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Tehran dismisses U.S. attempt
to end conflict, sets own terms

Halting aggression, reparations, and recognition of its ‘sovereignty’ over the Strait of Hormuz are part of Tehran's terms; U.S.

is offering sanctions relief in return for the Islamic Republic abandoning its nuclear programme and reopening the Strait

Stanly Johny

missed a U.S. proposal

to end the war and set
out its own terms for
peace, even as it continued
trading fire with Israel,

The U.S. proposal of-
fered a ceasefire and sanc-
tions relief in return for the
Islamic Republic abandon-
ing its nuclear programme
and reopening the Strait of
Hormuz.

Iran, according to state-
run Press TV, has lald
down five conditions to
end the war, which the U.S,
and Israel launched on Fe-
bruary 28 with the assassl-
nation of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah  Ali Khamenei
and several other leaders.
Tehran is seeking: “a com-
plete halt” to aggression
and assassinations; “con-
crete mechanisms” to pre-
vent future attacks; pay-
ment of war damages and
reparations; an end to
fighting on “all fronts”; and
recognition of its “exercise
of sovereignty” over the
Strait of Hormuz, which it
calls its “natural and legal
right”.

“Iran will end the war
when it decldes to do so
and when its own condi-
tions are met,” a senior se-
curity officlal sald, accord-
ing to Press TV. The
official, who is not named
in the report, said Wash-
ington has put forward
proposals through various
diplomatic channels that
are “excessive” and “dis-
connected from reality” on
the battlefield.

l ran on Wednesday dis-

‘Very big present’

U.S.  President Donald
Trump, who had backed
off from his threat to attack
Iran’s power infrastructure
claiming that Washington

First responders at a site struck by a projectile in Bnel Brak, near Tel Aviv in 1srael, as the missile war In West Asla continues, are

and Tehran were in talks,
sald on Tuesday that Iran
had given him “a very big
present worth a tremen-
dous amount of money",
adding that “we are deal-
ing with the right people”,
“I think we're going to end
[the war],” Mr. Trump said
without elaborating on the
“present”,

Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters on
Wednesday dismissed re-
ports about talks, adding
that the U.S. is calling its
“defeat” an agreement.

The comments from Mr.,
Trump, who has put off his
threatened  strikes until
Friday, came amid reports
that the Pentagon was
planning to deploy thou-
sands of troops from the
elite 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion to West Asia.

The Associated Press
earlier cited two Pakistani
officials as saying that Isla-

mabad had delivered the
U.S. plan to Tehran. The
proposal addresses sanc-

tions relief, a rollback of

Iran’s nuclear programme,
limits on its missile pro
gramme, reopening the
Strait of Hormuz and res-
trictions on Iran's support
for non-state militlas in
West Asia such as Hezbol-
lah and Hamas, said the
officlals.

Sarcastic response

“We are closely monitoring
all U.S. movements in the
region, especially troop de-
ployments,” Iran's Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammacd-
Bagher Ghalibal said on
Wednesday in a social me-
dia post, “What the gener-
als have broke[n], the sol-
diers can't fix; instead,
they will fall victim to [Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min] Netanyahu's delu-
sions. Do not test our

resolve to defend our
land,” he added. He later
warned about a possible
invasion of an Iranian is-
land with the support of an
unnamed regional
country.

“If the self-proclaimed
superpower of the world
could have escaped this
predicament, it  would
have done so by now. Do
not call your defeat an
agreement,” Central Head-
quarters spokesperson Lt.
Col.  Ebrahim Zolfagari
said in a video statement.
“Has the level of your in-
fighting reached the point
of negotiating with your-
selves?” he asked,
sarcastically.

Fire exchanges on

While the U.S. and Iran is-
sued contradicting claims
about talks, Tehran and Tel
Aviv continued to attack
each other on Wednesday.

The Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) said that it targeted
Iran’s “sole facility” for the
development of subma-
rines, and other weapons
manufacturing sites in Isfa
han, Iran fired at least 13
salvos of missiles at Israel
on Tuesday, in which nine
people were wounded.

Iran’s  Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) sald in a statement
on Wednesday that It
launched missiles at cen-
tral and northern Israel as
well as U.S. bases in the
Persian Gulf reglion. “Stra-
tegic points and military
centers  located in  the
northern occupied territo-
ries were smashed under
the heavy and sustained
missile attacks of the
IRGC’s Aerospace Force,”
the Guards said.
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» PAGES 12 & 14




Category

1. Ceasefire

2. Nuclear Program

3. Uranium
Enrichment

4. Enriched Uranium
5. Nuclear Sites

6. IAEA Access

13. Security Guarantee
14. Regional Policy

15. Overall Goal

USA Wants (English)

Temporary ceasefire

an?ﬁﬁ?réﬁ%m

(=30 days) to negotiate IEARN EIE‘(HﬁTDT

End nuclear weapons
capability
Stop uranium

Wg@wm
Tl

RFTH FauT &

enrichment completely %

Transfer stockpile to
IAEA

Dismantle Natanz,
Fordo, Isfahan

Full inspection access

Implicit stability
assurance

Reduce Iran’s regional
influence

Limit Iran’s military &
nuclear power

Haftid JAATA I1AEA
S gio

THTY] HIF §TC

quT ARSI
ferreToT

FERar fr amer

SITeT T THTT S 8

ST I deg Afed
AT AT

“Iran Wants (English)

Complete halt to
aggression

Retain nuclear rights
(peaceful use)

FHS © TG PICTU
WE &l

T WE gy 3R
§H §¢ &
MTAYOT IRAT]

HVPT TTT TG

No forced halt without ToaIT ITET TaelaT dc

guarantees

Keep control over
nuclear assets

sTel
quma‘rw
forioT @

No dismantling without ¥I&iT & =T geren

secu rlty guarantee

Limited sovereignty
interference
Guarantee no future
attacks

Maintain strategic
autonomy
Sovereignty + security
+ economy

TR A8
AUT H gEaaTq

§all Ydil
AT + JRE&T +
Ted



2 Missile Program Limit missile range & ﬁl'\‘:ngFflT $r gEar IR No restrictions on
' = number ol AifAd Y missiles

Stop support to Hezbollah, STeFHT HHGI & ALY  Continue regional

8. Proxy Groups Hamas etc. EI?{ vy influence

9. Military Activity Stop attacks in region AT gHel d¢ End US/Israel

attacks

Recognize Iran’s
control

Keep it open for global
trade

Offer lifting sanctions (if dcol H UTdde gclel & Full removal of
deal accepted) EEGIE] sanctions

10. Strait of Hormuz STASHEHET el T

11. Sanctions

Civilian nuclear support fafae GIATO] Herddr Compensation for

12. Economic Benefit L e — Tl war damage




Introduction | uf3E

Iran has rejected the U.S. proposal to end the ongoing conflict and has instead placed its own
conditions for peace. — &1 A ST Herd FHTE w31 & 3MRH wama &t g 3 & ik 2nifd & fag
3t ord Tt &1

The issue is important because it is linked to West Asian geopolitics, oil security, maritime trade,
and India’s strategic interests. — Ig Hgl AgayVi & @iifes dg ufean gferans y-asiifd, de JRam, st
AR 31k WA & amfe fZaY A sErd)

What the news says | IR &1 Bgdl &
« Iran has refused to accept a U.S.-backed peace formula on American terms. — 8319 A 3@ eraf

U3 3TN 2nifd UeaTa &) WipR B33 A ABR B fEaT 21
« It wants aggression to stop first. — g Y& BTGB AT S B! AT HIAT 2l
» It seeks reparations for damages caused by war. — 98 4§ ﬁgt' EC G @1 WUTE aTEdn o
« Italso wants recognition of its sovereignty and strategic rights. — @& g+ W {a1 3k amfis
ferpTY Y r=ra vt argan 21
The U.S. proposal reportedly involved sanctions relief in exchange for major strategic
concessions from Iran. — 33! ywama A wfed ®9 @ £39 @ 92 amiie angita & aga ufaas’ F 7gq
@ ara A et
« These included curbs related to its nuclear programme. — 41 3H& GRHIY] BRIHGH d Haftid
AT enfie offi
» There were also expectations regarding missiles and maritime passage. — fAarse! 3ﬂ‘lm
" @ AR Wi 3ndeny eff)
Thus, the crisis is not merely about ceasefire; it is about power, dignity, deterrence, and regional
influence. — 38 WBR g Hdbe Had Jgfaww &1 781, afcas afaw, wfdesT, wfaders amar 3ik &=t wima
Cagtind



