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“Belief is a muscle—the more
you use it, the stronger it gets.”
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
analysis. Ideal for SSC, UPSC, RRB & other exams preparation.
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TESTS mang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 is made very simple and easy to understand in a user-friendly and simple format for
ompetitive exam aspirants. It includes all the important current affairs between the period of March 2026 and April 2027; Current
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LT/ ffairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
elated MCQs. The information is articulated in a clear and tight manner, making it straightforward and quick to revamp. The
- agazine saves you time and boosts preparation by bringing everything together and helping you prepare effectively. Umang 360 is

a good choice to help you succeed in the exams, should you need a reliable and effective source of current affairs. It is available in
e-PDF format for easy access anytime, anywhere,
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Israel flies out 240 from Mizoram amid war scare

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

An advisory by the Centre
about the security situa-
tion in Israel, amid the on-
going war in West Asia, has
come into focus after Israel
flew around 240 indivi-
duals from Mizoram to Tel
Aviv on Thursday as part of
its ‘Operation Wings of
Dawn’, sanctioned by Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu.

Though members of the
Bnei Menashe community
have been taken to Israel
on earlier occasions, this is
the first time that such a
large number of them are
being flown against the
backdrop of the regional
war.

The departure of the in-
dividuals from Mizoram
has brought attention to
the fact that since Febru-
ary 28, when the U.S.-Israel

Fresh start: A member of the Bnei Menashe community reacts
upon arrival at Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv on April 23. AFp

war against Iran started,
the Centre has maintained
a travel advisory for Indian
nationals in Israel pointing
at the “prevailing security
situation in the region”, in-
dicating the high risk con-
dition persisting in the
country that has faced mis-
sile attacks from Iran as
well as Lebanon’s pro-Iran
militia Hezbollah.

The Jewish Agency for

Israel (JAFI) said Thurs-
day’s flight from New Delhi
carried the first of three
batches of individuals from
the Bnei Menashe com-
munity, who are generally
found in Churachandpur
of Manipur and in areas
along the India-Myanmar
border in Mizoram. The
rest of the community
members are expected to
leave in the coming days.

In a statement, JAFI
said: “The flight included
dozens of young families,
who will initially move into
absorption centres in Nof
HaGalil, where they will al-
so reunite with relatives
who made aliyah’ (reli-
gious immigration) in pre-
vious years.” The total
number of such indivi-
duals is expected to be
around 600, it added.

In response to The Hin-
du’s questions, an official
maintained that India did
not provide any help to fa-
cilitate the flight and said,
“India’s responsibility is to
ensure that our citizens are
not human-trafficked while
travelling abroad and that
apart, we cannot stop
anyone from undertaking
legal migration.”

Official sources said that
while India’s advisory on
the prevailing security risk
in Israel exists, Israeli agen-

cies managed to proceed
with the operation, asitisa
religious process that they
have established.

According to The Jerusa-
lem Post report, the new
arrivals would be settled in
Kiryat Yam, a suburb near
Haifa.

The group arrived at
Ben Gurion Airport under
an initiative spearheaded
by the Aliyah and Integra-
tion Ministry and JAFIL
They are expected to be
settled in the northern part
of Israel, which has been in
recent months targeted by
the Hezbollah. Operation
Wings of Dawn is the result
of a decision made by Mr.
Netanyahu, Minister of Ali-
yah and Integration, Ofir
Sofer, and Minister of Fi-
nance, Bezalel Smotrich,
to complete the immigra-
tion of the rest of the Bnei
Menashe community from
Mizoram and Manipur.




Israel flew ~240 members of the Bnei Menashe community from Mizoram to Tel Aviv
under 'Operation Wings of Dawn'

oIS A '3TRM 7 37T S & dgd fASIRA T ~240 g8 AT Y| Bl ded 37dtd WelT

India's Centre issued an advisory on the prevailing security risk for Indian nationals in

Israel

YR & g A SoRTS H R AR o felq G HelTg ST bl

This is the largest single evacuation of Bnei Menashe during an active regional war
g U Afsh 31 g &b ART g HATRI BT HaY F87 Yebed (b1 &

Israel faces missile attacks from Iran and Hezbollah; security situation is high-risk
SoRTS W &M 3R fEsTgeeire & fAamsd grae; gRan Rafd 3= Siifam darefl 8

Raises questions about India's diplomatic stance and role in the diaspora's migration

YRA B Ao AT 3R Tt THEr & qard=  YfidT IR Fard 35dT &




The Bnei Menashe ("Sons of Manasseh") are a community from Northeast India
(mainly Mizoram and Manipur) who believe they are descendants of one of the Ten
Lost Tribes of Israel

g HATY ("HARQY & UA") ITR-Yd VR (YHra: fAwiRA 3R AfoTqR) Sraqera g s aar e f
SORTSA PI TH IS §8 ST | J Ueh b dRST 8

Aliyah = Religious immigration of Jewish people (or recognized communities) to Israel
— itis alegal right under Israel's Law of Return

HfEATg = IgE AN (T ATIAT YTl FHETAY) BT SoRTee H HIfHP 31TISTH — 8 IoR1Sd & aTqHl &
BT b ded Yeb BT AR 8

Amid the ongoing Iran-Israel war (since Feb 28, US-Israel war on Iran began), Israel is
still bringing in these communities, treating it as a religious/national priority

el V8 SU-SoRISA g b &t HY (28 BRI T JUH-SoRISA gk ), SoRTSc 84 FHATII Pl AT VT &,
S UTHB RIS meifAesdr T 38T 8

