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“If it feels lonely, you're
not lost—you’re ahead.”
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SC status ‘only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs’

Top court says conversion to any other religion
will lead 1o loss of Scheduled
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SC status ‘only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs’

Top court says conversion to any other religion

will lead to loss of Scheduled Caste status

Krishnadas Rai |

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday held in

a judgment that a
person professing any reli-
gion other than Hinduism,
Buddhism, or Sikhism
should not be considered a
member of a Schedule
Caste community.

The court concluded
that conversion to any oth-
er religion would result in
“immediate and complete
loss of Scheduled Caste sta-
tus from the moment of
conversion, regardless of
birth".

A Bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra
and Manmohan invoked
Clause 3 of the Constitu-
tion (Scheduled Castes) Or-
der, 1950, which mandates
that “no person who pro-
fesses a religion different
from Hinduism shall be
deemed to be a member of
a Scheduled Caste”. The

Sikh religion was added to
the ambit of Clause 3 in
1956. The provision was
further amended in 1990
to include persons profess-
ing Buddhism.

“This bar under Clause
3 of the Constitution (Sche-
duled Castes) Order, 1950
is categorical and abso-
lute,” Justice Mishra, who
authored the judgment, in-
terpreted the 1950 Order.

Appeal by convert

The court was hearing an
appeal filed by Chinthada
Anand, who was born a
Hindu-Madiga (Scheduled
Caste) but converted to
Christianity to become a

Or.

Mr. Anand had filed a
case under the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act of 1989 after
he alleged that he had suf-
fered repeated attacks and
caste slurs.

The Andhra Pradesh

Petitioner filed an appeal under the SC Act of 1989,
alleging he suffered repeated attacks and caste slurs

|dentity question

The top court said that a person professing a religion other than
those mentioned in Clause 3 cannot be part of a scheduled caste

® Clause 3 of the
Constitution {Scheduled

® The Sikh religion was added to
the ambit of Clause 3 in 1956

Castes) Order, 1950,

mandates that 'no

person who professes

a religion different

from Hinduism shail be

deemed to be a member
_ of a Scheduled Caste'

High Court, in a decision in
April last year, quashed the
criminal proceedings on
the ground that Mr. Anand
could no longer claim pro-
tection under the 1989 Act
as he professed Christiani-
ty. The High Court was of
the view that the caste sys-
tem was not recognised in
Christianity.

The top court drew at-
tention to the term “pro-

® The provision was further
amended in 1950 to include
persons professing Buddhism

= The top court obseryed that the

bar in Clause 3is ‘categorical

and absolute’ /

fess” in Clause 3 of the 1950
Order.

“The term ‘profess’ con-
notes to publicly declare or
practice a religion. its es-
sence lies in the open avo-
wal of one’s religious be-

liefs in a manner
discernible to the public at
large. It is not merely a
question of personal belief
or private conviction, but
requires an outward manif-

estation of one’s faith.
Christianity, by its very the-
ological foundation, does
not recognise or incorpo-
rate the institution of
caste,” Justice Mishra
agreed with the High
Court.

The top court said a con-
vert who did not profess
any of the three religions -
Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Sikhism - in Clause 3 of the
1950 Order could not claim
any “statutory benefit, pro-
tection, reservation or en-
titlement” of a Scheduled
Caste (SC) member. Justice
Mishra said the bar admit-
ted no exception.

“A person who profess-
es and practices such reli-
gion for personal, social
and spiritual purposes can-
not, in law, assert member-
ship of a Scheduled Caste
for the purpose of securing
statutory benefits. The two
positions are mutually ex-
clusive and contrary to the
Constitutional  scheme,”

Justice Mishra observed.

A person claiming to
have “re-converted” to
Hinduism, Sikhism, or
Buddhism must “cumula-
tively and conclusively es-
tablish” clear proof of his
earlier caste; provide cred-
ible and unimpeachable
evidence of bona fide re-
conversion to the original
religion; and show satisfac-
tory evidence that mem-
bers of his original caste
have accepted and assimi-

lated him into the
community.
The court said renuncia-

tion of the new religion by
the convert should tran-
slate to the actual adoption
and observance of the cus-
toms, usages, practices, ri-
tuals, and religious obliga-
tions of the original caste.

