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Under which programme has India completed genome sequencing of
10,000 TB samples?

+ IRA A 10,000 &t AT T SAAA HAFAT fFH FEFHA &
ded G TR §2

A. IVI|SS|on TB-Free India

B. Dare2eraD TB

C. Nirog Bharat Yojana

D. Swasthya Mission



What is India’s target year to eliminate tuberculosis?

« IR HT Y FATCT FIA HT 98T d¥ FIAT 2
A. 2030
B. 2027
C. 2025
D. 2040



What percentage of the world’s TB cases are reported from India?

- g & faraet ufaera &t AmAer sRa #F & @ 82
A. 10%
B. 18%
C. 28%
D. 40%



What is the objective of the Indian Navy’s 10S Sagar initiative?

» HRAT AT $Y 10S AR Gge FT 35T FAT 872
A. Promote cruise tourism
B. Strengthen maritime cooperation with IOR and African nations
C. Expand submarine capability
D. Train private security



What was the name of the multilateral naval exercise involving India and
African countries?

maﬁtmaeﬁa:aﬁammwmﬁa&w
T T FIT oT?

A. Indo-African Sea Shield
B. AI-KEYME

C. SAGAR Bond

D. MARSEC-25



What is India’s rank in global food waste as per 2022 data?
- 2022 F AR R ARGF WGy 3rqeqa # Fw T W 87
A. 1st
B. 2nd
C. 3rd
D. 4th



Which gas from food waste contributes significantly to global warming?

- @eT 39T ¥ fAwea arelt &l df 3w sadllaer aifder &
qYeTereT oY 87
A. Carbon Dioxide
B. Methane
C. Nitrous Oxide
D. Sulphur Dioxide



Which company recently overtook Tesla in overall car sales in China?

iﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁﬁmaﬁmwﬁﬁﬁmaﬁtﬂ%
ors fear?

A. NIO

B. SAIC

C. BYD

D. Xpeng



What is the new investment limit for a Medium Enterprise under revised
MSME norms?

- FAMAT TATHTAS ARGl & (AR TF HfFTH v
s faer AT F=ar %’?
A. X50 crore
B. X75 crore

C. X100 crore
D. X125 crore



What is a 'secret sitting' in the context of Indian Parliament?
+ AT qHG H IO 45" FT Fq71 HY g7

A. Budget session with closed doors

B. Special emergency session for national security

C. A closed-door session without public/media access
D. Meeting between PM and Speaker
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True change
happens when
you CREATE
from ovision, not
from problems
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U.S. officials
text war plans
to group chat

from SLBC tunnel
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with journalis¢
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cross-soroER TIES
India, China officials
hold talks in Beijing

NEWS » PAGE 4

ASIAN CUP QUALIFIERS

India and Bangladesh
in goalless draw

SPORT » PAGE 17

Stalin to make
annollnoclnent
to ‘uplift

cHENNAL
Resterating that he would
; the

Tuesday that he would s00n
make an anNoUNCEMEnt to
“protect the Tam# tangua;
2nd uplift Tamils”. » PAGE 2

appear before the police,
sources sald. » PAGE 5

‘India, China may
seek to interfere
in Canadian 3

oTTAWA
China and india are likely to try
%0 Interfere in the Canadian
general election on Apail 23,
while Russia and Pakistan have
the potentiat to do 50, the.
Canadian Security intelligence
Service said on Monday at @
time when Canada's relations.
with india is chily. 3 PAGE 14

Govt., Opposition ca]l for collegium system reform

jva Sabha floor leaders chaired by V- Dhankhar: Leader of the House Nadda to have a one-orrone
m«ummmrkmrk-mlcnmtrymdmma suluuun;LLaderofth Opposition Kharge urges the government to dlarify its stance on the NJAC Act. struck down by the SC

Current system lacks tra

NEW DELII

he Vice-President

context of recovery
burnt  Indian _curres

notes at the official resi.
dence of the High Court

curred on the need for an
alternative to the present

sides sald Lacked transpa-
rency, the Leader of the
Oppos! mon in the Rajya

Sabha and Congress prest-
dent, Mallikarjun Kharge,

placed the onus on the go-
Vernmens to clarify its posi-
tion.

At the end of the incon-
clusfve meeting, it was de-
cided that BJP president

the

notes was “undoubtedly

~ and it was a “very
Critical tasue that 15 agitas.
ing the minds in

Panel begins inquiry,
visits residence of’ _]udge

the
during the Budget Session in Parsament on Tuescay. AN

have been different. The
INAC Bl ratified by 16 As-
and

of
to the National Judicial Ap-

by the bai
ber 2014 was struck down
Court in

(NJAC) Act passed v Par-
liament, he said that if the

ism for judicial ap-
pointments had not been
struck down by the Su-
preme Court, things would

by th
Getober 2015

“Now, it is befitting the
occasion to reiterate [that
it] was a visionary step.
And imagine if that had ta-
ken place. things would

of the House

have been different,” Mr.
Dhankhar

He also questioned Par-
liament's relevance in the
situation.

“Very critical issue’
~we will come back to the
House on this very critical
important issue that con-
cerns much beyond the
Judicial mess. It concerns

FULL REPORT OM
» PAGE S

(TMC) MP Sukendu Sekhar
Roy <aid that these issues
should on the
floos o P e sk e

in an ante-chamber. Since
the NJAC had already been
struck down the Su-
preme Court, the govern-

happen if that recurred, he
added.

Mr. Nadda said that a
distinction should be made
on the Issue at in the

of

the sovereignty of Parlia-
ment and the supremacy
of Pariiament, and wheth.
er at all we are relevant
the Vice President said.

At the hourlong meet-
ing, he reiterated these
points. In a reply e this,
Mr. Kharge

o

tive judictal appolntments
system while still maintain-

pendence.
Specifically on_the gues-
tion of the NJAC., Mr

were valid, and there was a
need to look for an alterna-

o
could react only if the
brough

proposal.
Trinamool  Congress

cur-
rency notes at the resi-

ers™ to decide on the next

steps.
With inputs from
Sandeep Phukan)

Soaring mercury

Sizzting sight: A girl holding an umbrolia visits the Taj Mahal on Tuesday, as temparature rises in several parts of North India. #

India slaps
Samsung with
tax demand of
$601 million

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Customs authorities have
ordered consumer elec-
tronics major Samsung
and is

Cannot be forced %
to join govt. portal,
X tells Delhi HC

¢ DELHI

Soclal media platform X
has he Delhi

$501 million (5112 equal o
8572 at current ra(es) in
ack taxes and penalties
for dodging tarifls on .
port of key telecoms equip-
government order

e demand represents

Centre drops import duty on goods used to make
EV, phone batteries; Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill

NEW DELSI

Union Finance Minister

goods use
TS vemie V)
batterios and 28 kems used
o make mobile phone bat-
teries to boost domestic

manufacturing.
Replying to the debate
on the Finance Bill, which
passed by the Lok Sab-
ha, the Minister sald Cus-
toms tari isation
in Budget 2025 was atmed

Mirmata

ety
big step forward,” the Mi-
i,

and inputs, and making
domess! products
Cost-effective.

“This Finance Bill 2025

nents, would become cost
competitive.

The announcement
ahead or a US.

