Daily Current Affairs

=
1d’: Tru -

PAISE Cat PV & Domercous ek [
otacr. v i Do o bt b &

ot
i wase

o wqc«nn-—quu}p-nnun--(u psoye w o wrk b

et o A Sol oossy cena e bl 2 e o o
‘umu&nﬁdi)mmum ¢ 3> merefon o4 goe 2w 03 ofmef 25

zoﬁnrwalzm Yt 7 Bz ol [vivy wra w3 i

-~
D o o ot A e s ] e i & O e

\\\TheIndwm EXPRESS

ANALESM OF COURADE

AL e T 0 ey .

. S A 3T

Modatreetriend  Hetinksdg i€sa new
Aupter now tiex Mo

IGuod Mommgl dmmenca

Souinyg [veic ome inAnene Sl
nl ks 2 NewDeRinodey

Bowne b

WSErmnder rail NIA
Jucts scarches in T

THE

S STTAAN < ThelndianEXPRESS ~ FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HINDU



PIB, PRS & Other

The Hindu : 6 ‘
U h newspaper

R

— @, .
The Indian h ‘ Jansatta
Express

1

Financial
Express



* A student with purpose studies differently from a student
with pressure only.



UMANG 360

CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE

& UMANG 360 MAGAZINE — SGMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS IN ONE PLACE
& COVERS MARCH 2026 TO APRIL 2027 MONTH-WISE

& INCLUDES MCQS, GOVERNMENT SCHEMES & KEY UPDATES

& EASY, CONCISE & PERFECT FOR QUICK REVISION

& SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR UPSC, SSC, STATE PCS & ALL
COMPETITIVE EXAMS

& AVAILABLE IN E- PDF ( DOWNLOADABLE & PRINTABLE)

12> Class24




&« > C M %5 class24.study/courses/current-affairs-and-gk/umang-360-current-affairs-magazine-2026 bA¢ ®©® O3 | B3 &

-0

Partner with

C|03324 }\ Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse ¥ Blog Live Test Scholarship Test Test Series ¥  About us n

HOME / COURSES /| CURRENT AFFAIRS AND GK / UMANG 360 CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE 2026

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
analysis. Ideal for SSC, UPSC, RRB & other exams preparation.

UMANG 360 - €

CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE e ij
2 . -

UMANG 360 MAGAZINE — COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS IN ONE PLACE
. 5 5 COVERS MARCH 2026 TO APRIL 2027 MONTH-WISE
LIVE @ Class24: Team (© Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir % % % % (4.8) P :
@ EASY, CONCISE & PERFECT FOR QUICK REVISION

& SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR UPSC, SSC, STATE PCS & ALL
COMPETITIVE EXAMS

!’ . . & AVAILABLE IN E- PDF ( DOWNLOADABLE & PRINTABLE)
e Overview { Videos ’ { Test ’ D €> Class24

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27

¥

=}
=S CBIUmang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 is made very simple and easy to understand in a user-friendly and simple format for by Bhunesh Sir
o ompetitive exam aspirants. It includes all the important current affairs between the period of March 2026 and April 2027; Current
290 ¥149

Affairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
related MCQs. The information is articulated in a clear and tight manner, making it straightforward and quick to revamp. The

~ magazine saves you time and boosts preparation by bringing everything together and helping you prepare effectively. Umang 360 is
a good choice to help you succeed in the exams, should you need a reliable and effective source of current affairs. It is available in

e-PDF format for easy access anytime, anywhere. (J Have a Coupon Code?

Get success in your hand. Start study anytime -

anywhere. Relative T

The journey becomes simple and enjoyable when you start taking interest in it. And

Class24 Support
Science Special 100 Test By ¢  -ass2®@ Hi, how can we helj

through our app "Class24", we will be your trusted partners in developing that

interest.

GETITON # Download on the




* ® O | & = &

@ 11 Unique Nonprof... @ 11Excellent Exam... @ The Top 13 Nonpr... » | [ All Bookmarks

Qa @ &

<« - C M 25 play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.examresults&hl=en

&) @ Awards and Honou... @ 15 Amazing Facts... @ 20 Best Nonprofit.. @ Acumen | Partners -

' Google Play Games Apps Books Kids

Class24: Govt Exam Prep App

22.1K reviews Downloads
Install on more devices « Share

L0 This app is not available for your device

%6 410Y QS Y WOL4Q

~ DAILY KNOWLEDGE QuIZ Q@ IARC
S Indulge!“' . v ; . O 3+ Rated for 3+
Uplift Your Career! Z@; Daliy Uz, videss aind Precisely.. .y Customize Settings ..3’
i ' i As per your choice...
With our through Govt. PDFs for NEET, CUET an Save content for offline pery I y Apede qu Learn more
Exam Prep! all Govt. Exams access s
Hello Puran They ;y 00 3
b @
} Y- > App support v
(NSeratAvdrmes Ut » £/ Gamamt Amarts &
® Maths ] tauiz
e . More apps to try -
oo start quiz e
i & Microsoft Outlook




THURSDAY
2025

Vol. 4 « No. 150
June 25,
ENTERNATIONAL
EDITION = To subseribe.
1= Pages S E > 2 missed call a
Se2s331787
. > 2 or scan QR code

Passport not a
citizenship
document:
MEA official

entrepreneurs

in Afghanistan
Inaccessible workplaces
Jorce women to innovate

oisTRICTS CUT OFF
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floods leave one dead

cruciaL conTEsT
Stuttering India faces
the Bangladesh test
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soon, says IAEA chief
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Five Kkilled as warehouse collapses in Kolkata

At least 18 workers are feared trapped under the
debris after the structure under construction falls

XOLEATA

sve workers were
Al smd  severst

The Indian Army joined
the rescue operation., mo-
bilsing four columns from
the Eastern Command.

Late in the evening. the
police detained three peo-

injured as a ware-
house under
collapsed in the Taratala

Srea of Kolkata, West Ben:

VAN fran It cirects Me. Tramp
o from

hostiities with tran unless
Corgress authorizes mi
Bction. It puts both chambers.
of Congress on record against
e confict. % PAGE 14

NEW DELEE
Twenty Central Reserve Police
harve

been transferred and 2
Inspector General (DIG] rark
officer has been suspended,
allegecty becase they or their

Adrinistration] Act, 2026 The
legislation came 1o eflect on
AprE 9. % PAGE 4

Congress chief
slams Pradhan
for ‘terrorist jibe

NEW DELHI
Congress president Makkarjun
Krarge on Wednesday it out
&t Union Education Mnister
ra Pracihan for his
reporiad eevrortt® remmark
against protesting students. in
a TV interview, Mr. Pradhan
said Opposition leader Rabud
Gancihi was trying to “spread

NEW DELHI

Tand Erab i Mahvalos are e
e

At least 1S workers are
feared to be trapped undes
the debeis. The accident
occurred  shortly  after
noon when the multi-sto-
rey warehouse being con-
structed by a private oper-
ator on_ 6,689 square
metres collapsed.

According to people
present at the site. 50 1o 60
people were at work when
the structure came down_

=

debris = crvene out for help.

e made to
dri  Tvote threough the de.
bris and reach out to the
wrapped workers, and ox)
gen and food were m
available.

ple for
The warehouse was be-

visited the accident site
with  his col-
leagues, said that rescue
personnel had established
comtact with those trapped
under the debrss.

of activities
He Eaia fve agencies, in-

cluding the Indian Army
ter Res-
ponse Force, had been

Pressed ineo acion. Al
the agencies are working
sasd.

um SMPA, Sambhunath

iing fall: Secue personnel 3t

Behera, had submitted a
i lan in January

which was found faulty by
ata l\lunl:ipul Coxp-o-

ration (KMC)

ter an initial

Police detain three for questioning; Bengal CM
orders audit of construction sites under KMC

conducted by July 3L
Spe: the State
cretariat. the Chiel Mints-
te lauded the efforts of lo-
people

=
Crushi >t work near the collapsed building at Taratala in Kolksea on
Wednesday. It is sawd that SO 10 60 people were M work when the STUCTUrE Came down. P11

the accident

Sanjoy Kumar Mukher
public relations officer

af the SMPA. said hat afier

the accident, cranes we

o the site for

The Chief Minister direct-
ed suspension of all under-
&

cal ta
Police saying
that ties could 1
been higher had they not
rescued

™
the KMC area tll an audit is

people immedistely after

rescue and debris clea-
rance. He said gas cutter
sets, the port’s fire brig:

units, and ambulance with

a medical team

tion and securiey, Mr. Muk-
herjee said

The Chief Minister, who
visited State-run SSKAM hos-
pital later in the evening,
said that be would an-

hired by a labour contrac-
tor from Béhar.

Control roo:

Minister for Municipal Af-
s Agnimitra Paul and

Kolkata Municipal Corpo-

cue operations. The State
government has opened a
control room where peo-
ple can reach out at
B6979SI070, 033 22143526

The land lessee had submitted a building plan
that was found faulty by engineers of the KMC

and 033 22535185 in con-
nectson with the accident.

wernment for the accident
at Tarataks.

@BjPaBengal
leaders also dare to speak
about the INNUMERABLE
disasters and gowernance
failures  in  @BJP4India
ruled states? Or no, even in
moments of ragedy, their
ONLY  priority _remains
shameless  politicisal

and  desperate
Eames. For some people,
public suffering is never a

media quoting Ms. Moitra.
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Crumple zone
750 5E

Iran invites
PM Modi to
Khamenei's
funeral event

NEW DELHI

Iran's President Masso

Pezeshkian has  invited

Primne Minister Narendra
o travel to Tehran w

sassinated in a joint Israel-
U.S. attack on February 28,
diplomatic sources have
told The Hindu.

Odficials in the Ministry
of External Affairs did not
Clarify whether Mr. Modi

would rravel for the fimeral
which will held bes-
ween July 3 ands.