Core background | He UssHfH

1. Iran-U.S. hostility | $3[-31AR®T 2rdT
« The roots of Iran-U.S. hostility go back to the 1979 Islamic Revolution. — -3 2FdT &Y 573

1979 &Y STATHT pifd deb SATdt 21
« Before 1979, Iran under the Shah was a close U.S. partner. — 1979 3 Ugd 2Tg & 2M1H9 A 34

3AREBT BT Bd! TSGR 2T

o After the Revolution, Iran became an Islamic Republic with a strong anti-Western posture. —
hifd & 91g 33 Qb SIATHI TTURTSY 41 57t ufeaw-fadeit wifd wsigq 2t

» Since then, relations have been shaped by sanctions, distrust, and strategic rivalry. —d@ 3

Taer ufagen, srfaeary 3ik amf¥es ufdgfgar @ wifdd 1 &1

2. Iran-Israel rivalry | SIH-83R1sd Ufdgfgdr
« Iran and Israel are long-standing regional rivals. — 339 3iR S3RId &4 I0T & &=1a wfdgg! &1

« Israel sees Iran’s nuclear and missile capabilities as a major threat. — 33RTS $ &1 UIHTU]

3R fAaTse &mar3il &l 981 T AFdT 21
« Iran opposes Israel politically and strategically across the region. — 29 IstHlfd® 3R IR

9 3 TR &7 | IR BT farer war 2|
 This rivalry also plays out through proxy groups and regional alignments. — Ig Ufdgfgar Uit

gl 31k &=t et & Hreay Wt aadt 81



Iran’s conditions and their meaning / 31 &t 2 31k 39T 31ef
« Iran’s conditions are political as well as strategic. — $19 &1 2Id AT-ddw ¥t & 3R IMfw Wt

» Stopping aggression means Iran does not want to appear as if it yielded under pressure. —
3TehTHAT b bt |t T 31ef & b 3 gara A glebdr g3 gt f@mT angan
 Demand for reparations is meant to establish accountability and political legitimacy. —

effagfd &Y aiT staraegt 3ik AsTifde derar enfd B3 &1 I 2|
« Recoghnition of sovereignty is linked to national pride and strategic space. — AW{dT &1 AT=IAT

gt ke 3R AWl g d st
» This shows Iran wants peace on equal or favourable terms, not on terms that look like defeat. —

Ig fezmar & f S et 2Aifd argar 8 51t J6H a1 39F 3qEpd 2af R &1, 7 f wRisra 3t &t



Political implications / I=THifdd Y@

1. For Iran | 319 & feiw
« Iranis trying to convert military resilience into diplomatic leverage. — 3 d=1 Gg42iteidr &1

PeAlldd qaed A dga1 &l YT B ET 8

« It wants to show that it cannot be forced into surrender through pressure alone. — dg fézm=r argdr
& & Bac qama I 33 FHET A 51 IHail

 The leadership also uses such positions for domestic political legitimacy. — 41 Aqca Q& fReifd &1
I TR AT derar & forg wt war 21

2. For the U.S. [ 3mfR&1 & faiw
« The U.S. wants de-escalation but without allowing Iran a strategic victory. — 33T d41d HH BT

UTEdl 8, Afded £ B A Sitd 71 &A1 argd

e Washington is concerned about regional war, shipping lanes, oil shocks, and allied security. —

aifenTed &Y &=t g, AHgt Anil, ad sred! 3R Tgait 32 @Y Jqrem &1 faar 81
« The U.S. also wants to contain Iran’s nuclear and missile capabilities. — 3MfasT 3 &1 TRATY] 3R

fAaTea ammarsi &) dfaa w@=r Wl argar 21

3. For Israel | 3318 & i
o |Israel views Iran’s strategic capabilities as an existential threat. — SRS S & AHRP &rqarsit

B AT cTTd Td AT 21

o It is therefore less willing to accept any arrangement that leaves Iran stronger. — 331 %RUT 98 B3

fasgit vt amgia & ufd &0 3w5@ & S8R 34 31f8e Asgd a1 2|



Economic implications | 31fefes yama

1. Global economy | 3f2a 3refarazen

Conflict in West Asia can immediately affect global energy markets. — afeaw gferar & dere qid
dfedes Fatt IIETRY Bt WMIfdd R JhdT 21

Oil-importing countries suffer from rising import bills. — & 3ITd &1 dTa g2 &1 AT fdd 98
STaT 81

Inflationary pressure rises because fuel affects transport, production, and food prices. — HgTTg
o1 2dTd 9a&dT & Rilfeh Se URRagd, 3 3R Tmer Shindl & wifdd &6dr 21

Financial markets also become volatile during such crises. — 3 el & SR fadt IR Wt 3R

HEIGEL

2. Impact on India /[ HRd U YHTd

India is highly sensitive to disruptions in West Asia because of energy dependence. — YRd ufead
eferan & @raem & ufd rifee Jdgreie & wiife ag Hat smaa iR fiR 21

Higher crude prices increase India’s import bill and pressure the current account deficit. — &
dd &bt Hdl BIHd MR BT 3TATd fde gerdl 8 31k a1e] T1d & a1 IR gd1d sTedl 8

Costlier fuel can raise inflation and reduce policy space. — H&MT S84 HETE 93T JbdT & 3R Fifd-
famfor &Y =g el Ter Idar g1

Fertiliser and shipping costs can also rise, indirectly affecting agriculture and trade. — 3d% 3iR

ferfaT @nTd ¥l 9@ Tddl &, it AvIel ¥ A BN 3R AR Bt yifad wat 21



India aiming for 60% non-fossil fuel power sources by 2035

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Updating its climate goals,
India has pledged that by
2035, 60% of its installed
electricity capacity will
comprise non-fossil sourc-
es. It also aims to reduce by
47% the intensity of emis-
sions per unit of GDP from
2005 level and to increase
its carbon sink to 3.5 to 4
billion tonnes.

These targets make up
its Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC), which
are to be communicated to
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC).

“We will easily achieve
these goals... [with] the
speed with which we are
expanding our non-fossil
sources,” Union Informa-
tion Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said at a
briefing on Wednesday fol-
lowing a Cabinet meeting.

As a signatory to the Pa-
ris Agreement, India was
required to issue an updat-
ed NDC in 2025, which

T

spells out its voluntary ac-
tions towards transitioning
away from fossil fuel and
improving energy-efficien-
Cy measures.

At the 30th edition of
the Conference of Parties
in Belem, Brazil, in Novem-
ber last year, Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
said that India would an-
nounce the NDC by the
“year-end”.

Current commitments
India’s current NDC, offi-
cially conveyed to the Unit-
ed Nations in August 2022,
commits to the following
by 2030: having 50% of its
capacity of installed elec-
tric power from non-fossil
sources; reducing the in-
tensity of emissions per
unit of GDP by 44%; and in-
creasing its carbon sink to
at least 2.5 to 3 billion
tonnes of CO:z equivalent.
The Conference of Par-
ties, or CoP, is a body of na-
tions that convenes an-
nually to discuss climate
issues and proposals to
transition their economies

Reduce ; 0,
Green goals emisons | Achiee60%
intensi
The targets set for of G Dp?,'y gg:’e};g‘i’lm
2035 under the 0 3
Nationally Determined 47% irom fUet envrgy
2005 level resources

Contribution (NDC) are

part of India's formal
climate pledges under
the Paris Agreement

away from fossil fuel.

Currently, about 52% of
India’s installed electricity
capacity comes from non-
fossil fuel sources — a tar-
get achieved well before
the deadline - though only
about 25% of the power
generated is non-fossil.
These sources include so-
lar, wind, hydropower, bio-
mass, and nuclear power.
As of 2019, say official esti-
mates, India had achieved
an emissions intensity of
36% from 2005-2020.

