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Assam proposes jail term,
heavy fines for polygamy

Bill, tabled in Assembly, seeks to ‘protect women, streamline society’; it covers residents entering

such marriages outside State, but doesn't apply to Scheduled Tribes and Sixth Schedule areas

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

n  anti-polygamy

Bill tabled by As-

sam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma in
the State Assembly on
Tuesday prescribes impri-
sonment and heavy fines
for people entering into, or
hiding, a second marriage
while the first continues to
be valid.

The Assam Prohibition
of Polygamy Bill, 2025,
makes polygamy a crimi-
nal offence, punishable
with up to seven years in
jail and a fine, and up to 10
years in jail if a person en-
ters into a marriage while
concealing an existing one,
The punishment will be
doubled for repeat offen-
ders, it says. Barring the
Sixth Schedule areas, the
draft law will be applicable
across the State and will
not cover members of the
Scheduled Tribes under
Article 342 of the Constitu-
tion. Customary laws of
some tribes in Assam allow

Banning polygamy

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday
tabled the Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025 in the
State Assembly. It prescribes imprisonment and heavy fines

for people entering into or hiding a second
marriage while the first continues to be valid

Here is a timeline of the new Bill:

® August 21: Assam government seeks public
opinion by August 30, through email or by
post, on a law to end polygamy in the State

» November 9: The Assam Cabinet approves
anew legislation to outlaw polygamy

= November 25: The Assam Prohibition
of Polygamy Bill, 2025, is tabled in the

126-member Assembly

multiple marriages.

According to the State-
ment of Objects and Rea-
sons, the Bill seeks to “pro-
hibit and eliminate
practices of polygamy”,
protect women from hard-
ship and “streamline the
society”.

Other offenders

It brings village heads, qa-
zis (Muslim clerics who so-
lemnise marriages), pa-
rents, and legal guardians
of people indulging in poly-

gamy under its scope.
Anyone who “wilfully
hides, neglects or unrea-
sonably delays” informa-
tion to the police about
such marriages may be
punished as the main of-
fenders and jailed for up to
two years and fined up to
% lakh.

The fine may extend to
1.5 lakh for any priest or
qazi who solemnises a
marriage contrary to the
provisions of the law know-

ingly and willingly.

A provision covers any
resident of Assam who
willingly and knowingly
enters into a polygamous
marriage outside the State,
as well as people who live
outside Assam but own im-
movable property in the
State or receive State-fund-
ed benefits, subsidies, or
welfare support.

The Bill seeks to make
people convicted under
the law ineligible for go-
vernment-funded or aided
jobs and benefits under
any government scheme,
and bar them from contest-
ing any election.

The draft law also pro-
vides a mechanism for
compensation to women
affected by polygamous
marriages.

Polygamous marriages
contracted before it comes
into force will not be affect-
ed, as long as they follow
existing personal or cus-
tomary laws and have valid
proof. It also gives police
officers the power to inter-
vene before a prohibited
marriage takes place.




1. What Has Happened?

1.1 Assam Government Tables New Bill
« Name: Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025

e Introduced by CM Himanta Biswa Sarma.
« Polygamy made a criminal offence in Assam.

2. Key Provisions of the Bill

2.1 Imprisonment

« Up to 7 years jail + fine if a person enters into a second marriage while first is still valid.
« Up to 10 years imprisonment if the second marriage is concealed.
» Repeat offenders: Punishment doubled.

2.2 Applicability
« Applicable across Assam
e Does NOT apply to:
« Scheduled Tribes (STs)
« Sixth Schedule areas (autonomous district councils under Article 244(2))



2.3 Who Can Be Punished?

Includes penalties on:

« Village heads

Qazis (Muslim clerics who solemnise marriage)

Parents & guardians encouraging polygamy

Anyone “wilfully hides, neglects, or unreasonably delays" reporting polygamy

Anyone solemnising such a marriage knowingly = up to 2 years jail + ¥1 lakh fine

2.4 Special Provision for Priests

» Priests/Qazis who solemnise invalid marriages - %1.5 lakh fine

3. Territorial & Extra-State Applicability

Covers:

« Assam residents knowingly entering polygamous marriages outside the State
+ Non-residents who:

 Own immovable property in Assam

* Receive State benefits/subsidies



4. Exemptions

« Polygamous marriages contracted before this law comes into force are valid
e Customary law for Scheduled Tribes remains protected (5th & 6th Schedule protections)

5. Impact on Public Employment & Rights

« Convicted individuals become ineligible for:
e Govt jobs
» State-funded benefits
« Aided institutions

« Convicted persons barred from contesting elections

6. Protection Mechanism for Women

6.1 Compensation

« Bill provides mechanism for compensation to women affected by polygamous marriages.

6.2 Police Intervention

» Police have power to intervene before polygamous marriage takes place if informed.



