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SC asks Union govt. to draw up
rules on social media conduct

The apex court was hearing a case against comedians for insensitive jokes about people with disabilities; the Centre was

asked to work on rules in a bid to balance free speech with the right of varied communities to live in society with dignity

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday said so-

cial media influen-
cers commercialise free
speech, and their com-
ments had the capacity to
hurt sentiments in a di-
verse society, which in-
cludes persons with dis-
abilities, women, children,
senior  citizens, and
minorities.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi asked the Union go-
vernment to work on
guidelines to regulate con-
duct on social media, in-
cluding online shows such
as podcasts, in consulta-
tion with the National
Broadcasters and Digital
Association, represented
by advocate Nisha Bhamb-
hani, in a bid to balance
free speech with the equal-
ly important right of varied
communities to live in so-
ciety with dignity.

The court was hearing a
case against comedians, in-
cluding Samay Raina, for

Q When you are
free speech, vou should
also bear in mind not
to hurt the sentiments
of certain sections of
society

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
Supreme Court judge

“abusing freedom of
speech and expression” by
making insensitive jokes
about persons with disabil-
ities.

“When you are com-
mercialising free speech,
you should also bear in
mind not to hurt the senti-
ments of certain sections
of society,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

Justice Kant said that by
making insensitive jokes
about persons with disabil-
ities, the constitutional ob-
jective of bringing them in-

commercialising

!Q Today. we
have an
unfortunate incident
of disabled persons,
tOmMorrow it can
be about women,
children and senior
citizens. Anvbody
can start making
fun... where is all
this going to end?
JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Supreme Court Judge

to the mainstream was
“completely smashed”.

‘Varied communities’
Justice Bagchi acknow-
ledged that humour was an
irreplaceable part of life,
but levity must not breach
sensibilities. “We are a
country of varied com-
munities,” he said.

Justice Kant said guide-
lines must be framed in a
way that violation would
inevitably lead to specific
consequences. “Unless ef-
fective consequences are

framed, people can zig-zag
their way out of liability.
Consequences must be
proportionate to the harm
done. They cannot be an
empty formality,” he said.
He clarified that the
court was not for a mo-
ment trying to curtail free
speech, but was expecting
the proposed guidelines to
draw a line between free

speech and hurtful speech.

Primary aim
Attorney-General R. Ven-
kataramani, appearing for
the Centre, responded that
the primary objective of
the proposed guidelines
would be sensitisation of
social media users.

“But if somebody vio-
lates, they will have to take
responsibility... Many of
these media blogs are like
feeding your own ego,” Mr.
Venkataramani submitted.

Justice Bagchi pointed
out that the top court had
divided speech into free
speech, commercial
speech, and prohibited
speech. “What we see here
is an overlap of commer-

cial and  prohibited
speech,” the  judge
remarked.

“Today, we have an un-
fortunate incident of dis-
abled persons, tomorrow it
can be about women, chil-
dren and senior citizens.
Anybody can start making
fun... where is all this going
to end?” Justice Kant
asked.

Senior advocate Aparaji-
ta Singh, who represents
M/s SMA Cure Foundation,
which had moved against
the comedians’ remarks
about persons with disabil-
ities, submitted that “what
influencers say matters. It
influences an  entire
generation”.

Ms. Singh said they
could act as ambassadors
to spread awareness and
sensitivity on social media.
“That will be the best apol-
ogy they could make,” Ms.
Singh suggested.

The court directed the
comedians to communi-
cate their unconditional
apology through their
shows. It listed the case in
November.




1. Context of Case

The Supreme Court was hearing a case against comedians accused of making insensitive jokes
about persons with disabilities.
Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi asked the Union Government to draft rules

on social media conduct.

2. Concerns Highlighted by SC

Social media influencers often commercialise free speech, which may hurt sentiments of
communities.

Jokes about disabled persons today can extend tomorrow to women, children, and senior
citizens.

The Court emphasised the need to balance free speech with dignity of communities.



3. Court's Directions
e Union Govt. to work on guidelines in consultation with stakeholders (National Broadcasters &
Digital Association, etc.).
e Guidelines should:
» Define boundaries between free speech, commercial speech, and prohibited speech.
e Ensure proportional liability for violations.
* Avoid being a mere formality.
4. Primary Arguments
e Attorney General R. Venkataramani: The main goal of guidelines is to sensitise influencers.
 Many influencers violate rules by making insensitive jokes/blogs, exploiting “ego” for popularity.
5. Civil Society View
» Advocate Aparajita Singh (for SMA Cure Foundation) argued: “What influencers say matters; it
impacts entire generations.”