FULL REPORT OM
- a

led by
Samieson Greer ond i team in New Dot on Wedneedey. A

‘Progress’ made in
talks over US. trade
agreement: Centre

tually beneficial India-u.s.
A and to finalise an inte-
rl.n: de;ﬂ in line with the

NEW DELHI
US. Tz
[ Jamieson Greer

muliple
=

Beijing says ready to work with New Delhi
to enhance mutual trust and dispel doubts

DE

Mahakat Temple. » PAGE 5
Chinais le:nty to work with
India side side 1o en-
hance —lnl.ll\.\.ll trust and
After HC order. dispel doubts”. the
BIP of chm.n
" th Ministry of Po:elgn Affair:

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Ninetesn BJP councillors in the
Thinsvananthapuram
Corporation retook their aath
of office in the name of God on
Wednesday, hours after the
Kerala tigh Court

a day after Chinese Po.e'gu

ax xpressed wil-
lingness to take the rela-
tions forward.

“China stands ready to
work with India to imple-

their eadier outh-caking for not
confoeming o the form:
premribed onder e The

had

com-
un ndings
reached by the leaders of
the two countries, continu-

Prime Minister Nacendra Modi with Chinese Foreign

Reset
Merister Wang Yi in New Delhi. P

issues. deepen murually

oath, imvoking Hindu derties
and leaders. » PAGE 3

cae
d

ual

maintain the positive mo-
ptum of Ch dia re-

ou: mut
trust and dispel doubts,
perty handle

»

lations, and jointly ad-
vance respective
modernisation processes,”
said Lin Jian, spokesperson

of the Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry, on Wedne:
Ear’

with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Foreign Minister

Wang Vi had said, “China
and India, as the two lar-

“China w

ments of the nterim trade
agreement as well as the
broader Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA), the Un-
koo Conmmatce Miniatey
said on Wednes,

M= Grser :\nd e, Goyal

joini of Febru-
.\1)'7 2026." the statement

Bou- sides noted sub-
stantial progress by nego-
teams in recent
months and welcomed the

succes-
sive technical and ministe-
riallevel engagements,” it

“Discussions  fo-
cused on pathways to con-
clude an interim agree-

milestone toward a com-

Al
support India in n.:mlmg
its responsibilities as the
BRICS rotating chair and

sve review” of the core
BTA

A
In the meetings. both
sides. iy com-

enhanced market access,
digital trade. supply chain
of

Eirirent v an amseement
that is balanced, commer-

work with India to pro-
mote n
BRICS coope © sasd
Ambassador Mr. Xu. He

Wang had ex-

gest

sonia “play an exemplary

in promoting solidari-

ly il el redianee among
Global South countries™.

work with India ~to imple-
ment the impon.ml con-
reac be

sensus hed between
the the two
countries”.

Mr. Wang's meeting with
M. Modi took place scon

i to a Chinese
readout of Tuesday's meet-
ing the Prime Biinisser

after the visiting
who in the

BRICS Natsonal
Ady:

here on June 2223,
on Mr. Modi on

XA Jinping et
Premier Li Qiang ex-
pre: upport for coop-
Srarion under the umbrela
of BRICS.

nomn-tariff barriess, and ex-

cially and that
dﬁllvem “tangible \)&nﬂkﬂs

panded in
strategic secto wroelcere, \dmmnecs n
A Statement | I-vy the 3 both the countries

nistry

ing any deadlines for either
agreemens
The India-U. (BT e

ing significance o s
dia-u mic partner-
ship ik evolving

2025 and was to have been
[

wrade ot sides
reiterated their shared
of bilateral

od

October that year. The fra-
mework for the interim
deal v..u sAgned in Febru-
ary this

. The Visit marked a key
step in ongoing effor
advance a balanced,

trade. fostering innova-
and building resilient.
trusted snppl) chains,” the
statement

GOVAL TO VISITULK.
» PAGE 12
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Bittu appears before panel,
apologises for ‘casteist’ remarks

Unbon Minister Raviest Singh Birm oo

Trouble mounts for Mann over video row

osition in

jab demand immediate resi;

of the Chief Minister after Haryana Police register FIR over ‘fabricated” forensic reports on

‘objectionable’ video; ruling AAP, Mann deny allegations, accuses Opposition of misleading people in the name of religion ahead of Assembly polls

The Hinda Buresn
CHANDICARHDELHI
CURLIGRA

ithon parties in

Bhagwant Mann amid the
comzoversy sulmuru!lng
an

appeared before e Punjab State Scize
Commis:

sdon and submitie

duled
3 writren

 for making alleged casteist remarks

during 3 heated

il peolice i Dluri
commission

in Sangrur district in May The

o
had asked the Union

rion Minister

0 appear it

o present his side of the matter. He lad Esiled to

APPEAT 0N TW PTEVIOUS CoCasions.

. Appearing

Defiore te panel an Wednesday, Mr. B gave a
detailed account of the May 26 incident and ssated
theat being 3 Minister, e should not lve uttered
such words. e

Speaker Narwekar apologises
for ‘incorrect” spoken Marathi

Maharashira Assembly Speaker Ralml Narwekar
an Wednesday expressed regret o invcorrsctly
wihil

uttering certain words

reading
reforences in the House on the fu-g(da)'oﬂ]

Monscon

Marwekar said the

Session. Mr_
inadverlent ersor was caiised by technical issuas

and an unclear prised

copy of the speech, and

st e hiael B iBtention of BUrting anyone's
sentiments. Maharashira Navnirman Sena
president R Thackeray on Tucsday lambasted

re
O e iere Mkt ot S st Aba

Bhosle ir

ding

purpartediy showen
in an actthar hart
timents.
Tuesday, Haryana
tered an FIR av-
er allegatians that forendle
cyber analysis reports
B S e
nister o exomerate Ilhn:d.[
were Cabeicated and arress-
rsons for alleged-
ly conspiring 1o prepare
thse reports.
The ruling Aam Asdmi
Party (AAP) and the Chiel
Minister have denied the al
Legations and said the Op-

i
n-

position was  miskeading
Penple i the name of reh
giar ing ko pesty

politics ahesd
Coming Assermbly eloctian,
ann earlier denied

that e person in the video
was him and dismissed the
cli as “fake™.

Opposition parties, in
cluding the Blearativa Jana-

s, and the Shiromani
Akals Dal (SAD) demanded
Mr  Manns  immediate

Purgals Chief Winister Bhaguar ann eeaking ot 2 Sarpanch
Milni’ programme in Bathinda an Wednesday.

.
Sealor leader and form-
er Punjab BJP president Su-
et it pesslase s
video is ot a political issue
cme connected o rel
gious sentiments. ~This is

Sri Akal Takht Sahib,” M.
Jakhas saic

BIP leader and Delbi ME
mister Manjinder Singh Sir-
X alleged that some Pun:

rbped In and 210 Lakh was

paid 1o produce the farged
reparts, which e said gave
2 “clean o M. Man
Fre Sl questoned e
lence” of AAP national con-
wener Arvind Kejriwal oo
thse mattes.
manding  that  the
Punjab pelice register
case and arress Mr. Mann,
Mr. Sirsa secused the Chief
Minkster of Ins‘\lllllg Sikls
and the Talkcha
Haryana BJP president
archana Gupts s4id the vi-
ral video “showed M

Case file

= 0 Dctsbor IS, 3 wisin
12 s

et wirad

Gurigram in the case,

akali lesders ssid the
matrer shoukd be hancded
over 1o the Central Bureau
oF ;

i am ot that huet Sich

rlirmed ms authenic By o
Forenze: labor,

=om

o 18, AAF cad Tarans

ECBI for a

igared.” seniar Abali Leader
Mahezhinder Singh Grew:
=

Demanding the registra-
tion of an FIR agsinss the

ks pder fhe
new sacrilege Low, the Con-
gress said all e Shar

rying to
would be remeoved if an FIR

Iabarateries foumd no mach
betmenn b person in the vikdea
s Mr Mane,

Mann indulging in a6 act of
respect owards Sikl gu-

country

will never uis acr.
~Orchestrating a fake fo-

rensic repart to diseredit a

genuine video is a criminal
afence. Punjal tried
o secure a favourable re-
port to shield Bhagwant
Mann, bt the Haryams go-
wvernment and  Gur

the FIR and arrests made in

was in Guro
- BAE. Marar TSE pre-
Snt himasll before the
Akal Takhe amd seek fos-

pess,” State Corgress
commares president Amma-
rinder Singh Raja Warring

The Akal Takla, the
highest Sikh temporal seat,
mesmmwhile, has usked Ha
10 “investigate
the marter with compiete
seriousness and expose ev-
ery individual mvalved in
sis conspiracy and etsure
strict  punishment  for
e

eacring o all the -
tions, Mr. Mann said a~£a
video" had been deliber-

ately created and clreulst-

ed to delame him after bis

political opponents failed

10 clallenge the work deone

by Bt governivent for the
Punjab.

now trying to tasmish my
image through fabricated
propaganda,”

“What about Badal?”

The Punjab povernment
had the video examined by
forensic laboratories, he
| “However, those who

me” Mr  Mann
He alio questioned the
Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committes
{SGPC), the religous body
aversesing the sdministra-
tion of historical gurd
ras. Politics has fullen to &
wery bow bevel because they
have mo other way 1o op-
pase Mow, the SGPC
has ‘ardared lhe)nm:mg up

ters cutside
ra “sahiba calling for my
Boyco. Wiy were similar

POSIERS AOT PUL LD AEIEST
the Akali Dal or Sukhbis
Singh Bacal presi-

Will launch fast from July 5 if amendments
to RTI rules not revoked, Anna warns govt.

Vinava mde Pardiz

UMBAL

Activiss Amsa Hazare on
e

rashira goversme
Tily 5 1 syielran the Mal
arashira Right to Informa-
tion {Amendment) Rules,
2026, warning that he
would lsunch a hury
strike and @ natiorwide ag-
itation i the changes are
ot serapped.

