Dai[y Cm;ent Afairs

3B e = Bt
P s vy 4 33 it

foce sacis A Sy oty e p e A Y s 0 cns gz
hmw&“&wuaum ¢ 3o werebg o g Eown 00 oftowf 2n

S ¥ 703, 3 7 Bz oA it T A s

6 W T 53 e YR Pt o e e e s
A 4 14 P e e e o e e 4 e e

wbuﬂanEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

inagh epoeiane muw:nm !

MMmm

SE e trail NiA
Juckyscarches in TN

THE
NEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HINDU



5

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

o

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

1

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



R0 d Vi 0 2025—2026

[ By Bhunesh Sir )
Relevant For Exams By

UPSC Prelims, PSC, SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB Among Dthers

What you'll get

& From January 2025 to March 2026
@ 20 high-priority topics

@ Price- 999/- )




!tep I

Welcome to

€ Class24

w1223 0

Step2 7 == Step3 "™

Hi, Abhijeet Kumar Singh Q

CL‘AS_S‘%A ssc u g ssc Railways
[ Pre. mains I
..C,GL «CHSL+CPO - HTSJ]'
FOUNDATIONBATCH STARTS
[ 09 JuLY 2025 [GLERVEAY] Rajasthan
. : e Exams

o3e
FREE

State Exams

Common

1B EXAM




£a1223 O Step 4 @ %m0 41224 © Step 5 @ 5w
&  CommonEx... m Q & Complete... m <

119 2025-2026 - ©

COMPLETE
GK/GS Vo

By Bhunesh Sin

Relevant For Exams By

UPAL Prafies, PSS, S0 Baniieg Tniwey, Dafence, EPFD 1D vasny Drhery

What you'll get W
@ From January 2025 to March 2028 &
@ 20 high-priority topics “

By Bhunesh Sir -,

2 STATIC GK

S HISTORY PRICE “
2 POLITY 1999F 999

“ GEOGRAPHY Class24

< ECONOMICS
< SCIENCE

' Price - 999/‘ ' © clamia

Complete Current Affairs
2025-26 Batch by Bhunesh sir

Umang 360 Yearly Current Complete Current Affairs 2025-2026 by
Affairs Magazine by Bhunesh ... 4 Bhunesh Sir
This batch is designed for learners preparing
for exams conducted by UPSC Prelims, PSCs,
. SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB
Science Advance Batch >

— like SSC CGL, CHSL, GD, RRB NTPC, RAS, PCS,
E[,’ CET. The focus is to help you build a steady
— grip on current affairs that matter across




“Marks remember your effort, but
life remembers your courage to
keep going when no one was
watching.”



Ay
Commrisbns I8, SO0

A AL STAY
30 Indians a
]

vourse Yo pad
Zelensk
reveals Iaté
version of
U.S.<led plan

ed over

weifo b Ansamm disteict
S A, .

ni e s
oI e

Redefining storm
cycle in North

Indiar

Storms becomin

evere, arrviving late

OPINION » PR

Ocean

“®
ArAs TRy
Robit and Kohli sma
hundreds in oponer
SEORT » PARE 18

more

Iseact idendfics
Hamas official i
Killed in Gaza

MUNAL M

ZACRIL, & PR0E ORIl i
e W, o

e sssauit
o (D - ARe 8

Dhaka braces for return of BNP’s
leader ahead of general elections

BNEacUng chalrmai and son.of focmer
inthe i 1 anch

MoVt

M Nmmh 2l g MII!UJL 10, .nm\; gy after nery 18

s Ao exiie

ity

"

placde st Natbosnabing l'uulr

(NPT AT ol

Pl aturn

- IOl Tor
pally wing the otficial

I neh o the paciy'e can

Warsghantuah's Irvbwrim inasdime Mubaremnaid Yianis, i, with aeisng
va. Mr. Ralimun TR« i stvs T RO 1 10 Lt iy i St s ym, A2
Aillod 10 address alpp
v Vst hie umf homw and that a lanee disely Ao s Gl of the
i e numbser of WNP mmporeers  Shelkh Hiusing governnynt
wl & s bt Vo, Me
ovpitativess i e e
uwvl |.. b ar um iy
A e Whees he b scheduled 1o
A Jvelth  Agr e At 4 WUbA e ltost grolitival svent®
ounesd e gladest “he delay iy ie ot of
way  of | M. Walinsan had <o
i terinl Mabwys -| Pangiml, AR o e Ve
in il frea of Bangladunh's wrbubent
syt ¥ sl b
Wever, Ry Apocutation
R T

road, will rem;
b e
bay.

Il R e )

Trwatient due 0 & Dl My it

wok  radng  health - cond don that
Maly THErE wWar axpsectsiine of

PEn e v e Dk e

b Lo
B would return
Trosnie ony Chebntma

.f.,.n over tha
ne .
The BNE Bas furnished o

»

pase

Wit My
ey plans 10

Hindu groups
protest at land
ports in Bengal

ATA
I v lyniing af o
Mol vvmn wn (arsgladesh

11y Wt il Wit

NIy Rt
tons at several land
along the
anglaush barl
Wesinmsikay o Pass &

I the capital

other mwmbis of e i
tonal stunding committes

Mgl
hodiin. 1IN @ gre o
Becutiiber 10, he portiyed
thie NI a4 party ‘hat it
Tounrnery ehighits Wi
i .-..., Wi Kliedkls 1oanions
4 gttt i o
() [

Howws b0 tha cupdtnl and
l\'!ll\"lll»‘ll addittonal buk
I wwhy

by
o kst prodiical
b i
Wovaberia. Vin
€ from polit
o
o

0 ALATEIG, AT KEan
o Mahmud Choudhury,
-mn bty Atvnad,  dab

i Mabimud Tuka and

Fun iathonnal sty and sald,

CWhae anglasesh needs

now W lrger than polive
@ il s

v whvwrw Tnamimn rights are
wwad, Wi grlaral

aluis

0 ARAAR IR

o llmnl Dtiaty HaaN
I

3 awity i &
IMBShOvE TvpIT 04 Do
comber I

States told to abide
by SC order halting
Aravalli mine leases

WEW DL F*
A crtehsin from onvi
Anontal dctivises and sl
Lona 1

o
i raruges coukd

prerneed o o lnhlﬂ. he
Atk

l'v o \W‘I wraihay beniival
. Hocre-

tariaa of ur, i Al
o Gujaiat, asking
b R R
et 's  shirwe thon

ol now

s

1'% Msaiiageisseds)
WiaD s fotised
nu.;( o WILH jr
w will b .mm-m.
.-umuul they  Mric

or vatnn - CrItkAl,

FOMOTOURHY- D1 I ILY
arone wlmm Yhe Ienden)
Wi W

I1 I‘|I|v. uu
R
m..n .q.-. waniatives

P
" wel
that e “ecologhenlly s

Marrted
of Jat sect (o be
d phones

aan
Wi the Workd 1 ding an

Ghris tm].m

ISRO’s LVM3 rocket launches largest
commercial communications satellite

oy bevne bos D bernn bt by
LM (o (etian aisil i
YIVMS Bahubill rochet

i gk b bt (s s

i wa Tl ks onw o i
beut parformancey of any
launeh vohicd otk
arvnn’ D Narsynner !

