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e Stay calm—your mind works
best when your fear stops
shouting.
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Jaishankar in France
for G7, partners meet
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‘Centre sent
around 290
notices a day
under IT Act®
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AIADMK chief fighting
for reputation in T.N.
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KATHMANDU
A panel set up to investigate

s Gen Z protests in
September last year — and the.
subsequent violence — has.
recommended action against
then-Prime Mnister KP.
Sharma Oli and cther senior
offidals. The report is yet to be
officially released.» PAGE 14

NEW DELIE

A day after the Rajya Sabha
passed the Transgender
Amendment B, 2026,
140 Laweyers and
women's rights activists wrote
o the President urging her not

Iran grants India, 4 others Hormuz passage

Ships from India, China, Russia, Iraq, and Pak. can
pass through the Strait, says Iran Foreign Minister

Stanly lohny
ndia and four other

and Sri Lanka for their
“significant help™ after an
Iranian vessel, IRIS Dena,
was sunk in a U.S. attack in
the Indian Ocean du
the conflict

Network that was broad-
cast on Wednesday night.
~The Strait of Hormuz is
located In the territorial
waters of Iran and Oman,
Iran's sovere: [
established there. After the
war, we will also have new
arrangements for ng
through the Strait,” he
said

Minister thanks India, Sri Lanka for transfe:
naval ships facing U.S. threat to a safe location

Shivatk in

ait_of Hormuz,
lhroqgh Which more
undred ships passed

SPECIA

India eyes local currency
trade for West Asian oil

Thursday. Shivalik is one of four ndian ships.

me Minsiex and Roréien
Atinister 1shaq Dar said =
i o berween the

President Trump has said Iran should ‘get serious
before it’s too late, after that there’s no way back”

India has oil for 60
days, LPG supplies
for one month: govt.

NEW DELHI

in a bid to end more s
about India’s energy

amid the escalating ten- . caiury
nam)_ma\‘heps:l::a. Mi- with the New Mangalore Port
Dty ok B¢ ompm)mdan Authority [NMPA} waning carge

Thmmlay il sttt
has so far ar

month of Mquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) supplies

., con-
stant additional procure-
ment o

A statement said that In-

charges for iquefied petroleum
£35 (LPG] and crude oil tankers

there Is s LB

%o grant o, “In the incident of the save on currency “The US. has shared 15 an over Additionally, with res-

out “constitutional violations® | Dena ship, which was un- At least four India- NEW DELHI conversion costs. points, being deliberated | days of total pect to im %

in its provisions » PAGE & fairly artacked without any flagged ships — Jag Vasant, ks fructifies, by Iran. B ly | vernment hadsaid it had at ent said that
warning, I must thank Sri Pine Gas, Shtvaﬂk and The Centre is ‘would mean India would countries of Turl and the start of the war. 8,00,000 tonnes of LPG
Lanka and India for their  Nanda Devi — have transit-  “experimenting” be paying for about 80% of  Egypt, among others, are Cumulatively, India cur-  cargoes are en route to In-
Sienifcant help ih randdor.  od the stralt sincethe US.  conducting trade Wihthe kool imports using local also extending their sup- | rently has a tofal reserve  dia from the United States,

FPIs sell a record | ring two other ships to a  and Israel the West Asian countries in currencies thanthe  port to this initiative,” Mr. | (storage) capacity of 74  Russia, Australia, and oth-

in | so%location” he added. war on Iran on l-ehn.lary local currencies, in a bid U.S. doflar. “India is Dar wrote ina social media | days of fuel stocks, includ-  er countries.

TL1 lakh crore The Iranian frigate was  28. o mitigate the fiscal working out a mechanism  post. ing crude oil, petrol, and ‘Approximately one full

Indian equities artacked and sunk by a U.S. Mr. Araghchl, who was  double-hit of surging oil to pay for imports from Mr. Trump on Thursday A month of supply is firmly
Naw submarine on March  Iran's chief negotiator with  prices and a depreciating the GCC [Gulf Cooperation  said Iran should “better get arranged, with additional

AR off the coast of Sri Lanka  the U.S. before the war, al- 3 ding to two Council] countries in Jocal soon” in talks, “be- | “Local up” final-

Foreign instiutional Investors in the Indian Ocean while 50 said o talls were being  senior officials in ¢ Qurrences,” a senior fore it's too late, “Nearly two months of lsed continuously.” &t

g il in  held with the US. government. government official said. once that happens, thereis | steady supply is available

of Indian stacks this manth as | Visakhapatnam. At least 87 “1 state firmly that there Another objective Is to » PAGE 1. no turning back”. US. me- | for every Indian citizen re- S tiler 1n the day, Vikas

markets remain mely sallors were killed in the at- has been no dia ha the of what happens Kaushal, managing direc-

exposed to oil price shocks, tack. with the U.S. However, in Pentagon is sending more | globally,” the l\llnlslrysald. tor at state-owned Hindus-

ScaRSng todats IRIS Lavan and IRIS recent days, the American  mess: through US. President Donald troops to West Asia in | “Nexttwo months o tan Petroleum said, “Over

Skional Se e Gnd Bushehr, which also came has sending va-  friends.” he said Trump, who ~postpo preparation for a possible | procurement h. i . sales

e PP to the region totake parcin  rious messages through CAt present. our posl  on Mofday a threstened  ground offensive against | secured. Indiais complete  have incr more

poNOe " the drills, have now different tion Is to resist- su'lke on Irans ly secure for t yy  than 15% on an all-india ba-
docked in ‘Kochi and Sl and we by ing, e months and the quantity in  sis.... our supply chains re-
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for ‘pr sin
student in class

in T. Begur, Nelamangala talui
luru Rural district,
after 2 group of students
allegedly assaulted an
assitart r on the.
campus for reportedly
Proposing b & femala student
Inside a classroom.» PAGE 3

ected as early as next

month sad the final detirery

scheduled for Nowembey

senior official in the Mtrlﬂry of

Defence confimed that Indka is
its

14 killed

MARKAPURAM
Fourteen were

death when the
private bus ‘were tra-
velling in collided with a
tipper lorry after allegedly
veering onto the wrong
side and can fire near

Rayavaram in Andhra Pra-

Markapuram dis-
trict in the early hours of
Thurs.

injured, with five g ]

con

The bus, belonging to
Harikrishna Travels, was
on its way to Vinjamur in
Nellore district of Andhra
Pradesh from Nirmal in
neighbouring _ Telangana
with 42 passengers.

While officials say the
bus, driven by its owner

in close
Russian counterparts to ensure
timely deliery. » PAGE 4
cm @
* @

was
at a high speed. the driver
told the police that his

as bus catches fire after crash with lorry in A.P.

district of

wheel  was

Home Minister

pudi Anitha told The Hirduc
the driver seemed to be

Jured and is now being pro-

Thursday. #Ti

operacions along with dis-
trict officials. He

Girmed that the State go-
would bear the

vided treatment while un- Fire par offi- el Mod! also

der police  custody, cials said the blaze was ex-  expressed his condolenc-
) by fuelinthelor-  es, promising ex gratia of

Coliector P. Raja Babny ry's tank ad . the | bus 22 lakh to the families of

“The bus moved onto the  alr-conditioning those who died and

oppasite lane and hit the  sysiem, which ¢ c.lughl fre 50, to the injured.

lorry. A detailed

tion is under way.” the circuit. The bus

Home Minister said. s\'s contained ansport Minister Mandi-

indicated the drive:
Yot midhcr: (i Mafiasamice O
alcohol, she added.

full medical expenses of

the injured and extend all

support to the families of
deceased.

“in order to prevent such
the

and Fire departments will
conduct the checks. A mo-
bile application to assess
drivers” fitness, including
vision and healih parame-
ters, is

and is a(pecled. tobe
launched within two days.
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10 killed, 35
injured as
bus rams
truck in M.P.

BHOPAL

At least 10 pers
Yilled and 35 injared afer &
bus they were travelling in
met with an accident and
overturned Chhindwara

Pradesh

returning from an event at-
tenuded by Chief Miniscer
Mohan Yadav.

Officials said that the ac-
cident wok place around
715 pm. on the Nagpur
highway, about 25 km from

Tying more than 45 passen-
gers, collided head- on
with 2 Josding minkeruck
and overturned.

FULL REPORT ON
»PAGE S

¢ 3 amx



B
Iran has approved 26 ships  E. TN
Recent crossings appearedto ==
have used a route apparently  j
approved by Iran around
Larak Island, dubbed the
‘Tehran toll booth’ by shipping
journal Lloyd's List. The
journal said Wednesday it had
tracked more than 26 ships
using the corridor. No ships
tracked using transponder
data had crossed the Strait
of Hormuz using the regular
route since March 15

No incidents reported since March 22
Since March 1, 24 commercial vessels,
including 11 tankers, have been attacked or
reported incidents in the Gulf, the Strait of
Hormuz or the Gulf of Oman, according to the
UK naval maritime security agency UKMTO.
No incidents have been reported since
Sunday, according to the UKMTO

Jeepney driv

STRAIT OF HORMUZ: HOW THINGS STAND

Here are key facts and figures about the blockage of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
shipping route virtually paralysed by the US-Israel-Iran war since Feb 28

et
| S5 ‘ “‘ Y W ~.
s .:‘U,,.,_ it { \

ers protest over rising fuel prices in Philippines

95% shipping drop | Just two vessels were detected crossing the strait heading west on
Thursday. The channel typically sees around 120 daily transits, according to Lloyd's List. From
March 1 to 26, commodities carriers made just 158 crossings, according to analytics firm Kpler —
decrease of 95%. Of these, 100 were by oil tankers and gas carriers, and most were travelling east.
More than 43% of the crossings have been by ships under US, EU or UK sanctions, according to an
AFP analysis. Of the crossings by oil and gas tankers, 56% were by sanctioned vessels

8 sea workers killed

Since the conflict began, at least eight
seafarers or dock workers have died in
incidents in the region, according to the
International Maritime Organisation (IMO).

A further four remained missing, and 10 were
injured. Around 20,000 seafarers are affected in
the region, according to the IMO

Source: AFP, Reuters
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Terror recruitment module

busted in Kashmir: J&K Police

The Jammu snd Kashim
Counter Intelligence
sabd it huglEd a recruitme:

Kashmir

ir Police’s speclal cell,
[(_IIQ
. module after

ot ying ous sear s ot 1 Locations in Kashmir
valley. According to the CIK, searches were
at loca

=
Ganderbal district.

from Kangan in J&K's

DMK returns salvo after
Palaniswami’s remarks
on its alliance partners

Minister Sivasankar savs Palaniswami visited Delhi over seat sharing as Amit Shah is the one who

takes decisions in AIADME front after former CM says DMK allies are mreated like subordinates

THENNAL

he ruling DMK in
Tamil  Nad
Thusrsday slammed

ALADME general secremry
E

ment o the setharing ar-

Mursing staff in Punjab launch
indefinite stir over grade pay
Mursing staff at three govesnment medical colleges.

and hospitsls in Punjab went on an
strike on Thursday, defying the State governments

any o oper:
witnessed dm-upmns offickals sald. However,

protest was held. under the banner of the United

Nurses Assoclation

ong
Consimaants of the DK led
Secular Progressive Alliance
GSPA). Asembly eleciian in
the has been sche-
duledfnl.\prll

Haam Tarmilas Katchs chief coordinatar Seeman
amege:

‘thist DMK 2red ALADKS

salve differences as the;
“cons|

ihe ALADME fron: leaders
funcrion indeperde

Echoing Chief Minister
ME Sl mecent re-
miarks, the Transport Minks-
Ter said Mr. Palaniswami
wiould meeet the same fate as
Jansta Dal {United) leader

rda
A Rive an Understanding. FLE PHOTO

Mpish Kumar in Eihar [who
has il 1

AIADAIE had gven greater
Importance o the BIP by al-
bocating it more seats. He

added that If the ALADMK
called itself a Dravidian par-
ty, it should ensure the self-
re

the DMK's alliance with the
Congress, “which had had
harmed Tamil interests"”

the party has been allocat-
sedts.

ed1s

Annamalai unhappy
with constituencies
allocated by AIADMK

ChENNAL
Former BJP Tamil Nadu
president
B comveyed 1o the party
Rarional leadership hia e

karta for all BJP and NDW
candidates™.

Sources told The Hindu
that Mr. Annamalai was
dissatisfied with the BP
having been asked for its
preferred seats only after
the ALADME finalised con-
stiruencles for two others
allies. He tobd the leader-
“hip that the Bifs chalces

Iy be advantageous to the
ruling DMK, he is learnt to

! D

<
K Anrsmalai

have said Likewise,

) was
represented by Ministers
and  two where the
AIADMEK had not_ wen in
the last 20 years. The Indi-
Karchi a

declared) to take a de
shon.

When The Hindu con-
tacted Mr. Annamalai, he
sald he had conveyed his
wiews to the leadership. “1
will remain loyal to Prime
Minister MNarendra Modi

and Union Home Minister
AmE Shah,” he said. with-
‘out elaboraring further.

Indore woman techie killed as
teenager runs her over after
dispute in residential society

BHOPAL

Awoman software engineer
was killed in Madhya Pra-
desh’s indiore after she was
rum over by an l-year-ald in
2 car inside a residenial so-
chery over a dispute

the nse of a houte for rental
purposes, police said on

According to the police,

arrested late on Wednesday

Pathak Pande
survived by her
s G

fior rental purposes but the
cther residents had object-
ed to it “The accused does
not live there himself but o

shildren

night and booked undes
Bharart aya Sanhita
(BNS) sections 10301) [Pun-
] and
109(1) [attempt to murder]
deceased has bee
ientified as Shampa Pathak
Pandey, 42, who works at a

<day when he came

w e soctery. ]me Iearned
that power 1o operty

F e ot o 1 et
tiom, 1 the r o

s Teciiemts, e said

COTV footage
“During the argument, he
called his son saying ‘les’s
deal with them today”. After
which the teenager came in
his car and artacked those

Assam Assembly election: NPP makes
a foray as part of a long-term strategy

GUWAHATE

friendly fight with the
Parishad (s

h another NDA con-
cituent — the M. Peo-
ple's Party (NPP), led by
Meghalaya Chief Minister

Boke-Chaygaon, and Da
niel  Langthasa  from
Haflong.

mir. Islam, who quit the
All India United

ol wat o expand o Assam, bus our goal & nat immediate ol
Eains, sald NP chief and Meghataya CM Canrad Sangma. ALE PHoTo

Langthasa are Mr.
and Mr. Langthasa’s main
ivals.