M. Hazare deseribed as
“unsatisfactory” a meeting

-

ing thls maseriag. i the soul
af the t has o be
Fept aliva, & éw cotmmit
tee needs to be formed im-

— A

Arna Hazare

with a led by
Maharashira Chbel Infor-
mation  Commissiones
ACIC) Rahul Pande ar Rale-
gan Siddhi. “I7 they donit
the amend-
menis, I people’s interesty
are  jeopard will
again hit the ek
reporters.
Calling for a gt agatist
the amendments,
zare e e dissarisfac.
the State govern-
ment’s stand. =1 did nos gec
any saisfactory answers
Arom the dur-

should consist af experts
and afficials who have in
depe knowlsdge of the
BT Act an are pro-
pmplc ot aate afver e
meel

e Sioted activist had
earlier written to the Maha-
rashies government seek-
he complete witldra-

have served a
notice o the
Eovernment and
demanded a
complete rollback of
dments

the amemn

d rules, including a three
Told increase in applicasion
fee, the introduction of 4

those living below the po-
verty line.

The rules also require
that each RTI application
pertain to a single subject
and be NHmited o 150
words

com
Devendra Fadmavis, who
will sk 3 cal o e 1

Sr- Pande deseribed
the meering a5 ~sarisfacto-
1y, clabming that Mr. Ha-

zare was pleased with the
informsation presented to
hism.

Meanwhile, prominent
activists on  Wednesday
rved a legal notice Lo
Maharashina govermisen:

Video clip showing Tamil Nadu
Minister touching girl athletes’
legs in Madurai sparks outrage

CIENNAL

A video showing Tamil Na-

i o
ments, claming it che
intracue

withesut priar disclosre or
public consulLation.
notice  las
ben ety oy farmer CIC
shailesh Gandhi, advocate
Prahlad Kachare, RTI acti-
wist Vijay Kumbhar, jour
nalist  vinita irukls,
and civil rights activists Vic
wek Velankar, Jugal Rathi
and Mohammed Afeal
the natice ac-
by The Hindu, the
provisions of the ames
Fules “collectively reveal a
pastern of restrictions that
ke 55 to forma-
o MOre sxpensin, Mors
technical, burden
some and more di
than  eontemplated by
Parliament”.

s Higlser
ter P, Viswanathan mul:h
ing ehe outsiretched

gl athietes while cmmng
with them at an evens
Melr iis Madural recently

s cusrage.

The athletes were rest-
ing after having run 2 ma.

1 argans 1

iy Birshday st
of Chief Minister C. Juseph
Vijay and Congress lesder
Rahul Gandhi

The video capiures lim
touching the outstretched

of the athletes and
cracking their toes, while
shaking

DME leader and former

& 18

P viswanathan

Minister 5.5, Sivasankar ex-

pressed conssernation over

the incident, saying the

touch bad-touch les-

son, wikicls is usually taoght

1o sehoolchildren, showld
extended to meinbers of

the Cabines

At

“A person of authority
shioubd sct more resporsi-
by rather 1 gerting
swept away by the moment

ar tse incxication of pow-
r sabd Vidya Reddy, co-

founder, Tulir-Cemre for
the Prevention and Healing

Chilel Sexizal Abuse.
She wondersd why, des-
peo-

mse, and  with  video
camteras recording  the
evens, ¢ kers had
raised theis voice. “Bystan-

der intervention becomes
eritbesl a3 it serves as an i
mediate check for abuse,”
she said.

‘Dot spread les'

GURLGRAM

ess Rohak MP Dee-

P
rence dusing the Rajya Sab-
e election.

1 a post on X, the MP

claimed Mr. Agarwal was
the Returning Officer dur-

ing the RS poll and “at o
beless of BIP~ made a
effort” o en-

bil Malesh

n said the DME
will have wo “face
quences™ i it continues Lo
“spread lies” through its 1T
i

In 3 statement, Mr. Vis-
wanathan ssid M. Poyya
mazhl auiribuing morves

“uncvilised

sure a BJP-backed camci-

e victory by dnvalidat-

‘ige@edﬂlgﬂjpwmnm(
used the threat of action
against the officer, slesdy
“implicated in grai”, w
erve pobi ests.

Mizoram CM rejects
claim between ZPM

AIZAWL

Blizosam Chisf Minkster snd
Zoram People’s Movement
EPM) leader Lalduboma

has never been, on

joied the NDA alliance.
Speaking at a press con-

ference here, Mr. Laldubo,

ma s e party valwes

wordial relstions with the

Centre sees no jmn

Alnze ned for a formal al

nains committed Lo its
identity as a regsonal polit

CM and ZPM chiel Lalduhama

cal force with a matiomal
autlook

Me. Lakduborna revealed
thar national leaders, -
cluding Préme Minster Na-

nister  Amit
repeatedly invied the par-
v 10 join the alliance, but

the ZFM has preferred 1o
mainiain 2 vaoperative el
sonship without  formal
atfiliation.

“Even now, right from
the first day we met after
forming the fovernment,

alliance
and NDA

e Prime Minkster and the

ing - Let s maintain 4 good
warking eluionship: we

‘Lack of jobs behind desperation

Rahul on bonded labour in U.P.

LUCKROW

A day  after  reports
eme«geﬂonhelescueoﬂz
men

Tt e oo s oot
labousers at a factory in

Bow?” the Chiel BMinkster
sadd

“Chose a ¢ patly’
“We bave noc jeined the
mOA. While other parties

path. We want to maintain
o very good relasio
with the Centre, but an affi-
cial un

table,” Mr. Lal

ded. He said thar the issue
of joinkng NDA has never
been tabled in any mesting
af the partys Political Ar-

. Untar Pra-
desh, Rae Bareli MP and
Leader of the

no other options or protec-
thons beeome easy prey for
such  explofiation. This
st a typical criminal inck-
dent — it is the debris of 2
collapsed economy”

On Monday, joint teams
from the Labour Depart-
ameat and the polics rided

Iyuglind Bradecs Balyan an
Tuesday.

o the Lok Sabla Ralwl EximL ARRARGEMENT
el it
our ar the Janats  and and the

l||>nll‘ and Imeed the wm‘k
(B8

perpecratars deserve the
- M.

Tarnagas s very shocking.
In adelition o being forced
1o work wishout L they
were

speared, u\]hpp-ed and fed
cattle feed. This & an as-
saule on himan dignity —
the victims deserve justice

harshe
Gandhi wrate on X
He added, "It is also im-
portans for s o sk what
ulsions

tections  for  the
walnerable, as
MGNREGA and Ianqur

eakened,
Do o T widh

is an for Ankit Balyan, who
een identified as the
awner of the (actory.

Heavy rain disrupts
normal life in Mumbai,
many areas inundated

MUMEAT

Mumnbai woke ug to hesvy
raln on Wednesday, with
the met office a1 Golaba n

corded 248 mm rainfall

neighbouring districis.

Worker falls into dratn
Mayor Ritn Tawade

the on-ground situatkon as
a sambarion woeker fell into
a open desin but was res-
coed. She warned that if
any of the manboles is
fodn

ed. The downpour led o
waterloy a1 seweral
areas, & g subway in

Commutens navigate &
waterlog ped noad in Mumibai
an Wednesd iy, FTI

ard Magar, King's Ce-
cle i Marunga ares, and re
siclential colomies in Dader,
disrugpting noemal life_
~Waterlogging in low-ly-
ing areas are being drained

rapidiy.” said  Municigal
Commissioner  Ashwini
Elside.
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Will launch fast from July 5 if amendments
to RTI rules not revoked, Anna warns govt.

Vinava Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

Activist Anna Hazare on
Wednesday gave the Maha-
rashtra government until
July 5 to withdraw the Mah-
arashtra Right to Informa-
tion (Amendment) Rules,
2026, warning that he
would launch a hunger
strike and a nationwide ag-
itation if the changes are
not scrapped.

Mr. Hazare described as
“unsatisfactory” a meeting
with a delegation led by
Maharashtra Chief Infor-
mation Commissioner
(CIC) Rahul Pande at Rale-
gan Siddhi. “If they don’t
withdraw the amend-
ments, if people’s interests
are jeopardised, I will
again hit the field,” he told
reporters.

Calling for a fight against
the amendments, Mr. Ha-
zare expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the State govern-
ment’s stand. “I did not get
any satisfactory answers
from the government dur-

-a @

Anna Hazare

ing this meeting. If the soul
of the RTI Act has to be
kept alive, a new commit-
tee needs to be formed im-
mediately. This committee
should consist of experts
and officials who have in-
depth knowledge of the
RTI Act and who are pro-
people,” he said after the
meeting.

The noted activist had
earlier written to the Maha-
rashtra government seek-
ing the complete withdra-
wal of the amendments,
asserting that they weaken
the spirit of the RTI Act and
dilute its provisions. Mr.
Hazare has opposed sever-
al provisions in the amend-

Prominent activists
have served a legal
notice to the
government and
demanded a
complete rollback of
the amendments

ed rules, including a three-
fold increase in application
fee, the introduction of a
new fee for appeals, and a
cap on free information for
those living below the po-
verty line.

The rules also require
that each RTI application
pertain to a single subject
and be limited to 150
words.

Satisfactory meeting

Mr. Hazare’s office said Mr.
Pande had assured him
that the discussion will be
conveyed to Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who
will take a call on the mat-
ter. Mr. Pande described
the meeting as “satisfacto-
ry”, claiming that Mr. Ha-

zare was pleased with the
information presented to
him.

Meanwhile, prominent
activists on Wednesday
served a legal notice to the
Maharashtra government
and demanded a complete
rollback of the amend-
ments, claiming that the
changes were introduced
without prior disclosure or
public consultation.

The legal notice has
been issued by former CIC
Shailesh Gandhi, advocate
Prahlad Kachare, RTI acti-
vist Vijay Kumbhar, jour-
nalist Vinita Deshmukh,
and civil rights activists Vi-
vek Velankar, Jugal Rathi
and Mohammed Afzal.

As per the notice ac-
cessed by The Hindu, the
provisions of the amended
rules “collectively reveal a
pattern of restrictions that
make access to informa-
tion more expensive, more
technical, more burden-
some and more difficult
than contemplated by
Parliament”.




 Social activist Anna Hazare has warned the Maharashtra government that he will begin an indefinite
fast from 5 July if the Maharashtra Right to Information (Amendment) Rules, 2026 are not
withdrawn.