Scheduled Tribes Order
The judgment also dealt
with the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order,
1950, which did not pre-

HC had held that the petitioner could not claim
protection under SC Act as he is a Christian now

scribe religion-based exclu-
sion as in the case of the
Scheduled Caste communi-
ty. Justice Mishra said a
person could claim bene-
fits under the Constitution
(ST) Order, 1950, only if he
or she continued to belong
to that particular tribe “in
substance”.

“1f, due to conversion or
long-term abandonment of
tribal customs, his/her tri-
bal identity is in doubt,
that question becomes a
factual matter to be deter-
mined at trial... If it is
proved that the person in
question has completely
renounced himself from
the customs, rituals and
other traits of his tribe, and
has assimilated into the
converted religion follow-
ing the practices and cus-
toms of that particular reli-
gion, a reasonable
inference can be drawn
that such a person shall not
be considered a part of the
tribe,” the court held.



Core Ruling | 7&a fAufa

e Conversion to any religion other than Hinduism, Buddhism, or Sikhism results in immediate and
complete loss of Scheduled Caste status

o feg ud, dlg ud a1 & v & sretrar fBt 3 v & wwiaror & srggfera sifd o1 gstf gid 3R qof ©u @ Jurea
HESIGIE

e« The bar applies "regardless of birth" — ancestral SC status becomes void upon conversion

o U Ufdey "ST BT wRarg fby feAr" @ grar @ — ywfaRer ©R gdsii $t SC fe3ifd o= 8 Sirdt 2

Constitutional Basis | GduTfde 3muR

e Clause 3 of the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 mandates that no person
professing a religion different from Hinduism shall be deemed a member of a Scheduled Caste

o Hfde (3ggfad Sfd) 3me2r, 1950 &1 &g 3 I 31820 dT & foh &g v & =1 uH &Y AT dTefl I Aferd
YT STfd T Jeg T8l /AT S

e 1956 Amendment: Sikh religion added to Clause 3
e 1956 HeAH: G& uH oI @ 3 H Sirer man

* 1990 Amendment: Buddhism added to the ambit
o 1990 H2THA: dig uH Pl G | ST T



Case Background | ATHa &I q&yfa
Petitioner Details | afa@raral &1 faavor

Chinthada Anand — born as Hindu-Madiga (Scheduled Caste)

fRferer 31Te — fig-TRM (e SR 3 o & o=

Converted to Christianity to become a pastor

418 U H yH{dR0T b uTedt a9

Filed case under SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 claiming repeated attacks and caste
slurs

SC/ST (3ramaR fAaron) 3ifaffaw, 1989 & dgd ATHAT SRR fhdT, IR-aR g9« 3R Sfama mfea) &1 3R
SUIE]

Court Proceedings | =TT &1 BrRIaTs!

Andhra Pradesh High Court (April last year) quashed criminal proceedings
ATH T2l I ATy (foset aef 3rker) 7 3maRifes Griare 3 & &
Reasoning: Petitioner could not claim protection under SC Act as he professes Christianity

dds: ATfesTepal SC AfUfTaH & T&d Y& BT ardT T&l X Hebdl ailfd a8 SHTS YH Pl HIHdT &

HC observed: Caste system is not recognized in Christianity

HC 7 Per: €41 uH W SITfd sgawT &Y AT=dT 78l &



Supreme Court's Interpretation | Jafea ~IrITea &Y AT

Bench Composition | @& &Y deaT

« Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra (authored the judgment)
o ATIHfA weria R A (e fon)

« Justice Manmohan

o T FAATEA
Key Legal Interpretations | 553 STt ATEATq

On the term "Profess" | "H1AAT" 2reg WR:

« Connotes publicly declaring or practicing a religion

o HdIAE U F uH B GG BT AT IHHT T B
Essence lies in open avowal of religious beliefs in a manner discernible to public at large
it B & uififes faearal B geft whgfa ¥ fifda &

Not merely personal belief or private conviction — requires outward manifestation of faith

o Pac aferd fdearg ar Ao uron 78 — 3mzen & ared afvafa sngeas &

On Christianity and Caste | a1$ wif 3ik onfa w:

« Christianity, by its theological foundation, does not recognize or incorporate the institution of
caste

o $uré ud, 3t wififes g & R, Sifa dwen &Y wrgar 78 &t an enfAe 78 Hvar

« Two positions (practicing religion for spiritual purposes AND claiming SC membership for
statutory benefits) are mutually exclusive

o 2 fEfaa (smanfare 32ea} & forg ud &1 ure 3R dunfie amil & fav SC wewar &1 2rar) R fadndt €



Re-conversion Provisions | qaeH{avor graum
Requirements for Reclaiming SC Status | SC feifd q: " 3 &t ard

A person claiming to have "re-converted" to Hinduism, Sikhism, or Buddhism must: ﬁguﬁ, &% ud ar
g ud # "YTHIaROT" BT &TaT PR dTel A feRd Bl

1. Cumulatively and conclusively establish clear proof of earlier caste Jd STifd &1 Tt YHTUT H<RiT 3R
fuifas wu & werfia &Ar g

2. Provide credible and unimpeachable evidence of bona fide reconversion to original religion HcT

yif i Fgrqquf qefaRor &1 faeawHa iR 3febred JHIOT AT 8

3. Show satisfactory evidence that members of original caste have accepted and assimilated him
into the community Falssid THTUT ST 81T o HeT STifd & Fedl 4 39 A H WIBR 3R 3THATT B
far g

4. Renunciation must translate to actual adoption and observance of customs, usages, practices,
rituals, and religious obligations of the original caste & &I Hdl Siifd & Afd-Rarsii, gemsi, s
IR uTfies il & arafde B F 30AM 3R uTed & § uRafdd T arfey




Scheduled Tribes Order Provisions | 3igfeid SHsTId 31122l & UG
Religion-Based Exclusion Not Applicable | ¥-3marfia afgsszor any 78t

e Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950 does NOT prescribe religion-based exclusion
(unlike SC Order)

o Hfdum (3FGfed SHSTlA) 31me2r, 1950 UH-3maTRa afgsseor fAufRd T8t sear (SC 3meer & faudta)

» A person can claim benefits under ST Order only if he/she continued to belong to that particular

tribe "in substance"

o BIS Afd ST 3122 P dgd AT BT &TaT Tt B JebdT & 519 dg 39 Ay Senfd T "ARa:" Feferd 8

Test for ST Status | ST fRaifa & feig wdieror

¢ |f due to conversion or long-term abandonment of tribal customs, tribal identity is in doubt —
becomes a factual matter to be determined at trial

o I yHATaRoT g1 ST HfF-Rarstt & Sefarfas aRaanT & SRoT ST Tgar |y § — df 98 gbeH 3
frutfRa far S areT aeares AHaT a9 ST €

o If person has completely renounced customs, rituals, and traits of tribe AND assimilated into
converted religion — reasonable inference that such person shall not be considered part of the
tribe

o I Afdd A STeTfd & Afd-Rarsit 3R farsarsi &1 gofa: @m o 8 ik vnfalRa ud & s s g — a
3ferd sy fos U aafary ) SASTTfd &1 fear 981 9T S




Historical Background | Xfaerfas geyf

Evolution of SC/ST Reservations | SC/ST 31R&vT &7 fasra

Year/ad
1936
1950
1950
1956

1990

Development/fa®sr

Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order under Government of India Act, 1935 —
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order issued under Article 341/ #7=5< 341 dgd dfay
Original order restricted SC status to Hindus only / 9 3ime2r ¥ SC feaifq Sae fégi as wifi
Sikhs included via Presidential Order amendment / Irsgafd 3m&er Weiu & Anaw § f&ET &

Buddhists included (following Dr. Ambedkar's mass conversion movement of 1956) / ¥

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's Role | 7. dt.31R. 3rga & yfiar

1956: Led mass conversion of approximately S lakh Dalits to Buddhism at Nagpur
(Deekshabhoomi)

1956: ArTgR (famifR) A @mim 5 ara afcal &1 dtg wi § wnyfEe yifavor &1 g fsar
Rejected Christianity and Islam as foreign religions

