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A fit body, a calm mind, a house full of love. These
things cannot be bought - they must be earned.
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India, China push for border delimitation

Both countries stress peace in border areas

at the 25th Special Representatives’ talks

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

ndia and China on

Tuesday said they had

discussed advancing
talks on delimiting parts of
the disputed border, as Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi met in
Beijing.

A statement from the In-
dian Embassy here said
both sides had “discussed
ways to further expand bi-
lateral cooperation, main-
tain stability, and ensure
peace and tranquility in
the border areas, and
make progress on boun-
dary delimitation, while
sustaining the ongoing
work on transboundary
cooperation.”

China’s Foreign Ministry
highlighted progress on
border delimitation in a
statement issued after the
25th round of talks bet-
ween the two Special Re-
presentatives (SR) on the

boundary question, saying
both sides “held in-depth
discussions on advancing
border delimitation nego-
tiations,  strengthening
border management and
control, improving me-
chanism building and pro-
moting cross-border coop-
eration.” But neither side
provided details on which
parts of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) were being
explored for possible de-
limitation. At last year's SR
talks, both sides agreed to
set up a working group to
explore “early harvest”
border delimitation in
some areas along the LAC.

On broader bilateral
ties, Mr. Doval said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping had given “a clear
and positive direction” to
the relationship which has
been “steadily returning to
normalcy”. He noted that
this round of SR talks was
“very important particu-
larly in the wake of the

Ties ‘returning to normalcy’, says Doval; both
nations should learn from history, says Wang

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval holds talks with Chinese Minister Wang Yi in Beijing. ANANTH KRISHNAN

BRICS Summit to happen
shortly.”

Xi likely to visit Delhi
Mr. Xi is expected to attend
the September 12 meet in
New Delhi, on his first visit
to India in seven years.
The Chinese statement
quoted Mr. Wang as saying
“China and India should
draw lessons from history,
place the boundary ques-

tion appropriately in bilat-
eral relations, and keep
moving forward without
stagnating, backtracking
or veering off course.”

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister said that besides re-
suming the SR talks last
year, institutional mechan-
isms between the two
countries were resuming
and both sides have been
“working hard to maintain

peace and tranquility in
the border areas.”

At last year's talks, he
noted both sides “reached
a set of common under-
standings on delimitation,
on border management,
mechanism building and
cross border cooperation.”
“Over the past year, our
two sides have worked to
deliver them on the
ground and have made

good progress,” he said.
The Chinese statement
said the two sides “reaf-
firmed their commitment
to the 2005 Political Guid-
ing Principles, and, in a
spirit of mutual respect
and mutual understand-
ing, will leverage the Spe-
cial Representatives’ me-
chanism to pursue a fair,
reasonable and mutually-
acceptable package solu-
tion to the boundary
question.”

Earlier on Tuesday, Mr.
Doval called on Chinese
Vice-President Han Zheng.

Both sides were positive
in their descriptions of the
on-going normalisation of
relations. “Iam happy over
the past year our relation-
ship has been steadily re-
turning to normalcy,” Mr.
Doval said. “The normalcy
we have witnessed in our
relationship has been a di-
rect result of both sides
maintaining peace and
tranquility in the border
areas.”

Doval says PM Modi and Chinese President Xi
are giving ‘clear and positive direction’ to ties

According to the Chi-
nese statement, Mr. Wang
called for “gradually build-
ing a positive narrative on
China-India boundary af-
fairs, making dialogue,
peace, consultation and
cooperation the main-
stream and injecting posi-
tive factors into the sound
and stable development of
bilateral relations™.

“China stands ready to
work with India to guide
bilateral relations from a
strategic and long-term
perspective, deepen mu-
tual understanding, re-
solve differences, over-
come obstacles, become
good-neighbourly friends
and  mutually-beneficial
partners, and achieve the
‘Dragon-Elephant Dance,"”
he said, adding that the
“China India relationship
has gone beyond the bilat-
eral scope and taken on
global significance.”
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* On 25 August 2026, India’s National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi co-chaired the 25th Meeting of the Special Representatives on the

India—China Boundary Question in Beijing. — 25 3T¥d 2026 ®| HIRd o XITTY JRE&fl
JARPR ElG| ﬁ%ﬂﬂ?ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ%—%ﬂqgﬁ%
Wﬁ@ﬂtﬁ?ﬁfﬁlﬁﬁzsﬁ’féﬁﬁw {ETEI I |

* Both sides discussed advancing boundary delimitation, strengthening border
management and maintaining peace in border areas. — & q&‘ﬁ ?ﬂ’fﬂmﬁ_’fﬁ
OSe Holed bR T SHTad & & Qifd 991 3@ W == 1|

s However, no details were disclosgd about the specific sections of the LAC bein%
considered for delimitation. — &ICln, Yo :Igsf%CITTI'CIT% LAC b T
Pl URIHAT & 19 @ T B |




Both countries agreed to continue dialogue for a fair, aﬁr%&fﬁﬁﬁm&r Wlﬁa? MR RER Wiprd
reasonable and mutually acceptable settlement. JHIYT & f%l'({ TG SRl TEAWR ggHfd \_rl?l'lg I

They agreed to advance boundary-delimitation aﬁ’ru&ri:ﬂmtrﬁ'\:ﬂmamfaﬁ Gﬂﬁﬁ%’ﬁtﬂ'

negotiations. HeHd gU |
Border management and control mechanisms will AT yeeq Td fa=or &3 ot Holdd fopan
be strengthened. SITUT |

