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• “Your morning sets the tone for your 
entire day — win your morning, and 
you’ve already won the day.”🌅✨







The Indian National Congress has 
demanded an inquiry by the Public 

Accounts Committee (PAC) of 
Parliament into what it terms a 

“disturbing misuse of public funds” 
by the Life Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC) for allegedly investing 
heavily in the Adani Group.

The issue follows a report by The 
Washington Post, alleging that 

Indian government officials pushed 
LIC to invest about ₹33,000 crore (≈ 

$4 billion) in Adani Group bonds 
after a U.S. court indicted Gautam 
Adani and associates in a bribery 

case.



Issue Details

Misuse of Public Savings
LIC funds, which are people’s life-insurance savings, 
were allegedly diverted to shore up investor confidence
in the Adani Group.

Government Pressure
Ministry of Finance & NITI Aayog allegedly instructed 
LIC to invest despite corporate-governance concerns.

Conflict of Interest
Congress claims this was done to “bail out” the PM’s 
“close friends” in the Adani conglomerate.

Financial Loss
Congress cites a ₹7,850 crore fall in LIC’s market value
within four hours of trading on Sept 21 2024, after 
Adani’s indictment.



Entity Statement

LIC (Public Sector Insurer)

Denied any external pressure, 

saying investments in Adani firms 

were made independently under 

board-approved policies.

Department of Financial Services
Stated it had no role in LIC’s 

investment decisions.

Adani Group / Govt

No immediate response to the 

allegations as of the report’s 

publication.















Feature Details

Scope Operates in 100 colleges in Bengaluru

Activities
Drug awareness, social sensitization, and civic 
engagement

New Role
Monitoring and reporting road safety violations 
under the BTP partnership





Challenge Required Safeguard

Data Privacy

Ensure photos and user 

information are protected under 

IT & privacy laws.

False Reporting Risk
Verification mechanism by BTP 

before initiating fines.

Over-policing Concerns
Maintain focus on awareness, 

not punishment.







The Government of India has 
introduced the Rashtriya 

Vigyan Puraskar (RVP) — a 
Padma-style national honour

dedicated to recognizing 
excellence in science and 

technology.

The awards aim to celebrate 
scientists, researchers, and 

innovators for their significant 
contributions across various 

fields of science.



Category Description

Type of Award
National-level scientific honour (similar 

to Padma Awards)

Launched by Ministry of Science and Technology

Administered by

Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar Committee 

(RVPC), chaired by the Principal 

Scientific Adviser

Venue of Ceremony Rashtrapati Bhavan

Presented by President of India

Frequency Annually



Category Purpose / Criteria

Vigyan Ratna
Lifetime achievement award for 
outstanding contributions to science and 
technology.

Vigyan Shri
For distinguished scientific contributions 
across disciplines.

Vigyan Yuva
For scientists below 45 years of age 
showing exceptional promise.

Vigyan Team Award
For team contributions (minimum 3 
members) in collaborative research or 
innovation.







Rank Award Prize Money Notes

1 India Science Award
₹ 25 lakh (~US 

$30,000) (Wikipedia)

Lifetime contribution 

award in India (though 

currently discontinued).

2 Infosys Prize
US $100,000 (~₹ 80+ 

lakh) (IndiaBioscience)

Indian-based prize, 

awarded to researchers 

(India/abroad).

3
G. D. Birla Award for 

Scientific Research
₹ 5 lakh (Wikipedia)

Indian scientists below 

age 50.

4

Shanti Swarup 

Bhatnagar Prize for 

Science and 

Technology

₹ 5 lakh

(ssbprize.gov.in)

Prestigious Indian 

award for outstanding 

research (age <45).

5 Vigyan Ratna Award

(Cash prize details not 

clearly specified) 

(Wikipedia)

New Indian award for 

lifetime achievement in 

S&T.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_Science_Award?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indiabioscience.org/news/2023/infosys-prize-awardees-announced-for-2023?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G._D._Birla_Award_for_Scientific_Research?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ssbprize.gov.in/Content/prizes.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vigyan_Ratna_Award?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Rank Award Prize Money Notes

1 Breakthrough Prize
US $3 million (~₹ 25 + crore) 
(Wikipedia)

One of the largest cash prizes in 
science globally (Life sciences, 
fundamental physics, mathematics).