» Several RTI activists have also issued a legal notice demanding complete rollback of the amended

rules.

1. What is the issue?

Topic Details

Main Demand Complete withdrawal of Maharashtra RTI Amendment Rules, 2026

Protest Hunger strike from 5 July if amendments remain

Led by Anna Hazare

Government Response Discussions held with Maharashtra Chief Information Commissioner; matter to be

placed before Chief Minister

Activists' Action Legal notice demanding rollback



Amendment

RTI Application Fee
Appeal Fee

Free Information for
BPL

Subjects in RTI

Word Limit

Earlier

Lower

No separate fee

No upper limit

Multiple issues possible

No strict limit

New Rule

Three-fold increase
New appeal fee
introduced

Cap introduced

Only one subject per
application

Maximum 150 words



Objection

Cost increased
Technical barriers

150-word limit
Appeal fee

BPL restriction

No public consultation

Explanation
Higher fee discourages citizens

One subject rule makes applications
difficult

Restricts detailed information requests
Makes justice costlier
Reduces access for poor citizens

Rules allegedly introduced without
consulting stakeholders



4. Activists' Arguments

They argue that the amendments:

» weaken the spirit of the RTI Act

* reduce transparency

* increase the financial burden on citizens

» make access to information more difficult

» contradict the objective of accountable governance

5. Government's Position

Point Status
Meeting held Yes
Chief Information Commissioner Held discussions with Anna Hazare

Final decision Yet to be taken by the Chief Minister



6. Constitutional Connection

Article Relation

Article 19(1)(a) Freedom of Speech and Expression

Supreme Court Judgments Right to Information derived from Article 19(1)(a)
Article 21 Sometimes linked through right to life and dignity

7.RTI Act, 2005 - Quick Revision

Feature Details

Enacted 2005

Objective Promote transparency and accountability
Applies to Central, State and Local Public Authorities
Time limit Normally 30 days

Life & Liberty cases 48 hours

First Appeal To First Appellate Authority

Second Appeal Information Commission

Penalty ¥250/day (maximum ¥25,000) on PIO for unreasonable delay or refusal



8. Information Commissions
Central Information Commission (CIC)

Deals with Central Government bodies
Headed by Chief Information Commissioner

Decides second appeals

State Information Commission (SIC)

Deals with State Government bodies

Headed by State Chief Information Commissioner

Decides second appeals

9. Important Supreme Court Judgments

Case

State of Uttar Pradesh v. Raj Narain

People's Union for Civil Liberties v. Union of

Importance

Citizens have the right to know government actions

Expanded Right to Know

Strengthened transparency under Article 19



10. Why is RTI called the "Sunshine Law"?

Because it:

» exposes corruption

* increases transparency

» strengthens democracy

e empowers citizens

e improves government accountability

11. Criticism of RTI (General)

Challenge Explanation

Delay in replies Pending applications
Vacancies in commissions Appeals remain pending
Misuse Frivolous applications
Threats to activists Safety concerns

Digital divide Limited access in rural areas



Change

Central Government empowered to decide tenure
and salary of Information Commissioners

2026 (Maharashtra Procedural changes including fees, word limit and
Rules) single-subject rule
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Symbolism over substance? Public health
officials slam T.N. govt’s gold ring scheme

Under the new scheme, the govt. will spend 275583 cr annually to gift gold rings to newborns; however, several health professionals opine that while

the godd may be intended as a celebration of birth. the more pressing need is investment in workforce and infrasorucoure thar enable safe deliveries

Serena .
CHENNAL

wery year, the Tasil
. Eovermment

will spend T755.53

crore on gting one-gram
e rings oo roughly 442
Bahies borm in -

new scheme, Thaimoarman
Machiramm Thirtae.

The gold ring may be in-
tended as a of

Murturing newborns

birth, bu for many within
the public health secto

the mare pressing need &
imvestment in the wark-
force an Infrastructure
that makes safe deliveries

possibie.
Already, the Dr. Muthu-
lakshumi Reddy Materity
Benefit Scheme provides
of

TARGET EENEF KEARIES
FND ELIGEBELITY CRETERLA

place, the questons rased
are plenty — Can the State
EOUEFMEnT sustain 4 Fe
curring  <ost of 2WS5.83
crare a year, or TT000 per
g o wlay™s gold rase), for

= Benehic
e

from a policy perspective,
the scheme had no con
nection with e Sustais
bie Developement Goal 3
ireducing plobal Matesial
Mortality Ratio v less than
70 dearls per 100,000 live

Thire more OB-GYNS as and
when they announce such
selhemes,” a doctor said

~This scheme eovers all
mewborns, rrespective of
ke third or fourth child.
IS0t this defeating the go-
vernment's

= Ly 20305,

Anather public lealth
officer said Tamil Nadu
had already achieved near

Afvating mothers b

0 sterilisarion aiter having

two babies, and on the
zhk sovernmen

saun
the health system remain
anresolveds? this seld.
defear the State's family
welfare measures by incen-

wvising  higher
birchs?

“Bizarre move”
A bead of 8 government in-
stiution found e bizarre
that the Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Serwices Corposation

(TRMSC) 65 tasked
rocuring amd supplyin
fhe rings. hased on’ the
vearly indent gven by the
Director of Public Health
il Preesntios Roesflein.
toup in
the 19905 with the objec-

tve of procuring quality
it for

g
vellow metal. How far this
isethical is 2 quesison 1o be
asked.” be said.

A lsealth offscer sabd that

d dle-
livery coverage, witl insti-
tutiomal deliverbes exceed

9%, leaving limined

rnsment's ley
et ot T

wernance, noe symbolic
kinship. Public resources
shauld be directed towards
strensgtivening sysiems and

personnel continue to face

2
Minber of babies.
sad_

The doctor further ad-
ded that certain conditions
ould be brought in for tee
acheme,
mandatary
dor mothers at the
thee first week and the sixth

For

lic Health and Preventive
cine K. Kolandasamy

said it was a good scheme

s it woubkd Improve Enstin-

konal

he said, ar Rep
ductive and Child Tealth
contract stafl receive ap-
proximately 4,500 per
manth.

Self defeating:

The scheme could act as
an incentive for families
belonging o the

reducing their maternal
an il d

of abstetrsciars and gy
cologists. The government
should annownce funds o

health expendsure in prav-
ate hospitals, Mr. Kolanda-
samy

Iran invites Modi to
Khamenei’s official
funeral ceremonies

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELH

Iran's President Massoud
Pezeshibian  has  invited
Prime Minister Narersdra
Modi to travel to Tehean to
artend the burial cerermo-
nies of the ke Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed
All Khamsenes who was as-
sassinated in 3 joint el
ULS. artack on February 15,
have

The sources said the in-
wite For My Modi was con-
wayed ko the Ministzy of Ex-
ternal Affairs on Tuesday
though the MEA officials

funeral which will be Ield
between July 3 and 3
cover multiple ciies such
as Tehran, Com  and
Mashhad.
tran has announced the
cememonies for the late Su-
take

st Indonesia,
and New Zealand betwesn
July & auduam]:heren mo
official co

wivather (e P
ter would visit mu‘ lhnoﬂh—
cial burial of the lare
Ayarollah.

Lran's Minszes of Petro-
bewny Molsen Paknejad ar

Fived ins New Drelhi an Wed-

attack on Feb. 28

sesday to participane
meesings rela mellelg
cooperation arm
fheihber-states, the  Ei-

sy of [ran announced.

“During his visit, Mr
Paknejad is scheduled o
haobd talks with Indian offi-
cials and representaives of
the CounLy's energy sec-
tor._.” the Iran Embassy
said

war and ties
Former Vice-President Jayg-
deep Dhankhar hac

sens ia b

then  President
Raisi who had died in a bel
Icopter crash on. May 15,
20

e February,
hes seen a disrupeion in Bs
energy and fertilizer sup-

B e the w
tween  US-Isrzel and
Tran wisicls has bed i a cho-
kehold on the Strait of
Harmowe.

India has  maintamed
comununicuon with  all

rael during February 25 26,

Nirav Modi must pay
X108 crore to Bank of
India, says UK. court

Fress Trust of India
LonDos

Fugitive  diamond mer-
chant Miray Modi is lable
o pay Bank of ijla Eon

guarantee, the High Court
i Londan has puled,

The s5year-old jewell
ef, whe remains in prison

ik frasd case,

ispured tye entarceability
of the personal guarantee
related to a loan 1o 3 Dubai-
incorporated frm, Firestar

Deamond FZE, assoctated
‘with him

In a judgment handed
deown st the London Cir-

le. Mr Modi
therefore lable undes the
Personal Guarantee to the

Bank for the principal
amount due [238 crorel

the j He also
pointed to “te et on
that sum”, which adds up
1o about W08 crore uneil
March, with furthes iner-
st sccrulng after thar dste.

‘Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship’

MEW DL

The Indian passport is a
“travel docuy
a weitizenship do d.nLunLem'

The purpose of te
dian passpore & e belp In
dians wransit and avel
throwgh fareign ports and
terrizortes and it should

wd with oth-

are
citizenship

righits, the official said.
Highlighting the Impor-
tance of in con-
neciing the Tnchian work
with  the  global
cconomy, MEA  offscials
said the government will
inrensify mobility engage-
ments  with western na-

thons and fapan i coming
months w0 belp chizens gt
secure employment op-
purtunitics i fese indus-
rialised econpamies.

Voter list exclusion
~Passport is a ravel docu-
t

a document of

25 passport from oth-
er documents. Even
though  while travelling
abrosd, passport stiests o
yous nationality, yet it is
e i
trenship” a senkor ralﬁn.la.]
sald, in response @ o ques-
o fram The Hindu on
whethes the Indian pass-
could be used 1o chal-
engge an exclusion from
the voter list through the

g

Pazsport is to focilnate foresgn
brawel It must not be compansd
h

card.” The second official
said thar the MEA will host

IMAr event gn iterna-
tsomal mobdlity — the Hu-
man Resousce Mobility Fo-
rum o be held in New
Dl froom Juse 30 to July §
— that will focus on coun-
aries like Raly, Genmasny, Fa-
pan, Russia, and Denmark_

Erhical

it g
wiienship, Says MER oificial.

s currenuly under way In
165 Sta
Anather MEA  afficsal

mess i is actually ensitled,
and w e carsehes
o dlocuments rom sever
al ncies

special revisian
{SIR) of electoral rolls that

g
like the Aadhaas, PAN

A large number of recruit-
ment agencies from across
e cour expected
ta participate in the svent
lrighlight ethical
1n|graun|a and
awareness aboust how o
unscrupulous agents

ndians c
zones and high risk areas.