India said it did not facilitate the flight; India's job is to prevent human trafficking and

allow legal migration

YRA A Pel fds 3T 38 Bl Gl 781 <t HRd b {SriER_Y ATd a¥eht AT 3R d9 garq & 3rgAfd
e



Player

Role

Bnei Menashe community
JAFI (Jewish Agency for Israel)
Benjamin Netanyahu

Ofir Sofer

Bezalel Smotrich

India's Centre

Hezbollah

Emigrants; claim descent from Tribe of Manasseh
Coordinated the flight; NGO facilitating Aliyah
Israeli PM who sanctioned the operation

Israel's Minister of Aliyah and Integration

Israel's Finance Minister

Issued travel advisory; stated non-facilitation

Lebanon-based pro-Iran militia targeting northern Israel

o JAFI (Tg3I Uil BR SoR1EA): T TR-IRPBRI TLAT 511 37feiame (Tget aradt) bl Gidursies grdt 8
o fEoIgenTe: dieA™ 3muTRa €17 Fwfeld fAfaferar, 3o¥t goRTgd & AT a-TdT @



History | sfdery

Ten Lost Tribes of Israel: After Assyrian conquest (~722 BCE), ten of twelve tribes of
Israel scattered globally; Bnei Menashe claims descent from Tribe of Manasseh

SORTS B 5H TS g Afaar: 31 farg (~722 a1 qd) & a1e &g sHenfaar e 7s; a3
HAT HARR SIS % 2T 81 T &TaT B &

Zionism (19th century movement): For the return of Jewish people to their ancestral
homeland

SIS (19dT HEY BT 3ATRIA): Tgal I bl 3791 des AIQH[H H aTa=it & fag
Israel established in 1948; recognised by India in 1950
ORI 1948 H TTUd; WRA gRT1950 H AT=IdT <1 T8

Geography [ el

Mizoram: Shares border with Myanmar (east) and Bangladesh (west); capital —
Aizawl

AR =R (qd) 3R girereer (afee) I T, IeTeTt — 3Tgete

Churachandpur: District in southern Manipur; predominantly Kuki-Zo tribal area
PRITYR: feroft AfTgR o1 fSietT; geord: ebl-Sit snfeardt &

Haifa: Port city in northern Israel on the Mediterranean Sea; important strategic and
industrial centre

BISWI: 3R SoRTee H YHed AR W §eR1TE 2Ie; Hecaqul 0T 7R 3itenfiie bg
Ben Gurion Airport: Israel's main international airport near Tel Aviv

S TR TIRUIE: A 37dtd P I SoRTSH BT I 3RS gaTs 37T



Consider the following statements about the Bnei Menashe community: 38 #A12] IHa
& IR A FAAfcfEd weE o faar &
1. They are primarily found in Mizoram and Manipur along the India-Myanmar border.
2. Israel's Law of Return (1950) gives them the legal right to immigrate to Israel.
3. The Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) is a government body of the Israeli state.
-+

. Aliyah refers to the economic migration of Jewish people to Western countries.
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No restriction on womens entry into mosques
to offer namaz, AIMPLB informs Supreme Court

Ziya Us Salam

NEW DELHI

In a significant upshot for
Muslim women seeking
permission to offer prayers
inside mosques, the All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) has admit-
ted before the Supreme
Court that there is no res-
triction in Islam on women
entering mosques to offer
namaz.

Senior advocate M.R.
Shamshad, appearing for
the Board, made the sub-
mission before a nine-
judge Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant hearing the Sabari-
mala reference case, with
related petitions on wo-
men’s entry into mosques
tagged to the case as they
too involve constitutional

questions with respect to
Articles 25 and 26.

The question of the
right of women to enter
mosques stemmed from a
PIL petition filed in March
2019 by a Pune-based cou-
ple, Yasmeen Zuber Ah-
mad and her husband,
Zuber Ahmad Nazir Ah-
mad Peerzade.

The couple had request-
ed the Mohmidiya Jama
Masjid in Pune to allow wo-

men entry to offer prayers.
However, the request was
denied following which
Ms. Yasmeen approached
the Supreme Court seeking
relief under the writ of
mandamus.

Broad agreement
In the ongoing case, Mr.
Shamshad said Islamic
practice does not bar wo-
men from entering mos-
ques, though their partici-
pation in congregational
prayers is not mandatory.

Asked by the Chief Jus-
tice of India on whether
women were allowed to
enter a mosque, Mr. Sham-
shad said there was broad
agreement across Islamic
denominations on this
point.

“The Prophet himself
said, ‘Don’t stop women

coming to the mosque.
There is clarity on this,” he
said.

The senior advocate
pointed out that while it is
essential for men to attend
congregational prayers in
the mosque, women had a
choice. They were exempt-
ed, not prohibited. “For a
woman, it is preferable
that she stays at home and
prays, and she gets the
same religious reward. But
if a woman wants to come,
she can come,” he said.

“Since there is no sanc-
tum sanctorum inside the
mosque, nobody can insist
to stand at a particular
place or, for that matter, to
be the first to lead the na-
maz,” he said. However, he
pointed out that there is a
certain procedure and
“certain discipline that has

to be followed” inside the
premises of a mosque.

No insistence

Mr. Shamshad said that
while Islam does not bar
women from visiting mos-
ques, they cannot insist on
entering through the main
door or demand the remo-
val of physical barriers sep-
arating men and women
inside mosques.