Create carbon sink of 3.5 to 4.0
billion tonnes of CO, equivalent
through forest and tree cover

As a signatory to the Paris
Agreement, India was
required to update its
NDC by 2025 with actions
towards curbing fossil
fuel and improving energy
efficiency

A carbon sink of 1.97 bil-
lion tonnes of CO: equiva-
lent had already been
created from 2005 to 2019.
However, forest and tree
cover accounts for about
24.6% of India’s geographi-
cal area as of 2021, which is
higher than the 21% in
2005, but still less than the
national policy goal of 33%.

‘Strong resolve’

“In shaping India’s NDC for

2031-2035, the government

has considered the out-
T

comes of the first Global
Stocktake (GST), principle
of Common but Differen-
tiated Responsibilities and
Respective  Capabilities
(CBDR-RC), and equity
with a view to harmonize
national realities, develop-
mental priorities, energy
security and the need for
greater ambition in climate
action, in line with the pur-
pose and long-term goals
of the Paris Agreement,”
the Environment Ministry
said in a statement.

Initiated in 2021, the
GST assesses the world’s
collective progress towards
limiting global warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius, con-
cluding that nations are
not on track. Several inde-
pendent analysts have sug-
gested that while India
may meet its 2030 NDC tar-
gets, it is not enough to
keep the globe on a 1.5 de-
grees Celsius pathway.

Independent analysts
said India was picking up
the slack for developed
countries.

India’s NDC target had

come amid a “rollback of
climate policies” and “un-
ilateral trade measures” by
developed, rich countries,
Vaibhav Chaturvedi, senior
fellow, Council for Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW), told The Hindu.

“It demonstrates a
strong resolve to address
transmission and land
availability  constraints
faced by the renewables
sector. The 47% emissions
intensity target shows that
energy security and prices
cannot be taken for
granted.”

“At a time when deve-
loped countries are back-
tracking on ambition, dee-
pening their fossil fuel
entrenchment, and drag-
ging the world towards mil-
itary conflict, the signal
from India shows that Glo-
bal South (developing
country) leadership on cli-
mate ambition is concrete
and real,” Avantika Goswa-
mi, of the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE), an influential think
tank, said in a statement.

Y




» India has updated its climate ambition and announced that by 2035, 60% of its installed
electricity capacity will come from non-fossil fuel sources. — HRd ? (Ul STAARY HETBI&I Bl
37ETa B3d §Q VT 1 & fdb 2035 dd 37! @Afid fagd &mar &1 60% TR-3itared $e= didl & 3mem

» At the same time, India has also targeted a 47% reduction in emissions intensity of GDP from the
2005 level and an increase in carbon sink to 3.5-4.0 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent. — dref &t

HRd 9 2005 & TR &I g1 & GDP &t IcT1 dliddl R 47% wHI a1 BT & Bt 3.5-4.0 3Rd 4 CO2
m dbh Ela'lﬁ Wﬁ&ﬂlﬂmél Press Information... +1

What the news says | GHTEIR &RIT Bgdl &
e Indiais revising its climate goals for the 2031-2035 period under its Nationally Determined
Contributions. — WRd 3191 IS TR IR fAeRa A1gE & d&d 2031-2035 3rafel & feig sTerar] aigat
& Teiifeld HR@T &I

e The new target focuses on installed electric power capacity, not actual electricity generation. —
T (183 ARafa faed Iaargd R &l dfcds enfud faza amar R Higd 8

e This distinction is important because solar and wind capacity can be high even if their actual
generation share is lower due to intermittency. — Ig 3iaR Hgcaqui & dilfds TR 31k ua= &1 ifda
& dT 31feep &l Aebdl 8, Wl &l ifFafdddr & HRUT 3961 ardfdd 3dTeH =1 BH 8l



Meaning of the key terms | W& &gl &1 312f

1. Non-fossil fuel sources | R-sitaren g8 Td

» Non-fossil fuel sources are those energy sources that do not depend on coal, crude oil, or natural
gas. — TR-sfaren g6 Ta @ FHaAT Aid & i BIaen, B dd a1 Wihfas 10 W ik 78 @)
« In the Indian context, these include solar, wind, hydropower, biomass, and nuclear power. —

WRdta e # g0 IR, g, Safaea, IR 3R Wy Bt nfid 2

2. Installed capacity / enfad &mar
» Installed capacity means the maximum electricity generation capacity that power plants can

produce under ideal conditions. — enfUa amar &1 31ef & ag 3ifticsan faga Iang amar it faga Jda
3mreef uRRfRifaaY & 3=1 &2 Ja &1

« It does not mean the actual electricity generated throughout the year. — 381 31ef Q¥ a9 ? ardfas
I~ &Y S fastet A8 21

3. Emissions intensity of GDP | GDP & 3c31 dtgdr
« Emissions intensity means the amount of greenhouse gas emitted per unit of economic output. —

IAsTA dierdr @1 31ef & 3nfefes 3ared &t wid so1E R IfEa Maesd e &) |
» [f emissions intensity falls, it means the economy is becoming cleaner per unit of GDP, even if

total emissions may still rise. — Afe 3T digar aedt 8, df s@wT 31ef 2 f srefayazen wfd s&1E GDP
& feame A 3ftie @ 8 @ &, v & ot It 3nihit ag wwaran

4. Carbon sink | &1d4 &
« A carbon sink is any system that absorbs more carbon dioxide than it emits. — &d4 fdb ag da 2

31 fSta=1 B1d sTg3ifaaTes Bigdl & 39a 3iftie raeifid sar g

» Forests, tree cover, soils, wetlands, and mangroves act as major natural carbon sinks. — a4, g&f

TesTEA, g, ngyfaat ik dvta e wigpfas w1d e & w9 A &1 Ba 2



Why this development is important | Ig fa®RT @i Agagof g

1. Climate policy importance | STafar] wiifd &1 Hg
» This shows India is moving from fossil-fuel dependence towards a cleaner power structure. — Jg
gIfar & {5 WRa staren e finfzar & gea 3iftics Taes fagga Taen 6t 3k 9¢ =T
» |t also signals that India wants to be seen as a major climate actor among developing countries. —

g Wl TWdba ea1 & fh R T &t fasraeite goif & dfa T Wil STaar]-Ad1 & &9 7 w1fUd &A71 aigdT 21

2. Energy transition importance [ 3311 TpHUT BT HEA
« The target is linked to India's long-term energy transition. — I8 @&d YRd & Sl dbIfeies 3311 JhHUT
A TR
* India needs more electricity for industrialisation, urbanisation, electric mobility, and digital

growth. — WRd &1 3iteiiiesRor, 2rgdtasror, faga nfdeiear 3ik fefsiea fawra & fag siftie fasret &
TaTBAT &
* Meeting future demand through cleaner sources reduces pollution and improves energy

resilience. — W= &} AT ! Taw Hldl & TR HA A YGHUT BH EXdT & 3R 311 ddiedrad dadi &l

3. International importance [ ARSI HEcd
« The target is part of India’s commitment under the Paris Agreement framework. — IJg @&d Uiy

Iugita & 3 & 3idfd WRa &) ufdagar &1 G 21

e It also strengthens the voice of the Global South by showing that developing countries can
pursue climate action along with development. — Ig df2aes gfaior &t 3marst aﬁ\ﬂqaqam%,
Wil Jg foznan & f fawraie Sor fAemry & Trel-Trel STAar] BRaTs Wl &R Jdbd &l



Nationally Determined Contributions / I TR IR fAeiRa ahreH

1. What is NDC / NDC @RIT &
 NDC means the climate action target submitted by a country under the Paris Agreement. — NDC

T 312f & IRT awsia & dgd Bt 321 gRI YRdd ST BRATS @83

« Each country decides its own pathway according to national conditions and capabilities. — U&®

a2r 3t IS aRfRrfaay 3k emarsi & AR 9= Anf a1 &Rar 21

2. India’s earlier commitment /| WRd @t qd Ufdagar
» India’'s earlier 2030 goal included 50% cumulative installed electric power capacity from non-

fossil fuel sources. — WRd & Jd 2030 @&d | TR-3ilaren Iidl & 50% gt nfud fagd &mdr &1 ded
onfAet &l

