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* “Your morning sets the tone for your
entire day — win your morning, and
you’ve already won the day.” | 4
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Cong. seeks probe into LIC’s Adani investment

Froen the Adanl Group
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Season’s first cyclonic storm brewing over Bay
of Bengal, likely to cross A.P. coast in two days
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Cong. seeks probe into LIC’s Adani investment

Party alleges misuse of public savings, claiming
nearly 33,000 cr. is invested in the Adani Group

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Congress on Sa-
T turday demanded

an inquiry by the
Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC) of Parliament in-
to what it described as a
“disturbing misuse” of Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) funds to benefit
the Adani Group.

The party alleged that
officials of the Union Minis-
try of Finance and the NITI
Aayog pushed through a
proposal in May to invest
nearly ¥33,000 crore of the
LIC’s funds in the Adani
Group to “signal confi-
dence” in the conglomer-
ate, and “encourage parti-
cipation from  other
investors”.

The allegations follow
an exposé in The Washing-

ton Post, which cited inter-
nal documents to report
how the LIC invested mo-
ney in the Adani Group af-
ter a U.S. court had indict-
ed business tycoon
Gautam Adani in a bribery
allegations case.

There was no imme-
diate response from the
Adani Group or the govern-
ment on the Congress’s al-
legations.

‘Close friends’
However, referring to The
Washington Post’s report,
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge asked why
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was “squandering”
the hard-earned money of
30 crore LIC policyhol-
ders.

“The real beneficiaries
of Direct Benefits Transfer
are not the common peo-

Bond controversy

LIC was allegedly pushed to buy Adani bonds after fraud charges, a
claim denied by the public sector insurer

& The Washington Post alleges that the
Department of Financial Services instructed
LIC to buy around $3.4 billion worth of
bonds issued by Adani Group firms

® This was allegedly
to shore up investor
confidence in the
companies after the
U.S. indictment of
senlor Adani Group
executives and
business partners

= Claims of any
instructions were
denied by the
insurance major

ple of India but rather Mr.
Modi’s close friends. Does
a common salaried middle
class person, who saves ev-
ery penny to pay the LIC
premium, even know that
Mr. Modi is using his hard-
earned savings to bail out
Adani? Isn’t this a breach
of trust? Isn’t this looting?”

Mr. Kharge said in a post
onX.

The move amounted to
using public money to bail
out a private business
house facing “serious alle-
gations of criminality”,
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh said in a state-

It reiterates the demand for Joint Parliamentary
Committee investigation into ‘Modani MegaScam’

‘Investments in
Adani firms made
independently’

NEW DELHI

Life Insurance Corporation of
India said its investments in
Adani group companies have
been made independently and
in accordance with its
board-approved policies.
“Department of Financial
Services does not have any
role in decisions,” » PAGE 11

ment. “Under whose pres-
sure did government offi-
cials decide their job was
to rescue a private compa-
ny? Is this not a textbook
case of ‘mobile phone
banking’?” he asked.

Mr. Ramesh cited inter-
nal documents reported in
the media. The invest-

ments led to losses for the
LIC, including a 7,850
crore fall in just four hours
of trading on September
21, 2024, following the in-
dictment of Mr. Adani and
seven associates in the
U.S., he said. The business
tycoon has been accused
by U.S. authorities of a
32,000 crore Dbribery
scheme related to solar

power contracts, he
added.
‘Need for investigation’

The Congress reiterated its
long-standing demand for
a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) probe into the
Adani matter, which it first
raised through its ‘Hum
Adani ke Hain Kaun’ (‘who
are we to Adani’)
campaign.

“As a first step, the PAC
should investigate how LIC

No immediate response from the Adani Group
or the government on Congress’s allegations

was forced to invest in Ada-
ni Group companies. That
will be well within its pow-
ers,” Mr. Ramesh said.

He alleged the Modi go-
vernment had “refused for
nearly a year” to serve a
summons from the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange
Commission to the Adani
Group, which he described
as “the Prime Minister’s
most favoured business
conglomerate”.

Calling it the “Modani
MegaScam”, Mr. Ramesh
said the issue went beyond
the LIC’s investment, and
included alleged misuse of
Central agencies, including
the Enforcement Directo-
rate, the Central Bureau of
Investigation, and the In-
come Tax Department to
pressure private firms into
selling assets to the Adani
Group.



The Indian National Congress has
demanded an inquiry by the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) of
Parliament into what it terms a
“disturbing misuse of public funds”
by the Life Insurance Corporation of

India (LIC) for allegedly investing

heavily in the Adani Group.

J

The issue follows a report by The
Washington Post, alleging that
Indian government officials pushed
LIC to invest about 33,000 crore (=
S4 billion) in Adani Group bonds
after a U.S. court indicted Gautam
Adani and associates in a bribery

case.
/




Issue

Misuse of Public Savings

Government Pressure

Conflict of Interest

Financial Loss

Details

LIC funds, which are people’s life-insurance savings,
were allegedly diverted to shore up investor confidence
in the Adani Group.

Ministry of Finance & NITI Aayog allegedly instructed
LIC to invest despite corporate-governance concerns.

Congress claims this was done to “bail out” the PM’s
“close friends” in the Adani conglomerate.

Congress cites a X7,850 crore fall in LIC’s market value
within four hours of trading on Sept 21 2024, after
Adani’s indictment.




Entity Statement

Denied any external pressure,
saying investments in Adani firms
were made independently under
board-approved policies.

Stated it had no role in LIC’s
Investment decisions.

LIC (Public Sector Insurer)

Department of Financial Services

No immediate response to the
Adani Group / Govt allegations as of the report’s
publication.




Background: The “Bond Controversy"”

e The Washington Post claimed LIC was instructed to buy Adani bonds worth $3.4 billion after U.S.
charges against Adani executives.
e |t alleged this was intended to shore up confidence among Indian investors post-indictment.

e LIC and the Finance Ministry have denied these instructions, calling them “false and speculative.”

Legal & Institutional Aspects

Element Relevance

Public Accounts Committee (PAC) A parliamentary committee that scrutinises govt spending and CAG reports;

can summon ministries and PSUs for explanations.

Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) India’s largest insurer; holds major stakes in public-sector and private

companies — making its investment policies of public interest.

Joint Parliamentary Committee A higher-level multi-party probe body; previously formed in major financial
(JPC) controversies (e.g., 2G & Harshad Mehta scams).



Founded

Headquarters

Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income

Total assets

1 September 1956 (69 years
ago)
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

R. Doraiswamy (CEO & MD)
Ratnakar Patnaik (MD)
Dinesh Pant (MD)

Life insurance

Health insurance
Mortgage loans
Investment management
Asset management
Pensions

A 18.88 lakh crore
(US$105.0 billion) (2025)

A 156,267 crore (US$6.7 billion)
(2025)
A 748,320 crore (US$5.7 billion)
(2025)

4 ¥56.12 lakh crore
(US$660 billion) (2025)

Total equity A ¥1.28 lakh crore
(US$15 billion) (2025)
Owner Government of India (96.5%)!112]
Number of 98,661 (2024)°!
employees
Subsidiaries LIC Pension Fund Ltd.
LIC Mutual Fund
LIC Cards Services Ltd.
LIC Housing Finance
Website licindia.in &
Footnotes / references

Financials as of 31 March 2025,
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College students to help monitor traffic
violations in Bengaluru on ASTraM app
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College students to help monitor traffic
violations in Bengaluru on ASTraM app

Chetan B.C.
BENGALURU

To curb traffic violations
near educational institu-
tions, the Bengaluru Traf-
fic Police (BTP) will roll out
a new feature on the AS-
TraM app, enabling college
students to report offences
occurring around their
campuses.

The BTP will partner
with the Aarohan Founda-
tion, which runs the ‘Pol-
ice Marshals’ initiative
aimed at conducting drug
awareness campaigns
among college students.

The foundation current-
ly operates in 100 colleges
with 14,000 student mar-
shals, who will now also

DOMT USE MOBRE PMONE
WAL DRVING

! v

Police will partner with Aarohan Foundation, running the ‘Police
Marshals’ programme with 14,000 students for the drive. FILE PHOTO

participate in the BTP’s
traffic violation monitoring
drive.

Karthik Reddy, Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), told The Hindu
that the foundation’s stu-
dent network represents a

large and valuable re-
source that can be mobil-
ised to promote traffic
awareness and help identi-
fy violators. “We will add a
‘Police Marshals’ option on
the ASTraM app, which on-
boarded students can use

to upload traffic violation
photos,” Mr. Karthik said.

Data-driven approach
While this initiative will en-
able the police to fine viola-
tors, it will also help gather
specific data to improve
traffic management and
planning.

A source from the AS-
TraM team explained that
when a police marshal logs
into the app, a menu will
list various types of viola-
tions. The marshal can se-
lect the relevant category
and upload a photo.