Mr. Langthasa was one
of four northeastern bead
ers who had joined hands a
vear ago to work toward a
“uiable political alterna-
rive” in the r

"Fhe others are the NpPs

er Mmhonbumo Kikon.
Defending his party’s
the

tered more for his party

pains” he
Harthe Nrpe

aid. Ensisting
s “llistle foray~

into Assam be seen
a5 part of a Braader, long-
e only national party

rged from the
the NPP was

polls), Manipur (2022, and

o0
dicdates.

ic Erant (uUDI before the
poll, will face the AGP's
Jabed Islam in Mankachar,
which borders Meghalava
and sh. The BIP's
Raju Mech and Rupall

i an
ghalaya Chief Minister

farmer Nagaland BJF lead

~we Identified select con-
stituencies based on long-
term connections with the
bocals. We want to expand
0 Assam, but our goal is
nat immediate  electoral

(2023 “We
hope 1o open our account
in Assam this time. the
Chief Minister said.
Alihough a part of the
Marional Democraric
lance, the NPP has never
had sny prepoll Heup

Assam gove.
has deceived
tea workers:
Cong. Minister

SUWATATI
‘Congress leader and fhark-

S ot Theceiiing Adbasi
a garden workers by cnly
mabgnally Increasing their
s while several estates
have been sold off.
ssing a press con-
ference here, Mr. Tirke:
sald that the tea workers
did not receive the wages
they deserved and that the
wages were recently in-
«creased by a mere £30.

‘Mo formal agreement”
Besides, he said there was
eement and
norms  for
wage revision were not
implemented.
Congress election
observer ‘nr Assam furthe

ot
properly fixed despite pre-
wious poll promises.

Toothless ban: single-use plastic rules 84% of surveyed sites in 4 cities

G AT

About 84% of 560 locations
surveyed across four cities

wide range of establish-

Envirsnmemtal hazard: Banned single use plastic covers and

ther waste itesed across the Jiba beach in Mumb,

ments, including  street
wendors, julce stalls, mar-
kets, small restaurants,
grocery stores, religious
sites, raflway platforms,
and  organised  retall
es.

According to the study,

highest  availability  of
banned single-use plastic

. FILE FHaTO

Irems at B899 of the survey

tlons suggests that enforce-
1t remiakns inconsistent

Dialomss tplernentation fm.

proves and the supply of

dors across the survey sites

advantage of single-use
plastics, continues to drive
their use among small
Local wendors,

Hating Committes on Pae.
llc PFollution held in Gene-
in 2025,

lery to be more hyglenic
than rewsable items. Gur
survey found that this per
ception, along with the cost

"iE recommended more
robust enforcement and

No need to stand in
long queues for LPG
cylinders: UP. CM

LuCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yo
Thursclay said there Is no
stand in_ long
auenes for LT eylinaders or
fuel

time. Similasly, e urged ci
tizens 1o visic fuel stations
only when and

ceremony of the Software
Technology Park in the Go-
Industrial Deve-

uthority a
a3 extinder would last for

wi
ug[ﬂ el
days?

avold unneoessary gues
n official

with r inspections,
coordinated action
regulatory les, and
consistent penalties o en-
compliance with the
ban on single-use plastics.

Sernent The Chict Minis
ter also cautioned against
rumours peddled by antl

soctal eleme
bty anaiy, in his ac

dress ar the Inauguration

nues smoathly, ust ss be-
fare. No need to stand in
ll\Bﬂl-sldeangmles, [t
Adiryanath said.
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Toothless ban: single-use plastic rules 84% of surveyed sites in 4 cities

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

About 84% of 560 locations
surveyed across four cities
— one each in eastern,
north-eastern, northern,
and western India — conti-
nue using single-use plastic
items banned across the
country three years ago.

Toxics Link, a New Del-
hi-based environmental re-
search and advocacy organ-
isation, conducted a field
study at specific locations
across Bhubaneswar, Delhi,
Guwahati, and Mumbai bet-
ween April and August
2025. Its report, released
on Wednesday, highlighted
major gaps in enforcement
and called for nationwide
urgent action to strengthen
implementation.

The survey teams as-
sessed the on-ground effec-
tiveness of the ban across a
wide range of establish-

Environmental hazard: Banned single-use plastic covers and
other waste littered across the Juhu beach in Mumbai. FILE PHOTO

ments, including street
vendors, juice stalls, mar-
kets, small restaurants,
grocery stores, religious
sites, railway platforms,
and organised retail
spaces.

According to the study,
Bhubaneswar recorded the
highest availability of
banned single-use plastic

items at 89% of the survey
locations, closely followed
by Delhi at 86%, Mumbai at
85%, and Guwahati at 76%.

“The continued pre-
sence of banned plastic
items in a majority of loca-
tions suggests that enforce-
ment remains inconsistent.
Unless implementation im-
proves and the supply of

these products is con-
trolled, the ban will not ef-
fectively address plastic lit-
tering and pollution,” Ravi
Agarwal, director of Toxics
Link, said.

High customer demand
The study found wides-
pread presence of banned
single-use plastic items with
sectoral variations: thin
plastic carry bags, disposa-
ble plastic cutlery, cups,
plates, and straws were
widely found across infor-
mal markets and small com-
mercial establishments.

Organised malls and
larger retail outlets showed
significantly better adhe-
rence to the ban compared
to informal markets domi-
nated by small vendors.
The latter attributed it to a
high customer demand
and a higher cost of
alternatives.

About 91% of the ven-

dors across the survey sites
said customers asked for
carry bags. Interactions
with vendors also revealed
that 55%  customers
brought their own bags,
but many customers still
expect vendors to provide
free carry bags.

Satish Sinha, the asso-
ciate director of Toxics
Link, said that customer
preferences partly in-
fluence vendors’ reluc-
tance to transition from
plastics to alternatives, in-
cluding paper cups and
plates, wooden cutlery,
steel utensils, aluminium
foil containers, bagasse
plates, cloth bags, and
thicker reusable plastic
bags above 120 microns.

“Customers  perceive
disposable plates and cut-
lery to be more hygienic
than reusable items. Our
survey found that this per-
ception, along with the cost

advantage of single-use
plastics, continues to drive
their use among small and
local vendors, although the
intensity of this preference
varies between rural and
urban areas,” he said.

Stronger steps sought

The report called for stron-
ger national action by all
stakeholders - govern-
ment, single-use plastic
manufacturers, retailers,
and consumers — in line
with the discussions at the
Intergovernmental Nego-
tiating Committee on Plas-
tic Pollution held in Gene-
va, Switzerland in 2025.

It recommended more
robust enforcement and
monitoring mechanisms
with regular inspections,
coordinated action among
regulatory agencies, and
consistent penalties to en-
sure compliance with the
ban on single-use plastics.

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002 on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT.LTD. Editor: Suresh Nambath Chandrasekar (Responsible for selection of news under the PRP Act).




1) Core finding of the report

1) RUlE &1 = fAspy
e A field study by Toxics Link found that banned single-use plastic items were still present at about
84% of 560 surveyed locations across Delhi, Mumbai, Guwahati, and Bhubaneswar, even around
three years after the national ban came into force.
lfeRTRT foidh & Wles 378 | U1 7T fob s Ufdeer ain] €14 &b @i ot aef a1g Wi fGevil, Has,
Targrel 3k YaaeaR & 560 Jdferd Rl 7 I T 84% Rl IR Ufdefeid fATa-J31 wifed awqy 31d Hl
tﬁa\a eﬁ ThePrint +1

e The survey covered the period from April to August 2025 and highlighted that enforcement remains

weak and uneven.
JE I 3r8eT @ 3rd 2025 & & fasam mam 3R 34 fe@mn fas ufdder o1 gada spdt vt pHsR 377 3rgaE 2.

ThePrint +1



2) City-wise pattern

2) 2rg3aR fzeifa

Bhubaneswar recorded the highest availability of banned items at 89% of surveyed sites.
gﬂﬁemﬁqﬁaﬁﬁmﬁrﬁmm 31@25?3?,33‘1"89% ﬁ%wﬁmﬁa@m ThePrint +1
Delhi followed with 86%, showing that even the national capital has poor compliance.

fEewit 86% & TTel GHR 2T W &L, S garar & fdb I Aremt A vl Sureid BHSIR 8. theprint
Mumbai had 85% surveyed sites with banned plastic items.

Hag A 85% Jdfeid el WR Ufddfed wifcd axqQ fAefl.  mheprint +1

Guwahati was relatively better, but even there 76% of sites still had banned items.

TATETEY U&THd dgaR 8], dfb agl vl 76% il IR Ufddfeid axqQ fAwl.  theprint

3) Where violations were most visible

3) IeoiTd A 31feih Bel fa@n

Violations were most common in informal markets and small commercial establishments such as
street vendors, juice stalls, grocery shops, small restaurants, weekly markets, and similar low-cost

retail points.

ﬁ'TQ'IT'lT%'?-Fﬁ, m%m, ATATED I15TR 3MfG.  Theprint +1

Commonly found banned items included thin plastic carry bags, disposable plastic cutlery, cups,
plates, and straws.

I 31feies urg M Ufdefea axqait B udelt wied b a1, fSrisiad Wi s dead, &Y, We 3R |l
oMfaeT &, Theprint +1

Organised malls and larger retail outlets showed better compliance than the informal sector.

A1fd Ate 31k 93 R 3M3eaie AFIIaTR® &7 Bt o1 A d8dR 3UTed B2a G, theprint +1




4) Why the ban is not working effectively

4) ufdeer vt =i A1 &1 T

The biggest reason is weak enforcement: a law exists, but monitoring, inspections, and supply-chain

control remain inadequate.

TG I81 BRUT BHIAR Tdd4 8: I HISIG &, dfce fARt, fAaror ik smyfd-gjzre fAa=or v 7€ .
ThePrint +1

The study found high customer demand for free carry bags and disposable items, which

discourages vendors from shifting to alternatives.

eI B UTIT TTT o gkt ol HOR bt & 3R fEiistaer axq3i 1 AT 3ifeies &, S5 fadsdn fadsed Y

IR A8 g@d.  Hindustan Times +1

Around 91% of vendors across survey sites said customers asked for carry bags.

Jd erell TR T 91% fadbarait & waT fos UTgd A ST HIA 8. Hindustan Times

Even when 55% of customers brought their own bags, many still expected vendors to provide bags

for free.

TefT 55% ATed 394 &7 bR Y, 53 ¥t 31 UTEdh] BT wﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁmgﬁﬁa Hindustan Times

Small vendors often see alternatives as costlier, while many consumers wrongly perceive disposables

as more hygienic than reusable items.

BIe fadsar faeseal & Agm AHa &, Tdfd g IMieT Tad U A fEeSgd axgai & qA: Iuzi e aeqaif

J 3NfElh TTE AIAA &, Hindustan Times +



5) Historical and legal background

5) Rfdeifdad 3tk wIrt gyfa

India notified the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, and from 1 July 2022
prohibited the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale, and use of identified single-use

plastic items with low utility and high littering potential.

YRd A WIfed 3raferse yder (Feier) fAam, 2021 ifeRyfaa féy, 3k 1 s 2022 J HH IuAifiar a2
3’ERﬂTT q? Q’IEB oTT Eﬁ Press Information... +1

The banned list includes items such as earbuds with plastic sticks, balloon sticks, plastic flags,
candy sticks, ice-cream sticks, thermocol decoration material, plates, cups, glasses, cutlery,
straws, trays, stirrers, wrapping films around sweet boxes/invitation cards/cigarette packets, and
plastic or PVC banners below 100 microns.

yfeefid g & wifes e ar SRy, 3 [, @Ifes 32, e i, Jeah fls, e
@21 100 ATSHI d HH HITTE aTa WICd/PVC &R AT &, press inormation...

The minimum thickness of plastic carry bags was raised from 50 microns to 75 microns, and later to
120 microns to encourage reuse and reduce littering.

IR &3t 11 Y FAdH HITE 50 AISHIA A 75 AISHI 3R 91¢ B 120 AISHhIA &f 18, dlfds 3961 4A:
3TN 9@ 3R FETHH BA.  ress information..

India also gave legal force to Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for plastic packaging,
meaning producers, importers, and brand owners must ensure collection and environmentally sound

management of plastic packaging waste.

YRd A Wifcd dbfaT & fag Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) &1 &TAT 3R &2, 3reifd
3G, AATAd 3R 18 Afcid! B Wiiked Ibiai ufene & ITUg 3R TATaRUI-3 % Taed B fSmgR!
ﬁ’l-]'[-_-ﬂ' E’Fﬂ’ Press Information...



6) Political and governance dimension

6) AsA-ifdep 3R MBI 3T=AH

e This issue is not only environmental; it is also a governance failure issue because implementation
requires coordination between the Union government, State governments, pollution control boards,

urban local bodies, retailers, and consumers.

g Pad IR HeT 7ET, afceh ma--caare & fawetdr &1 vt ued 8, wilfd s3db vt fosam< & fag
&g IWPR, I5T AIBR, UguT 72701 41, 23t fAdr, Reer 3R Initaar—at & A= 6t 3maedasa &.
Press Information... +1

 The Union government had directed States/UTs to create task forces, control rooms, border
checkpoints, and special enforcement teams, which shows that regulation depends heavily on
administrative capacity.
&g IWBR A AN [HgnfId el Bl eReb B, dgidd TH, HAT-31d g 3R fady yad= gd g7 & [der
fqg &, o e 2 s a8 fafAam enifAds emmdT R 98d fifR 8. press information... +

» The present findings suggest that policy formulation happened, but last-mile enforcement remains

the weak link.

adw fAsey gard € o Fifd-fantor dt gam, dfds sifdw TR R vada st vl 9 SR BET R, mherrine



7) Economic dimension

7) 3iifeles 3™

For many small vendors, single-use plastic remains attractive because it is cheap, light, easily
available, and convenient.

3P Bi fadsdisit &b faT f[ATa -3 wifed 3@ Wl 3wy e &, Rilfd I8 JwT, T, AT & 3uae 3R
Eﬁﬁﬂmé Hindustan Times +1

The transition cost to alternatives such as paper, cloth, wood, steel, or bagasse is not negligible for

low-margin sellers.

BITST, BUST, ddhal, Tid AT ST 31 faeal Y 3R JHHUT I @NTd BH-HIfF aret fagsdnsit & fae Fmog
'_'lg‘:l'g Hindustan Times

This means the problem is partly a market failure: when cheap plastic is still available in supply

chains, the legal ban alone cannot change behaviour.

3T 319 ¢ o5 Ig 3ifeids U A IeTR fawserar &1 HHe Ml 8: 519 IRt WIRed a3qQ 3TYfd-S&eT | Iucre
T&'T'ﬁg, ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬂm Tl &1 TPdl.  Hindustan Times +

UNEP has argued that plastic pollution can be drastically reduced through policy and market shifts
toward a circular economy.