» SC ordered comedians to make unconditional apology, next hearing listed for November.



Historical & Background Context

1. Article 19(1)(a): Guarantees Freedom of Speech & Expression in India.

2. Article 19(2): Allows reasonable restrictions in the interests of sovereignty, public order, decency,

morality, etc.
3. Key Cases:
» Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India (2015): Struck down Section 66A of IT Act, protecting online
free speech but also emphasising reasonable restrictions.
» K.S. Puttaswamy Case (2017): Recognised Right to Privacy as part of Article 21 - relevant for
regulating online speech.
e Subramanian Swamy vs. Union of India (2016): Upheld criminal defamation as a reasonable
restriction under Art. 19(2).
4. Global Comparisons
e EU: Digital Services Act (2022) regulates online platforms, curbs hate speech, fake news.
» USA: Free speech under First Amendment enjoys stronger protection; regulation focuses more

on harmful conduct than content.






Q. Consider the following statements regarding freedom of speech and regulation in India:

1. Article 19(1)(a) guarantees freedom of speech and expression, subject to reasonable restrictions
under Article 19(2).
. In Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India (2015), the Supreme Court upheld Section 66A of the IT Act as a
valid restriction.
. The Supreme Court in K.S. Puttaswamy Case (2017) recognised the Right to Privacy as a fundamental
right under Article 21.

4. Criminal defamation in India has been declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3and 4 only




N

News

e Stealth frigates Udaygiri, |RanathSingh lauds
Hin:giri to jOil‘.l Navy today role of citizens in

g Operation Sindoor
3 Jmﬁwuwwhwﬁ;hm Bve sdvanced weaponey. imodern ndia sends flood

Ihe vesscls
sensor systertis desdpsted to execute Tull spectruem of operations in blucaviter condithons | T skt B i

Taiosibay, Asint 24,

MW UL alert to PFakistan
Puople in bordar aroas O 1py.,
At hits vehicle spport o she LSRR it 1 o
¢t focou during Oper- 000 oo
carrying pilgrims in L \ nd detoren ML GO0 arming was
\ Nirigtls wald b e amieutedt twinach
il whn & " W 3 . [ n Manday, .n,.m-...-- P .-n whwt
Ao v el i Gkt LRl ey b e Uradoas 74 atwalih fiigat v = o A MAgl A skl i
W Makandatunhie QAo of Uttar fvadeals i the Chduiygtde d anmd Fhisvg), the g e Adarali Deluie aiwl ‘m‘ww‘m m ,_,,,, ,m.
warly Denies o Mulnlqy,llu-. low aabed. Twar o Nuv Dase I vn-nhnpm ) ‘vll'ﬂll Acadumy 0 jodh FGWA OTCIAL <Ol Delweel
1 wota minocs, Whike 12 of tksee W 0N Tk m whiaro o Rblanted (G, unniies sihwe »
" m-.,uu st e bokow thee ago of I efence MInier e g1 the ‘vital rola of citis 100r Oy COnMICT batmeun therm
et Yol Addic .u.unum.i.-lm the v-mh St will preew e ~ wafsuziardirus 'Iu' " M U,‘,,,N., I8, 2015,
euthi. and dlr\n.lu)ol kil 10 0mTe t bost v the wvent. which will \ Mecalling the recent w comi o
o " Inyjure Waes announued ark the fir it Hon S e -
ey et 18 93 Lale e i Mo i o Mg wnvwavwr g avposd el e SOEAAR DRI
dhw  warshipe aple ok arwan was LRI O e+
- yars. Ponik gl sntbonbal sens Y gy Qe wffeisk swil,
wak the reaponebilicy of sy w
Bnhanced capability ey cithauin, NOt Just the go- s
M. Mgt wakd Ehat o WL OF Tl At el Raesa, desiting
Veunib wurd o the oparation ak symbolic

Weay be sarver (WS Lirtmnr 4 e & imresd e MUrToie) (s Py 20330 1 the yourh (o of <N

(GIEID A Kolkate, show.