7.1 Freedom of Religion vs Social Reform

e Personal laws can be overridden under:
e Article 25(2)(b) - Social welfare & reform

o States have power under Concurrent List (Entry 5) - marriage, divorce, family law.

7.2 Sixth Schedule

o Autonomous districts of Assam (e.g., Khasi, Garo, Karbi Anglong) governed under:
e Articles 244(2) & 275(1)

» Hence exempt from state law in many personal law matters.

7.3 Precedent

e Similar to Uttar Pradesh’s anti-conversion & marriage laws expanding policing powers into personal

domain.



Q. Consider the following statements about the Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025:
1. The Bill excludes Scheduled Tribes and Sixth Schedule areas from its applicability.

2. The Bill makes individuals convicted under it ineligible for government-funded benefits and
government jobs.

3. Priests or Qazis who solemnise a polygamous marriage knowingly can be fined up to 1.5 lakh.

4. The Bill applies only to residents of Assam and cannot penalise people entering such marriages

outside the State.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 and 3 only
B.1and 4 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2 3and 4



Toxic air is a year-round blight in 60% of Indian districts: study

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

People in 60% of India’s
districts are exposed to
polluted air all through the
year, not just in winter, ac-
cording to an analysis by a
research body published
on Tuesday. This means
that 447 of 749 districts re-
corded concentrations of
particulate matter (PM2.5)
— toxic chemical and or-
ganic particles — that ex-
ceed the annual safe values
prescribed by the National
Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dard (NAAQS).
cCM

w

Not a single district in
the country reported con-
centrations within the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) guideline of 5 pg/m?
(microgram per cubic
metre), which is about
eight times more stringent
than India’s standards (40
ug/m’), according to the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air ana-
lysis. The study underlines
the fact that exposure to
significant air pollution is
not restricted to winter
alone as is commonly
believed.

The maximum number

4

Left breathless: Delhi and Assam with 11 districts each accounted
for nearly half of the top 50 most polluted districts. FILE PHOTO

of polluted districts are alone accounted for nearly
concentrated in a few  halfof the top 50 most pol-
States. Delhi (11 districts) luted districts, followed by
and Assam (11 districts) Bihar (7) and Haryana (7).

Other States with signifi-
cant numbers include Ut-
tar Pradesh (4), Tripura
(3), Rajasthan (2), West
Bengal (2).

Cleaner States

On the other hand, the ma-
jority of districts in Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Kera-
la, Sikkim, Goa, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu have pop-
ulation-exposure numbers
within the NAAQS-pre-
scribed limits. “These pat-
terns highlight the conti-
nued dominance of
northern and eastern
States in India’s PM2.5 pol-

lution hotspots, while
southern and coastal re-
gions remain relatively
cleaner,” the authors Ma-
nojkumar N. and Monish
Raj say in their analysis,
which is not a peer-re-
viewed paper. Population-
exposure numbers can
differ from ambient con-
centration numbers.

The winter months of
December, January, and
February are still the most
polluted. About 82% (616
of 749 districts) of districts
recorded values breaching
the national standard dur-
ing this season.




1. Key Finding

1.1 60% of Indian districts suffer from year-round polluted air

« 447 out of 749 districts exceed annual safe limits of PM2.5 prescribed by the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS).

« Exposure to toxic air is not limited to winter months.

1.2 No district meets WHO standards

« WHO PM2.5 guideline = 5 pg/m?® annually.
» India's standard = 40 pg/m?® - 8 times higher than WHO.
« Not a single district recorded values within WHO safe limits.

2. Study Details

2.1 Conducted By
« Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA).

2.2 Nature of Study
« Based on population-weighted PM2.5 exposure.
» Not a peer-reviewed paper.

» Population-exposure values may differ from ambient air quality readings.



3. Most Polluted States (District-Wise Count)

3.1 Top Contributors (11 districts each)

* Delhi
e Assam

3.2 Other Polluted States
» Bihar (7 districts)
e Haryana (7)
o Uttar Pradesh (4)
« Tripura (3)
« Rajasthan (2)
« West Bengal (2)

4. Cleaner States

Most districts in the following states recorded PM2.5 levels within NAAQS limits:
» Andhra Pradesh

« Telangana
+ Kerala

» Sikkim
 Goa

« Karnataka
« Tamil Nadu



4.1 Geographic Explanation

» Cleaner airin:

» Coastal regions

» Southern India

« High-rainfall states
« Worst airin:

» North India due to winter inversion, stubble burning, industrial belt.