JuASYt A el 8 fob Hifd 3R areTR-3mend aqeal & HiedH A Wiiked Yguul el YRy referazen i faen d
BIhI 82 db BH fBAT ST TBAT R, UNEP - UN Envir.. +1



8) Geographical dimension

8) vilmifdics 3mam

The four cities in the study represent different Indian regions: north (Delhi), west (Mumbai), east
(Bhubaneswar), and northeast (Guwahati), showing that the problem is geographically widespread

rather than isolated.

3T & IR AER HRA & 3TcTT-31cT 831 BT TiaHTeed Bd a: IR ([Gewt), ufeaw (Hag), gd (Jadem) 3ik
IW-gd (Targrel), 5 e 8 o I &t s 81 ad difda &l afcss @ viifere g are 8.

ThePrint +1

From an environmental geography perspective, plastic leakage in such cities is especially serious
because litter can move into rivers, drains, wetlands, and coastal/marine systems, increasing flood
risk, urban drainage blockage, and aquatic pollution.
gAfaRUfta Yite & gfecapivr F Q& 2r&3) A wiifees o1 RRara ifefes 1R 8, wiifds erearr g, e, smyfaa
3R acta/avgl a3 A ugd Abd1 €, 533 91 o1 SiifEH, 2M8dt stafdasrat sradier 3iR Siefla UgNoT gad 2.

Press Information... +1
This is why the issue is important not only for waste management, but also for urban geography,
disaster management, public health, and marine ecology.
S BRUT A HET Bad TUfIe Yaed ad JMHd 981, afcds A I, 39T Yaed, Sared 3k gt
uiiRfzerfadst 3 vt IlsT E‘ Press Information... +1



9) International context

9) ARSI HeH

India had piloted a resolution on single-use plastic pollution at UNEA-4 in 2019, and the global
negotiation process for a legally binding plastics treaty began in 2022.

YRd 4 2019 & UNEA-4 A RITTe-g31 Wil UgNUT UR U YdTd 3T G@TT T, 3R BT $U J qIeddbrt
dfedes wifce fel & folg ardfl 2022 A YE §S.  press information.. -2

The fifth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee was held in parts, including
Geneva in August 2025, but talks adjourned without consensus on a treaty text.

ScATgAACH AMRITfeT dHet &1 UTadal I TRl A g3, f5ad 3nd 2025 | fFAar vt enfia 21, wfds wifer-
U6 UR JgHfd g4 fd=T1 ardf =AfiTd &1 77S.  unep - un Envir..

This matters for India because domestic action and global treaty-making are linked: weak local
enforcement reduces credibility, while a strong global framework can help standardise production,
trade, and waste rules.

g WRd & e gafee Aeaquf @ wilfds ere rRarg 3R dfedss Afei-fAmfor ve-gaR & 8 8: R IR R
BHIR Jad- faaI=1ar gerdl &, Sdfds Aargd dfedd ardT 3cigH, IR 3R ruferse fAaml ot 3iferas

LY
HIABIHd B bdl % UNEP - UN Envir... +1




Single-use plastic ban in India became effective for identified items from 1 July 2022.

HRd R fafEd A -Ia1 wifes a¥q3i IR Ufdde 1 5]dTs 2022 J THTAT €311, press information... +1

Carry bag thickness rule: 75 microns from 30 September 2021 and 120 microns from 31 December
2022.

&3t & HierS fAam: 30 fAder 20213 75 ATghIA 3iR 31 fGHaR 2022 & 120 HISHM.  press information..

Key policy framework: Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, amended in 2021, with EPR
provisions strengthened.

U HifdTd @aT: Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, TS 2021 & Heile/d &R EPR &1 HaTgd fdsdT

T[ET. Press Information...

Important global body/process: UNEA and the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) on
plastic pollution.

Hecqu dfedds Hem/afssar: UNEA 3iR wifEd YgHUT WR Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
(INC). UNEP - UN Envir... +1



Consider the following statements regarding single-use plastic regulation in India:

YR B fTa-I51 Wi s faffana & dde 7 fA=fafeaa seml v faar Hifsm:

1. India banned identified single-use plastic items across the country from 1 July 2022.
WRA 9 1 3[@T8 2022 3 fRifEd fATa-IJ31 wifed aiq3i iR qeraardt ufdder @

2. Plastic carry bags below 120 microns are permitted if sold only by organised retail outlets.
120 HISHI A BH HISTE aTet Tlled 3t &1 ATMfod et 33eeie RIS S8 df i &

3. Extended Producer Responsibility applies to plastic packaging waste not covered under the identified
single-use plastic phase-out list.

fRifEd ATa-I31 wicd TRUTag AN Jat & 918 31T ITe Wied ddsfaiT 3rafaree WR Extended Producer
Responsibility o] gidt g1

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

IR B @ BH-T1/A e et 222

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(¢) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Women’'s quota Act:
Centre rejects call
for all-party meet

PeEW DELEI
The gowernment hss re-
Jected the Cony

Poal t hiold an all perey

meeting on the women's
reservation Act after the
Assembly election

ongolng
campaign for four States

L)
Mallarun Kharge

Thursday, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju wrote to

Lapses by Census officials
can invite fines, prison term

If Census officials refuse to

o their duty or

face up o three yvears of imprisonment: enwmerators must also maintain polite behaviour on feld

destroys any Census P
meent, they shall face up to

delinking  population  as
the criterion for determin-

and State Assemblies. The
Women's Reservartion Act,
when implemented. will
reserve 33% of seats in the
and State As
semblies for women.

months after it was initially
passed” He reiterated that
holding the meeting after
the election campaign
would not hinder the -
plementation process.

Sec
MlL[unjs)' “Wanmmar Marayan
said that for smooth con-
At of Census operations,
It is necessary that Census
officers engaged in the con-
duce of houselisting, hous-
ing census, and population
enumeration are informed

with the duties, penalties
have also been prescribed
under Section 11 of the
Census Act, 1948 the let-
ter sabd. It added that Cen-
sus enumeration is (mled
out under the
bl o]
Census Rules, 1990,

For the : purpose, J’:rl'ndr

Pt ar Additional Diserict

s

A
<

or Sub-Divisional Census

carry out door-to-door en-
umeration. The lerter said

d that prepe
rations Tt the
Census 2027 are at an ad-
vanced stage and the first
phase, Le. houselisting an;
housing census, will be

ials g a pre-te
onuws 2027 a1 Bukard shahe district of Uttar Pradesh, Ay woarmey.

conducted durlng April-

Territory. It will have an
an for_selfenumera-

ton o be o

15 ey period just Defee

the start of the first phase.

“The period

et ln-exported o he re
second

asked ®o collecr “SE 1Ds
tself-enumerstion identicy

‘Pak’s mediator role
in U.S-Iran conflict
a shame for India’

55 on Wednes-
day said India's diplomacy
had suffered an “embar-

rassment” after Pakistan
was reportedly considered
for a role be

s peview (he data and

fuses to perform assigned

questions, makes false re-
rrns, discloses

of sponsoring terrorism,
bouring terrorist Osa-

ma bin Laden and being in-

wolved in nuclear

and q
naire of the second phase
. Population Enumera-
thom will be notified in due
course of time,” stated.

self-

ation
This will be the first digital
Census Arst 1o enumerate

option to self enumerate.

Census  information, of
rampers with Census docu-
ments Is liable tn punish-
ment. Suc

ing refusal to perform du-
ry. false returns, or docu-
ment tampering,
imprisonment of up o
three years.

He also referred o Pa-

e o e o v

—_—

Sairam Ramesh

role is a most damning in-

Chief Asim Munir,
leged that India had not
been able 1o effectively
counter Pakistan's marra-

mains that the colossal fal-

lures in our diplomacy,

Jaishankar, French counterpart
discuss Iran, Hormuz at G7 meet

LONDON

External Affairs Ministes S.

RO represent
partner country at the Fo.

Ministers® Meeting
T 07 (G of Sewen oo
vanced economies.

The Minister held bilat-
eral talks with his French
Counterpart Jean-NoEl Bar.
rot in Abbaye des-Vaus-de-
Cernay  on  Thursday,
which included an_ “in
depth” discussion on West
Asia as per the French go-
vernment’s readout of the

Ministers

ose
e wnrkh\gjulnﬂy to-
wards ensuring the securi-
&y of the Strait of Hormuz.”

The

the readour sald.

ng comes just after 1s
rael claimed to have killed
franian comm: e

was_directly responsible
for the closing of the Strait.
of Mr.

ings signified “the Impor-
tance France amaches to
closely associating India —
the

The Ninisters welcomed
Prime Minister Narendra

June 1517 in Fvian, France
under. India’s
o e G
major

:onmbmlnn
work on

= Foroign Minister 5, Jaishariar meets with
France's Foreign Aftars Minister Jean-Noel Barrot on Thursday. are

tional partnerships, as per
the readaous.

Front and centre of the

this week is the

war in Iran and its impact
oy

and the reform of maultilat-
eralism are also on the
cards.

“we will work to bring
ational

tem, underpinned by a re-
newed mau Re-

Jﬂlsllank.-n' in the G7 meet-

es and improving interna-

forming global governance
‘and combatting cross-cug-

ting threats require a col-
ective commi

in a statement.

Bilareral talks
M. Jaishankar also met bi-

with Canadian Forelgn Mi-
nister Anita Anand focused
on advancing the bilateral

goves nar. Jaishankar
emphasised the urgency of
UM Security Council
forms. India and several
other countries have been
seeking a permanent seat
on the body.

The Minlster also ralsed
energy challenges and con-
corns armund fertilizer sup-
plies and food securicy
pacting )
Fridlay s scadion on lran

be:
raine will be in the G7 and
Ukraine format.

Panel pitches dedicated
force to improve accident
response on highways

1]
NEW DELHL

Flagging a major gap in
highway

way Safety Patrel to im-

prove accident response,

enforce traffic dlsnpl.lne
oad

nan,
across
railway nerwork”, accord-
ingto arepart af the Parlls-

tanding Commit-
tee on Trans “ourism
el Carltiars Shatred by o
nata Dal (United) MP San-
Jay K. Jha, which was ta-
bled in Parliament on
Wednesday.

The

The Natkanal Highways
accouried for aver 52,600
eaths in 2004

drop of ndia recording
473 lakh road

and expressways could sig-
nificantly Improve  real

comes against the back-

uring the
gpuen hour™ t[l\e eritical

first 60 minutes after a sew-
ere traumasic Injury), en-

enforcement  sys-
tems being deploved un-
der the Intelligent Traffic

chanism warrants serious
consideration.” the report
stated

Iy, ie-
tee flagged gaps in the go-

rnment’s appmach  to
black spot remediation,

Iy treated accident-prone
locations remain safe.

CBI conducts
searches in
SBI-Reliance
Telecom case

MEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-

tmdia to the mne of 2114.958
crose
According to the agency,
the case has been institt
ed on.a complaint fFom the
bank, which was part of a
consortium of
hldsancnoned 2735 crote
ferm boan faciity to Re-
e Teloomn Lt

Documents recovered

“After_registration of the
case, the CBI has conduct-
ed searches in Mumbal at

the registe
liance Telecom Lid. Va-
rious documents connect-
ed  with Ioan
transactions have been re-
covesed.” it sald.

S-400 deliveries expedited as
India enhances air defence

NEW DELHI

India is set to receive the
of the

e T ST —

——— v S

Strengthening systems:

caused by supply chain dis-

month (April) and the last
ane by November,” the of-

ficial said. adding that the

e n expedit-

earfier delays
=
=

rimel
after

ail
Llulicamad Thar Anal d.ellmr-
extend to 2027,

2018 for five squadrons of
the 5400 system. So far,
three unis have been in-

ucted into service, with

Incha signed a $5.43 bilkon deat weth
Russia in 2018 for fae squadrons of the 5-300 system. sEuTEss

the remaining two now ex-

pected to be delivered
within  the  stipulaed
tirefram

The lssuie of deMvery i
melines was discussed dur-
ing a bilateral meeting bet-
ween Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and his Rus-
sian counterpart andrey
Belousoy, in june Last year.

BJP got donations of
over ¥6,074 cr. last year

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The BIF has declared a to-
tal

aggregate de-
clared by the other nation-
al parties for ¢ me sams pe-

tes for FY 202435 was
26,648,563 crore  drom
343 donations.  The

r moun 10

crease of 161% from the

The BIP's donarkons are
more than 10 times the ag-
gregate declared by Con-

AAP, CPUAM)Y and

creased from £2.243.947
crore in FY 203324 o
T5,074.015 crore in FY
202425, marking a 171 in-

crease.

Similarly, donations o
the Congress rose from
281 48 crore in FY 2023524
o ESIT.304 crore in FY
2024-25, reflecting an 4%

by 243886 crore
Maharashira and $309.077
Gujarat.

crore from G
|

China shows willingness to work
with India for ‘common interests’

NEW DELHI

China s willing to work
with India for
intereses™ in the
Global South and the
BRICS grouping, said the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
ioFA) of China  on
Thur:

sday.
Fallowing ting
en Forelgn Minister
wang ¥l and cutgoing In-
dian Ambassacor.
mar

per-
son Lin flan said the two
ides view ather as
"de\l\e]npment opportuni-

e remarks from Beij-
ing coincided with remarks
by Chinese Ambassador Xu
Fefhong who on the same

ay called for greater coop-
eration berween the two

In Delhi, the Chinese
called

mon interests of the Global
South, mulilar-

Tor greater cultural

the two countries

sides and sald there are
“some” stakeholders who
do not favour positive rela-
ton between 1 and

na
Following the meeting
between Mr Wang and Mz
r. Lin said, “China

is willing to work with In-
dia to implement the im-
portant consensus reached
by the leaders of the two
countries, continue to re-
pard each other than
threats, treat each other as
partners instead of rivals,
expand mutually benefi-
cooperation in various
safeguard the com-

fields,
p |

eral collaboration in me-
chanisms such as BRICS™

gather in
Bhina ana called Tor rea:
ter cultural ¢ arion.

unwilling to see China and
India live in harmony,” said
ambassador Mu Felhong.

-+




Panel pitches dedicated
force to improve accident
response on highways

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Flagging a major gap in
highway safety enforce-
ment, a parliamentary
committee has recom-
mended the creation of a
dedicated National High-
way Safety Patrol to im-
prove accident response,
enforce traffic discipline,
and protect road assets
across the country’s ex-
panding highway network.

The dedicated patrol
will draw upon “models
such as the Railway Protec-
tion Force which has de-
monstrated effectiveness
in asset protection and pas-
senger safety across the
railway network”, accord-
ing to a report of the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Transport, Tourism
and Culture chaired by Ja-
nata Dal (United) MP San-
jay K. Jha, which was ta-
bled in Parliament on
Wednesday.