» India had already crossed about 52.5% non-fossil installed capacity by February 2026, which
means the previous capacity target was achieved ahead of schedule. — WRd WRa3t 2026 dd &THT
52.5% TR-3i1d1eA RA1fUd &FdT ddb Ugd gabT AT, AT Ud &HdT ded AT & Uga U &1 17|

Press Information... +1

3. Updated commitment / 31eld4 Ufdagdr
« The new targets for 2035 therefore represent a higher level of ambition. — 3afdT 2035 & fdT 9¢

18 HETdhIET & I=aR TR Bi gaifd &l

e The new benchmark is not just about adding renewables, but also about lowering the carbon
intensity of development. — AT HIFES e AT 3311 31154 &I g1, dfews fadbT &t B diadr
PH B3 BT Rl



Consider the following statements:

fasfafeEd weEl iR faar Hifse:

1. Installed electricity capacity and actual electricity generation mean the same thing. — 21fud faz[d
&rar 3R arafds® faga 3 g g a1 81

2. Nuclear power is counted among non-fossil fuel sources. — URHIU] 35311 Bl TR-FAta1eH e Fal A
firar strar 21

3. Areduction in emissions intensity of GDP necessarily means total emissions are falling in

absolute terms. — GDP @\ 3cqsi dlear & wH1 &7 312f 3aeads ®U & Ig & b ot sl fRder vu A
ue &l

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR A A BI-A BT Tl 82

A. 2 only — &dd 2
B.1and 2 only — &%aa 131k 2
C.2and 3 only — &%ad 2 31k 3
D.1,2and3—1,23k3
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Cabinet approves revamped UDAN
scheme with changes in subsidy

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

In a significant policy shift,
the Centre has extended
the subsidy period for air-
lines on select Tier-2 and
Tier-3 routes from three to
five years, after a large
share of those routes fell
into disuse. The shift
comes under the modified
UDAN scheme, approved
by the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday with a total
outlay of 328,840 crore.

The subsidy will also
shift from a levy embedded
in airfares to direct funding
from the exchequer.

Out of the total ¥28,840
crore outlay for the modi-
fied UDAN  scheme,
210,043 crore is set aside
for a subsidy to support air-
lines flying on regional
routes over the next 10
years. A government offi-
cial explained that airlines
would receive subsidy sup-
port for specific routes for
five years at a stretch.

Under the earlier

- ® . “\ -

The revised scheme will also support airport operations and
maintenance at selected airports. FILE PHOTO

scheme design, these sub-
sidies were not funded by
the exchequer but through
a Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) levy built in-
to airfares on non-UDAN
routes.

Viability concerns

Subsidies were  also
capped at three years to
push airlines towards self-
sustaining routes. Howev-
er, a Comptroller and Aud-
itor General (CAG) report
found that only 7% to 10%

of these routes had re-
mained viable beyond the
subsidy period. As of Fe-
bruary 2026, of the 663
routes launched under the
UDAN scheme since 2017,
327 routes had been dis-
continued, according to
data recently presented in
Parliament by Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Mu-
ralidhar Mohol.

The ¥28,840 crore out-
lay marks a nearly six-fold
jump in funding for UDAN.
At its launch in 2017, the

government had ear-
marked ¥4,500 crore over
10 years, primarily to re-
vive unused airports.

Under the modified
UDAN announced on Wed-
nesday, 100 airports will be
redeveloped from unused
airstrips, with an outlay of
12,159 crore over eight
years, aimed at expanding
the regional aviation
network.

The revised scheme, ho-
wever, goes beyond infras-
tructure development to
also support airport opera-
tions and maintenance at
low traffic airports, capped
at ¥3.06 crore per airport
and 90 lakh per heliport
or water aerodrome, with
a total estimated cost of
22,577 crore covering
around 441 aerodromes.

In a push to improve
last-mile connectivity, par-
ticularly in remote and dif-
ficult terrains, the scheme
also proposes to develop
200 helipads, each costing
%15 crore, amounting to an
investment of ¥3,661 crore.



The Union Cabinet has approved a modified UDAN scheme with a much larger financial outlay

and important changes in the subsidy structure. — &gld HfAHsd A HeNferd UDAN AlsTT &Y A &t
%, ﬁlﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂmﬂﬁ Sﬂ?aﬁﬁ?ﬂaﬁﬁw?ﬁﬁﬁﬁwmél Press Information... +1

The main objective remains the same: to improve regional air connectivity, revive underserved
airports, and make air travel more accessible for common citizens. — E@Bﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ%z &A1 gars

mwml Press Information... +1



What the news says / GHTEIR <RI BEdl &

« The modified UDAN scheme has a total outlay of 28,840 crore. — H2iifeid UDAN 5141 &1 He
Qﬁm ?28,840 'Eb—ag él Press Information... +1
e Out of this, about 210,043 crore has been kept for airline subsidy support on regional routes.

— SR @ @ 210,043 HRAS 1 AT UR TARATSA] &bl Jfehs ERIaT 8q 31 TS &1

Press Information... +1

« About 212,159 crore is meant for redevelopment of 100 airports. — @THT ¥12,159 &3S 100

e The scheme also provides support for airport operations and maintenance at low-traffic
airports and for helipads and water aerodromes. — Ig AT HH-ATARITE dTd 4TS 35!, Beitds
3R g1 QRIS & AT Ud IBRETT &b T Wl AgRIAT WS BIat 81 press information..

e A major policy shift is that subsidy support on select Tier-2 and Tier-3 routes will now extend up
to five years instead of the earlier three years. — Qe 921 Aifdnd aeotd Ig & fob qﬁ'z.rrﬁm-z 3R
féaR-3 Al R afst TErRIdr 31d Uga & di9 st & J5T1T UTd ISt ddb & ST Press information... +1

» Another major change is that funding will now come through direct budgetary support rather
than through the earlier levy-based mechanism built into airfares on non-UDAN routes. — T 31
g1 d5dd Ig & fob 319 faauIyor uga &) a3g 1R-UDAN ATl & gars e 7 siafdfad |dt @ 7&t, afcs
WIE FS1SHT HERIAT A BT Press information... +1



What is UDAN / UDAN @11 8
« UDAN stands for “Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik.” — UDAN &7 quf &0 “33 22! &1 379 ArTie” &1

« [tis the Regional Connectivity Scheme of the Ministry of Civil Aviation under the National Civil
Aviation Policy, 2016. — Ig I AR 3§44 Hifd, 2016 & siaid ATRe Iga HATa B &H1T Hud

« It was launched on 21 October 2016, and the first UDAN flight operated on 27 April 2017 between
Shimla and Delhi. — & 21 3/aga? 2016 1 s fasar ma o, 3z uget UDAN 33T 27 3ritd 2017 &t
fereren 3R foeeit & dtar Tt eftl  prese normation. -

Why the scheme was needed | TS &t ATaeadmdr & 2ft

1. Uneven aviation geography |/ 3/8HE Bgm‘gﬂﬁ
» India’s air traffic and airport infrastructure were heavily concentrated in a few major cities. — WRd

A garé AraraTd 3R garg g1 WA $V 93 A weAfeis Bfga el vrees intermaon
« Large parts of Tier-2, Tier-3, hilly, tribal, island, and remote regions remained underserved or

unserved. — féaR-2, fear-3, ugrdl, sHsdta, giuta 3k qrer 3 & a2 TR sn-Afda  fardar & @)

Pross Information... +

2. Affordable flying | 3%t gars am=t
« The scheme was designed to make air travel affordable for the common citizen. — ag J\141 37

A & fae garg arn & ger sk axdt g S AT g mg et eoocs ivormanon.

