates private sector access to 
ISRO facilities

NSIL 2019 Commercial arm of ISRO

Indian Space Policy 2023
Opened entire space economy to 
private sector

Gaganyaan Ongoing
India’s first human space flight 
(2025–26)



• Consider the following statements regarding 
Skyroot Aerospace:

• Skyroot developed India’s first privately-built sub-
orbital rocket.

• Vikram-I is capable of launching payloads into Low 
Earth Orbit.

• Skyroot’s Infinity Campus is located in Bengaluru.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



EU Court Ruling on Same-Sex Marriage



Topic Key Points from Article Extra Facts for Exams

Institution Involved
EU’s highest court: Court of Justice of the 

European Union (CJEU)

CJEU ensures uniform interpretation of EU law

→ headquartered in Luxembourg

Ruling

Same-sex marriages legally performed in any EU 

member state must be recognised across the 

entire EU bloc

Similar concept in EU treaties: Freedom of 

Movement, Mutual Recognition Principle

Triggering Case

Polish same-sex couple married in Berlin 

(Germany) in 2018; Poland refused to register 

the marriage

Germany legalized same-sex marriage in 2017; 

Poland does not permit same-sex marriages

Violation Identified
Poland’s refusal infringed EU principles: freedom 

of movement, right to private & family life

These rights come from the EU Charter of 

Fundamental Rights (2000) → Article 7 (Private 

life), Article 21 (Non-discrimination), Article 45 

(Free movement)

Background
The couple returned to Poland → authorities 

denied registration → matter referred to EU Court

EU Free Movement Law: Citizens can live with 

their legally recognized spouse anywhere in EU

Impact of Ruling
All 27 EU countries must respect same-sex 

marriages performed in any member state

Countries like Poland, Romania, Hungary must 

recognise foreign same-sex marriages even if 

domestic law bans it



Legal Principle Established

Recognition is mandatory across EU for 

residence, family reunification, healthcare, 

taxation, inheritance

Similar rulings earlier: Coman Case (2018) → non-

EU same-sex spouse gets residency rights

Countries Involved in Dispute
Poland (refused) & Germany (where marriage 

performed)

Poland is classified as part of the EU’s 

conservative bloc; Germany as liberal bloc

Rights Upheld
Right to maintain family life, right to return home

without losing marital status

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) 

also protects family life (Article 8)

Reason for Poland’s Ban

Polish national law does not allow same-sex 

marriage → conflict with EU freedom of movement 

rules

Poland has been criticised earlier for judicial 

independence, LGBTQ+ zones, etc.

Global Comparisons

EU ruling similar to US Supreme Court 

(Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015) legalising same-sex 

marriage nationwide

Over 35+ countries have legalized same-sex 

marriage (as of 2025)

Geopolitical Significance
Reflects tension between EU liberal values vs 

Eastern Europe’s conservative traditions

Part of wider EU issues: rule of law, sanctions, 

funding cuts for Poland/Hungary





Consider the following statements regarding the CJEU ruling on 
same-sex marriages:
1.The ruling mandates that all EU countries must recognise same-sex 
marriages performed in any EU member state.
2.The ruling is based on violations of the right to free movement and 
the right to private and family life.
3.The ruling applies only to countries where same-sex marriage is 
already legal.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



Antarctic Ozone Hole Shrinks



Topic Key Points from Article Extra Facts for UPSC / SSC / State PCS

Event (2025)
Antarctic ozone hole shrinks 
significantly, becoming 5th smallest 
since 1992

Ozone hole size fluctuates seasonally
(Sept–Oct peak) due to polar vortex + 
sunlight

Main Cause of Improvement
Success of the Montreal Protocol, 
reducing ozone-depleting chemicals

Montreal Protocol (1987) = UN treaty
banning CFCs, HCFCs; considered most 
successful environmental treaty

Agencies Reporting It
NASA & NOAA scientists observed 
major improvement

NASA uses OMI & TROPOMI satellites; 
NOAA uses ground-based Dobson 
spectrophotometers

Average Size (2025) 18.71 million sq km (Sept–Mid Oct)
Compared to the peak in early 2000s: 
25–28 million sq km (UPSC-important)

Largest Single-Day Extent (2025)
Recorded on 9 Sept 2025 → 22.86 
million sq km

The size is ≈30% smaller than record 
2006 value

Historical Peak
2006 had one of the largest ozone 
holes

2006 size = 29.6 million sq km (one of 
the largest ever recorded)



Long-term Measurement Satellite data since 1979
First ozone hole detection by British 
Antarctic Survey (1985)

Global Environmental Action
Concentrations of ozone-depleting 
substances down by 1/3 since 2000

CFC-11, CFC-12 have multi-decade 
lifetimes → recovery expected by 2060–
2070

Current Status (2025)
Ozone hole is one of the smallest in four 
decades

UNEP & WMO predict full recovery of 
Antarctic ozone layer by ~2066

Key Pollutants Reduced CFCs, HCFCs, Halons phased out
CFCs cause catalytic destruction of ozone 
via chlorine radicals (Cl•)

Why Hole Shrinks Faster Now
Decline in ODS + unusual atmospheric 
conditions (weaker polar vortex)

Volcanic eruptions/pyroCb events can 
temporarily worsen ozone hole

Geographical Area Located above Antarctica
Extremely cold temperatures form polar 
stratospheric clouds (PSCs) enabling 
rapid ozone destruction

Importance of Ozone Protects from harmful UV-B radiation
Ozone depletion → skin cancer, cataracts, 
crop loss, phytoplankton damage

India’s Role
India banned CFCs under Montreal 
Protocol + ODS Rules, 2000

India operates ozone monitoring 
stations: Pune, Bangalore, Port Blair

Ozone Depleting Potential (ODP) Declining ODP shows chemical recovery
CFC-11 ODP = 1 (highest), HCFC-22 = 
0.055





With reference to the 2025 Antarctic ozone hole 
observations, consider the following statements:
1.The 2025 Antarctic ozone hole was the smallest 
recorded since 1979.
2.Scientists attribute the improvement primarily to the 
Montreal Protocol.
3.Ozone depletion over Antarctica is highest during the 
southern spring.
Which of the statements is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



Ahmedabad – 2030 Commonwealth Games
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