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“Knowledge is the only wealth
that no one can steal.”
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India ‘stands firmly’ with Israel,
Modi says in address to Knesset

Prime Minister addresses Israeli parliament as he begins a visit to the West Asian country; Modi says he supports the Gaza

Peace Initiative and adds that India has uncompromising policy of zero tolerance for terrorism, with no double standards

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi, in his

address to the
Knesset on Wednesday, ex-
tended a firm hand of
friendship to Israel and
condemned the Hamas at-
tack on October 7, 2023 as
a “barbaric terrorist at-
tack”.

Speaking at the Israeli
parliament, the Prime Mi-
nister supported the Gaza
Peace Initiative saying it
was necessary to “sustain”
the process of peace build-
ing in the region. “The Ga-
za Peace Initiative that was
endorsed by the UN Secur-
ity Council offers a path-
way. India has expressed
its firm support... We be-
lieve that it holds the pro-
mise of a just and durable
peace for all the people of
the region, including by
addressing the Palestine is-
sue,” he said.

e
e

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Israeli counterpart, Benjamin

Netanyahu, at the Knesset in Jerusalem on Wednesday. ANt

Mr. Modi said India and
Israel were working to en-
hance bilateral relations
across sectors such as wa-
ter management, agricul-
ture, and talent partner-
ship, adding that he had
discussed “key develop-
ments” in the region with
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

“lalso carry with me the
deepest condolences of
the people of India for ev-
ery life lost and for every

family whose world was
shattered in the barbaric
terrorist attack by Hamas
on October 7,” said Mr. Mo-
di, adding that India stands
with Israel “firmly, with
full conviction”.

Mr. Modi reminded the
members of the Knesset
about India’s own struggle
against terrorism and cited
the 26/11 terror attack in
Mumbai that killed citizens
of India as well as multiple
other countries, including

Israel. “Like you, we have a
consistent and uncompro-
mising policy of zero tole-
rance for terrorism, with
no double standard,” he
said.

Mr. Modi said India had
supported Israel’s attempts
to build friendly ties with
the countries in West Asia
and North Africa and said
Israeli moves to build rela-
tionships with Arab coun-
tries under the Abraham
Accords showed “courage
and vision".

“Since then, the situa-
tion has changed signifi-
cantly. The path is even
more challenging. Yet it is
important to sustain that
hope,” he said.

Mr. Modi referred to In-
dia’s ties with the Jewish
community as rooted in
ancient trade and move-
ment of people, and said
there is “great admiration
of Israel's resolve, courage
and achievements”
in India.

He also talked about the
absence of discrimination
against the Jewish com-
munity in India and specif-
ically referred to the Jewish
communities in Kerala,
Kolkata and Mumbai.

Mr. Modi said India is
committed to expanding
trade with Israel and in-
formed that both sides are
working on it through
“cross-border financial lin-
kages” using “Digital Pu-
blic Infrastructure”. He
said the two sides are also
working on an ambitious
Free Trade Agreement.

Earlier, Mr. Netanyahu
said Mr. Modi “did not
flinch” and that under his
leadership, India provided
support to Israel in the
challenging times over the
recent past. “You stood for
Israel. You stood for the
Jews. Thank you,” said Mr.
Netanyahu.
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) Gaza Peace Initiative & Palestine Issue

- India supported the Gaza Peace Initiative and emphasized a sustainable peace process.

- MR A 1511 21ifd g &1 Iuefq fapam 3tz Temdt 2nifa ufdsar ur sk &

- India reiterated commitment to a just and durable solution including the Palestinian issue (Two-State
Solution principle).

- YR A fifazdi= qg Ifgd =maia 3k emdft qamem (G1-rsg fAgid) &1 awefa gigmm|

) India-Israel Bilateral Relations

- Cooperation areas: Water management, agriculture, innovation, defence, digital public infrastructure,
fintech linkages.
- AN & STl YA, BN, TarR, 2811, ffsied Uferd ShReEaRR, ftach |

- Both sides working toward a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

- QI Gof Hod @TIR JHSA (FTA) R B R 3L &



&) Jewish Community in India
- PM highlighted absence of discrimination against Jews in India (Kerala, Kolkata, Mumbai communities).

- GEAHAT 4 HRd H TgEl THGR & fdSg HeHTa &b 31Td I ifdsd [T (dbel, BlceTepTdl, Heg) |

- Ancient trade links between India and West Asia emphasized.

- MRd 3717 ufegH uf2rm & v <l deel U sk & mam|

@ Extra Historical, Political, Economic & Geographical Facts

Historical Background
- India recognized Israel in 1950 but full diplomatic relations established in 1992.

- YRd 7 1950 H $SRIgA DI HI-IdT &I, U3q JUT IT1Ih Hde 1992 A A1fUd gU|

- First Indian PM to visit Israel — Narendra Modi (2017).
- SRS B! ATAT BRA dTel Ugel HRATI TYTHHAT — 93¢ Hiat (2017) |

- Abraham Accords (2020) normalized Israel’s relations with UAE, Bahrain, Morocco, Sudan.