The recommendation
comes against the back-

The National Highways
accounted for over 52,600
deaths in 2024.

drop of India recording
4.73 lakh road accidents
and 1.7 lakh fatalities in
2024, with the National
Highways alone account-
ing for over 52,600 deaths,
according to the Transport
Research Wing of the Mi-
nistry of Road Transport
and Highways.

According to the panel,
even a pilot rollout on
high-accident corridors
and expressways could sig-
nificantly improve real-
time response during the
“golden hour” (the critical

first 60 minutes after a sev-
ere traumatic injury), en-
force speed and lane disci-
pline on access-controlled
roads, and deter encroach-
ments and damage to high-
way infrastructure. The pa-
trol will complement
digital enforcement sys-
tems being deployed un-
der the Intelligent Traffic
Management System.

“The Committee is of
the view that the present
dependence on State Pol-
ice forces, whose jurisdic-
tion and priorities extend
well beyond highway safe-
ty, is insufficient for the
scale of the National High-
way network, and a dedi-
cated institutional me-
chanism warrants serious
consideration,” the report
stated.

Separately, the commit-
tee flagged gaps in the go-
vernment’s approach to
black spot remediation,
noting the absence of data
to verify whether previous-
ly treated accident-prone
locations remain safe.




1) Main issue in the news

1) THTER &1 TE HET

A Parliamentary Standing Committee has recommended creating a dedicated National Highway
Safety Patrol to improve accident response, enforce lane and speed discipline, and protect highway

infrastructure.

Teh T AR Afffd 3 FAfda National Highway Safety Patrol 5T @ fGw1Rer 1 €, dfds gefet
ufafisan dgaR &1, @ 3R T T T &Y, TAT ASTANT AT DI &1 DY ST Jd | Press Information... 1

The recommendation comes from concern that the present dependence on State Police forces
alone is not sufficient for the scale and special needs of India’s expanding national highway network.
I fAwIRe 33 faar & 32t @ % Paa I=a gfed geif W fnfar vra & st @ gaa s smnf Jeadk 6Ht
farehy amaerasdrait 3R faenerdr & faw v AgT &1 press information..

2) Why this recommendation matters

2) gg fawifier agaqof =i &

India continues to face a severe road safety crisis. The article cites about 4.73 lakh road accidents
and nearly 1.7 lakh deaths in 2024, with National Highways alone accounting for over 52,600

deaths.

YR 31a Wi TR TS TR Tabe T ATHAT B2 8T 8| & & AR 2024 A @I 4.73 IR H8S gHeATE
3R B9 1.7 @ HiA §8, 577 dae Tl AsTHIT R 52,600 B S HA G| vairam anc ravi +1

This shows that highways, though designed for faster travel and better connectivity, also become
zones of high-risk fatal crashes if enforcement, emergency response, and road engineering are weak.
I f@mar £ 3 s, a5t manmae 3k gk HAfaefdet & fae 94T S & 9ras]g, Afe TadH, 3mard
gfdfosan 3ik T8 MidifAd! HHIR &, at 3ftd H1ad GHeTsN & & T A &1 press information.. +1




3) What the proposed patrol would do
3) ydTfad T2dt e oR=IT B

It would improve real-time accident response, especially on expressways and high-accident

corridors.

IE fadtva: vadad 3R 3tfeles gefeT-gaur BiRRER WR arafdds TAA geeat Ufafssar &f dgdR Bl
Press Information...

It would help preserve the golden hour, the first critical hour after a severe injury, when timely

intervention can save lives.

IE TilesA TR B &I [ | Heg B, 31 TR Te P d1g BT UgdT Agaqu] Eel gidT & 3k 5rad ana w

IUIR A STtaT ST ST HABAT &1 press information.. +1

It would enforce speed control, lane discipline, and access control on highways.

I ASTANT WR T1fd fAZ=0T, A9 3ME 3R TaR dogid M BTN Press information..

It would deter encroachments, illegal stopping, and damage to highway assets.

Ig sfdprvl, 3idel Swrae 3R ASTHNT uRTUaaY Y THEIE AdB- B TERIB BRI press information..

It is expected to complement digital systems such as the Intelligent Traffic Management System

rather than replace them.

BT 3227 Intelligent Traffic Management System 31 f3fSiea a3 &1 M -1 €, afcds 32 P

EF-ITT-[Té.'I Press Information...



4) Why state-police-only enforcement is seen as inadequate

4) dbad 59 et e Uad &1 39T =il 7T =T

» State police handle many priorities beyond highways, including law and order, local crime, crowd
control, and VIP duties.
Y Yfeid ASTHIT & AATAT DI -TaT, T 3TaRTe, Wig fAzzor 3R dtangut sxet sit 3 fSmgiar
et 21

» Because of this, highway-specific safety enforcement often becomes diluted or inconsistent.
ST BRUT ISTHTT-fAfIse TR Yad- 3R BHSIR AT [T & STdT &

» A dedicated force would provide specialization, continuity, training, and exclusive operational

focus on highway safety.

U AT gt JSTHIT JRefm WR faLiazrar, fAdazar, ufieror 3iik fafere ufRara wied ugH &)

Press Information... +1



5) Golden Hour and emergency care significance

5) e 3R 3R 3muTd fafdecar &1 Az

The “golden hour"” refers to the first hour after a serious traumatic injury, when prompt medical
care can drastically improve survival chances.
“Teg 3TaR” BT 31ef TR 3TETd & 9IS &1 UgdT gel g, ST oy fAfdscar agradr sitaa-3&m &t TvTaHT &)
GEA T QAT 81 Press information... +
The government has moved in this direction through the Cashless Treatment of Road Accident
Victims Scheme, 2025, later continued in 2026, with treatment cover up to ¥1.5 lakh for eligible
victims.
IIBR 1 59 feeM | Cashless Treatment of Road Accident Victims Scheme, 2025 & HTeIH J thgH
g3, f3A 2026 # 3 gagr 73, 31k ura ulfgdl & faw 1.5 7R d 3UAR dBar & aell 6l TS|

Press Information... +1
But medical schemes alone are not enough; victims must be found quickly, reached quickly,
stabilized quickly, and transferred quickly. That is where a highway patrol can make a major

difference.

Afeh e fafdedm AT vai 7gl &; difed oY 2ier @ s, 2fte ugar s, 2t &R fiean sig 3ikk 2w
FRIFidRd fEar sTe—agl J5THnT modt gd 987 3idR A1 JhdT 21 TE U fEHRIRG A1 3 3R Iftfd &)
@Wﬁ?ﬁ?{ ﬁmmﬁ@@ g| Press Information... +1



6) Black spots: another major concern

6) sidh Wic: T 31T 98T URA

The report also flagged deficiencies in black spot remediation, meaning dangerous locations where
repeated accidents occur.
RaYE 7 step Tite R A Ht sfrl &bt 3R Jdbd fopan, srafd d FaATe 2201 581 gR-aR gHeAN gld! 8|

Press Information...
The government has said black spots on National Highways are identified based on repeated fatal and
grievous accidents, and interim correction measures include road markings, signages, crash barriers,
road studs, and closure of unauthorized openings.
IBR A AR & b ISE T ASTHT WR wetep Tie A AT @Bl AT ST 8 S8l aR-aR Hldes 3R TR gefeamn
Bt &, 3k 376 afRd GuR 2q A8 AT, AT, her =R, A8 T5d 3R 3Mfeipd Fam! B! 9 B d
341 'EEQ’ El'[ﬂ' gl Press Information... +1
The committee’s concern is that without reliable post-remediation data, it is hard to know whether
previously treated accident-prone stretches have actually become safer.
Afffd 1 fiar ag 8 f JER & a1¢ faeaaa 3ifes 7 &1 W I8 ST Bfod 8 fb ugel & 3uailRd gefer-
Yqul &g aRad W JRgid gT WY& ATAGTI  press information... +1



Topic

Parliamentary body

Core recommendation

2024 accident burden

NH deaths

Golden Hour

2025 scheme

Treatment cover

Black spots

Fact

Recommendation came from the Department-
related Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and Culture chaired by Sanjay
Kumar Jha

Creation of a dedicated National Highway Safety
Patrol

Around 4.73 lakh road accidents and about 1.7 lakh
deaths in Indiain 2024

National Highways accounted for over 52,600
deaths

First hour after serious trauma is most critical for
saving life

Cashless Treatment of Road Accident Victims
Scheme, 2025 was notified on a pan-India basis

Up to X1.5 lakh for eligible road accident victims

Hazardous stretches are identified and rectified
through engineering and safety measures

azg

FAwRer aRaest, wdea 3R dFpid dael
%ﬁmﬁuwmuﬁﬁrﬁr@ fSrahr
3TETETAT Tord HHAN T X &

Tsh AT National Highway Safety Patrol eATel
$r fAmrer

2024 H AR H @I 4.73 oG Hsh
gdeart 3R Fg 1.7 or@ Ald

gg@umwszﬁooﬁmﬁrﬁaﬁ
AR 3TaTT & dIc gl Gl Siiad gd1e &
foT Fod FHgeaqel gar @

Cashless Treatment of Road Accident Victims

Scheme, 2025 &I ITW@T ARAT TR W
st frar

a3 gtﬁcm Nfgal & v 1.599 d&
U hdl

YR Tl T ggarel Y R 3%
GRET U & 3oTehl FUR fohar ST &




Consider the following statements:
fAmfafaa weAf R faar difsg:
1. The proposed National Highway Safety Patrol is aimed at improving accident response during the

golden hour.
ydifdd National Highway Safety Patrol &1 3823 Tiles 31TeR & GRIA gHeAT Ufdfhar & JLUR AT 2|
2. The committee held that existing dependence on State Police alone is fully adequate for highway
safety needs.
afafd &1 wa o fds At JRen & fe Baa I Yfed iR adam fiar gofa: vaia €|
3. Black spot remediation refers to identification and correction of accident-prone road stretches.

Sl WTc YR b1 37ef GHeAT-Yau] b gl &l Ugar 3R R A &l

Which of the statements given above are correct?

IRad A A BIH-A BaF et 22

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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INBRIEF

Maharashtra Minister’s video

with transwoman stirs row

Maharashira Minister 1l;l:.ll'xarl zl.r\n.al has landed
tha

Reader's sacking over his “obscene and unethical
behaviour”. The Congress alleged that the video
shows M. Zirwal, who & Food and
Administration (FDA) Minister, in a

SINg posstion™ with the ranswoman
2t his official residence. The Oppasition party
condemned it showed the
moral Seciing | InMahuasmra’ s politics, and
calle 5 conduct 3 ~blot on public
Eife".

CBI arrests human trafficking
“kingpin’ in cyberscam case

The Central Burean of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a person for his alleged Involvement as a

operating in
mar. The accused has been idenmifed 25
Sunil Nellathu Ramak: ., alias Krish, a
resident of Mumbal. Durlngme CH1 probe,
emerged as one of the main “faclitators e
rafficking nerwork, mmngn which victims were
‘being iflegally transported for exploitation in the
scam centres in Southeast Asia. Searches on his
residential premises led to the selzure of digital
.exidence allegedly linked to human trafficking
in Myanmar ancd

i si
NEW DELHI

ithin a year of
ing empo-

weredta diract-

ly issue takedown
ne contont, the (i
lon Home Ministry lssued

Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (4C) was

Home Ministry sends 290
takedown notices a day

ired to remove unkmwful content within three hours of receipt of

Tracking cybersecurity
Thelexdian Computer Emargency Response Tearm

1391

13,0280

1592507

cidents, which has

20,401,360

‘arder: Ministry report also shows sharp rise in number of cybersecurity incidents in recent years

1,11,185

cantant pieces | deadling far
o alstinrms

(an2ac25) mact

LILISS pieces of
suspicious online
content bave been

Section 79(3;
Act, sawvs report

of IT

Torems and other Etermedi-
ai

locked under Section 79
{3Mby of IT Act.

Section T} of

‘the IT Act shields online

platforms and social media

intermediaries from legal

lisbility for comtent posted

shield will not apply if they
fail to take down the con-
tens despite being lagzed

govesnment authoritles.
Social media intermedi-

ary X had
provision and the &s]-yng
portal, which enables pol-
ice actoss the counmry to

send such notices through
a common . in the
Karnataka High Court but

tition was turned

a third of the 66

notices sent to X by the 14C
sought removal of content
about Unkon Ministers and
Central government agen-

the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
EY (MelTY) informed Par-

o issise ta-
cedderarrs maticms.

Cybersecurity cases
Separately, on March 24,
the Ministry informed the

3 the number

of cybersecurity incidenss

the Iast [five years, The
number of such incidents
wtasm4l]akh in 2024

per CERT-n,
highest number of cyber
incidents reported ks from
Mational Capital Territory
of Delhi

10 Killed. 35 injured
as bus collides with
mini-truck in MLP.

BHOPAL

At least 10_persons were
killed and 35 injured after a

about 35 people injured_
The deceased include the
dnveu of both vehicles.

said that while those
recmng Ireatment ar the
distr

a
Police and ambulanc
respond to the fatal bus—mini
truck colksian i MP_ AR

were returning from the
event, which got ower
around € p.m., in an admi-
nistration-organised priv-
ate vehicle

“poth the vehicles were
in peed and as the bus

ried to gvertake another

cials 1o Nagpur as well to

assist the tamily during

e treated free of cost.

The Hindu Group to host
‘World of Women Awards

CHENNAL

The Hindu Group is all set
o host the “World of Wo-
men (WoW) Awards 20267,
a plasform that recognises
exceptional women across
business science. ars, oub
rure, education,

beyol

and
nd, 1n(_||enmjan>_w

pm clay.

years, the
Wow  Awards have
emerged as a powerful in-

THE HINDU

WOME N

in their respective fields
but have also contributed
1@ socketal transformation.

Live viewing
Viewers can take part in
the celebration live on

The 1d of women
Awards Is presented
GRT Jewellers and co-
presented by Sathyabama
Institute of Schence
et ADeemed 1o be

DRA Homses and Gold Win-
nes.
The sssociate pastner is

form's commitment 1o re-
cognising excellence and
inspiring future genera

‘the banking pariner is DES
Bkt India Lo, the beaury
parmer Mysare Sandal
Soup, the talevision part:
‘ers are Puthiya Thalaimu-
rad and Puthu Yogam, and

the  industry ———
partner = Ma S =]

President urged not to grant assent
to Transgender Amendment Bill

MEW DELHL
A day after the Rajya Sabha

Protection  of
Rights) Amendmens Bill,
2026, around 140 lawyers
and women's rights acti-
vists wrote to President
Broupadi Murmu urgi

her not to grant assent to

seit
provision
ral infirmities” in the way it
was passed.