'u
e nIo Lot < supparted by several | tion v -m «-nm n c-vumw-mlnuumnue o
s

-n.- el e Wiy o wlanh il vt Ve m
e b IM o on ot m.u Ay e vk (AT .l»nw. Aald e academy
i har JULTERN A R -—l
ot 4w Gk Palialgain a
v il G com Soviving the heritage of | achieved thetr objectives oith, cutalltak
Aol T Camighwat w5 Onnplicl 1 AL (CODOG war AL Dire | WAED PRSCIAION. 108 Adartond  AQUAIY vuql lar soldiee
Whiili abaotving the I itish. 11 1HE oud that Intograted platfoem WnAnv  thase namen, e how frl: | thar while terrorista Killed  and. . ape
hanider ™ were Bl fnd it tid aned conmruc i sprmany wyatem. and ad Join, dhe | innocent prophs “bawed on  urged udm“- mmmnu
polariaing hiatory®. Tho apecisl iacules eloasod tmummc n- hon vénvod Tl anéhally W il W e o
by the N IR k Parvition Hoerors Navy' Yowign o1 o aor With ncing  the  Nuvy's ‘Semroved i ake indla procd on Ha.
e bl tram S i A e B b it W 15 100 Wby Trmedlines Owwmnn, Thanweel ame bl e globul stags
Jnnah. thw Congrem md llw then Viceeay. Lard

) e 160
T oot Tt bouis COMINALIALS are

() Centre :_!'"Wﬁ Air-drop test success a (')::?T;;ﬁ i SC forms panel to
Genctal Didveel ol switch from big step in Gaganyaan | jgues being examine complaints

defence tallkes In Algeria uprs to NPs mission: ISRO scientist | resolved: sSC | against Vantara

sliod oF e Avany -u-m v.»...u-l Ul
% awtbcas smlbhary Risns Douat o inilla ALKl -

4 Outabies 3029, Suuh

NIW DL NANTHARUKAM s vital an saoty beof | W kL
“
o lwnce Indmteial cooper The 1ina y inkag od Al A i row over allugest i | The Supreme ot on
Br o an ocinl visie 10 Alieris Monday introdwcad & olv: JADTLON con: ragulurithen i the conduct | Monday consimuted a 5po
] w ey il O cormper s e | esal vt lon Team

o= O RICO e 0

OprMion Sin lv from the Unifled Fen-

slon Schwme (UPK) 10 the
o,

Kystonm g.n-y s,

o AfICH. According 1o

wornrves, with Al operating gy on shnibae
Il i Wl

clorriismtine, euiniing,

April b e g [ s s o bk M i
s oL A. Kajarajan, wilor sclen Vogvond iy T 14N Sechinical And operational | and Allegaons of Vil
o i worw  botng vo- | tone Teieeed agasne Vi - “We  desm It appro

cal Ilnl A il o 1o lliect for -

vnApc ,--um

! On the ald the new uy \ oF & special 1o
Pravide memnined pryoaits M llaluv«mn wakd that s m..qunw-ur.l oy 1 Cagrtuniln
i g liywes. = Erastow, R Wvas )y Tansd ik

(T4 mm b 1 un n
e VAL Tl
uuvvm tm

worml

Theo Marvey bt Kl M) ulll » N oW J0, | o
Truthion abarhdy shat Tive docialon 10 s Vol 14 Rptorntor 40
IMpOee Uty o Conon would Mo ml-h Pricos 10 an ohce mumaran
MOt co hnl-luw Wareds . Tulklong 1o

M 1o autd coton producers

ale Jayis a
nlawiil That inbers of e 3T
from  Include Reics Maghaven

: ]

J) - Cia "
aan Aight - twa o Ilm ucllilvl- nh\ln lklv exAmIbatie
Critical triale nod  the Atuman Apace FIght | duripcons wero iAo
e ey 1 N B0 Do Fwsodves ol
aartion ant of the animil. Ko
ool Land ¢

v oped T

Hi

Ve witon Fanslh P T T

f-llllb'h MN- hml Misrorienlly roc 'lwd nunhﬂ' 1y my e exercised by LIPS el lhl' " IAIVI m IIM l\‘ sty de Viurtara llnnm-r Mumbal e
Hiwi, 31 D o kel T 1oy ahent it Hamwnvair, 1 1 kit bssbemin); wonl S
l'lM o Ihﬂ I| Moy v e h!l!llcllvl niu ey A e yoar Pk 1o the hMt‘ llvw nlv- lll-‘ i Ih- weie (InlNll)‘ Adkdithmial