2 TWAS Apex Award US $100,000 (TWAS)
Prize for scientists from developing 
countries.

3 Balzan Prize
CHF 750,000 (~US $840,000) (AP 
News)

For major scientific and 
humanitarian achievements.

4 Wittgenstein Award
Up to €1.5 million (~US $1.6–1.7 
million) (Wikipedia)

Austrian science award for excellent 
scientific work.

5 Kavli Prize US $1 million (crdfglobal.org)
For astrophysics, nanoscience and 
neuroscience; top global recognition.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakthrough_Prize_in_Life_Sciences?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://twas.org/opportunities/awards-and-medals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/2b983be04ad8ac389a19aa0f3bc94463?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wittgenstein_Award?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.crdfglobal.org/insights/giving-scientists-pat-back-7-science-prizes-arent-nobels/?utm_source=chatgpt.com








Show Character / Role Impact

Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi (1984) Played multiple comic roles
Made him a household name; 
first Indian sitcom to reach 
urban families.

Sarabhai vs Sarabhai 
(2004–2006, 2017)

Indravardhan Sarabhai –
witty, mischievous patriarch

Became one of Indian 
television’s most iconic comic 
characters; his humor defined 
middle-class satire.

Filmy Chakkar, Ghar 
Jamai, All The Best

Leading comic roles

Reinforced his status as the 
"Face of Indian Sitcoms" 
during the 1990s satellite TV 
boom.











• At the 22nd ASEAN-India Summit held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed that the India-ASEAN 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) continues to make “steady 
progress” despite global uncertainties.
He called ASEAN a “cultural partner” of India and emphasized 
deepening cooperation in maritime security, education, technology, 
and resilient supply chains by 2026.



Parameter Details

Event 22nd ASEAN-India Summit (2025)

Venue Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Mode PM Modi addressed virtually

Host Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim

Indian Delegation Lead (on-site)
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. 
Jaishankar

Key Theme “Shared Values, Shared Future”

Upcoming Year Declared as
ASEAN-India Year of Maritime 
Cooperation – 2026





Dimension India’s Strategic Interest

Geopolitical Counterbalance to China’s influence in Indo-Pacific.

Economic
Boost trade (currently ~$110 billion); diversify supply 
chains.

Security
Collaborate on counter-terrorism, maritime patrols, 
and cyber resilience.

Cultural Promote Buddhist and civilizational linkages.

Humanitarian
Disaster relief, pandemic response, and digital 
inclusion.



• India–ASEAN Relations Overview
• Established: 1992 (Sectoral Dialogue 
Partner)
• Upgraded to Summit Level: 2002
• Strategic Partnership: 2012
• Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
(CSP): 2022
• Trade Target: $200 billion by 2030
• Connectivity Projects:

• India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral 
Highway

• Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project
• Digital and maritime connectivity 

initiatives











• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to launch a new military 
communications satellite — CMS-03 (GSAT-7R) — on November 2, 2025, from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.
The launch will mark a significant boost to India’s defence communication network and 
the first deployment of the LVM3 rocket since the Chandrayaan-3 mission in July 2023.

•



Parameter Details

Satellite Name CMS-03 (also known as GSAT-7R)

Mission Type Military communication satellite

Launch Vehicle LVM3 (Launch Vehicle Mark 3)

Launch Site Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota

Launch Date November 2, 2025

Orbit Type Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)

Satellite Weight
~4,400 kg (one of India’s heaviest communication 
satellites)

Coverage Indian landmass + wide oceanic region

Primary Objective
Secure, multi-band communication support for India’s 
armed forces





Strategic Importance

Defence Communications 
Backbone:

Provides dedicated, 
encrypted communication 

channels for the armed 
forces.

Maritime Security:
Expands surveillance and 
coordination capability 

across the Indian Ocean 
Region, crucial for India’s 

naval dominance.

Space-Based Command 
Systems:

Supports integrated 
command operations, joint 

military exercises, and 
emergency responses.

Indigenisation:
Reinforces India’s 

Atmanirbhar Bharat vision 
in defence technology.





• Japan is facing an acute labour shortage due to its aging population — with one-third of 
its citizens over the age of 65.
India, on the other hand, with 65% of its 1.4 billion people under 35, is under pressure to 
generate employment for its youth.
Despite this “perfect demographic complementarity”, people-to-people ties between 
India and Japan remain weak.