- 3TSTEH TSI (2020) A T3NS b UAE, 9834, HRawh!, YT I Jeel ATHI g



Political Dimension
- India follows a de-hyphenation policy: independent relations with Israel and Palestine

« YRd t-grgwAeA Fia 3raAmdr 8: 3sRisd 3R ol & sre-3re dde|

- Supports Two-State Solution based on UN resolutions.

- TG IS YATd] UR e G1-31sg JHTETH BT FHAA |

Economic Dimension

- Bilateral trade crossed approx. $10 billion (including defence).
- fgueftar IR @M 10 3R9 Slek | 31ferd |

- Israel is a major defence supplier to India (drones, missiles, radar systems).

- SIRTSA HRA BI §H, RIS, ISR 3G 81T IUFBRON &1 YA 3MYfddsdl &1

« India—Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) announced in G20 2023.
+ G20 2023 A HRd-Heg Yd -4 3ifefes PHIRSR (IMEC) Y ESoT g5



Consider the following statements:

1. India established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992.
2. India supports a Two-State Solution to resolve the Israel-Palestine conflict.

3. Israel is located in South-East Asia.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1only
D.1,2and 3



The data were sourced from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, the Ministry of External Affairs, and the Lok Sabha

CHART 2A: India's top five exports to Israel and each
commodity’s share in total exports
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CHART 3: India’s share in Israel’s arms exports from 1997 to 2024 in %. India has emerged as one of the largest importers of
Israel’s arms and ammunitions
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Rank

10

Country

IL Israel

us United States
FR France

CA Canada

GB United Kingdom
AR Argentina

RU Russia

DE Germany

AU Australia

BR Brazil

Jewish Population (Approx.)

7.2 million
6.3 million
440,000
400,000
290,000
175,000
150,000
120,000
120,000

95,000
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SC takes suo motu case over
NCERT corruption remark

The court decides to register the suo motu case despite reports that the controversial portion in

the textbook had been withdrawn; the CJI calls it a calculated attempt to denigrate the judiciary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday re-

gistered a suo motu
case over a “selective refe-
rence” in a Class 8 text-
book, published by the Na-
tional Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT), about
“corruption” in  the
judiciary.

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and Vipul M. Pan-
choli is scheduled to hear
the case titled “In Re : So-
cial Science Textbook for
Grade-8 (Part 2) published
by NCERT and ancillary is-
sues” at 10.30 a.m. on
Thursday.

The Supreme Court de-
cided to go ahead and re-
gister a suo motu case even
as media reports flashed
that the portion in ques-
tion in the textbook had

The NCERT is tasked with developmg curriculum frameworks,
publishing textbooks and conducting research. FILE PHOTO

been withdrawn.

Chief Justice Kant was li-
vid as he referred to the
textual content as a “tenta-
tively calculated, deep-
rooted attempt” to deni-
grate the judicial institu-
tion. “I will not Ilet
anything like that to hap-
pen,” he emphasised when
senior advocates Kapil Si-
bal and Abhishek Manu
Singhvi brought up the is-
sue in open court.

Mr. Sibal said that the re-

ference to “corruption”,
particularly in relation to

the judiciary, seemed
deliberate.
“Itis as if there is no cor-

ruption in other organs of
governance — Ministers,
bureaucrats, the police,
politicians,” Mr. Sibal and
Mr. Singhvi said.

‘Calculated move’

Chief Justice Kant said he
had received many calls
from the Bar and from the

High Courts about the con-
tent in the textbook.

“I will not allow anybo-
dy to defame the institu-
tion. Law will take its
course. As the head of the
institution, I have done my
duty and I have taken cog-
nisance. This seems to be a
calculated move... I will
not say much,” Chief Jus-
tice said.

Justice Bagchi indicated
that the mention in the
school book affected Con-
stitutional integrity and
impacted the principle of
separation of powers, a
fundamental part of the
Basic Structure Doctrine.

The chapter ‘The Role
of the Judiciary in Our So-
ciety’ in a Class 8 Social
Science book prescribed
by NCERT mentions that
corruption, a massive
backlog of cases, and a lack
of adequate number of
judges were among the
“challenges” faced by the
judicial system.




Subject

History

History

Civics /
Political
Science

Civics /
Political
Science

Economics

Class & Year

Class 9
(2021-22)

Class 10
(2022-23)

Class 8
(2023-24)

Class 10
(2024-25)

Class 11
(2022-23)

Topics Previously

Present

Harappan Civilization,
Medieval India (Broad)

Nationalism, Freedom

Struggle

Role of Judiciary,

Legislature

Government Structure

& Functions

Microeconomic

Concepts

New Topics Added

More inclusive sections on
tribal histories

Additional case studies on
lesser historians

Expanded Constitutional
morality & rights

More on digital
governance, e-governance
tools

Introduction of digital
economy basics

Topics Removed or Controversial

Some perception of “Eurocentric”
narratives de-emphasised

Removed certain dated quotations
debated for bias

Removed reference implying
“judicial corruption” after
controversy

Old examples of political events
removed for recency

Reworked certain dated poverty
statistics



Economics

Geography

Geography
Science /

Biology

Science /
Physics

Class 12
(2023-24)