Existing institutional mechanisms will be improved. Iﬁ“‘ET GRITTd AGRIT3H aﬁaﬁ'\' CoIR RS LRI
Cross-border cooperation will be promoted. HHUR '\‘lETﬂ'lT G| YﬁT\‘:IT%?T far OlTEIT |

Peace and tranquillity will remain essential for gTHTY %q&ﬂ'q e & ﬁI'Q AT 9 Thifa Td
normal bilateral relations. RRAT $1 TaTgd AT T

The 26th Special Representatives’ Meeting will be fa2iy yfafafiray & 26df d5F 2027 A URA &
held in India in 2027. STaIfoTd &t STet |



Concept

Delimitation — gRITHA

Demarcation — IJiHih—

Line of Actual Control — grdfde =07 a]

Disengagement — A w YYdh T

De-escalation — d97d & S 4l

Bilingual Explanation

Determining the direction of a boundary through maps and

legal ts. — AR 3R A o HIemH I
gﬂ%?%gré%%n%‘a?ﬁﬁm| s

Physically marking the agreed boundary on the ground
through pillars, fences or other markers. — GgHd AT B

SHH R T, 918 a1 3= gl g1 Ruiia s

The line separating areas under the actual control of India
and China; it is not a mutually agreed international

boundary. — HRd 3R FH & IRAfdH =01 arat & &)
3T B T ¥, Tg RER Wil RIS Far Tt 2

Withdrawal of troops from close-contact or conjrontgtion
points. — {THA-HTHH I ATl 3T Tehrd aTel &1 I
AP B e ger |

Reduction in the overall number of troops, weapons and
military infrastructure near the border. — {1 & e
!, TRART 3R I AL B $A d-Td HH BT




_INDIA-CHINA BORDER ISSUE

3,488 km LAC * No mutually agreed boundary
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Wearing hijab not established
as ‘essential religious practice’
for women in Islam, says HC

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court
recently held that wearing
a headscarf could not be
established as an “essential
religious practice” of Is-
lam. The observation was
made on a Muslim stu-
dent’s petition for permis-
sion to wear hijab along
with her school uniform.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices J.J. Munir and Indra-
jeet Shukla, in an order of
August 21, dismissed the
petition filed by a Class 11
student of Tagore Public
School in Prayagraj.

In her plea, the student
argued that wearing the
scarf was an essential reli-
gious practice protected by
her fundamental rights un-
der Articles 14 and 19(1)(a)
of the Constitution. She
had previously worn a
headscarf at the same
school from Class 6 with-
out objection, she said.

The fact that the student

The court said the dispute was
principally about compliance
with institutional dress code.

had worn the scarf for sev-
eral years did not create an
enforceable right to com-
pel the school to relax or
alter its uniform policy, the
High Court said.

“We have perused the
photographs from various
classes relating to the peti-
tioner. Except for her, no
other girl student is don-
ning the headscarf, even
those belonging to the
same religious community
as the petitioner. Wherever
this issue has arisen, the

High Courts have been un-
animous in opinion that
wearing a headscarf is not
essential part of the Islamic
faith, in the absence of
which faith would be jeo-
pardized,” the court said.

No factual foundation
had been laid nor material
placed on record to esta-
blish that donning head-
scarf was an essential part
of religion for a Muslim fe-
male, the High Court furth-
er said. The court relied on
the judgments of the Bom-
bay and Karnataka High
Courts concerning hijab.

It held that the dispute
was principally about com-
pliance with an institution-
al dress code rather than
interference with the stu-
dent’s freedom of faith.

“The school in this case
does not seek to curtail the
petitioner’s freedom of
faith at all. All that they re-
quire is conformity to insti-
tutional discipline, of
which a uniform is an es-
sential part,” it said.

R |




The Allahabad High Court dismissed a petition filed by a Class 11 Muslim student seeking permission
to wear a hijab/headscarf along with the prescribed school uniform. — SHIEEG 3T —ATRATAT 7 BET 11
b1 b HiFH BTAT gRT [AETRd It JABIH & A1 fE51Te/2sw b Ugaa Bl SigAfd AR Tt ArfdesT @ist
R Gl

The judgment was delivered on 21 August 2026 by a Division Bench comprising Justices J.J. Munir

and Indrajeet Shukla. — g fA0fa 21 37Rd 2026 & =R 3.3, AR 3R =TAHfd Sgaila Q[ & Tguls
4 f&ami

The case was titled Sukaina Rizvi v. State of Uttar Pradesh and Others. — 3 ATH® &1 AT JdbT Raidt
§4TH 3R 9a2l I Td 37 T

The Court held that the petitioner had failed to establish through sufficient factual, legal or religious
material that wearing a headscarf was an Essential Religious Practice of Islam. — RITIT&d 1 beal fds

NfddbTdhdl gATt doaTcdds, BIAT AT efics It & ATeaH  Ig fOg 78] B bl fdb 85%bTh U1 ST
b TTTD eMfHeh Tl &




Background of the Case — ATHA &1 Js5¥fH

The petitioner was a student of Tagore Public School, Prayagraj, a private unaided school affiliated
with the CBSE. — ITfddsTasd] YRITRTS & TR Ufecids Ipat bl BT &ff, S CBSE & Jdg b st R-TgrRIdT
T faemerr g1