This data will help the
police study traffic viola-
tion trends around educa-
tional institutions and their

frequency.

ews under the PRP Act).
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» The Bengaluru Traffic Police (BTP) is rolling out a new feature in the ASTraM (Automated System
for Traffic Management) app, enlisting college students to monitor and report traffic violations
near educational institutions.

» The initiative aims to enhance road safety, encourage citizen participation, and leverage data-

driven insights for better urban traffic management.

Key Highlights

Aspect Details

Implementing Agency Bengaluru Traffic Police (BTP)

Partner Organization Aarohan Foundation, which runs the Police Marshals initiative
Participants 14,000 college students across 100 institutions

Technology Platform ASTraM App (Automated System for Traffic Management)

Objective To curb violations around educational campuses and collect real-time

data on traffic patterns



How the Initiative Works

1. Integration with ASTraM App:
A new "Police Marshals” option will be added to the app.
* Registered student volunteers can log in and upload photographs of traffic violations.
2. Violation Categories:
* The app’s interface provides a menu of common violations (signal jumping, wrong-side driving,
helmetless riding, etc.).
e Students select the relevant category and upload photographic evidence.
3. Data Collection & Use:
* The system compiles reports to identify hotspots of repeated violations.
» Enables BTP to plan enforcement drives and infrastructure improvements around schools and

colleges.



Feature Details

Scope Operates in 100 colleges in Bengaluru
. .l Drug awareness, social sensitization, and civic
Activities
engagement
Monitoring and reporting road safety violations
New Role 5 P 5 Y

under the BTP partnership




Expected Benefits
Community Policing:

e Promotes collaboration between youth and police, encouraging responsible citi:

Behavioral Change:

e Increases deterrence among habitual violators near campuses.

Technology-Enabled Governance:

o Utilizes citizen-generated data for evidence-based decision-making.

Urban Planning Insights:

e Helps identify accident-prone zones and improve traffic infrastructure.



Challenge

Data Privacy

False Reporting Risk

Over-policing Concerns

Required Safeguard

Ensure photos and user
Information are protected under
IT & privacy laws.

Verification mechanism by BTP
before Initiating fines.

Maintain focus on awareness,
not punishment.



Wiy, Ctoling 30, 2038
AL

THE NDU

News

Pakistan must end
rights violations in
occupied areas: India

oy
altiban, Tidla b -.-nnl

y
s Huastan siwtits viala:
L ln LR IMM [
1 Ihopal Ao,
hee u» p.,ummm I i
'o'mn v

m'( ll‘ll
lon, | brutaity
el

" ml

o mwde by l'vll'lﬂln oty
oy e e UN: Seviity
I'n e o

he United mm-m- e

-nm "1 m ..m,«. of jafn

v
Vhelr hurdamerital Hghty tn
avvondanis WA Tt

Latlan 6 I ogen vewlt
AL Pakiniancs military
occupation,  ceprension,
My and Wlewnl explor
LION O FoRnurcy:
pald. Mo clheud st the 60,
ool Ruaurly ol

ks o arary ges
POl oAt
“An outdated Council ar
e
geopolurical * teniiiue of
1045 1 not eauipped to
handie e chatlone of
i wd, culling foe
ath permn
anil

S
. The envay relter
Wl (el JAK Thas Dewn, is,
I by b’ i drne-
Jeruk el ittt part of
i

~Wa call unan Pakisan
w e

[
w .l violariona
2% th urcan kogally ocer

pioed By B, Whiows (e gropr

I v-.uhw e neh e
I vl et e
e W Wt Ve
Gloks i have &
roar olcu " I ot
decislon-making”

1. Hiatinh fursher e
pharised e need 1o revi
{itee Wuw Ciarvaen} At

ae tha UN°W princioul
Setlbeerative el gl

b f U LN CTad T

Kin struggle to make contact with
Indians stuck in Russian war zone

Labatn ugy thee nacter withy Rusesbars anthon es andd insdsted that the practice of red

u
o from
Tomaia, But I yet 1o receive
wny reapernse

g AN, M Kun
Ay younger brother, Nid
Towwry sniliabesd 1 fhe Han
san Ay aial Taroesd e
aht in llw WK A 4
Mabania
family g
claimy madle by many oth
o0 A inen 01w T CoRin
.

Al ot twe bndinos
D Dwwas billend byl war
sinice Beprembor, and the
Tunily ok dhein
OF KA D

San Army] fad 1010 tharm

SANA00P DI i e SVRTad 10 The K
Wusmnio Llraina linesher. | v cuntriinn have hoan st war

Il e wan el it
POTELIILY 10 apenk 1 G-
low, e thay will bo enter.
ing  nonetwink kane, e
wiks hitwd by @ Conrator
e byt i ban soldiors

Hon W

FUARPONT Wik COTiTReat
od i o and othars were
ke 0 e border 1o

Wikl ot w v lapin o Joah S el 1y
tes, Howab rever mearit sty 8 yer REo
ok the was " e Hanla
A

e wabdd Lt of ly

Tus HA e o added U ki

f N wkar, anhasy 0 Mowo and
iathvan. his Oroet i Mindstry of Sixternal Af:

al
fadrn (MEA) have formed
hain thit they ware swisl
W raNponee e

wnrolbod 1 & RussAn Lan-
EVMABO COnrm (1 Moreaw i
Fesrsfary: [
WEuM 20, e wits
approactwd by an gt
W e " TN
!

||wllnlv oy from
B T Ty (R PR T

Cwo relatives
Al "

dry dsiviting. 1o Wi Lold
Chat after w15 cay ot
oo, he will Ravo the alr

oo
g

1) ALY w00 S0rcant 10 NN 4 Ko wild 16 on
-

oy 24, 2003 .
Bl 7. Thi (W i e
wolled 1o Makcaw In Apoll

LUl weed by

vt enlivted i e Wi
b Aoy

Wl b IR
“rhey s forced o it
lvullmyl'v

K of tnmu A
e V\llw dlmwl W hve
MATOrTAtion That Al el
wo Indiuns  have  been

Bltheck ws Fur white thees b
boon no communicition
with the ‘|
M oy

ather 25, jnelud
Rablvan,” wiid B

¥
ey have well
ot

i o
Modi sooking hix
Bl s lacatiog thwle wiie

e MEA husd sabd previousdy that i uad
e i i Uhe war be ended

reabours
Tve whir

APy, I
Gk Hwtaslned 13, & dty
or The Hndu voportesd

Delnk thng
Aok, the
Ptk

0
e
uu mu mattor

with Hussinn ~
(DRI i w,
-vul-nm lllu- IMI ‘Mrll v

o 1a) b
o and unl uul e
ks b 1wl

R haey
tatamats that i

h
waldd I
no donger admitn ndians
It I Ay, audifng it was
el

wanklig I Felien Voo
nation® with Indian suth-
s b by e
bt rhathiona

n Jwea

vw Dot al

T Mmrancs came n
ter Prime Min Naron
dra Mol n.m- e bavie

Wt ey o il jolie,

Tensions ri
In L. over
slogans on
temple walls

‘e AU R sAG
LUERNOW

Turslon m-uu ued 118 T
) rh dl

" llllw l”
Uy Aoy samidaniiiod e
Vet winie vellsons ul
Hons akiely A L
Mnlunun.-i" on e walle
ol Bt
vl u P Gm g
polica indervwintion and du
playment of Iwiyy force to
Canibol peatamiery who Ah
Iumcl nmm.m weere befrg
ks camnminal

lulnvmnv.
e were wilfien in
Tl Al oun slifTor vk
HHmrwAnpL

POV MY ARt bance 1o

aw Wt order. However,
T protesters sought s
hny bt (e calpiniia,

e Al

ounding

iyl wlang wih
co ey 10

il Whe fempbes of
Mulaqiguely und muwun
e vilhages, Wi

v
Sonlor iuv«lml»nﬂam of
Wolice, Algar,

Damage control

P oot
Sty A aeees Waen g

flaton skt Hn

s g

Jaruls iy
AW DL

wan
Ay, Kininant
Juyane Vishna
Wi pianedd uway In May,
war announced the teck
plent of the Vigyan Bty
!

U

el o ihn
w.mn Shirt evearce) ay
nwndia Peatap Kingh,
wur M hunied Ahaikh, X,
Thangans, Pradoen Thaps
HL Andruddha Badchandos

nkats  Moban,

Vi

Centre announces Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar for scientific achievements

clon hd bugn ousted at the
Tar minue An (ndepen
A pansl -~ the Sy
Vigyun I'nvllkm Commit.
A, sveim o Pl
1 Nkt T M or - e
award oy

W e
he  Minter  of
wind Twehnhigy.