3. Regional development | &=t fasra
» Better air connectivity can improve tourism, trade, investment, emergency movement, and

access to services in backward regions. — 8ga? gd18 dud | fGe2 &5 7 ufeq, @mr, A,
HTUTABTe HTATTHA 3R AA13N T Ugd d8aR B Bl 81 ursc 14 prop &



Main changes in the modified scheme / T2itfeid dYs1AT & H&a 5@

1. Longer subsidy period | &idt afeqst srafe

Earlier, viability support was generally capped at three years to push airlines towards self-

sustaining routes. — Ug™, TATATSAI B! ATATR AT &1 3R g1 & AT eagriar Ggrrdar aH=q: diq
sl ad FFa ot oroes ivormation
Now, select routes can receive support for five years. — 31@ gfigr Anil & uia asf ae derar faed
ABAT R Pross mtormation... +

This change recognises that many regional routes need a longer gestation period before they

become commercially viable. — U8 G&ATd 58 ded &) WiHR &1 & P s a=1a arif &) aaafds
w9 A ZH13 993 § &S AHA ATATRI  provs ntormation -

2. Shift in funding pattern / faaulyor ugfa ¥ agama

Earlier, subsidies were financed through a Regional Connectivity Fund supported by levy on
certain flights. — Uga, afedst &1 fawdiyor $8 Ism R @Me T Adt & grfefa &=ty Judb &y & wreay
E: | g’ran Tl  Press information., )

Now the support will be funded from the exchequer through budgetary allocation. — 37/ Ug
HEIAT A& g1 3Tade b e B B B A A AT e tnormation

This makes the subsidy more transparent and fiscally visible. — 39 afedst @azen siftia grgelf
3R TSt ®U A T a4t &1 (inference based on the shift from levy-funded to budget-funded

structure) vress Information... «

3. Wider focus beyond routes | &aa a1l & 3m &1 fawr

The revised scheme goes beyond route subsidies and includes redevelopment of airports,
support to low-traffic airports, helipads, and water aerodromes. — #2ifeia @11 Hae anf afeqst
a% Hiffa 78l &, afes garé ag & yafder, sn-ardrard ara garé g, 2dtds 3k arer vadgh
QMIFA BIARI  pross itmaton

This means the policy has shifted from only airline support to a broader regional aviation
ecosystem approach. — 33T 372 2 {3 ifd /@ Haw TaRATET TEIaT & AT IGAR AUB &1 Iga
IR gfeeamior a1 7@ 81 (inference from official scheme elements)  ress information



Why was revamping needed | T2ieM &l 3Ta2T<hdr =il Ut
1. Viability concerns | Tagriar et faang

« A major problem with UDAN has been that many routes did not remain viable after subsidy
withdrawal. — UDAN @&} T 951 THRIT Ig & fas g Anf afedst aurd g1 & 91e w13 781 38 U]

» As of February 2026, 663 routes had been launched under UDAN since 2017, but 327 had been
discontinued. — W3a3t 2026 d& 2017 & UDAN & d&d 663 AN 2[& fdT T &, @fds< 390 & 327 dg &t

qa; e]'l Press Information... +1

2. Infrastructure gaps / 3gTTIAT B HHT
e Unused and underused airports needed physical redevelopment and operational support. —

VG 3R HH-3UANT a1t gaTs 3! B vilfdes gafder ik uRRara aerrar 6t sraradsan eft

Press Information...
» Without airports, helipads, and maintenance support, route subsidy alone cannot sustain
connectivity. — ga1$ 3181, 8dlds 3R WWRETT FERIAT & a1 Baa Ant Ffst A HAfaefacd fEwss A& @

"pdll (reasoned conclusion from scheme design)  Press information..

3. Remote-area connectivity / Gl &A1 HUH

e Remote, hilly, island, and difficult-terrain areas often need helicopters and small aircraft rather
than only regular regional flights. — g%, UgTel, giutar 3ik &6 T aret §3) b1 3R dad (Aafia
&1 33T & ST RedlepieR 3R B fauT bl 3Taeadmar 8t &1  press information.. +1



Social significance | AIf5i® A
« The scheme is aimed at democratising air travel. — Ag ASTAT €418 ATAT B SlBdATBI0T Bl fGem A 21
Prass Information.. +
« It helps connect common citizens, patients, students, officials, and businesses from remote
regions to larger urban centres. — Ig gl &A1 & AW ANTRSY, 7AsH, faenfaray, sifeiey sl
A B a2 2gd HgY A g A Heg Bt 21 (policy inference consistent with regional connectivity

Objective) Pross Information... +1
« For hilly and remote areas, aviation is not only a convenience issue but often a strategic and

developmental necessity. — gTg! 3k gzeel &1 & fe 339 Saa gfaen o1 weq 781, afeds &8 ar
AW 3R fABTTH® JaIABATHEB1  #ross iormanion. -

Geographical relevance | Winifaes wrdfiiesar
1. Regions that benefit most | 9ad 31fties @nnf<a &

« Hill States, North-East India, island territories, border regions, and interior tribal belts are major

potential beneficiaries. — UgTst 3154, yafar WA, gidta &=, dwmadt &= oty 31 )
mmmgl Ministry of Civil A... +1 ||§ L

2. Last-mile connectivity | 3ifd" BR & HsAfaefaet

« The inclusion of 200 helipads shows special attention to last-mile access in difficult terrain. —

200 &tds BT NfAe AT B HIT A A BR a6 Uga W fady eam &Y qafar 81 eress itormation.

3. Water aerodromes | 5idl TIRIgH
« Support for water aerodromes indicates the scheme's relevance for coastal and island

geographies as well. — aTez TIAZW & g Fgraar ag qeifdt & fis gz A adta aik gt e & fag
"ﬂmﬁmél Press Infarmation



Consider the following statements regarding UDAN:

UDAN & dde A fAfafaEd seE ur faar Hifse:

1. UDAN is a regional connectivity scheme under the Ministry of Civil Aviation. — UDAN 7-|1?Fﬁ?53§!l=l
HATET & 3idfd U 1T Judb A1 8|

2. Under the modified scheme, subsidy support on select regional routes can extend up to five
years. — HNfErd A1 & dgd gfqr &=ta Anif R Afst YgrIdar urd au§f dé 9 Jdbdl 8|

3. Therevised scheme is limited only to fare subsidy for airlines and does not support airport

infrastructure. — T2Af&id A1 Bad TIRATSA! B! faswra Afedst aa Hifid 8 3k garg 31g1 sraaar &
guefd A&l qdtl

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IR A A BI-A BAF JET 82

A.1and 2 only — &as 1 3R 2
B.2 and 3 only — $ad 2 3k 3
C.1and 3 only — &da 131k 3
D.1,2and3—1,231RR3
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wntrincrenents e g cookiag), and with
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Type of Water

Tap Water

Packaged Drinking

Water

Mineral Water
(Natural)

Black Water

Grey Water

Distilled Water

RO Water

What it is (English)

Regular drinking water
supplied by municipality

Purified water sold in bottles

(like Bisleri basic)

Water from protected
underground source with
natural minerals

Wastewater from toilets
(sewage)

Used water from kitchen,
bath (not toilet)

Pure H,O with no minerals
(boiled & condensed)

Reverse Osmosis purified
water

v d Upkd MR

IR 9T garr fgan
IT AT GTaAr

ey foRar o Sderse
qrair

Qiehider @il arelr
S GECiCIC IR Cl
fiaTer & Al arel

EIARCIGI

JAIS/ATARA T 39ITET

Rar =T 91T

o

(RS @hAeT 8)

RO @ e fohar aram

R G AS TTair

Source

Rivers,
reservoirs,
groundwater

Any source
(river/borewell)

Springs,
aquifers

Human waste

Household use

Any water

Tap/borewell

Treatment

Chlorination,
filtration

RO, UV,
ozone

Minimal
treatment

Needs heavy
treatment

Can be
recycled

Distillation

RO filtration

Minerals

Variable

Low (often
removed)

Naturally
present

Not usable

Not for
drinking

Zero
minerals

Very low
minerals

Typical Price
(India)

%0 —X1/litre

10 —%20/litre

%20 — %100/litre

X Not for
drinking

X Not for
drinking

%20 — 50/litre

%10 — %30/litre



Alkaline Water

Sparkling Water

Spring Water

Glacial Water

Artesian Water

Vitamin Water

Luxury Bottled
Water (e.g., Evian,
Fiji)