She claimed that she had been wearing a headscarf in the same school from Class 6 to Class 10
without any objection. — BTAT &1 &rdT 21T fds a8 FHalT 6 A Hef 10 dob 341 faeneaa & f§41 fsdt smufd &
8SXBIth Ugd! 38! it

After completing Class 10, she sought admission to Class 11 and requested permission to continue
wearing the headscarf with the school uniform. — @&fT 10 Gt &= & 91 387 Ha 11 7 yaer forar ik
TPl ABIH P AT gSXBIH UgHT SIRT A &l AT ATt

The school refused the request and required her to comply with the common uniform prescribed for
all students. — faeera A I8 AR EIBR A g 37 Wt fdenfert & feg AefRa IHME JABH &1 uted
R4 B BET

The student argued that wearing the headscarf was part of her religious faith and that the restriction
violated her fundamental rights. — BTAT A d<b f&AT fob 2EIBTH UgAAT 3Th! eNMfies 3Rl ol fgar & 3k g9
R Ufdees 39 Hifelds 3TfErbRY BT Iovied &



Constitutional Rights Invoked — 331T 7T Tddenfdes 3ifeipR

Article 14 guarantees equality before law and equal protection of laws. — 37 TE¢ 14 &I &b THE
AT 3R BIAT B A TREI0T o TRET 3dT &

Article 19(1)(a) protects freedom of speech and expression, which may also include expression
through dress and appearance. — 37 eg 19(1) (a) I Td ficAfdx I TrdadT b1 8T BT &, foran
UgATd 3R 9183 TWwY & ’IeAH & srfiafaa Wi onfAd g Jabdt 8l

Article 21 protects life, personal liberty, dignity, privacy and individual autonomy. — 3 e8¢ 21 3ild,
AferTd Td=ar, TRAT, fAs7dT 31k AfaraTd TRIdr bt 381 BIdT 2|

Article 25 guarantees freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate
religion, subject to public order, morality, health and other Fundamental Rights. — 37 ¢ 25 3id:&30T
& TdFAT AT & BT AR, ERYT B3 3R TIR B4 BT 3fEBR dT £, 31 Aidsifd cazel, Afdewdr, ey
3R 3= Hifd® S1fEidRY & 3reiF 81

Article 25 protects religious freedom, but it does not make every activity associated with religion
completely immune from reasonable regulation. — 31qq 25 &NfFd AT Bt I&T BT &, dfde & J
St T TAfAfE Y 3fad fafFre 3 qofa: o T&t




Essential Religious Practices Doctrine — 31Ta2d & eIt fagid

e An Essential Religious Practice is a practice considered fundamental or integral to a religion, without
which the religion’s basic character may be altered. — 3Ta?ad eNfHcs w1 ag T & 51 fdsat et &1 g
31 31— f&=aT /1T 11T & 3R 53 3nama & 39 & o1 Hifdes Tw Y 9ed JdbdT &

e The doctrine originated from the Supreme Court's 1954 decision in The Commissioner, Hindu
Religious Endowments, Madras v. Sri Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar of Shirur Mutt. — 33 fagid !
3afd Jafe AR & 1954 & o767 §3 HHet & AT STdt 21

e Courts generally examine religious texts, doctrines, historical practices and evidence placed before
them to determine whether a practice is essential. — —IRITAT JHIG: &M e, fGgidl, efdgfde
genait 3R Udd T1eAT Bl Sild B dd B & b Bis UAT AAID & AT A&l

e A personal assertion that a practice is religious may not by itself be sufficient to establish it as an
Essential Religious Practice. — ddd SfarTTd adT fob 1S W enfis &, 33 3ade efifes eIt g &34
& faig g &t & Jabdl




Allahabad High Court’s Findings — SATETEIE 3T <ATRITAd & sk

The Court described the student’s claim that the headscarf was an Essential Religious Practice as a
“bare assertion” unsupported by sufficient authoritative material. — —ITRITAA 7 §8&BTEH B 3ATARTD

e s o1 g1 dTcl BTAT & GId &bl gATe U0 It J Agd “HIF grar” /Tl

No material was presented to establish that wearing a scarf inside the classroom was obligatory for
the petitioner’s faith. — Ig g B & T B AU TRd &l ot 718 b BafT &b 3ieR WhTh UgA-T
ITfddbTdhdl B 3RT & fag 3ifFarf am

The petitioner also failed to establish that not wearing the scarf would alter the fundamental
character of her faith. — IfddTRdl Tg Wl g A€l B2 Tdb! fob BT 7 Ugaa A 3B 3T BT Hifdd
™Y dqef ST

Photographs placed before the Court showed that no other girl student, including students belonging
to the same religious community, was wearing a headscarf in class. — —IRITAT & Hﬁ&rwmﬁ
PIg 37T BT, T&l dob fs 33T e1fiies THGRT bl BTATS Hl, B A §sxhTh Uga §Q &1 i

The Court held that the dispute was primarily about compliance with an institutional dress code rather
than direct interference with the student's religious faith. — =ITaTerd A |11 fob faarg Hzad: BT 61
eTfHcs 3R | ik XY &b 9311 TRATT 39 BIS &b - & Jafeid 2|

The Court said that a uniform, bona fide and non-discriminatory dress code intended to maintain
discipline and institutional identity normally falls within the school’s authority. — =IRITHT 7 Bal fds
M 31k FRNTA UgaH g1¢ WA & i 11 71 IHH, Jgramqof 3R R-Agmaqof 39 wig am=ia:
fdenera & 3ifeiepR & A AT 81