£418 u 3iR gxe @) faeft ud wras st fasar

Chose Buddhism as it was of Indian origin and rejected caste hierarchy

dtg u P AT FIfP g IR TeT &1 AT 3R SAfd TTgehH B 3RdIbR Par o7

This 1990 amendment specifically addressed Neo-Buddhist community

1990 &7 gg HeiyA faehy vy & 7a-adtg T & oy en



Constitutional and Legal Framework | Hduifdd 31k ST 2@

Relevant Constitutional Provisions | Wiftie Sidunfae graem

Article/3 5% Provision/dTay™

Article 341 President may specify castes/races/tribes as Scheduled Castes for a State/UT /*
Article 342 Similar provision for Scheduled Tribes / 3/feid SIHSIAAT & oI THM HraH™
Article 341(2) Parliament may by law include/exclude any caste from the list / TH<& B gRT fd
Article 15(4) State can make special provisions for SCs/STs / I5a SC/ST & foig fa2Is graum &
Article 16(4) Reservation in public employment for backward classes / fiss amf & fag ardsifie

Article 46 Directive Principle — promote educational and economic interests of SCs/STs / f

SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 | SC/ST (3R fAarvr) rfufiam,
1989

Provides criminal penalties for atrocities against SC/ST members

SC/ST Wi & fHel® JATEIRI & iy ITRIfES <& BT Yrau™

Amended in 2015 and 2018 to strengthen provisions

IIGHTAT BT Holgd A & feig 2015 37k 2018 # FHenfed

Protection available only to those who legally qualify as SC/ST under respective Orders

Y& Pael 3% 3UcTed] B oIl Yaftid a2l & dgd Bt BU J SC/ST & BU H 3&dT U Hd &




Ongoing Debates | Te &t 989

1. Dalit Christian/Muslim Reservation Demand afcid $3T$/qf%eTH 3TR&T0T I 7Tl
e Various groups demanding extension of SC status to Dalit converts to Christianity and Islam
o Tt woE STE 3R SReH ¥ ynfaRe afeidl B SC 1 asT & B 7T R @ ¥

e Ranganath Misra Commission (2007) recommended extending SC status to Dalit Christians and
Muslims

o AT ST 37T (2007) A Efcid H1SAT 3R GHARAT BT SC T &off & bl RFpTiRer bl
2. Sachar Committee (2006) H=R HfAfd (2006)

e Highlighted socio-economic backwardness of Muslims

o HHHMI bl ATHTSTE-31Tfefe fTesud ®I 39K fdsar

3. Justice K.G. Balakrishnan Commission (constituted 2022) =Imawfd &.Sft. STeigsoM 30T (2022 &
Tf&d)
e Examining demand for SC status to Dalit Christians

o &fcid $ATSAN BT SC BT GoTf & Bl HiTT B ST 1 I&T 2

Counter Arguments | ufd-ad
e SC reservations based on caste-based discrimination inherent in Hindu social structure
o SC 3R feg amifSies WRedT # fAfgd Sifd-smurfa Yema W smurla @
¢ Christianity and Islam theoretically reject caste system
o 1€ U 3R Fx@™ AGifdd Bu I Sfd e S 3HR Fd 8
o Extending benefits would dilute purpose of affirmative action

o M BT fIFdR TBRIHD BPRATS &b 3£9T BT BHSIR B



States with Significant Christian Population | AUl $HIE SHHSAT AT I5T

Socio-Economic Context | Am1fies-3nfefes depf

‘ - . o State/AToy Christian Population % /518 SHw@T %
Population Statistics | AT 3163

Nagaland 87.9%

Category/4vft Percentage (Census 2011)/ufaerd (S=momET 2011)
Mizoram 87.2%

Scheduled Castes 16.6% of total population / T STHHET F1 16.6%
Meghalaya 74.6%

Scheduled Tribes 8.6% of total populatio A BT 8.6%
% i Bl popetion| 39 Manipur 41.3%

e . . : Z
Christians 2.3% of total population / @e1 &A1 &1 2.3% Kerala 18.4%

Ground Reality Issues | STHI-T gdhiba B IH=Te
« Caste discrimination persists even after conversion in many communities

o ynfawer & qre it ¢ Faamal § Sfara Yeura S @
» Separate graveyards for Dalit Christians in some areas Immediate Effects I ATeBIfeid YT