WINGALLIRL
Tha lodian Space s
ek avon (SR \l.ﬁl l‘l'
TIE Tl ired W
Mie i 4 low wurth ot
RO

Tl

bl

A, o At
Nacundrn Modi sald
St by ieatins. o,
QU MPACE PTOWTAIIT:
froin e mibv
1bes 1 AT LK., 1 gl il Wil LVALL i
axr gendration of the o Latratig. rolluh hoa-
VPl purtarnancs, we af
i 110 founda-
i

from the s

P of the o V.

Spnce Contre -kl i Wurw i Bk
A5 A

communication  satellite,
vk,

3 St ke
wivd 15 ik
< v .

v
il 10 frovide
baned Cutlutay Drowt

v diroctly
molile  sr

poning
b THAS Iy
ity

well el wasindefual
SO
o Mol posted on
X

Muebird blocks mis
s rant of o ghobd |
ot

ly uu.m,.n. warell
ation »m bl
Q) ana s wd video
Chl, eate, wtreaming, and
datn’ for e, e
rywheru, ut ulf e, it fea
e g A2
aldding WL

.(uu
nnmml o

MU

ke o
rlnvml o luw Barth or
¢ 1SHO
N;unymm v aid the

"

Barikot wind ko nw ‘Ninth

Sl Dklsion ol e
hovehiscie

oy 1 bt W by 3 b froarns

Unnao rape survivor urges national leaders to intervene and revoke Sengar’s bail

Allalun t10s
W DELI)

Thhe 2057 L nope survh
foutiissabay ool
|

e e Par

Ary ity Chisleper

0 Honika G ue i
Gl Sy

Woddsusday
Couiuinat all e

W bl Wi
fve ym’uv. lw llll

no-uhnw «
B

hive,” what
WAkl (raeoricia Altor thie
et

MOGQUENE Lo InouE I
nu- MUrVIvor siid she
wabogn Wil hy
I‘vl-vv- ntor Nrerdrs
() M 0 AN o T LAt Ve b .
umw AU Xhah kWil s Gt s Sowae Dbt irs Tumasbay vt Ao
O Tusaday  wvwil

DRI

Hoal 1odtin Clare It o win Dl
" N s video i

vt by wie
nel while

and ubiowsd 19 spank o the
i A ol

vivor | ) being
Wranmed nd Mol by o) rarn sl

har Inakde
wnd i
the o||

e har wiled ey
Wi .......mn gl white
il

. lll#ll L. Wi
nesday. Sha ulh‘unl e
CRIY groraciied Lok s
o vl lv- W.lﬂﬁ tlln W

r o midwwy,

curhy sarvonat | wouse
(ake hav! davaiir to Siib
O MY LAl Witk
Kon b i valile

upconnt tham in - handlea by the Bulhl vl
W COAE Thiy 10w, e ieked 1 sl et
e reqUINEed 1o Do ral. e war Appropeiate

bl granie,
whyiwe w
e g
10 B ATADE e
Okigan Aoy ok of e jall,
o will bl i, vy Filae
nily deacd.’

ol v lswywr
Tl AMEVIVOL Lt e with

the suirviver s
foduened that Mr
[

rated 1o ) U her m.- she
aa (e o

'r
Whins (wefuieatind AU Ciuinlhl Gack dhat e s rebralon
o hulp im And bettar e TOFmMEr WP MLAY Tk boor

Wik e umily wieh the
Pty to figghet (e byl Brist
e and srvise

g 0o dend wockry.”
My Camrntlal wikd




Dhaka braces for return of BNP’s
leader ahead of general elections

BNP acting chairman and son of former PM Khaleda Zia, Tarique Rahman, to arrive today after nearly 18 years in exile
in the UK; Rahman is scheduled to address party members, visit ailing mother, who remains hospitalised in the capital

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

fter nearly 18 years
A in exile in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Ban-

gladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) acting chairman Ta-
rique Rahman will return
to Dhaka on Thursday, for-
mally marking the official
launch of the party’s cam-
paign for the February 12
general election.

According to BNP sourc-
es, Mr. Rahman is sche-
duled to address suppor-
ters and visit his ailing
mother, former Prime Mi-
nister Khaleda Zia, who re-
mains hospitalised in the
capital.

Anticipating a large
crowd, the interim govern-
ment has announced the
elevated expressway of
Dhaka, a major arterial
road, will remain toll free
during the daytime on
Thursday.

Party sources said the
spurt in violence in Bangla-
desh over the past week
did not affect Mr. Rah-
man’s plans to return

|

Bangladesh's Interim leader Muhammad Yunus, right, with acting
BNP chairman Tarique Rahman in London in June this year. AFp

home and that a large
number of BNP supporters
drawn from across the
country are expected to
greet him at the airport,
where he is scheduled to
arrive aboard a Biman Ban-
gladesh aircraft around
midday on Thursday. Mr.
Rahman left Bangladesh
during the interim rule of
2007-08, after he was im-
prisoned and later flown to
the UK. to seek medical
treatment due to a deterio-
rating health condition.
There were expectations of
his return to Dhaka imme-

diately after the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina government
on August 5, 2024. Yet, Mr.
Rahman took around 15
months to return to Dhaka.

‘Biggest political event’
The delay in the return of
Mr. Rahman had created a
buzz among the observers
of Bangladesh's turbulent
contemporary politics. Ho-
wever, ending speculation,
he announced on Decem-
ber 16 at an event in Lon-
don that he would return
home on Christmas.

The BNP has furnished a

Hindu groups
protest at land
ports in Bengal

KOLKATA

Protests over lynching of a
Hindu man in Bangladesh
continued in West Bengal with
members of a pro Hindu
organisations holding
demonstrations at several land
ports along the
Iindia-Bangladesh border on
Wednesday. » PAGE 4

house in the capital and
purchased additional bul-
letproof vehicles for Mr.
Rahman to campaign in
the coming weeks.

Mr. Rahman's return is
being described by the
BNP as the biggest political
event in its calendar, espe-
cially when Khaleda Zia
has been absent from polit-
ical rallies that have been
managed by other senior
leaders like Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir, Amir Khas-
ru Mahmud Choudhury,
Salauddin Ahmed, Igbal
Hasan Mahmud Tuku and

other members of the na-
tional standing committee
of the party.

Mr. Rahman has not yet
spoken to the press but has
expressed his opinion
about the current situation
in Bangladesh on social
media. In a post on ‘X’ on
December 10, he portrayed
the BNP as a party that suf-
fered human rights abuses
during the Sheikh Hasina
era, but argued that the
suffering had not led to
“bitterness”. He pitched
for national unity and said,
“What Bangladesh needs
now is larger than politics.
We envision a united coun-
try where human rights are
guaranteed, where plurali-
ty of opinions is wel-
comed, where Opposition
is a healthy part of democ-
racy rather than a threat,
and where no one is erased
for their beliefs.”

Mr. Rahman also
grieved over the assassina-
tion of Sharif Osman Hadi
who was shot on Decem-
ber 12 and passed awayina
Singapore hospital on De-
cember 18.