Presidént Donald Trump's
of eci-

Session of

cess of Customs tariff ra-
tionalisation had been
going for the past two
vears.

The Finance Minister al-

Sithara-
man asserted that the pro-

in New Delhi on Tuesday. =11

Referring to the con-

department carried out a
‘nudge” in which

can be challenged in a tax
tribunal or the courts. The
company, which also im-

on a critical

taxpayers were encour-

0 vol y e
their foreign Income and
assets. SMS and E-mails

ton available to Income
Tax of forelgn deposits and
ts, she

c\lmula tively, the nudge
resulted in the declx_vxx
of foreign assets
229,208 crore and roneign
income of ¥1.089 crore in
Schedule FA (foreign as-
sets) by 30,161 taxpayers,
Ms. added.

used in mobile towers. It
imported and sold them to
Reliance Jio.

Samsung pushed India’s
tax authority to drop the

fication

But customs authorities

High Court that ir canmot
be compelled to come on-

board Centre’s SA-
HYOG portal, which aims

HYOG portal falls outside

the statutory scheme of

Section 69A of the IT Act,
which empowers the go-
vernment to order online
platforms to block infor-
mation in specific circum-
stances.

The portal  would
“create a parallel mechan-

nsel rep:
ing X. submitted that the

January 8 order that is not

c but w ved by

Reuters.

ed”

b

ally presented false docu-

ments before the customs
for »

form has alm ﬁled a perl~
tion before the Karnataka

X argued that 1t has its own
portal to process iegal requests.

tionality will be extended
to also send information
requests from law enforce-
ment agencies.

The court was hearing a
petition seeking to trace a
missing boy. In September
last year, the court was in-

cently used his Instagram
account.
The court took the view
thiat ' awveral imach cases
involving

which precious time &s lost
in tracing

person.
it had then directed va-
rious intermediaries and
other parties to file their
rmpec e standard o]

H‘h (‘our the
. That peti-

Son 1ag tered fhe portal
a “censorship™ tool

Noting that the Finance

at 213.6 lakh crore.

the
House that the Income Tax

‘cLARIFY
» PAGE S

Sonal Bajaj. a commission-
er of customs, said in the
order.

sa was ordered to
pay $520 million,
ing of unpaid taxes and a
penalty of 100%. Seven In-
dia executives face fines of
$81 million, the
showed.

The SAHYOG portal is be-

ating
with details on how they
deal with information re-
quests from law enforce-
ment agencies.
So far, 38 intermediaries

hear X's case on the Issue
on April 29.




Centre drops import duty on goods used to make
EV, phone batteries; Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday announced there
would be no import duties
on 35 capital goods used to
make electric vehicle (EV)
batteries and 28 items used
to make mobile phone bat-
teries to boost domestic
manufacturing.

Replying to the debate
on the Finance Bill, which
was passed by the Lok Sab-
ha, the Minister said Cus-
toms tariff rationalisation
in Budget 2025 was aimed
at boosting domestic pro-
duction, enhancing export
competitiveness by reduc-
ing duties on raw materials
and inputs, and making
domestic products
cost-effective.

“This Finance Bill 2025
relating to the Customs
aims to rationalise tariff
structure and address duty
inversion. These will also
support manufacturing

CcM
K

units, domestic value addi-
tion, promote exports, fa-
cilitate trade and also pro-
vide relief to the common
people,” she said.

The government moved
35 official amendments to
the Finance Bill, including
one to abolish a 6% digital
tax on online advertise-
ments, during its passage
in the Lower House.

‘Big step forward’
Calling the rationalisation
of Customs tariffs a “very
big step forward,” the Mi-
nister said importers
would benefit while ex-
porting industries that im-
port parts and compo-
nents, would become cost
competitive.

The announcement
came just ahead of a U.S.
delegation arriving in India
to carry forward talks on
President Donald Trump’s
proposal of imposing reci-
procal tariffs.

However, Ms. Sithara-
man asserted that the pro-

Nirmala Sltharaman speaks in the Lok Sabha during the Budget
Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Tuesday. P

cess of Customs tariff ra-
tionalisation had been
going for the past two
years.

The Finance Minister al-
so informed the House that
the new Income Tax Bill,
seeking to replace the In-
come Tax Act of 1961,
would be taken up for dis-
cussion during the next
Monsoon session, as it was
currently being examined
by a Select Committee of
Parliament.

Referring to the con-

cerns expressed by Oppo-
sition members regarding
income tax officers being
authorised to examine dig-
ital records for assessment
purposes in the new in-
come tax Bill, Ms. Sithara-
man said it was necessary
to make this provision as
the 1961 tax law permitted
only the examination of
physical books of accounts
or manual records of
income-expenditure.

She also informed the
House that the Income Tax

department carried out a
‘nudge’ campaign in which
taxpayers were encour-
aged to voluntarily disclose
their foreign income and
assets. SMS and E-mails
were sent to around 19,501
select taxpayers, asking
them to review their In-
come Tax returns filed for
2024-25 based on informa-
tion available to Income
Tax of foreign deposits and
assets, she said.

Cumulatively, the nudge
resulted in the declaration
of foreign assets worth
¥29,208 crore and foreign
income of 31,089 crore in
Schedule FA (foreign as-
sets) by 30,161 taxpayers,
Ms. Sitharaman added.

Noting that the Finance
Bill provides “unprece-
dented tax relief,” the Fi-
nance Minister said perso-
nal income tax collection
for 2025-26 was projected
at ¥13.6 lakh crore.

‘CLARIFY AMENDMENT’

» PAGE 5
|




. Key Customs Reforms | YHE AT Yeh U

. No Import Duty on:
* 35 capital goods used for Electric Vehicle (EV) battery manufacturing
e 28 items used for mobile phone batteries

« & 36T Boost domestic production, enhance export
competitiveness, and reduce raw material costs.

» [ 3T e AT @ WedTgeT <or, AT wfaeaer sere,

T HTT T o9Td P FLATH




Budget 2025 Customs Strategy | 5T 2025 $r /AT e WA

. ]j Customs tariff rationalisation to:
e Curb duty inversion (STgl goTdc U 3+ Meh, 3cHlq WX hd)
* Promote value addition in India
* Facilitate Make in India

* “This is a very big step forward for boosting domestic manufacturing”
— Nirmala Sitharaman

“Ug AT AR T @ & 937 cH g — Aaar darAT




Additional Amendments | 3{g AT
* ["\| Abolished: 6% Digital Advertising Tax
o AT [AATAr W 6% ST AT
. c@} New Income Tax Bill to replace the 1961 Act will be introduced in

Monsoon Session
» AT I TAUIh AT T H 9T fohar Srea|

« £3 Income Tax officers will be allowed to access digital records for
assessment

- 3foieca Repisa &1 oma & fov JfReRal &1 3fted fear s




Foreign Assets Declaration Drive | et aufr giworm FfAae

. ﬁ ‘Nudge Campaign’ by Income Tax Department

e 19,501 ¢FIUIYH &I SHA/THUATH ol T
* Foreign income/assets?ﬁ ool O 9iivd Sl &l chal JITUT

. Results:

e %29,208 crore in foreign asset value declared
* X1,089 crore in foreign income declared by 30,161 taxpayers