“We lheve o demolish
the myths that one can go
to Maly o Greece using -

Eaix means and then send
home lots of money.” the
cfficial said.

5 on, the occa
stont o th taih Fasspiors
Seva Divas, mmarked
June 24, the oifcial said
that 27 coumtries e gi-
wen wissfres entry status
to Indiar rs,
while 47 coumeries offer vi-
s o arvival and 66 coun-
tries provide electronicyi-

de-visas) to Indian
passport holders. The MEA
MHicial around

m-sa o ueian pasepore ar

g pass s an <-passport.
alhlp—bss docurme:

There are 545 passport
seva kendras across the
coumtry catering o the
Beeds of the Erowisg man-

fow covers almost every

Lok Sabha constimency.
In addition, onestop
centres for distressed wo-
men in e Indian diaspora
i 0 opened in e
Gulf countries and Singa-
pore, supported by the In-
disn community.  More
such centres are expected
1o be established @ athes

countries
~Team MEA reaffirms s
commitment o keep mak-
ing passport services deli-
ery faster, more transpa-
ssible..

oper
SEa kindras (PSKS) Tave
contributed o ease of tra-
vel, helping Indians get gho-
bal job opportunities.

CRPF officer suspended, 20
others transferred after ‘kin
protested against CAPF Bill’

Vifaita Singh
HEW DELIEI

Twenty Ceniral Resesve
Police Force (CRPF) offsc-
s have been tmansferred
and a Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) rank officer

Hetired and

about suspension of
the DIGrank officer

has been
exdly becase dney or their
Eamnilies voiced their opi-
nions sgainst Use Cemtral
Armed Police Force (Gen
eral Adminksteation) Act,
2006

legislation
passed by Parliament on
April 2 and came into ef
fect on ila

The
Ratired and servig offi-
cials of the Central Armexd

pressed conc
s

an
ter/hannes for chang-

T of the Government ¢o-

tablished by law across so-

cial media.”

The lemer said that an

< has challenged the sus-

pension. on the

mx. there 1 no -disciplin.
proceeding contemn-

st oo prending” 2

hin as required undes the
Cenural Civil Services (Clas-
sifcation, Control and Ap-
peall Rules, 1965,

Anxious
workers

KOLEATA

Family members of the
workers who went messing
afer the Taratals ware
house collapse on Wednes-

“Targeted
Ranbir Singh. the genesal
secrerary of the Allbusee of
All Ex Paramilitary Asso-
clation sald that officers
whase families participat-
exd in est against the
CAPF Aﬂ at Jantar Mamtar

on April 8 were being
geted by the CEPF's top
brass.

W wane to draw the at
tention of Homse Minister
Amie Shah to this targeted

asmens af CREF offc-
ess.. For the frst time in
dle]llsmry of the CRPF, the
suspensicn of @ Servieg
DIG  without cause

resentment
paramiitary

.
frmcegerc e e
abert and i the Staterun
SSKEM Hospital. Bul for ma-
ny, the dash 1o the haspét
100k them nowliers.
“1learnt about the acci-
dent at 3 pom. and sinee
then 1 have gone ta the
gpotand o the Tospital but
na trace of my
besther Klaleq Sardar. He
was wulldug ax (I:e e
outh whie b
from Basant in the Stares
South 24 Par istrict.
Another man from the

o
0 the hospital and the con-
Sstruction sie

ng 10 the West
Bengal government, sbout
25 persons have been res-

relatives search for missing
after tragedy in Kolkata

Against the clock: An injured peeson being taken

safiety afera

wearehouzs under sonstruction collapzed i Kelkats #1

eued frarm the site af wham
e barnes Al hene b e

e number of
crapped mnder

Chief Minister Suvendu

ari said aempts are
being made 1o identify the

the
within minures afver dhe

uilding collapse_

“1 could see at beast five
aa gl;fuple stisck under
the eam Bor
help. Many of them were
my neighlsours,” said Biru

. BE. Dias, whi works in
2 nearby warehouse, sl

fram the rubble. “0f dyern.
ane died” he ssid

Ujjal Kumar,
cal, recalled “a strang tre-
mor like an earthguake”
when e strucn
crashed. “After thar, there

wass 2 lousd molse like an ex-
plosion,” b said. b,
rar sdded that he and ot

eyewitness, Raju,
said the construction hard
been going on for the past
six months and ic b been
cnly theee days since work

egan.
Lnew some pecple
From that godown. Bug 1
am nat sure whether tsey

NIA takes over

vestigation
into killing of
church leaders

GUWAHATI

Thse National nvestigation
Agency (NLAY has taken ov-
er the probe inns tse killing
tires chirch lesders in

ur's Rangpokpi dis-

e vil

ages [P
memibers of the Thadau
Baptist Association on May
15, The murders rggered
2 hostage criss and a fresh
round of edhmbe tension
between the Kuki and Naga

was also probably ere
whe: accident took

Sajidd, anocther local,
claimed that many of the
warkers were called in be-
cause the roof seemed to
be shaking. “Probably the
b win damaged the
consirection. Many work-
ers might have pone there
Lo check it el

The case was registere,
on the day of the Sebasi
at New Keithelmanbi pol-
ice station i Kangpokpi
district

Otficials sald the case

A




Symbolism over substance? Public health
officials slam T.N. govt.s gold ring scheme

Under the new scheme, the govt. will spend 3755.83 cr. annually to gift gold rings to newborns; however, several health professionals opine that while

the gold may be intended as a celebration of birth, the more pressing need is investment in workforce and infrastructure that enable safe deliveries

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

very year, the Tamil
Nadu government
will spend %755.83
crore on gifting one-gram
gold rings to roughly 4.42
lakh babies born in govern-
ment hospitals under its
new scheme, Thaimaaman
Thanga Mothiram Thittam.

The gold ring may be in-
tended as a celebration of
birth, but for many within
the public health sector,
the more pressing need is
investment in the work-
force and infrastructure
that makes safe deliveries
possible.

Already, the Dr. Muthu-
lakshmi Reddy Maternity
Benefit Scheme provides
maternal assistance of
¥4,000 in cash support
and two nutritional kits va-
lued at ¥4,000. With this in
place, the questions raised
are plenty — Can the State
government sustain a re-
curring cost of ¥755.83
crore a year, or 717,000 per
ring (today’s gold rate), for
4,41,667 deliveries along
with administration cost?
Whether symbolic incen-
tives such as gold rings are
the best use of public re-
sources when basic gaps in
the health system remain
unresolved? Does this self-
defeat the State’s family
welfare measures by incen-

Nurturing newborns

Alook at the salient features of the Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam

OBJECTIVES

u Elevate the
public healthcare
setting from a
baseline necessity
to a preferred
destination of pride
and celebration,
with dignity at birth

m Reclaim

the status of
government
institutional
deliveries by
offering a high-
value, permanent,
tangible benefit

that cgmp{ements Tamil Nadu residential proof through
the existing — | anyoneoftheenlisted
mate(mt}" cash u All pregnant documents such as ration
benefits and women card, voter identity card or
maternal kits giving birth at Aadhaar card

government
H Erase the institutions m The scheme extends

socio-economic
bias surrounding
public health
facility deliveries,

recognising that Infant Cohort benefits without restriction
every mother’s Monitoring

Jjourney is noble and Evaluation B Gold rings to be

and every child is a portal with distributed without any
treasure RCHID gender-based discrimination

® Mother should
be registered on
Pregnancy and

TARGET BENEFICIARIES
AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

m Resident of

m Beneficiaries must submit

KEY
SPECIFICATIONS

® One-gram gold

rings will be procured
through the Tamil
Nadu Medical
Services Corporation
(TNMSC). The TNMSC-
empanelled vendor
will supply the rings
directly to 94 hospitals

W A State project/
programme
management unit
will be set up to
implement, monitor,
and manage the
scheme

m Each gold ring will
have a fixed weight
of one gram, with
an official Bureau
of Indian Standards

births are eligible for

coverage to all newborns,
regardless of birth order.
Mothers with higher-order

hallmark. The
Government of Tamil
Nadu logo will be
embossed on it

u Each unit will be
uniquely serialised

and protected by a
tamper-proof seal with
branding

Source: Government Order issued by the Health and Family Welfare Department

tivising  higher order

births?

‘Bizarre move’

A head of a government in-
stitution found it bizarre
that the Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Services Corporation

(TNMSC) is tasked with
procuring and supplying
the rings, based on the
yearly indent given by the
Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine.
“TNMSC was set up in
the 1990s with the objec-

tive of procuring quality
medicines for government
hospitals. But now, it is
tasked with purchasing the
yellow metal. How far this
is ethical is a question to be
asked,” he said.

A health officer said that

from a policy perspective,
the scheme had no con-
nection with the Sustaina-
ble Development Goal 3
(reducing global Maternal
Mortality Ratio to less than
70 deaths per 1,00,000 live
births and to end preventa-
ble deaths of newborns
and children under five
years of age by 2030).

Another public health
officer said Tamil Nadu
had already achieved near-
universal institutional de-
livery coverage, with insti-
tutional deliveries exceed-
ing 99%, leaving limited
scope for further improve-
ment on this indicator.

“A government’s legiti-
macy comes from good go-
vernance, not symbolic
kinship. Public resources
should be directed towards
strengthening systems and
services that create lasting
benefits,” he said.

While more incentives
are being introduced, ma-
ny frontline healthcare
personnel continue to face
inadequate remuneration,
he said, adding that Repro-
ductive and Child Health
contract staff receive ap-
proximately 34,500 per
month.