There are separate halls
for men and women in Is-
lamic places of pilgrimage
at Mecca and Medina in
Saudi Arabia. Women par-
ticipate in five daily prayers
besides the Friday prayers.
They perform Haj too. In
India, mosques are de-
signed keeping in mind on-
ly men with almost no at-
tention paid to women
worshippers.



AIMPLB admitted before the Supreme Court that Islam places no restriction on
women entering mosques to offer namaz

AIMPLB 7 Tafeg =marerd ¥ iR fdar b g3 ® 7fgansii & 711 & oy Al § gde )R Bl
wfdey a8 2

The submission was made before a nine-judge Constitution Bench headed by CJI
Surya Kant

g g1 CJ1 GAbid b 3rezrerdr § A-=Arameiter Ffaum dis & |raq faar

Case is linked to the Sabarimala reference case — which concerns women's religious
entry rights broadly

g HTHT HERHTCT e HTHel IS8T § — Sil Afgel13il & UifHes yaer sifaeRi & erde B9 3 defod @

The PIL was filed in March 2019 by a Pune-based couple seeking entry into
Mohmidiya Jama Masjid, Pune

PIL ATd 2019 H U YUl <Ufd gRT A ST iteie, qot # yder aq aR &1 T8 ot
Raises critical questions on Articles 25 and 26 — religious freedom vs. gender equality

HTDE 25 3R 26 T AEYUT HeA 3STT & — UTfHep Tad=dT SHTH ol f11dp FHTAAT



A Muslim couple from Pune went to court saying they were denied entry into a mosque
for women to pray; they asked the Supreme Court to order the mosque to allow women

qUT o Qe HfETH <Ufd = 37eTeTd H el fob HigetT3il &l THTST o ey AfEsie H gaer A 31T TaT; 32
T e =ATgTerd | W& 1 HigelT3il &l 37gAfd & BT eI Jimm

The Supreme Court is hearing this along with the bigger Sabarimala case — which

asks: can religious institutions restrict women's entry?

Ta e =TT S JERIHTAT 3 8 ATHG & 12 Y I&T & — ST Y8BT 8: T HTfHeb T wigarsi &
TRl IR Aep ST Hebell 82

AIMPLB (the main Islamic law body in India) told the court Islam does not ban women
from mosques — but women also cannot demand to enter through the main door or
remove barriers

AIMPLB (MRd H H%& STATH BIA BRI 7 BIE B adTaT — SATH Higarsil iR Afere ¥ ufdey 7!
T Sifds HIEETTC T gR A WALl AT 37dR1Y g2 bt AT HY 78T &3 Jasl

This is a nuanced case at the intersection of religion, gender rights, and constitutional
law

g UH, dfiies 3fIBRY 3R FAUTHE S & TTH IR U Y& HIHAT &



D1. What Happened? | FRIT g31T?

AIMPLB's senior advocate M.R. Shamshad submitted before Supreme Court: Islam
does not bar women from entering mosques

AIMPLB & af¥s3 31ftiaarr M.R. 22T A Fdfed =ATaTerd H Udd fosaT: 33 Afgansii ol Afeig |
T2 I & Aehdl

However, he added: women participation in congregational (Jama'at) prayers is not
mandatory — it is preferable for women to pray at home; they get the same religious
reward

AAfes 381 Bal: AT[EP THTST H AR Bl UITterRT 31fardd 7&T 8; AfeeT3il 1 eR UR THTST UeAT d8a’
&; 3= GHTA YTfHd qua fAerar

Women cannot insist on entering through the main door or demand removal of
barriers (separation walls) between men and women inside mosques

RS 0 g & Ter B} g 78 e wapell 31 7 8 Afeste 3 iy Tosi- Aol & srer e areft
Case is being heard by a 9-judge Constitution Bench (the largest bench type,
signifying grave constitutional importance)

HTAAT 9-~ATATHTRI Wit i3 (Fear g€t ths; R HduTfAd He) gRIGATSIT @2




Can courts direct a mosque (religious institution) to allow women entry? —
Constitutional question

T 3eTAd AGSTE (UTfHe TEAT) BT ATt bl Tl & ol (&l & Tabdl 82 — HduTfHed U
Article 25: Right to freely profess, practice and propagate religion (subject to public

order, morality, health)

ITE 25: T H B I UH Pl A, 3TERT B 3R TR B BT AUBR (Ards T, Afddsar,
IR b M)

Article 26: Right of religious denominations to manage their own affairs in matters of
religion

HIBE 26: HTTHE TUATAT BT 370 UH-HeH ATHA] BT YeHT B BT AP R

Tension: Does Article 26 (autonomy of mosque) override Article 25 (woman's right to
practice religion)?

AT AT 318 26 (AT Bl W) 31gee 25 (AfEeT &1 ¥H UTeld 3 BT 3fHdR) W YR ggdT
87



Sabarimala Case (2018): SC held that women aged 10-50 cannot be barred from
Sabarimala temple (Kerala); 5-judge bench gave split verdict; referred larger questions
to 9-judge bench

HERHTAT HTHAT (2018): SC A P81 10-50 3T bl AR T He AT HICR H FEI IebT STT HeT; 5-
=ATTEter Uie A feTford St T, a8 wed 9-—rameier 4is &l wol

The 9-judge bench is now deciding: Can courts interfere in religious practices that
discriminate based on gender?