This is a collage of galaxies captured by the Euclid observatory and released on March 19. The first column shows galaxies that have a more diffuse appearance. The middle
columns showcase face-on spiral galaxies with different shapes and densities of stars. The last columns include interacting galaxies or galaxies with an unusual spiral arm or tidal
tail. EUCLID CONSORTIUM/ESA, NASA
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
New cooperatives
istered in the

wo ars
12,957 55

Number of tenements

surveved under the
Dharavi Project
métestone for the Dharaw:

GB

going survey has surpassed the scope of
the last survey done in 2007-08 to map one
of Asia’s biggest shum’s residential and

his survey has

In thousand. in a significant

country In the past two years.

gone beyond the earlier benchmarkc. on

THE>@s HINDU

Number of taxpavers
who have declared

foreign assets
Nirmala Sitharaman said that

3 more than 30,000 taxpayers

have rewised their I-T retumns or filed
belated retums and declared additional
foreign assets and income of about 30,200
crore. Out of 19,501 taxpayers, a total of
11.162 taxpayers revised their returns. =n

In thousand, Finance Minister

Number of MLAs

suspended for 7 days
Odisha Assembk

Odisha Assembly Speaker
Surama Padhy on Tuesday
suspended 12 Congress MUAS for

seven days over “indiscipline” in the

House. The action aganst the Congress

legislators came sfter the House adopted 3

tion moved by government Chief Wihip

Saroj Prachan.

Ragging-related
complaints in medical
colleges in U.P. in 2024

The highest number of
ragging-related complants in
medical colleges in 2024 was

reported in Uttar Pradesh with 33, followed

by Bihar with 17, Rajasthan with 15, and
iy Pradesh with 12, Minister of State
for Health Anupriya Patel said. en
COUPRED BY THE Hi

oaTATEM

© twitter. h

Follow us @@

hindu

. hindu &) h

How is an in-house inquiry conducted?

n

J
when a judge is found guilty? St hhouldl.herubedmuﬂ:

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan B.

The story so
he cmenumce of India (CJD
has constituted an in-house
committee to conduct an
inco allegations of

S conteol speration.

What is the current issue?
A fire broke out at the residence of Justice
Yashwant Varma of the Delhi High Court
G MawiH 1 THr G Fpatal it
giscovered huge piles of cash that w

e in 1 e inside the storeroom. . The
Chict justice of Detht High C
conducted the preliminary lnqu‘.ry and

rted to the CJl that his prima facie

opinson is for a deeper probe into the
entire matter. As per the direction of the

that no cash was ever pl. him or
his family 15 in the storeroom, and
that they were never shown the sacks of

burmne currency notes during the
ol A

committee has been constituted as per
the in-house procedure of the Supreme

e
n transferred to his parent
preeiony Eligh Court by the collegium.

What is an in-house procedure?

inquiry. The resolution for in-house
procedures for action against judges was
adopled &n 1999 and made public in 2034,
complaint s received against a
Judge of a High Court, the CJl will Gecide

whether the issue is frivolous or warrants
an inquiry. If an inquiry is deemed
necessary, the judge’s initial response
along with comments of the Chief Justice
of the concerned High Court are taken on
record. The CJi can them form a

the President and the Prime Minister will
be informed of the findings for Parliament
to Initiate action for removal as per
provisions of the Constitution. Any
complaint against the Chief Justice of a
High Courr, would be inquired bya

to inquire into the allegations.

What reforms are required?

The details of in-house inquisies are kept

confidential by the Supreme Court. This
the

transparency and confidence in the whole
process. Furthermare, in the past. no
Judge has suffered criminal punishmen
Even, after having been found guilty of
by the inquiry
s needs to be addressed and the guilty
Shoutd be hroughl o book. In the U.K
there is an autonomous statutory office
called the ‘Judicial Conduct Investigations
Office” that investigates allegations of
Judicial tnlscondu(l. A stmilar
autonomous and permanent body
éliﬂlshed ln India under the CJi.
‘oot causes for me problem
pmbam, lies in the opaqueness of the
m process that lj ﬁ)lln\led for the
pputmmem of ju needs to be
a renewed debate on operanona.llslng the
Nattonal Judicial Appolntments
Commission (NJAC), that was struck down

and transparency. A NJAC
headed by the GJI with representatives
from various ders inchuding
members of the legislature, lawy:
assoclations and academia maybe secup
on the lines of the Judicial Se

in Sout

three-m
two Chief Justices from other High
The

Courts
and one High Court judge. The committee
after the inquiry can provide 2

that

is
serious enough to oarenint removal o o
serious enough. If the recommendation
not for removal, the judge would be
apprised ifthe

Jidge and two Chief justices of ocher High

Courts. In case of a complaint against a

Supreme Court judge, the committee

would consist of three Supreme Cou

Jodges. In the instant case, based an the
preliminary opinion of the Chief Justice of

Belhi High Court, the CJ1 has constiuted a

rchnnetlcr b Yor the judaes
ral, hejshe will be asked to resign. In
the event of the judge unwilling to reslgn,

of the Chief Justice
of Punjab and Haryana Court, the Chief
Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court,
and a judge of the Karnataka High Court

Service
Africa. The (I and
e Sentor Jadges may be provided with
:\-elolo)uvemennz.lsa int

compromising the independe:
Judiciary.
ngarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified". He currently
trains civil service aspirants at Officers IAS
Academy. Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

-
The Chief Justice of India [CJ1)
has constituted n in-h
committee to conduct an
inquiry into alegations of
miscandust sgainst Justice
Yashars Varma.

probe into

the higher judiciary, the
Supreme Court has developed
an in-house procedure of
inquiry.

There needs to be a renewed
debate on operationalising the
National Judical
Appomtments Commission
(NJAC), that was struck down
by the Supreme Court in 2015
35 unconsttutional for
violating the basic structure of
the independence of judsciary.

What is India’s approach to
citizens on death row abroad?

The story so far:
n March 3, the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA)
informed that the execution of
S , an Indian

ation
petition filed by her £ falher “Shabbir Khan.
In less than a week, the M
confirmed that two more Indian
tionals,

in sep;
were also executed in the UAE.

death

1
sentences by foreign courts Is the highest

% p )

in the UAE with 25 Indian natiol
awaiting their sentences, fuuawed by itin
s rabia.

‘What has been India’s response?
The MEA, in ies reply to the Rajya Sabha.
mennoned Indian Missions abroad
P possible assistance Yt
citizens semenced reign o
Explaining the MEA's appromh tosuch
cases, Talmiz Ahmad, India‘s
bassadnr "to Oman, the UAE, and Saudi
Arabia, , “There are three processes.
i it o by

s when an Indian national gets convicted abroad? Has the Indian government been able to
intervene and commute the death sentences of some nationals?
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What is India’s approach to
citizens on death row abroad?

What happens when an Indian national gets convicted abroad? Has the Indian government been able to

successfully intervene and commute the death sentences of some nationals?

Sambavi Parthasarathy

The story so far:

n March 3, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
informed that the execution of
Shahzadi Khan, an Indian
national sentenced to death in the UAE
for the alleged murder of an infant, was
already carried out. The Ministry’s
confirmation came as a response to a
petition filed by her father Shabbir Khan.
In less than a week, the Ministry
confirmed that two more Indian
nationals, convicted in separate cases,
were also executed in the UAE.