5.Seasonal Trend

5.1 Winter still worst

« 82% (616 of 749 districts) breach NAAQS in Winter (Dec—Feb).
* Due to:

e Temperature inversion

 Low wind speed

« Stubble burning

« Increased heating/fuel use



6.1 What is PM2.5?

e Fine particulate matter < 2.5 micrometers.

e Can penetrate lungs, enter bloodstream - causes:
« COPD
e Asthma
e Heart disease

e Strokes

6.2 NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standards)

e Set by CPCB under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
e Annual PM2.5 permissible limit: 40 pug/mé.

6.3 India’s Clean Air Policies

e NCAP (2019): Cut PM levels by 40% by 2026.
e GRAP (Delhi-NCR): Emergency graded response.
o« Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) Act 2021 - statutory body.



Q. Consider the following statements:

. According to the study, more than half of India’s districts recorded PM2.5 levels above the NAAQS
annual safe limit.

. India's PM2.5 standard is eight times more stringent than the WHQO's annual guideline.
. No district in India met the WHO's PM2.5 safe limit of 5 pg/mé,

. Southern and coastal states generally show population-exposure numbers within NAAQS limits.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 3 and 4 only
B.1and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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SC upholds dismissal
of Christian officer
from Indian Army

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday upheld the dis-
missal of a Christian Army
officer who refused to en-
ter the sanctum sanctorum
of his regiment’s temple to
perform pooja, saying that
he had used his “personal
understanding” of what his
religion permits to break
military discipline and, in
the process, insulted his

troops.
“Leaders have to lead by
example. You insulted

your troops. When a pas-
tor, a leader of your faith,
counselled you that it was
alright, you should have
left it at that. You were can-
tankerous... You cannot
have your private under-
standing of what your reli-
gion permits. That too, in
uniform,” Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, accom-
panied by Justice Joymalya
Bagchi on the Bench,
remarked.

The Chief Justice de-
scribed the refusal of Sa-
muel Kamalesan, the peti-
tioner, to participate in the
regimental religious activi-
ty as the “grossest kind of
indiscipline”. “You may be
outstanding in 100 things,
but the Indian Army is
known for its secular ap-
proach... You have failed to

respect the sentiments of
your own soldiers,” the
Chief Justice said.

Fundamental rights
Justice Bagchi asked senior
advocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan, who appeared for
Mr. Kamalesan, to point
out which Christian reli-
gious text barred a follower
from entering a temple.

Mr. Sankaranarayanan
argued that the fundamen-
tal right of his client to
practise a religion under
Article 25 of the Constitu-
tion cannot be taken away
merely because he had
joined the Armed Forces.

“Article 25 protects es-
sential religious features,
not every sentiment,” Jus-
tice Bagchi responded.

The Army, represented
by Additional Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
submitted that Mr. Kamale-
san had not attended man-
datory regimental parades
despite several attempts by
officers to advise him. His
conduct had weakened un-
it cohesion, he said.

The Delhi High Court
had upheld the Army’s ac-
tion in a judgment in May,
which held that Mr. Kama-
lesan “kept his religion
above a lawful command
from his superior. This
clearly is an act of

indiscipline”.



1. What Happened?

1.1 Supreme Court Verdict

o The Supreme Court upheld the dismissal of Samuel Kamalesan, a Christian Army officer.
» Reason: He refused to enter the sanctum sanctorum of his regiment’s temple to perform pooja,
which is part of regimental tradition.

1.2 Court’'s View

» His refusal was seen as:
« Breach of military discipline
« Insult to his troops
« Gross indiscipline

2. Court's Observations

2.1 Chief Justice Surya Kant's Remarks

« “You cannot have your private understanding of religion in uniform.”
« "The Army is known for its secular approach.”
« "You failed to respect sentiments of your own soldiers.”

» Leaders must lead by example; his conduct was “cantankerous.”



2.2 Basis of Dismissal
« Regimental religious activities are part of:
» Unit cohesion
« Military tradition
« Morale building
« His refusal weakened unit cohesion.

3. Arguments Presented

3.1 Petitioner (Kamalesan)

« Argued through senior advocate:
« He has a fundamental right to practice religion under Article 25.
« Dismissal violates his freedom of religion.

3.2 Supreme Court’s Counter

« Article 25 protects essential religious practices, not personal interpretations.

« Article 25 is subject to public order, morality, health and other laws — including military discipline.

3.3 Army's Argument
« Presented by Additional Solicitor-General:
« Kamalesan disobeyed a lawful command.
+ Repeatedly missed mandatory regimental parades.
« His conduct weakened the regiment’s morale and cohesion.



4.1 Article 25 - Freedom of Religion

e Subject to:
» Public order
« Morality
« Health
e Other provisions of Part lll
« Does NOT override:
« Armed Forces (Discipline and Behaviour) Rules
« Army Act, 1950

4.2 Armed Forces and Fundamental Rights
« Rights can be restricted for:
« Discipline
« Unit cohesion
» Security
« Supported by:

» Article 33 - Parliament can modify fundamental rights for Armed Forces.