Implications of the Judgment | %aet & fAfgaref

o o5 aal o gfoa $argal & A sem sfawam 1. Persons who converted from SC to other religions (Christianity, Islam, etc.) cannot claim: SC @
« Social exclusion continues based on original caste identity 31wt (ST wed, e 3fe) F lafta eafarr arar € @ W

o T SR YEEH ¥ YR R WIS afeepr o 2  Reservation in education / fefam & 3maor
 Reservation in government jobs / Tz Atasfal # e

« Protection under SC/ST Atrocities Act / SC/ST 3cTER HfufFay & dgd FRam
Geographical Distribution | ¥imfa® faazor « Other statutory benefits / 3= uTfs &t

States with High SC Population | 35 SC ST a1et W59 2. Children of converts also lose SC status if they follow the converted religion wfafial & a= ¥t SC
&1zt @ &d & afg 3 vlafia wdf &1 e ea @

State/I=4 SC Population %/SC FHHEAT % L
Long-term Implications | Stefaifere fAfgare
Punjab 31.9% » May deter religious conversions among SCs
Himachal Pradesh  25.2% o SCs & dtg wififes ynfawor & galemiEd av wabar &
West Bengal 23.5% « Strengthens link between caste identity and Hindu/Buddhist/Sikh religious identity
o o ggar 3k Rg/dte/ e wifife yzam & dg ddu @) oy ard
Uttar Pradesh 20.7% R
* May lead to legisiative challenges or amendments
Haryana 20.2% o Ut gAY ar HommA) &1 BROT 97 FhaT €



Question: Under Clause 3 of the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, which of the
following religions are recognized for determining Scheduled Caste status?

HoA: Hfdyu™ (3gfad Srfd) 3mel, 1950 & &g 3 & ded, 3ggfad Siifd oI fefd FufRd o3 & ey A=fefed §
A BT I U 71T UTed 22

1. Hinduism only / &ad fég ud

2. Hinduism and Sikhism only / ddet fég ud 3R &9 ud

3. Hinduism, Sikhism, and Buddhism / feg ud, @ ud 3R dtg uH

4. Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and Christianity / fég uH, @ ud, dig ud 31k $ar8 uH



Exam & Date / gdtam 3t fafer Question / We7

UPSC Prelims 2025 (May 2025)  No direct question on SC status and religious conversion was .

Note / A1e: After thorough verification of UPSC Prelims 2025 question papers, no exact question
directly matching this specific topic (SC status loss upon religious conversion or Clause 3 of
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950) was found. The topic of SC/ST reservations,
Constitutional provisions, and related matters are frequently asked, but this specific Supreme Court
judgment is from recent news and is more likely to appear in UPSC 2026 examinations.

However, related questions on Constitutional framework for SC/ST have been asked in previous
years:

Exam & Date /qftan 3R fafd  Question / wed

UPSC Prelims 2018 Which Article of the Constitution empowers the President to specify

UPSC Prelims 2019 The power to include/exclude any caste from SC list lies with: / SC §

Key Terms for Revision | giRTadls & felq 457 2reg

Term / 2% Meaning / 37¢f
Profess | AT To publicly declare or practice a religion / TTdwif® w9 J uH HI 1
Bona fide / Wgrayuf Genuine, in good faith / aRafas®s, Gg@ J

Mutually exclusive / W&R fakitt  Two things that cannot exist together / 2 =ioi &Y U H12/ &1 81 9
Reconversion / gAHmiazor Returning to original religion / % v & arowt

Presidential Order / Irgufd 37221 Order issued by President under Constitutional authority / Hdwn
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How BioPharma SHAKTI can transform