How many are on death row abroad?
As per the data disclosed by the MEA in
Rajya Sabha on March 20, a total of 49
Indians are currently on death row. The
number of Indians awarded death
sentences bv foreign courts is the highest

in the UAE with 25 Indian nationals
awaiting their sentences, followed by 11 in
Saudi Arabia.

What has been India’s response?
The MEA, in its reply to the Rajya Sabha,
mentioned that Indian Missions abroad
provide all possible assistance to Indian
citizens sentenced by foreign courts.
Explaining the MEA’s approach to such
cases, Talmiz Ahmad, India’s former
Ambassador to Oman, the UAE, and Saudi
Arabia, said, “There are three processes.
First is the arrest and the indictment by
the police authorities. Second is the
prolonged judicial process. There is a
third element — pardon by the ruler or
the head of the state. When you say
someone is on death row, it means the
first and second processes have been
completed. The judicial process has been
completed and the judge has pronounced
that sentence. After that. the onlv thing

that is available to the embassy or the
person concerned is to appeal to the
ruler.” The appeal for pardon is made by a
family member of the accused and if the
family is located in India, they are guided
to submit the petition. The Indian
embassy then forwards the petition to the
foreign office requesting that it be brought
to the ruler’s attention.

In many Gulf countries, sentences can
also be commuted in exchange for blood
money. Blood money refers to the
compensation paid to the victim’s family
as an alternative for retribution. But, it
has to be accepted by both the state and
the aggrieved family. In some cases, the
state may refuse to commute the sentence
in exchange for blood money based on
the nature of the crime.

Can the embassy do more?
Death sentences are given in very
exceptional cases such as murder. rane

and treason. In countries which have
authoritarian systems with nearly
non-transparent judicial processes such
as Saudi Arabia, the Indian embassy is not
informed about the arrest or judicial
processes or the pronouncement of the
death sentence. The Embassy receives a
formal note about the details of the Indian
national only after the execution. The
embassy’s role is further limited when the
accused confesses to the crime —
circumstances of which often remain
unknown. On the other hand, in
countries with relatively open judicial
systems, the embassy can nominate a
lawyer. Whenever required, it also uses
welfare funds to provide legal services to
those who need it.

Has India intervened successfully in
the past?

The government has successfully
intervened in several cases. In February
last year, eight Indian navy veterans who
were sentenced to death by the Qatari
government were released following the
Indian government’s diplomatic efforts
and appeals at a higher court. Gurdip
Singh, an Indian national arrested on
charges of drug trafficking in Indonesia,
was sentenced to death in 2005 by the
Tangerang court. Singh’s appeal was
turned down by the High Court of Banten
and later the Supreme Court. However, he
was spared due to the Indian
government’s intervention.

THE GIST
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As per the data disclosed by
the MEA in Rajya Sabha on
March 20, a total of 49 Indians
are currently on death row.
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In countries which have
authoritarian systems with
nearly non-transparent judicial
processes such as Saudi
Arabia, the Indian embassy is
not informed about the arrest
or judicial processes or the
pronouncement of the death
sentence.
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In many Gulf countries,
sentences can also be
commuted in exchange for
blood money.



. The Background | W

* On March 3, MEA (Ministry of External Affairs) confirmed the execution of Shahzadi
Khan in the UAE for the alleged murder of an infant.

* Within a week, MEA confirmed the execution of 2 more Indians in separate cases in
UAE.

mﬂ3aﬁﬁﬁarwﬁmﬁ%mﬁwﬁm@rqﬁrﬁlwm
7 & 3R AR A gus A wi & S



How Many Indians on Death Row Abroad?
facelt & Ala Fr T FT ATHAT FT I{ ARAIGT hT TE&AT

* As of March 20, 2024, 49 Indians are on death row globally.
* UAE: 25 Indians
e Saudi Arabia: 11 Indians

e 202 H et § T ATHA|
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What is India’s Response? | #Rd @1 gfafshar
* Indian missions provide legal assistance, appoint lawyers, help appeal for pardon from rulers.

* Appeals can also be made by family members of the accused.

» AR TANS Slefeil HERICT, Tehleil el figierd 3R &TAT Il H Hee d &
3-Step Judicial Process | =a1R¥% 9fhaT & 3 =IOT:
1. Arrest & Charge by Police

2.Prolonged Judicial Process
3. Pardon by Ruler or Head of State

* “Death row” implies first 2 steps are complete.



Blood Money in Gulf Countries | @Ta! aelf & ‘sods A YUITelT

e Sentences can be commuted by paying blood money (compensation
to victim's family).

* Sometimes state also has to accept it, depending on nature of the
crime.

» 8IS Hell & ATCIH F Hfsd IRAR I AT bl BT
ST I §Sall ST TehdT 2l




Constraints on Indian Embassies | ?I'IH'I'\'TT $r dHATT

* In authoritarian regimes (e.g., Saudi Arabia), embassies often:
* Are not informed about arrests or death sentence until after execution.
* Can only intervene if accused confesses or family requests.

« YR & TAASAT Pl S IR HhcHAT T
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H%s India Intervened Successfully? | FIT IRT & Ft AT TAAS
?
Yes, in past instances:

* Feb 2023: 8 Indian navy veterans sentenced to death in Qatar were
released after intervention.

* Gurdip Singh (Indonesia, 2005) — Drug trafficking case; Supreme
Court spared death due to Indian efforts.

¢« IR TIPR o Fs dRX Tolddh JIET & HIT cordlel
HABedl IS gl




b

Wednesday, March 26, 2025
CHENNA

THE

IINDU

Business

How Russian
energy trade
might change if
sanctions ease

Russia used to export one million metric

Huge den!
tonme of fuel oll 3 MoNTh to U.S. before war, SEUTESS

Reuters
rMascow

As talks aimed at ending the war in Ukraine

continue, a potential relief in sanctions i

Ry . incl its vast
of the issues on the a

ed
energy sector, Is one
key rev ce

are
implications of their potential reversal.

Trade with U.S., E.U.
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Trump spurs Europe into action, but
any ‘Europhoria’ may be premature

of America’s future security role in Ei

WS ANALY
Reuters
FRANKFURT
.S. President Do-
nald Trump's errac-
y has

ic polic:

given Europe an unexpect-
&d spur 1o action, but any

~Europhoria”
ahon the s region’s chances
of turning this moment in-
10 a longer-lasting revival is
1 premature.
Mr. Trump’s threats on
tariffs and questioning of
America's future security
role in Europe have drawn

Sharp aivide

“1s the Europhoria justi-
fied?”  asked  Holger

B . an econo:
at German bank Beren-
“The more positive

‘counterparts.
Yet while some

notes now include the
phrase  “Make

Europe
o2 phey o0 M.
slogan—the

from its biggest customer,
States.

- But usual, the
sudden swing may be a lit-
de overdone In some
cases.

Euro zone shares have
risen 12% since Mr.
Trump’s on
January 20, while US.
stocks have fallen by 6.7%.

U.S. consumers and in-
vestors have also turned
m more pessimistic
than thelr European coun-

forecasts for the euro zone

for the first time in nearly a

vear, to 1.3% from 1.2%.
While that is stll less

urope shares have fisen 12% since Trump took office white U.S. fell 6.79%. AP

than the 2% predicted for
the U.S., there was further
positive news on Monday
as closely watched factory
gate euro
usiness growth ex-
pandlng at Fis fastost pace
n seven mon:
Some European officials
have pointed out that the

like a virtue compared

with unpeedictable policy-
making elsewher,

ter abou
doubts over legal certainty
for busi inthe US.