4.3 Essential Religious Practices (ERP) Doctrine

« Only practices fundamental to a religion get protection.
« Court asked: "Which Christian text bars entry into a temple?"
« No evidence provided = Not an ERP.
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1.1 Scale of China’s Global Lending

« Between 2000 and 2023, China provided over $2 trillion in:
« Loans
 Grants

» Benefited over 80% of countries/regions worldwide.

1.2 Data Source

« Report by AidData, research institute at the College of William & Mary, Virginia (USA).

2. Key Beneficiaries

2.1 Top Recipient - United States (!)

» U.S. received ~9% of the total Chinese lending (= $180 billion).
» Mostly commercial loans to U.S. companies.

2.2 Russia and Australia

» Russia: $172 billion
e Australia: $130 billion

2.3 European Union

« EU member firms = $161 billion across 1,800 projects.



3. Nature of Chinese Lending

3.1 State-Owned Dominance

e >95% of loans given by:
e Chinese state-owned banks
e Government entities

e Chinese central bank

3.2 Commercial vs Development Loans

e >75% of loans to U.S. entities = commercial.

e Only ~7% were "developmental”.

3.3 The Commercial Turn
e In 2000: China lent $320 million to U.S.

e By 2023: expanded to $19 billion = reflects shift to commercial profit-oriented lending.



4. Number of Countries Borrowing

4.1 Scale

« Out of 217 countries & territories, 179 borrowed from Chinese state-owned creditors.
« China became the world’s largest creditor and debt collector in 2023, with:
« $140 billion lent globally.

5. Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) Evolution

5.1 Initial Focus (2013-2018)

* Heavy on:
» Infrastructure
« Energy
» Connectivity projects
« BRI accounted for 75% of China's overseas lending earlier.

5.2 Current Trend
» BRI-related lending is now only ~25% of China’s lending portfolio.

e China scaling back due to:
» Debt distress in many partner countries

« Domestic financial concerns



6. High-Income Countries & China

6.1 China Lending to Rich Nations

e China lent $943 billion to high-income countries.

e Six high-income nations featured in the top 20 borrowers.

7. China's Declining Role as a Development Donor

7.1 Decline in Aid

e China spent $5.7 billion/year historically on development aid.
e In 2023, this dropped to $1.9 billion.

7.2 Increasing Focus on Commercial Lending

e Aid down; commercial loans up.

e China is shifting away from “poor nation aid provider” role.



8. Mergers & Acquisitions Strategy

8.1 80% Success Rate
e China reportedly has:

» 80% approval rate for overseas corporate acquisitions.
e Due to:

o Weak screening in partner countries

e Use of offshore shell companies

e International bank syndicates

9. India’s Borrowing from China

9.1 Total Borrowed

e Indian firms borrowed/received $11.1 billion (as of 2023).

9.2 Sectors

e Energy sector

e Banking & financial services

9.3 Nature of Funds

e Mix of commercial and developmental intent.



* Geopolitical Implications

* China is now the largest lender to the Global
South, surpassing:

* World Bank
* IMF
e Leads to:
* Dependency
* Renegotiations
e Default fears (Zambia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan)




Lending hand

The data for the charts were sourced from a report titled
‘Chasing China: Learning to Play by Beijing’s Global
Lending Rules’ by AidData

Map 1: Amounts lent/granted to entities in
various countries by China, between 2000 and
2023. Over 80% of countries/territories have
received at least one loan from China

‘_m_ss_h_ $171.2 billion
. s

United States
 $201.9 billion

o 3 i
. | @G o &
' . e 4
@ 5 | 3

More than 75% of ‘ India = »
Chinese loans to . . Chinese banks
U.S. companies . lent or granted
were “commercial’, .' $11.1 billion to
while only about Indian entities
7% were for » r
“developmental”
intents

Map not to scale



U.S. 202
Russia (GGG 172
Australia 130

Venezuela [N 106

Pakistan 74
Angola 74
Kazakhstan 64
Brazil 64
Indonesia 61  Total loan commitments
U.K. 60 (2000-2023, $ billion)
Switzerland 41 )
Argentina | S 36 Chart 2: The 20 cogntrles
Singapore 35 that received the highest loan
Germany 33 commitments, bet.ween %OOO
Turkey 33 and 2023, along with the income
Iran 29 bracket under which they fall
xzf:asz ;_? Bl High-income country
—— %6 [ Transitional country
[ILow- or middle-income country

S. Arabia [ 25

Chart 3: The share of high-income and low-income countries
in China’s portfolio. Where Belt and Road Initiative once made
up 75% of China’s lending operations, it now makes up 25%

(figures in percent)
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‘Rupee is Asia’s worst
performing currency’