Class 7
(2022-23)

Class 12
(2024-25)

Class 10
(2021-23)

Class 11
(2023-24)

National Income
Accounting

Water Resources

Agriculture patterns

Human Health &
Diseases

Electricity

GST impacts & renewable Obsolete graphical examples

energy economics removed
GIS, Remote Sensing Old case studies on dams
basics added swapped to balanced ones

Climate change impacts on Removed repetitive chapters;
agriculture added updated stats

Vaccine development &  Some outdated disease
pandemic preparedness  prevalence figures removed

Digital electronics, Outdated circuit examples
semiconductors added updated



What happened? | <=1 §311?

- The Supreme Court registered a suo motu case over a Class 8 NCERT textbook reference to
“corruption” in the judiciary.

- Jdfed =YRITeTd 4 BT 8 Bl NCERT s A —IRIUIfeiehl H “YSCRIR" & Joeid UR T d: A (F3N HIG) ATHT G
fasa|

- The CJl termed it a “calculated attempt” to denigrate the judiciary.

- HZI =I1reftel 4 g3 —ArIUTfeichl bl IGATH B Bl "JHAANSTd T Sdr

& Bench & Case Details [ U1 Td HTHAAT

- A three-judge Bench led by the Chief Justice of India heard the matter.
- {2 =ranefter ot sredygrdr A |t =areffel tt dts 3 HIH bl JAdTS Bl

- Case title: “In Re: Social Science Textbook for Grade-8 (Part-2) published by NCERT".
» HIH AT 2M¥h: "8 3: BE&IT-8 ATHTfTb fdA UTeaIgIdds (HTT-2) NCERT gRT YebTferd” |



&) Key Constitutional Concerns | Wi daenfad qg

- Court said such remarks may affect the institutional integrity of the judiciary.

- T A Bl fob VR Iod A RIUTIcIhT bt JXIMTA TRAT YHIfad 8 bt g

- It impacts the principle of Separation of Powers — part of the Basic Structure Doctrine.

- I 2Ifadl & YeIapruT & fAgid &l tMIfdd dRdT & — ) Het IRaT fgid &1 g &l

&J NCERT Context /| NCERT T dgH

- NCERT develops curriculum frameworks and publishes textbooks under the Ministry of Education.
- NCERT fel&T HATeTa & 3idTid UTGeIchH U g4TdT 3R Jdds YdbIfid Bl g

- The controversial portion reportedly mentioned corruption, backlog of cases and shortage of judges as

challenges.

. faarfda sier & R, wfdd Ama o Fer 3k =rmefen o wHt B gHlfad) & 9 7 garar T o)




¥ Important Legal & Constitutional Concepts

© Suo Motu Power

- "Suo motu” means taking cognizance on its own without a formal petition.

- 3T A" T 31ef & faAT sftuanlRes anfaest & et JAM @

- Derived from Articles 32 and 142 of the Constitution (judicial powers).

- g Tfaemd & e 32 31k 142 A TefSha =nfaes 2o & ST 2|

€ Separation of Powers

- Divides power among Legislature, Executive and Judiciary.

- orfora o1 favTsT faenfIesT, rRIuTfdenT 3Tk =IRIaTfedT B B3dT 2|

- Ensures checks and balances in governance.

- oM B fAd=0T 3R Aq@= JfAfedd war gl



@ Basic Structure Doctrine
- Evolved in the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973).

- BRAE WRAT HTHAT (1973) A fassfad gam|

- Parliament cannot alter the basic structure of the Constitution.

- J9¢ Tfaem &1 go Ja1 B gRafdd 78l &= It

- Judicial independence is part of the basic structure.

- RITIUIfAchT Y WdFdT Hel TTT BT g 21

© Historical & Political Background

- Judiciary has faced criticism over pendency of cases (over 4 crore cases pending in India).

- YR A wifdd ATHe ot J&T 4 B F 1S 21

« Collegium system governs appointment of judges (SC & HC).

- BIATFIH YOIl Fdfed g I =ArTad & =rneiten & fAgfad ot 21

« NJAC Act (2014) was struck down by SC in 2015 to protect judicial independence.
- NJAC 3ifeifFad (2014) &1 2015 B JgUiH HIE A —NfAd Iaa=dr bt 6T aq [ fasa
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Motto

Type
Established

Founder

Budget

President

Director
Location
Campus

Acronym

Sanskrit: e smganedd Life

eternal through learning
Autonomous body

1 September 1961; 64 years
ago

Government of India (Ministry of
Education)

510 crore (US$60 million)
(FY2022-23 est.)!"!

Minister of Education,
Government of India

Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani'®!

Sri Aurobindo Marg, Delhi, India
Urban

NCERT



@ Statement-Based MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1. The Supreme Court can take suo motu cognizance without a formal petition.
2. Judicial independence forms part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.