Al ik
uun n

ll lmmlww Mothe MIRAMr
1 o on the
lt(‘lllvlwndﬂlni

e Vigyan S alime

Anasdia, i Fiss
Wakiur Kah kaprva
Man, lnbYAlm ht u\ bt
Jow, Klowwta 1w Agiawal,
el KUIAT, AT K
A Agrawal, Surbd Shis.
ant More, Ankus Gang wid
Motunaankar  Svipraka-
wan

The Viysts Toain awi
w the GEII Aromae

LA
Lant August, ahead of
Nt Ky Day, 3134,

Nurfinar, whis 08sed s In Way this yeur, sna
'

LS T .
1y wisa Bl i the
Pt Whavan, with
et Dl
pronenting the awards hl
A0 pelontis, This year, the
ANBOUNCRINE hid Been
delayad  Jor neirly two
e, Lt your, o
st

o I
il aF e i)

fotime
|

Butions
e

dixtieguieied b
WA iy ek ol subenioe
wnet toetimmlony. VIgyan Yu
yourg

Wi award e for

Invalid votes, cross-voting
pulled NC's vote share down
in each round of the J&K poll

WRINAGAN

The btenmial wlection o
tha four Kajy
M I
Wik
vl vaon "
W fomaida ol pmlbiy
CavAmOg I BacT TOMNL.
The'. Natonal “Confe:
lth.'- NG
8, while HI' l\"'
Anaaee the reimeinirg ve
" - II-IIIVHII\ win,

W

(lmn i -m MI(
(R

Thouah the |AK Assenily

1 ol
M A, T NCS MY

Bt 0
Barvann baaged 58 volew
annal (e TTIT A MY ik TN

T

ol wranigth 0 thel House.,
Thw SC, Whici g 41
Wi auppor d b
mal parties
"w twllh thi MLA
Congrem (X, and CPIO
Awnnl el Party,
MLA vah

e

hough the .
nly PA.' Iabicating
COoa u.
lw lhin  roaund of
e NES Virte:
nlll l\nl

[
o

ha

ot N vnl-n. lom ol
wtrength in

P while i
CHm wnek

T Nabil frar h..“vn "
vt 21 Virioa, veapwtively.
mnnmnr-mml " N okt
tous

-uml vt

‘Centre, T.N. should
work together on
paddy procurement’
pAER T ITR LTI

yeLLe

Undon w tad n- AalmL
Waklare,

o I o,
ul\mn’ mml £ M ey
[

Gortrewint i Teimdt Ny

Wbt on paddy JWa:  Snew) Sindh CHouhen
curament (o the henw

wo -l- nhl wark together

Record number of festival
trains, says Vaishnaw; Rahul
decries ‘unsafe, packed travel

Fhse Mo Muruan
HEW DL

g raady trw.
vellod .uum1 “ite femiiv

o 2 « vrove by

st i the ¥ate.
iy 10 Pkl
Cumtre h- never done
much urement
Taw done tow. The Ms
padlily b wlws Tiewn
Eamased®, I skl
The Minlster was Twew

Pldy o l e af e Vikalt Kt
W 10 2% il 40 rakl  SWAKAIP ABRIVAR (YKSAY
W st D atnwide  Canpakg
gach other [Cemto and e that colebratos Widia's o

N governiment], iatead, Ko in agricuinne

Juant abOUE 47N 8
Al nine were run in Dee.
el Al

SnaOther Crowel managn
v

foty of e rall-
wiyn hae tmipraved. 1h
) nex

or'd ophe 1 bl
i oy 1ot AATED 108 o
A 10 U 12,006 peciing

traine during he. festive
with 11 Lmbor o
he Cpgaiton In the tAY

Kalahia, Badiil Ganathl, 0

ot (st

w gty all
o itinast

Awnpien claki o

g
mranded ox forcod to travel
I st sl

M. Gt sald
A e il were

b g the lowveey -

i nonth
fostivals all, Mhal
Do) and l.llhulh whan
puople  bom 1o

ke 10 thelr” fa
1ty e

o wevl eonly,

v i (15000 g

Clal wanart he aakd o
x




Centre announces Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar for scientific achievements

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Centre announced the
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar
(RVP) — its Padma-style na-
tional awards for scientific
achievement with 24 indi-
vidual awards and one
team honour — on Satur-
day. Eminent physicist
Jayant Vishnu Narlikar,
who passed away in May,
was announced the reci-
pient of the Vigyan Ratna,
an award for lifetime
contribution.

This year, eight scien-
tists were selected for the
Vigyan Shri awards: Gya-
nendra Pratap Singh, Yu-
suf Mohammed Shaikh, K.
Thangaraj, Pradeep Thapa-
lil, Aniruddha Balchandra
Pandit, Venkata Mohan,
Mahan Mj and Jayan N.

Recipients for the Vi-
gyan Yuva awards: Jagadis
Gupta Kapuganti, Satendra
Kumar Mangrauthia, De-
barka Sengupta, Deepa

4 3

Jayant Vishnu Narlikar, who passed away in May this year, was

announced the recipient of the Vigyan Ratna. THULASI KAKKAT

Agashe, Dibyendu Das,
Waliur Rahman, Arkaprava
Basu, Sabyasachi Mukher-
jee, Shweta Prem Agrawal,
Suresh Kumar, Amit Ku-
mar Agrawal, Surhud Shri-
kant More, Ankur Garg and
Mohansankar Sivapraka-
sam.

The Vigyan Team award
went to the CSIR Aroma
Mission.

Last August, ahead of
National Space Day, 2024,

the inaugural RVP ceremo-
ny was held at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan, with Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu
presenting the awards to
33 scientists. This year, the
announcement had been
delayed for nearly two
months. Last year, there
were allegations that the
award selection process
was not fair, and specula-
tion that those scientists
critical of government poli-

cies had been ousted at the =+
last minute. An indepen-
dent panel — the Rashtriya
Vigyan Puraskar Commit-
tee, steered by the Princi-
pal Scientific Adviser — de-
cides on award recipients
and makes a recommenda-
tion to the Minister of
Science and Technology. It
is unclear if the Minister
has a veto on the
recommendation.

The Vigyan Ratna aims
at recognising lifetime
achievements and contri-
butions made in any field
of science and technology.
Vigyan Shri is awarded for
distinguished  contribu-
tions in any field of science
and technology. Vigyan Yu-
va award is for young
scientists under the age of
45 years to recognise their
exceptional contributions.
Vigyan Team award will be
given every year to a team,
comprising three or more
scientists, researchers or
innovators.



The Government of India has
introduced the Rashtriya
Vigyan Puraskar (RVP) — a
Padma-style national honour
dedicated to recognizing
excellence in science and
technology.

The awards aim to celebrate

scientists, researchers, and

innovators for their significant

contributions across various
fields of science.




Category
Type of Award

Launched by

Administered by

Venue of Ceremony
Presented by

Frequency

Description

National-level scientific honour (similar
to Padma Awards)

Ministry of Science and Technology

Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar Committee
(RVPC), chaired by the Principal
Scientific Adviser

Rashtrapati Bhavan
President of India

Annually



Category

Vigyan Ratna

Vigyan Shri

Vigyan Yuva

Vigyan Team Award

Purpose / Criteria

Lifetime achievement award for
outstanding contributions to science and
technology.

For distinguished scientific contributions
across disciplines.

For scientists below 45 years of age
showing exceptional promise.

For team contributions (minimum 3
members) in collaborative research or
innovation.



2024 RVP Highlights

Total Awards: 25 (24 individual + 1 team)
Chief Recipient:

e Late Jayant Vishnu Narlikar, eminent astrophysicist — awarded the Vigyan Ratna

(posthumously) for lifetime achievement.
Vigyan Shri Awardees (8 scientists):

e Gyanendra Pratap Singh, Yusuf Mohammed Shaikh, K. Thangaraj, Pradeep Thapa, Aniruddha

Bhalchandra Pandit, Venkata Mohan, Mahan MJ, Jayan N.
Vigyan Yuva Awardees:

e Jagadis Gupta Kapuganti, Satendra Kumar Mangrauthia, Debarka Sengupta, Deepa Agashe,
Dibyendu Das, Waliur Rahman, Arkaprava Basu, Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Shweta Prem Agrawal,
Suresh Kumar, Amit Kumar Agrawal, Surhud Shrikanth More, Ankur Garg, Mohanasankar
Sivaprakasam.

Vigyan Team Award:
 CSIR Aroma Mission — recognized for collaborative excellence in applied science and

innovation.



Key Objectives

1.

National Recognition:
Honour Indian scientists working in diverse research domains — from fundamental sciences to

applied technology.

. Encourage Young Talent:

Provide motivation to emerging researchers and innovators below 45 years.

. Promote Team Collaboration:

Acknowledge institutional or interdisciplinary scientific teamwork.

. Highlight India’'s Scientific Identity:

Establish a national equivalent to international honours like the Nobel or Breakthrough Prize, rooted in

Indian ethos.

Governance & Selection Process

The Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar Committee (RVPC) recommends recipients to the Minister of
Science & Technology.

Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India heads the committee.

The selection is based on scientific merit, innovation, and impact.

Notably, it is unclear whether the Minister retains veto power over the committee’s

recommendations.