Aspect

Year of Formation

Founder

Historical Context

Role in 1971
Liberation War

Ideological
Orientation

View on
Secularism

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)

Formed in 1978

Ziaur Rahman (former President & Army
Chief)

Emerged after military rule; aimed to
counter Awami League dominance

Did not exist during the Liberation War

Bangladeshi nationalism, centre-right,
conservative

Emphasises Islamic values with
nationalism

Awami League

Formed in 1949

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Originated during Pakistan period; led
language movement and independence

Led the 1971 Liberation War and
independence of Bangladesh

Bengali nationalism, secularism, centre-left

Strong emphasis on secularism and pluralism



Relationship
with Military

Key Leaders

Political Base

Years in Power

Total Years in
Power
Foreign Policy
Tilt

Current Status

Historically closer to military
establishment

Ziaur Rahman, Khaleda Zia,
Tarigue Rahman

Urban middle class, conservative
voters

1979-1982, 1991-1996, 2001-
2006
~15 years

Traditionally closer to China,
Pakistan

In opposition; leadership issues
and exile

Civilian-led mass movement party

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Sheikh
Hasina

Rural masses, minorities, progressive
groups

1972-1975, 1996-2001, 2009-present

~20+ years

Strong ties with India; balanced global
diplomacy

Ruling party (as of mid-2020s)



- Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) acting chairman Tarique Rahman is returning to Dhaka after nearly

18 years in exile.

. giteTeer AeAfae urel (steaut) & BRIGRY rezer difRes IEHT amaTT 18 ast & fAaid & d1¢ &ThT wle 8 &l

- His return marks the formal launch of BNP's campaign for the upcoming general elections.

- 3! Aot 3Tt 3H gATd & fag deadt & sitaaRes AT AT B QB3 JIHT 1T ET 8

- Tarique Rahman is the son of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.

- AR FEHH gd gemHat Efeer S & g7 1

- He had been living in the United Kingdom since 2007 after leaving Bangladesh during the interim

government period.

- q 2007 ¥ 3faRH IRBR & ERME IMARLl B & 1 YATSes fhTsH A E R 2|



Political Background
- Bangladesh politics is dominated by two major parties, BNP and Awami League.

» GITATSRI T AT HZAd: &) Gel—ateAdt 3R rarHt dfim—grT fAfaa

- BNP is led by Khaleda Zia, while Awami League is associated with Sheikh Hasina.

- Yt @1 A Fnfeie {57 wdt & safds rarHt @i A= g3t 3 et 1

- Sheikh Hasina's government fell in August 2024 following political unrest.
- 3R 2024 A Asiifdes 3renifd & g1g 21 gHIAT IRBR BT I g3

- An interim government is currently overseeing the political transition.

. TEHH B TP 3afiH TIBR Tsitads TEHT dbt AR 62 38 21

Significance of Tarique Rahman’s Return
- His return is being described as the biggest political event for BNP in recent years.

- 39! qut B g1 b aul 7 Fheadt Hf FaR g8t A5aP TS adr 31 ET 2

- The move is expected to energise BNP cadres and supporters nationwide.

- 39 BeH F 2onR W dieAut Brfcarai i anefs! § Ig 91 &) 3wl 81

- Security arrangements have been strengthened in Dhaka ahead of his arrival.

« 3T ANTHA F UEA BThT H Y& TS Hat &l 118 2|

- Large public gatherings are expected during his address to party members.

- Uit rfaatait ot dalftia da THT 98 FATHE B Il 6t 51 E 2



Related Developments
- Khaleda Zia remains hospitalised in Dhaka and is expected to be visited by her son.

- F1fore 3 3andt erast ® 3ruater ® wal € 3R 39% IF gRT 373 HATdhTd 6t THTaAT 2|

- Political tensions continue in Bangladesh amid reports of violence and protests.

- & 3k fader yeefY &Y e & dta aiarder / Asifdds a-ra a=1 gan 21

« Human rights concerns and political polarisation remain key election issues.

- HFAIE®R 3R A ydtaor gara & YHE He 99 g 8|

Exam-Relevant Facts
- Bangladesh follows a parliamentary form of government.

. gireTder B HHEH 2ma WoTTe! 21

- The President of Bangladesh is the ceremonial head, while the Prime Minister holds executive power.

- TG el W Isgufd tuaniRes U gld & Safd ardfdd BrIGR Afad WerHz1 & I gdl &1

- BNP was founded by Ziaur Rahman, father of Khaleda Zia.
- it &Y AT fFaT3R A A &t oft 3t wfeer forar & afd 2

- India-Bangladesh relations are sensitive to political changes in Dhaka.

- 31T H ASTHIae ulRad HRA-aiere el et U3 yiTd Sidd &



Q. With reference to Bangladesh politics, consider the following statements:
Tarigue Rahman is associated with the Bangladesh Nationalist Party.

He is the son of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.

Bangladesh currently follows a presidential form of government.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

e (a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



ISRO’s LVM3 rocket launches largest
commercial communications satellite

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) placed
the BlueBird Block-2 satel-
lite in a low earth orbit
(LEO) on Wednesday.

The Launch Vehicle
Mark 3 (LVM3) lifted off
from the second launch
pad of the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Srihariko-
ta at 8.55 a.m., and 15 mi-
nutes later, placed the sa-
tellite in the intended
orbit.

The ISRO accomplished
two milestones with this
mission as it was able to de-
ploy the largest commer-
cial communications satel-
lite in a low earth orbit,
and the BlueBird Block-2
satellite, weighing 6,100
kg, became the heaviest

payload to be launched by
LVM3 from Indian soil.

“LVM3 Bahubali rocket
M6 launch vehicle has suc-
cessfully and precisely in-
jected the BlueBird Block-2
communication satellite in
the intended orbit. This is
the first dedicated com-
mercial launch for a cus-
tomer from the U.S.,” ISRO
Chairman V. Narayanan
said. The BlueBird Block-2
communication satellite,
developed by AST Space-
Mobile in the U.S., is part of
a next generation of the
communication satellites,
designed to provide space-
based cellular broadband
connectivity directly to
standard mobile smart-
phones.

“I am extremely happy
to announce the perfor-
mance of the orbit that we

have got is less than two ki-
lometres. This is one of the
best performances of any
launch vehicle in the global
arena,” Dr. Narayanan said.

Display of reliability

Wednesday's success de-
monstrated the reliability
of India’s space pro-
gramme, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said. “Po-
wered by India’s youth,
our space programme is
getting more advanced and
impactful. With LVM3 de-
monstrating reliable hea-
vy-lift performance, we are
strengthening the founda-
tions for future missions
such as Gaganyaan, ex-
panding commercial
launch services and dee-
pening global partner-
ships. This increased capa-
bility and boost to

self-reliance are wonderful
for the coming genera-
tions,” Mr. Modi posted on
X.

“BlueBird block-2 mis-
sion is part of a global LEO
constellation to provide di-
rect-to-mobile connectivi-
ty through satellite, This
constellation will enable
4G and 5G voice and video
calls, texts, streaming, and
data for everyone, eve-
rywhere, at all times. It fea-
tures a 223m? phased ar-
ray, making it the largest
commercial communica-
tions satellite ever de-
ployed into low Earth or-
bit,” the ISRO said.

Dr. Narayanan said that
the LVM3-M6 mission was
the 104" launch from Sri-
harikota and also the ninth
successful mission of the
LVM-3 launch vehicle.