3. Separation of Powers is explicitly mentioned word-for-word in the Indian Constitution.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.Tonly
D.1,2and 3
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What are carbon capture and
utilisation technologies?

How can such technologies reduce carbon dioxide emissions? What is the EU Bioeconomy Strategy and

Circular Economy Action Plan? How can India scale-up CCU technology?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:
arbon Capture and Utilisation
(CCU) refers to a set of
technologies that capture
carbon dioxide emissions from
industrial sources or directly from the air
and convert them into useful products.
This process removes carbon from the
atmosphere and puts it into the economy
as inputs for fuels, chemicals, building
materials, or polymers. Unlike carbon
capture and storage, where captured CO:
is permanently stored underground
rather than reused, CCU uses up the
captured carbon.

Why does India need CCU?

India has consistently been the world’s
third-largest emitter of COz, with
emissions driven largely by power

generation, cement, steel, and chemicals.

»

While renewable energy may reduce
future emissions, many industrial
processes are inherently carbon-intensive
and difficult to decarbonise. CCU offers a
pathway to reduce emissions from these
“hard-to-abate” sectors while
simultaneously creating new industrial
value chains. It also aligns with India’s
net-zero target for 2070 and its push to
build a circular, low-carbon economy.

Where does India stand today?

India has begun supporting CCU through
research funding from the Department of
Science and Technology which has
created a specific research and
development roadmap for these
technologies. The draft 2030 roadmap for
Carbon Utilisation and Storage (CCUS)
presented by the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural gas has identified projects
that can be used for CCUS purposes. In
the private sector, Ambuja Cements

(Adani Group) is working on an
Indo-Swedish CCU pilot with IIT Bombay
to convert captured CO: into fuels and
materials. JK Cement is collaborating on a
CCU testbed to capture CO: for
applications such as lightweight concrete
blocks and olefins. Beyond cement,
Organic Recycling Systems Limited
(ORSL) is leading India’s first pilot-scale
Bio-CCU platform, valorising COz from
biogas streams into bio-alcohols and
specialty chemicals.

What are other countries doing?

The EU Bioeconomy Strategy and Circular
Economy Action Plan explicitly supports
CCU as a way to turn CO: into feedstocks
for chemicals, fuels, and materials,
linking it to circularity and sustainability
targets. ArcelorMittal and Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries, Ltd. are working with a
climate tech company, D-CRBN, to trial a

' new technology to convert CO2 captured

at ArcelorMittal’s plant in Gent, Belgium
into carbon monoxide which can be used
in steel and chemical production. The
U.S. uses a combination of tax credits and
funding to scale CCUs, particularly for
COzderived fuels and chemicals. The
UAE’s Al Reyadah project and planned
CO=to-chemicals hubs leverage CCU with
green hydrogen.

What are the risks ahead?

The foremost risk in scaling CCU in India
is cost competitiveness. Capturing,
purifying, and converting CO: is
energy-intensive and expensive. Without
policy incentives, CCU-derived products
will struggle to compete with cheaper,
fossil-based alternatives. A second risk lies
in infrastructure readiness. CCU requires
co-located industrial clusters, reliable
transport of COz, and integration with
downstream manufacturing, all of which
are unevenly developed across Indian
industrial regions. Finally, the absence of
clear standards, certification, and market
signals creates uncertainty for investors
and limits demand for COx-derived
products.

India has taken positive steps through
the development of roadmaps to
achieving CCU, and their appropriate
implementation will be necessary for
achieving India’s goals.

Shambhavi Naik is chairperson,
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy,
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What is CCU? /| CCU &1 82

» Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) captures CO, from industrial sources or directly from air and

converts it into useful products.

- B BER TS feargaier (CCU) sitenfiias Jial a1 ar”] & CO, UHhsd: 37 Ut 3G § agadi 2|

- Unlike Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS), CCU reuses captured carbon instead of storing it

underground.

- CCS & faudid, CCU Udss 1Y HTd+ bl HfATTd AUfed &4 & F311d G: YN Bl &

« CO, can be converted into fuels, chemicals, polymers, building materials, and synthetic products.

. CO, P! 84, A, Uifernz, fAmtor amit 3k faefées 3ame) & agar s awar 21

& Why is CCU Important for India? | WRd & fag CCU &It Agaqui?

- India is the world’s third-largest CO, emitter.

- ¥IRd fdea o1 a1 I 481 CO, 3T 2l

- Hard-to-abate sectors like cement, steel, chemicals, and power need CCU for decarbonisation.

. IAde, 3Wd, TRIA 3R 31 A Bf67-37519 &3 &b fAT CCU 3maahs gl

- Aligns with India’s Net Zero target of 2070 and circular economy goals.

- J€ HIRA & 2070 Ae-31R1 @8 3R Tder refarazen @edl d A JTdT &l



&) Where Does India Stand? | ¥Rd &1 fzaifd

- Department of Science & Technology (DST) has developed a CCU R&D roadmap.
- fa7m wa viteifiiehY faumT (DST) 7 CCU & faT srwen Ashy g4m €1

« Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas released a draft 2030 CCUS roadmap.
- Ogifctad Qd wigsfads 11 Hat@d A 2030 CCUS A8HY SR fasan

« Indian companies like Ambuja Cements, JK Cement, ORSL are piloting CCU projects.