O-ATATE NI TS 374 7 T TET 2: T ITRTA 37 HTHS HATHT A GXALNT X Hebel & Sl 1171 & TR IR
WeHTa HdT 82
This mosque case has been tagged to the Sabarimala reference as it involves the same

constitutional questions

g HISTE HTHAT JeRIATAT T I SISt 1T & Rilfds 3O a8t HaurHe 92T 8

D5. Why Important for India? | WRd & feiq i Ageayqui?

Touches the fundamental debate: Essential Religious Practices (ERP) doctrine —
courts only protect what is "essential" to a religion; who decides what is "essential"?

e 983 P Bl &: Afard uTfies 9aTg (ERP) fAgia — =Imarera dact 34 & 36/ &3 & i uH &
forg "arfAard" 2; " 3rfFari" oI g I BT 97 BIaT 22

Sets precedent for women's entry into dargahs, temples, churches, synagogues etc.
SE, HiSR, =<, §MTE 3111 # AfEetrail & waer o fAsTer wumfid avar &

Intersects with gender equality (Article 14, 15) and right to religion (Articles 25-28)
AT THTET (3 14, 15) 3R uH &1 3R (31285 25-28) A 8T e



ERP (Essential Religious Practices) Doctrine: Established in Commissioner v. LT
Swamiar (1954); courts will only protect practices that are "essential" to a religion, not
peripheral ones

ERP fgid: $fHe R 9919 LT AR (1954) # R10d; 37eTetd et 37 HAT311 &1 I8 Bl 8 Sl
YH & fefq "31fard" €
Key cases on religious freedom in India:

e Shirur Mutt Case (1954) — defined "religion" broadly

« Sabarimala (2018) — women's entry

e Triple Talaqg (2017) — instant talaq unconstitutional

e Hijab case (Karnataka HC 2022) — upheld ban on hijab in classrooms
WA W YT =TT & W& HIHa: fORR 73 (1954 ), FaRmTaT (2018), i deres (2017), f&sia
HHAT (2022)

Wagf (Amendment) Act 2025: Passed by Parliament; allows non-Muslim members in
Wagf Boards; removes self-declaration of Wagf; controversial

TP (F2eF) 31fafFam 2025: G9 gRTUTRd; 9% disf H IR-gRed Jeil & 37gAfd; Ta-gryor
I gerdT; faarere

Constitutional Morality vs. Popular Morality: Concept used by SC in Sabarimala —

Constitutional morality (values of Constitution) must prevail over popular morality
(social customs)

HarunfAes Afdasdr aam At Afddar: FeHTer # SC gRT 9ge SaUROT



Skyroot Aerospace flags off Vikram-1,
India’s first pnvate orbital launch soon

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 25

IN A major boost to India’s space
industry, Skyroot Aerospace is
likely to become the first private
company to launch an orbital
space rocket. On Saturday, Sky-
root flagged off the payload fair-
ing for its Vikram-1 rocket in
Hyderabad, with the launch of
the rocket slated for later this
year. The payload fairing — the
upper nose cone of the launch
vehicle that houses the satellites
—isnow headed for India’sonly
spaceport in Sriharikota, where
itwill beintegrated with the rest
of the launch vehicle.

“We completed the most
critical testing of Vikram-1 and
are excited to begin integration
and launch campaign activities
next week at the spaceport to-
wards this historic launch,” said
Naga Bharath Daka, co-founder
and COOQ, Skyroot Aerospace.
Launch campaign is the period

—
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Telangana CM Revanth Reddy flags off payload fairing for Skyroot
Aerospace’s Vikram-1rocket, in Sriharikota on Saturday. ani

beforealaunch when the vehicle
is integrated, tested and pre-
pared. Telangana Chief Minister
ARevanth Reddy, also present at
the flag-offevent, said thatitwas
akeymilestoneinthestate’s pur-
suit of becoming a global leader
in the aerospace sector.
Telanganaisamonga hand-

ful states with their own space
policy — the first step towards
creating space manufacturing
hubs, such as the launch ve-
hicle hub in Tamil Nadu and a
satellite hub in Gujarat. The
launch of India’s first privately
manufactured PSLV (polar sat-
ellite launch vehicle) — ISRO’s

workhorse launcher — is also
likely to take place this year.
Among Skyroot’s many
small launch vehicle projects,
Vikram-1isamulti-stage launch
vehicle with solid and liquid
fuel-based engines designed for
launching satellites weighing
up to 350 kg to low earth orbit.
Thelow earth orbit is the region
of space from 160 km to 2,000
km above the surface of Earth.
The number of satellites being
launched in this region has sky-
rocketed in recent years, with
many being the Starlink com-
munication satellites.
Vikram-1 is different as the
rocket is made of carbon com-
posite instead of metals, and
houses a 3D-printed indigen-
ously made engine — makingits
manufacturing and assembly
easier, quicker and cheaper. The
launch vehicle has been named
to honour Dr Vikram Sarabhai,
considered tobethe father of the
Indian space programme.

epaper.indian



Aspect

Company

Mission

Recent Event

Launch Site

Rocket Type

Payload Capacity

Orbit Range (LEO)

Technology

Naming

Significance

State Role

Industrial Ecosystem

Key Points (English)

Skyroot Aerospace

Vikram-1: India’s first private orbital
launch vehicle

Payload fairing flagged off in
Hyderabad

Satish Dhawan Space Centre

Multi-stage launch vehicle (solid +
liquid fuel)