1olog1cs w1th

nammal models |

bislopo
counterparts, biosimilars.
w1y
Diclogics. h% 10 Bnd s annack dhe comerous celb Bhophiarma STAKTY sl supports wiiich require grecter attestion
towards The berast cancer-on-chip model blosimilars  scncric yersbons of | Fom the govemment. One chalenge Iy
systwries sich as onganoids, d this tusour In the biodoglcs Tesene enginecred omce potere wvengreering, which allows the
crgan o s chip, and 30 laby, et the mathars of the 2004 sty the original product goes off exsclive of an original o
which are dertved from humam cells and perfused T-cells hrough & to obeerve be For examgle, e
than tepbeane baiman bl wore wheser they cosidd prswr the tane | PAlCIL onerer regulatury intravnina foem o the cancrs drig
BTy, oun i e Ak, bos | acljmstments are involved heee. rstumab was approved ks 2000, the
reatmen benefit and pocerol which reguire greater attontion | manufacturer later a
thuman refevant models risks without animals. from the goyermment subcutaneces 4 sepecate
These models are collectsd under the These models can abo reduce oty petere. Becawe of this prolonged market
Teeres s anknal a2 P  Chea per Diossssilar versions
nlmuedwﬂn&mm.em thy P m‘ and were noc avadlable wntl 2008,
o animaly, For A 2019 amadysts in Drug . With un ouSey of 0,000 Thefore being
up-.m-u.x pubiided a roadmap to | Diwesery Todoy estimated dee erote, Biophares can poureide Tricadrllars slso Tuve 30 teceive 2 nod
phiase cut ankmal experimens and could lower e necessary backing. froun the Cenral Deugs Ssandard Control
promuose the adopeion of NAMs, costs by *1 thimk the best use of these funds RSO0, s’y apes
Thanks oo e New Oraggs and Clisdead 30265, Thery sleo firesd thw timne required | would be not o devedop & siegle preduct | sogalatony body. Thesw spprovils ae
{Amendment) Rules 202, Indla s far lead when but 00 bulld systems that based o0 sex puidelines;
abo promeotang the we of NAMS in the identify 2 pevenixing drug candidate from | companies 10 do so,” Dr. N added. gudetines aee sl in draht form.
duvekoprment of sovel drge. a podd of sslecubes, cosdd drop by 195, “The cileae p e “While Ructia Bus Tven: ugulatiog its
their potential semalns ustapped in the also 3 challenge in Indla™ N dra biostmia 0
doman of teologics and blosimilars. Putwre of bologhos Chirmule, C50 of M, mmplemersation has been slow,
“Blalogics are bighly speciic,” Even i NAMS are procmbing they | Bologhcs, sald. “Akhough thare b an and regubecey n
Univershy of ook are nok as accessdbile s anioal systems. ncrease o the sumber of sartops aod validaoed NAM models b
Sarfaraz Ness soid. “They bind 1o More than %0 academic Libs m Ind are MEMES 3 Sologios (supporsed by DET. still evolving. I this
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1. BioPharma SHAKTI is a new Union Budget 2026-27 initiative aimed at making India a global

biopharma manufacturing hub.

arRiBMT 2IfaRd Union Budget 2026-27 @1 T 48 Ugd &, {SidT 3228 URd &) dfedd arNwemT
ﬁqamﬁﬂgamgl India Budget +1

e The Budget provides an outlay of 10,000 crore over the next five years for biologics and

biosimilars.
g5 ¥ qrRiAifsiad 3R arifaffad & fae snme ute asf & 210,000 B &1 Waen- faar man 21
India Budget +1
e Its broader goal is to strengthen domestic production capacity, reduce dependence on
imports, and improve India’s role in high-value pharmaceutical manufacturing.
SI®T AP A&T T, 3G &HdT 9T, 3TATd R fnial B1 &A1 3R 3w-Joa sHiRfecha
fAmTor & YR 61 fAHT HSTgd BIATE]  indie sudget +

2. The article argues that BioPharma SHAKTI can transform biologics by encouraging a shift from

animal testing to non-animal, human-relevant models.
A BT db & f ariemT 21fdd animal testing @ non-animal, human-relevant models @1 3R g&dT@
! geTa1 &R biologics &7 &l d&d Jhdl 21
e These models include organoids, organ-on-chip systems, and 3D bioprinting.
g Hisdl ? organoids, organ-on-chip systems 3iR 3D bioprinting 2nfAd &1
e The central idea is that human biology is often better reproduced by such systems than by

animal models.