New horizons: ISRO's LVM3 lifts off carrying the Bluebird Block-2 satellite from Sriharikota on
Wednesday, AFP



Parameter

Country
Space Agency
First Launch
Status
Category
Height
Lift-off Mass

Payload to LEO

Payload to GTO /
Beyond

Fuel Type
Human Rated
Key Mission

Reusability

IN LVM3 (Gaganyaan)

India

ISRO

2014
Operational
Heavy-lift
~43.5m
~640 tonnes

~10 tonnes

~4 tonnes (GTO)
Solid + Liquid +
Cryogenic

Yes

Gaganyaan (Human
Spaceflight)

No

Us Space Launch
System (SLS)

USA

NASA

2022
Operational
Super heavy-lift
~98 m

~2,600 tonnes

~95 tonnes

~27 tonnes (TLI)
Liquid Hydrogen +
Liquid Oxygen

Yes

Artemis (Moon &
Mars)

No

CN Long March 5

China

CNSA

2016
Operational
Heavy-lift
~57 m

~870 tonnes

~25 tonnes
~14 tonnes (GTO)

Liquid Hydrogen +
Liquid Oxygen

Planned
Space station, Moon

No

RU Energia

Russia (USSR)
Roscosmos (USSR era)
1987

Retired

Super heavy-lift

~60 m

~2,400 tonnes

~100 tonnes
~20+ tonnes (TLI)

Liquid Hydrogen +
Liquid Oxygen

Yes
Buran Space Shuttle

No




« ISRO successfully launched the BlueBird Block-2 satellite using the LVM3 rocket from Sriharikota.
- SR A 2itgRbIeT A LVM3 dbe & HIEH A &ods saildb-2 IUUE BT Aol Y&IT fasa|

- The satellite was placed in Low Earth Orbit with high precision.

- 3UUE B! I A<IPbdl & A1 fA+ gedt e & enfad faam mm|

- This is the largest commercial communications satellite ever deployed in Low Earth Orbit.

- UE 39 dP BT I 9871 dMfvifadds TaR IUUE ¢ o =1 gedt wam A enfaad fasar T |

- The satellite weighs about 6,100 kg, making it the heaviest commercial payload launched by ISRO.
« 3UYE BT IS AT 6,100 fHaTI™ g, 51 33 ST BT Jad WRT a1foifodies Ueils g41aT &1

Launch Vehicle and Mission Details

- The launch vehicle used was LVM3-M86, also known as Gaganyaan-class heavy lift rocket.

- TRIRT V0T AT LVM3-M6 2T, 51 T Soft a1 MR 9ayaoT A1 Mt deT STaT 2|

- The launch took place from the second launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre.

- T&9UT Jel1er & 3faRker bg & gar dig ds J g3l

« This was the first dedicated commercial launch by LVM3 for a foreign customer.

- Jg LVM3 gRI fdsdt fac et umges & fae ugan Iufid arfoifsias wargor ol



About the Satellite
- BlueBird Block-2 has been developed by AST SpaceMobile of the United States.
- S[dS &AIdb-2 IUUE b1 fdwr 3MRET Bt AST SpaceMobile duHt gRY fasar T 21

« It is part of a global Low Earth Orbit constellation for space-based cellular connectivity.

- Ig 3ialer senfRa Aiage wAfdefact 8q dfede LEO darHse & = 8l

« The satellite enables direct-to-mobile broadband connectivity without ground towers.

- IE &= st et & e Marsw gisds wAfaefact wer war gl

« It supports 4G and 5G voice calls, data, messaging and video streaming.

- UE 4G 3R 5G a1ad ®id, 2e1, AAGT 37 9 Fifam & gam g41ar 21

Significance of the Mission
- The mission demonstrates the reliability and heavy-lift capability of LVM3.

- Jg fAerd LYM3 &t faeag-taar 3ik widt deils &dr &t wefeid &dm 2|

« It strengthens India’s position in the global commercial launch services market.

- Ug dfedes aifvifse garaur Jaisft A wRd $ fR&fd & ggg Bar gl

+ The success supports future missions like Gaganyaan and deep-space launches.

- I B! A 3R TR siaer sl & fag snem Hargy adt 21

« It aligns with India’s vision of self-reliance in space technology.

- g fafRer et & srafniar & HRd & gfediv & 3 sy 1



- LVM3 is ISRQO'’s heaviest operational launch vehicle.

. LVM3 33 BT Jga YR Ufarei T&qor I 2|

- Low Earth Orbit lies roughly between 160 km and 2,000 km above Earth.
- {71 gedt e gedt & @M 160 I 2,000 fasHt 3H5aTg a gidt &1

- India’'s commercial space launches are facilitated through NewSpace India Limited.

- R & dfoifsdds 3idRel gaqur R0y gfsar frfics & Areaw 3 fu 3 &1

- Satellite-based mobile connectivity is crucial for remote and underserved regions.

- 39YE eMRA ATSe bAfacfdct qearst 3R dfda &3 & fag Agayuf &1



* With reference to ISRO’s LVM3 launch,
consider the following statements:

* LVMS3 is capable of launching heavy
payloads to Low Earth Orbit.

* BlueBird Block-2 satellite is designhed to
provide direct-to-mobile connectivity.

* The satellite was launched into
Geostationary Orbit.

* Which of the statements given above
are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Dowry is a cross-cultural
evil, says Supreme Court

The court directed States and Union govt. to consider curriculum changes, reinforcing that parties

to a marriage are equal; and ordered the prompt appointment of Dowry Prohibition Officers

NEW DELHI

erming dowry a

“cross-cultural

evil” cutting across
religions, the Supreme
Court has said in a judg-
ment that the “social stra-
tegy” to marry daughters
to “higher status families”
has come at a great cost to
the rights of women.

In the present case, a
20-year-old girl died as her
parents could not meet the
demand for a colour televi-
sion, a motorcycle, and
15,000. The judgment by
a Bench of Justices Sanjay
Karol and N.K. Singh said
“she was apparently only
worth that much” for her
in-laws.

“This practice of marry-
ing ‘higher up' traces its
origins to caste and kinship
along with, to use a collo-
quial term, the ‘baggage of
the samaj’ (society) that
comes with it. Since li-
neage is traced through the
patriarchal line, the desire
to marry daughters into
equal or higher status fami-
lies ensured that their
offspring retained or en-
hanced the family's stand-

ing. Hypergamy thus be-

This practice is, at the

maost basic level. at
odds with the values enshrined
in the Constitution, i.c., the
Constitutional ethos of justice,
liberty, and fraternity, and more

particularly, Article 14,

which guarantees equality

before the law
JUSTICE SANJAY KAROL
Supreme Court

came both a social strategy
and a religiously sanc-
tioned norm,” Justice Ka-
rol, who authored the re-
cent judgment, observed.

Noting that although the
Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961 sought to prohibit the
practice, dowry has per-
sisted in society, This social
evil, the court said, has
slipped through the statu-
tory definition cloaked as
“gifts” and “social expecta-
tions”.

“This practice is, at the
most basic level, at odds
with the values enshrined
in the Constitution, i.e.,
the Constitutional ethos of
justice, liberty, and frater-
nity, and more particular-
ly, Article 14, which gua-
rantees equality before the
law and equal protection

of the laws, a principle di-
rectly undermined by a
system that treats women
as a source of financial ex-

traction,” Justice Karol
said.

The court also detailed
how Muslim families, par-
ticularly in urban centres,
have begun adopting dow-
ry as a “status marker and
as part of competitive mar-
riage negotiations”.

Dowry has replaced or
overshadowed mehr, with
Muslim women losing an
important bargaining tool
to face greater economic
vulnerability.

“This undermines the
original Islamic intention
of empowering women
through property owner-
ship, as the dowry fre-
quently ends up under the

control of the husband or
his family,” Justice Karol
wrote,

Directives to govt.