Water with higher pH
(basic nature)

Carbonated water with

CO, gas

Naturally flowing
underground water

Water from melted glaciers

Water from confined
aquifer under pressure

3=d pH arell 9rel

ﬂﬂmgsﬂmc—rﬁ

by

fBoeie () &
TOger grer

gaTd arel AT
G &7 9rer

Water with added vitamins fgerf@a &ar g3

& flavors

Premium branded natural

water

CIC]

HEIN SISS ATehideh
qreit

Modified or
natural

Natural or
artificial

Springs

Glaciers

Artesian
wells

Processed

Exotic
sources

lonization/added
minerals

CO, added

Minimal

Minimal

Minimal

Artificial addition

Minimal

Artificially
adjusted

May have
minerals

Natural
minerals

Low
minerals

Natural
minerals

Added
nutrients

Natural
minerals

350 —
Z200/litre

50 -
%300/litre

%30 —
Z150/litre

3100 —
Z500/litre

<100 -
%400/litre

%50 —
T150/litre

3200 —
Z2000+/litre



Introduction [ 9T

Mineral water is water drawn from a protected underground source that naturally contains
dissolved minerals and trace elements acquired through long geological contact with rocks. —
fARe aTe ag 3Tt & St fosait TRfgra fAma dia & i gar & 31k 5 agrt & A wd ydanfaes Judh &
PRYT gl §C W51 dAT Y&H dvd UTpfdd TU A AISIGIEA 81 press Information... +

This is different from ordinary packaged drinking water, which may be treated and purified before
bottling. — I8 WA U458 fFf arer F 1@ 8, [5A diacidg & @ Uga g 31k 3u=nla faar s
mgl Bureau of Indian ... +1

What is mineral water? | fA93dl d1e? RIT&?

Mineral water is naturally pure water from underground aquifers, springs, or protected geological
reservoirs. — fAARA dTe? YfATTd o, SRA1 A1 Tfgia it WSkl @ urd Uipfde ®U A [ 5Td aidT
21

Its main identity is that its mineral composition comes from nature, not from artificial addition
during processing. — 33! &4 favar Ig & & saeT TfAsT-Tas1H Wigfdad giar &, 7 fob ydwsor &
SR FE BT A AAR—ITRT  press information... +

Typical dissolved minerals may include calcium, magnesium, bicarbonates, sodium, potassium
and sometimes sulphates or chlorides, depending on the rocks through which the water has
travelled. — THTRIA: 3UA hfcerH, A=W, aigdwEide, Afsad, iefe—m dan et-anit acbe a1
TERISS SR TS gat €1 Tha §, 5t 33 91d R R %3 & o 51 fdset gt @ @l R 81 wo con o



How does it naturally contain dissolved minerals? | 39" ga §¢ @fAs1 Widiad 9 F Ha Ad
&

1. Percolation through rocks / gl & dta Rama
« Rainwater and surface water slowly seep underground through soil and rock layers. — asf 5id 31k
Hag 511 eR-eR gt st agre Y uveY @ ey yiffiTra ugad 21
« During this journey, the water dissolves small amounts of mineral matter from surrounding rocks.

— B9 U1 & R 316 HTHUTE &t agHl @ 2iet-2i1gt arn 7 @fAst ugref gt a2

2. Water-rock interaction | Sief-gagiH UaR fosan
» When water passes through limestone, it can dissolve calcium and bicarbonate. — 31d 3e AT

UreR & BT TERAT &, dl ag bfeeran 3R argwaiie vid gdwar 21

» When it moves through dolomite-rich rocks, magnesium content may rise. — 574 4g SI@IHISE Jad
gl A TRl 8, @ Ao &Y A 9 Il 21

« Granite, basalt and other rocks can also contribute different trace elements depending on local

geology. — ¥Tge, daTee 3R 3= TgM Wi I TiTe & 3THR HATT-31e1T YEH dvd UG B2 Jbdl 8l

WHO CDN «

3. Long underground residence time / fiTTd @& ¥HT d& 314
« Mineral water usually remains underground for long periods, sometimes years or even much

longer. — A= e} AHIRIA: @@ YUY da YfATd IgaT 2, Bvl-at auf a1 3ah it sifties awa a@)
« This long contact time allows more stable and characteristic mineral composition to develop. —

IE Wd1 S Y U 3ifere @R 31k fafere @fis-daar fasfdd 813 A #eg &ar 2l

4. Natural pressure and protected source | Wigsfa® gra 3k W:fgia dta
» Because the source is protected and underground, the water preserves its natural mineral profile

better than treated surface water. — @ilfas Sta TRfera 3R yfana glan 8, safeie 98 sie IuafRa Jagt
5Tt @1 g1 ] 3191 Wiepfaes @fASI-9epla &) dgar q41Q T&rd1 21

» That is why mineral water is often described as geologically conditioned water. — 33t BRUT fARe
a1e’ B darAce ®9 & yWifad Sietl el SiTaT 21



Difference between mineral water and packaged drinking water | fA=ze arer 3k d&ss fgfen
are | 3R

1. Source [ &d
« Mineral water comes from a protected underground natural source. — fA=va arez fadt wfea

ot yffia st @ st 21

« Packaged drinking water may come from various sources and is then treated for safety. — d&ss

fgfam are fafi=1 dial @ 3 Wasar & 3k 52 JqRan &q IUTRa fBAT AT &1 suresu ot naien

2. Mineral content | @fast At
« Mineral water naturally retains dissolved minerals. — fA=Re @1e? A g g§¢ @l widpfds 9@ a7
wa
« Packaged drinking water may lose much of its mineral content during purification and may not
have a stable natural mineral profile. — &g f§fdm arer fgH01 & SR 3 & =T @t ABaT2
3R 309 @R Wifae WAT-WIGTEa AETEIaTl  suros of indian

3. Treatment [ 3UdR
« Natural mineral water is not meant to undergo heavy treatment that changes its essential
composition. — AGR fAARE a1e? IR AT WRY IuaR &1 fasar ST a1fgy 3t 3xd! Jd Ha41 95 ol
« Packaged drinking water is typically purified through methods such as filtration, reverse
osmosis, UV or ozonation. — d&ss f§fd arez &) amrra: fAwiga, fraaf sirwifaw, gat an sisiagstem
Sht faferal @ g AT AT 81 ueau of e

4. Indian standards | HRdlI A&

« InIndia, packaged natural mineral water and packaged drinking water are covered under
separate BIS standards. — WRd & t&ss AgRe e arer 3k d&ss f§fdm arer & fag srenr-3em BIS
S &

« 1S 13428 applies to packaged natural mineral water, while IS 14543 applies to packaged drinking
water. — IS 13428 %38 AgRe HRe a1e} W @N] &dT &, STafds IS 14543 ddss 3 arer w amy gar
1 pressinformation.. +1



Are dissolved minerals useful? | Fa1 ga gT @fAs1 3uahit gd &2
« Yes, some dissolved minerals can contribute to taste and may add small nutritional value. — &,
PV ga gY @fst @i ¥ ahreHE & aad # 31k eiter diuners nga i sits d@d 2
« Calcium and magnesium are the most discussed minerals in drinking water from a health
perspective. — ¥R & g€ & 1A & 5@ A dfeeram 3k Artferam Fad sfties aaf # @3 @ @fd=1 21

« WHO documents note that drinking-water can contribute to intake of calcium and magnesium,

though food remains the major source. — WHO & 38R, W1 &1 ur-t Sfeeram 3ikk diferam & daa &
ANTET & HEHAT 8, ETeifcs WIS &1 3T WHE Hid a1 TBAT 1 Wors Heart 015

Does hard water mean mineral water? | &RIT B8R e &l fAa3d die glar 87

« No, every hard water is not mineral water. — 981, 8 ®6R 37l fA3A areR 7&1 grdrl
« Hardness mainly refers to the presence of calcium and magnesium salts in water. — &a1d1 &1 37ef