o i Hasw Al =y - ol bl bv g LRI
iy, Wikl Thies t0eal  nyman. e e Tood | wad aper Yrevee R ok N ‘"w priva by AR 3 - ¥ 3t 3
2.37%. TN 1 Qute of TUIAmMeNt In cake | candimions. The ISRO had  carrod owr ¢ ndto-and | and oxam | appropiiate o onder mitted by September 12
MVII'I'M‘U | ﬁ cotron Ill"ll’vlhnvt OVE Cotton ol vohuy Y retireimant, us wuccerstinlly sccomplivhod modelling for this tese. My D lnl from the el depndent inguiry + The co ewd the case

"n ks thiey malil apphicatile” i oadded Al CAguny i TV s BLaparindiun sukt Henco of tha candidaten, e winids of pusticn Sepramber 18,
T = s S SUDOKL EANTER
'I.ll- m Ewm Ia -+ Wi A
- e

et by Avvasy T 5 4 | Power of divine knowledge

- % 5 9 8 10 worid Adluct with Wanrncasona and choos, Bnding e
iy 0o% BTV forlang 4 e |

 Protoud ao-

"
18 Amoulance

+ peace aind i ital g
1 2 il Tk, b
Tk

8 = — divine ol Swi
e JEARER R 9 8 4 i Thvee Gt wtabion by Chvapior 1V, vevss S5, “Thire v
) Sl B - 7

"

- g purifying us «<ivine lvnawk\m e knowlke
[ — 7 1 ¥ .‘

W poweer ol
i

Carahully conmidur Intradicing 4 In court

Vel 11 e BT ORI ® Barvm o1 i

00 AN artaln

ity arf 1, il v.mw dwine kinewleds
WIthin oni's wary: Thia kivawbecse (s Wk ARtidow v e
Impuritivs of the mind, purifylog anyone who. secks i
Wit AHCaricy. T (AR AtV Power of divine know

Addent 4 Wows of aeumod idividiaus ks

i it

o irng At (1)

it 9

aeadarsy ot Wi g 1t Har (7 = 3 4

s oomaring b it (1

st S o et (10 r 8
e

Arvnagind
el (st aEbabocl ap sl vnbgii
s ot atbon b Brshirns Vidys

Ol bl wvereil as sty el
Vidyn and tha apuieuial capiea of Whe Waril, Tha CouniTys
anelent

"
" Vst srughe

-
N@

H
3

W eko e Iy b e ing
thesw tinwebens teachings, ndividusts can
unl-nhlln-u WIE protointial and attaiis Apieisual growth.

paced woeld, the levancy of bra i vnyu
z vivug tradbon, it
ki agrie

eeass
A Mok abbe b spah skt
o

N=BOARLD

LIS D~

Vet
L Y Y S o R R ir
CABMILM B A0 oot babied W & bit o AW Wiel 111 a b ) T «v.«.
i by sehanl - pasmes missiy femsed 20 Daewr s i p—
WITATS o Sonatons (3,9 oA 3

ot the et
TAIVE POWOF o (VN Kowhcge ARG u.umu
ot v il e

~o~osuuon

a
2
7
é
4
°




Stealth frigates Udaygiri,
Himgiri to join Navy today

The vessels are follow-on variants of Shivalik-class frigates; they have advanced weaponry, modern

sensor systems designed to execute full spectrum of maritime operations in blue-water conditions

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

he Indian Navy is

set to commission

the state-of-the-art
Project 17A stealth frigates
Udaygiri and Himgiri at the
Naval Base in Visakhapat-
nam on Tuesday.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh will preside ov-
er the event, which will
mark the first-ever simulta-
neous commissioning of
two frontline warships
built at different shipyards.