“Anyone who is not al-
ready there is thinking
about whether they should
o, she sald.

Trade risk

A potential trade war with
the United States, starting
with tariffs due to take ef-
fect an April 2, is the big-
gest for an export-
Sriented econoemy

Euroj

The European Central
Bank estimates a 25% U.S.
tariff on imports from
rope would dent euro zone

have drawn an ene:

cutput by about 0.3 per.
entage points in the first
vear. measures
by | E.ulope could increase
the da to abous half a

unlikely until the fog sur-

ling Mr. Trump's
plans clears. Indexes that
measure trade and broad-

er econom cy uncer-
tainty wsi urces such
as newspaper articles, dis-

ng fore-

from Euro

vet the

: high energy costs, a fragmented internal market, and Ioummg tariffs from the Unmed States

short-term impact.
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ton HDB and a board
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sales
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Infrastructure com

Geberit and France's SPIE
expect the German spend-
ing programme to have a

Klaus Adam. a professor
at University College Lo
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the free flow of labour, ca)
Wal and goods In the Blocs

32-year-old single market.

“Suabilicy and rule of Law
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preciate it more than in the

now that rs have
become e
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could a little faster
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U.S. debt
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start to become a drag that
could ify recession
sk. This month’s release

BAneas St B el oTA0KL.
p away

the Impact of the CQBnE

expansion nf the federal

ells: The US. private sector is sesing its steepest

Atarm
de-leveraging since the banking crash of 2008, s=UTESS

bach and the firms U.S.
fixed-income team.
U.S. private sector debt

Tiows debe pile, a poce ereial-
ly pernicious trend emerg-
es—or so says Morgan
Stanley’s Matthew Horn-

steepest
lmugng "o e prt\'sle
sector since anking
crash of 2008

The drivers of the debt

m today are all in
the non-inancial parts of
the

trade tensions arising after
the presidential inaugura-
ton

back in private sector debt
growth could present a
challenge for the U.S. eco-
nomy.” it added. “At a mint-
a sustained private
sector de-leveraging would
emblematic

Put down
JPMorgan's team also be-
Heves the likelihood of

non-financial businesses,
and state and local govern-
ments. And that's the first
tme on record that all
three segments reduce
leverage
quarter.

“We suspect that the

further al Fed eas-
ing longer term may be un-
derestimated as the bank

he wce of a

us ssion over the
next 12 months as high as
40%. The JPM strategists
question the market's as-
sumption of a so-called

“Trump pur” with a higher
strike price than the long-

riket swoon on the scale
of the one seen so far this
year would caused
e new administraon to

assumption seems wide of
the mark.

JPAM's analysts reckon
the government is
s hecls in by signating sn
inevit: adjustment
phase” for the economy
and markets.

~The da from sen-
dment as a result of ex-

icies could trig-

ger more Fed easing than
in our baseline, especially
if the US. labor market
weakens.” it added. “The
path remains narrow with
Lmited room for errors,

reduction may be a drag, not a brag

but the strike of the Fed
put could be higher than

stops Is one reason why
the stock market seems
keen to bounce as the dire
first quarter comes to a
close. After all, many in the
market may stll believe in
those ~puts™ the

temptation “buy the

. eq
ty and corporate debt mar-
kets are nowhere close to
pricing in heightened re-
cession risk. High-yield
corporate debt spreads are
seill far too shim to account
for any danger ahead. The
other is the chance that
nefther of the two mooted
“puts” materialises at all.
(The author is a colum-

nist for Reuters)

What happens when Trump discovers

Weidemajer
Donald Trump, a president

may find a
lon-dollar foreign IOU 100
tempting to overlook—even
Hit's over 100 years old.
Britain borrowed $4 bil-
lion from the U.S. during
world War One.

The U.S. largely went
along, not insisting on re-
paym However, t

i
clally cancelkcL And ghven

the power of compound in-
terest, the Hability would
now be enormous. If one
calculates interest at even

ters? The answer is maybe.

While no one can pred-
it exacely what will hap-
pen during round two of
the Trump presidency, two

sransactional view of is re-
lationships with allies.
mm an ally \l'xn!s
security blanket, it
B o ofier up something
In return, such as rare

earth maals

the Trump ad-
ministration wants to re-
duce the US. debt—which

Virtuous debt: UK's Gebt was forgiven by the U.S. because it was incurred to fight a commen enermy. A7

necessarily In a systematic

way, such as through entit-
lement reform, but
through d

tration to cut taxes

limiting money creation.
One potential

UK’s WWI debts?

don or even perpetual
bonds. The key word in
that sentence is “make.”

dish strategy. but the more
interesting  question is
could they?

It is not inconceivable.

amm of

gy e
have an dare.

whether the Trump admi-
nistration would pursue
such a sees outlan-

But even If the debt is

govern-
ing law and are unlikely to
have

nattonal law, and there
doesn't appear to be any
available forum for nation-

the Trump ad-
ministration could threa-

ten 1o t these US
claims. amounts

owes o US. Treasuries
held by Britain? But in ad-
dition to the many compli-
cations this would raise—

in all, it would be sur-
prising if Mr. Trump pur-
this claim.
i

to the jurisdiction of
courts.

The debt would thus
Iikely be governed by inter-

ai and
Mitu Gulati are law profes-




What happens when Trump discovers U.K.s WWI debts?
s

Mitu Gulati and Mike
Weidemaier

Donald Trump, a president
who has proven himself to
be highly transactional and
keen on reducing debt,
may find a potentially tril-
lion-dollar foreign IOU too
tempting to overlook—even
if it’s over 100 years old.
Britain borrowed $4 bil-
lion from the U.S. during
World War One. Later,
London resisted repay-
ment, asking for the debt
to be forgiven because it
was a virtuous debt, in-
curred to fight an enemy
common to both nations,
and, Britain argued, it had
paid in blood—-lots of it.
The U.S. largely went
along, not insisting on re-
payment. However, the
debt has never been offi-
cially cancelled. And given

cM
K

the power of compound in-
terest, the liability would
now be enormous. If one
calculates interest at even
the original concessionary
rate of 3%, the amount
owed in today’s terms
would be in the trillions.

Could Mr. Trump resur-
rect this claim to use it as
leverage in any future ne-
gotiations with Britain
about trade or other mat-
ters? The answer is maybe.

While no one can pred-
ict exactly what will hap-
pen during round two of
the Trump presidency, two
things seem clear even in
these early days.

First, the U.S. takes a
transactional view of its re-
lationships with allies. For
example, if an ally wants
the U.S. security blanket, it
has to offer up something
in return, such as rare

{
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&
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Virtuous debt: UK’s debt was forgiven by the U.S. because it was incurred to fight a common enemy. A

earth metals.