The court directed the
States and the Union go-
vernment to consider
changes to educational
curricula across levels,
reinforcing the Constitu-
tional position that parties
to a marriage are equal to
one another, and one was
not subservient to the oth-
er as sought to be esta-
blished by giving and tak-
ing of money and/or
articles at the time of
marriage.

The court ordered the
prompt appointment of
Dowry Prohibition Officers
in States, and public access
to their details. It said pol-
ice officers and judicial of-
ficers dealing with dowry
cases must undergo pe-
riodic training and sensiti-
sation.

The court requested the
High Courts to take stock,
ascertain the number of
pending dowry cases, and
enable their expeditious
disposal. The court or-
dered the copy of the judg-
ment to be circulated
among the High Courts.




Aspect
Ancient practice
Medieval period

Colonial period

Post-independence

Present nature

Details

Voluntary gifts (Stridhan) given to bride for
her security

Social prestige and alliance-building

Property rights imbalance increased dowry
demands

Commercialisation = coercion and violence

Systemic social evil linked to patriarchy &
consumerism



Parameter
Legal term
IPC Section
Annual dowry deaths

Average per day

Victim profile

Nature of death

States with high cases

Details

Dowry Death

Section 304B
~7,000-8,000 per year
~20 women

Mostly married women within 7 years of
marriage

Burning, hanging, poisoning, suspicious
circumstances

Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan



Crime Type

Dowry Death
Cruelty by Husband
Dowry Demand

Abetment of Suicide

Domestic Violence

IPC / Act Section
IPC 304B

IPC 498A

Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961

IPC 306
DV Act, 2005

Description

Death within 7 years +
cruelty for dowry

Physical/mental cruelty
Giving or taking dowry

Linked to harassment

Civil protection & relief



Law

Dowry Prohibition Act

Indian Penal Code

Evidence Act

Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act

Year

1961

1860

1872

2005

Key Provisions

Criminalises giving, taking &
demanding dowry

304B, 498A, 306

Section 113B presumption of
dowry death

Civil remedies, protection orders



Provision
Evidence Act 113B

Condition
Burden of proof

Nature

Presumption

Court presumes husband/relatives
caused dowry death

Death within 7 years of marriage
Shifts to accused

Rebuttable presumption



Case Name

State of Punjab vs Igbal Singh

Kans Raj vs State of Punjab

Arnesh Kumar vs State of Bihar

Rajesh Sharma vs State of UP

Social Action Forum vs Union of
India

Year

1991

2000

2014

2017

2018

Key Judgment

Defined essentials of dowry death
Caution against roping in all relatives

Prevented automatic arrests under IPC
498A

Addressed misuse of 498A

Balanced protection vs misuse



- The Supreme Court termed dowry a “cross-cultural social evil” cutting across religions and

communities.

- Jafed AR A Gast bt el 3R TR & UR bl “3idR-TRpidd JMHIE RIS" FaTrT|

- The court held that dowry violates the constitutional values of equality, liberty and dignity.

- RIS A BET fds g1 IHMAT, Wd=ar 3k TRAT 3 Jddenfad et 6T Sewed wal gl

- The judgment was delivered by a Bench comprising Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice N.K. Singh.

- Jg Ao =rawfd Id5ra B 3k =Rfd gA.%. &g 6t uts grr i@ mam

Constitutional and Legal Observations
- Dowry is inconsistent with Article 14, which guarantees equality before law.

- G&sT AT B TG 14 B fGog & 51 BHA b JHE IHFAT 6l TRE ST &

- Treating women as a source of financial extraction undermines constitutional morality.

- AIZaT3if Y 3mfelcs 2NSUT BT JTeMA ATHAT Adenfae Afdddr bt BHSIR BdT &

- The court noted that dowry persists despite the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961.
- TR A Bl fdb gaat fAser fEfFam, 1961 & d1dsg gast Ul SR &



- Dowry has been normalised as a “social strategy” to marry daughters into higher-status families.

- &1 B AfeA) b 3T ISR TR It URARY B faarg &1 “IJmifsies 3ura” g4T1 f&ar m=am 21

- The practice has roots in patriarchy, caste hierarchies and hypergamy.

- S YT oY 3718 T, Sifd @rarer 3k gewiH # 8|

- Dowry is often disguised as gifts or social expectations to evade the law.

- BT A g1 & fAT G831 B 3UER AT AMIMSIs raens3fi & TU A GURIT F1dT &|

Observations on Religious and Community Context
- The court observed that dowry has spread even in communities where it was historically absent.

« AT A gl o g&sT 34 el & vt ther T 2 gt ag efdeif@se ®u d 7t e

« In Muslim families, dowry has overshadowed the concept of mehr.

- AfH URaRY & gas1 A AgR &Y ae/RoT &Y Ui e G 21

- This shift increases economic vulnerability of women.

- ST A3 Y 3nfels 3RRAT gadl &1



Directions Issued by the Supreme Court

- States and the Union government were directed to consider curriculum changes promoting gender

equality.
« Y 3R Fg TBR B Al THHAT B AT &4 & IIGIHH R dGATd WR faar &7 &1 fAder faar mam

« The court ordered prompt appointment of Dowry Prohibition Officers in States.

- ITATAY A A1 A a1 Ay fEras1iay &bt ofte fFAfaa a1 anger féam

« Police and judicial officers handling dowry cases must undergo periodic sensitisation.

- GRS AT A 512 Ufe ik =nfae sifereiRat @ fAafaa gagaeiaar wfiaror &A1 g

- High Courts were asked to review pending dowry cases and ensure speedy disposal.

- I AT B wfdd G851 AT @t FHIEN B cdlRd fAuer fAfedd & @1 g1 |

Exam-Relevant Facts
- Dowry Prohibition Act was enacted in 1961.

- geat Aty afefaawm o 1961 ® @y fasan mam

« Dowry death is covered under Section 304-B of the IPC.
« G831 §g MRATT €8 Hfgar &t amr 304-at & 3farfa st 21

« Protection of women's dignity flows from Articles 14, 15 and 21.

- HigaT3i oI TRAT BT TReUT AT 14, 15 3R 21 A Fdferd 2

« Social reform through education is recognised as a constitutional obligation.

- f2iem & wream @ IS YR B Fdenfic gifda AT T 2|



e With reference to the Supreme Court’s
observations on dowry, consider the following
statements:

* The court described dowry as a cross-cultural
social evil.

 Dowry was held to be inconsistent with Article 14
of the Constitution.

 The Dowry Prohibition Act was enacted in the
year 1971.

e Which of the statements given above are
correct?

e (a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3
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Why manufacturing has lagged in India

India’s manufacturing sector underperforms compared to China and South Korea, partly due to public sector wages that raise costs and reduce competitiveness;

despite growth in private industries like software and services, India sees limited technological upgrading uneven wage growth, and increasing inequality

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rahul Menon

reason why India has lagged
behind certain non-Western
economies — such as China and
South Korea — desplte starting
from roughly equivalent positions early in
the 20th century is the relative
underperformance of its manufacturing
Sector. WhiIeChmaandSmntheahm

manufacturing in India’s GDP has
remained relatively constant over time
and has recently lost ground to services.
In a recent discussion of his book A
Stxth of Humanity, economist Arvind
Subramanian explained why India has
been unable to industrialise to the extent
of China or South Korea. In his view, high

nnlmgndxﬂimleorthesecwrtommm
competitive, thus hindering its expansion,

Mr. Subramanian used a theoretical
frameworklmmasmc ‘Dutch disease’
to examine this outcome,

What is the Dutch disease?