Rank

Award

India Science Award

Infosys Prize

G. D. Birla Award for
Scientific Research

Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar Prize for
Science and
Technology

Vigyan Ratna Award

Prize Money

¥ 25 lakh (~US
$30,000) (Wikipedia)

US $100,000 (~X 80+
lakh) (IndiaBioscience)

T 5 lakh (Wikipedia)

T 5 lakh
(ssbprize.gov.in)

(Cash prize details not
clearly specified)
(Wikipedia)

Notes

Lifetime contribution
award in India (though
currently discontinued).

Indian-based prize,
awarded to researchers
(India/abroad).

Indian scientists below
age 50.

Prestigious Indian
award for outstanding
research (age <45).

New Indian award for
lifetime achievement in
S&T.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_Science_Award?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indiabioscience.org/news/2023/infosys-prize-awardees-announced-for-2023?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G._D._Birla_Award_for_Scientific_Research?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ssbprize.gov.in/Content/prizes.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vigyan_Ratna_Award?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Breakthrough Prize

Prize Money

US $3 million (~X 25 + crore)
(Wikipedia)

Notes

One of the largest cash prizes in
science globally (Life sciences,
fundamental physics, mathematics).

TWAS Apex Award

Balzan Prize

US $100,000 (TWAS)

CHF 750,000 (~US $840,000) (AP
News)

Prize for scientists from developing
countries.

For major scientific and
humanitarian achievements.

Wittgenstein Award

Kavli Prize

Up to €1.5 million (~US $1.6-1.7
million) (Wikipedia)

US $1 million (crdfglobal.org)

Austrian science award for excellent
scientific work.

For astrophysics, nanoscience and
neuroscience; top global recognition.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakthrough_Prize_in_Life_Sciences?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://twas.org/opportunities/awards-and-medals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/2b983be04ad8ac389a19aa0f3bc94463?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wittgenstein_Award?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.crdfglobal.org/insights/giving-scientists-pat-back-7-science-prizes-arent-nobels/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Lifeline of sitcoms and satire, Satish Shah passes away

Anuj Kumar

NEW DELHI

An effortless performer
who made even a corpse a
timeless monument of In-
dian cinema, Satish Shah
bid adieu in Mumbai on Sa-
turday from kidney failure.
Not just a supporting
player, Shah was often the
spark that lit scenes with
humour and elevated his
co-actors’ performances.
Creating an endearing
amalgam of instinct, intel-
lect, and improvisation,
Shah brought an irreve-
rence to his roles that few
could match. Lifeline of
many a sitcom, he became
a household name with Ye
Jo Hai Zindagi, where he
played a rainbow of roles,
and hit the high point of his
career with Sarabhai vs Sa-
rabhai in which, as the mis-
chief-loving, Gujarati pa-
triarch Indravardhan
Sarabhai, he made fun of
the shenanigans of the
bourgeois class and impact

of western values on Indian
society in a measured per-
formance. The series and
his playful jabs at his elitist
wife, Maya, played by Rat-
na Pathak Shah, have stood
the test of time and found
love across generations.
He maintained that Indra-
vardhan was a reflection of
his real self.

As Indian television
shifted from the sedate
Doordarshan to the sparkly
private satellite television,
Shah was among the most
popular faces on the small
screen, with series like Fil-
my Chakkar, Ghar Jamai,
and All The Best.

He was born in Mumbai
in 1951 into a Gujarati busi-
ness family. Bitten by the
acting bug early, he started
with Gujarati and Hindi
theatre. A product of St.
Xavier’s College in Mum-
bai, where the cultural
scene was at its acme in the
1970s, Shah was junior to
Shabana Azmi and Farooq
Shaikh, and senior to Anil

SATISH SHAH (1951 - 2025)

Kapoor and Mazhar Khan.
He took the theatre route to
the Film and Television In-
stitute of India, where he
came into contact with Na-
seeruddin Shah, Kundan
Shah, and his life partner,
Madhu.

A gold medallist in act-
ing, Shah was not consi-
dered hero material by Bol-
lywood. After a few years of
struggle where he featured

in bit roles in films like Um-
rao Jaan, Shah, ironically,
made his presence felt as
the corpse of the corrupt
Municipal Commissioner
De Mello in Kundan'’s cult
comedy Jaane Bhi Do Yaa-
ro (1983). His chemistry
with Kundan went back
to Ye Jo Hai Zindagi days,
and the two Gujaratis con-
jured up comedy gold.
Stuffed into a coffin for

most of the running time of
the film, Shah made his
performance as a corpse
become an enduring state-
ment of a rotting bureauc-
racy and an absurd system.
The lifeless form became
the living symbol of the rot
that spurs the comedy of
the ridiculous. He would
say he never played a role;
he became one.

From the physical come-
dy of Peechha Karo
(1986) and Hatim Tai
(1990) to the pure masala
camp of Main Hoona Na
(2004), over the years Shah
displayed his mastery of all
forms of comedy. Shah pro-
vided comic relief in a se-
ries of horror flicks in the
1980s. His turn as a wan-

nabe director Hitcock
in Veerana (1988) became
quite a rage.

Off-screen, he was a soft-
spoken person who loved
good food and would in-
dulge in serious discussion
of the art of acting, timing,
and the role of an artist in

B

society. Not one to plan his
career, whenever he was
tested, he imbued light-
hearted roles with emo-
tional depth. Be it the dean
of Dilwale Dulhania Le
Jayenge (1995) or Shah
Rukh Khan's uncle in Kal
Ho Naa Ho (2003), Shah
was the emotional pillar of

many a star-studded struc-
ture.
Elevating ensemble

casts without overshadow-
ing leads, Shah appeared in
cameos marked by
nuanced pauses, sarcasm,
and impeccable comic tim-
ing. His unique dialogue
delivery and improvisation
turned ordinary lines into
punchlines.

When social media
gained currency, his cha-
racters and dialogues be-
came a popular ingredient
for the meme mills. In the
past decade, he had cut
down on assignments due
to a lack of challenging
roles and had focused on
mentoring.

ANX



Veteran actor Satish Shah, one of Indian cinema and television’s most beloved comic performers, passed
away in Mumbai on Saturday, after suffering from kidney failure.
Renowned for his effortless humor, sharp wit, and improvisational brilliance, Shah was more than a

supporting actor — he was the spark that elevated every ensemble he was part of.

Early Life and Education

e Born: 1951, Mumbai, into a Gujarati business family.

e Education: Studied at St. Xavier's College, Mumbai, where he was junior to Shabana Azmi and
Farooq Shaikh.

e Trained at the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune, alongside Naseeruddin Shah,
Kundan Shah, and Mazhar Khan.

» A gold medallist in acting, Shah's early years were spent doing Gujarati and Hindi theatre before

transitioning to film and television.



Show

Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi (1984)

Sarabhai vs Sarabhai
(2004-2006, 2017)

Filmy Chakkar, Ghar
Jamai, All The Best

Character / Role

Played multiple comic roles

Indravardhan Sarabhai —
witty, mischievous patriarch

Leading comic roles

Impact

Made him a household name;
first Indian sitcom to reach
urban families.

Became one of Indian
television’s most iconic comic
characters; his humor defined
middle-class satire.

Reinforced his status as the
"Face of Indian Sitcoms"
during the 1990s satellite TV
boom.



Cinema Contributions
* Notable Films:
Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro (1983), Peechha Karo (1986), Hatim Tai (1990), Main Hoon Na (2004), Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995), Kal Ho Naa Ho (2003).

» InJaane Bhi Do Yaaro, Shah's portrayal of Municipal Commissioner De Mello’s corpse became a
timeless satire on corruption and bureaucracy — a role that turned absurdity into art.

e QOver four decades, he mastered physical, situational, and dark comedy — often through nuanced

sarcasm and timing unmatched by his contemporaries.

Acting Style & Legacy
* Blended intellect with instinct, irony with empathy, and satire with sensitivity.

e His humor, while effortless, was rooted in keen observation of middle-class life and bureaucratic

absurdities.
e Improvisation, a hallmark of his craft, made even the simplest dialogues memorable.
» Whether in DDLJ as the genial uncle or in Kal Ho Naa Ho as Shah Rukh Khan's affectionate relative,

Shah lent warmth and emotional depth to comedic settings.
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India-ASEAN ties making steady progress: PM

He says the current century belongs to India and
ASEAN, which represent a quarter of the globe

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia-ASEAN strategic

partnership has conti-

nued to prosper des-
pite the prevailing “era of
uncertainties”, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Sunday.

Delivering his opening
remarks virtually at the
22nd ASEAN-India summit
being held in the Malaysian
capital of Kuala Lumpur,
Mr. Modi described ASEAN
as a “cultural partner” of
India, and announced
further deepening of India-
ASEAN cooperation in the
domain of maritime securi-
ty in 2026.