Second, the Trump ad-
ministration wants to re-
duce the U.S. debt—which
has risen to more than
120% of GDP-though not

| ¥
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necessarily in a systematic
way, such as through entit-
lement  reform, but
through measures that
would allow the adminis-
tration to cut taxes while

S
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\

.
—

limiting money creation.
One potential debt-re-
duction strategy would be
to make holders of short-
term U.S. Treasuries ex-
change them for long-dura-

tion or even perpetual
bonds. The key word in
that sentence is “make.”
No one wants to swap
short-term Treasuries for
Perpetual Uncle Sams. The
U.S. would need a carrot—
or a stick-to make this
happen. Britain happens
to be one of the largest hol-
ders of U.S. Treasuries, so
convincing it to swap a de-
cent chunk of this debt
could be a major coup for
the U.S. administration.

So might Mr. Trump use
the threat of enforcing its
WWI claims to pressure
Britain to exchange its
Treasury holdings for Per-
petual Uncle Sams?

But could they?

It’s impossible to know
whether the Trump admi-
nistration would pursue
such a seemingly outlan-

dish strategy, but the more
interesting question is
could they?

It is not inconceivable.
There would, of course, be
some doubt about the le-
gality of any U.S. claim to
repayment. A statute of
limitations? Perhaps. But it
is not clear that the claims
have an expiration date.

But even if the debt is
still due, it is not enforcea-
ble in the usual sense.
These are not ordinary
debts governed by, say, the
law of New York. While the
original debt agreements
are not publicly available,
it is fair to assume that they
will be silent about govern-
ing law and are unlikely to
have provisions submitting
to the jurisdiction of
courts.

The debt would thus
likely be governed by inter-

national law, and there
doesn’t appear to be any
available forum for nation-
to-nation debt
enforcement.

Perhaps the Trump ad-
ministration could threa-
ten to offset these U.S.
claims against amounts it
owes on U.S. Treasuries
held by Britain? But in ad-
dition to the many compli-
cations this would raise—
not least potential may-
hem in the U.S. Treasury
market—it is  unclear
whether the U.S. could de-
termine which Treasuries
Britain holds.

Allin all, it would be sur-
prising if Mr. Trump pur-
sued this claim.

(Mark Weidemaier and
Mitu Gulati are law profes-
sors at University of North
Carolina and University of
Virginia, respectively)
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Historical Context | YfagTAe et

* During World War |, the U.K. borrowed $4 billion from the U.S. to
fight a common enemy.

A faeg oo & SR faeeT o 3ARFT @ $4 fafezer =
ol Toram Tl

* Britain later asked for debt forgiveness, calling it a “virtuous debt”,
incurred for shared democratic causes.
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Legal & Economic Questions | H-Tl?lfﬁ 3 nfd=w ggel

Though the U.S. never demanded repayment, the debt was never formally cancelled.

AR o AT QT FAL, Afched Jg FOT FAFIREG T F g 1 7L g3

With compound interest at even 3%, the total amount today would be trillions of dollars.
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What Might Trump Do? | SFY FIT I dhd 87

* Trump is transactional and focused on debt reduction. He may revive
the WW!I debt as Ieverage
CFT T HRIAel old-col MR g1 O 39 ROT & e @
3o foed 4T a1a a1 Hhd g

* He may pressure the U.K. to swap its U.S. Treasury holdings for other
forms like perpetual bonds.
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Legal Barriers | Hﬂﬂfﬁ HHATT

* There's no clear forum or treaty to
enforce such century-old debt.
VT g AT AT AQH § ST
100 HTel QTe shal I o] L Hehl

* U.S. courts may lack jurisdiction and
enforcement mechanisms for this debt.
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Political Strategy | ITST=ifae IOTAITCT

* Trump could use the claim as a bargaining tool in trade or defense talks.

< AN

CF SH ol Pl STAATT ATTATT & AIR & §T H I Thd gl

* U.K. is a major holder of U.S. Treasuries, so using this debt could be a pressure tactic.
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Will It Actually Happen? | T IJ§ aiEdd H g7
* The article concludes that such a step is unlikely but not impossible.
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Why Kerala has finally opened the door for private universities in the state

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, MARCH 25

THE KERALA Legislative Assembly on
Tuesday passed a Bill allowing the entry to
private universities in the state, marking a
reversal of longstanding policy that made
Kerala the only state without any private
universities.

The Kerala State Private Universities
(Establishment and Regulation) Bill, 2025
was presented earlier this month and re-
ferred to a subject committee for review.

Key provisions of Bill

GOVERNMENT NOMINEES: The univer-
sity’s governing council, which will control
its functioning and make its statutes, will
have three government representatives

among its 12 members. Of the nine mem-
bers comprising the executive council for
controlling the funds and property, one will
be a government nominee. The academic
council, which will advise the university on
academic matters, will have three govern-
ment nominees. The nominees will attend
all meetings where decisions on govern-
ment policies or instructions are made,

RESERVED SEATS: The Bill allows for the
establishment of ‘multi-campus’ universi-
ties. R Bindu, the Minister for Higher
Education, said 40% of the seats in each
course are to be reserved for permanent res-
idents of Kerala. This will include SC/ ST/
OBC reservations.

STUDENTS’ COUNCIL: A council headed by
the Pro Vice Chancellor will have 10 elected

student members, including one student
from the SC/ ST communities and two
women students.

REGULATORY BODY: This body would be
established by the government “to promote
teaching, research, development, training”.

Where others stand
There are 471 private uni-

versities countrywide, ac-

cording to the University

EDUCATION

domicile reservations vary across states. For
instance, Tamil Nadu's Private Universities
Act, 2019, says 35% of seatsineach course will
be reserved for students from the state.
Haryana reserves a minimum of 25% seats,
including 10% for SC students.

Behind Kerala’s decision

In the past, the CPI(M)
and its student wing, the
Students’ Federation of India,
have vehemently opposed

Grants Commission’s 2024
data. Gujarat has the largest number (65), fol-
lowed by 53 each in Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh. Some states have overarching legis-
lation on private universities, while others
have separate acts for each university.

The extent of government representation
in university bodies and the proportion of

the involvement of the pri-
vate sector in education. They have argued
thatabsence of government control would
lead to “commercialisation”.

The Left protested private polytechnics
inthe 1980s and the establishment of a med-
ical college in the cooperative sector in the
1990s. It opposed the Congress-led United

enanerindianexnressicom DN B

Democratic Front (UDF) government’s deci-
sions on allowing self-financing engineering
and medical colleges in the early 2000s, and
granting autonomy to colleges in 2014.

According to Higher Education Minister
Bindu, the situation has now changed.
“Many years ago, the attempt was to destroy
our public universities and privatise indis-
criminately. As part of that, unaided insti-
tutions began to mushroom... Thisis not the
situation today. Today, we are prioritising
and strengthening the public sector, while
introducing the possibility of private invest-
ment,” she said.

During the 2021 state elections, the Left
had promised to make Kerala a higher ed-
ucation hub. Shortly after the Left
Democratic Front government was re-
elected, it established the Commission for
Reforms in Higher Education. Inits 2022 re-

port, the commission recommended for-
mulating a private universities Bill.

Bindu said the report spoke of private
higher education institutes outnumbering
the government ones in Kerala, and raised
quality concerns. “Today, students are mort-
gaging family land to be able to go abroad,
and the availability of education loans has
gone up. Our children are also going to pri-
vate colleges in Bangalore... we canatleast
get them to stay back here,” she said.

UDF leader VD Satheesan said that they
did not oppose private universities in the
state, but the Bill does not address key is-
sues facing higher education in Kerala.
“These are the issues of brain drain and a
drastic fall in the number of students in gov-
ernment, aided and unaided colleges,” he
said, referring to seats remaining vacant in
many colleges in the state.