Up to 350 kg to Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
160 km - 2000 km above Earth

Carbon composite structure + 3D
printed engine

Named after Vikram Sarabhai

First private company aiming orbital
launch in India

Telangana emerging as aerospace hub

Space manufacturing hubs in Tamil
Nadu & Gujarat

w& fdg (Hindi)
Skyroot Aerospace WRd @1 {3l afafar
WY

fag-1: VIR @71 Uga {4t siffdes dig agq
ggrarg B g Bafin o1 wh-3ie

Satish Dhawan Space Centre & H&iqv1

TE-TRVME APE (B + aReA $80)

350 fésur aas w1 gedt &4 (LEO) ®
160-2000 faHt FHarg

PIEA PBulfsie #@eT + 3D fies g5

Vikram Sarabhai & #Tq 1R

HRd | fAsit sifded dia &t 3ma

AT Ty g9 99 | 2

affeATg @ ERTd W W A=pbaafin ga



Q. With reference to India’s private space sector, consider the following statements:

1. Vikram-1is India’s first privately developed orbital launch vehicle.
2. It uses only liguid fuel for propulsion.
3. Itis designed to place satellites in Low Earth Orbit.

Which of the above isfare correct?
A.1and 3 only

B. 1 only

C. 2 and 3 only

D.1,2and 3
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Who is Ashok Kumar Lahiri, the new Vice
Chairperson of policy think tank NITI Aayog

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, April 25

A DAY afterbeing appointed as
NITI Aayog’s Vice Chairperson,
Ashok Kumar Lahiri met Prime
Minister Narendra Modion Sat-
urday. Lahiri, a former Chief
Economic Advisor(CEA)anda
member of the 15th Finance
Commission, will take over
from Suman Bery, whose term
ends later this month.
Announcing his appoint-
ment, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in asocial media post, on
Saturday said, “NITI Aayog has
emerged as a vital pillar in In-
dia’s policy-making architec-
ture, fostering cooperative fed-
eralism, furthering reformsand
boosting ‘Ease of Living.'
“Itserves asa dynamic plat-
form for innovation and long-
term strategic thinking across
sectors.” PM Modi also an-
nounced the reconstitution of
the NITI Aayog with Lahiri as
Vice Chairman and Rajiv
Gauba, KV Raju, Gobardhan
Das, Abhay Karandikar and M
Srinivas as full-time members.
Das is the second member
tobeappointed from West Ben-
galamid the ongoing state elec-
tions. He is currently serving as
the director of the Indian Insti-
tute of Science Education and

—

Lahiri met Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday. x/@NarENDrRAMOD!

Research (IISER), Bhopal.
Unlike his predecessor,
Bery, who was a career econ-
omist and research administra-
tor, Lahiri has extensive experi-
ence in administration and
electoral affairsand iscurrently
aMemberofthe Legislative As-
sembly (MLA) in the West Ben-
gal Assembly from the BJP.
Lahiri'sappointmentcomes
in the midst of the West Bengal
electionsand atime when NITI
Aayog has begun playing a
larger role in pushing for cross-
sector reforms in the country,
Asaneconomist, Lahiri had
been known to advocate for
better partnership between the

three levels of governments,
Union, state and local, and effi-
cacy at the grassroots.

In the central government,
Lahiri had served as the chief
economic advisor (CEA)
between October 2002 and
June 2007, appointed under
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee gov-
ernment and continuing under
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s tenure.

In Bengal, he had been criti-
cal of the Communist govern-
ments and a proponent of en-
couraging entrepreneurship
for reviving business sentiment
in Bengal.

Apart from the post of CEA,

* NEWMANDATE

PMMODI also announced the re-
constitution of the NITl Aayog
with Rajiv Gauba, KV Raju, Go-
bardhan Das, Abhay Karandikar
and M Srinivas as full-time
members.

UNDER CENTRAL government,
Lahiri had served as the CEA
between October 2002 and June
2007, appointed under the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government and
continuing under Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s tenure.
T ———

Lahiri has been an Economic
Advisor in the Ministry of Fi-
nance, has had stintsintheIn-
ternational Monetary Fund as
Senior Economist and in the
World Bank as Consultant,
was director of the National
Institute of Public Finance
and Policy between February
1998 and October 2002, a
member of the 15th Finance
Commission, and a non-
executive chairman of the
Bandhan Bank.

He retired as executive di-
rector from the Asian Devel-
opment Bank in June 2013.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Aspect

Person

New Role

Replaces

Appointment By

Previous Roles

CEA Tenure

Other Positions

Global Experience

Political Role

ADB Role

Economic Views

Key Points (English)

Ashok Kumar Lahiri

Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog
Suman Bery

Narendra Modi

Former Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) to
Govt. of India

2002-2007 (under Vajpayee &
Manmohan Singh)

Member, 15th Finance Commission;
Director, NIPFP

Worked with IMF & World Bank
MLA (West Bengal) from BJP

Former Executive Director, Asian
Development Bank

Advocates reforms, entrepreneurship,
cooperative federalism

& fag (Hindi)

Ashok Kumar Lahiri
NITI Aayog & JuTeel
A 8 o1 2 e

Narendra Modi gRT fAgaed

HRA WBR & Jd 734 HIfeid AARBR

2002-2007 (a3t a HaaE &g & a99)

