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• “I travel not to go anywhere, but to go. I 
travel for travel's sake. The great affair is to 
move.”















Aspect Details

Funding Model
Released in two instalments — 70% 
upfront and 30% after progress 
verification.

Implementation Support
Gyan Bharatam provides guidance, 
framework, and budgetary allocation.

Conditions for 2nd Instalment
Submission of progress reports, 
utilisation certificates (UCs), and 
financial audit documents.

Monitoring
Periodic reports, milestones, and 
quality verification required.



Aspect Details

Initiative By Union Ministry of Culture, Government of India

Mission Name Gyan Bharatam Mission on Manuscripts

Objective
To identify, document, conserve, digitise, preserve, and promote India’s vast manuscript 

heritage.

Launch Context Announced during the Union Budget 2024–25.

Implementation Mechanism
20 institutes to sign MoUs for conservation, upkeep, and digitisation of manuscripts. Additional 30 

institutes to join soon.

Institutions Involved
Asiatic Society (Kolkata), University of Kashmir, Hindi Sahitya Sammelan (Prayagraj), Government 

Oriental Manuscript Library (Chennai), etc.

Structure / Categorisation
- Cluster Centres: Execute manuscript-related activities and coordinate with up to 20 partner 

centres. - Independent Centres: Execute tasks related only to their own collection.

Digital Platform National Digital Repository (NDR) — to share India’s manuscript heritage worldwide.

Core Activities
Survey & cataloguing, conservation, capacity building, technology & digitisation, linguistics & 

translation, research, publication, and outreach.

Institutional Mechanism Each centre to form a dedicated Gyan Bharatam Cell for coordination and communication.

Funding Pattern
- Released in phased instalments. - First instalment (70%): upon annual budget approval. -

Second instalment (30%): after submission of progress reports, UCs, and financial verification.

Monitoring & Support
Mission to provide framework, guidance, and budgetary allocations with periodic review of plans, 

milestones, and quality checks.

Overall Vision
To create a national network of manuscript centres and a digital repository to preserve and 

promote India’s cultural heritage globally.









Agency / Institution Responsibility

Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation (CDSCO)

Approves new drugs; oversees 
manufacturing & marketing 
authorisation.

Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS)

Implements drug safety policies.

State Drug Control Offices
Enforce quality standards and 
inspect small/medium 
manufacturers.





Region / Law Feature

EU (Paediatric Use Marketing 
Authorisation)

Mandatory child-specific 
testing before approval.

US (Best Pharmaceuticals for 
Children Act)

Tax & patent incentives for 
paediatric trials.

WHO “Essential Medicines for 
Children” List (EMLc)

Promotes affordability & safety 
of child-tested drugs.









Feature Details

Name Children’s Booker Prize

Debut Year 2027

Prize Money £50,000 (≈ ₹67 lakh)

Funded By
AKO Foundation – an arts, environment & education 
charity

Languages Eligible English or Translated Fiction

Publication Region Must be published in the U.K. or Ireland

Target Age Group Children aged 8 to 12 years

Jury Composition
Combination of children and adults, chaired by Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce (current U.K. Children’s Laureate)



Award Established Focus / Eligibility

Booker Prize 1969

English-language fiction; has launched 
careers of writers like Salman Rushdie, 
Margaret Atwood, Arundhati Roy, 
Hilary Mantel, Ian McEwan, etc.

International Booker Prize 2005

Initially for lifetime achievement; since 
2016 — awarded for a single work of 
translated fiction, with prize shared 
between author and translator.

Children’s Booker Prize 2027 (announced 2025)
First time recognising fiction for children
aged 8–12.



Cyclone Montha Set 
to Intensify Over Bay 
of Bengal, IMD 
Issues Orange Alert 
for Tamil Nadu



A new cyclonic system forming 
over the southeast Bay of 

Bengal is expected to develop 
into Cyclone Montha early next 

week, the Indian 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) confirmed on Friday. 

With the system gaining 
strength, the IMD has issued an 
Orange Alert for several Tamil 
Nadu districts, warning of very 

heavy to extremely heavy 
rainfall beginning October 27.



Cyclone Dates (IMD)
Basin / Affected area 
(short)

Name given by

Shakhti 1–7 Oct 2025
Arabian Sea; offshore 
impacts near western 
India and Oman

Sri Lanka (from the 
WMO/ESCAP list) 
(Wikipedia)

Remal 24–28 May 2024
Bay of Bengal; 
Sundarbans (WB, India)
& Bangladesh

Oman (“Remal” = sand) 
(Wikipedia)

Michaung 1–6 Dec 2023

Bay of Bengal; Tamil 
Nadu–Andhra Pradesh 
coasts (India), 
Bangladesh

Myanmar (pronounced 
Migjaum) (Wikipedia)

Midhili 15–18 Nov 2023
Bay of Bengal; 
Bangladesh & NE India

Maldives (Wikipedia)

Hamoon 21–25 Oct 2023
Bay of Bengal; 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
NE India

Iran (Persian word for 
desert lakes) (Wikipedia)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_North_Indian_Ocean_cyclone_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Remal?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Michaung?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Midhili?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Hamoon?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Cyclone Name Naming Country Area Affected Dates

Fengal Saudi Arabia
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, 
Sri Lanka

Nov 25-27, 2024

Expected Severe India Odisha, West Bengal Oct 24-25, 2024

Madhya Pradesh Storm Bangladesh Madhya Pradesh Aug 25-Sep 3, 2024

Biparjoy Bangladesh
Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Pakistan

Jun 6-19, 2023

Mocha Yemen
Myanmar, Bangladesh, 
Andaman Sea

May 6-15, 2023



What Are Carbide Guns? The Diwali Toy 
Behind Over 300 Eye Injuries in Madhya 
Pradesh







A dangerous new Diwali trend 
in Madhya Pradesh has left 

more than 300 children injured, 
with several losing their 

eyesight, after playing with 
devices known as “carbide 

guns.”