The domestic currency may slide to 90 against the USD if the trade deal

with the US. does not happen in the near future, caution analysts

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

t a sharp deprecia-

tion of 4,3% against

the US. Dollar
(USD) in this calendar year
(January-December 2025),
the Indian Rupee (INR) has
become the worst per-
forming currency in Asia,
forex analysts said. It may
further slide to 90 against
the USD if the trade deal
with the U.S. does not hap-

Stating that the INR's
performance has been
weaker com; with
peers like the Chinese
Yuan and the Indonesian
Rupiah, Akshat Garg, AP,
Choice Wealth said, “It is
still faring better than
structurally weak curren-
cles like the Japanese Yen
and Korean Won, which
continue to battle domes-
tic policy challenges”

“Overall, the rupec'stra-
jectory now hinges on glo-
bal dollar strength more

According to Tanay Da-
lal, Senior V-P, Business &
Economic Research, Axis
Bank, the INR has been fac-
ing depreciation pressure
for many months, not so
much because of the cur-
rent account which has
been benign, but because
of capital outflows.

“INR has weakened
against Asia FX [forelgn Ex-
change], but mostly
against current account
surplus countries, The INR

Currency cauldron: The rupee's trajectory now hinges an global
dodlar strength more than domestic fundamentals, REUTERS

has weakened 4% CY'TD
[Calendar Year-to-Date], as
against 2.9% in IDR [Indo-
nesian Rupiah] and 1.3% In
PHP [Philippine Peso),”
Mr. Dalal said.

Apart from this, the rest
of the Astan currency com-
plex has appreciated, lar-
gely driven by the CNY
[Chinese Yuan] where the
PBOC/SAFE [Currency Ex-
change policy of China's
central bank] have been
driving this through re-
peated intervention and
signalling, he added.

The INR touched a new
low vs the USD on Novem-
ber 21, 2025, as it went past
the 88.8 levels (that the RBI
had been defending in re-
cent weeks) and touched
89.66 levels in the spot
market. Since then, it has
recouped some of its losses
and was on Tuesday trad-
ing at 89.22 levels against
the USD.

Sankar Chakraborti, MD
& CEO, Acuité Ratings and
Research said, “The 3.6%
appreciation of the USD ov-
er the last two months has
put pressure on most cur-

rencies, including the INR.
India is facing twin exter-
nal shocks: U.S. tariffs and
high precious metal prices.
The combination of ad-
verse geo-economic and
geopolitical environments
is weighing upon India's
merchandise trade deficit.”

Trump tariff impact
“The sharp depreciation of
the INR is the consequence
of the cumulative impact of
several factors, First and
foremost, the Trump admi-
nistration imposed 50% ta-
riff on India hurting her ex-
ports, This led to a record
$41.7 billion trade deficit in
October triggering a rupee
slide,” said V.K. Vijayaku-
mar, Chief [nvestment
Strategist, Geofit Invest-
ments Ltd. “Secondly, the
sharp spike in gold price
this vear has triggered
huge investment in gold
and Gold ETFs leading to
200% Increase in demand
for gold in October causing
the gold import bill to
spike to $§14.72 billion in
October,™ Mr, Vijayakumar
added.




2. Factors Behind Rupee Weakness

2.1 Strong US Dollar

« Global dollar strength due to:
» Fed's tighter monetary stance
* US economy outperforming other economies

« Rupee’s weakness is driven more by global dollar strength than domestic fundamentals.

2.2 Comparison With Asian Peers

» INR weaker relative to:
¢ Chinese Yuan
» Indonesian Rupiah
* Philippine Peso
« Still doing better than:
« Japanese Yen
» Korean Won
(both suffering from domestic policy challenges)

2.3 INR CYTD Performance
« Declined 4% CYTD.

« Compare:
e IDR:-2.9%
e PHP:-1.3%



4. External Shocks Affecting INR

4.1 U.S. Tariffs on India

e Part of U.S. trade war.

e Heavy tariffs led to:
e« Record $41.7 billion trade deficit (Oct 2025)
e Pressure on INR

e Decline in export competitiveness

4.2 High Gold Prices

e Surge in global gold prices = Higher Indian imports.
e In October 2025, gold import bill jumped to:
o $14.72 billion

e ETFs and speculative flows boosted gold demand.