Important Previous Judgments — Hgwquf gd fAofd

In Resham v. State of Karnataka (2022), the Karnataka High Court held that wearing hijab was not
established as an Essential Religious Practice in Islam and upheld the prescribed uniform. — /&7 g717
e I (2022) A PATed 3T TRTAT A 8319 Bl STAH 6T 3a2Td efties WoT b ®Y | 1fud Fgf
|1 3R fAefRa e o der sgrm=m

The Karnataka High Court ruling was challenged before the Supreme Court in Aishat Shifa v. State of
Karnataka. — ®Aicd 3o —ARITAA & (0T Bl 37701 /w1 17 thfcd I HIH@ A Jdicd —IRITAd A/
ERIGICRIE]

In October 2022, a two-judge Supreme Court Bench delivered a split verdict: Justice Hemant Gupta
upheld the restrictions, while Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia favoured the students’ choice. — 3fdagar 2022
H dfed =—ImaTerd ! gl-~=amreiel aret uis 3 fawrfsia fAofa feam: =magfd eHa Tar 3 ufdder o 3gt |,
Stafds =Irafd genel efear A BraA1si & udiq &1 gHefd faa

Therefore, there is still no final authoritative Supreme Court judgment conclusively settling the
nationwide hijab-in-school question. — gAfT Pl A fEsTTd & Y2d Bl IR 32l & feig fAuriae $u 3 da
P34 aTeTT 3ifdH UTATfoTes Jated =—IRITad &1 fAof 3ndt 3uaesr 981 8|

The Allahabad High Court treated the Karnataka High Court judgment as a highly persuasive
authority, not as binding Supreme Court precedent. — SHIEETG 3w —AITAT 7 BATcd Iod AT &b
fFofa & srfeies Rep =—NfAe geeid AT, 7 fob IreadRt Adfad —RTE B T3k




Consider the following statements regarding the Essential Religious Practices doctrine: — 3a2dd &frids
vt fagid & I8 A fA-fefad weml R fdar Hifse:
1. Itis expressly defined in Article 25 of the Constitution. — g3 Jfdem & 3w 25 H I Y J URHIfEd

IGRIRIE I
2. It was judicially developed by the Supreme Court. — 33 Jdfed IR 3 AT ®T A fabiId far gl

3. Article 25 is subject to public order, morality and health. — 37 25 ITdsifAd @aRel, Afddwdr 3R
Ry & e

4. Every activity claimed to be religious automatically receives constitutional protection. — &ffids gd1s

& Wl TS B T ddenfie wRarT yd g 2



One-third of India in severe rain
deficit as monsoon enters last leg

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, August 25

NEARLY 35 per cent of the
country’sgeographical areare-
mainsinasignificant rain defi-
siteven as the southwest mon-
soon approaches its final leg.

The rainfall data main-
-ained by the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
stated that the country-wide
rainfall for the season (since
June 1) was 554.2mm — 13 per
zentshort of expected levels for
‘his time of the year.

Notably, the cumulative
rainfall departure from normal
nas consistently remained
negative throughout thisseason.

That said, rainfall activity
sverthe central region, between
Jdisha and Gujarat, has re-
mained prominent during the
July-August period, in part due
:otherecurrent development of
low pressuresystemsin the Bay
>f Bengal and their subsequent
‘andward movement.

“The spatial distribution of
rainfall has been largely
skewed, especially at district
levels,” said O P Sreejith, senior
meteorologist at IMD.

About412districtsacross 14
states and Union territories in
‘he south peninsula, northeast,
and some parts of eastern and
northwest India have recorded
adeficitin rain —amountingto
‘he aforementioned 35 per cent.

What is worrying is that
2ven states that receive either
axtremely high or extremely

» Rainfall across India

during June1-Aug24
'State/UT " rainfall* |
'Meghalaya | 58% |
‘BiharandManipur  -42% ‘
'Arunachal Pradesh -40% |
\AndhraPradesh  -39% |
'Goaand Punjab | 33% |
Puducherry -32% \
'Lakshadweep =2 |
'Assam | 24% |
Kerala -23%

'Rajasthan &Karnataka -22% \
Mizoram L 21% 1
“Seasonal rainfall departure; Source: IMD

low rainfall are experiencing
below-average season rainfall
this year.

For instance, Goa’s normal
rainfall till the third week of Au-
gustis2,562mm. However, this
season (till August 24), it has re-
corded only 1,713.2mm — a
deficit of 33 per cent.

Similarly, in Kerala, where
normal rainfall for the same
period is 1,6714mm, only
1,283.3mm of rainfall has been
recorded this season —a23 per
centdeficit; and in Punjab (nor-
mal rainfall is 338.2mm),
2269mm — a 33 per cent deficit
in the season so far.

Rajasthan’s normal rainfall
(till August 24) is 345mm. The
desert state, where the mon-
soon arrives last and exits first,

has received 268.3mm — a 22
per cent deficit.

Recently, Assam faced one
ofitsworst floods, and yet, 19 of
the state’s 35 districts report a
rain deficit.

In Meghalaya (-58 per cent
below normal), the southwest
Khasi Hills district has re-
corded excess rainfall, whileall
the other 10 districts are either
in rainfall deficit or ‘large’ defi-
cit category (rainfall -60 to -99
per cent below normal).

Elsewhere, in Bihar, just
three — Khagaria, Lakhisarai
and Siwan — of the 35 districts
have received normal rainfall.
The others are experiencing a
rain deficit this season.