The lemmer was written

by Allindia Feminist al-
liance (ALIFA), 3 pan-india
collective of grassroots or-

anisations, along the

legal

that the right to self-deter
mdnarion of

gender Isaiun—
damental right prote

Lnder Aridies 18 and 19 of
the

Transgender
rights activist
resigns from

NHRC body

MUMB AL

rights activist

Further, they said the in-
al

wessed at the undue and
unjustifisble haste” with

tive Consultation Policy,

" inet the
Amencment Bill at Jansar Mantar in Mew Delhi an Thussday, au

Persons had said that they

sentatives submitted thelr
resignations, the letter
ot

The lemer emphasised
that In the National Legal
thority v. Union

pr
cy” as enshrined in the
Constiru I.on

By rexm
tee of self perce pemmd \denti.
ty, narrowing the defini-
don of who qualifics. as

nder, and introduc-
I.ng layers of medical and
administrative  scrutiny.
transgender people, acti

Group on LGETQI issues
ar the Natonal Human
Commission

(NHIRE, in pratest of the
LGETOI

3

Hie slammed the govern-
ment and NHRC for not
consulting the core group
on any of the key ksstes be-
fore passing the Transgen-

maining perfectly content

Expressed admiration far resistance 6]
Miystery of the wie time code (6}

Skies™~, the edition will ce- dras Manage- ;F The groups said in their 2004 Eervices Au wists and allies, say that | with this autocracy,” the
Eebrate women who conti- mens Assocta {25 letter that they were “ex- bers of the Nation-  of India (2014) judgment,  many will be erased and | resignation  letter
nue to challenge nosms, tion, tremely alarmed and dis-  al Council for Transgender  the Supreme Court held  made invisible by the BIL | stated.
== e —— SUDOKU FAITH
THERE s BWIE R B+ 14752 e e e T h Lo
=y 1= Bhagavatam, a guiding light
- aner's broien sound - refuss te go in there
E et e ot 46/9 1| g mngus s, compoeato o v v
= o o ! — +—1 Mnzinzges the patt o devotion (bhakt). It elaborates on
3% Sethounduesies om squies found of e (5 4 5 the divine ingamations of Lord Vishnu and expounds the
_ an principles n‘f dharma, devotion, and rightecus living.
as 8 4_ 9 While Saunaka and other rishis were performing a sacred
26 A horss wath fat Aanks shways traits Behind
- 28 Old-Tashioned unilsr - leng for a soko dance |5,4]
e oo vy o ; 2] |8

Acrows

* Shamen pen, show uprightness (7
Simple Brid ge comvention

15 Amonth betors sageerh, parmaps 071
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s s

yer cnnﬁlsll\s For a follower (7).

Fieully, 2 o y0U - the

Terror outf has even sirshios (1)
L 8t Iy et By & prisnate (3-31
Restristion on time for e (5}

Alzn caring abeut an instrumess |3.7]
Inbend Lo take ouer Somy - 'S getting o the

~
100, [N ]

1 3

il8

About-turns and sabages (8]
Vocifemus supparier expressing Goubs wer he and Trums
uning 15-7)
Courter toys WEh COmPUbers i3)
Spoakiest forsgn actress | got ewobed |5)
The counsel finally Stopped hesring somehow s shouted
“hooker!” (8]

Survival is easy with packed bag 5}
e waks Badly sun bt i Graece once (6]
Conerapticn tagged wronghy i
Stick ancund 2 US island territory (4]
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incarna
Brindavan? What is the deeper spirim

masl purpase behind

His various incarnations? And whe protects dharma and

safeguards devoteest

The Bhagavatam itself provides answers to these ques-
tions. It declares that whenever adharma rises and dhar-
ma declines, the divine manifests to restore cosmie order.
This truth is also affirmed by Lord Krishna in the Bhaga-
wvad Gita (Chapter 4, Verse & — Parithranaya Sadhunam)

grant, how to grant, an.

tam serves as 3 guiding light for us, wheo are lost in the

dense and dark forest of workdly life. Like a lighthowuse

that

[puides ships across the vast sea, it shows the right path to

those seeking meaning and direction.




Home Ministry sends 290
takedown notices a day

Social media platforms required to remove unlawful content within three hours of receipt of

order; Ministry report also shows sharp rise in number of cybersecurity incidents in recent years

. s

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ithin a year of
Wbeing empo-
wered to direct-

ly issue takedown notices
for online content, the Un-
ion Home Ministry issued
an average of 290 such not-
ices every day, according
to the Ministry’s data.

On March 13, 2024, the
Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (14C) was
designated as the Minis-
try’s agency to perform the
functions under Section 79
(3) (b) of the Information
Technology Act, 2000.

According to the Minis-
try’s annual report for
2024-25, published on
Wednesday, till March 31,
2025, “1,11,185 suspicious
online content have been
blocked under Section 79
(3)(b) of IT Act”

Though Section 79(1) of
the IT Act shields online
platforms and social media
intermediaries from legal
liability for content posted
by users, Section 79(3)(b)
of the IT Act says that the
shield will not apply if they
fail to take down the con-
tent despite being flagged
by government authorities.

Social media intermedi-

Tracking cybersecurity

The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team
(CERT-In) is designated as the national agency for
responding to cybersecurity incidents, which has

seen arise in recent years

NUMBER OF CYBERSECURITY INCIDENTS o\l

2021 14,02,809 l/ @] ONLINE CONTENT

2022 | 13,91,457 \oj

2023 | 15,92,917 290 1,11,185  3-hour
takedown  content pieces deadline for

2024 | 20,41,360 notices/day  blocked platforms

2025 |

(average)

(2024-25) to act

L,11,185 pieces of
suspicious online
content have been
blocked under
Section 79(3)(b) of IT

Act, says report

ary X had challenged this
provision and the Sahyog
portal, which enables pol-
ice across the country to
send such notices through
a common platform, in the
Karnataka High Court but
the petition was turned
down by the court in 2025.

The Hindu reported on
March 29, 2025 that nearly
a third of the 66 takedown
notices sent to X by the 14C
sought removal of content
about Union Ministers and
Central government agen-

cies. Social media plat-
forms and other intermedi-
aries are required to
remove unlawful content
within three hours of the
receipt of an order of a
court of competent juris-
diction or a reasoned inti-
mation by the Appropriate
Government or its agency,
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MeiTY) informed Par-
liament recently.

Besides the Home Mi-
nistry, there are other go-
vernment  departments
empowered under the par-
ticular section to issue ta-
kedown notices.

Cybersecurity cases

Separately, on March 24,
the Ministry informed the
Lok Sabha that the number

of cybersecurity incidents
reported in India has risen
sharply over the past five
years, according to data
tracked by the Indian Com-
puter Emergency Res-
ponse Team (CERT-In), the
national agency responsi-
ble for responding to cyber
threats.

CERT-In, which func-
tions under provisions of
Section 70B of the Informa-
tion Technology Act,
2000, recorded 29.44 lakh
cyber security incidents in
2025, the highest figure in
the last five years. The
number of such incidents
was 20.41 lakh in 2024.

As per CERT-In, the
highest number of cyber
incidents reported is from
National Capital Territory
of Delhi.
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Why do we need a llvmg will?

irth and death represent the
two ends of a person’s
tmeline. A disproportionate
amount of pre;
arttention and care is given to the first half
— ranging from the anticipation of
presnancy, elling and check-ups, 1o
delivery and extravagant first birthday
celebrations. Unfortunately, thy
mmmjnn is rarely gamn to the oppoﬂke
end — that is death. is often left
hance, fuctiod by the vague hope
“the right treatment decision will
somehow be taken at the right time by
someone
Therein les the pxbblenL No one — not
even a doctor how thefr
life will end, o(\lhciher!hey\wﬂlbed)le
to speak for themselves in their final days.
It could be a relatively sudden event or a

thar

g fro.
Prolonged and disttessing ordeal for the
patient and their fam!
A living will is a legal document that

preferences for certain

cific i Not

maryy terminally il patients spend their

every
measure prescribed in the books, without

in spey
having one could sometimes lead to
crucial treatment decisions that the
patient would not have made by

their

suffering.

The focus of a lving will is specifically
for situations in which the person
develops a medical condition that is
terminal or irreversible. There will be no
compromise in routine reaament

for other

a college lecturer Tuiffoes 5 bratn mjury

for quality of life or
prospects for recovery. In addition, our
next of kin may not be alive or available to

make these decisions for us ln the distant
future. A safer alternative is

‘while
comfort care until a natural death
occurred.
Without a living will, many terminally
I patients spend thelr final days tn the
cu,

attached erous . unable
to speak, mdca.mdfofbysu - This

ahead of tiine, vetsen they are S in good

so that there is no conflict if and when the

g will does not need to be
inwoked for everyone who is
when the

food, strangulation or a stroke.

person Is still able to
discuss their wishes with their doctors.

sometimes, other p end up
ging decisions on our
behalf when we are not in a w©

For mstance, if a person enters an

n such

not only
not generally possible, but the person
may remain

comfort care (palliative care) than
in the ICU more

state,
doctors may place a feeding tbe that
plerces the stomach wall—because the
patient can DO |0l’lgﬂ swallow. Such
individuals in a paralysed,
Bedridden state for several yea;
Sometimes a decade or longer. This may
not be what the person would have
wanted. In contrast, if this person had
pmv\ot.ul) made a living will

= mode of dying not only
results in poor quality of life for the
patient but also causes profou

emotional distress for the family left
behind.

on treatments
A lA\'lng ol typically speclnes which

or
e S Lo Aoy feeding
fubes. or CPR — only if the patient has no

recefve full treatment for a imb fracture
or appendicitis. In such cases, If they are
temporarily unable to ear, they

recefve artificial feeding and

post- opetan\ne ICU care just like any other
patient — 1o help them recover.
Artificial feeding is a life-saving tool for
it

The focus of a living will is specifically for situations in which the person develops a medical condition that is terminal or irreversible. WIthout a lhving wit,
final days in the ICU, attached to NUMerous tubes, unable to speak, and Cared for by STANEErS. GETTYIMAGES

the Indian Association of Palliative Ca;
have been published. Templates avallable
online can be customised — as eacl
individual may have different viewpoints
for end of life care.
For instance, one person may not want
a

ry reificial feeding if an
irreversible iliness is confirmed — that s,
if ble to swallow or feed

ne
long as these decisions are taken in a state
of sound L.

Once drafted, the document requires

the signatures of two witnesses and that

notary or gazetted offices. A
magistrate’s signature is no Jonger a
requirement in India, thus the process
has been simplified.

A Hving will is not just for clder people.
Young adults may be involved in road
accidents or other sudden catastrophic
events and hence benefit from having
one. They can always update their living
will depending on any change in

rounds of chemotherapy that only
Giminish qualicy of life i the limited days
that remain.
Most people would expect thelr family
members or close friends to step in and
take the right decisions along with the
ors. However, in reality, the situation
an turn Because of emotios
Conflice, guilt, differences of opinion and
contrasting attitudes among several
decision-makers — at the end of which
doctors will often take the safest route

ng they did not want
artificial feedlng in zhe event of an

only
point of concern when used t
Indennitely prolong a state of irreversible

plan
ol ahift 0 Gommict care. This gives the
person a chance to pass away gradually,
in peace, and surrounded by loved ones.

Studies have shown that having a living
will does not affect total survival. At the
same time. it helps reduce unnecessary

as they get ol
Tosulnhup‘alh'ingwﬂlmtgh!besll
that we have available to speak on

a life filled with unpredictability. Reserved
for irreversible or terminal ilinesses, it
crmmoths knpoliad o racoversble

The “ourt legally

these “advance directives™ in the Cammon
Cause vs. Union of India (2015) case. More
recently. in the case of Harish Rana —
where no living will existed — the
Supreme Court enabled doctors to stop
artificial feeding by

medical and
Discussing one’s preferences with close

relatives and the family doctor is helpful

to receive gusdance and clarity while

planning a living will. Guidelines for EOLC

(End Of Life Care) by The Indian

of Critical Care Medicine and

HUMERUS

I THINK YoU HAVE LOST
SOMETHING O~ YouR
FOREIGN PouLicy TRIP.’

es said.

on Wednesday to

now be

diseases.

SNIFPPETS

Use of stem cell
therapy for autism

has issued an advisory
stem cell therapy
treatment of Autism
order in compliance with a Su-
preme Court order.
The move Is aimed at curbi

legal practices by privace dlinics in
metropolitan and tier-2 cities that
claim to treat autism and cerebral
palsy using stem cell therapy, sourc- | 2025

‘According to the advisory Issued
based on ICMR

will not affect
Rgeaine edical on surgical cary

;. evan & convener,
rescarch colt, Kevala State WA and
honorary senior consultant
gastroenterologiss, Sunrise Hospital
Cochin. rajeeviayadevanggmail.com)

THE GIST

A living will is a legal document
that safeguards the indiiduat's

peeferences for
certain reversible conditons,
cssentially taking the burden
off relatives and doctors in
deciding on treatments in
=pecific situstions

Studkes hawe shown that

Eanily doctor s heiphul to
guidance and clarity
while planning a thing witl

-

Aliving will iz not just for older
people. Young dults may be
in road accdents or

ther sudden <atastrophic
events and hence benefit from
having one

The National Medical C lbe

Mice cloning and
genetic mutations

Framework for
animal testing

illegal for the
Spectrum Dis-

Ttae Tor vt decenes hane disea
vered that such serial duplication

labora

mice were generated from a single

female donor mouse from 2005 to ted
in

Britain’s medicines regulator said
stowill

Use of technology in research related to health

Fake X-rays and
the use of Al

Fake Xray images created by artifi
ols to

on
framework by the end of 2026,

P e ek patients
<can fool not only expertenced ra-
diologists but also the artificial intel-
ligence tools themselves, acco:

for | toasmdy

The study illustrates the poten-
“T'he draft guidance from the Un- | tial for manipulation by bad actors.
and from 12 hos-

pitals in six countries reviewed 26

pan. There were no

car
of trouble through the first 25 gen-

in Ja-
d signs

o all medscal coll

€5, hospitals and registered medical
practitioners, stem cell therapy can
only for 32

coming fatal

but subse-
quently began piling up until be-
fatal
The S8th generation of the
by

broade:
testing in

clones,

dledalewdaysaﬁerbinh

adopt alternatives.

v
Agency aims to reduce rellance on
animal studies and aligns with a
7 slobal push to limic such

ment.
The US. n:u\ too had issued

draft guidance encouraging compa-
nies to reduce animal testing and

Xray images. of which had
been gencrated by the artificial in-
telligence tools including ChatGPT
or RoentGen. When radiologist
readers were unaware of the study's
true purpose, only 41% spontane-
ously identified Al-generated imag-
es, according to a report.