Enhanced capability

Mr. Singh said that both
vessels were follow-on var-
iants of the Shivalik-class
frigates. They featured en-
hanced stealth capabili-
ties, advanced weaponry,
and modern sensor sys-
tems designed to execute
the full spectrum of mari-
time operations in blue-
water conditions. Udaygiri,
built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. in Mum-
bai, and Himgiri, con-
structed by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers
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Ready to serve: INS Udaygiri during its launch at Mazgaon Docks Limited in Mumbai in May 2022. PTi

(GRSE) in Kolkata, show-
case India’s growing ship-
building expertise and in-
ter-yard collaboration.
Notably, Udaygiri was the
fastest of her class to be de-
livered after launch, owing
to the adoption of modular
construction techniques.
Designed in-house by
the Navy's Warship Design
Bureau (WDB), Udaygiri is

the 100th vessel to be de-
signed, marking a miles-
tone in five decades of indi-
genous warship design.
Both frigates are fitted with
combined diesel or gas
(CODOG) propulsion, an
integrated platform man-
agement system, and ad-
vanced Indian-made wea-
pons and sensors. With
nearly 75% indigenous con-

tent — supported by several
MSMEs — the ships embo-
dy the vision of Aatmanirb-
har Bharat, the Ministry
added.

Reviving the heritage of
earlier warships that bore
these names, the new fri-
gates will now join the
Eastern Fleet, substantially
enhancing the Navy’s
reach in the Indian Ocean.



. About INS Udaygiri & INS Himgiri
» Follow-on variants of Shivalik-class frigates (Project 17).

* Equipped with:

e Advanced stealth features.

* Modern weaponry & sensor systems.

e Capability to conduct full-spectrum maritime operations in blue-water conditions.
e INS Udaygiri:

e Built at Mazagon Dock Ltd. (Mumbai).

» Fastest of her class to be delivered after launch.

e Designed by Navy's Warship Design Bureau (WDB).
e INS Himgiri:

e Built at Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata.



2. Enhanced Capabilities
 Powered by Combined Diesel or Gas (CODOG) propulsion.

* Nearly 75% indigenous content (supporting Atmanirbhar Bharat).
» Advanced Indian-made weapons, modular construction, and integrated platform management

system.

3. Significance
e Strengthens the Eastern Naval Command's maritime power in the Indian Ocean.

» Showcases India’s indigenous warship-building capability (5 decades of progress).
* Increases India’s ability to counter maritime threats & safeguard strategic interests.

» Boosts MSME participation in defence sector supply chains.



™ Background & Historical Context

» Project 17 Frigates (Shivalik-class):

e First stealth warships built in India (commissioned 2010 onwards).
* Project 17A:

* Approved in 2015.

» Seven frigates planned, built by Mazagon Dock (4) & GRSE (3).
e Earlier names:

* INS Udaygiri (Leander-class frigate, decommissioned 2007).

* INS Himgiri (Nilgiri-class frigate, decommissioned 2005).

e Reviving these names honors the legacy of earlier Indian warships.







Q. With reference to India’s naval shipbuilding program, consider the following statements:

1. INS Udaygiri and INS Himgiri are part of Project 17A, which is an upgraded version of the Shivalik-
class stealth frigates.
2. Both frigates are completely built with foreign technology and have no indigenous components.

3. The propulsion system of these frigates is based on the Combined Diesel or Gas (CODOG) system.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Centre allows
one-time
switch from
UPS to NPS

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Monday introduced a one-
time, one-way switch facili-
ty from the Unified Pen-
sion Scheme (UPS) to the
National Pension System
(NPS).

From April 1, the go-
vernment has introduced
the UPS as an option under
the NPS for Central govern-
ment employees. UPS will
provide assured payouts to
the employees.

Around 31,555 Central
government  employees
have opted for UPS till July
20, and the last date to en-
roll is September 30.

In an office memoran-
dum, the Ministry said the
facility will be available to
employees who have opted
for UPS. “This switch facili-
ty may be exercised by UPS
optees any time not later
than one year prior to the
date of superannuation or
three months prior to the
date of retirement in case
of voluntary retirement, as
applicable,” it added.




The Finance Ministry has allowed a one-time, one-way switch from Unified Pension Scheme (UPS)
to the National Pension System (NPS).
This facility is available for employees who opted for UPS earlier this year (April 1 onwards).
As of July 20, around 31,555 Central government employees have chosen UPS; the last date to
enroll is September 30, 2025.
The switch facility must be exercised either:

e Within 1 year before superannuation, or

» Within 3 months before voluntary retirement.