“Even in this era of un-
certainties, India-ASEAN
comprehensive strategic
partnership has continued
to make steady progress.
And this strong partner-
ship of ours is emerging as
arobust foundation for glo-
bal stability and develop-

progress. This strong
partnership of ours
isemerging as a
robust foundation
for global stability
and development

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

ment,” the Prime Minister
said in his remarks that
were telecast to the
summit.

‘Shared values’

Mr. Modi welcomed Timor-
Leste as the newest mem-
ber of ASEAN, and said In-
dia and ASEAN together re-
presented nearly
one-fourth of the global
population and the two

Even in this era

of uncertainties,
India-ASEAN Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership has
continued to make steady

sides were connected by
“historical ties and shared
values”,

“The 21st century is our
century, the century of In-
dia and ASEAN,” he said.

Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim, who
co-chaired the ASEAN-In-
dia summit, said India-
ASEAN relationship was
rooted in the “values of
friendship, trust, and

PM announces further deepening of relations in
the domain of maritime security in the year 2026

Cong. targets PM
as Trump repeats
oil imports claim

NEW DELHI

Hours after U.S. President
Donald Trump reiterated that
India will cut down its imports
of Russian oil “completely”, the
Congress criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, saying
his “hugplomacy™ was

not visible in Kuala

Lumpur. » PAGE 4

shared interests”.

“Among the issues and
matters discussed were ef-
forts to finalise the ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods
Agreement (AITIGA) and
the implementation of the
ASEAN-India Plan of Ac-
tion 2026-2030 to streng-
then cooperation in trade,
investment, education,
food security and techno-
logical development,” Mr.

Ibrahim said.

He appreciated close
ties between India and the
ASEAN region in the fields
of education, economy,
and culture.

Mr. Modi said the AITI-
GA could “unleash the full
economic potential” of In-
dia-ASEAN relationship.

Humanitarian aid

Mr. Modi said India and the
ASEAN member-states in
Southeast Asia were “com-
panions in the Global
South”, and promised that
India would work with the
ASEAN countries to ad-
vance digital inclusion,
food security, and resilient
supply chains “amid global
challenges”.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to India’s active par-
ticipation in humanitarian
assistance and disaster re-
lief activities in the ASEAN
region, and said that to
deepen maritime relation
between the two sides,

2026 would be declared
“ASEAN-India Year of Mari-
time Cooperation™.

Mr. Modi mentioned the
danger posed by terrorism
and reminded the need for
unity in fighting terror. “At
the same time, we are stea-
dily advancing our cooper-
ation in education, tou-
rism, science and
technology, health, green
energy, and cybersecuri-
ty,” he said, highlighting
the “shared cultural herit-
age” and “people-to-peo-
ple” ties between India
and the ASEAN
member-states.

While addressing the
heads of governments of
the ASEAN region, Mr. Mo-
di conveyed his condolenc-
es to the Royal Family and
the people of Thailand on
the passing of the Queen
Mother.

The ASEAN summit be-
gan on Sunday with the ar-
rival of heads of the mem-
ber-countries as well as

Modi promises that India will work for digital
inclusion, and also resilient supply chains

President Donald Trump
of the United States. Ahead
of the ASEAN summit, Mr.
Modi had called Mr. Ibra-
him on October 23 and in-
formed him that he would
deliver the speech at the
summit virtually.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar is leading the
Indian delegation at Kuala
Lumpur and he will lead
the Indian delegation at
the East Asia summit on
Monday.

India’s relations with
the ASEAN member-states
had received top level fo-
cus since January this year
when Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto
was hosted here as the
guest of honour at the 76th
Republic Day celebrations.

Singapore Prime Minis-
ter Lawrence Wong visited
India in September, and
before that, Philippines
President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. visited India in
the first week of August.



Trade Balance (Exports -

Fiscal Year Exports to ASEAN Imports from ASEAN Total Trade Imports)
2018-19 ~ 37.47 ~59.32 ~ 96.80 ~-21.85
2019-20 ~ 31.55 ~ 55.37 ~ 86.92 ~-23.82
2020-21 ~ 31.49 ~47.42 ~78.90 ~-15.93
2021-22 ~42.32 ~ 68.08 ~110.40 ~-25.76

2022-23 ~44.00 ~ 87.57 ~131.57 ~-43.57



e At the 22nd ASEAN-India Summit held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed that the India-ASEAN
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) continues to make “steady
progress” despite global uncertainties.

He called ASEAN a “cultural partner” of India and emphasized
deepening cooperation in maritime security, education, technology,
and resilient supply chains by 2026.



Parameter Details

Event 22nd ASEAN-India Summit (2025)
Venue Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Mode PM Modi addressed virtually
Host Malaysian PM Anwar lIbrahim
Indian Delegation Lead (on-site) f;(itsehr;\r?ll(aA:fairs Minister Dr. 5.
Key Theme “Shared Values, Shared Future”

ASEAN-India Year of Maritime

Upcoming Year Declared as Cooperation — 2026



PM Modi's Key Messages

1. Robust Strategic Partnership
* Despite the “era of uncertainties”, India-ASEAN relations remain a pillar of stability and
development in the Indo-Pacific.
* ASEAN described as India’'s “cultural and civilizational partner”.
2. Shared Values and Complementarity
» India and ASEAN together represent one-fourth of the global population and share historical,
cultural, and economic ties.
* The 21st century, Modi said, “belongs to India and ASEAN".
3. Economic & Trade Cooperation
» India aims to finalise the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) and implement the
ASEAN-India Plan of Action 2026-2030 to expand cooperation in:
* Trade & investment
* Food security
« Technology
* Green energy & digital economy
4. Humanitarian and People-to-People Linkages
« India to enhance cooperation in:
« Education, tourism, science & technology, health, cybersecurity, and disaster response.
« Emphasis on “people-to-people” ties, a key element of India's Act East Policy.
5. Security & Maritime Cooperation
* India reaffirmed its support for a free, ope |, nd rules-based Indo-Pacific aligned with
ASEAN's Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP).



Dimension

Geopolitical

Economic

Security
Cultural

Humanitarian

India’s Strategic Interest
Counterbalance to China’s influence in Indo-Pacific.
Boost trade (currently ~S110 billion); diversify supply

chains.

Collaborate on counter-terrorism, maritime patrols,
and cyber resilience.

Promote Buddhist and civilizational linkages.

Disaster relief, pandemic response, and digital
inclusion.



* India—ASEAN Relations Overview

 Established: 1992 (Sectoral Dialogue
Partner)

e Upgraded to Summit Level: 2002
* Strategic Partnership: 2012

 Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
(CSP): 2022

* Trade Target: $200 billion by 2030
* Connectivity Projects:

* India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway

e Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project

* Digital and maritime connectivity
Initiatives




Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a
regional grouping that promotes economic, political,
and security cooperation. It was established in 1967
with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok
Declaration).

_® MEMBERS _

Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

-
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e WHY IN NEWS?

Recently, India participated in the 17th
ASEAN-India Virtual Summit. The summit focused
on measures to recover from the economic turmoil
triggered by the Covid-19 pandemic and ways to
further broad-base strategic ties.

ASEAN is considered one of the most influential
groupings in the region, and India and several other
countries including the US, China, Japan and Australia
are its dialogue partners. It is India's 4th largest trading
partner with about USD 86.9 billion in trade.




ASEAN Member Countries
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Satellite for
armed forces
to be launched
next week

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) will
launch military communi-
cations satellite CMS-03 on
November 2 from the Sat-
ish Dhawan Space Centre
in Sriharikota.

The CMS-03 communi-
cation satellite, also known
as GSAT7R, will be
launched by the Launch
Vehicle Mark 3 (LVM3).

Heavy satellite

“CMS-03 is a multi-band
communication satellite
that will provide services
over a wide oceanic region
including the Indian land-
mass. CMS-03, weighing
about 4,400 kg, will be the
heaviest communication
satellite to be launched to
Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit (GTO) from Indian
soil,” the ISRO said on
Sunday.

The launch vehicle has
been fully assembled and
integrated with the space-
craft, and has been moved
to the launch pad on Sun-
day for further pre-launch
operations, it added,

The launch of CMS-03
will be the first by the
LVM3 rocket in over two
years. The last time the
rocket was deployed was in
July 2023 to launch the his-
toric Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion from Sriharikota.



* The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to launch a new military
communications satellite — CMS-03 (GSAT-7R) — on November 2, 2025, from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.

The launch will mark a significant boost to India’s defence communication network and
the first deployment of the LVM3 rocket since the Chandrayaan-3 mission in July 2023.