‘Self-defeating’

“There is an acute shortage
of obstetricians and gynae-
cologists. The government
should announce funds to

hire more OB-GYNs as and
when they announce such
schemes,” a doctor said.

“This scheme covers all
newborns, irrespective of
the third or fourth child.
Isn’t this defeating the go-
vernment’s own family
welfare programme? On
the one hand, we are mo-
tivating mothers to under-
go sterilisation after having
two babies, and on the oth-
er, the government is giv-
ing incentives to have any
number of babies,” she
said.

The doctor further ad-
ded that certain conditions
could be brought in for the
scheme, including two
mandatory post-natal visits
for mothers at the end of
the first week and the sixth
week of delivery, and com-
plete immunisation till 1.5
years of age for the child.

Former Director of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine K. Kolandasamy
said it was a good scheme
as it would improve institu-
tional deliveries.

The scheme could act as
an incentive for families
belonging to the lower-
middle income group to
opt for government hospi-
tals for childbirth, thereby
reducing their maternal
and childbirth-related
health expenditure in priv-
ate hospitals, Mr. Kolanda-
samy added.




The Tamil Nadu Government has announced the Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam, under which

every eligible newborn delivered in government hospitals will receive a 1-gram gold ring.

The scheme has generated debate, with several public health experts arguing that funds should instead
be invested in healthcare infrastructure, manpower, and maternal services.

1. Scheme at a Glance

Particular Details

Scheme Name Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam

State Tamil Nadu

Launch Year 2026

Benefit 1-gram gold ring to eligible newborns

Annual Cost ¥755.83 crore

Expected Beneficiaries Around 4.42 lakh newborns annually
Implementing Agency Tamil Nadu Medical Services Corporation (TNMSC)

Delivery Government hospitals



2. Objectives of the Scheme
Objective

Promote institutional deliveries
Celebrate childbirth
Increase trust in public healthcare

Reduce social bias

3. Eligibility

Explanation

Encourage births in government hospitals

Symbolic recognition of every newborn

Improve perception of government hospitals

Treat every child equally irrespective of gender

Criteria Details

Residency Resident of Tamil Nadu

Delivery Government hospital only

Registration Pregnancy registered on Pregnancy & Infant Cohort Monitoring Portal
Identity Proof Aadhaar/Voter ID/Ration Card etc.

Birth Order No restriction (covers all children)



4. Key Features

Feature Details

Ring Weight 1gram

Hallmark BIS Hallmarked

Supplier TNMSC-approved vendor

Distribution Directly through 94 government hospitals
Branding Tamil Nadu Government logo embossed
Security Tamper-proof sealed packaging

Serial Number Unique identification for each ring

B. Financial Details

Item Value

Total Annual Budget ¥755.83 crore

Beneficiaries 4.42 lakh babies

Approximate Gold Value Around 17,000 per ring (including procurement & administration, as

discussed in the report)



6. Why is the Scheme Being Criticised?

Issue Details

Opportunity Cost Experts argue funds could strengthen healthcare infrastructure

Shortage of Doctors Need for more obstetricians and gynaecologists

Low Frontline Salaries Contract reproductive and child health staff reportedly receive low remuneration
Infrastructure Gaps Labour rooms, ICUs and equipment require investment

Symbolic Benefit Critics say the scheme is symbolic rather than addressing systemic needs

SDG Alignment Some experts question whether the scheme directly contributes to maternal and

neonatal mortality reduction

7. Government's Arguments

Government View Explanation

Encourage institutional delivery Families may prefer government hospitals
Universal Coverage Available regardless of gender or birth order
Public Confidence Enhances the image of public healthcare

Financial Relief May reduce delivery-related expenditure for lower-income families



8. Existing Maternal Benefit Scheme

Before this scheme, Tamil Nadu already operated:

Scheme Benefit

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy Maternity Benefit Scheme 214,000 cash assistance + Nutrition kits worth 24,000

9. Public Health Experts' Suggestions

Instead of spending 755 crore annually on gold rings, experts recommend:

» Recruit more obstetricians and paediatricians.
 Upgrade labour rooms and neonatal ICUs.

» Improve salaries of frontline healthcare workers.

» Strengthen maternal nutrition programmes.

e Expand post-natal care and immunisation services.
* Improve emergency referral systems.



10. SDG Linkage

SDG

SDG 3 - Good Health & Well-being
Maternal Mortality Target

Child Mortality Target

Target

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all

Less than 70 deaths per 100,000 live births by 2030

End preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years

11. Institutional Delivery in India

Indicator

Tamil Nadu

National Goal

Institutional deliveries exceed 99%, according to the report

Promote safe institutional childbirth to reduce maternal and infant mortality



Scheme
Janani Suraksha Yojana

Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan

Janani Shishu Suraksha
Karyakram

POSHAN Abhiyaan

Ministry

Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare

Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare

Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare

Ministry of Women & Child
Development

Purpose

Cash incentive for
institutional delivery

Free antenatal check-ups

Free delivery and newborn
care

Nutrition improvement



Nurturing newborns

A look at the salient features of the Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam

GOALS AND
OBJECTIVES

m Elevate the
public healthcare
setting from a
baseline necessity
to a preferred
destination of pride
and celebration,
with dignity at birth

® Reclaim

the status of
government
institutional
deliveries by
offering a high-
value, permanent,
tangible benefit
that complements
the existing
maternity cash
benefits and
maternal kits

® Erase the
socio-economic
bias surrounding
public health
facility deliveries,
recognising that
every mother’s
journey is noble
and every child is a
treasure

TARGET BENEFICIARIES
AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
® Resident of
Tamil Nadu

® All pregnant
women

giving birth at
government
institutions

m Mother should
be registered on
Pregnancy and
Infant Cohort
Monitoring

and Evaluation
portal with
RCHID

m Beneficiaries must submit
residential proof through
any one of the enlisted
documents such as ration
card, voter identity card or
Aadhaar card

® The scheme extends
coverage to all newborns,
regardless of birth order.
Mothers with higher-order
births are eligible for
benefits without restriction

® Gold rings to be
distributed without any
gender-based discrimination

KEY
SPECIFICATIONS

® One-gram gold

rings will be procured
through the Tamil
Nadu Medical
Services Corporation
(TNMSC). The TNMSC-
empanelled vendor
will supply the rings
directly to 94 hospitals

m A State project/
programme
management unit
will be set up to
implement, monitor,
and manage the
scheme

® Each gold ring will
have a fixed weight
of one gram, with

an official Bureau

of Indian Standards
hallmark. The
Government of Tamil
Nadu logo will be
embossed on it

m Each unit will be
uniquely serialised
and protected by a
tamper-proof seal with
branding

Source: Government Order issued by the Health and Family Welfare Department




‘Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The Indian passport is a
“travel document” and not
a “citizenship document”,
a senior official of the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Wednesday.
The purpose of the In-
dian passport is to help In-
dians transit and travel
through foreign ports and
territories and it should
not be compared with oth-
er documents that are used
to establish citizenship
rights, the official said.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of passports in con-
necting the Indian work-
force with the global
economy, MEA officials
said the government will
intensify mobility engage-
ments with western na-

tions and Japan in coming
months to help citizens get
secure employment op-
portunities in these indus-
trialised economies.

Voter list exclusion

“Passport is a travel docu-
ment, not a document of
citizenship and theoretical-
ly speaking that distin-
guishes passport from oth-
er documents. Even
though while travelling
abroad, passport attests to
your nationality, yet it is
not a document of your ci-
tizenship,” a senior official
said, in response to a ques-
tion from The Hindu on
whether the Indian pass-
port could be used to chal-
lenge an exclusion from
the voter list through the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls that

Passport is to facilitate foreign
travel. It must not be compared
with documents establishing
citizenship, says MEA official.

is currently under way in
16 States.

Another MEA official
said that the Indian pass-
port is issued “after a lot of
due diligence and we make
sure that the person who
gets it is actually entitled,
and we also base ourselves
on documents from sever-
al government agencies
like the Aadhaar, PAN

card.” The second official
said that the MEA will host
a major event on interna-
tional mobility — the Hu-
man Resource Mobility Fo-
rum to be held in New
Delhi from June 30 to July 1
— that will focus on coun-
tries like Italy, Germany, Ja-
pan, Russia, and Denmark.

Ethical migration
A large number of recruit-
ment agencies from across
the country are expected
to participate in the event
that will highlight ethical
migration and create
awareness about how to
avoid unscrupulous agents
that use illegal means to
send Indians to conflict
zones and high risk areas.
“We have to demolish
the myths that one can go
to Italy or Greece using un-

fair means and then send
home lots of money,” the
official said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of the 14th Passport
Seva Divas, marked on
June 24, the official said
that 27 countries have gi-
ven visa-free entry status
to Indian passport holders,
while 47 countries offer vi-
sas on arrival and 66 coun-
tries provide electronic-vi-
sas (e-visas) to Indian
passport holders. The MEA
official said that around
10% of Indian passport-hol-
ders possess an e-passport,
a chip-based document.

There are 545 passport
seva kendras across the
country catering to the
needs of the growing num-
ber of passport applicants,
and this passport network
now covers almost every

Lok Sabha constituency.

In addition, one-stop
centres for distressed wo-
men in the Indian diaspora
have been opened in the
Gulf countries and Singa-
pore, supported by the In-
dian community. More
such centres are expected
to be established in other
countries.

“Team MEA reaffirms its
commitment to keep mak-
ing passport services deliv-
ery faster, more transpa-
rent and accessible..”
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on the oc-
casion of Passport Seva Di-
vas, noting that chip-ena-
bled e-passports and the
opening of new passport
seva kendras (PSKs) have
contributed to ease of tra-
vel, helping Indians get glo-
bal job opportunities.




The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) clarified that an Indian passport is primarily a travel document

and should not be treated as conclusive proof of Indian citizenship. It facilitates international travel and
indicates nationality for travel purposes, but legal determination of citizenship depends on the provisions

of the Citizenship Act, 1955 and other relevant laws.