Domestic vs External Drivers

6.1 Domestic Fundamentals Stable
Current account deficit manageable.
Forex reserves stable.

Inflation under control relative to peers.
6.2 External Pressures Dominate
U.S. tariffs

Strong USD

High gold prices

Weak capital flows

Geo-economic uncertainty




Why does a currency depreciate?

oo N s

Capital outflows

High imports (e.g., gold, oil)
Trade deficit

Global risk aversion
Strengthening USD Index (DXY)

Central bank policy divergence

Implications of a weak Rupee

Costlier imports: oil, gold, electronics

Leads to imported inflation

Worsens CAD

Boosts exports marginally (but India’s export elasticity is low)

Increases cost of foreign debt servicing

Indian Context

India is a net commodity importer - weak rupee hurts
RBI intervenes to manage volatility, not valuation

U.S. trade tensions add pressure
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RECOGNITION

Rohit named Brand Ambassador
for the 2026 Men’s T20 World Cup

r
.

dla

FILE PHOTO

Rohit Sharma, part of both of India’s Men’s T20 World Cup wins (in
2007 and 2024) and the only player to feature in all nine editions,
was unveiled as the Brand Ambassador for the 2026 T20 World Cup
in India and Sri Lanka, becoming the first active international
cricketer to hold such an ICC role.



Skyroot Multi-Launch Vehicle Facility



Topic

Event

Location

Purpose of Facility

Campus Size

Functions

Production
Capacity

Impact on India

Details (from article)
PM Modi will inaugurate Skyroot Aerospace’s Multi-
Launch Vehicle Facility on 27 Nov 2025

Infinity Campus, Hyderabad

To accelerate India’s capability to build, test & deploy
multiple launch vehicles

2 lakh square feet

End-to-end processes for orbital-class rockets, including
design, integration, testing

Target to produce one orbital rocket every month

Strengthens India’s commercial launch ecosystem & global
competitiveness

Extra Facts for Exams

India pushing private space sector after IN-SPACe (2020) &
Space Policy 2023 enabled private launches

Telangana becoming India’s private space hub: T-Hub, T-
Works, Aditya-L1 ground systems support at ISTRAC, etc.

India aims to raise its global share of the $500+ billion
space economy to 8-10% by 2030

Comparable to major global private space campuses (e.g.,
Rocket Lab, Firefly)

India’s first fully integrated private rocket campus—earlier
only ISRO had full-stack manufacturing

India’s PSLV launch frequency historically: 4—6 per year -
this boosts cadence significantly

India is already a favored low-cost launch destination with
PSLV prices 3—-4x cheaper than global peers



Vikram-I Specs: payload ~300 kg, 3-stage solid

U.nvelllng of PM will unveil Vll_(ram-l, SI.<yroot s first orbital propulsion, Q1 2026 first orbital mission
Vikram-I rocket for launching satellites

(expected)
Skyroot’s Earlier Successfully launched Vikram-S, India’s first Vikram-S was launched from Sriharikota on 18
Achievement privately-built sub-orbital rocket Nov 2022 under ISRO's IN-SPACe support

Founded by Pawan Chandana & Bharath Daka Skyroot became India’s first private space tech

Founders (IIT alumni, ex-ISRO engineers) startup to raise $100M+ funding

Significance for Marks a major boost for India’s private space  Other private players: Agnikul Cosmos, Bellatrix,
Private Sector = manufacturing Pixxel, Dhruva Space

Government PM inaugurating highlights priority to Make in Budget 2024 allocated > %12,000 crore to the
Support India — Space Dept. of Space

Commercial Supports India in capturing small-satellite Global small-sat launch market expected to reach
Importance launch market $62 billion by 2030



Rocket
Vikram-S

Vikram-|

Vikram-II/Ill

Type
Sub-orbital

Orbital

Advanced
orbital

Payload
~80 kg

~300 kg

500-700 kg

Status
Launched 2022

To be unvelled
2025

Under
development



Policy / Institution
IN-SPACe

NSIL

Indian Space Policy

Gaganyaan

Year
2020
2019

2023

Ongoing

Purpose

Regulates private sector access to
ISRO facilities

Commercial arm of ISRO

Opened entire space economy to
private sector

India’s first human space flight
(2025-26)



* Consider the following statements regarding
Skyroot Aerospace:

» Skyroot developed India’s first privately-built sub-
orbital rocket.

* Vikram-I is capable of launching payloads into Low
Earth Orbit.

» Skyroot’s Infinity Campus is located in Bengaluru.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* A.1and2only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3



EU Court Ruling on Same-Sex Marriage



Topic

Institution Involved

Ruling

Triggering Case

Violation Identified

Background

Impact of Ruling

Key Points from Article

EU’s highest court: Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU)

Same-sex marriages legally performed in any EU
member state must be recognised across the
entire EU bloc

Polish same-sex couple married in Berlin
(Germany) in 2018; Poland refused to register
the marriage

Poland’s refusal infringed EU principles: freedom
of movement, right to private & family life

The couple returned to Poland — authorities
denied registration — matter referred to EU Court

All 27 EU countries must respect same-sex
marriages performed in any member state

Extra Facts for Exams

CJEU ensures uniform interpretation of EU law
— headquartered in Luxembourg

Similar concept in EU treaties: Freedom of
Movement, Mutual Recognition Principle