Use of technology in research related to health

Use of stem cell
therapy for autism

Press Trust of India

The National Medical Commission
has issued an advisory declaring
stem cell therapy illegal for the
treatment of Autism Spectrum Dis-
order in compliance with a Su-
preme Court order.

The move is aimed at curbing il-
legal practices by private clinics in
metropolitan and tier-2 cities that
claim to treat autism and cerebral
palsy using stem cell therapy, sourc-
es said.

According to the advisory issued
based on ICMR recommendations
on Wednesday to all medical colleg-
es, hospitals and registered medical
practitioners, stem cell therapy can
now be used only for 32 approved
diseases.

Mice cloning and
genetic mutations

Reuters

Revealing the limitations of cloning,
researchers who repeatedly cloned
mice for two decades have disco-
vered that such serial duplication
triggers grave genetic mutations
that accumulate over the genera-
tions and ultimately become fatal.

Atotal of 1,206 cloned laboratory
mice were generated from a single
female donor mouse from 2005 to
2025 in research conducted in Ja-
pan. There were no outward signs
of trouble through the first 25 gen-
erations, but mutations subse-
quently began piling up until be-
coming fatal.

The 58th generation of the
clones, burdened by mutations
died a few days after birth.

Framework for
animal testing

Reuters

Britain’s medicines regulator said
on Wednesday it will introduce a
framework by the end of 2026,
which would allow drug makers to
ask a review of the data for drugs
being developed without animal
testing before applying for
approval.

The draft guidance from the Un-
ited Kingdom’s Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency aims to reduce reliance on
animal studies and aligns with a
broader global push to limit such
testing in drug development.

The U.S. FDA too had issued
draft guidance encouraging compa-
nies to reduce animal testing and
adopt alternatives.

Fake X-rays and
the use of Al

Reuters

Fake X-ray images created by artifi-
cial intelligence tools to resemble
true results from human patients
can fool not only experienced ra-
diologists but also the artificial intel-
ligence tools themselves, according
to a study.

The study illustrates the poten-
tial for manipulation by bad actors.
Seventeen radiologists from 12 hos-
pitals in six countries reviewed 264
X-ray images, half of which had
been generated by the artificial in-
telligence tools including ChatGPT
or RoentGen. When radiologist
readers were unaware of the study's
true purpose, only 41% spontane-
ously identified Al-generated imag-
es, according to a report.



Use of technology in health-related research: detailed summary
ey Adtit 2fter | Wiefiich! &1 3T faxgd aR

1) Main theme

1) H=2 fawg
» The page highlights how modern science and technology are rapidly transforming health research,
regulation, diagnosis, and ethics.
g g5 fezmar & s aneyfAes faam sik wigfid! fea yeR wmred e, faffamE, fAge 3k Afdwar &t
dsit A 95 R €|

» At the same time, it also shows that every new technology brings both promise and risk.
12l g g Wl Tse AT & b &1 8 ddpAles 31ua 1l TUTaET 3R SifEd ) &rdt 21
» The four reports together cover:
A IR AR fAddR fA= faua) & far &3 &
» stem cell therapy and medical ethics
A A Rt 3R fafdscdta Afdawmdan
» cloning and genetic instability
AN 3R Mdferds 3TfReRdr
» reduction of animal testing in drug development
gar fadra A ug[-uteur &t aHt
» misuse of Al in medical imaging

AfSeel AT A T3S 1 gouanT



Part 1: Stem cell therapy for autism

| 1: 3iifdsH & foig ¥H At SRl

2) What the news says

2) THTEIR &1 HEdl &

The National Medical Commission has issued an advisory stating that stem cell therapy is illegal for
the treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorder in routine medical practice.

A AiSHd BHIM 3 RHLf SRt &R BT ¢ fds Autism Spectrum Disorder & 3UdR &q fAafia fafdsean
3T | TH T Rt der 7t 1

This action is aimed at stopping private clinics that make unproven claims of curing autism or cerebral

palsy through stem cell treatment.

S BcH BT 322F 39 s FedlifAep) TR Aep AT 2 51 W A IUIR T 371 T Ao UTedt S1eb B b
3YHIfOTd g B &

The advisory is linked to regulatory and judicial concern that such use lacks adequate scientific proof.

g WL fAamd 3k =i faar & g1 2 fds ¥F 3uim & ugr B gai dArf-ds WHIoT 3ucres! gl & |

3) What are stem cells?

) RAJARIEAE

Stem cells are special cells that can develop into different kinds of body cells.

R At ¥ G99 Bfeierd & 5it oRR &Y fafi=1 bR &Y Bifeieprait A faefdd & Tt 2l

They are important in regenerative medicine because they may help repair damaged tissues in
selected medical conditions.

gifstt fafdscan A g1 Agd safae & wiifds & o gfer I &G A gifdvrd Hdd! & iveAd H JgRIb &)
Jpdt &

However, medical use of stem cells must be based on strong evidence, approved protocols, and

ethical supervision.

fdhq W I BT fRAfbi 3UANT Asigd A1ed, 3rHIfGd Metbia 3k Afded ARt v snenf¥a gFr anfge|



4) Why autism treatment through stem cells is controversial

4) R Ad gRI 3T 3uaR fdaifdd =i &

¢ Autism is a neurodevelopmental condition, not a simple tissue injury that can be directly “repaired”
like a wound.
31T T A-3qURCH AT 8, 7 foh BIg AR Hdw-dle 517 11a &t arg Fe “Sias” o fgar sl

« Therefore, extraordinary claims of cure require very high-quality evidence.
ST "SATST" & TR gTal & T 3TRid 3w TuTadT AT diTfds THTOT 3T oA g1d &

¢ When clinics market expensive unproven therapies to vulnerable families, it becomes an issue of
medical ethics, consumer protection, and evidence-based medicine.
319 Tt Jdgaeie uRar) &Y Agtt 3ik rymrfora SRt dud €, aY a8 fafdcdta Afdwar, Imitamr dRaror
3R ey -3menfia fafe T &1 U2d 94 ST 8|

5) Exam value

5) Udtem HEa
e This issue is important for questions related to:
Ig fawa A1 R & oAt & foe agayof &:

¢ biotechnology
Sta-ytefies!

¢ medical ethics
fafdean Afddsar

e regulation of health technologies
TR Wi &t fafaem=

¢ evidence-based medicine

Ire-3menda fafdear



Part 2: Mice cloning and genetic mutations
HTTT 2: &Y b aifa 3iR 3nefeie IcafRadd
6) What the news says

6) JHTIR &1 hEdl &
* A long-term study in Japan repeatedly cloned mice over many generations.
STU A Ueb ceiblfoich e | gl @bl AP Uifgdl deb dR-aR Twilf=T &bl TS|
* The study found that repeated cloning caused serious genetic mutations that accumulated across
generations.
HeFIH A URIT 7T fob GR-aR GredlfA1 B34 & 1R 3rrdferes 3aafRada gg, it uigl-gz-diet st 8d e
* These mutations eventually became so severe that later-generation clones died soon after birth.

A IaRadd 3idd: gda TRk & T fb a1g 6t uifedt & il ST & $B THY 91 & AR T

7) What is cloning?

7) FAAT AT &
¢ Cloning is the production of a genetically very similar copy of an organism.

FAtfAT fapit Sfia <Y 3dfeis T A Idd JHM Ufd TR & 61 ufsar 21

e In animal cloning, a common method is somatic cell nuclear transfer.

gQ[ g4 W Uas I fafeh somatic cell nuclear transfer g1dt &1
¢ In this process, the nucleus of a body cell is inserted into an egg cell whose original nucleus has been

removed.

23 Ufchan | 2RR &l Uab pIfelehT ol A1fHcs 3T 3ieT0] A 1T d faparm STrdT & fSiyest Ja Ahies fAdsTet faam man
gl



8) Why this study is important

8) UE eI HEYUl &Y &
* It reveals that cloning is not an endlessly stable process.
IE gardr & fob TiifAT 3ddbTe das RO g3 aret ufehar 9&t 21
* Repeated cloning may magnify genetic defects over time.
IR-gR T AT & JTS MTa I SISt B 98T Tl &l
« This supports the biological importance of sexual reproduction in maintaining long-term genetic

health.
IE S pIfad ARG TR FATE A B Al Usia & Afads HEQ B HI IFifdsd BT &l

9) Broader scientific significance

9) SMUP dFfb HEA
+ The study is relevant to developmental biology, genetics, reproductive technology, and bioethics.
IE eI fAmrTes Sfafdar, sidferd!, Wi wWalfiadt 3k sta-Afdemar & ddfea 21

+ It also reminds us that laboratory success in early generations does not guarantee long-term

biological viability.
Ig g Ig Wl are fawrar 2 fos urfies Wifeal A wamemer-%1a T adi et dbifoids stfde agridr &l et
EEEGI

¢ This is important in debates around cloning of animals, endangered species, and possibly future

reproductive technologies.

Ig U3, Aheuwa ystfaa 3k Tifad vidss &t U= ddb-1w! UR g1 aTelt 9831 A Hgaaquf &1



Part 3: Framework for reduced animal testing
HIT 3: Y[-UA&I0T BH &1 & T wua

10) What the news says

10) HHTER T HEAT &
« Britain's medicines regulator has proposed a framework under which drugmakers may seek
regulatory review of data for drugs developed without animal testing before approval.
feem & afwfer fAamae A ¥t wuEr vRarfda & & S siarfd qar dufat ugl-uteror & famr fawfaa ganait
& 3T ! FRATHST JHter, TTHIGT J Ugd, BT JPb |

+ Theidea is to reduce reliance on animal testing and encourage scientifically valid alternatives.

BT 32 UL[-UA0T R fnfRar &1 %=1 3k denfad wu 3 A= fadwedl &t g@mar 3 8|
11) Why animal testing has traditionally been used

11) UR[-URI&I0T YRR ®U A ol fobaT ST1dT 38T 8
« Before giving a new drug to humans, regulators want evidence on safety, toxicity, and biological

effects.
fdsait 95 ga1 B A= IR 31 A UgA [AaTHG 396! JR&f, fasmadar 3ik sifde ymal & J1eg argd 2|

« Historically, animals were used as models to estimate how a drug might behave in living systems.
Rfderad ®U A, gar sifdd a3 A A AAER B, SHBT ATHA oA & (i U3l & Alsd & U H IuAT
fapaT STrar o



12) Why alternatives are now being encouraged

12) 319 fadmea) &Y R Wieafad fdsa 31T 38T &
* Animal studies are costly, slow, ethically contested, and sometimes poor predictors of human biology.
gQ[-3rea Agit, e, Add v A fGargrue 8 € 3k & R AFa shafda o1 Jeis qafqam w98t 3a

» Newer methods such as organoids, organ-on-chip systems, computational toxicology, in vitro testing,

and Al-assisted modeling may reduce dependence on animals.
organoids, organ-on-chip systems, computational toxicology, in vitro testing 3k Al-assisted modeling
it S fafear g3 uR fAizar ger &t 8|
» This shift is linked to the 3Rs principle:
Ig YRad 3Rs principle & 33T 8:
e Replace
Replace (U2] & &9 IR fdeeq)
 Reduce
Reduce (9] 3T A BHHI)
e Refine
Refine (GisT @l BH &A1)



fafafara e iR faar Hifsie:
1. A I NG BT R [ifbcdT g danfae F9 3 &g 3R Fafia s 3 srgafca 21

Every medical use of stem cell therapy is scientifically proven and routinely approved.
2. 9R-9R B TS Fefa § yifeat & Trer mrdfras g ST 8 Iaa 2l
Repeated cloning can lead to accumulation of genetic defects across generations.
3. UQ[-URNefuT & faded! Y GaTdT &1 BT 38T bdd @NTd BH BT &, Afdddl J 3JHBT BIg TG &1 &
The promotion of alternatives to animal testing is only about reducing cost and has no connection
with ethics.

4. TAHE-SIAd Adel AfSdhd gHST IR &7 H Tdb 3Hd! g8 faeaa-idr 3R & At &l
Al-generated fake medical images are an emerging trust and security challenge in healthcare.
IR | § -8 B JEl 82

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) Tand 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3and 4 only
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only
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Number of beds to be
added to Andhra

Pradesh hospital.

™e
comp-
leticn

of multispecialty hospiats in warangst and
Hyderabad -v-ll add 10,000 beds 10 the
State publsc health system, said Telangana
Chief Minister & Revanth Reddy. He also

saicl that the department is develeping a
website where nan-resident Telangan;
doctors can register to volunteer. o

Increase in allocation

of commercial 5

to Rajasthan

| [ | Jrraneata
oo of comnaneseia G

0 REIASTNAR by 10%%, followeng & request

Amount of ‘wartime’

Increase in India’s
carbon emissions in budget South Korea
aims to roll out

2025
In per cent. This is in § bamtion. DFicials sim to
! 7 the slowest annual y 7 “draw up 3 SUpplemEntary
increase in mare Esdget warth 25 trillion wan
than two decades, data from a research naxt month — funded by excess tax
from the State, officials said on Thursday. analyss showsd, a5 record clean-energy revEnUE — In rEsponse to the prolanged
The State gowemment had sarber urged aditions and weak power demand curbed  Midde East confet”, the o
the Centre far additional gas allocatian ta  the rise in fassil-fuel use. This is a sharp said in 2 statement. The Bill aims to
meet the growing demand, Follawing this.  slowcawn from the gravih of 455-11% in suppart small and mid-sized fums and
request, the allocation of cammercial gas forur years, excluding the wnslnerable househalds bt by the
was nereased, the official said. en impact of COVID n 2020, s pralanged war

Donations received
by the ruling BJIP in
2024-25

[
P o e
Surged by

national partses
161% in 2024-25 from 1

Breious fncal with the BAP sccaunting for

the overwhelming maparity, accardng ta 2

report by the Assocatan for Democratic

Reforms. Total denasions abave 120,000

declared stood at 45,548,563 crore. o
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at is driving the fall in gold prices?