Parameter
Satellite Name
Mission Type
Launch Vehicle
Launch Site
Launch Date

Orbit Type
Satellite Weight
Coverage

Primary Objective

Details

CMS-03 (also known as GSAT-7R)
Military communication satellite

LVM3 (Launch Vehicle Mark 3)

Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota
November 2, 2025

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)

~4,400 kg (one of India’s heaviest communication
satellites)

Indian landmass + wide oceanic region

Secure, multi-band communication support for India’s
armed forces




About CMS-03 (GSAT-7R)

e Purpose:
Designed to enhance real-time, secure communication among the Indian Army, Navy, and Air
Force, and other strategic defence users.
 Features:
e Multi-band transponders (UHF, S-band, C-band, and Ku-band).
e Extended coverage across the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) — vital for naval operations.
e Improved encryption, redundancy, and data throughput for secure military communications.
e Significance:
e Serves as the successor to GSAT-7A and GSAT-7B series, which currently serve the IAF and
Navy.
 Enhances network-centric warfare capabilities — enabling seamless coordination between sea,
air, and land forces.

e Reduces dependence on foreign satellites for strategic communication.



Defence Communications
Backbone:
Provides dedicated,
encrypted communication
channels for the armed
forces.

Strategic Importance

Space-Based Command
Systems: Indigenisation:
Supports integrated Reinforces India’s
command operations, joint Atmanirbhar Bharat vision
military exercises, and in defence technology.
emergency responses.

Maritime Security:
Expands surveillance and
coordination capability
across the Indian Ocean
Region, crucial for India’s
naval dominance.




Japan seeks Indian workers
but people-to-people ties lag

Japan, with one-third of its population over the age of 65, requires a workforce, academics for research, and a market for its

goods, while India, with 65% of its 1.4 billion population under 35, faces rising pressure to create opportunities for its youth

Suhasini Haidar
TOKYO

ince 1981, when Su-
s zuki Motor Corpora-

tion set up a factory
in India to manufacture the
Maruti car, the Japanese
company has been a by-
word for bilateral ties, Ken-
ichi Ayukawa, executive
vice-president and chief
global marketing officer,
who headed Maruti Suzuki
operations in India from
2013 to 2022, says.

Suzuki was among the
first to bring Japanese engi-
neers to India to stream-
line processes and train In-
dian workers to build the
car. With both New Delhi
and Tokyo seeking solu-
tions to Japan’s ageing pop-
ulation and India’s burge-
oning youth population,
the company is now re-
versing that trend.

“Suzuki is now trying to
invite a lot of Indians to Ja-
pan, training them and
helping them develop
technology in Japan,” Mr.
Ayukawa said, accompa-
nied by Indian scholar and
Suzuki executive Chandrali
Sarkar. Ms, Sarkar first
came to Japan to study at
Keio University and has
been working on India op-
erations at Suzuki's Hama-

matsu headquarters, about
250 km from Tokyo, since
2022. She noted that while
some hesitation among In-
dians stems from limited
Japanese language skills,
the broader challenge is
unfamiliarity with Japan.
“Japan should know
more about India and vice
versa. Especially the next
generation needs to con-
nect, and we need more In-
dian students, engineers,
professionals to come to Ja-
pan,” said Kenji Hiramatsu,
Chairman of the Institute
for International Strategy
at The Japan Research In-

T.«. -~ :
)

Low numbers: Japan ranks 34th among countries where Indian students pursue higher education.
Only about 1,500 Indian students are currently registered in Japan, #p

stitute (JRI), and Japan's
Ambassador to India from
2015 to 2019, “It is impor-
tant that we change the
mindset of Indian youth
that Japan is a special
partner for India,” he ad-
ded, noting that the cur-
rent number of Indians stu-
dying in Japan is far below
its potential.

Japan opens doors

According to a parliamen-
tary response from the In-
dian Ministry of Education
last year, Japan ranks 34th
among countries where In-
dian students pursue high-

er education. Only about
1,500 Indian students are
currently registered in Ja-
pan, a small fraction of
more than 3.3 lakh foreign
students in the country.
Employment figures are si-
milarly modest: about
54,000 Indians work in Ja-
pan, one-fourth of the 2.3
lakh Nepali citizens among
a total of 23 lakh foreign
workers.

To address this shortfall,
Japan is preparing to open
its doors to thousands like
Ms. Sarkar under an “Ac-
tion Plan" launched by
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and former Japanese
Prime Minister Shigeru Ish-
iba in August. The plan
aims to facilitate five lakh
workforce exchanges over
the next five years, includ-
ing the movement of
50,000 skilled personnel
from India to Japan.

Officials in the Cabinet
Secretariat and the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs point
to the “perfect comple-
mentarity” between the
two countries, Japan, with
one-third of its population
over the age of 65, requires
aworkforce, academics for
research, and a market for
its goods. India, with 65%
of its 1.4 billion population
under 35, faces rising pres-
sure to create opportuni-
ties for its youth amid stric-
ter immigration policies in
the U.S., Canada, and Eu-
rope, and Chinese restric-
tions on hightech and
semiconductor exports,

Despite  decades of
growing government-to-
government and business-
to-business ties, the offi-
cials said, people-to-peo-
ple connections between
India and Japan continue
to lag.

(The correspondent is
visiting Japan at the invita-
tion of the Japan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs)




e Japan is facing an acute labour shortage due to its aging population — with one-third of
its citizens over the age of 65.

India, on the other hand, with 65% of its 1.4 billion people under 35, is under pressure to
generate employment for its youth.

Despite this “perfect demographic complementarity”, people-to-people ties between
India and Japan remain weak.



Parameter
Population over 65 years

Youth population (<35
years)

Indian students in Japan

Indians working in Japan

Target for workforce
exchange (India-Japan
plan)

Japan

~33%

<30%

~1,500

~54,000

5 lakh in 5 years (50,000
skilled Indians initially)

India

<7%

~65%

India ranks 34th globally for
Indian students in Japan

One-fourth of the 2.3 lakh
Nepali workers in Japan



* Historical Background

e Since 1981, Japan’s presence in India has been symbolised by Suzuki Motor Corporation,
which set up the Maruti factory.

» Japanese executives like Kenichi Ayukawa (Maruti Suzuki) highlight that Indo-Japanese
cooperation has matured — from manufacturing to technology and now workforce
mobility.

* However, Japanese employers still find Indian workforce integration slow due to
language barriers, limited awareness, and few structured exchanges.



Aspect Key Data / Highlights Source

Total bilateral trade approx USS 22.85 billion in FY 2023-24. For FY
2024-25, ~USS 25.17 billion. India’s exports to Japan ~USS 6.25 billion;
imports from Japan ~USS 18.92 billion.

Trade (FY 2023-24 / FY
2024-25)

(India Brand Equity
Foundation)

In 2021: India was the 18th largest trading partner of Japan; Japan was

Trade share & ranking the 13th largest trading partner of India. Japan is among the top (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

investors in India. Japan)
Japanese investment in Over 1,400 Japanese companies have operational presence in India (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
India (2021 figure). Japan was India’s 5th largest investor in FY 2021. Japan)
The two countries have a “Special Strategic & Global Partnership”.
Strategic & sectoral Collaborations include: semiconductors, critical minerals, clean energy, .
. . . . . (MEA India)
cooperation ICT, resilient supply chains. Launched India-Japan Dialogue on S
Economic Security (Nov 2024).
Imports by India from Japan: nuclear reactors/boilers (~USS 3.31
Key exports & imports billion), electrical machinery/equipment (~USS 2.01 billion) etc. (India Brand Equity
(2024) Exports from India to Japan: engineering goods (~USS 2.44 billion), Foundation)

chemicals (~USS 1.06 billion), marine products, electronic goods etc.


https://www.ibef.org/indian-exports/india-japan-trade?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/india/data.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/india/data.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl%2F40066%2FFact+Sheet++IndiaJapan+Economic+Security+Cooperation=&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ibef.org/indian-exports/india-japan-trade?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Key Issues Highlighted
1. Low Mobility of Indian Workforce

e Japan's strict immigration policies and language requirements discourage skilled Indian
professionals.
» Indian workforce participation is far below Japan's needs despite numerous bilateral
agreements.
2. Weak Educational Exchange
e Only 1,500 Indian students study in Japan (2025), compared to 33,000 Chinese and 8,000
Vietnamese.
« India ranks 34th in number of students in Japan — reflecting the lack of institutional collaboration
and scholarships.
3. Cultural & Language Barriers
e Indian youth are unfamiliar with Japanese work culture and language.
« Employers hesitate to hire foreigners who cannot integrate easily into Japan's homogenous
corporate ecosystem.
4. Underutilised Bilateral Potential
» Despite decades of cooperation in industry and technology, people-to-people links lag far

behind government-to-government (G2G) and business-to-business (B2B) collaborations.



Recent Initiatives

1. India-Japan “Future Talent Partnership Plan”
e Announced by PM Narendra Modi and former Japanese PM Shigeru Ishiba (2024).
e Aims to:
e Facilitate 5 lakh workforce exchanges in 5 years.
e |Initially move 50,000 skilled Indian personnel to Japan.
e Strengthen mutual recognition of skills under the Technical Intern Training Program (TITP)
and Specified Skilled Worker (SSW) scheme.
2. Japanese Language & Skill Centres in India
e Set up with Japanese funding to train Indians in workplace Japanese.
e Focus on IT, engineering, caregiving, and manufacturing sectors.
3. Indian Scholars & Institutes
e Efforts by individuals like Kenji Hiramatsu (former Japanese Ambassador) and Chandrali

Sarkar (Keio University) have improved academic and youth exchange visibility.