- 3igaT Htde, 31 HiAe 3k ORSL St dufFa uraee uRiisHTg e 28t 8

LJ What Are Other Countries Doing? [ 37=I 22l RITBI L &7

- EU Bioeconomy Strategy and Circular Economy Action Plan support CO,-to-products industries.

« TR T &I GRIGHIATHT 0T 3R TR SHIAHT TaRM W CO,-3Menfa 3 & deraraa gl

« US provides tax credits (e.g., 45Q) to scale carbon capture.

. 3BT 45Q 3 2 Bfee TH B bR B YicdTEd ST 2

- UAE's Al Reyadah project integrates CCU with green hydrogen.
- UAE &1 37 RRAITETE Wistae Wi g18g1s1d & J1ef CCU &Y Sitsar gl



¢ Carbon Capture & Storage (CCS)

« CO, captured and permanently stored underground.

. CO, B! UphsH: R 9 J yfira Iufga faar s 2|

¢ Circular Economy

- Minimises waste and reuses resources for sustainability.

« 3UfONE BH B JATEAT BT YA: ITANT|

¢ Bioeconomy

- Economy based on renewable biological resources.

. B0 Stq FATEAT TR 3menf¥d srefarazenm|

! Risks & Challenges

- High cost and energy-intensive process.

- I AT 3R HAi-1Tg4 wfsar

« Lack of infrastructure and CO, transport systems.

. CO, uRag Td gfaret o Bt e

- Absence of carbon pricing and strong policy incentives.

» 1 W fAeiRor 3R Hifamd weamgl @1 spral



@ Global Climate Context
- Paris Agreement (2015) aims to limit global warming below 2°C.

- 9% gHgilar (2015) &1 ey draHHE gfg 2°C J &H AT &

« IPCC recommends CCUS for limiting warming to 1.5°C.
- IPCC 9 1.5°C @& 8q CCUS &Y Hgayuf garm g1

& Economic Dimension

- Carbon markets (EU ETS) provide pricing incentives.

- EU ETS ®1d7 ge fAYR0T &7 a3 UeH & 2|

- CCU can create green jobs and new industrial value chains.
. CCU &Ra AR 31k 7 sitelfies Qaaid a1 Japar 2|
& Geographical Relevance

- Industrial clusters (Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu) suitable for CCU hubs.

- T5RId, HERTS;, dffe1g 3 3ienfiies awier CCU &9 & faie 3ugam &1



Consider the following statements:

1. Carbon Capture and Utilisation converts captured CO, into useful products.
2. Carbon Capture and Storage permanently stores CO, underground.

3. CCU directly increases fossil fuel consumption.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1only
D.1, 2and 3

—
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U.S. slaps 126% levy on
Indian solar imports

Tariffs were slapped on India, Indonesia and Laos following an ongoing

probe; In FY23, India exported S1 billion worth photovoltaics to the US.

NEW DELHI

he Trump adminis-
tration  slapped
126% levy on solar
cell imports from India fol-
lowing a ‘preliminary’ de-
termination that subsi-
dised exports from Indian
firms were hurting the
ity of US. so-
lar firms and contravened
World Trade Organization
agreements on subsidies.

tively imposed on Febru-
ary 24 on India, Indonesia
and Laos following a probe
by the U.S. Department of
Commerce on a complaint
by the Alliance for Ameri-
can Solar Manufacturing
and Trade, a coalition of
leading U.S. solar firms,

Indian firms under the
U.S. Commerce Ministry’s
radar induded Mundra So-
lar Energy Pvt. Ltd. and
Mundra Solar PV Ltd. -
both part of Adani Group —
Premier Energies Photo-
voltaic Private Ltd,, Waa-
ree Energies Ltd, and Waa-
ree Solar Americas. The
department set initial rates
of 86%-143% for Indonesia
and 81% for Laos,

Framework deal

This levy comes after New
Delhi and Washington
agreed on a framework for
the India-US. trade deal to
cut tariffs on India’s ex-
ports to 18% from 50% ear-
lier, After this, the U.S. Su-
preme Court quashed
Trump tariffs, calling them
unconstitutional.  Presi-

e

Dark days: Staff inspecting solar paneds on assembly bnes at an

Adani Group factory in Gujarat’s port city of Mundra. AFF FLe

dent Trump then came up
with a new 15% baseline
duty on several imports.
On February 24, per a
notice on the U.S. Com-
merce Ministry site, it was
Adani firms that were spec
ifically named with a duty
rates of 125.87% though
these rates, as of now, ap-
ply to all Indian exporters.