*Whyisa er dollar pu: down? Is
book pmﬁx_-. n gold* Will prices recover after the current correction

THE GIST
Shifts in safe haven%

o jevseliery

4 Throth otd exch Goid prices have fall
The story s snce the onset of the West
old Iongseen as a safe haven — '
in times of crisls, is behaving Since = rwasion of Likraina, gold haz kept climbing ever 35 real ylekis have staysd Fox 25 yaars, gai rose when the
differently me sinc high. defyirag ecades af precedent dultar fall. Wot amymers

Fremala's | measion of Ursine A5 yesar reliatioen
5 arvdd rate oy

« fras heldd o

COMID-15 panceric odd’s appeal as

old e fallon sharply. in i, LS. 20 pmar raal yield 10 teighal Y, - - rierest beanng ssset.
Bt carat ol vehiich was (rading ) : N -
1.9 lakh per 10} grams In late January, has

A chain reaction af sell arders,
profit baoking amid a lquidite
crunch, and ivestors covering
Lemses in falling steck markets
2000 n 5 s added bo the dowmward
pressure on prices.

dropped 1o sround £1.3 lakh per 10 _g'ams

pasi
g\nld has either held irs value or risen

sharply again during the COVID-I9

o

2. ARILIAL

Gt pricss o)

pandemic as economies shut down and
Daniral barks Dooded markets wih
liquidiry. After Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, gold surged nearly 10%
i the weeks following the start of the
conflice. ~Eve: should trn to gold
as a safe haven when there is a political
crisis, 2 millisary crisis, a financial crisis,
or an ol crisks. That's the first thing we
o an Das, formes associate
prafessor of Economcs at Loyola College,
Chennal, sald. So why lso't thar
happening now?

Why does gold usually rise in a crisis?
Gold does not pay interest, unlike other
common assets. 5o, when rerurmns on
‘other safe assets ssch as u; Eovernment

iquiity. Thae
streng even as it

“The changing expectation of central
bank polscy actions has been a key
factor,” said Kavita Chacko, Research
Head for India at the World Gold Council.
ected interess rates alio

money
swengthens — and a sronger dollar makes
20ld more expensive for forelgn buyers,
‘dampening dernand.

pie.> dollar inc

rise,
because investors can earn a steady
Income from bends. But when bond
yields Eall or uncertainty spilces, the
rs miove

crises — are gold's best friends.

What changed this time?
Several things changed ar once, and all of
them have pushed
Factars that usually suppol
Interest rates, and

the Ittt Enerzy
Agency.
Higher oil prices push up the cost of

demnand. While rates have not yet risen

further, expectations have shifted

Malk.ms now expect rates to stay higher

for Loy

\\'I|en Investors expect interest rates to
which

attractive. Gold, which yields no inrerest,
has to compete with thar. Even without
an actual raze hike, the mere expectation
rate cuts are off the table ks enough o
push inpescors toward bonds and awsy

Before the conflict, inflation had been

changed that calculus.

the opportunicy cost of holding gold” M.
cen 2 Sy factar

Inﬂuencll\g prl(es,

Why are investors now selling gold
specifical

Gold had been having a strong run
Internationally, prices touched aver
$5.000 per oy ounce before the conflict

Luying. and 2 weakening dollar through
mast of 2025,

when prlm fall sharply from such
highs, a tion can

Ineamtars i hed ser su(omauc sel.l
orders to limit their losses see o

orders trigger, an already falling
market with supply. That pushes pr
further, b ng more sell orders

‘when ane part of a portfolio bleeds

investors often sell what is still in profit to
cover the damage. Gold, sitting on years
of gains, is an obwvious cancdidate.

“It is a liquidity lssue. Other asset
classes have seen sharp falls, so you make
up for shortfalls there, cover losses there
by baaking some profits here.” Ms.
Chacko sakd.

15 the dollar now the haven gold used
o0 be
some extent, yes, at least in the short
a growi o move
a\lay vt e Soa e in global

exchs s has declined
EraE Sttt T i the early HOD0s t

February 2036 points to a strong rebound

in central bank buying
the LLS. and its Western allies

froze Russian financial assets held in

Emvasi
mnc]udlng ﬂls[ ﬁnsl\ﬂsl assets alone
were insufficient as reserves.

Geobd, which is a physical asset that
cannot be frozen or sanctioned. became
more atiractive.

should ordinary investors be
worried?
Price corrections. ufthls kind are not
unusual, Mr. Das sl Gold has
sharp efore,

under 650% in years, as
diversify into other currencies and gold,
according to the LS. Federal Reserve. But
that shift has limits, and the dollar still
domdnares a third of all global rrade
d in it

It remains the currency countries need
when they buy oil or pay for impoarts. For
now, when a crises hits, the world sill

When oil, also priced in doliars,
becomes mnr?e:‘penslve countries need
more doflars to pay for

uilating it
in 2025 compased o " ihe
three years prior, but remained

aver, e oo
e Wil ol Gl At for

GETTY MAGES

b .

Encluding after it peaks in 2001 and 2020,
only to recover and move higher
eventually.

In India, the picrure is more nuanced.
Physical demand for jewellery has

a5 Consumers adfust &0 higher

leEP_s But nvestment demand,
particularly through gold
exchange-traded hunds (ETFs), has
remained resilient

Gt ETP Enfloues i Indlis were Postiive
for the tenth consecutive
February, according to World Gold
Council data, even as some investors
booked profits. Physical demand for gold
rold a similar story. While February gold
Emports were 38% lower than January,
they were stll over 80% higher i valume
compared o the same moath Last year.

“The underlying demand is still there
sald Ms. Chacko. “When there has been a
correction and people see prices stabilise,
there ks often an immediate rush o by,
The sentiment appears to be quite
pasitive and bullish~

What happens next then?
Buch depends on how the West Asian
canflict unfolds. If ofl prices stabilise or
£all, inflation fears will be eased, rate hike
expectations will recede, and gold”
appeal a3 2 non interem-bearing asset will
increase aga flict deepens and
oil climbs further,

craiation w
prolonged slow growth ebned il
high inflation, becomes a real concesn,
which has historically also been good for
goid

“Price correction Is a normal thing in

arket,” Mr. Das sald. “Gold will

cercainly appreciate in the furure. This is 4
remporary sinaation

The shart-term pécture is volatile and
uncertain, and how far prices will mow
rermains snyone's gless. The longer-erm
forecast, analysts say, remains ingact.

Despate the camect
undarteing demand remains
strong, weth positive ETE
inflaws, continued central

ppreciation mact.




The story so far:
old, long seen as a safe haven
In times of crisis, s behaving
differemtly this time since the
onset of the West Aslan conflice
on February 28. Since the start of the war,
gold prices have fallen sharply. In India,
24-carat gold, which was trading close to
1.9 lakh per 10 grams in Late January, has
dropped to around $1.3 lakh per 10 grams.
In most crises over the past two decades,
gold has either held its value or risen.
During the 2008 financial meltdown, gold
surged as banking systems faltered. It rose
sharply again during the COVID-I9
pandemic a3 economies shut down and
central banks flooded markets with
liquidiry. After Russia's imvasion of
Ukraine in 2022, gold surged neardy 10%
in the weaks following the start of the
conflict. “Everybody should mrn to gold
as a safe haven when there is a political
«crigis, & military crisis, a financial crisis,
«or an ofl crisks. Thar's the first thing we
do," Bhagwan Das, former assoclate
professor of Economics at Loyola College,
‘Chennai, sald. So why isn't that
happening now?

Why does gold usually rise in a crisis?
Gold does not pay interest, unlike other
‘common assets. 5o, when refurns on
other safe assets such as LS. government
‘bonds rise, gold becomes less attractive
‘because investors can eamn a steady
income from bonds. But when bond
yields fall or uncertainty spikes, the
reverse happens, and investors move into
gold to preserve their wealth.

There is also the dollar factor, Gold is
priced in U.5. dollars globally. When the
dollar weakens, gold becomes cheaper for
‘buyers using other currencies, pushing
up demand and prices. A weaker dollar
and lower interest rates combined —
‘which was the case in several past global
«crises — are gold's best friends.

What changed this time?
Several things changed ar once, and all of
them have pushed gold prices down.
Factors that nsually support gold, low
Interest rates, and a weaker dollar, have
all moved in the opposite direction.

‘When the West Asian conflict began,
ofl prices jumped sharply, crossing S120 2
‘barrel and breaching $100 per barrel for
the first time since Russla‘s invasion of
Ukraine in 202, The war created one of
the largest supply disruptions in the
jglobal ol market, according to a March
report by the International Energy
Agency.

Higher oil prices push up the cost of
almost everything, ralsing fears of
inflarion. In response, central hanks
typically raise interest rates to cool
demancd. While rates have not yet risen
further, expectations have shifted.
Markets now expect rates to stay higher
for longer.

‘When investors expect interest rates to
remain high, government bonds, which
pay a fixeed return, become more
attractive. Gold, which vields no interest,
has to compete with thar. Even withouwt
an actual rate hile, the mere expectation
that rate cuts are off the rable ks enough
push investors toward bonds and away
from gold.

Before the conflict, inflation had been
easing globally, and major central hanks
had been signalling rate cuts to support
showing economies. The ol shock
«changed thar caloulus.

M »

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu % X.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu
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THE GIST

-

Gold prices have fallan sharply
singe the onset of the West
Asian conflict a5 expectations
of higher interest rates for
longes, & stronger dollar, and
rising bond vields reduced
goids appeal a5 a
nan-interest-bearing asset.

-

A chaln reaction of sell arders,
predit baaking amid a liquidity
crunch, and investces cavering
losses in falling stock markets
hass added to the downward
pressure on prices

-

Despite the correction,
underling demand remains

strang, with pesitive ETF
Indlows, continued central

I TR
SoURCE: WOk
“The changing expectation of central

‘bank policy actions has been a key
factor,” sald Kavita Chacko, Research
Head for India at the World Gold Council.

Higher expected interest rates also
make dollar-denominared assets such as
LS. Treasury bonds more artractive, As
money flows into these assets, the dollar
strengthens — and a stronger dollar makes
gold more expensive for forelgn buyers,
dampening demand.

“The strengthening dollar ncreases
‘the opportunity cost of holding gold,” Ms.
‘Chacko sald. “That has been a key factor
influencing prices”

Why are investors now selling gold
specifical

‘{Gold had been having a strong run.
Internationally, prices touched over
45,000 per troy ounce before the conflict
‘began. In India, prices hit an all-time high
‘of nearly 21.8 lakh per 10 grams of
24-carat gold in late January 2006,
capping a streak in which prices had
more than doubled over twio years, driven
by geopolitical uncertainty, central hank
‘buying, and a weakening dollar through
mast of 2005,

‘When prices fall sharply from such
highs, a chain reaction can set in.
Investors whe had set automatic sell
«orders to limit their losses see those
«orders trigger, flooding an already falling
market with supply. Thar pushes prices
dowm further, triggering more sell orders
yet The all in prices feeds itself.

Compounding this i a liquidity crunch
amidst lnoming fears of a prodonged war
and potentially long-lasting ofl supply
disruption. Stock markets have fallen
sharply since the condlict began, and
‘when one part of a portfolie bleeds,

investors often sedl what is still in profit to
cover the damage. Gold, sitting on years
of gains, is an obwvious candidate.

“It ks a liquidiry issue. Other asser
classes have seen sharp falls, so you make
up for shortfalls there, cover lngses there
by booking some profits here,” Ma.
Chacko sakd.

15 the dollar now the haven gold used
to be?

To some extent, yes, at beast in the short
rum. There is a growing push o move
away from the dellar. Its share in global
forelgn exchange reserves has declined
from about 71% in the early 20005 o
under 60% in recent vears, as countries
diversify into other currendles and gold,
according to the LS. Federal Reserve. But
thar shift has limits, and the dollar still
dominates a third of all global trade
denominated in it.

It remains the currency countries need
when they buy oil or pay for imports. For
now, when a crisis hits, the world sill
reaches for dollars.

When oll, also priced in dolkars,
becomes more expensive, countries need
maore dodlars to pay for their imports,
driving up demand for the dollar.

“American dollar is the go-to currency
whenever there & a threat of inflatlon
caused by rising crude oil prices,” Mr. Das
sald “Gold has lost its appeal temporarily.
The emphasis i going back o the dollar™

But gold has not lost its shine yet.
Central banks that are among the largest
and most consistent buyers of gold have
not stopped accumulating it. Purchases
slowed modestly in 2025 compared o the
three vears prior, but remained well
abwwe historical averages, Ms. Chacke
sald. The World Gold Council's data for

GETTY MAGES.

February 2026 points to a strong rebound
In ceneral bank

After the LLS. and its Western allies
froze Russian financlal assets held in
Western hanks following the Ukraine
Imvagion, many governments pivoted to
concluding that financial assets alone
were insufficient as reserves.

Gold, which is a physical asset that
cannot be frozen or sanctioned, became
more atiTactive

Should ordinary investors be
worried?

Frice corrections of this kind are not
unusual, Mr. Das said. Gold has
experienced sharp pullbacks before,
Including after its peaks in 2011 and 2020,
anly to recover and move higher
evenrually.

In India, the picture is more nuanced.
Physical demand for jewellery has
softened as consumers adjust t higher
prices. But investment demand,
pmd.cu]slly through gold

exchange-traded funds (ETFs), has
remained resilient.

Gold ETF inflows in India were positive
for the tenth consecutive month in
February, according to World Gald
Council data, even as some investors
booked profits. Physical demand for gold
told & similar story. While February gold
Imparts were 38% lower than January,
they were still over 80% higher in volume
compared to the same month Lass vear.

“The underlying demand ts still there,”

Ms. Chacko. “When there has been a
correction and people see prices stabilise,
there ks often an immediate rush o by,
The sentiment appears to be quite
positive and bullish ™

‘What happens next then?

Much depends on how the West Asian
conflict unfolds. If ofl prices stabilise or
fall, inflation fears will be eased, rate hike
expectations will recede, and gold's
appeal as a non-nterest-bearing asset will
Iincrease again. If the conflict deepens and
ol climbs further, stagflation which is
prolonged slow growth combined with
high inflation, becomes a real concern,
which has historically also been good for

“Price correction Is & normal thing in
every market,” Mr. Das zald. “Gold will
certainly appreciate in the future. This is.a
temporary situation”

The short-term picture is volatile and
uncertain, and how far prices will move
remains anyone's guess. The bnger-term
forecast, analysts say, remains intact.

ying, ared analysts

viewing the fall 25 2 temperary

stuation with long-term
appreciation intact



Shifts in safe havens

Physical demand for gold jewellery has softened as consumers adjust to higher prices. But investment

demand, particularly through gold exchange-traded funds (ETFs), has remained resilient.

Gold stopped following the rules in 2022

Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, gold has kept climbing even as real yields have stayed
high, defying decades of precedent
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For 25 years, gold rose when the
dollar fell. Not anymore

A 25-year relationship that has held through wars,
crises and rate cycles
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® The dollar is still the world’s go-to currency in a crisis.
When oil prices spike, inflation fears prompt investors

to pull money away from gold to ensure liquidity. That
demand for liquidity has kept the dollar strong even as its
long-term dominance slowly erodes.