Background | ISR
. Kerala was the only state without private universities, up until now.

hicl 37d dchuwu—qmaaﬁsﬁﬁaaﬁmaﬁe}l

* The Kerala State Private Universities (Establishment and Regulation) Bill, 2025 was

passed in the Legislative Assembly.
freafagare (Fumer it fafawser) fadwss, 2025 faurraen
:ﬁr qTﬁ?r g3l




Key Provisions of the Bill | [@8a® & qHEY CICLIG]
Government Involvement | GIHIT TgHTAT

* The governing council will have three %overnment nominees.

faeatacarery &1 Iafeder wEfac A 3 e gfafafer g
E4 Reserved Seats | 3IRf&T e

* 35% of seats in each course reserved for permanent residents of
Kerala (SC/ST/OBC included).

35%%%%%%%%3{@?%
(SC/ST/0BC Tfgd) |




Students’ Council | 19 IRWE¢
* A students’ council will be headed by the Pro Vice-Chancellor.

W IS AL hl JEIeTdT H ST gRuE F9iT|
Regulatory Body | famds® T

* A body to be created by government to promote teaching, research,
development, and training.

I{HhR CdRT Teh ATHS [HhrI a1 SITeem S fareqor, Qner,
Qe 3R 9fASIUT = Serar 9|




Political & Historical Background | ¥fagiR& 3R U=-fa® dqst

The CPI(M) and Students’ Federation of India had long opposed private universities, calling them a route to
"commercialisation".

CPI(M) 3R B Frss o oot faRafacarear &1 aiftsdiaor & a1 ) favig fRar o

In past decades, the Left opposed private polytechnics and aided self-financing colleges.

dTH Call o AeE BISATRAT Fiaell 3 s gifereidds A=t &1 oY [y Far )

However, post-2021 elections, the government shifted focus towards making Kerala a higher education hub.
2021 % §I¢ EIHR HI €I FIA DI 3od A& §F Folld W A7




Why the Policy Changed | Fifd & Ieed Fa1?

* According to Education Minister R. Bindu, there are more private
colleges than government ones, but quality is declining.

A& HA AR, R A TR o felohl TEUEAT HT TEAT THM
Flaell § SATET §, olfchel JoTadr P W ¢

* Students are going to other states like Bangalore; this move may help
retain students in Kerala.

ST Fore[% AW TSAl A Ul o @ 8, TSR 35 s A
flwrrm?ﬁ%l




Comparative Data | JelellcH® SeT

« 471 private universities in India as of 2024.

2024 % 471 fasht faeafagarey s # &

* Gujarat (65), Rajasthan & Madhya Pradesh (53
each) have highest numbers.
ey e =g (65), R Tored e 3R
AET g3er (53-53)!

* Tamil Nadu reserves 35% seats for state students;
Haryana reserves 25%, including 10% for SCs.

dfAdds # 35%, gRIOT H 25% 3TR&T0T
IT Harfaat & o gl




Opposition Concerns | fQger Y Rar

Congress (UDF) supports private universities in principle but raised concerns:

$TAH (UDF) ol FAYS o fohar Afehed $& Heal A 3o/

e < Brain drain (FHYTdl BTEAT FHT TATIT)
e ¢ Declinein govt. college enrolment (Wﬁ Piclall & gALm )
e ¢ Vacant seats in aided colleges (Hg1Idl 9Tcd Plololl H el '\‘:hﬁ')




‘Samsung gets $601-mn tax
demand for telecom imports’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, MARCH 25

INDIA HAS ordered Samsung
and its executives in the country
to pay $601 million in back taxes
and penalties for dodging tariffs
on import of key telecoms
equipment, a government order
showed, for one of the biggest
such demands in recent years.

The demand represents a
substantial chunk of last year's
net profit of $955 million for
Samsung inIndia, whereitis one
of the largest players in the con-
sumer electronics and smart-
phones market. It can be chal-
lenged in a tax tribunal or the
courts.

The company, which alsoim-
ports telecoms equipment
through its network division, re-
ceived a warning in 2023 for
misclassifying imports to evade
tariffs of 10 per cent or 20 per
cent on a critical transmission
component used in mobile tow-
ers. It imported and sold these
items to Reliance Jio. Samsung
pushed the tax authority to drop
the scrutiny, saying the compo-
nent did not attract tariffs and of-
ficials had known its classifica-
tion practice for years.

But Customs authorities dis-
agreed in a confidential January
8 order that is not public but was

ASSESSING LEGAL OPTIONS, SAYS COMPANY

THE COMPANY received a
warning in 2023 for miscla-
ssifying imports to evade
tariffs of 10% or 20% on a cri-
tical transmission compo-
nent. “We are assessing
legal options to ensure our
rights are fully protected,”
the company said.

reviewed by Reuters. Samsung
“violated” Indian laws and
“knowingly and intentionally
presented false documents be-
fore the Customs authority for
clearance”, Sonal Bajaj, a com-
missioner of Customs, said in the
order.

Investigators found that
Samsung “transgressed all busi-
ness ethics and industry prac-
tices or standards in order to
achieve their sole motive of
maximising their profit by de-
frauding the government ex-
chequer,” Bajaj added.

Samsung was ordered to pay
Rs 44.6 billion ($520 million),
consisting of unpaid taxes and a
penalty of 100 per cent.

Seven India executives face
fines of $81 million,among them
the network division’s vice pres-
ident, Sung Beam Hong, Chief
Financial Officer Dong Won Chu

and Sheetal Jain, a general man-
ager for finance, as well as Nikhil
Aggarwal, Samsung’s general
manager for indirect taxes, the
order showed. “The issue in-
volves the interpretation of clas-
sification of goods by customs,”
Samsung said in a statement,
adding that it complied with
Indian laws. “We are assessing
legal options to ensure our rights
are fully protected.”

The Customs authority and
the Finance Ministry did not re-
spond to Reuters’ queries.
Reliance also did not respond.
The incident comes as India
toughens oversight of foreign
companies and their imports.
Volkswagen and New Delhi are
locked in a legal battle in which
the automaker is challenging a
record demand of $1.4 billion in
import back taxes on grounds of
misclassifying car parts.




What Happened? | ST §'3-IT?

* The Indian government has ordered Samsung to pay $601 million
(~X5000+ crore) for dngi:g tariffs on telecom imports.

AN TR o AFIT N 5000+ FA3 eFH 3N A & alv
9T Il FT G T

* It includes back taxes and a 100% penalty, making it one of the
largest tax demands in recent years.

SHH SHET F 3T 100% STATAT A §, T§ &l & aut
T a9 g9 ¢FF A H & T g




Why the Tax Demand? | & &1 AT F41?

* Samsung was accused of misclassifying telecom imports in order to avoid
10-20% tariffs on critical transmission components used in mobile towers.

IR § o AT of AlGSeT AU H SEAATS glad aTel HAgedqo!l
3YFHIO H Il Fefferd HT 10-20% FFEH 3L F T h

SHITAL T )
* These components were allegedly imported and sold to telecom clients
like Reliance Jio.

g 3907 3FIIE Y Rarad ot sl #afaay & s av 9




Key Players Involved | qqg olraT

» 7 executives, including Sung Beam Hong (VP) and Dong Won Chu
(CFO), face fines of $81 million collectively.