The Dutch disease refers to a
phenomenon where an economic
windfall can often transiate into negative
outcomes in other sectors, such as
manufacturing, It was initially coined to
explain how the discovery of the
Q'um@ngasﬁddsmwSQaﬁecmd

Dutch manufacturing.

The theory goes as follows: imagine an
economy where a substantial holding of
some natural resource — such as ofl or
another important mineral — is
discovered. This would lead to a rise in
wages as the sector bids away labour from
other sectors, raising the economy-wide
wage rate, Moreover, exports of the
resource would lead to an apprecation of
the currency, increasing imports and

other price-sensitive exports.
These effects would hurt domestic

manufacturing, which would be
outcompeted by cheap imports from
abroad and, at the same time, become
relatively in foreign markets.
But how would the Dutch disease apply
to non-tradeable goods, such as
government services? Suppose an
economy expands its government sector
and sets high wages for its workers.
Manufacturing would then find it hard to
meet these wages at its given bevel of
productivity. Increased demand from
government employees — due to higher
Incomes — would raise prices of domestic
goods. Under a regime of free trade, this
would boost demand for cheaper
imports, reducing demand for
domestically manufactured goods even if
the nominal exchange rate does not
change. The real exchange rate would
appredate due to higher domestic prices.
The Dutch disease model can be used
to outline such a process in which the
expansion of one sector leads to reduced
outcomes for other sectors through price
movements. In this model, the Indian
State’s policy choices to raise salarfes in
the public sector negatively affected
manufacturing and can be seen as one of
the reasons why the process of structural
transformation in India has stagnated.

GETTY WAGES

Question of technology

One problem is that the framework was
initially used to analyse the effects of a
windfall discovery, not the effects of
policy. The relatively higher salaries
cannot easily be compared to the
discovery of an oil field, because one is a
by a democratically elected government,
while the other is a natural endowment,

One could argue that while the nature
of the economies — one with a strong
public sector and one with a natural
resource endowment — is drastically
different, the effects are the same and
operate through the same channel ofa
real exchange rate appreciation, But
turning the question around offers
another way to view the problem. If high
government salaries were initially a
problem, why did technological growth
not occur over the long run to make
manufacturing more productive to
sustain higher wages?

The theory of ‘induced innovation®
holds that labour scarcity and high wages
can induce technological and
capital-biased growth. The economist Sir
John Habakkuk hypothesised that
19th-century Britain grew faster than the
U.S. because of its relative scarcity of land

and labour. Economic historian Robert C.
Allen states that Britain's high wages
ensured the need for technological
Innovation, which led to the Industrial
Revolution occurring there rather than on
the continent. In more contemporary
times, Nobel laureate Daron Acemogiu
used this to explain why automation led
to faster productivity and wage growth In
economies like Germany, Japan and South
Korea - with an ageing labour force -
while automation restricts wages in
countries like the U.S., with a larger
labour force.

Limits of wages

An analysis of India’s development story
must focus on the nature of technological
change and on why the private sector
growth has not transkated into rising
wages. The question is stark in India’s
fast-growing services and software
industries. Entry-level salaries at major
Indian software giants have shown little
growth since the 2000s, despite the
retreat of the State, the proliferation of
markets and the rise of private sector

A case can be made that India's
modern software unicorns - such as
Swiggy, Zomato, Blinkit and Ola — rely on
India’s abundant labour reserves rather
than representing genuine technological
upgradation,

The Indian private sector has
undoubtedly shown significant levels of
dynamism and growth. But this growth
has been lop-sided, as the rapid increase
in inequality has shown us. If public
sector salaries kept wages higher earlier,
it is legitimate to ask why manufacturing
has not responded with an adequate level
of technological change to ensure
productivity growth, Did government
intervention prevent the ability to adopt
new technology? Or did manufacturing
become addicted to the reserves of cheap
labour and not invest In technological
upgradation, leading to a relative
stagnation over time?

Rahul Menon is associate professor at O.P.
Jindal Global University

THE GIST
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India has lagged behind China
and Scuth Korea becsuse the
share of manufacturing in
India‘s GDP has remained
rolatively constant and has
recently lost ground to
services, limiting productivity
and income growth.

A4

High government salaries drew
workers away from
manufacturing, ratsed
economy-wide wages and
prices, and led to a real
exchange rate appreciation,
makdng manufacturing less
competitive.

w

Despéte private sector
dynamism, manufacturing
failed to respond with
adequate technological
upgradation; instead, growth
relied on abundant labour
reserves, leading to lop-sided
growth, rising inequality, and
stagnation in wages and
productivity.



- India’s manufacturing sector has underperformed compared to China and South Korea despite similar

starting points.

- A YRM® Rfd & 91as[g WRA &1 fafamtor &= a7 3ik gfaror Sikan &t go1 § wHSIR @ 8|

- The share of manufacturing in India's GDP has remained stagnant and recently declined.

« HRd & TPl Bc], 301G | fafATor & fgRieRt IR 8 3R e H ae Wi g 81

Role of Public Sector Wages

- High government salaries raised economy-wide wages beyond manufacturing productivity levels.

» I BRI ddq A IATGehdT A s ffaRe-F31 Al 9l &l |

- Higher wages increased production costs, reducing manufacturing competitiveness.

» 3f&fes HaTgd A ITG @nTd 91 3R faffrtor ufdzaef &H g3

- Workers were drawn away from manufacturing towards secure public sector jobs.

- oiffep fafanfor & g JRfaid TR AbRAT B 3R Thied gul



Dutch Disease-Like Effect

- Expansion of the public sector increased domestic demand and prices of non-tradable goods.

- JdAP &7 & faaR J R-ATUR I a3 &6t AT 3R HiFd gai|

- Rising domestic prices caused real exchange rate appreciation.

+ BRe] P! | gfg A aRdfde fafing R & TREAT g5 |

- Appreciated currency made manufactured exports less competitive globally.

- H3gd gl & BRYT fafafid Aafd dfede TR R & ufdwef g g

Technology and Innovation Constraints
- Manufacturing failed to adopt adequate technological upgrading over time.

- fafamator &7 Iua & T2 9T dpAld! 39 981 B JBTI

- High wages did not translate into productivity-enhancing innovation.

« it AT A IAGH AT deT Tl TaTaR I~ &l g3l

- Growth relied on cheap labour rather than capital- and technology-intensive methods.

- faTa T 9 R 3menfRa T, 7 & gt 3k ddHls W



Contrast with East Asian Economies

- China and South Korea combined wage discipline with technology-driven industrial policy.

- T 3R SfEToT BIRAT A AR TR B! dbAtds-3neiRa sitenfies Hifd & sier

- Manufacturing expansion there led to productivity growth and rising incomes.

- I8 fafamfor fazar @ 3cdreasar 3R 3mr gAY 98|

- India lacked similar coordinated industrial transformation.

- ¥Rd ® 01 gAfad 3itenfiies ulRad= 7t g arml

Service-Led Growth Limitation

- India’s growth increasingly relied on software and services rather than manufacturing.

- YR &1 gfg TTredR 3R Jaisi wr 31fdie ik g s

- Service sector growth created inequality due to limited employment absorption.