_l. Background: Pension Reforms in India
e Old Pension Scheme (OPS):

» Assured defined benefit pension (usually 50% of last drawn salary).
* Financially unsustainable due to rising pension bills.
» National Pension System (NPS):
* Introduced in 2004 for new entrants into central government service (except armed forces).
» Defined contribution scheme: both employee and employer contribute, returns depend on
market.
» Portable, with partial withdrawals and annuity on retirement.
» Unified Pension Scheme (UPS):
 Announced in Budget 2024-25 to balance both worlds (assured payout + employee
contribution).

* Assured minimum pension linked to salary, but partially funded.



4 Key Differences: NPS vs UPS

Feature

Type

Introduced

Contributions

Returns

Payout

Flexibility

Fiscal Impact

NPS (National Pension System)

Defined Contribution

2004 (for central govt. employees)

Employee + Employer both contribute
(usually 10% of salary by employee, 14%
by govt.)

Market-linked (via pension fund
managers)

Lump sum + annuity on retirement (not
fixed, depends on market returns)

Portable across jobs/sectors

Lower burden on govt., sustainable long

term

UPS (Unified Pension Scheme)

Hybrid (part defined benefit, part
contribution-based)

2024 (as NPS alternative)

Employee contribution + Govt. support
(formula based)

Guaranteed assured payouts (formula ensures
minimum pension)

Fixed pension post-retirement (more
predictable than NPS, but less fiscally
sustainable than OPS)

Limited portability

Higher burden (closer to OPS), but moderated

compared to old scheme



Q. Consider the following statements regarding pension reforms in India:

1. The National Pension System (NPS), introduced in 2004, is a defined benefit scheme for all central
government employees.

2. The Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) was introduced in 2024 to provide assured payouts along with
employee contributions.

3. Under NPS, pension payouts are market-linked and not fully guaranteed.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only
 (b) 2and 3 only
* (c)

(d)

c) 1Tand 3 only

d)1,2and 3
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What does the new online gaming Act outline?
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1. Recent Development

» The Lok Sabha passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025.
* Aim: To regulate online gaming, curb gambling-like activities, and protect vulnerable players.
» Bill covers three segments:

» E-sports

» Social Gaming

» Real Money Games (RMGs)

2. Key Features of the Act

 Ban on RMGs and their advertisements.

» Licensing & registration required for platforms operating in India.

» Offering/betting on RMGs without authorisation: Up to 10 years imprisonment or 21 crore fine or
both.

» Recognises e-sports and social gaming as legitimate.

» State governments retain jurisdiction under Entries 34 & 62 of the State List (betting & gambling).



3. Why Regulation was Needed

e Economic Impact: Indians spend ~255,000 crore annually on RMGs.
* Social Harm:
« WHO links RMGs to addictive behaviour & psychological disorders.
e Several suicides reported in Karnataka & Tamil Nadu due to online gaming debts.
« Revenue Aspect: Govt wants to regulate for taxation (online gaming companies already under
28%).

4. Concerns Raised

e Industry claims ban on RMGs could affect 2 lakh jobs.
» State vs Centre issue: Gambling is a State List subject; Centre regulating may create conflict.

e Global experience: UK & US regulate through licensing + taxation, not outright bans.



Background & Historical Context

1.

Public Gambling Act, 1867 — Colonial law that prohibits running or being in charge of a public

gambling house. Still forms the basis of gambling regulation in India.

2. Sikkim & Nagaland - First states to regulate online games under a licensing regime.

3. Supreme Court Judgments:

» K.R. Lakshmanan (1996) — Declared horse racing a game of skill, not chance.

» Rummy & Fantasy Sports cases — Courts held games of skill are distinct from gambling.

. Global Practices:

» UK's Gambling Commission regulates through licensing.

» US allows state-wise regulation, e.g., Nevada for casinos, New Jersey for online gambling.



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Online Gaming Act, 2025:

1. The Act classifies online gaming into three categories — e-sports, social gaming, and real money
games.

2. Offering unauthorised real money games is punishable with imprisonment of up to 10 years.

3. The power to regulate gambling and betting lies only with the Union Government under the

Concurrent List.