For Japan

Needs skilled workers to sustain
economic output and care for aging
population.

Requires foreign students to sustain
research and innovation.

Wants to diversify supply chains and
workforce beyond China & ASEAN.

For India

Seeks overseas employment
opportunities for its youth amid
domestic job pressure.

Can leverage Japan’s advanced
technology ecosystem and stable
employment environment.

Opportunity to deepen engagement
with a strategic Indo-Pacific partner.



Challenges

Stringent visa and residency regulations in Japan.

Cultural conservatism and limited English-speaking environment.
India’s lack of awareness about Japanese universities and job pathways.
Weak promotion of student and labour mobility agreements.



Way Forward
Institutionalising Mobility Frameworks

* Fast-track mutual recognition of skills, credentials, and professional qualifications.
Language Integration

* Expand Japanese language training through NEP 2020’s foreign language hubs.
Higher Education Partnerships

* Create Indo-Japan research universities and dual-degree programmes.
Youth Awareness Drives

e Campaigns to promote Japan as a study-and-work destination among Indian graduates.
Cultural Diplomacy

* Use “soft diplomacy” tools — anime, cuisine, arts, and tourism — to build familiarity among
youth.



Ay, Dtobul 4, 2

rur

World

sl Pl jnresmits of Sirihon, atvmsed oot Ve rmnslor of ber
L L T A I

Year-long funeral
begins for former
Thai queen Sirikit

ARSDCE ETANCIL LTS
WA

ey e o
Rtk f0r 1 YUAE-Iong FURGTAL 4t the Grand Palico
Murnibiers of the rovil family i venersed in
I1lul|und treated by many lu -unl dl\‘ln' ﬂ!\lll’
v inid Wit '

‘ll
r el g -u [y -| v ....n--
Wi vt o0 lulmnwh .

[ thes o Ui Gl
King Vasirslongorn ‘and wiko .-mw Tongsetromn
g monuee 0 Friclay ot the wge of 00 Ko
body wi i1 a shaw-movirig ambulanca

Ul

Oaon, Paned by masrtis auricer
el tes S ul Faliave
raiia, o raos. claaped  thalr hands and
bowud ax tho convoy passed, while uhior spects:
rors «ly e o

1
et Tant
"waa Tl whis
W ywar it Wi hain
% Doty
T one

i
l‘lmn\ll'\um hier 6 yonr wrvisge 1o b nhu
b Adtsby b varvenl o
e e hatlons G

Ml
lnull‘wi [
Mkl “alffara dovoral linossess and v

d cluding  blood \odection
0 e SN pi W S
Manich v wa rellrnadt 1o &y the Cimotthar
1 bl W i il ws
e Comnty's Moty

Day.

Thousands gather in Germany
to revive once-silenced Yiddish

A

oy  plaie
whore the Nasl (egime's
Huls: o ol

e Ui Wik co
e who spoke o
Thousands focked 1o
the ity of Walimar for o 1
1val Wl mlohel
o I 1IN
with workahape,. dabaret
porformancos  and
yrart-stopping elreun
nerobaric
A

WTer igs eanipedd
whithinial U
huclmmmnw on
ol wvok
lnlnrul rump., of ol to
e modern shows, in
chinting pryehedulic Yid

A

Ao Kurope Defore
Holacaust, (v now parhay o
ny Ko

e through
W e sehlege, Mot
R
Over the st dewdite
lonar. hat hacoma
the fur rmm
T
for (m

m'

CAIT) o
L) llw hnﬂvmn. whhl-

the avent
Al oo
B

g

mane
Pt scuire, ot reminud
ad the widionce t

At
Aned, I i, ey e
et M B sakd o

LRkt a1l G
e crowd

K

- Pl baniw
Faws anel musbinibatbon
Molode (e Secud \h\Nhl
War e worn i

thlb-h

wily.
Hue roibers perlshed
" e b, Yot v
" h-llh!u‘) alter e war,

i
wurkd's ow
vt the sexani half of
(ﬂi Jl)‘h conury the num.
bt of apenkers dwiniio
further.
bl

wnd otlierwise

Viet Union,

il W

athelnl Innguige
Towha

W 1wt W
and il
eyt e ey vm.u.l.
Ay ke iy

o
tha Unied
Tivmba i fre
Vi o fealy
Turwel

Many of e deawn

i
n

"
s well

B thies Taniomge b
Wludisby s wlatodd Fanuly b

Dot by na I
s Vi
i woda e wiloly Lred
Wy Tlish, ofven fn o dar
morous  way o from
“Mhutw
w -..m-n
i

nun

o -.uw i
1

lv\ the L 'NI‘\‘('II at

WAV ke A isbder. U0
wan abaohitly saavatial o

v and be
Mr Bchnalder

oduy. the city s drice
dalny bucome one ol |
e R L e ul
wecular Viddia Bto
P
woan Wik Anarchikc onovgy
Foedd o avantgaede pop.

tha g
[y Tow it
10 diwciikn dowi v hdvnity
el polivies iy

In Weimar, one of the
[

‘\lnuA.uh" & taren for Ay
dacity, of shoer galD,
Vidkdinh i

e
'

X o
v Clarr man w
AL CIAT 1o s, o

iely wiay (0 uey

A yuar ool

nl lv-ll\ul EUT
y

"
Tty for sdmew e war
v 201h cor "
eyt B Vishiian whnnry
] ACTALA, aakd gt

o ..unu..u Arowp
»e

attacks on sl
' the -lcmnullnl il

Hivbars e
“ihelr doatia will ot
s e sy
g A wor Kby vid-
Ky Sholom
v

o v b

Bhutan gear
up tor Glot
Peace Prayer
Festival

Madial kas
UWAMATY

 Saplal, T,

i
,m.....au’f... ..-mum [

vival 'y
oace And the Banling of
[umantey:

Aobul Peuco Iiyer
Fastival (GPPF), from No.
g 4 b 10, oA
Ly the Nuyul
Mt w
DI togeiwr -uunum n
s or monks from all
swchools of
[l

Bucdhium_

1
world Increasii
torined by ce

y charne:
het, polart

"
hood - othink
Tt e

aatern ruglon. civil war in
Mywrnmar, and viodes

wn greater

One of the gty ¢
Ve Istbval will fver e “Cor
oo oF BIatnsl o i

wr by the spirioal head of
Thubwi's Tasjerst i
Ao, T LI gty

The Dutch face a crowded field with
27 parties, 1,166 candidates on the ballot

II\NL b VOters I Wedies
pokal wlos ton an

-pn »llen for chakos
The commry's
wnunl--um hae uv‘l-lunul

P g R e

for thie 180 weats i e

gk It Vi ol
Waprasntitiye

um means & big batlos

cawe It hoar tha

I
atmen o

ey ik, Th cunus
el g a an Vikei
WrAN I-f Dallots and uss
@ wmall rwed e
thelr chowce. ko -lnld.mn with wtreammbined sl
B e pape Dadlere g They I
e Chtudie a4 WAL OF Jsthon i
s, while carstilaiy
Namos and el Db s
1 I RIS OSTE I

lnulllll e, Vil
wround the couns

v have 1o

MI4E 110N I
o 04N 98 pert 6f B poi ¢

Dutch politica In an age of
Incroashigly deap i
in sockty, b 1w ht
W b
o mw Yo b

Thca: i It Dade, 3 ow
Wil Banen the hon's

ahare of vorww, miking cox
|Ill“|| forming lnlifl ln

T wnamipl
v o) the hthos i

i

w
e Wi
Bl

ol Ty
Lkrmaber. Suers
e s Wity fhe
U] SOOAMR DI ELate

Dt contre-lent and
contre right parties ure
2040 contention

arty s 1o di

T P Tt
psath of 1130 Wi
AELOTH A ool o
SOCANTMIOIN Of MIpPOTT.