- Jq1 &7 &t gfg I HfAd AR & BRUT AJHAAT dEt|

- Manufacturing’s job-creating potential remained underutilised.

- ASTR JT4 &1 &HdT a1t fafarTor g3 g3 avg Iuah 481 g1 Jah7|



Distributional and Social Impact

- Entry-level wages stagnated while high-skill incomes surged.

-+ BT TR DI HIgd RBR & STafds Ie-ablere 3 dsit J et

- Rising inequality emerged as a structural outcome of growth pattern.
- I gfg-Ued TRTIHB AT BT BROT g7

- Lack of manufacturing jobs limited broad-based income growth.

- fafamfor FieRal & HHt A @ue 3 gfg aiferd g8

Exam-Relevant Facts

- Manufacturing is critical for structural transformation and demographic dividend.

- TTTATHP URad 3R STAFiIfEBRT 7™ & fae fafanior srcid 3made gl

- Manufacturing-led growth historically drove industrialisation in East Asia.

- gaf gferar & sftenfirchas<or 1 3merR fafnfor-anenfia gfE &t &1

- Real exchange rate appreciation can hurt export competitiveness.

- aRAfd fafag g & a1 fAafa ufdwaef &) Jewm ggardt &l

- Technology adoption is central to sustained productivity growth.

- G wIfdd IdTgdHdT gig & fig dd-1db! 3TFMET ATaIH & |



Agriculture (%)

Manufacturing
(%)

Services (%)

Key Structural
Insight

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

2025 (Now)

~24%

~19%

~18%

~16%

~15%

~15%

~16%

~17%

~16%

~15%

~14%

~17%

~46%

~52%

~55%

~58%

~61%

~58-59%

Agrarian base,
services emerging

IT & telecom boost

Services-led growth

Manufacturing lag
Pandemic impact

Manufacturing
revival




Sector

Agriculture

Manufacturing

Services

~2000

~24%

~16%

~46%

~2025 (Now)

~15%

~17%

~59%

Trend

4] Declining share

1] Slow recovery

1| Dominant sector




Dimension

Structural shift

Employment paradox
Manufacturing gap
Services strength

Policy response

Observation

From agriculture - services (skipped manufacturing phase)

Agriculture employs ~40% but contributes ~15% GDP
Below East Asian benchmark (25—-30%)
IT, finance, telecom, trade

Make in India, PLI, Gati Shakti



e With reference to India’s manufacturing
performance, consider the following statements:

* High public sector wages raised economy-wide
costs affecting manufacturing competitiveness.

* Real exchange rate appreciation can reduce the
competitiveness of manufactured exports.

* India’s growth has been predominantly
manufacturing-led in recent decades.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3




Geopolitical shocks
hurt crude the most
and gold the least

RELATIVE SENSITIVITY OF ASSETS

Gold Silver

US treasury Crude
security oil

C‘Wr -

1.92

Source: RBI December bulletin

GOLD HAS REAFFIRMED
its traditional role as a
safe haven asset amid
global geopolitical
turmoil, shows an
article in the RBI's
December bulletin
using a simulation-
based sensitivity
framework, reports FE
Bureau. In contrast,
crude oil is the most
sensitive to
geopolitical shocks,
consistent with its
exposure to supply

2,31 | 10.9

disruptions and
regional conflicts.
Silver is more volatile
than gold due to its
industrial demand, but
far less sensitive than
oil. Moreover, US
treasury securities
exhibit a steady rise

in volatility with
increasing
geopolitical risks,
reflecting their role as
a flight-to-safety asset
during global
uncertainty.




Trade with the Kiwis
Bilateral merchandise trade (FY25): $1.3 bn

Key exports:
ATF, textiles,

Key imports: Wood, steel and
aluminium scrap, coking coal, turbojets,

and agrifanimal products (shorn wool,

pharmaceuticals,
machinery,
BExports  Imports  petroleum products
Services trade (2024): ¢S CONCLUDED IN JUST
Exports:$634 mn MMM NINEMONTHS, THiS
HISTORIC MILESTONE
imports: $611 mn I REFLECTS A STRONG
. POLITICAL WILLAND
SHARED AMBITION TO
What'’s in FTA DEEPEN ECONOMIC
X > : TIES BETWEEN OUR
® NZ's average applied tariff (22%
in 2025) to fall to zero after FWO COUNTRIES "
implementation % Narisidis
® india offers market access on 'l-f" 'y Modi,
70.03% of tariff lines, covering 95% ? : ! prime
of NZ's exports by value; 29.97% = Minister,

tariff lines excuded

® The big gainers in India: Textiles
and apparel, leather and headgear,
ceramics, carpets, automobiles
and auto components

® Apples, kiwifruit and manuka honey
from NZ subject to TRQ, MIP and
seasonal limits, balancing consumer
choice with farmer protection

= Exclusions mainly include dairy, most
animal products, select vegetables &
pulses, sugar, artificial honey, fats &
oils, arms & ammunition, gems &
jewellery, and copper

India

Mobility
provisions

& Minimum 20 hours/
week work permitted
for students in NZ

® Extended post-study
work visas for STEM
graduates

milk albumin, apples, kiwifruit)

€CINDIA IS THE WORLD'S
MOST POPULOUS
COUNTRY AND FASTEST-
GROWING ECONOMY,
AND THAT CREATES
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
JOBS FOR KIWIS,
EXPORTS, AND
GROWTHY

Christopher |
Luxon,
Prime
Minister,
New Zealand

= 5000 professional
visas in IT, engineering,
health care, AYUSH,
yoga, music and Indian
cuisine for up to 3 years

= 1,000 working
holiday visas, granting
multiple entries
in 12 months

The FTA is expected to be signed in 2-3 months after legal scrubbing, and to come into force within
six to seven months. New Zealand will need parliamentary approval.



MAJOR TRADE
AGREENMENTS OFINDIA

Free Trade Agreement (FTA) With A free trade
Neighbouring Countries agreement is a

comprehensive deal )

=) India-Sri Lanka FTA between countries, - Others:

= India-Nepal Treaty of Trade offering preferential ® India-Australia Economic Cooperation

= India-Bhutan Agreement on ":z: ;:; ’:ii ::,‘gi‘:"' i and Trade Agreement (ECTA)
Trade, Commerce, and Transit o negative et ckkng M India-Thailand Early Harvest Scheme (EHS)

specific products ®m India-Mauritius Comprehensive
Reaqi | ETA’s of Indi and services. Economic Cooperation and Partnership
Agreement (CECPA)

= India ASEAN TrOde in GOOds Agmment (11): 10 ITn EHS precedes an FTA/CECA/CEPA, where
ASEAN countries + India negotiating countries select products for

- South Asia Free Trade Agreement (7): India, tariff liberalisation, paving way for broader
Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, trade agreements and fostering confidence.

and the Maldives

., Global System of Trade Preferences Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs)

(41 countries + India)
[—Partners in a PTA grant preferential access to

specific products by lowering duties on agreed
tariff lines, maintaining a positive list of
BECA/CEPA is broader than FTAs, addressing regulatory, products eligible for reduced or zero tariffs.
trade, and economic aspects comprehensively, with CEPA !
having the widest scope including services, investment, ~' Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA):
etc while CECA mainly focuses on tariff and TQR rates Bangladesh, Ching, India, S. Korea, Loo PDR,
negotiation. J Sri Lanka, and Mongolia

~ SAARC Preferential Trading Agreement
(SAPTA): Same as SAFTA

' India-MERCOSUR PTA: Brazil, Argentina,
Uruguay, Paraguay and India

'~ India's PTA with Chile, Afghanistan

' CEPA with UAE, South Korea, Japan
-~ CECA with Singapore, Malaysia




National Consumer Day and
Consumer Commissions in
India



National Consumer Day,
observed on 24th
December, highlights the
importance of consumer
rights and protection in
India.