Meanwhile, in Andhra, all
the districts, including regions
of Yanam and Rayalaseema, re-
maininaraindeficit. A contrast-
ingpicture prevailsinthe neigh-
bouring Odisha, where all 30
districts have received normal
orabove rainfall this season.

The prevailing low pressure
system over Jharkhand will
keep the monsoon active over
west Uttar Pradesh, west Mad-
hya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
till August 29, as the IMD has
forecast the system to move
further north-west in the
comingdays. Konkan, Madhya
Maharashtra, Marathwada in
Maharashtra, Goa, Kerala,
coastal Andhra Pradesh and
the Gujarat region will experi-
ence widespread heavy spells
till the end of this month, the
IMD has forecast.



Aspect

Why in news? — I3 H e

All-India rainfall — 3{Rad YR auf

District-level situation — foTaT-¥R g U

Regional imbalance — ST STHTT

Monsoon stage — Wﬁ STIRIT

Explanation

By 24 August 2026, nearly 35% of India’s geographical area was
experiencing a significant monsoon rainfall deficit. — 24 3HXd 2026 dd

%ch%?lmmzsswﬁ?ﬂﬁm T AR a9 Bt SIa-1 HHT GOl Bl
|

India received about 554.2 mm rainfall from 1 June to 24 August,
approximately 13% below the normaI level. — HRAH 1 \_rlff@ 24 A
dh TTHT 554.2 BT aui g8, S AT TR TRIHT 13% HH o

Around 412 districts across 14 States and Union Territories recorded

deficient rainfall. — 14 I01 3R HERMRAT TSN & TTHT 412 et A
aui &1 B TS DI TR |

Some areas experienced floods or heavy rainfall, while large neighbouring
areas remalned deficient, showin hlghly uneven g;tlal distribution. —

? T qTG 3ral Uit IS &9 g9 Bt HH
ifdd 38, Gﬁe»ﬁq%&mnﬁwﬁaﬁwﬁm%

The southwest monsoon was entering its final phase, making recovery

from the accumulated deficit increasingly difficult. — W—q@ﬂ%
ﬁ&ﬁéﬁwﬁmmww o <iferd aul-o i ot wRuTs
i I



State/UT — JTod/HGRITRId TSRl

Meghalaya — AYTad

Bihar and Manipur — fagR @erﬁl'ﬂ?
Arunachal Pradesh — 30T UaX

Andhra Pradesh — 3{i¢] TG

Goa and Punjab — Mar G?RCITFIW

Puducherry — H_g'ﬁlﬂ

Lakshadweep — defgly

Assam — 3{HH

Kerala — o_dl

Rajasthan and Karnataka — XTSTR[[ ﬁ?ﬁw

Mizoram — THoIRY

Seasonal departure from normal — Wﬁw
3R

-58%
-42%
-40%
-39%
-33%
-32%
-27%
-24%
-23%
-22%
-21%



State

Goa — ‘ilal
Kerala — 3
Punjab — ToITd

Rajasthan — TSR

Assam — 3{HH

Bihar — ﬁ%ﬂ

Andhra Pradesh — Wﬂm

Meghalaya — 213 [

Rainfall Position

Normal rainfall was about 2,562 mm, but only 1,713.2 mm was received, producing a deficit of about 33%. — M= T

TETH 2,562 Faret o) Aot baa 1,713.2 fordt aul g3, FORR AT 33% 1 B ool g3 |

Against the normal rainfall of about 1,671.4 mm, Kerala received approximately 1,283.3 mm, a deficit of around 23%. —

TATHT 1,671.4 T AT aW1 & GHTaa HRa H AU 1,283.3 [T a0 g8, FoR H1d 23% &1 B 51|

Punjab received approximately 226.9 mma?qgfainst the normal 338.8 mm, resulting in a deficit of about 33%. — goTe |

338.8 U & qepTaal TTHAT 226.9 IR ool €%, I B39 33% &1 HH ol g3

Rajasthan received about 268.3 mm against the normal rainfall of approximately 345 mm, recording a deficit of about 22%. —

ORI T TRTHAT 345 A} AT a9 & HohTad Hid 268.3 ot 9ol g8, FOR @14 22% &1 B! gol g3 |

Assam faced serious floods in some locations, yet 19 of its 35 districts reported rainfall deficit, illustrating uneven distribution.

— % $ & B TR a1g o, v ot 3% 35 AW 19 forall & auf o1 ot I, S S\ fadRur &1 g2iid 3|

Onl% three districts—Khagaria, Lakhisarai and Siwan—received normal rainfall; most others remained deficient. — W?ﬁ:{

— ST, TERRT 3R RaH—H 9= v §8; S1fwi=r o= forel auf &1 et § guTfad R |

All districts, including major rain-fed agricultural areas, remained rain-deficient, while neighbouri;gOdisha received normal or

above-normal rainfall. — W—meaﬁm &l g Tt forel auf &t w4t 9§ vvtfaa
ATHT 37a YT ¥ 31 aui gs |

The State average was 58% below normal; however, one district recorded excess rainfall while most other§ were deficient or
largely deﬁcie%t[. — Trsqgg 3Id AT & 58% HH a1, TR o Uap foral & aiferes awf g8, Safes siferasier foral dt srerar
HH A gUIad 3B |