H&Ia: 5ot | dbfeeran 3k diferaw sravif &t 3ufifa 21
« Mineral water is defined not just by hardness but by its protected natural source and stable

natural mineral composition. — fA=a are & Uga Had HoRd1 & 781, dfcs 39d Wfeia wisfas
Hia 3R R wipfad IfFT-TRAT A @t &1 wio con

Why mineral water often tastes different | fA=Rel a1ez &1 W1 e &A1 @7TdT &

« Different minerals give water different tastes. — fafi= @fAs1 5ie1 B 3reT- 3167 WG 3d 21
« Calcium and magnesium may make water taste harder, bicarbonates may affect smoothness, and

sodium may subtly change flavour. — $feeran 3itz A=iferan sie @) 3iftis Bk @E 2 THa &,
AEHTEE HATIHYA B! WHIfdd B3 Tba 7, 3R WfSan @G 3 geb1 agoa o bl |
« That is why waters from different springs do not taste exactly the same. — STIfAT e~ 31T Fal

& YTl BT WG Th AATAZT 81Tl wiio con



Indian context / HRdTT TgHy

In India, tap water is usually sourced from rivers, reservoirs, borewells or groundwater systems
and is disinfected before supply. — WRd A 7 &1 UTHT AHTRIG: AfGAT, SRR, dRdd a1 yaTd Jial d
fora stan 8 3k 3mgfd @ uga 3 FHlewRfEd fdar smar g

Packaged mineral water is marketed as water from a protected natural source with natural

mineral characteristics. — 453 fiaRe are: ! Tferd Wigpfdd did } urd 3ik wipfas IfFs1-fadaansit

dTcedl STef ddThR a'ﬂTa'lﬁT'gl
For exam purposes, the key distinction is source plus natural mineral profile versus treated

potable water. — G3i&iT &1 g @ H&= 3iaR g 8: Wigid Wpfaad Hd 3k wipfas Afst-viwEd aam
3tﬁ'lﬁﬁ mﬁl Press Information... +1

Extra facts for exam | 9i&i &q 3ifafiaa aea

Aquifer means an underground layer of rock or sediment that stores and transmits groundwater.
— Aquifer &7 372f & IgM AT AT B fATTd Ud 31 Tdl $! Afdd 3R yaifgd &t &1

Spring is a natural point where groundwater emerges at the surface. — Spring 98 Q'Iijfﬁ?ﬁﬁgé
3181 3Tdl Jdg R fAdaarg|

Dissolved solids in water are often referred to as TDS, that is, Total Dissolved Solids. — 57 A ga

319 ugreif @) wrar: TDS 3r2ifd Total Dissolved Solids &gl STAT 21
Not all TDS is harmful; the meaning depends on what is dissolved and in what amount. — & TDS

EABRE TEl 8aT; $APT 31ef 31 a1d IR vk w2 & s o gem 8 3k fhaat AT A gar @1 weo con



Flat 12% surcharge to
apply on buyback tax

® Move toraise tax MONEY MATTERS

outgo for those with
income up toI1cr

KULDEEP SINGH
New Delhi, March 25

THE GOVERNMENT HAS
introduced a flat 12% sur-
charge on buyback-related cap-
ital gains forall shareholders,

According to experts, the
new flat surcharge,introduced
as an amendment to the
Finance Bill 2026, could
increase the overall tax outgo
for smaller corporate share-
holders and middle-income
individual taxpayers, while
giving relief to the super-rich.

Another amendment to
Section 140 of the Income-Tax
Act, 2025 carried through the
Bill will raise the turnover limit
for start-up tax holiday from
%100 crore to 300 crore.

This aligns with the new
start-up policy notified by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) in February. The move
will ensure that fast-growing
innovation-driven startups
won't lose the tax benefits as
they scale up,

Sandeep Thunjhunwala,
M&A Tax Partner at Nangia
Global Advisors, said: “Moving
toa flat 129 surcharge means
a higher tax outgo across many

® Section 140 of

the Income-Tax

Act, 2025 will

raise turnover

limit for startup

tax holiday from

100 crore to

Soocrore

® The move will — i

ensure that \‘\ .
fast-growing m Currently,

innovation-driven  a graded ® For corporate
startups won't surcharge shareholders, the
lose the tax structure applies  flat 12% surcharge
benefits as tobuybacksby  could raise costsin
they scale up individuals some income slabs

brackets, making buybacks a
costlier route for cash extrac-
tion compared to alternatives
such as dividends.

“Thiscould likely discourage
individual shareholders from
initiating buybacks and distort
capital allocation decisions.”

Currently, a graded sur-
charge structure applies to
buybacks by individuals: no
surcharge on gains up to ¥50
lakh, 10% levy on gains
between 50 lakh to ¥1 crore,
and 15% for gains exceeding
¥1crore. For corporate share-
holders, no surcharge is cur-
rentlylevied on buyback cap-
italgainsupto 1 crore,anda
7% levy applies to such gains
between 1 crore and 10

crore, Corporate shareholders
with higher buyback gains
must paya 12% surcharge.
The surcharges apply asa
percentage of the capital
gains tax. The Bill was passed
by the Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day.Amit Maheshwari, manag-
ing partnerat AKM Global,said
the Finance Bill 2026 shifts
buyback taxation to the share-
holderlevel,but theapplicable
surcharge wasinitially unclear,
especially for promoters and
high-income taxpayers.
Jhunjhunwala noted that
the change would have amixed
impact depending on the size
of the buyback and share-
holder category.“The impact of
this amendment, however,

would largely be limited to
smalland mid-sized buybacks,
as large buybacks where gains
exceed T1 crore are already-
subject to a higher surcharge
rate of 15% and hence the
amendment actuallyimpliesa
3% reduction in surcharge for
such category,” he said.

For corporate sharehold-
ers, the flat 129 surcharge
could raise costs in certain
income slabs, “For corporate
shareholders, the flat 12%
surcharge on buyback may
have an impact in situations
where gains are up to ¥1
crore, where no surcharge
currently applied and where
taxable income falls between
1 croreand 10 crore, where
a 7% surcharge is applied.

In both scenarios, the shift
to a uniform 12% surcharge
increases the overall tax bur-
den, thereby making buybacks
relatively more expensive,”
Jhunjhunwala added.

The DPIIT revised the tax
holiday eligibility thresholds
for thecountry's inovation-
driven ecosystem by raising
the turnover levels to ¥200
crore from ¥100 crore forreg-
ular startups and to ¥300
crore for deep tech ventures.
The Finance Bill implements
the tax proposals announced
in the Union Budget for FY27.
It will now move to the Rajya
Sabha for consideration before
receiving presidential assent.



Topic

What is the News?

Main Objective

Earlier System

New System

Impact on Individuals

Impact on High-income
Group

Impact on Corporate
Shareholders

Details (English)

Government proposes a flat 12%
surcharge on buyback-related
capital gains under Finance Bill
2026.

To increase tax outgo and reduce

tax arbitrage through buybacks.

Graded surcharge system based
on income slabs (0%, 10%, 15%).

Uniform 12% surcharge replaces
slab-based structure in relevant

cases.

Middle-income taxpayers
(especially below %1 crore gains)
may face higher tax burden.

High-income individuals (>31
crore) may see reduced surcharge
compared to earlier 15%.

May increase tax liability in certain
income brackets where earlier

surcharge was lower or absent.

faaror (fgeh)

WEHR A fa fadas 2026 & d&d IId® A 2 Yaimd @M R
12% & THH TG R Jd1fdd Bl &l

BI-VR deTHT 3R RSP b ATeH A BR-3Afd st B BH BT

HI-TR &b AR IRUTdg JAT51 (0%, 10%, 15%) A1 2T

Hdfera ATHE! A 12% o A T G2 N &Nt

HEIH-3MT HGIar3i (fAe e 31 B8 db @ aTd) TR BR-
HR 93 Jhdl

I 3T a1 (>T1 PBRAZ) TR YA bl 15% &R bl o1 A Jd151
A € Jbdl &l

P -0 B BRURE SRRERBI TR BR-HR 9¢ Jdbdl &
STET UgR BH AT T TATS 2Tl



Shareholders

Buyback Meaning

Why Companies Do
Buyback

Tax Shift

Surcharge Meaning

Example (Concept)

Policy Aim

Economic Impact

Revenue Impact

Equity Concern

income brackets where earlier
surcharge was lower or absent.