4. Online gaming companies in India are subject to GST at 28%.

Which of the above statements are correct?
A) 1and 2 only

B) 1, 2, and 4 only

C) 2 and 3 only

D) 1, 3, and 4 only



Fiji PM Rabuka’s changing relationship with his country’s Indian diaspora

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI AUGUST 25

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi met his
Fijian counterpart Sitiveni Ligamamada
Rabuka in New Delhi on Monday. Rabuka
is on his first visit to India since becoming
PM in December 2022,

Of Fiji's large Indian diaspora, Rabuka
said: “They (Fijian-Indians) have con-
tributed to what Fiji is today... They continue
to contribute to Fiji's growth, to Fiji’s econ-
omy, to Fiji's stability.”

Rabulka's own rise in Fijian politics had
been on the back of a coup in 1987, which
removed a Prime Minister backed by eth-
nic Indians from office. Rabuka has since
apologised for his actions at the time.

The Fijian coup of 1987

On the morning of May 14, 1987,
Rabuka, then a lieutenant colonel in the
army, and 10 masked soldiers stormed Fiji's

parfiament and arrested then PM Timoci
Bavadra. At a news conference subse-
quently, Rabuka announced the suspension
of the constitution and said he would form
acaretaker government until fresh elections
are held to “restore civilian rule and go back
to democracy”, The Indian Express had re-
ported at the time.

The coup took place alittle over amonth
after an alliance of the National Federation
Party and Labour Party won elections that
led to the formation of a cabinet dominated
by ethnic Indians for the first time since Fiji's
independence from Britainin 1970, Bavadra
had been elected with the support of a large
section of Fijian-Indians,

A day after his takeover, Rabuka an-
nounced he was drafting a new constitution
that would guarantee Fiji would never again
have an Indian-dominated government {‘No
Power for Indians: Rabuka’, The Indian
Express, May 16, 1987 ). He denied discrimi-
nating against Indians, and claimed that he
wasonly “looking after the Fijians’ interest”.

OnMay 19, anti-Indian riots broke out in
the country, “[A] crowd of ethnic Fjians ran
through the streets of Suva in an hour-long
rampage, attacking Indians and Indian-
owned shops™ despite Rabuka's appeals for
calm, The indian Express reported on May 20,
At least 50 Indians were reported injured in
violence provoked by a rally that Indians
took out in support of the ousted PM.

Rabuka’s second coup
Widespread racial vio-
lence followed the military
takeover, academic Amba
Pande wrote inan article pub-

HISTORY

1987, plans to reform the constitution were
approved, and it was decided that Bavadra
and Kamisese Mara — a former PM popu-
lar with indigenous Fijians — would form
an interim government.

In response, Rabuka orchestrated a sec-
ond coup on September 25 of that year. He
declared Fiji a republic, and proclaimed him-
self head of state, replacing the Queen.
Countries around the world condemned
these actions and refused to recognise his
regime. India imposed trade
sanctions on Fiji.

Under pressure, Rabuka re-
signed as head of state on

lished in the journal Strategic
Analysis (‘Race and Power Struggle in Fiji'.
Pande wrote that an attempt by the gover-
nor-general to form an advisory council
with both Bavadra and Rabuka failed after
the ousted PM refused to participate “on the
grounds that the composition of the coun-
cil was unconstitutional and biased”.
Following weeks of negotiations, in july

December 6, 1987, and Penaia
Ganilau became the first President of the
Fijian Republic. A new constitution was
promulgated in 1990, and elections were
held two years later.

Background of crisis
The 1987 election result wasonly a trig-
ger for Rabuka's coup. Since independence,

the South Pacific Ocean archipelago had
seen a widening political divide between
ethnic Indians and indigenous Fijians,

Indians were brought to Fiji from 1879
onward as girmitiyas or indentured labour
transported to work in the sugar planta-
tions on the islands. The majority of these
Indlians stayed back after the indenture sys-
tem ended and, over time, gained prosper-
ity. The Indian community eventually be-
came the backbone of Fiji's economic
system, and they had, by the 1940s, out-
numbered ethnic Fijians in the population
of the islands,

Another reason for the ethnic Fijians' re-
sentment was the nature of landholdings,
Indigenous Fijians owned more than 83% of
the land on the islands, but Indian tenant
farmers held most of it on 99-year leases,
Pande noted. “Despite the fact that the land
was fegally made inalienable by the consti-
tution of 1970, the fear of losing it had al-
ways been there in the minds of the Fjians,”
Pande wrote.

These insecurities came to a boil after
the general elections of 1987, A section of
indigenous Fijians sought to thwart Indo-
Fijians from consolidating political power.