Category Departure from Long-Period Average

Large Excess — I UG T +60% or more — +60% TT JTUFH

Excess — 3¢ Iy +20% to +59% — +20% T +59%
Normal — JTHT=g 8] ~19% to +19% — —19% I +19%
Deficient — dYI &1 HHI —20% to —-59% — —20% A —59%

Large Deficient — 3AID TU-BH  —60% to ~99% — —60% T -99%

No Rain — d9] &l ~100% — —100%



Reasons for Rainfall Deficit | asf &I &H! & BROT

Reason

El Nifio conditions — Ta 14T
uffzerfaar

Fewer low-pressure systems — ®H

fa=1-gra yonfaar

Break monsoon conditions — §&

HIAYA &t feifa

Weak monsoon circulation — BH3IR

AFAYAT ufdeRor

Climate change — STedrg URddd

Explanation @)

Warming of the central and eastern equatorial Pacific generally weakens the Indian
southwest monsoon, although the relationship is not automatic every year. — 7ea 3iR

af HHEIRE T Y2Iid HER™TR &1 TH g1 ATHIRI: HRAT gfeior-ufedd A Bl BHSIR Bl
&, ETdif Idd a9 FHBT YT THH AT gidTl

Reduced frequency or unfavourable movement of low-pressure systems from the Bay of

Bengal lowers rainfall over interior regions. — TTd @t W18t & g4 dTed! fA=-gra@ womfaay
@Y BH T=AT 3reqar ufdgpd e rialRe &=t & asf gerdt 21

During a monsoon break, the monsoon trough shifts northward and rainfall decreases

over central and peninsular India. — ATAYA 96 & R ATAJA GI0ft 3R i 3R &P STdt
8 3R e qaT yrIgldia WRd A asf A & 1Tdt 21

Weak cross-equatorial winds reduce moisture transport from the Arabian Sea and Bay
of Bengal. — BHSIR HEARHFT-UR AT 3Rd AR iR §et &1 W1gt & T+ & ulRaga &t gerdt
gl

Climate change is increasing rainfall variability, with longer dry spells interrupted by
short episodes of very heavy rain. — STafarg URad= asf &1 uRad=efiedr 91 &1 8, S
oidt Qs 3rafel & dfa BH IHT B JAfEH auf gdt 8|



Sector

Kharif agriculture — W?ﬁ[

Rabi agriculture — ?_qpfw

Food inflation — WH@‘IW

Rural income — ATHIOT 3T

Drinking water — Uooid

Hydropower — \_rf?l'fa_q\"ﬁﬂ
Ecosystems — gifRufast 0

Economy — fgawy

Impact

Deficit rainfall can reduce vyields of rice, pulses, rrr@ize, soybean, cotton and oilseeds. — a&‘f
B HHI Y, S8, HIB], AT, HUT 3R fadieg- o Iusl g1 bl g

Low monsoon rainfall reduces soil moisture and reservoir storage required for wheat,

mustard and other winter crops. — Wqﬁﬂfﬁaﬂf J T 3R 3 Xaebre Bl &
foTT 3Ty gt 1 THI SR SRy HSRUI &1 Ueldl 5|

Lower agricultural output can increase prices of vegetables, cereals, pulses and edible oils. —

HIY IATEA g I iesr, ST, GAg 3R W ddl DI HIHd 96 T g |

Crop loss reduces farmers’ earnings and agricultural employment. — <] I famt

1 3T 3R HY ISHIR B! HH IRAT G|

Reduced reservoir and groundwater recharge can create drinking-water shortages during the

following sgmmer. — SR 3R YSId BT HH JTHRUT 3ATe US| Ui Adhe S
PR DB

Lower reservoir levels may reduce hydropower generation. — WWWW@@
SAfdggd SdIG U¢ Ihdl g |

Wetlands, forests and wildlife may face increased water stress and fire risk. — &HQFH&I, d-q

3R TIG 3D STd-The TUT 3T &b SIRIH BT JTHAT h Ihd g |

A weak monsoon can lower rural demand and affect industries linked to agriculture. —

HASIR AL ATHI H1T 1 g HiY T IS FeT! 6! THTId HR FohdT g |
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A costly shortcut: In destructive scanning, a book's binding is cut off and its pages are rapidly scanned. These books cannot be easily rebound and are usually sent for disposal. GETTY IMAGES




How Al firms are destroying physical
books to train their models

Amazon and Anthropic are facing the ire of booksellers and book lovers over reports that they destroyed books in order to scan them for Al

development. The actions have sparked outrage and criticism, prompting a look into their legality

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far
n investigation published this
week by the tech outlet 404
Media tracked a shipment of
rare books to an Amazon
facility in Las Vegas. Instead of packing
and mailing them out to eager readers,
Amazon employees destroyed the books
by cutting off their bindings to scan them.
Numerous other books have met the same
fate, according to the report that ignited
global outrage and criticism.

Why are Al companies sourcing
physical books?

Al companies are trying to access more
works of writing in order to further
develop their Al models and train them
on high-quality datasets rich with original
material. As more of the internet grows
saturated with Al-generated patterns of
language, rare and/or out-of-print books
are becoming an attractive option for tech
companies looking to scrape data.

According to 404 Media, Amazon did
not directly address its destructive
scanning practices but confirmed that it
bought books to improve its “products
and services™.

But the e-commerce giant is not the
only company accused of destroying
books. Anthropic, the Google and
Amazon-backed maker of the Claude

family of models, had its own secret
‘Project Panama,’ which it described as
“our effort to destructively scan all the
books in the world.”