May be impacted

The Hindu didn't receive
comments from the firms
as of press time. However,
given the U.S. is the biggest
export destination for so-
lar parts, Indian exports
could likely be ‘impacted.
The implications of the or-
der were still being stu-
died, a spokesperson for
Solex Energy Ltd., a Surat-
based solar firm told The
Hindu. “There will be an
impact as the U.S, Is a ma-
Jor export destination.
How much,.. still needs to
be determined. Some
months sees a surge in ex-
ports and less in others, so

it could well be, we won't
see an impact beyond the
immediate quarter,” the
person explained,

Currently duties of up to
40% are imposed on such
export of solar cells,

These duties are addi-
tional to existing tariffs.
The final determination in
the CVD investigations are
now scheduled to be is-
sued on July 6, 2026, The
US, Commerce Depart-
ment is conducting con-
current anti- dumping du-
ty probe of solar cells from
India, Indonesia and Laos.

According to data cited
by U.S. authorities, Indian
firms in 2022 exported 232
mega watts (MW) worth of
solar cells which rose to
2049 MW in 2023 and 2297
MW in 2024.

In 202223 $1,000 mil-
lion worth photovoltaics
were exported and that
rose to $1,939.92 million in
2023-24. Exports stood at
$954 million in April-De-
cember 2025,




- The U.S. imposed a 126% countervailing duty (CVD) on solar cell imports from India.

- 3ARGT A YRA I AIfdd TR Ad R 126% UfddR e (CVD) o

- The action followed a U.S. Commerce Department probe into alleged subsidised exports.

- Ug BHSH 3T grfoisy favmT ot Jfedst st & 918 3STAT AT

- India, Indonesia and Laos were targeted in this investigation.

- 2 5T1g A ¥Rd, S81AforaT 3k @13 o) fAemar g=mm |

& Why was the duty imposed? [ 2[c<h <RIl ITTIRIT TTAT?
- U.S. firms alleged Indian companies received unfair subsidies harming American manufacturers.

- 3MARET Bufat 4 IRIY o7 fob WRdT dbufal @ srfad afedis! fAet fS3 3mfRRbt 3z safdd gam|

- The probe was initiated after a complaint by the Alliance for American Solar Manufacturing and Trade.

- ST Y QB3 AR HleiR fAATUT Taeerd bl forhrrd IR g5 |

- The move is linked to WTO subsidy rules and anti-dumping norms.

- g HeH WTO & Ifedst sik wet-fom Az & ser 81



Trade & Export Data | @muR g fAafa 3iies

- In FY23, India exported about $1 billion worth of photovoltaics to the U.S.
- fad a9 2023 & WRd 3 @I 1 3Rd STk & WIcidifeed 31 MRET & [Aafd fhyl

« In 2022-23 exports rose to $1.93 billion.
» 2022-23 A f74Td 9@ 1.93 3R iR 3|

- The U.S. is a major export destination for Indian solar manufacturers.

- MARBT MRdT AR f[Fafd &1y ™ Tae 8|

Additional Tariffs Context | 3ifdfiert 2[ceh T

« Earlier, Trump administration proposed a 15% baseline duty on several imports.

- UZA ¢U YR A &8 AT R 15% 3R L[ewh Ydrfad fasar

« Current duties of up to 40% already exist on some solar imports.

- BB TIoR ATATA TR UEA F 40% db Qb AN &l

- Final determination in investigation expected in 2026.

. 57 1 3ifaw fAvfa 2026 A 3rdfard g



Consider the following statements:

1. Countervailing duty is imposed to neutralise subsidies provided by exporting countries.
2. Anti-dumping duty and countervailing duty are identical in purpose.

3. National Solar Mission is a part of India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B.1Tand 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Topic English

Rajasthan Homestay (Paying Guest House)

Scheme Name Scheme, 2026

Launching Tourism Department, Government of
Authority Rajasthan

C Promote tourism, rural income, women
Objective

entrepreneurship and self-employment

Background Rajasthan saw 9.74% rise in tourist arrivals in
Context 2025

. Over 25.44 crore tourists visited Rajasthan in
Tourist Data

2025
Rural Economy Encourages rural households to convert part
Impact of homes into tourist stays

Women & MSME  Enables women entrepreneurs & small
Focus investors to participate

e
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Licensing Reform

Previous Rule

Room Limit
Bed Capacity

Residency
Condition

Operator
Flexibility

Registration
Authority

Safety Norms

Foreign Tourist
Reporting

Single-window digital approval system
introduced

Earlier multiple departmental clearances
required

Increased from 5 rooms to 8 rooms per unit

Maximum 24 beds allowed per homestay

Earlier owner had to reside; now removed

Owner / Lessee / Designated caretaker can
operate

Local Tourism Offices & Tourist Reception
Centres (TRCs)

Attached bathrooms, sanitation, fire safety,
guest register for 7 years

Mandatory reporting of foreign guests to
authorities

33 T J3¢ 3 s T ST s{T06 %

TUITBR S5 SHRRled SEIReIES A5 5 ol

STHHT GovHs BUTISY 36 UE
e TS IR o F5Ab T

FUREGERS 59 %56G QSSKRFEl? [ URGIRUKT
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GRIA oIS Tl BEIUSIEeS Im o ay
QSR