7% faar ag € o5 wra fadh) &t 0 G 3rawR Ul Aisdl ol ga-T & dgd? o7 & gelfd £l



5 b (R~ ) - -~ ~g ——

3. Biologics are large, complex medicines produced using living cells, and they are increasingly
important in treating chronic diseases.
Biologics 92, 3ifed 3itueityr 3aure g1a & it sitfad Bifererait &t Agrrar @ 991¢ si1a 8, 31k chronic
diseases & 3UTR H 37T HEcd ATNAR 9@ IET &1 Press Information... +1
e They include monoclonal antibodies, vaccines, and insulin.
" monoclonal antibodies, vaccines 3iR insulin 2nfAd &1
e They are especially relevant for diseases such as cancer, autoimmune disorders, and other

non-communicable diseases.
3 fadly 9 A cancer, autoimmune disorders 3iR 31_T non-communicable diseases & fdg
ngl India Budget +1
4. The article highlights an important scientific problem: animal models do not always reliably
predict human safety and efficacy.
AW T Hgwdqul deAlfAds THIAT 1 ifdsd daT &: animal models ER2AT AT JRE&MT 3R TMTadhIRAT BT
faeaa=ta 3rgHE &l e urd |
e A drug may appear safe or effective in animals but fail in humans.
®13 gar g3 ? qRfera a1 rdl 3@ bt 8, dfdsa Aqsl A fawat &) It &1
e This is particularly important for biologics because they interact with human immune and
cellular systems in complex ways.

I biologics & faT fady ¥u & Hgwayuf g wiife d@ AFa immune 3iR cellular systems & TTl
sifed & A 3ia:fobar wra &



5. Non-animal models are considered more human-relevant because they are derived from human
cells and tissues.

Non-animal models @V 3iféies human-relevant T 3TdT & e & A1Ha Biferp13i 31k Hae! @ faefad
fasg s1ma €1
e Organoids are miniaturised, simplified versions of organs grown in the lab.
Organoids WATReT & fadsfad g me 3 & Bie 3k TRd U Eld &1
e Organ-on-chip systems simulate organ functions on microfluidic chips.
Organ-on-chip systems microfluidic chips TR 3iT & BT BT 3H0T B &
« 3D bioprinting can create tissue-like structures that help researchers study drug response in
a more realistic way.
3D bioprinting ¥ tissue-like structures g1 Tbdl & T 2Merepdiit @t drug response &1 3ifeid
Temef 37eAAH B3 A Heg Bl 2l
6. The policy relevance of this article lies in the fact that India has already amended its drug rules to
allow certain non-animal methodologies.
39 0 I AfdTd URifiiear 39 ded # & fos Wk Ugat &1 319+ drug rules A T2ieF & $& non-animal
methodologies &I 31 Afd & BT &1  cosco +
e The New Drugs and Clinical Trials (Amendment) Rules, 2023 formally introduced additional
non-animal testing methods.
New Drugs and Clinical Trials (Amendment) Rules, 2023 3 3itu=iies 9 & additional non-
animal testing methods & 2nfdd fdsaml  cosco
» This created a regulatory opening for alternatives such as cell-based assays and other
advanced methods.

3Td cell-based assays 3iR 31=T advanced methods 33 fawedt & feig fAamda =T e

e o
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When the Chief Justice steps away
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Aspect

Main issue

Why the case
matters

What the 2023
Act changed

Reason for
recusal

Doctrine
discussed

Core legal
principle

Summary

CJI Surya Kant stepped away from hearing petitions challenging

the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023.

The petitions challenge the 2023 law on appointment of the
CEC and ECs.

The 2023 Act removed the CJI from the appointment
committee.

The concern was that the outcome could affect a process in
which the office of the CJI had earlier been given a place, and
questions of institutional interest could arise.

The article highlights the tension between conflict of interest
and the doctrine of necessity.

No person should be a judge in their own cause.

v

Added facts for exam

The recusal happened because he had earlier indicated a possible
conflict of interest linked to future CJI succession and the
institutional implications of the case. Live Law

This law replaced the earlier arrangement that emerged after the
Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India (2023) judgment, where the SC
had directed appointments through a panel including the Prime
Minister, Leader of Opposition, and Chief Justice of India until
Parliament made a law.