Germany legalized same-sex marriage in 2017;
Poland does not permit same-sex marriages

These rights come from the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights (2000) — Article 7 (Private
life), Article 21 (Non-discrimination), Article 45
(Free movement)

EU Free Movement Law: Citizens can live with
their legally recognized spouse anywhere in EU

Countries like Poland, Romania, Hungary must
recognise foreign same-sex marriages even if
domestic law bans it



Legal Principle Established

Countries Involved in Dispute

Rights Upheld

Reason for Poland’s Ban

Global Comparisons

Geopolitical Significance

Recognition is mandatory across EU for
residence, family reunification, healthcare,
taxation, inheritance

Poland (refused) & Germany (where marriage
performed)

Right to maintain family life, right to return home
without losing marital status

Polish national law does not allow same-sex
marriage — conflict with EU freedom of movement
rules

EU ruling similar to US Supreme Court
(Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015) legalising same-sex
marriage nationwide

Reflects tension between EU liberal values vs
Eastern Europe’s conservative traditions

Similar rulings earlier: Coman Case (2018) — non-
EU same-sex spouse gets residency rights

Poland is classified as part of the EU’s
conservative bloc; Germany as liberal bloc

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)
also protects family life (Article 8)

Poland has been criticised earlier for judicial
independence, LGBTQ+ zones, etc.

Over 35+ countries have legalized same-sex
marriage (as of 2025)

Part of wider EU issues: rule of law, sanctions,
funding cuts for Poland/Hungary



1. Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU)
e Highest judicial authority in EU law

e Ensures uniform legal interpretation
e Located: Luxembourg City
e Two courts:

e Court of Justice

e General Court

2. Same-Sex Marriage Recognition in Europe

o Western Europe: Mostly legal (Germany, France, Spain, Netherlands)

e Eastern Europe: Mostly illegal (Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Bulgaria)

3. Relevant EU Laws

e Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) - free movement
e EU Charter of Fundamental Rights (2000)
« ECHR Article 8 = Right to family life



Consider the following statements regarding the CJEU ruling on
same-sex marriages:

1.The ruling mandates that all EU countries must recognise same-sex
marriages performed in any EU member state.

2.The ruling is based on violations of the right to free movement and
the right to private and family life.

3.The ruling applies only to countries where same-sex marriage is
already legal.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1and 3 only

D.1,2,and 3



Antarctic Ozone Hole Shrinks



Topic

Event (2025)

Main Cause of Improvement

Agencies Reporting It

Average Size (2025)
Largest Single-Day Extent (2025)

Historical Peak

Key Points from Article

Antarctic ozone hole shrinks
significantly, becoming 5th smallest
since 1992

Success of the Montreal Protocol,
reducing ozone-depleting chemicals

NASA & NOAA scientists observed
major improvement

18.71 million sq km (Sept—Mid Oct)

Recorded on 9 Sept 2025 - 22.86
million sq km

2006 had one of the largest ozone
holes

Extra Facts for UPSC / SSC / State PCS

Ozone hole size fluctuates seasonally
(Sept—Oct peak) due to polar vortex +
sunlight

Montreal Protocol (1987) = UN treaty
banning CFCs, HCFCs; considered most
successful environmental treaty

NASA uses OMI & TROPOMI satellites;
NOAA uses ground-based Dobson
spectrophotometers

Compared to the peak in early 2000s:
25-28 million sq km (UPSC-important)
The size is *30% smaller than record
2006 value

2006 size = 29.6 million sq km (one of
the largest ever recorded)



Long-term Measurement

Global Environmental Action

Current Status (2025)

Key Pollutants Reduced

Why Hole Shrinks Faster Now

Geographical Area

Importance of Ozone

India’s Role

Ozone Depleting Potential (ODP)

Satellite data since 1979

Concentrations of ozone-depleting
substances down by 1/3 since 2000

Ozone hole is one of the smallest in four
decades

CFCs, HCFCs, Halons phased out

Decline in ODS + unusual atmospheric
conditions (weaker polar vortex)

Located above Antarctica

Protects from harmful UV-B radiation

India banned CFCs under Montreal
Protocol + ODS Rules, 2000

Declining ODP shows chemical recovery

First ozone hole detection by British
Antarctic Survey (1985)

CFC-11, CFC-12 have multi-decade
lifetimes = recovery expected by 2060-
2070

UNEP & WMO predict full recovery of
Antarctic ozone layer by ~2066

CFCs cause catalytic destruction of ozone
via chlorine radicals (Cle)

Volcanic eruptions/pyroCb events can
temporarily worsen ozone hole

Extremely cold temperatures form polar
stratospheric clouds (PSCs) enabling
rapid ozone destruction