Fece EIRSTHSE @B o STIGT S ST TR



Scheme

Rajasthan Tourism Policy 2020

Rajasthan Rural Tourism Scheme

Paying Guest Scheme (Earlier
Version)

Heritage Hotel Scheme

Rajiv Gandhi Tourism Development
Mission

Mukhyamantri Tourism
Development Scheme

English

Focused on investment, heritage
conservation & PPP model

Promoted village tourism &
handicrafts

Limited rooms (5), mandatory
owner stay

Conversion of palaces & havelis into
hotels

Infrastructure & destination
development

Financial support for tourism
infrastructure

e
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Fact

Tourism Rank

Major Tourist Circuits

Key Attractions

UNESCO Sites

Major Festivals

English

Rajasthan is among top
tourist-receiving states in
India

Desert Circuit, Heritage
Circuit, Wildlife Circuit

Jaipur, Udaipur, Jaisalmer,
Jodhpur, Ranthambore

Jaipur City, Jantar Mantar,
Keoladeo National Park, Hill
Forts

Desert Festival, Pushkar Fair,

Jaipur Literature Festival

e
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Feature 2026 Scheme Earlier Scheme

Rooms Allowed 8 5

Bed Capacity 24 Lower limit
Owner Stay Not mandatory Mandatory
Licensing Single-window digital Multiple approvals
Operational

Flexibility Owner/Lessee/Caretaker  Only Owner



* With reference to Rajasthan Homestay
Scheme 2026, consider the following
statements:

* Maximum 8 rooms are allowed per
homestay unit.

 Owner residency on premises is
mandatory.

* Maximum bed capacity allowed is 24.

 Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

*A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and3




International Energy Agency
(IEA) — India’s Full
Membership



Topic
Organisation Name
Established

Established By

Background

Headquarters

Parent Framework

Original Objective

Strategic Reserve Rule

India’s Importance

English

International Energy Agency (IEA)
1974

17 OECD countries

Formed after 1973—-74 Arab Oil Embargo during Yom
Kippur War

Paris, France

Operates within OECD framework

Ensure stable oil supplies & manage energy emergencies

Members must hold oil reserves for 90 days of net
imports

India is 3rd largest energy consumer; fastest demand
growth expected

T
TR T woHSEe SIEA)
1974

17 OECD @sa?@w
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Current Focus

Full Members
Associate Membership

Associate Members
Rights

India’s Status

Membership Restriction

India’s Challenge

Global Significance

Renewables, climate change, decarbonisation, critical
minerals

32 full members (Colombia becoming 33rd)
Introduced in 2015 for non-OECD countries

Participate in discussions but no decision-making
rights

Associate Member since 2017
Full membership restricted to OECD countries

Would require OECD alignment, which India is
reluctant to join

IEA accounts for ~80% of global energy demand (incl.
associates)

SHSTREY 7 vl TRRRESERIER] FeSalIeResg S

CHAEANGED AR CTHAIS TG i T BT
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~
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Feature

OECD Membership
Required

Voting Rights

Strategic Oil Reserve
Obligation

Policy Decision Role

Example

Full Member

Yes

Yes

Mandatory (90 days)
Full participation

USA, Japan, Germany

Associate Member
No

No

Not compulsory at
same level

Limited participation

India, China, Brazil



Publication

World Energy
Outlook (WEO)

World Energy
Investment Report

Global Energy
Review

English

Annual future energy
projections

Global energy
investment trends

Annual energy data
analysis

Wi
BT T TRk




ORGANISATION

OPEC

OPEC+

IRENA

|AEA

GECF

ESTABLISHED

1960

2016

2009

1957

2001

HQ

Vienna

Vienna

Abu Dhabi

Vienna

Doha

FOCUS AREA

Oil-producing countries
cartel

OPEC + Russia
coordination

Renewable energy
promotion

Nuclear energy regulation

Gas-exporting countries
forum



Concept

Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR)

India Energy Mix

Net Zero Target

Panchamrit
Commitments

English

India maintains SPR at
Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru & Padur

Coal dominant (~55%
electricity generation)

India targets Net Zero by
2070

Announced at COP26
(Glasgow)

e
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Consider the following statements regarding the International Energy Agency (IEA):

1. The IEA was formed in response to the 1973 Arab Oil Embargo.
2. Only OECD countries can become full members of the IEA.

3. Associate members of IEA have full voting rights in policy decisions.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. Tonly
D.1,2and 3



 Combined Geo-Scientist (Preliminary)

Examination, 2026
DO NOT OPEN THIS TEST BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO
T.B.C. : BBSP-O-GST Test Booklet Series
——. . Teet BOOKLBT
lbigdoo
PAPER—I

( General Studies )

Time Allowed : Two Hours Maximum Marks : 100

1.

10-

INSTRUCTIONS

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION, YOU SHOULD CHECK
THAT THIS TEST BOOKLET DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNPRINTED OR TORN OR MISSING PAGES
OR ITEMS, ETC. IF SO, GET IT REPLACED BY A COMPLETE TEST BOOKLET,

Please note that it is the candidate’s nsibility to encode and fill in the Roll Number
and Test Booklet Series A, B, C or D care udvithontnnyonhllonotdhc:ﬁ.uyat
the appropriate places in the OMR Answer Sheet. Any omission/discrepancy render
the Answer Sheet liable for rejection.