What's more, a focus on rare books
also means that the company that sources
the content first can destroy the original
and ensure that an Al rival cannot easily
train its models on the same text.

Is it necessary for Al companies to
destroy books?

If you have ever tried to photocopy a
thick or old book, you know that getting a
high-quality print is often complicated by
the book’s spine. You can press down
hard to flatten the book, but this is not
safe for rare or delicate volumes.

Archivists, librarians, and researchers
use a range of advanced scanners that are
designed to digitise physical books
without damaging them. Some robotic
devices can even lift or flip the pages
without human help. Naturally, these
solutions are expensive and can be hard
to scale,

In destructive scanning, however, the
book’s binding is cut off and the pages are
rapidly scanned. These books cannot be
easily rebound and are usually sent for
disposal.

Destroying the print book can also
work in a company’s favour. This way, it is
harder for authors to accuse the company
of promoting piracy. After all, a buyer is

legally allowed to destroy the rare book
they have bought, even if others would
consider this a cultural crime.

By contrast, an Al company can be
sued if authors find evidence of it
downloading pirated e-books without
paying for them. This July, Anthropic
received approval to pay $1.5 billion to
settle a class action lawsuit where authors
claimed that the Claude-maker illegally
used their copyrighted works for its Al
products.

In a court order from last June, U.S.
district judge William Alsup had noted
that Anthropic bought millions of print
copies, and “destroyed” each print copy
while replacing it with a digital one that it
did not share outside the company.

This print-to-digital format change was
ruled as fair use.

What has been the reaction to
destructive

Numerous booksellers, authors, creatives,
collectors, readers, and academics have
naturally reacted with anger and disgust
to news reports of Al companies
destroying books.

At the same time, there are some who
are not overly concerned by destructive
scanning, but oppose companies being
allowed to destroy rare books to create a
digital copy that the public cannot access.

For context, consider that media
preservation platforms (such as the

Internet Archive) as well as shadow
libraries/piracy platforms (like Anna’s
Archive) have been sued for doing the
exact opposite: making digital versions of
rare print books available to the public at
no cost.

Meanwhile, global booksellers face a
dilemma. They stand to profit (at least
temporarily) by supplying rare or
out-of-print books for destruction. The
Guardian reported that sellers in
Australia, for example, are more carefully
scrutinising bulk orders from buyers or
reviewing unusual requests for rarer
books, in case they are being bought for
destructive scanning.

Elon Musk, whose Al company is
developing the Grok family of models and
tools, was quick to refute potential
accusations of his company destroying
rare books.

“I've asked the SpaceXAl team to
preserve any rare books in a library and
scan them the hard way vs. just cutting off
the spine and scanning,” he posted in July
on his social media platform X, in
response to a user expressing distress
over the destructive scanning process.

Even so, the process of building Al
models lacks transparency - by design.
As Al firms transition from downloading
popular books to shredding rare ones,
readers and booksellers now fear the
world is rapidly losing undiscovered
works of literature,



An investigation by technology publication 404 Media reportedly traced a shipment of rare books to an
Amazon facility in Las Vegas, where workers allegedly removed the bindings, scanned the pages and
destroyed the physical copies. — ddtch! YT 404 Media &1 Teb SiTd | @feld FU F GoiH Y] ol Teb T
P A AT &d 30 Bg db gdb (T T-T, STET BHATRAL A 39! fieg BIed YS! Bl Wb fopar iR vlfdw
gfaat oY 9w &R &

Amazon confirmed that it purchases books through commercial channels to improve its products and
services, but it did not directly provide detailed answers about its destructive-scanning practices. —
3T A gfee &Y o ag 3 Ice) 3k Jarsit A FerR & e anmaanfae Aream) J qddb IRiedr 8, Afd 333
faaTRIBRY BT &t Ufthan WR fawqga 3R =&t G|

The controversy has raised questions concerning copyright, fair use, authors’ rights, cultural preservation,
corporate transparency and the environmental cost of Al development. — 5 fddrg a4 w1uRRige, 3fdd 3udT,
AE®! &b AfEBR, Jipidd TR&M0T, BRURE URGRIAT 3R Al fdwmry & yafaRoit @rTd § [ oA I8 &R fGU &



What is Destructive Scanning? — fad12repRt 3BT <=1 82

Destructive scanning is a digitisation method in which the spine or binding of a physical book is cut off so
that its loose pages can be rapidly fed into high-speed scanners. — faaT2rBRt s fEfsiewdnor & I8
fafer & foad Wifds qrads & 3 3remar fSieg wie &t Tt &, difds 33% Jat I8! &l dler Tfd aTet Thar | STl 1
b |

The scanned images are generally processed through Optical Character Recognition or OCR, which
converts printed pages into machine-readable digital text. — b fdbT T fI=Y &Y ATHIRIG: Optical
Character Recognition 3rfq OCR & Jaferd fasar 17aT &, 3t 7fgd gso! & Heit9-usHAty féfsiew uts & uRafdd

BT &l

The resulting text can be cleaned, classified and added to datasets used for training Large Language
Models. — Ut f3fiew ute &t 1%, arifdsa 3R Large Language Models & Ufigror # 3ualT €1 aiat Seie A
oNfAe fdsar 31T TbaT B

Once the binding is removed, the original book usually cannot be restored easily and may be recycled,

pulped or discarded. — Q& 9R faieg i 4T M & 91¢ Ho Ydd &I AAHT I ARG 78T fasar 31 Jabdr 3R
JAWI: 37 Yo, gt ° URRafdd 37T % fgar siar |
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Amazon Investigation — 31319 3 Tdfed g