Driggringg vp gro

Bilent apestators, © il
1IN SOURTI ) Wiy

AR )

New Colosseum

Ansochated Ureas

e

1 QU] Kand that be
heard complaints from ar.

Wi wors Ok

al (i v 1
Colilil biw oo dew

ktawum will ot b Howtiing Curomnic
b Aunce s
otsas o e et

2imané Qulicl, director

e
e

Wi
wonalad nilie
At U "
yiokiirug new wordors, ke
the PIeeT's et e
i Ut pens todday.

o A e
o the Codosasuim, -lulml

Hin plan to RN Cancerts
W o Al £000-yiar-
b wmpt
wiview

Whettre 0
A an Tialian
P | sarller. Vi
Ard bail ik
procowded 1o do th 16l
wo ohen de I\ .
vavay ' wene  smminet
0Pl Acco m
Pt el AL giser
el mages of ik ieole

Nirhesd ajraoe”

O
eh v

Byt .
e Arwr e

Kaaror, tadiconally
ocd ovwr by thi pope
e e b

Atrabld.

durt
pres
R

Db ack: for b
Whio phay calin (islo and
Jrrace w galm audince
T ainn
l'|ll

ihed
bl N, nald
nn I'lhluv Dn e 1L Sntoe
vivw with foruign medin
hll)\(u kg over on Octob-
w20

I i s an) wnbi e
The  wmphithantie. could
host  pootry  readings,
dance performunces and
th T

Vv st savanil gelat s o
I wspanbed Ao o the
lating ot bkl e el
Wante of iadsatorial bt
i

The Caloeamar had sheu

ullar Vs o yor; s fraim

[Py
Won vl iy wnbonie

iy
I e g Wil
Knowhod e

M. )
AtrwaRodd Lhat auch

A

Ty Uy s A

by
-uulu. l-mmu four photos
A and then ha

o whll ks frlans ks s Lo
THAT TWO Vi, I o

tmly & handiul of con
hive, Jace

y wind
Amlnm Docoll |n 2000, AN

A wpecial
e nd wudiinos -
L -

nnu w Ivll

Mnu-nhl L Ill
“Unfortun
yone Iumwl. lmumn wi

[
el activitios inw the
mix - would  enrich  (hiy
Mace, maklog it not only &
16, Dt v o place

Thw Carlom
most 1 milli

yar, up froon 7 odilion e
anr before, according to
sk g avibe by i park.

o of LI

phacy wain packed.

Lmllly e 1o the Vatlcal
bilee ywir, held anes ov.
warr ceniniry, which

cantiniee w Ll
U s of Nt (1
kier o o
i dy st two
[T, WpoLe for alwnt-
th

Vit City, uivd ol
AL b w.....u,
M Qi) b,

hwl

romt "Ambltion Iuv Win 1o

nures inducing touriits w
w e

chief rules out rave parties at Rome’s ancient amphitheatre

aman Pocim, which was
tha hwart of the anckont ¢
vl i 1R, whioie
Mo Wik foniiadond aind o

palan

low

Ve

wtodd

Thckats Lasting 24 bours

Inchude all thies deaciing

v, Sl one shird of the
b

w i
SO, A I often i,
i

then leaviig without wven
Tonking ot e .
T pocas i the 100N
Quilicy
CIOALE DIW ACE0RE POUA 16
Toi gk e well ik canmmec
L L T T T T
Vi e

"
i)




Bhutan gears
up for Global
Peace Prayer
Festival

GUWAHATI

Bhutan’s capital, Thim-
phu, is gearing up for a
fortnight-long spiritual fes-
tival to pray for world
peace and the healing of
humanity.

The Global Peace Prayer
Festival (GPPF), from No-
vember 4 to 19, organised
by the Royal Government
of Bhutan, is expected to
bring together eminent la-
mas or monks from all
schools of Buddhism in
Bhutan and beyond. The
festival seeks to usher in a

significance in the context
of conflicts and Instability
in Bhutan’s neighbour-
hood - ethnic and commu-
nal clashes in India’s north-
eastern region, civil war in
Myanmar, and violent prot-
ests in Bangladesh and Ne-
pal to dislodge

governments,

“We live in a time when
the need for peace, com-
passion, and understand-
ing has never been greater.
It is with this spirit that we
are honoured to host the
GPPE," Tshering Tobgay,
Bhutan’s Prime Minister,
said.

One of the highlights of
the festival will be the ‘Ge-
longma’ or bhikshuni ordi-
nation of more than 250
Buddhist nuns from No-
vember 15 to 19. The ordi-
nation will be presided ov-
er by the spiritual head of
Bhutan’s largest Buddhist
school, the Drugpa Kagyu.



* Bhutan’s capital, Thimphu, is preparing to host the
Global Peace Prayer Festival (GPPF) from November
4-19, 2025.

The event is aimed at promoting world peace,
spiritual healing, and human compassion at a time
of rising global conflict and polarization.



Parameter
Event Name
Dates
Venue

Organised by

Main Objective

Participants

Theme

Chief Host

Details

Global Peace Prayer Festival (GPPF)
November 4-19, 2025

Thimphu, Bhutan

Royal Government of Bhutan
To pray for world peace, healing, and spiritual unity

Eminent lamas and monks from all schools of
Buddhism in Bhutan and neighbouring countries

“Shared golden age of peace and prosperity”

Tshering Tobgay, Prime Minister of Bhutan



 About the Festival

* The GPPF is a fortnight-long spiritual and interfaith event that brings together monks,
scholars, and practitioners from multiple Buddhist traditions (Drukpa Kagyu, Nyingma,
Sakya, Gelug, etc.).

* The purpose is to promote compassion, coexistence, and harmony in a world troubled
by violence and social fragmentation.

* It will serve as a platform for dialogue and collective meditation on healing global
divisions.



* Regional Significance

* The festival gains importance amid ongoing instability in Bhutan’s immediate
neighbourhood:

India’s Northeastern States: Ethnic and communal tensions.

Myanmar: Continuing civil war and humanitarian crisis.

Bangladesh & Nepal: Periodic political unrest and violent protests.

By hosting the event, Bhutan reinforces its image as a neutral zone of peace and
spirituality in South Asia.



* Highlight: Gelongma Ordination Ceremony

* A major attraction of GPPF 2025 will be the ‘Gelongma’ or Bhikshuni ordination
ceremony.

* Over 250 Buddhist nuns will be ordained between November 15-19, 2025.

* The event will be presided over by the spiritual head of the Drukpa Kagyu school,
Bhutan’s largest Buddhist order.

* This is a landmark moment for gender equality in Buddhist monastic traditions,
strengthening women’s spiritual leadership.



 Why It Matters

 Spiritual Diplomacy: Enhances Bhutan’s role as a global advocate for peace and Buddhist
dialogue.

» Soft Power Projection: Positions Bhutan as a moral leader in global peace-building,
similar to the role of the Vatican or Dalai Lama-led events.

* Cultural Integration: Reinforces Buddhist unity across South and Southeast Asia.

* Gender Empowerment: Promotes equality through bhikshuni ordination, addressing a
long-standing issue in Buddhist monastic reform.



Aspect

Historical/Political Relationship

Trade Volume & Growth

Trade Dependence & Share

Composition of Trade

Connectivity & Strategic Cooperation

Formal Agreements

Investment Links

Challenges & Future Prospects

Key Details

India and Bhutan share a “special & privileged” partnership. India played a key role in
Bhutan’s development since its modernisation era. (CIAO)

e Since 2014-15, bilateral trade has nearly tripled—from USS 484 million to around USS 1.6
billion (2022-23) excluding electricity. (indembthimphu.gov.in)  In 2024, India’s exports to
Bhutan stood at USS 1.17 billion. (Trading Economics)

Bhutan depends heavily on India: ~80%+ of Bhutan’s trade is with India. (TaxTMI)

e Bhutan - India: electricity, ferro-silicon, dolomite, semi-finished steel products, etc.
(mfa.gov.bt) e India & Bhutan: petroleum products, motor vehicles, machinery, steel,
consumer goods. (mfa.gov.bt)

e India provides transit routes and land access for Bhutan (land-locked). (CIAQ) e
Hydropower cooperation is a major pillar: Bhutan exports electricity to India and India
invests in Bhutan’s hydropower. (EconStor)

The Agreement on Trade, Commerce and Transit between Bhutan and India (1972, renewed)
provides duty-free trade and transit provisions. (moice.gov.bt)

India is one of Bhutan’s largest investors; Indian companies operate in Bhutan across sectors
like electricity, banking, manufacturing. (cgiphuentsholing.gov.in)

e Trade still relatively small in absolute terms, Bhutan’s diversification needed. e Strategic
concern: Bhutan’s engagement with China; connectivity and infrastructure remain
improvement areas.


https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/sa/sa_99mup03.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.indembthimphu.gov.in/pages/NTU%2C?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tradingeconomics.com/india/exports/bhutan?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.taxtmi.com/article/detailed?id=13744&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mfa.gov.bt/rbedelhi/bhutan-india-relations/bhutan-india-trade-relations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mfa.gov.bt/rbedelhi/bhutan-india-relations/bhutan-india-trade-relations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/sa/sa_99mup03.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.econstor.eu/handle/10419/203718?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.moice.gov.bt/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Agreement-on-Trade-Commerce-and-Transit-between-Bhutan-and-India.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cgiphuentsholing.gov.in/page/india-bhutan-bilateral-relations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Word of the day

Privation:
a state of extreme poverty; act of depriving
someone of food or money or rights

Synonyms: deprivation, neediness, want

Usa g€: He lived a life of privation and misery.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/privationpro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /pirveifan/, /piarverfan/
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