You have to enter your Roll Number on the Test Booklet in
the Box provided alongside. DO NOT write anything else on
the Test Booklet.

» This Test Booklet contains 120 items (questions). Each item comprises four responses (answers),

You will select the response which you want to mark on the Answer Sheet. In cas: you feel that
there is more than one correct response, mark the response which you consider the best. In any
case, choose ONLY ONE response for each item.

You have to mark all your responses ONLY on the separate Answer Sheet provided.
See directions in the Answer Sheet.

. All items carry equal marks.
. Before you proceed to mark in the Answer Sheet the response to various items in the Test

Booklet, you have to fill in some particulars in the Answer Sheet as per instructions sent to you
with your Admission Certificate.

« After you have completed filling in all your responses on the Answer Sheet and the examination

has concluded, you should hand over to the Invigilator only the Answer Sheet. You are permitted
to take away with you the Test Booklet.

. Sheets for rough work are appended in the Test Booklet at the end.

Penlt_y for Wrong answers :



10. What is the full form of SIR introduced by
the Election Commission of India?

(@)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Special Inclusive Review
Selective Intensive Revision
Special Intensive Revision

Specific Internal Review



29. Which one of the following government

schemes in India promotes organic
farming?

(aq) Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana
(b) PM Kisan Yojana
(c) PM Krishi Sinchai Yojana

(d) Krishi Bhagya Yojana



31. Consider the following pairs :

I. U-WIN

II. E-Sanjeevani

III. Ayushman
Bharat Digital
Mission

33.

: Digitizing vaccination

records for pregnant
women and children up
to 14 years

: World’s largest tele-

medicine implementation
in primary health care

: Provides for compulsory

participation of private
hospitals in the scheme

How many of the pairs given above are
correctly matched?

(a) One

(b)
(c) All three

Two

(d) None

A bank generated savings credit of
T 1,600 crore in the first round from a
savings deposit of ¥2,000 crore. What
is the Cash Reserve Ratio fixed by the
Central Bank?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

5%

10%
20%
25%

34. In the context of economy, the term

‘capital goods’ refers to

(@)
(b)

(c)

(d)

any asset

any durable good that is owned for
consumption of households

any asset that helps increase the
income of households

durable assets which are used to
produce goods and services



35. With reference to distribution of
employment in India for the year
2024-2025, consider the following
statements :

I. Self-employment is a major source
of employment for men in rural
areas.

II. Casual wage work is a major source
of employment for women.

III. Proportion of women engaged in
self-employment in rural areas is
more than that in urban areas.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and III only
(c) 11 and III only
(d) 1,11 and III



36. Consider the following statements about
the SANKALP Scheme :

L

II1.

It is a programme of the Ministry
of  Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship with loan
assistance from the World Bank.

Quality assurance of  skill
development programmes is one of
the result areas of this scheme.

Inclusion of the marginalized
population is not an objective of
this scheme.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and II

(c) 1I only

(d) 1 and III

38. Consider the

following statements

regarding the Deendayal Antyodaya

Yojana-National

Rural Livelihoods

Mission (DAY-NRLM) :

L.

II.

II.

It aims to reduce poverty by
enabling poor households to access
gainful self-employment and skilled
wage employment opportunities.

It assures that at least two
members from each rural poor
household would be brought under

the Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
network.
The programme leverages
community resources to build
institutions and promote
livelihoods.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and II
(c) 1l and III
(d) 1 and III



39. With reference to the Human

37. According to the World Bank Poverty and Development  Report  (2023-2024),
Equity Brief (October 2025), 46% of consider the following countries :
India’s poor lived in which of the I. Sri Lanka

following Statgs? II. Myanmar

(a) Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya [II. Nepal

Pradesh How many of the above countries are

performing better in terms of human

(b) Uttar  Pradesh, Maharashtra, development than India?

Madhya Pradesh

(@) One
(c) Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, (b) Two
Maharashtra
(c) All three
(d) Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra (d) None

BBSP-O-GST/A1IR o oL i



78. The 22nd India-ASEAN Summit was held
in October 2025 in

(a) Vientiane
(b) Kuala Lumpur
(c) Singapore

(d) Bangkok



80. Consider the following countries : 82. Which one of the following countries is

I. Ethiopia the newest member of NATO?
II. Nigeria
III. Egypt
ol (a) Finland
IV. UAE

How many of the above are full-time

members of BRICS? (b) Sweden

(@) One

(b) Two () North Macedonia
(c) Three

(d) All four (d) Montenegro



83. India’s installed solar capacity in 2025 is
close to

(@ 70 GW
(b) 90 GW
(c) 130 GW

(d) 200 GW



Word of the day

Actuated:

moved to action

Synonyms: motivated

Usa g€ He is a man actuated by unworthy
desires.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
actuatedpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [ektfu.e1t/, /ektju.ert/
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