According to 404 Media, a tracking device was placed inside a large shipment of rare or difficult-to-find
books. — 404 Media & 3qAR, Geiv AT BfEATE J fATA aTcil GIdp] bl Teb g1 BT A Teh b1 IUahI0T 34T
Tt 271

The shipment was traced to an Amazon facility in Las Vegas reportedly associated with scanning physical

books. — 3T JY Bl WRT AT &4d 30 bg ddb g 1 T, 517 Bfeld 9 I vifdds ! bt Wb I 8T
T &1

Workers reportedly cut off book bindings, separated the pages and scanned them at high speed. —

FBHATRAT 7 Bfeld T J YD B foieg BIel, TSI B e fasan 3R 32 dia 1fad & b faan

Amazon stated that it purchases books through commercial channels to develop and improve products
and services used by customers. — 33T 7 gl fob Ig UTEH| gRT IUANT fhT 1A dTe Icme) 3ik Jarsi &
fadry vd GER & fole @maaiie AreaH d Ydd JRicdT &

The investigation links the activity to Al training, but Amazon'’s brief response did not publicly explain the
exact models, datasets or safeguards involved. — 3iTa g3 Tifafafer @t Al uferemor & siigdt 8, afde 3msH &l
Jfered ufafosar A Adifeid ATge, ST 372/dT IR U bl ATdsif4d TU A faxgd sTHER &l 611 404 Media

investigation »



Youth vote and its electoral impact




Electoral trends

Young voters are a dynamic part of India’s electoral landscape. Participation varies sharply across States,
while party preferences differ between States as well as age groups. Voting patterns can also change

considerably from one election to the next.

Table 1: Youth voter turnout across

States and age groups
State Average | 18-21 | 22-25
Turnout | years | years

Lok Sabha

election 2024 oo & | e
Bihar (2025) 67.3 41 62
M.P. (2023) 75.6 89 70
Punjab (2022) 72.2 77 70
U.P. (2022) 61.1 51 62
Uttarakhand (2022) 65.4 49 56
Gujarat (2022) 64.8 78 65
Himachal (2022) 75.8 59 62
West Bengal (2026) 93.7 93 95
Tamil Nadu (2026) 86 90 88
Kerala (2026) 79.5 83 86
Assam (2026) 86.8 76 95

Note: All figures are in %. The State turnout is for
the latest Assembly poll in that specific State.

Table 4: Party preferences of young voters
in Uttarakhand, 2017 and 2022

2022 2017
Cong. | BJP | Cong. | BJP |
18to21lyears | 48 | 33 | 42 | 39
22to25years | 36 | 41 | 28 | 53
26to28years | 42 | 38 | 29 | 48

29 years
and above

Age Group

37 |46 | 35 | 46

Table 2: Party preferences of young voters
in West Bengal, 2021 and 2026

Age 2026 2021
Group AITC+ | BJP | AITC+ | NDA
18to2lyears | 33 | 51 | 49 | 38
22 to 25 years 43 | 46 | 49 | 42
26to28years | 45 | 48 | 45 | 42

L 41 |46 | 49 | 37 : |
and above . -

Table 3: Party preferences of young \ A
voters in Uttar Pradesh, 2017 and 2022 ;

2022 2017
BJP+|SP+| BSP | NDA | SP+ | BSP

Age Group

18 to 21 years 44 | 38 | 11 42 | 30 | 20
22 to 25 years 44 | 39 | 11 42 | 27 | 24
26 to 28 years 47 | 36 | 12 43 | 29 | 20
29 years and above 44 |36 | 13 | 41 | 28 | 22

Note: All figures are in %. Others voted for different parties.

PSSR  Table 5: Party preferences of young voters
in Bihar, 2025 and 2020

2025 2020
NDA | MGB | NDA | MGB
18to21lyears | 50 40 24 39
22to25years | 49 38 39 38
26to28years | 41 36 39 39

29 years
and above

Age Group

47 38 38 37




Table 6: Party preferences of young voters in
Punjab, 2022 and 2017

Table 7: Party preferences of young voters in Tamil
Nadu, 2026 and 2021

Age 2022 2017
Group | Cong. | BJP+ | AAP | Cong. | BJP+ | AAP
18to 21 24 6 47 | 38 23 | 34
22t0 25 16 2 52 33 S 2T
26t0 28 15 31 |50 | 37 27 | 30
23years | o4 | 8 |40 | a0 | 32 |21
& above

Table 8: Party preferences of young voters in
Delhi, 2020 and 2015

Age 2020 2015

Group | Cong. | BJP+ | AAP | Cong. | BJP+
18to21 |4 32 58 |8 26
22to25 |4 33 595|150, 34
26t028 |3 39 57 |6 34
29years |5 42 52 |10 33

& above

Age 2026 2021

DMK | AIADMK
2 Alliance | Alliance AVKC| DM [EAIADMICE
18to 21 16 6 69 38 38
22to 25 18 12 61 44 32
26to0 28 25 18 50 38 38
23 yedian 1 25 33 | 26| a7 41
& above




Word of the day

Mollify:

cause to be more favourably inclined

Synonyms: assuage, appease, placate

Usa g€. The leader met the protesters in an
attempt to mollify them.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/mollify

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /'mplifa1/

“a



Thank you