158 fa= 3 & [e=; NIPFP fAgers

IMF @ faea & & orf
yfeaw dme & BJP faeuras

eferaré fas & ¥ arfert fAees

R, IAMAAT a FEBR FUAIG & FHEfH
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Centre to resume Ladakh
Statehood talks on May 22
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‘Right to safe travel on
highways part of right to life’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has de-
clared that the safety of
commuters against road
accidents and the right to
safe passage on highways
are part of the fundamen-
tal right to life under Arti-
cle 21 of the Constitution.
“National Highways
constitute approximately
2% of India’s total road
length but account for
nearly 30% of all road fatal-
ities. A road, particularly a
high-speed expressway,
must not become a corri-

The loss of life to
avoidable hazards
points at failure of
the state’s protective
umbrella, says SC

dor of peril due to adminis-
trative lethargy or infras-
tructural gaps. The loss of
even a single life to avoida-
ble hazards like illegal
parking or blackspots, etc.,
represents a failure of the
state’s protective umbrel-
la,” a Bench of Justices J.K.
Maheshwari and Atul S.
Chandurkar observed in

an April 13 order. The court
issued a series of direc-
tions, including the imme-
diate prohibition on the
construction or operation
of any commercial struc-
ture within the right-of-
way of any National High-
way. The order also direct-
ed that vehicles should
park/stop only at designat-
ed areas.

The order arose from a
suo motu case based on the
loss of a total of 34 lives in
successive road accidents
on November 2 and No-
vember 3 last year in Rajas-
than and Telangana.



Aspect

Judgment

Constitutional Basis

Core Principle

Key Observation

Bench

Case Type

Trigger

Key Points (English)

Supreme Court of India declared safe

travel on highways part of Right to Life

Article 21 includes road safety & safe

passage

Right to life = Right to safe movement

on highways

Deaths due to avoidable hazards reflect

failure of state

Justices J.K. Maheshwari & Atul S.
Chandurkar

Suo motu case (court took cognizance
itself)

34 deaths in road accidents (Rajasthan

& Telangana)

& fag (Hindi)

Supreme Court of India 3 J=faid ITAT &I ita=

Sita &1 AfIBR = JRA&d AT BT 3AfEBR

T AN GEeATY 54 Y fatberdr gerfdt &

AR 31.%p. HEaR! T Ide dgieh?

d: A (3T HIg) AT
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#= Highway Safety — Key Data

Aspect Details (English)

Highway Share National Highways = ~2% of road network
Fatality Share Account for ~30% of road accident deaths
Reason High speed, poor infrastructure, violations

™ Court Directions

Directive Explanation (English)

Ban on Construction No commercial structures within

highway right-of-way

Parking Regulation Vehicles must stop only at designated
areas
Administrative State must ensure safety

Responsibility infrastructure

faazor (Hindi)
I ISTHTT = ~2% dsh Acddb

~30% Hgd gHeAm Hid

AT (Hindi)
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Sawe becomes first man torun a
marathon under two hours

Reuters
LONDON

Kenya’s Sabastian Sawe be-
came the first man torun a
marathon in under two
hours when he won the
London Marathon in one
hour, 59m and 30seconds
on Sunday.

The 3l-year-old shat-
tered the world record
held by the late Kelvin Kip-
tum who set a time of
2:00:35 at the Chicago Ma-
rathon in October 2023.

Yomif Kejelcha of Ethio-
pia was second in his debut
with 1:59.41, while Jacob Ki-
plimo of Uganda took
bronze in 2:02.28.

Tigst Assefa of Ethiopia

while winning the London Marathon. AFP

broke her own women’s
only world record en route
to victory. The 29-year-old
pulled away from Kenyans
Hellen Obiri and Joyciline
Jepkosgei down the home
stretch to cross the finish

line in 2:15.41 seconds,
beating the record of
2:15.50 she set last year in
London.

Obiri was second in
2:15.53, while Jepkosgei
took the bronze in 2:15.55.



Aspect

Athlete

Achievement

Event

Previous Record

Age

Nationality

Second Place

Third Place

Key Points (English)

Sabastian Sawe

First man to run a marathon under 2 hours
(1:59:30)

London Marathon

2023)

31 years

Kenya

Yomif Kejelcha (Ethiopia) — 1:59:41

Jacob Kiplimo (Uganda) - 2:02:28

& fag (Hindi)

Sabastian Sawe

2 B T BH | TRIMA QR B dTd Ugd ST
(1:59:30)

London Marathon

BT
AfAB B3terdr - 1:59:41

b b — 2:02:28



., Women's Marathon

Aspect

Winner

Record Time
Previous Record
Second Place

Third Place

¥ Added Exam Facts

Topic

Marathon Distance
Origin

Dominance

Physiology Factor

- Key Highlights

Details (English)

Tigst Assefa

2:15:41 (new record)

2:15:50 (her own record)

Hellen Obiri - 2:15:53

Joyciline Jepkosgei - 2:15:55

Key Points (English)

42.195 km

Ancient Greece (Battle of Marathon)

East African runners dominate long-distance

events

High altitude training advantage

faaror (Hindi)

Tigst Assefa

2:15:41 (741 fR®B18)
2:15:60 (%d &1 p1s)
2t anfad

&4 fag (Hindi)
42.195 fawt

wret W

o 0B e o

Fard Uz wieiaror &1 @
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Sebastian Sawe became the first-ever athlete to dip below the 2-hour mark.reuters



® DEFENCE

In Chinese military’s new Atlas drone swarm system, much to worry for India

EXPERTEXPLAINS
SuvAsH DESAT

NON-RESIDENT FELLOW WITH FOREIGN
POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE, PHILADELPHIA

THE CHINESE People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) unveiled its new Atlas drone swarm
system (atelasi) last month. The system
combines features like simultaneous mass
launch, nearly 100 drones, and a single
human touchpoint to control them all,
The system s like a mini-battlefield net-
work on wheels, where drones are truck-
launched, remotely navigated by a single
operator, and capable of scouting, com-
municating, confusing, and attacking de-
fenses across a large perimeter. More im-

portantly, it is a very small, independent
unit that is easy to hide, camouflage, and
operate from remote comers,

What isthissystem?