It also draws attention to
growing delays in
consumer commissions,
where rising case backlogs
and structural gaps are
undermining timely justice




= Types of Consumer Commissions in India: The CPA, 2019 promulgates a three-tier quasi-judicial
mechanism for redressal of consumer disputes namely district commissions, state commissions and

national commission, each with defined pecuniary jurisdiction.

The District and State Consumer Commissions are set up by State Governments with Central approval,
while the National Commission is established by the Central Government.

© These bodies offer an alternative dispute-resolution mechanism and do not replace civil courts.

Consumer
Commission

Consumer
Redressal

District
Disputes
Commission

State
Disputes
Commission

Consumer
Redressal

Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC)

National

Pecuniary Jurisdiction

Up to Rs 50 lakh.

Above Rs 50 lakh and
up to Rs 2 crore.

Above Rs 2 crore.

Composition

(District
equivalent)

President
Judge or
and Members.

President (Either a
sitting Judge or a
retired Judge of a High

Court) and Members.

President (sitting or a
retired Judge of the
Supreme Court or a
sitting or a retired Chief
Justice of a High Court)
and Members.

Appellate Authority

Appeals lie to the State
Commission.

Appeals lie to the
National Commission.

Appeals lie to the
Supreme Court.






India’s Consumer Rights:
Upgraded for the Dlgltal Age

g Consumer © : l&. Consumer
= Protection N4> Protection
Act, 1986 S Act, 2019

# Limited totraditional @
s goods & services £

Regulator
No central
regulatory authority

A New Era of . D
Consumer Protection ‘o) Product Product Liability
 Liability Makes manufacturer,
The 2019 Act ke i b
Modernises y Focus on National
Consumer Rights “Digital fZem Complaint e Day
It specifically brings e-commerce Justice” k.‘—m Filing 24 DECEMBER
and online marketplaces under Filing at where the
the scope of consumer law. seller is located
7 Dispute
y /@\ Resolution
World Traditional Igyerd
consumer courts
Consumer The 2025 theme aims

H for effi d speedy
Rights Day case d(i:slggtsglnthrough <= Detail

15 MARCH online systems. _m Digital fiercress blings




CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT, 2019: A MODERN SHIELD FOR CONSUMERS

BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVE: EVOLVING WITH THE DIGITAL MARKET

1986 =) 2019
ACT ) ACT

Addresses e-commerce & digital challenges.

Focuses on timely protection & effective redressal.

X

¢

WHO IS A CONSUMER?

R

OFFLINE PURCHASES
(Stores)

ONLINE

TRANSACTIONS
(E-commerce)

DIRECT SELLING

MULTI-LEVEL
MARKETING

Buys goods/hires services for
consideration (paid/promised).
Covers ALL transaction types.

o

NS

7

KEY CONSUMER RIGHTS

(THE SIX PILLARS)

sk CONSUMER
REDRESSAL | AWARENESS

Fundamental protections
guaranteed by the Act.

3

A

NATIONAL
COMMISSION accessibility.

/ STATE
COMMISSIONS
DISTRICT COMMISSIONS

4 (O —

DISPUTE RESOLUTION:
Time-bound disposal &
alternative mediation option.

THREE-TIER

AN

QUASI-JUDICIAL SYSTEM
with defined pecuniary
jurisdictions for

ENFORCEMENT & REDRESSAL MECHANISMS

UNFAIR TRADE

PRACTICES

MISLEADING
ADVERTISEMENTS

CCPA

(Central A
Consumer 8“
Protection
Authority) VIOLATIONS

AFFECTING

PUBLIC INTEREST

© @

MISLEADING ADS &
PRODUCT LIABILITY: Strict
norms & accountability for harm.

FN

N

( DIGITAL ACCESS
UNFAIR PRACTICE

<~ E-DAAKHIL

. PORTAL R

L=

E-DAAKHIL: Electronic fil
for remote access to just

[ conmmacr &

EXCESSIVE
PENALTIES

UNREASON
CHARGES

UNILATERA

TERMINATI

UNFAIR CONTRACTS:

Expanded scope to cur

disadvantageous term:

SIGNIFICANCE: A robust, consumer-centric legal framework strengthening enforcement and adapting to digital realities.



= Judicial Pronouncements:

> Indian Medical Association vs. V.P. Shantha (1995): The Supreme Court held that the services that are
being provided by medical practitioners will fall within the ambit of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986.

» Ambrish Kumar Shukla vs. Ferrous Infrastructure (2016): Clarified pecuniary jurisdiction, considering the
total claim value (product cost and compensation) for determining the court level.

» Ganeshkumar Rajeshwarrao Selukar & Others vs. Mahendra Bhaskar Limaye & Others: The Supreme
Court (SC) of India urged the Centre to set up permanent adjudicatory bodies for consumer disputes,
emphasizing that consumer rights are constitutionally protected and need a stable framework due to
gaps in implementing the CPA, 1986.




India’s First PPP-
Model Medical
Colleges




* India has announced its first-ever PPP-model
medical colleges in the tribal districts of Dhar and
Betul (Madhya Pradesh).



What it is?

 India’s first medical colleges under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model are being set up in tribal-dominated districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

» Four such colleges are planned (Dhar, Betul Katni, Panna), linked with existing district hospitals to strengthen both medical
education and public healthcare delivery.

What is the PPP model?

» Public-Private Partnership (PPP) is an arrangement where the government and private sector jointly provide public infrastructure
or services.

« The private partner invests in construction, management or operations, while risks and responsibilities are clearly shared, and
payments are linked to performance standards.



Types of PPP models:
1.BOT / DBFQT (Build-Operate-Transfer / Design-Build-Finance-Operate-Transfer):

Private entity designs, builds, finances and operates the asset for a fixed period before transferring it to the government.
2.0Operations & Maintenance (O&M): Private player manages and maintains public assets for a shorter contractual duration.

3. Lease-Develop-Operate-Maintain: Existing public assets are leased to private entities for development and operation during the
concession period.

Government incentives for PPP:
» Viability Gap Funding_(VGF); Capital grant of up to 40% of project cost to improve financial viability.

« India Infrastructure Project Development Fund (IIPDF): Financial support for feasibility studies and project structuring.

 [IFCLfinancing: Long-term debt support for infrastructure projects with long gestation periods.

» FDI support: Up to 100% FDI permitted in most PPP sectors through the automatic route.
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Umang 360 Yearly Current Complete Current Affairs 2025-2026 by
Affairs Magazine by Bhunesh ... 4 Bhunesh Sir
This batch is designed for learners preparing
for exams conducted by UPSC Prelims, PSCs,
. SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB
Science Advance Batch >

— like SSC CGL, CHSL, GD, RRB NTPC, RAS, PCS,
E[,’ CET. The focus is to help you build a steady
— grip on current affairs that matter across




Word of the day

Exigent:
a need or demand that you must deal with
immediately

Synonyms: urgent, pressing, alarming

Usa g€ The situation was exigent and
needed quick action.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/exigentpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /eks1idzent/
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