Parameter Japan India

Population over 65 years ~33% <7%

Youth population (<35 
years)

<30% ~65%

Indian students in Japan ~1,500
India ranks 34th globally for 
Indian students in Japan

Indians working in Japan ~54,000
One-fourth of the 2.3 lakh 
Nepali workers in Japan

Target for workforce 
exchange (India–Japan 
plan)

5 lakh in 5 years (50,000 
skilled Indians initially)

—



• Historical Background

• Since 1981, Japan’s presence in India has been symbolised by Suzuki Motor Corporation, 
which set up the Maruti factory.

• Japanese executives like Kenichi Ayukawa (Maruti Suzuki) highlight that Indo-Japanese 
cooperation has matured — from manufacturing to technology and now workforce 
mobility.

• However, Japanese employers still find Indian workforce integration slow due to 
language barriers, limited awareness, and few structured exchanges.



Aspect Key Data / Highlights Source

Trade (FY 2023-24 / FY 
2024-25)

Total bilateral trade approx US$ 22.85 billion in FY 2023-24. For FY 
2024-25, ~US$ 25.17 billion. India’s exports to Japan ~US$ 6.25 billion; 
imports from Japan ~US$ 18.92 billion.

(India Brand Equity 
Foundation)

Trade share & ranking
In 2021: India was the 18th largest trading partner of Japan; Japan was 
the 13th largest trading partner of India. Japan is among the top 
investors in India.

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Japan)

Japanese investment in 
India

Over 1,400 Japanese companies have operational presence in India 
(2021 figure). Japan was India’s 5th largest investor in FY 2021.

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Japan)

Strategic & sectoral 
cooperation

The two countries have a “Special Strategic & Global Partnership”. 
Collaborations include: semiconductors, critical minerals, clean energy, 
ICT, resilient supply chains. Launched India-Japan Dialogue on 
Economic Security (Nov 2024).

(MEA India)

Key exports & imports 
(2024)

Imports by India from Japan: nuclear reactors/boilers (~US$ 3.31 
billion), electrical machinery/equipment (~US$ 2.01 billion) etc. 
Exports from India to Japan: engineering goods (~US$ 2.44 billion), 
chemicals (~US$ 1.06 billion), marine products, electronic goods etc.

(India Brand Equity 
Foundation)

https://www.ibef.org/indian-exports/india-japan-trade?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/india/data.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/india/data.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl%2F40066%2FFact+Sheet++IndiaJapan+Economic+Security+Cooperation=&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ibef.org/indian-exports/india-japan-trade?utm_source=chatgpt.com






For Japan For India

Needs skilled workers to sustain 
economic output and care for aging 
population.

Seeks overseas employment
opportunities for its youth amid 
domestic job pressure.

Requires foreign students to sustain 
research and innovation.

Can leverage Japan’s advanced 
technology ecosystem and stable 
employment environment.

Wants to diversify supply chains and 
workforce beyond China & ASEAN.

Opportunity to deepen engagement 
with a strategic Indo-Pacific partner.



• Challenges

• Stringent visa and residency regulations in Japan.

• Cultural conservatism and limited English-speaking environment.

• India’s lack of awareness about Japanese universities and job pathways.

• Weak promotion of student and labour mobility agreements.



• Way Forward

• Institutionalising Mobility Frameworks

• Fast-track mutual recognition of skills, credentials, and professional qualifications.

• Language Integration

• Expand Japanese language training through NEP 2020’s foreign language hubs.

• Higher Education Partnerships

• Create Indo-Japan research universities and dual-degree programmes.

• Youth Awareness Drives

• Campaigns to promote Japan as a study-and-work destination among Indian graduates.

• Cultural Diplomacy

• Use “soft diplomacy” tools — anime, cuisine, arts, and tourism — to build familiarity among 
youth.







• Bhutan’s capital, Thimphu, is preparing to host the 
Global Peace Prayer Festival (GPPF) from November 
4–19, 2025.
The event is aimed at promoting world peace, 
spiritual healing, and human compassion at a time 
of rising global conflict and polarization.



Parameter Details

Event Name Global Peace Prayer Festival (GPPF)

Dates November 4–19, 2025

Venue Thimphu, Bhutan

Organised by Royal Government of Bhutan

Main Objective To pray for world peace, healing, and spiritual unity

Participants
Eminent lamas and monks from all schools of 
Buddhism in Bhutan and neighbouring countries

Theme “Shared golden age of peace and prosperity”

Chief Host Tshering Tobgay, Prime Minister of Bhutan



• About the Festival

• The GPPF is a fortnight-long spiritual and interfaith event that brings together monks, 
scholars, and practitioners from multiple Buddhist traditions (Drukpa Kagyu, Nyingma, 
Sakya, Gelug, etc.).