The Atlas system can simultaneously
launch up to 96 small- and medium-sized
speed drones that can form defensive
structures and precision formations.

Thelaunch time between dronesisless
than three seconds. Thus, within 300 sec-
onds, the system can launch all 96 drones,
For context, amid the recent West Asiawar,
the US advanced E-3 Sentry AWACS air-
craft at the Prince Sultan Airbase in Saudi
Arabia was destroyed by a swarm of 29
drones and a few ballistic missiles.

Purely on scale, in the US, the Depart-
ment of War's “Perdix" and Defense Ad-
vanced Research Project Agency's “Offset”
systemscan launch 103 micro-drones and
2530 unmannexi systems, respectively. Even
China's "mothership” (Jiu Tian)canlaunch
up to 100-150 drones.

But Atlas stands out for its inteiligence
because, in modern military warfare,

counting dronesis an outdated metric, The
real victory lies in the cognitive test: can
these 90 to 100 drones think individually
and as a unit, reroute, identify, reidentify
targets, and execute multiple strikes — all
withonly one human touchpoim? Itis here
that the Atlas Drone Swarm system out-
shinesitscompetitors, at least theoretically.

The Atlas system has undergone
multiple advanced tests. This Includes the
March test, when the PLA conducted the
first full media demonstration for it

Whois the manufacturer?

China Electronic Technology Group
Corporation (CETC) (zhongguo dianzi keji
Jituan gongst), established in 2002, one of
the leaders of China’s push for achieving
civil-military integration, has manufac-
tured the Atlas system, It is a state-owned
electronics and telecommunications con-
glomerate and works with the PLA.

CETC has been responsible for China's
major defence electronic breakthroughs,
including the technology that gave
China its first nuclear bomb, guided mis-

The Atlas drone swarm operations system,
CHINA MILITARY ONLINE

sile, and geo-orbital satellite.

Whatis the role of drones in the PLA?

Conceptually, as detalled in the 2020
version of The Science of Military Strategy,
a publication of China's Academy of Mili-
tary Science, “intelligentisation” (zhi neng
hiea) Is a defining paradigm of future con-
flicts. The 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025)
explicitly stated that future wars will be
“uncrewed and intelligent”,

epaperindianexpresscom pumm =N

In the past 50 years, China has consist-
ently learned from others’ wars, For in-
stance, the two Gulf Wars compelled the
PLA to pursue a strategy of winning local
wars under Informatised conditions. Simi-
larly, China is taking notes on drone use
from recent conflicts, including the Russia-
Ukraine war, the Israel-Palestine conflict,
India’s Operation Sindoor, and the US's Op-
eration Epic Fury,

On the ground. the intelligent guesswork
is thar China has tens of thousands of un-
manned aerial vehicles across all four varni-
ants — smaller drones, medium-altitude
long-endurance, high-altitude long-endur-
ance, and advanced, novel, and stealth
drones. These have been deployed across all
PLA theatre commands and military dis-
tricts and have been regularly included in
operations in the Taiwan Strait, the South
China Sea, and around the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) with India, Some of them are
alsotested in Ukraine, Gaza, and with Hou-
thi Rebels around the Red Sea area.

Inthe past 18 months, the PLA has also
tested a “drone mothership” capable of re-

feasing 100-150 smaller loitering drones.

What are the implications for India?

The Atlas system can confuse and over-
whelm Taiwan’s and India’s air defences,
forcing these countries Lo waste multiple
resources on eliminating them, which is
difficult given its mobility and camouflage.

Furthermore, the system'’s algorithm-
driven kill chain and autonomous, inde-
pendent target identification make it lethal
against strategically valuable targets.

Especially on the India front, Tibet’s ad-
vanced road and rail network enables quick
deployment and launch, These swarms
could also be used to disturb the Indian
army’s logistics and Infrastructure linesby
attacking the approach roads to India’s for-
ward-deployed posts. Behind enemy lines,
attacks isolate the forward posts.

Finally, counter<jamming these swarms
ischallenging since they share information
and adjust formarions and targets without
central human intervention.