1) Main theme

1) H=2 fasg

» Gold prices have corrected after a strong rally, and the fall is mainly being linked to changing global
financial conditions rather than any one single reason.
T 1 BHIFdl B A3 9gd & d1¢ JER 31T 8, 3R I fiRrae q@aa: dfeads fa<dta uRkf@ifd & agama & gt
ATt 37 3t &, 9 f Bt ves dRuT |

» The article explains that gold is reacting to shifts in interest rate expectations, the strength of the
U.S. dollar, investor profit-booking, and changing risk sentiment.
o1 gaTaT & fas TT &1st &R 3rdansit, 3mMRet sTeR oI Hatggl, fAderd) f gaTwsayget 3ik agadt sifam-
$IRUTT & AR Ufdfehar 2 &2l

» Even though prices are falling in the short term, the broader safe-haven appeal of gold has not
completely disappeared.

HBTA | BiHd R @ &, {2 Wt 319 o1 JqRfera fAder are g 3meyor gt avg JHTd 78l 31 81



2) Why gold usually rises in a crisis

2) Hebe & THYA FHFT 3HGR R =) dedl &

» Gold is often treated as a safe-haven asset.
T BT 3R GRfgia fAder ufEafa a7 s 81

* Intimes of war, financial instability, inflation fears, or recession worries, many investors move money
into gold.
g, fadia 31feRdT, HEME &1 3MeicsT AT Hel & 2 & JHY He (HA2E 37941 & JA | a8

» Gold becomes attractive because it is a physical store of value and is not directly dependent on the
creditworthiness of a company or government.
T TfAY 3 Hd gdT & Wilfds I8 Hod &1 Wifdds 1sSR & 3R et dut a1 IReR 6 IRy iR e ik 78
EEEGIE

» Historically, gold has often gained during periods of uncertainty such as wars, banking stress, and

monetary instability.

efdgTfies U & THT g, o aqma 3k Hifge 3rfeRar st sifAfeda uRfRifaal & srRR Astgd g3 &l



3) Why gold prices are falling now
3) 3nit T B Hd =N R E &
(a) Higher interest rate expectations

(&) Jeit =St g2 3ndgmy

» Gold does not pay interest or dividend.
T &1st a1 fEfasds &t garl

« When markets expect central banks, especially the U.S. Federal Reserve, to keep interest rates high,
bonds and fixed-income assets become more attractive.
ST G15TR BY 77T & o Bl 9, fadhvemz smifidh e Rard, <mst &) 3t 1, a9 ai-s 3k fhars-gaaH
fAder 31feies aTRY® g9 1A &l

* As aresult, investors may shift away from gold toward interest-bearing assets.

URumHIaeY fAderes T 3 fAdbad: 15T 21 diet uRaafaa) &) 31k 31T 9ad 2

(b) Stronger U.S. dollar

(FN) AIgd AR 3ol
¢ Gold is internationally priced largely in U.S. dollars.
AR FIETR | [ BT Hod TR 3MREBT SieR § a g1 &1
 When the dollar becomes stronger, gold becomes more expensive for buyers using other currencies.
319 STeR AT &1dT &, a9 31T Hg13i B YiTaH 67 a1 TRIGRI & foTg T HE ugdr &1
* This weakens global demand and can push prices downward.

3T Afeads HiTT HHSIR USdt 8 3iR HIHdY R ga1d 3mdr 2|



(c) Profit-booking by investors

(ﬂ) fTa2repY gRT gAThTageit

Gold had risen sharply in recent years, especially after geopolitical tensions and global uncertainty.

g1 & as! ®, faevas? Y-sifde a-ma 3R dfeads srfAfedadr & drg, JET dsit 3 gar T
» After such a rally, many investors sell to lock in profits.
Ot A1 98d & 91g B8 fAderd an JRfeid B & Ay [dwmaret wd 2l

» This selling pressure can deepen the correction.

g faparet HHal A fiRae oY 31k 9a1 Tt 2|
(d) Liquidity pressure in markets

(1) 915TR | dReAdT1 gard
 Sometimes investors sell even safe assets like gold when they need cash to cover losses elsewhere.
%3¢ dR [AdeI® B 6l FTHd Uga R FA st JRfera uReufaar vt 99 ga & arfds wel 31k gu Jaam o
HRUTS R b |
* In such situations, gold may fall not because it has become weak fundamentally, but because

investors need liquidity.

Ot fRAfd & A1 e d U A BHSIR €1 & BRUT gl dfcds Adbal bl Aaddbdl &b BRUT TR JabdT 8|



4) Role of the U.S. dollar in gold pricing
4) T &t BiFd | 3MRG! sier B YfAdT

« The dollar remains the world’'s dominant reserve currency and trade currency.
SioR 319 Mt faea &1 U 3MRfera HaT 3ik &uTRe HgT 8|
« A strong dollar often pulls capital toward U.S. assets.
H3Tgd STelR 3R Uit &Y 3Rt uRufaat & 3k wfaar gl
« When U.S. yields are high and the dollar is strong, gold faces a double pressure:
S1g 3T g wfdher 3 & 3R sTek AoTgd &Y, a9 I WR GIERT gaTd 37TdT &:
+ investors prefer yield-generating assets
fAdere ufdwet 33 aret uRTUfFaT udiq Bed &
+ non-dollar buyers face higher costs
R-gTeR TR & fAQ emTd 98 =71t &
¢ Therefore, dollar strength and gold often move in opposite directions.

AT SR Bt HaTgat 3R T &Y Hivd 3rRR fausta faen & aadt &1

5) Why central bank expectations matter

5) Bl b HY e =i Hgaqul &
* Gold is very sensitive to expectations about future interest rates, not just current rates.
AT A TAH 15T & R F&l, dfcs Wiasa &Y &mst R srdensit R Wi 9gd ddgaeha gar 21
« If markets expect rate cuts, gold usually gets support because the opportunity cost of holding gold

falls.

IfE II5TR P <R Beldt Bt Irte & d A B IHefT fAerdr & w=iifds IAr 3@ &Y aIR-anTd e 3idt 21
« |If markets expect rates to stay high for longer, gold loses some shine.

IfE IR Y ot b &R oid THA dp St i, dt W &6 IHE $B HH & ATdl 2|
e Thus, gold is deeply connected to global monetary policy.

gAfeig JAT dfedes Hifges Aifd A TeTE A ST EIN &



6) Is physical demand still strong?

6) <RI ilfdes wiT 3 i FeTgd &2

* Physical jewellery demand can soften when prices become too high.
319 FHIHd g 3AfE & 3Tt 8, a9 3muolt &t Wifdes AT BHSIR U8 Jhdt 21

» Consumers often postpone purchases when they think gold has become too expensive.
59 IDerTs Y o & 3 HiA1 aga mem € e 2, dt @ 3 o & B

» However, investment demand through institutional routes, funds, and central banks may still remain
resilient.
= vt TzemTa fAder, wed 3k dgla dat & mreaw & fAder AT 941 I Tt &

s So, physical demand and investment demand do not always move in the same way.

gafere vifdes /i 3R fAder wim gden ves St faen A 78} gordl|

7) Safe haven, but not always rising

7) QRfera uRREafd, afdea gden 7g agdt
* A common misconception is that gold always rises during uncertainty.
Udh AT TadBeH! I 2 b 3ifAfedadt & awa =1 gAen dedr 21
» Inreality, gold can also fall during crises if:
g # Tdbe b IHA Wl FAT iR JobaT 2, afe:
» the dollar becomes very strong

STeRR 9gd HaTgd & ST
» investors urgently need liquidity
firdrereBt &Y e Apel TRy
* bond yields rise sharply
g1 Ufdhd dsil & 9¢ 3
» Therefore, gold is a safe haven over the long run, but its short-term price movement can still be

volatile.

IfeE T bt H IRfeia uREufd 8, A Icadhial § 3! BHIAd B! IdR-TUSTd Tl &1 Jdbdl &



8) Historical background of gold as an asset

8) ufdufd & ®U & 1A &t Bfdeifds geofA
¢ Gold has been used for centuries as a store of value, ornament, and symbol of wealth.
[T A | Hoa-TUg, 3MuUT 3R Jufd & Ui B ST & IUNT a1 31 &1
« For along time, many monetary systems were linked to gold directly or indirectly.
oI THY A 3E Hifgd YOfEAT el a1 wRigl B9 3 I J 3t off|
e Even after the end of the classical gold standard, gold retained importance in central bank reserves
and investor psychology.
URURS Tieg T8 & THTW &1 & g1 HT FHT Bt des WeR 3R fAdermt &t Arfiidsar A Agcaquf &= &l
¢ During inflationary periods and geopolitical shocks, gold has repeatedly returned to prominence.

HEMS 3R Y -STidd STedh! &b THY TAHT gR-GR AEAYU] 4dR IR 2|

9) Economic significance

9) arfefds Hgcd

« Gold is not only a commodity but also a financial asset.
T Fae o a3 g, dfcs e fa<dta uReufa Wt &1

» |ts price reflects inflation expectations, currency strength, interest rates, and global risk appetite.
Sh! B HEME IAEIT3N, HgT bl Hatgdl, =151 g3 3R dfedas sifaH-Sgrm & garfdt 81

* For countries like India, gold also has a large cultural and household savings dimension.
YRA 317 et B A1 BT TPl 3R TR gad & 3T 98T HEd M &

« High gold prices affect jewellery demand, imports, trade balance, and household buying behaviour.




11) Will gold recover again?

11) &1 I iR & THeT bl 22

Gold can recover if interest rate expectations soften.

IfS ATST &2 3A&MT A St &, af TAT bz Tt TbaT 2l

It can also gain if geopolitical tensions rise again.

S -1STifdds a-ra fosR a1 &, dh it TR &Y aefq fie Jawdr g1
A weaker dollar would also help gold.

BHSR STelR Wt A & AT Jgrrs gl

Continued central bank buying and long-term demand for diversification may keep the broader bullish
case alive.

FHala bt B TR TR 3R fafaefesor bt Sefepiforas 7T A & &l A @TUP S B g41¢ 7 Jbdl 2l
Thus, the present fall may be a correction rather than a permanent reversal.

Hd: A fR1ae 2R Idaeh T, afcdhs T JER Wt g1 Jabdt 21

12) Analytical conclusion

12) faeauuneds fAspy

Gold is falling mainly because high interest rate expectations, a stronger dollar, and profit-booking
are outweighing its safe-haven appeal in the short run.

1 =1 3T TR 38T & wiifds et <1s1 &R AT, Heiqd STeR 3R GAThTagel 3eadbTa B 39db JRfgd
fAder 3MEYur R W U 3R B

But the long-term case for gold remains connected to inflation hedging, crisis protection, reserve
diversification, and investor psychology.

fobq efepTer A T BT AE 3 Wt TS A JRa, Tepe-3a, [Erd fafdeinor ik fAders mafaam & a1
g3 &l
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Ex-rapper Balen Shah, 35, to take oath as Nepal PM today

Vishant.Agarwala
@timesofindia.com

is set to take oath as Ne-
pal’s prime minister on
Friday, coinciding with Ram
Navami as observed in the Hi-
malayan country. It would put
one of the world’s youngest
PMs in office and mark a dra-
matic rise for the rapper-tur-
ned-politician who forged his
political career taking on
Singha Durbar, the Himalay-
annation’s seat of power.
Shah, the former Kathma-
ndumayor whorepeatedly cla-
shed with Singha Durbar and
cast it as the symbol of the ci-
ty’s political frustrations, is
settogovern from the same co-
mplex. It'sastrikingturnfora
politician who built his profile
by accusing the federal estab-

Balendra “Balen” Shah, 35,

PRIME MINISTERS BY AGE OF 40
William Pitt the Younger UK 24.6 (1783)
Sebastian Kurz* Austria 313 (2017)
Waldemar Pawlak Poland 32.8 (1992)
Sanna Marin Finland 34.1(2019)
Oleksiy Honcharuk Ukraine 35.2 (2019)
Benazir Bhutto Pakistan 35.5 (1988)
Zhan Videnov Bulgaria 359 (1995)
Philip Dimitrov Bulgaria 36.6 (1991)
Kristrun Frostadottir Iceland 36.6 (2024)
Chris Watson Australia 371 (1904)
Jacinda Ardern New Zealand 373 (2017)
Simon Harris# Ireland 375 (2024)
Paetongtarn Shinawatra Thailand 38 (2024)
Juri Ratas Estonia 384 (2016)
Leo Varadkar# Ireland 384 (2017)
Sergey Stanishev Bulgaria 39.3 (2005)
Joseph Clark Canada 40 (1979)

lishment of obstructing Kath-
mandu’sright to governitself.

Few episodes captured the
conflict as starkly as Shah’s
Sept 2023 post after police stop-
ped a Kathmandu Metropoli-
tan City (KMC) vehicle carry-
ing his wife on a public holi-
day. Shah wrote: “...if any of
our KMC vehicles are stopped
by the govt (in future), I will set
Singha Durbar on fire.” He la-
ter deleted the post, but the re-
mark captured the confronta-
tional style that made him a
national figure. In Sept 2025,
when Singha Durbar was in-
deed set onfire during the Gen
Zuprising, the KP Sharma Oli
govt accused KMC of not sen-
dingfirefightersontime. Shah
rejected the charge.

But his confrontations ha-
ve extended beyond Singha

* Chancellor, equivalent to PM, # Taoiseach, equivalent to PM Durbar. Dur]'ng the ‘i‘&djpur-

ush” row in June 2023 —adial-
ogue in the film refers to Sita
as the “daughter of India”, a
reference many in Nepal prot-
ested as they believe Sita was
born in that country’s Janak-
pur — Shah banned the scree-
ning of Indian films in Kath-
mandu and refused to comply
with a court order. That defi-
ance strengthened his image
among supporters, while cri-
tics saw in it the same impulsi-
veness that could becomealia-
bility in higher office.

That is why Shah’s move to
thefederal complex ismoreth-
anapolitical promotion. “Ulti-
mately; his real test will not be
in his decisions, but in his per-
spective... Will he weaken in-
stitutions in the charm of po-
pularity; or strengthen institu-
tions to make his popularity
enduring?” a columnist wrote.
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Word of the day

Clandestine:

conducted with or marked by hidden aims or
methods

Synonyms: secret, covert, private

Usage: They held a clandestine meeting late
at night.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/clandestine

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kleendestin/

Word of the day

Beatific:
experiencing or bestowing celestial joy

Sy NONYMS: serene, cheerful, ecstatic

Usa g€ She gave a beatific smile after hearing
the good news.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/beatific

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bi:stifik/

e




Thank you ©




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55: Thank you 