• The purpose is to promote compassion, coexistence, and harmony in a world troubled 
by violence and social fragmentation.

• It will serve as a platform for dialogue and collective meditation on healing global 
divisions.

•



• Regional Significance

• The festival gains importance amid ongoing instability in Bhutan’s immediate 
neighbourhood:

• India’s Northeastern States: Ethnic and communal tensions.

• Myanmar: Continuing civil war and humanitarian crisis.

• Bangladesh & Nepal: Periodic political unrest and violent protests.

• By hosting the event, Bhutan reinforces its image as a neutral zone of peace and 
spirituality in South Asia.



• Highlight: Gelongma Ordination Ceremony

• A major attraction of GPPF 2025 will be the ‘Gelongma’ or Bhikshuni ordination
ceremony.

• Over 250 Buddhist nuns will be ordained between November 15–19, 2025.

• The event will be presided over by the spiritual head of the Drukpa Kagyu school, 
Bhutan’s largest Buddhist order.

• This is a landmark moment for gender equality in Buddhist monastic traditions, 
strengthening women’s spiritual leadership.



• Why It Matters

• Spiritual Diplomacy: Enhances Bhutan’s role as a global advocate for peace and Buddhist 
dialogue.

• Soft Power Projection: Positions Bhutan as a moral leader in global peace-building, 
similar to the role of the Vatican or Dalai Lama-led events.

• Cultural Integration: Reinforces Buddhist unity across South and Southeast Asia.

• Gender Empowerment: Promotes equality through bhikshuni ordination, addressing a 
long-standing issue in Buddhist monastic reform.



Aspect Key Details

Historical/Political Relationship
India and Bhutan share a “special & privileged” partnership. India played a key role in 
Bhutan’s development since its modernisation era. (CIAO)

Trade Volume & Growth
• Since 2014-15, bilateral trade has nearly tripled—from US$ 484 million to around US$ 1.6 
billion (2022-23) excluding electricity. (indembthimphu.gov.in) • In 2024, India’s exports to 
Bhutan stood at US$ 1.17 billion. (Trading Economics)

Trade Dependence & Share Bhutan depends heavily on India: ~80%+ of Bhutan’s trade is with India. (TaxTMI)

Composition of Trade
• Bhutan → India: electricity, ferro-silicon, dolomite, semi-finished steel products, etc. 
(mfa.gov.bt) • India → Bhutan: petroleum products, motor vehicles, machinery, steel, 
consumer goods. (mfa.gov.bt)

Connectivity & Strategic Cooperation
• India provides transit routes and land access for Bhutan (land-locked). (CIAO) • 
Hydropower cooperation is a major pillar: Bhutan exports electricity to India and India 
invests in Bhutan’s hydropower. (EconStor)

Formal Agreements
The Agreement on Trade, Commerce and Transit between Bhutan and India (1972, renewed) 
provides duty-free trade and transit provisions. (moice.gov.bt)

Investment Links
India is one of Bhutan’s largest investors; Indian companies operate in Bhutan across sectors 
like electricity, banking, manufacturing. (cgiphuentsholing.gov.in)

Challenges & Future Prospects
• Trade still relatively small in absolute terms, Bhutan’s diversification needed. • Strategic 
concern: Bhutan’s engagement with China; connectivity and infrastructure remain 
improvement areas. 

https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/sa/sa_99mup03.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.indembthimphu.gov.in/pages/NTU%2C?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tradingeconomics.com/india/exports/bhutan?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.taxtmi.com/article/detailed?id=13744&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mfa.gov.bt/rbedelhi/bhutan-india-relations/bhutan-india-trade-relations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mfa.gov.bt/rbedelhi/bhutan-india-relations/bhutan-india-trade-relations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/sa/sa_99mup03.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.econstor.eu/handle/10419/203718?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.moice.gov.bt/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Agreement-on-Trade-Commerce-and-Transit-between-Bhutan-and-India.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cgiphuentsholing.gov.in/page/india-bhutan-bilateral-relations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com




Thank you ☺