Multiple apologies

Over the years, Rabuka has apologised
multiple times for the 1987 coup,

He had apologised publicly on the 21st
anniversary of the takeover in 2008, “it was
amistake and [ admit l was wrong," he said
on that occasion, according to a Reuters

In 2023, months after being elected
Prime Minister for the second time, Rabuka
apologised again.

“We confess our wrongdoings, and we
confess that we have hurt so many of our
people in Fiji, particularly those of the Indo-
Fijian community of the time and among
them sons, daughters, grandsons and grand-
daughters of those who were indentured as
labourers from India between 1879 and
1916," he said in the country’s capital, Suva,
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Ethnic groups

(2016)®

Religion

Demonym(s)

Government

* President

* Prime Minister

* Chief Justice

* Deputy Prime
Ministers

* Parliament
Speaker

Legislature

56.8% Indigenous Fijians
37.5% Indo-Fijians

1.2% Rotumans

4.5% others

64.4% Christianity
} 34.6% Methodism
29.8% other Christian
27.9% Hinduism
6.3% Islam
1.4% others / nonel”!

Fijian

Unitary parliamentary
republic

Naigama Lalabalavu
Sitiveni Rabuka
Salesi Temo

Viliame Gavoka
Biman Prasad

Manoa Kamikamica
Filimone Jitoko

Parliament

Independence from the United Kingdom

* Independence
* Republic
* Current constitution

Area
* Total

* Water (%)

Population

= 2018 estimate
+ 2017 census
* Density

| GDP (PPP)

+ Total

10 October 1970
6 October 1987
6 September 2013

18,274 km? (7,056 sq mi)
(151st)

negligible

926,276'% (161st)
884,887

46.4/km? (120.2/sq mi)
(148th)

2023 estimate

4 $15.152 billion!'®!
(158th)



« PM Narendra Modi met Fijian PM Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka in New Delhi (Aug 25, 2025).
 Rabuka acknowledged the contribution of the Indian diaspora to Fiji's growth, economy, and
stability.
2. Historical Background:
» First Coup (May 14, 1987): Rabuka, then an army colonel, led a coup removing PM Timoci
Bavadra (supported by ethnic Indians).
» He suspended the Constitution, promised elections, but soon ethnic tensions triggered anti-
Indian riots (May 19, 1987).
 The coup was seen as a move to suppress Indo-Fijians’ political participation.
 Second Coup (Sept 25, 1987):
» Rabuka staged another coup, declared Fiji a Republic, and himself Head of State.
» Global condemnation followed; India imposed trade sanctions.

» Rabuka resigned as head of state in Dec 1987 under pressure.



o Aftermath:
¢ A new Constitution (1990) institutionalized discrimination against Indo-Fijians.
* By 1940s, Indo-Fijians had become larger in number than ethnic Fijians, but landholding
patterns and ethnic insecurities persisted.
3. Rabuka's Later Apologies:
* In 2008, on the 21st anniversary of the coup, Rabuka admitted: “It was a mistake, | was wrong.”
e In 2023, after re-election as PM, he again apologized to Indo-Fijians, especially descendants of
indentured laborers brought between 1879-1916.
4. Current Scenario:
* Rabuka now seeks stronger ties with India.
* The Indian diaspora remains central to Fiji's economy, politics, and India’s soft power in the

Pacific.



e Indenture System (Girmitiya History):
« Between 1879-1916, over 60,000 Indians were taken to Fiji as indentured laborers under the
British colonial system to work on sugarcane plantations.
« Known as Girmitiyas, their descendants now form nearly 40% of Fiji's population.
« India’'s Role in Fiji:
e India has historically supported Indo-Fijians after coups, providing scholarships, medical aid, and
diplomatic pressure for equality.
« India—Fiji relations are part of its “Act East Policy” and Pacific outreach.
« Geopolitical Angle:
« Fiji lies in the South Pacific Ocean, a region of increasing contest between China, USA, and
India.
« India's engagement with Fiji strengthens its role in the Indian Ocean-Pacific strategic

framework.



Word of the day

Apathy:

an absence of emotion or enthusiasm; the
trait of lacking enthusiasm for or interest in
things generally

Synonymes: indifference, numbness,
spiritlessness

Usa g€ People need to be more aware of the
widespread apathy in our generation.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/apathypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ['.pa.0i/
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