LONGER VERSION ON
WWW INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED




Aspect

System Name

Developed By

Manufacturer

Type

Key Feature

Launch Speed

Control

Capabilities

Technology

Deployment Nature

Key Points (English)

Atlas Drone Swarm System

People's Liberation Army (PLA)

Drone swarm warfare system

Launch up to 96 drones simultaneously

< 3 seconds between drones

Single human operator (Al-assisted

autonomy)

Scouting, communication, confusion,
precision attack

Autonomous coordination, algorithm-
driven targeting

Mobile, camouflaged, remote operation

&2 fdg (Hindi)
Qo g1 W1 JoTet

People's Liberation Army

g di 3idR < 3 Abs

T 3iTq¥eR gRT fAd=or (Al 3menfid)

AR, IOR, yH, Ietd gHal

IR IH-G, TenRed 3menfRd ded
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* Concept: Drone Swarm Warfare

Aspect

Definition
Core Idea

Al Role

Advantage

Challenge

© Global Context

Aspect

Learning Source

China Strategy

Drone Types

Recent Use

Explanation (English)

Multiple drones acting as a coordinated unit

"Quantity + Intelligence” > individual power

Autonomous decision-making & target

selection

Overwhelm air defence systems

Difficult to jam or intercept all drones

Details (English)

Gulf Wars, Russia-Ukraine war, Israel

conflicts

“Intelligentised warfare” doctrine

Small, medium-altitude, high-altitude,
stealth drones

Taiwan Strait, South China Sea, LAC region

@A (Hindi)

&% 3 Mwa e go1é &6 avg B
e + gfgren = fdie ofad

@ fofa a wea aa+

a8 B ufia/AfEeE R 1

Wit g1 B A1 BidA

faazor (Hindi)

fafi=1 yeR & g4

argam, gféror @19 @R, LAC



e Rising sway of UPI

Unified Payments Interface has changed the way money is spent. Wallets have turned thinner,
mostly containing cards — which too stay put there, venturing out occasionally. UPl has made
transactions easier and quicker. No wonder it processed over 645 mn daily transactions in 2025.

UPI expands further; prepaid instruments & credit cards see strong gains

Split of Payment transaction (%) by volume

8 UPI | Prepaidinstrument B9 IMPS |INEFT B8 Debit Card
NACH [ CreditCard % APBS | RTGS [l No.of transactions

100% —-
90%
80% -
70% -
60%
50% -
40%
30%
20%
10%

0

FY22 FY23 FY24 FY2

Note: Only domestic financial transactions are considered:

OMFY26

Yoy Change Average

(OMFY26 vs Ticket Size

9MFY25) | (9MFY26)
UPI 3% 7208
Prepaid 43% %284
Instrument
IMPS 10% |[34517
'NEFT 5%  |T48,134 J
Debit . |
Card -22% 133,414
'NACH % |N267 |
Credit = |
Card 27%  |%4,003
APBS 7% 7944
RTGS 14% %66,98,063;

1. RTGS transactions excludes interbank transactions: Volumes of RTGS is less than 0.5%



Share of top 3 UPl apps declines ' Top five banks across digital

UPltransaction Share of other banks & PSPs payment categor ies
volume share by app* T : ~
e GYP - 9M | 9M Share of RemitterBank  9MFY25 9MFY26\
& @
il i | ,FY25 Fi20 State Bank of India . 26% | 26%
® Paytm @ Others Navi N% | 25% ,. :
e ¥ =5 o | HDFC Bank 8% 8% |
0 o uper Mone A o | | 1 |
MY oo i | gq | | |BankofBaroda 6% | 7%
| “Fampay e, ‘77 " | Union Bank of India 6% 6% ]
i 1% | 7% | | PunjabNationalBank | 5% | 5%
.BHIM | 3% ! 5% ‘ *Total may not sum to 100 because of differences due to
Amazonpay @ 8% | 5% ] rounding off
‘ I 10 o Source: RBI data, National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
IMFY25  9MFY26 Others .41/° . 32/’ statistics, BCG analysis



GREEN CORRIDORS

MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA

Medellin developed 30 “green corridors”
(shade-providing routes) along waterways and
roads, reducing surrounding temperatures by
upto3°Cto4°C.

MASSIVE TREE PLANTING

FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE

The city committed to planting one million
trees to increase vegetation cover by 50% to
combat deforestation and heat.

REFLECTIVE PAVEMENT PAINT

LOS ANGELES, USA

LA s piloting painting asphalt with specialised
coatings that reflect sun rays, lowering street-
level surface temperatures by up to 5.5° C. Like
many cities, it's replacing traditional concrete
with porous materials that allow moisture to
evaporate, providing passive cooling.

How world cities are tackling heat

ROOFTOP FORESTS AND

LIVING WALLS ‘e

ROTTERDAM, PARIS

Rotterdam is transforming its roofs into green
spaces to reduce building temperatures and
manage water, while Paris is planting 1,70,000
trees to create “cool islands.”

GREEN LIVING ROOMS

FRANKFURT, GERMANY

The city placed portable, plant-covered
structures to provide instant shade

and natural cooling in busy, hot spots.

COOL ISLAND NETWORKS
PARIS, FRANCE

The city authorities mapped over
800 shady, cool spots — parks,
fountains, and air-conditioned
museums — accessible via
anapp.

NATURALAIR VENTILATION ZONES
TOKYO, JAPAN

Urban planners have mandated the orientation

of buildings to allow sea breeze to flow into the
city, preventing heat trapping.

N

-

HEATWAVE PREPAREDNESS
SIMULATIONS

BARCELONA, SPAIN

Barcelona is simulating a 50° cheatwave to
test the city’s preparedness, ensuring that
emergency services and public infrastructure
can handle severe, fast-approaching
extreme heat.

EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS
Cities like Miami and Phoenix have
appointed Chief Heat Officers to
coordinate heat
response, warn citizens
and implement rapid,
targeted support for
vulnerable
neighbourhoods.




Word of the day

Foolhardy:

marked by defiant disregard for danger or
consequences

Synonyms: reckless, careless, daring

Usage: she made a foolhardy decision without
thinking.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/foolhardy

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fu:lha:di/
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
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LT/ ffairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
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