7 FFIRAT W FT $81 TATTT (675 F3) FHT JAT |

* The Customs department found false documentation and said
Samsung "knowingly and intentionally"” violated Indian customs

laws.

%»;—éd-l faamer & gl HAHT A TR ol GEATdST YA
|




Samsung's Response | AHAWIT AT gfafsrar

* Samsung has denied wrongdoing and said:
* “We are assessing legal options to ensure our rights are protected.”

HAGI o Hgl: "gd Ffet fAFedt W AR &7 @ § arfe
g HRFR i @I

* It also stated that it had complied with all Indian laws and that the
issue is about interpretation of classifications.
FUAT o Pl & dg ARAT Flelal HT 9ol HT T 8, 3R
qg ATH mﬁar{ura?raqmﬁ@gr%l




Legal and Economic Context | Wfﬁ 3ix nfde deost

* India is now strictly monitoring foreign firms, especially tech giants, to ensure
compliance with customs and tax rules.

AR 39 fagelt Fufaat & F37 eRE o @1 g, @ ¢F Fafaar 6,
¢ 3R e AT & Hequres & v

A similar case involved Volkswagen, where India claimed $1.4 billion in back taxes on
misclassified car parts.

Ul W aFadad W i $1.4 R SFq o1 gar Far /@ar an




Broader Impact | cdT9h THTd

* This case signals increasing regulatory scrutiny on MNCs in India,
particularly in the telecom and automotive sectors.

Ig ATHT ST & [ dRd A el wufaar @ R s
g, TR SollhiA 3R JTeiesd d%et H|

* Could impact Samsung’s future telecom operations in India, possibly
raising costs for partners like Jio. o ‘
s AT T 9RT & afgsy fY chwra o=t w
39T 9S GohdT gl




Pay Hike for MPs



The Centre notified a 24% increase in the salaries of MPs with effect from April 1, 2023.

The salaries and allowances were last revised in April 2018.

A 4

About Pay hike

The increase in the salary has been notified in exercise of the powers granted under
the Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act on the basis of
the Cost Inflation Index specified in the Income Tax Act of 1961.



* A Lok Sabha or a Rajya Sabha member will get X1.24 lakh a month,
up from the X1 lakh they receive at present.

* The daily allowance has been increased from 2,000 to X2,500.

* The pension for former MPs has been increased from 25,000 a
month to X31,000.

e During their term, MPs are provided with rent-free housing in New
Delhi.



Position
President
Vice President

Prime Minister

Governor

Chief Justice of
India

Supreme Court

Judge

Member of
Parliament (MP)

Monthly
Salary (%)

500,000
400,000
160,000

350,000
280,000

250,000

100,000

Notes
Revised in 2018 from 150,000 to ¥500,000.
Receives salary as the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

Includes basic pay of 50,000, sumptuary allowance of 23,000,
daily allowance of 2,000, and MP allowance of ¥45,000.

Revised in 2018 from ¥110,000 to ¥350,000.

As per the latest available data.

As per the latest available data.

Basic salary; additional allowances include constituency allowance
of 270,000 and office expenses of 260,000.




PM VIKAS Scheme



* The Union Minister of Minority Affairs & Parliamentary
Affairs, reaffirmed that the PM VIKAS Scheme focuses on upliftment
of minority communities.

About

* The Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) is a Central
Sector Scheme by the Ministry of Minority Affairs, focusing on
the upliftment of six notified minority communities (Muslims, Sikhs,
Christians, Buddhists, Jain and Zorastrians (Parsis).



* Merges five schemes: ‘Seekho Aur Kamao’, ‘Nai Manzil’, ‘Nai Roshni’, ‘USTTAD’, and
‘Hamari Dharohar’.

* Key Focus Areas:
e Skilling and Training: Both non-traditional and traditional skills.

* Women Leadership and Entrepreneurship: Empowering women through leadership
and business opportunities.

* Education: Provided through the National Institute of Open Schooling.
* Infrastructure Development: Through Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram.

* Credit Linkages: Connecting beneficiaries with loan programs from the National
Minorities Development & Finance Corporation (NMDFC).



Blue Flag Tag



* Rushikonda Beach in Visakhapatnam wins back the Blue Flag tag.
* India currently has 13 beaches with Blue Flag certification.

About Blue Flag Tag

* The Blue Flag is an international eco-label awarded to beaches,
marinas, and sustainable boating tourism operators.



* It is administered by the Foundation for Environmental Education
(FEE), headquartered in Copenhagen, Denmark.

* Recognized globally as a symbol of cleanliness, safety, and
environmental sustainability.

* To earn the Blue Flag, a beach/marina must meet 33 strict criteria
across four main categories:
* Environmental Education and Information
e Water Quality
* Environmental Management
 Safety and Services



from the session



What reform was made for promoting EV and mobile battery
manufacturing?

%ﬁ?:ﬂmaﬁrﬁﬂ‘maﬁmaﬁ$maﬁamw

A. GST increased on batteries

B. 100% import duty added

C. No import duty on 35 capital goods and 28 battery items
D. EV tax incentive withdrawn



What is the main aim of customs tariff rationalisation in Budget 20257

mzozsﬁr;ﬁmamaﬁmmﬂmm&q
FIT &7
A. Boost luxury imports

B. Curb duty inversion and promote value addition
C. Reduce tax collection

D. Promote exports only



How much foreign asset value was declared in the recent nudge
campaign?

-%ﬂﬁﬁwm'ﬁ%ﬂwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬁmtﬁﬁaﬁ
o

A. X5,000 crore

B. X12,000 crore
C. 29,208 crore
D. X50,000 crore



As of March 20, 2024, how many Indians are on death row globally?

- 20 AT 2024 %, AR A frasr s i $r g@ar #1
HIHAT FI 1§ 87

A. 25
B. 49
C. 100
D. 60



What is “blood money” in Gulf countries?
- @A AT H 'sodz AAY FAT B2
A. Bribe to jail officials

B. Fine for not appearing in court

C. Compensation to victim's family to reduce sentence
D. Legal tax on foreign convicts



What legal step has the Kerala Assembly taken recently?
+ BTl &1 A I RAUrwsT F FleT A1 FEEN FEH 35T 82

A. Banned religious schools

B. Passed Private Universities Bill
C. Abolished NEET

D. Made English medium mandatory



Why has Samsung been fined X5,000+ crore in India?
» A A AAFIT I 5,000+ FUF FT AT FAI AT AT 872
A. For not paying GST

B. Misclassifying telecom imports to avoid duties
C. Selling fake products

D. Importing banned components



What is the main goal of PM VIKAS Scheme?
- fiod A ST FT A& 35827 4T 872
A. Increase exports

B. Welfare of tribal communities

C. Upliftment of six notified minority communities
D. Promote religious tourism



What is the “Blue Flag” certification given to?

+ S Tl YA fRd faam Sirar 82
A. Best railway station
B. Clean and eco-friendly beaches
C. Pollution-free industries
D. Highest rainfall zones



Word of the day

Repartee:

adroitness and cleverness in reply

Synonyms: humour, wit

Usa g€ He was confident and very quick on
repartee.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/reparteepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /1epaster/
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Thank you
guys.
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