Ozone depletion = skin cancer, cataracts,
crop loss, phytoplankton damage

India operates ozone monitoring
stations: Pune, Bangalore, Port Blair

CFC-11 ODP =1 (highest), HCFC-22 =
0.055



Montreal Protocol (1987)

« Adopted: 1987

» Entered into force: 1989

« All 198 UN member states are parties = only treaty with universal ratification

« Phased out: CFCs, HCFCs, Halons, Carbon tetrachloride, Methyl chloroform

« Amendment: Kigali Amendment (2016) - phase-down of HFCs (not ozone-depleting but potent

greenhouse gases)

Why the Ozone Hole Is Over Antarctica (Geography Logic)
1. Extremely cold winters create polar stratospheric clouds

2. Sunlight returns in spring = chlorine activation = ozone destruction

3. Strong polar vortex traps chemicals = concentrated ozone loss

¥ Environmental Science Notes

e 0Ozone occurs mostly in the stratosphere (10-50 km)
e Maximum concentration around 20-30 km altitude
» Measured in Dobson Units (DU) = 300 DU = normal level

« Antarctic ozone hole often reaches 100 DU or lower



With reference to the 2025 Antarctic ozone hole
observations, consider the following statements:
1.The 2025 Antarctic ozone hole was the smallest
recorded since 1979.

2.Scientists attribute the improvement primarily to the
Montreal Protocol.

3.0zone depletion over Antarctica is highest during the
southern spring.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3




Ahmedabad — 2030 Commonwealth Games



Topic

Main Update (2025)

Host City

Approval Authority

Reason for Ahmedabad'’s
Selection

Competing Cities

India’s Long-term Sports
Plan

Key Points from Article

India is close to securing the 2030
Commonwealth Games (CWG)
hosting rights

Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Final approval expected at the
Commonwealth Sport General
Assembly in Glasgow

Strong infrastructure, governance,
technical standards, athlete

experience

Ahmedabad chosen over Abuja,
Nigeria

Aim to expand global sporting
footprint; bringing major event back
after two decades

Extra Facts for UPSC & Other Exams @

India previously hosted CWG only once -
Delhi 2010

Ahmedabad = India’s first UNESCO World
Heritage City (2017)

Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF)
HQ = London, UK

Ahmedabad houses Narendra Modi
Stadium - world's largest cricket stadium
(capacity: 132,000+)

Abuja now encouraged to bid for 2034
CWG

India aims to become a multi-sport
hosting hub like Australia & UK



Recommendation Status

Evaluation Criteria

Presentation at Assembly

Time Gap Since Last Indian
Hosting

India's Recent Sports

Investments

Global Sports Diplomacy

Angle

India's Medal Performance

Economic Benefits

Organisations Involved in
India

Commonwealth Sports Board has
already recommended India’'s bid

Technical delivery, governance
standards, athlete experience,
alignment with sport values

India will present roadmap for
successful hosting

CWG was last hosted by India in 2010
= return after 20 years if 2030 bid
succeeds

Heavy investment in Gujarat
International Sports City (proposed)

Hosting CWG enhances India’s soft
power & diplomacy within
Commonwealth

India consistently ranks in top 5 in
CWG medal tally

Sports tourism, job creation,
infrastructure development

Ministry of Youth Affairs, Sports
Authority of India (SAl), IOA

CGF evaluates cities on: transport,
environment, governance, financial
guarantees

CWG places strong emphasis on
sustainability & cost-reduction since
2018 reforms

Will include venue plan, financial model,
sustainability, inclusivity

Delhi 2010 CWG cost: 270,000+ crore
(UPSC fact)

India bidding for 2036 Olympics (under
discussion)

Commonwealth = 56 countries; mostly

former British colonies

Best performance: Delhi 2010 = 101
medals

CWG 2022 added £1 billion+ to UK
economy

IOA (Indian Olympic Association)
coordinates multi-sport events



Commonwealth Games Facts

« Started: 1930, Hamilton (Canada)

« Frequency: Every 4 years

« Motto: Humanity - Equality - Destiny

» 2022 Host: Birmingham, UK

« 2026 Host: Cancelled (Victoria, Australia withdrew)
« CGF President (2025): Dame Louise Martin

India at CWG
« First participated: 1934
« Total medals till 2022: 500+
« Dominant sports: Shooting, Wrestling, Weightlifting

*#1 Why Ahmedabad Is Strong Candidate (UPSC Angle)

World-class stadium infrastructure
Government-backed financial guarantees
Gujarat’s investment in Sports City plan
Improved transport — metro, international airport

ol i O

Past success with major events (e.g., G20 Summit 2023 events, Cricket World Cup 2023 matches)
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Word of the day

Effulgence:

the quality of being bright and sending out rays
of light

Synonyms: radiance, refulgence, shine

Usa g2€: The new singer's effulgence shone
through the crowd.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/effulgencepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ifal.azans/
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