1. Key Statement

Topic Details

MEA Clarification Passport is a travel document, not a citizenship document

Main Purpose Facilitate international travel and identification abroad

Citizenship Determined under the Citizenship Act and constitutional provisions, not by
the passport alone

Importance Relevant in debates on electoral rolls, citizenship verification and legal

identity



Basis

Purpose

Issued By

Proof

Validity

Main Function

Passport

International travel

Ministry of External Affairs
Strong evidence of nationality for
travel, but not conclusive legal
proof of citizenship

Renewable

Travel, visa, immigration

Citizenship
Legal membership of the State
Citizenship acquired under the

Citizenship Act, 1955

Established through law and
prescribed documents

Continues unless terminated or
renounced under law

Political and constitutional rights



3. Difference Between Nationality and Citizenship

Nationality Citizenship

International legal identity Legal relationship with a country

Used mainly for foreign travel Confers constitutional and political rights

Mentioned in passport Determines voting, elections, constitutional protections

Every citizen has nationality Concepts often overlap in India but are legally distinct in some
countries

4. Constitutional Provisions

Article Subject
Articles 5-11 Citizenship at the commencement of the Constitution
Article 11 Parliament empowered to regulate citizenship

Citizenship Act, 1955 Governs acquisition and loss of citizenship



5. Ways to Acquire Indian Citizenship

Method Meaning

By Birth Born in India subject to statutory conditions

By Descent Through Indian parent(s)

By Registration Registration under the Citizenship Act

By Naturalisation After fulfilling prescribed residence and other conditions
By Incorporation of Territory When new territory becomes part of India

6. Ways Citizenship Can End

Method Explanation
Renunciation Voluntary surrender
Termination Acquisition of another country's citizenship in specified circumstances

Deprivation Government may revoke citizenship in situations provided by law



8. Why Did the MEA Clarify This?

The clarification came in the context of public discussion on whether possession of a passport alone
could settle questions relating to:

e citizenship verification,
¢ electoral roll inclusion,

e identity documentation.

The MEA stated that these issues are governed by the relevant legal framework and not by the passport

itself.

9. Passport Services in India

Item Details
Passport Seva Kendras (PSKs) 545
e-Passports About 10% of Indian passport holders possess chip-enabled e-

passports (as stated in the report)

Visa-free Access 27 countries

Visa on Arrival 47 countries

e-Visa Access 66 countries



Judgment
State Trading Corporation of India

Ltd. v. Commercial Tax Officer

Sarbananda Sonowal v. Union of India

Mohd. Arif v. Supreme Court of India

Significance
A company is not a citizen under the
Constitution.

lllegal migration linked with citizenship
and national security concerns.

Discussed constitutional protections
available to citizens in specific contexts.
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‘Investors may move to safer
bets on structural challenges’

Economists vocal on rising concerns of str

challe in the

of economic growth

and concentrated stock ownership in higher risk small and mid-cap stocks by retail investors
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t will be & safer deci-
l Son to mmvess in

historical perfor-
mance at a time when In-
dia is set to face structusr.
challenges to its growth
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stinutional Equities opined.
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Goyal to visit UK. to
review preparedness
for trade deal roll-out

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DEL31

Cormerce Min! Piyush
Goyal will travel to the Un-
ized Kingdom from June 25-

mentation of the Indis-UK
=

yal will hold a

mecting with Peter
Eyle, UK's Secretary
and Trade
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the Commerce Ministry
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Adani to either outsource non-core activities or move to GCCs

MUMEBAT

The Adani Group is taking
three & steps to
build the organisation that
will execute its vision over
the next decade, including
mov

Adani said while address-
ing shareholders at Adani
Enterprises Ltd’s AGM on
Wednesday.

~Firstly, e are smplity.
ing the way we work. We
are putting In placea three-
Layer structure across both

ing
to its Global Capacity
Centres (GOCs) or third
parties, Chairman Gal

and our
sln:s to reduce

to execution.” e sakd

the Group will
change the way it wol
with contractors.

Thirdly, the Group is
placing worker dignicy e
the  heart its
transformatson.

“Across our own and

o

sharpen accountability
S0 bring decissons eloser

nearly 4 lakh people, al-
ost RS are peomie Who

work on the ground at our
sites. They are the people
who turn our plam into
realicy. And we are com-
mitted to ensuring

oy motier Is Tromeed with

time,” Mr. Adani added_

Comumnenting on FY25-
26, he sasd during the year
the Group made a record

capital investment of more
than TLS lakh crore in hard

sasd.
He said the Group was
a plat

access to medical .
safe working en
and fair wages paid on

Indias total new
privatesector capital ex-
Penditure for the year, M.

Group plans 10 GW capac-
Ty by 2

‘Al coding costs to
cross developer pay’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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e salary on rising large

(LLM) to-

ken consumption and the
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Climate change

Mot on Sear: Poppies are pictured bereath an electricity pyion in Ratcliffe on Soas, central England on Wednesday. The U.K_ recorded its

hotiest ever June tem|

perature on Wednesday with the me:

10 35.7C scuth of London, breaking the previcus record of 35.6C setin
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BHIM UPI to offer
financial products

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

From credit cards, loans,
investments and ove:

CEO Lalitha Nataraj said.
“We have parumed
with multiple banks to
e Codit arls ad
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NBFCs [for loans].
working with banks for
nonal peus:on

na-

schemes.
surance and ivestments
fofterings] il Tl e
Later,” she told the ¥
Since its introduction in

new
out in 2025 being the last,
2 sasd.

NBSL is also actively
evaluating integrating its

The platform

26,952 crore
in May 2026

200 in ihe mcbile appe of
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mng wikh Canara Bank snd
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nefit from features.
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perience faster UPI pay-
ments, she added.

The monthly transac-
tion volumes wvia BHIM
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June 2005 1o 244 million tn

e pi: plasform processed
ansactions warth 326,952
awe in May 2026.
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HYDERABAD

To honour the achieve-
ments of micro, small and
medium enterprises, busi-
nessline is or) g its
Bfth anmual MSME Con-
Bengaluru on June
25 and Coimbatore on June

cial role in lndla 's econom-
e d

‘Wortd MSME Dax

their sustainable growth.

St event at Ben <
luru, co-powered by the
Central Bank of India, will
fearure two power-packed

e
AL thie Bengzuum Con-
h

Grappa Patil, Minister for

c and
Skill Development of Kar-
nataka, will be the Chief
Guest. The guest Of ho-
nour & BV. Naidu, chair-

The first panel, "ESDM -
From Vendors to Value
Creators”, will festure Ash-

Chandak, Pressdent.

naging Parmer, Viprof
Electronics; onam
Motwani, Founder and

The ses-

and Nagaraju S, Council
Member, Panel Chairman,
Labour Law, KASSIA, Syn-
ergy Punching (Promoter

ine).
chat with

Satish Kumar T, Chairman
& Managing Director, Milky
will be hosted by

Edi-

cEO, i
sion will be moderated by
Ve

nkatesls Babu
Editor, The Hindu
Businessii

The second panel on
“Talent Skilling and Labour
Chall - will have Ra-

kesh Patil, Co-Founder and
CTO, Beyond Appliances;
tik N 1, C a

ing Solutions, Quess Cor)

tor, The Hindu business-
line. The past four
100, on MSME Day.

ine hiad bosted similar
i m the p articipa-
ton of many from the sec-
tor. These en-

terprises 35
Spsy Sga
the Indian L
economy. 3

Solar rooftops slash household power
bills to zero in Kerala, Rajasthan

NEW DEL31

'I'he Centre's flagship roof-
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gnnmg to deliver on its
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ing a recent monthly bﬂl
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ISP to be released with 60-day
lag with base year 2024-25

The new index measuring the output of the
country's services industry, with 2024-25 as the
base year, will be released each month with a
60-day lag, the statistics ministry said in a list of
frequently asked questions (FAQs) on
Wednesday. The first-ever Index of Services
Production (ISP) for April 2026 will be
announced on July 14. The subsequent numbers
will be released on the 29th day (or next working
day in case of a holiday) of every month,
according to the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI). As a
counterpart of the IIP (Index of Industrial
Production), which measures the economic
growth of the industrial sector, ISP will be a new
macroeconomic indicator to measure short-term
changes in the growth of the services sector, the
ministry said in a statement. The conceptual and
methodological framework for compiling ISP was
finalised in consultation with a technical advisory
committee (TAC), which was constituted in May
2025 and headed by Debjani Ghosh of
government think tank NITI Aayog. e



The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) will launch India's first-ever Index of
Services Production (ISP), with 2024-25 as the base year.

e The first ISP for April 2026 will be released on 14 July 2026.
» Thereafter, the index will be released every month with a 60-day lag, generally on the 29th of each

month (or the next working day if it is a holiday).

The ISP is designed to become a high-frequency indicator of the services sector, similar to how the
Index of Industrial Production (lIP) tracks industrial output.

1. What is the Index of Services Production (ISP)?

Particular Details

Full Form Index of Services Production (ISP)

Introduced By Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI)
Base Year 2024-25

First Release 14 July 2026

Frequency Monthly

Time Lag 60 days

Purpose Measure short-term growth in India's services sector



2. Why is ISP Needed?

India's economy has become increasingly service-driven, but until now there was no comprehensive
monthly index measuring the output of the services sector.

The ISP fills this gap by providing policymakers and analysts with a regular measure of service-sector

activity.

3. Objectives of ISP

Objective Explanation

Measure service output Monthly estimation of production in the services sector
High-frequency indicator Track economic activity quickly

Policy formulation Assist the Government and RBI in policy decisions
Economic forecasting Support GDP estimation and trend analysis

Investment decisions Provide timely information to investors and businesses



4. Why is it Important?

Importance

India's largest economic sector

Early economic signal
Better GDP estimation
Policy planning

International comparability

5.ISPvsIIP

Feature

Full Form
Sector Covered
Measures
Frequency
Base Year

Released By

Benefit

Better measurement of services output

Helps detect slowdown or acceleration

Improves national accounts

Enables guicker responses by policymakers

Aligns India with global statistical practices

ISP

Index of Services Production

Services

Output of services

Monthly

2024-25

MoSPI

P

Index of Industrial Production

Industry

Industrial production

Monthly

2022-23 (latest revised base year)

MoSPI



6. Major Sectors of the Indian Economy

Sector Activities

Primary Agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining

Secondary Manufacturing, construction, electricity

Tertiary (Services) Banking, insurance, IT, education, healthcare, tourism, transport,

communication, trade

7.India's GDP Composition (Approximate)

Sector Share in GDP

Agriculture ~16-18%
Industry ~26-28%
Services ~55-60%

Key Point: The services sector contributes the largest share to India's GDP.