Company repurchases its own
shares from shareholders.

Return surplus cash, improve EPS,
signal confidence, optimize capital
structure.

Buyback taxation shifted to
shareholder level as capital gains.

Additional tax on income tax
amount, not on total income.

If tax = 100, surcharge @12% =
212 extra.

Ensure neutrality between
dividends and buybacks.

May reduce attractiveness of
buybacks and shift companies
toward dividends.

Likely to increase tax collection
from middle-income segments.

Could increase burden on smaller
investors while reducing it for
some high-income groups.

STET UE™ H AT - TSt el

HUAT 39 £ R SRRERS! & aIH Fdigat 21

Ffafeas Fa4l dtern, EPS g, faeary fE@m, gsit dwan
[EMAT|

TIdS BT B ARYURS TR R YsTd @M B FuH
TerATaRd fasan mm

JIATS A W w51 aren sfafed a2 8, A e pe ama
brd
afg 3mga? 1100 8, aY 12% Jarst = 212 Jfdfdas

wier 3R ardes & dta w-aeed gfAfeda wel

qrade &Y BT BH B bl & 3 dufFal @nier Y 3
Had 2

HEAH-31 7 B B-JUE 96 Tbal 2l

B2 fAderd! R MR 9¢ Tdar & S1afd 8 I g af & Aga
fAe g 21



Situation / fzeifa

* You bought shares for 21,00,000
« Company buys back at #1,50,000
« Profit (Capital Gain) = 250,000

e 39 21,00,000 # 8RR T
 @UAt 21,50,000 ¥ aH Fiedt @

« @M =2350,000

Step 1: Calculate Tax | a9 fA®a

« Suppose tax rate = 20%
e Tax =2%50,000 x 20% = 210,000

Step 2: Add Surcharge (NEW RULE)

TIETS 318 (A8 @azem)
* Surcharge = 12% of 210,000 = 21,200

Final Tax | e a9
« Total Tax = 210,000 + 21,200 = 11,200
~ Earlier (Old system) - maybe NO surcharge (if income < 250 lakh)

Now (New system) - 21,200 extra tax

v/ Conclusion: Tax burden increased

V fAspd: ¢y 9@ T



ul Example 2: High Income Investor
3ISTEI0T 2: 3 A fAderP

Situation / fReifd

» Profit =310,00,000
e Tax @20% =%2,00,000

Old System [ QRI-it a2t

e Surcharge =15%
e Extra=2%30,000
e Total Tax =%2,30,000

New System /93 &Iazel

e Surcharge =12%
e Extra=%24,000
e Total Tax =32,24,000

Conclusion: Tax decreased

fasa: oy &H gan



Akasha300 3D Printer Boosts
India’s Space Manutacturing



Topic

What is Akasha300?

Developed by / Developed for

Key Technology

Temperature Capability

Important Components

Material Capability

Role in Space Sector

Why Important for ISRO

Exam Fact 4

Details (English) BT PR
Akasha300 is an advanced industrial-grade 3D printer 3TpIRIM300 Teh ool m TR 3D e

designed for high-temperature additive %’ S8 3Tg aIAT W Qi%iéa ﬂ_&a"ﬁﬁﬂ &
manufacturing, especially for aerospace and space e, fadwey Ry 3R 3aieT B'QIﬂ?T %?r
applications. ERIEGRE IR

Developed under India’s innovation ecosystem and 3@ R & AR dF & 3d9d [Afad fmar
deployed at ISRO’s Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre 91T %’ 3T IsRo & faifeFas wives ey dex
(LPSC). (LPSC) & T foham amm gl

Ig ufsfea AegthaaRor (3p o) w smenRa

Based on additive manufacturing (3D printing), where %. sy EN?I'U %ﬁl’&"ﬂ AT & RI-e3-9d
objects are built layer by layer from digital models. a?-l'lé' ST %’I

Ig 3T dYAT W ST & Tohdl &, it

Can operate at high temperatures required for TWRITY SolfaaRer & 9ggd 3eedd qreelr &
advanced materials used in aerospace engineering. BT TS %|

. . _ 3UH gIes &8, A ARG A 3R =R

Includes heated bed, precision motion system, and air ﬁﬁ%l’a‘-r firces onfier % ST fRe FfT
filtration system for stable printing. Hﬁl’f\ﬂ?-r T a.l ’

L o TE IcT-ued T S difaER AR Hafeed
Can print high-performance materials like polymers 1 e 7 gFar %. S 3igReT Teat A W
and composites used in space components. aa ¥ ’
Helps manufacture complex, lightweight, and high IE TIFe 3R el H E’IT-T el ¢

’ ’ T goh 3R 3TU-TESAT T el & AT 7

precision components used in rockets and satellites. Feg T %’I
Enables rapid prototyping, reduces manufacturing qg ?IG-T m ﬁTﬁ'UT, IGE I qAT H AT
time, and lowers cost of space hardware. 3R 3aRer E'Iéa?IIT T FeTT e H g %I

3D printing reduces supply chain dependency. 3D e 3-1chﬁ W R fAIRAT FA FAr %’I



LPSC Role

Industrial Significance

Strategic Importance

Global Context

Additive Manufacturing Meaning

Advantages

Challenges
Exam Fact 1

Exam Fact 2

Exam Fact 3

LPSC is a key ISRO centre responsible for liquid propulsion systems LPSC ISRO T EDT@T $g % ST 99T AT 3R 37AReT I1AT

in launch vehicles and spacecraft.

launch vehicles and f %WWWHWWW%

Bridges gap between research and industrial manufacturing; ae %". ﬁm W & ot ?%_q.ra@ T
supports Make in India in high-tech sector. o %’I R BT H A Sl P I

Reduces dependence on foreign manufacturing and strengthens  Jg faeel fA#or uv eRar &7 Far % IR 'H%_CI'CFU‘r
indigenous capability in critical space tech. 37aReT deeiter H Tacelr &7ddr i Holgd Sl %’I

Countries like USA, China, and EU are already using 3D printing in Rifdar wmw Tg %a-:\;:%ﬁaﬁﬁag =g Syofy ge?r%?-r

aerospace; India joining this league.

pace; Indiajoining this leag & T 2
Process of creating objects by adding material layer by layer, unlike Jg gihaT AR I RA-g3-IRd A8 a¥d Tl %
subtractive manufacturing. Safer IRIRe AAor J greel ét'lé' ST %I
Complex design, less material waste, lightweight structures, faster STfed ISoﬂsd, hH T Eﬁﬁa, gon AT 3R ast
innovation cycles. IdAR dsh $HD THY ol gl
High cost, need for skilled workforce, material limitations, 3T dlldTd, mm EFR&H?—I’ FT 3TTTSRAT, AT @ 3R
certification issues in aerospace. TR A EIﬂTU'I?-T a Grs?r El?m%PZIT %I
Additive manufacturing = 3D printing. ufafeq :r‘-\—gﬁwaﬁn = 3D iﬁiE?’II
ISRO uses advanced manufacturing for propulsion and satellite ISRO U6l 3 3YIg °cahl & [T Ioald fAToT aeRitent
components. T 3TAET FAT gl

High-temperature 3D printing is critical for aerospace and defence 3Td AT 3D eI TaRead 3R & &40 & fow 3icad
sectors. FI%F:I'CI;UT gl



Word of the day

Clandestine:

conducted with or marked by hidden aims or
methods

Synonyms: secret, covert, private

Usa g€ They held a clandestine meeting late
at night.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/clandestine

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /klaendestin/
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Word of the day

Boisterous:
noisy and lacking in restraint or discipline

Synonyms: rambunctious, unruly

Usage: The crowd grew boisterous as the
match reached its final moments.

Pronunciation:
https://newsth.live/ZQEJN5

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /boistasas/

Word of the day

Wily:

marked by skill in deception

Synonyms: crafty, cunning

Usage: she proved to be a wily negotiator,
securing a better deal than expected.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/1Jnn6E

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /warli/
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