These makeshift “toys,” 
resembling harmless 

firecrackers, are in fact 
hazardous chemical explosives 
now banned across the state.



The resulting blast mimics the sound of a firecracker but also propels shrapnel-like fragments of 
plastic or metal that can cause devastating injuries to nearby users. Despite their crude design, 
these devices are extremely dangerous due to the uncontrolled chemical reaction they create.

A carbide gun is typically constructed from a PVC or metal pipe fitted with a small chamber for 
calcium carbide. When water is added, it reacts to release acetylene gas, which, upon ignition, 

explodes with significant force.

How Carbide Guns Work



Advertising Legend 
Piyush Pandey, 
Creator of “Abki Baar 
Modi Sarkar”, Fevicol 
and Cadbury Ads, 
Passes Away at 70





• Piyush Pandey, one of India’s most celebrated 
advertising minds and a transformative figure in the 
creative industry, passed away on Thursday at the age of 
70. Known for his deep understanding of Indian culture 
and his ability to connect emotion with commerce, 
Pandey’s work reshaped the country’s advertising 
narrative over four decades.
• The Creative Force Behind India’s Most Memorable 
Ads
• As the driving force at Ogilvy India, Pandey was 
responsible for crafting some of the most beloved 
campaigns in Indian advertising history. His creations, such 
as Cadbury’s “Kuch Khaas Hai” and Fevicol’s humorous, 
memorable ads, transcended marketing—they became 
cultural symbols. His relatable storytelling and focus on 
everyday Indian life brought authenticity to brands, 
replacing elitist tones with heartwarming narratives 
rooted in the vernacular.



2 Million Deaths in India Linked to Air 
Pollution in 2023: State of Global Air 
(SoGA) 2025 Report



The report reveals that nearly nine in ten of these deaths were caused 
by non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as heart disease, lung 

cancer, diabetes, and dementia — highlighting air pollution’s silent but 
deadly grip on India’s health landscape.

The figure marks a 43 per cent increase from 1.4 million deaths in 
2000, underlining a worsening national crisis. 

India recorded a shocking two million deaths due to air pollution-
related diseases in 2023, according to the State of Global Air (SoGA) 

2025 report jointly published by the Health Effects Institute (HEI) and 
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), USA.



• Rising Disease Burden and Mortality
• The SoGA 2025 report finds India’s air pollution death rate to be over ten times higher 
than that of high-income nations, standing at 186 deaths per 100,000 people compared to 
just 17 in wealthier countries. 

• States such as Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Bihar, and West Bengal recorded 
over 100,000 deaths each. 

• Approximately 89 per cent of air pollution-related deaths were linked to NCDs, indicating 
a shift in the country’s disease profile from infectious to chronic conditions.



• Air Pollution and Non-Communicable Diseases
• The report attributes seven in ten chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) deaths, one in three lung cancer deaths, one in four 
heart disease deaths, and one in five diabetes deaths in India to air 
pollution.

• Overall, two-thirds of COPD deaths are caused by exposure to 
polluted air. Among adults over 60 years, 95 per cent of air pollution-
related deaths globally stem from NCDs, underscoring the grave risk 
for India’s ageing population. 

• While deaths from household air pollution have declined, fatalities 
linked to ambient PM2.5 and ozone have risen sharply.



United Nations Day 
2025



• The world marks United Nations (UN) Day on 24th October 
2025, celebrating 80 years since the UN was established in 1945. 
The day commemorates the entry into force of the UN Charter, 
officially bringing the United Nations into being.













The Sevilla Forum 
Launched to Tackle 
Global Debt Crisis



The Forum, led by Spain and supported by UNCTAD and the United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), aims to create a permanent, inclusive platform for 

dialogue and coordinated action on sovereign debt challenges.

About the Sevilla Forum

At the 16th United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD16) held in 
Geneva, a new global initiative, the Sevilla Forum on Debt, was launched.



• It marks one of the first tangible outcomes of the Fourth 
International Conference on Financing for Development 
(FfD4) and is part of the broader Sevilla Platform for Action, which 
operationalizes the Sevilla Commitment.

• The Sevilla Commitment lays down a roadmap for 
strengthening development financing and ensuring debt 
sustainability in developing economies.







Public debt of India

India’s public debt-to-GDP ratio 
has barely increased from 81% 
in 2005-06 to 84% in 2021-22, 
and is back to 81% in 2022-23.

As per the Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management 

(FRBM) Act 2003, the general 
government debt was supposed 
to be brought down to 60% of 

GDP by 2024-25.

The IMF states that India’s 
general government debt, 

including the Centre and States, 
could be 100% of GDP under 

adverse circumstances by fiscal 
2028.

It has projected the ratio 
at 82.4% for 2024-25.



The UN’s Early 
Warnings for All 
(EW4All) Initiative



• The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) at its Extraordinary 
Congress in Geneva, rallied its 193 Member States to commit to 
universal early warning coverage by 2027 under the UN’s Early 
Warnings for All (EW4All) initiative.

• An Early Warning System (EWS) is an integrated approach that 
combines hazard monitoring, forecasting, disaster risk 
assessment, communication, and preparedness to enable timely 
action for saving lives, livelihoods, and assets at risk.​









Thank you ☺