8. Major Service Industries Covered

Examples include:

e Banking

e Insurance

¢ Information Technology (IT)
e Telecommunications

« Hospitality

e Tourism

» Healthcare

e Education

e Transportation

e Logistics

» Real Estate

» Professional Services

e Retail and Wholesale Trade

9. Release Schedule

ltem Details
First ISP April 2026 data released on 14 July 2026
Subsequent Releases Around the 29th of every month

Delay 60-day reporting lag



10. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

Particular Details

Constituted May 2025

Purpose Develop methodology and framework for ISP
Chairperson Debjani Ghosh

Associated Institution NITI Aayog

11. Base Year — What Does It Mean?

A base year is the reference year against which future production or output is compared.

Characteristics of a Good Base Year

* Normal economic conditions

* Recent period

» Reliable and comprehensive data

* Free from abnormal shocks as far as possible



12. Related Economic Indicators

Indicator Measures

GDP Total value of goods and services produced
GVA Value added by different sectors

P Industrial production

CPI Consumer inflation

WPI Wholesale price inflation

PMI Business activity in manufacturing/services
ISP Service-sector output

13. Why Does India Need High-Frequency Indicators?

e Monitor economic growth in near real time.
» Help the RBI assess demand conditions.

* Support government fiscal planning.

* Improve investment and business decisions.
» |dentify sector-specific slowdowns early.
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From a gas crater dubbed the “Gateway to Hell™ to

the shimmering marble buildings of its capital,
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former Soviet
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Now. tour agencies in the Central Asian nation

have noticed a recent decr!
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INazir  Al-Sadig
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Egypt from the civil
war in Sudan_ Instead. the
18-year-old died of pneu-

er inmates, his friends and
relatives said.

A high-school student,
Al as detained as
part of what s and
human rights gl\)upl de-

Egypt rejects the claims
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refugees. It took in more
than a million people
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eroding asylum protection.
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p(e\«(o
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ton and detention

current

“Unprecedented” move
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of refu-
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Conservative Keiko Fuji-
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Europe swelters under record-breaking heatwave; France, Spain most-aftected

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Europe struggled to cope
with a record-breaking
heatwave on Wednesday,
with at least 94 million pe-
ople expected to expe-
rience temperatures above
35 degrees Celsius, most of
them in France and Spain.

AFP estimates based on
analysis of forecasts from
the German weather ser-
vice and 2025 population
projections from the Joint
Research Centre suggest
maximum temperatures
will surpass 30 degrees
Celsius for more than 350
million people — more
than two-thirds of the con-
tinent’s population.

The extreme weather -
whose effects have been
made worse by buildings
and infrastructure not de-

CM

signed to cope with high
temperatures - is being dri-
ven by atmospheric pat-
terns trapping hot air.

But a scientific study pu-
blished this week said the
current heatwave was “sig-
nificantly exacerbated by
human-induced climate
change”, without which
the current temperatures
would have been 24 de-
grees Celsius cooler.

The World Health Or-
ganization’s head Tedros
Adhanom  Ghebreyesus
warned on Wednesday
that the heatwave is impe-
rilling the health of Euro-
peans, urging the conti-
nent’s leaders to invest in
making their health servic-
es more climate-resilient.

‘We’re suffocating’
Around 44 million of the
nearly 67 million people in

France are currently under
the highest red alert level
for heat, according to an
AFP estimate.

Average daytime and
nighttime  temperatures
reached 29.8 degrees Celsi-
us on Tuesday — the hot-
test since current records
began in 1947 — with 39 de-
grees Celsius to 41 degrees
Celsius expected on Wed-
nesday from northwestern
Brittany to Paris.

Conditions at schools,
offices and factories have
become unbearable as
temperatures rise, forcing
early closures and em-
ployees to work from
home.

“We’re  suffocating,”
said Nordine El Kaouri, 48,
an automotive worker at a
Renault plant in Douai,
northern France.

“We feel waves of heat.

Under shade: Tourists cross a road holding umbrellas to protect
themselves from the scorching sun in Paris, France, on Tuesday. AFP

Some people even faint at
times. It’s extremely, ex-
tremely hard to keep up at
work,” he told AFP.

On a building site in
London, electrician Harri-
son Hammond, 29, said
bosses had told employees
to take the heat seriously.

But he said it was “a dif-

ferent story” as he tra-
velled home by train to Es-
sex, east of the British
capital, on Tuesday night.
“They had no air condi-
tioning on. Everyone was
really suffering,” he said.
Power outages have
been reported in France,
including in the northwest

department of Finistere,
where high temperatures
knocked out a transformer
late on Tuesday, leaving
about 68,000 households
without electricity.

In the U.K., where tem-
peratures are forecast to
hit nearly 40 degrees Celsi-
us, electricity grid opera-
tor Neso warned that sup-
ply could be squeezed due
to pressure on the system.

Sales of fans and air con-
ditioners have skyrocket-
ed.

French  hypermarket
Carrefour on Monday said
it had sold 30,000 units by
6:30 pm - “a thousand
times more than on a nor-
mal day”, CEO Alexandre
Bompard said.

Engineer Yana Markev-
ich complained about legal
restrictions in the U.K. on
installing air conditioning,

which has been criticised
by some green campaign-
ers for its high energy con-
sumption.

“We already live in a
world where heatwaves
are becoming more in-
tense. I don’t think deny-
ing ordinary people access
to proper cooling in their
own homes is a serious cli-
mate policy,” she told AFP.

Tourism hit

June is a key month for tou-
rism in Europe but popular
landmarks, including the
Eiffel Tower and Louvre
museum in Paris, and the
stainless steel Atomium in
Brussels, have been shut-
ting early because of the
heat.

“Visiting Paris in this
heat is awful,” said Ameri-
can engineer John Beeler,
wearing a fisherman’s hat

and holding a small fan.

Curators at University
College London’s Grant
Museum of Zoology said
some of the thousands of
specimens it houses from
across the world were po-
tentially under threat.

The heatwave is expect-
ed to extend into eastern
Europe in the coming days.

Poland’s weather ser-
vice issued high-level heat
warnings for the western
part of the country from
Thursday to Saturday, and
predicted temperatures
could break the record of
40.2 degrees Celsius set in
1921.

Croatia’s popular Adriat-
ic coast was also put under
red alert for Friday and Sa-
turday, while Hungary said
it was imposing a maxi-
mum level alert from Satur-
day to Tuesday.

AINX



Europe is experiencing one of its most severe heatwaves on record, with France and Spain among the
worst-affected countries.

» Around 94 million people are expected to experience temperatures above 35°C.

* More than 350 million Europeans are likely to face temperatures exceeding 30°C.

» Scientists have linked the intensity of the heatwave to human-induced climate change.

» The heatwave has disrupted transport, tourism, electricity supply, workplaces, schools and public
health systems across Europe.

1. Heatwave at a Glance

Particular Details

Region Affected Europe

Most Affected Countries France, Spain

Population above 35°C 94 million

Population above 30°C 350+ million

Main Cause Persistent high-pressure system trapping hot air ("heat dome")

Climate Factor Human-induced climate change has intensified the event



2. Why is Europe Experiencing Such Extreme Heat?

Immediate Meteorological Causes

» High-pressure atmospheric blocking system.
» Heat dome trapping warm air.

* Dry soil reducing evaporative cooling.

* Warm air masses moving from North Africa.

Long-Term Factors

* Global warming.

* Increased greenhouse gas emissions.
» Urban Heat Island Effect.

» Land-use changes.

3. Climate Change Connection

According to the scientific assessment cited:

Observation Details
Impact of Climate Change Heatwave significantly intensified by human activity
Without Climate Change Temperatures would have been approximately 2—4°C lower

Trend Heatwaves are becoming more frequent, longer and more intense



4. Major Impacts

A. Public Health

Impact

Heat stroke
Dehydration
Cardiovascular stress

Mortality

B. Infrastructure

Sector

Electricity
Power Grid
Roads
Railways

Buildings

Details

Increased cases

High risk among elderly and children

Increased hospital admissions

Greater risk during prolonged heatwaves

Effect

Increased demand for cooling; outages reported

Overloaded due to air-conditioner usage

Surface damage and expansion

Speed restrictions and delays

Higher cooling demand



D. Economy

5. Countries Mentioned

Lower labour productivity.

Reduced construction activity.

Higher energy costs.
Agricultural stress.
Increased insurance losses.

Country

France

United Kingdom

Poland

Situation

Highest heat alert; power outages and school disruptions

Among the worst-hit countries

Temperatures forecast near 40°C; pressure on electricity grid

High-level heat warnings

Red alert along the Adriatic coast

Maximum heat alert issued



6. What is a Heatwave?

A heatwave is a prolonged period of abnormally high temperatures relative to the normal climate of a
region.

India (IMD Criteria)

Plains =240°C
Hilly Regions =30°C
Coastal Areas Based mainly on departure from normal temperature and humidity

7. Heatwave vs Heat Dome

Heatwave Heat Dome

Period of unusually high temperatures Atmospheric high-pressure system trapping hot air

Outcome Weather event



Word of the day

Gingham:

a clothing fabric in a plaid weave

Synony IMS: checkered cotton, woven plaid

Usage: The cozy kitchen featured matching
blue and white gingham curtains.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/gingham

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /d31n.gem/

Word of the day

Estival:

of or occurring in summer

Synonyms: summery, aestival

Usage: The clear blue sky had a distinct estival
feel to it.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/estival

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: ['es.tr.val/

— N
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