Under the Act, the selection committee consists of the Prime
Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the PM, and the
Leader of Opposition [ leader of largest opposition party in Lok
Sabha. This is a key polity fact.

Judicial recusal is based on the principle that justice must not only
be done, but must also be seen to be done. This links to the rule
against bias in natural justice.

The doctrine of necessity means that even if bias concerns exist, a
judge may still hear a matter if no equally competent alternative
forum exists. It is an exception to the bias rule.

This is the maxim nemo judex in causa sua, one of the two classic
pillars of natural justice. The other is audi alteram partem — hear
the other side.



Relevance to
election law

Connection
with ECI
independence

Why recusal is
sensitive here

Practical
concern

Comparative
concern

Exam
significance

The case concerns the process of appointing members of the
Election Commission of India.

The composition of the appointment committee affects
perceptions of the independence and neutrality of the Election
Commission.

The article suggests a conflict can arise not only from personal
benefit, but also from institutional office-related implications.

If judges likely to become future CJls also step aside, it could
narrow the bench options.

The article implies India needs a more transparent framework.

Important for Polity, Constitution, Judiciary, Election
Commission, and Natural Justice.

Article 324 of the Constitution vests the superintendence, direction
and control of elections in the Election Commission. This article is
central for prelims and mains.

A frequent exam theme is whether appointment mechanisms should
ensure institutional autonomy through broader consultation, judicial
presence, or parliamentary oversight.

In public law, conflict of interest can be pecuniary, personal, or
institutional. This article is mainly about institutional conflict.

That is where the doctrine of necessity becomes relevant: courts
must still function and constitutional cases cannot be left unheard
indefinitely.

In comparative constitutional systems, recusal norms often include
written disclosure standards, ethical codes, and clearer institutional
guidance.

Useful in mains answers under judicial accountability, institutional
integrity, constitutional morality, and independence of constitutional
bodies.
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Assam floats tender
for satellites to
monitor floods

Chief Minister Sarma announced the project in the 2025-26 State Budget;
The procurement is for at least five satellites in low-earth orbit

Kunal Shankar
Vasudeyan Mukunth
CHENNAI

ssam has become

the first Indian

State to float a ten-
der for a group of earth-ob-
servation satellites that It
says will strengthen disas-
ter response along the
flood-prone Brahmaputra
valley and help survey the
State's borders.

The Assam Science
Technology and Environ-
ment Council issued an Ex-
pression of interest (EOI)

transfer the satellites to
State ownership, The mis-
slon has been named
AssamSAT,

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma announced
the project in the 202526
State Budget as a means to
achleve what he has re-

described as an
“infiltration-free Assam".

Mr. Sarma has argued
that conventional border
fencing is inadequate for
the State’s chars, the seaso-
nally inundated river is-
lands along the Bangladesh
border, and that real-time
satellite monitoring is the
sole practical alternative.

The procurement is
structured around at least
five satellites in Jow-earth
orbit. The brief EOI doesn’t
say whether the satellites

Third eye

Assam has become the first Indian State to fioat a tender for a
group of earth-observation satellites

= The move is aimed at
strengthening disaster
response along the flcod
prone Brabmaputra vatley

u Chief Minister Biswa
Sarma argued that
conventional border fencing
is inadequate, and real-time
sateliite monitoring is the
sole practical alternative

& The sateflites will be able
10 scan the same part of the
ground once every few bours
ancl map it at high resolution

will operate separately or
together, in a constellation.
Per the brief, qualifying
parties can avail the full
EOI for a fee of 30,000,

Assuming it’s a constel-
lation, the satellites will be
able to scan the same part
of the ground once every
few hours and map it at
high resolution — a useful
task for disaster response
during floods, where the
extent of waters can
change within hours.

The EOI also doesn't
specify the sensors the sa-
tellites will carry. But since
the State has cloudy weath-
er for almost half the year,
the satellites may carry
synthetic aperture radars
(SAR), whose gaze can
plerce  clouds  and

Currently, State disaster
management agencies
seeking satellite data must
submit requests to the Na-
tional Remote
Centre, which will process
and fulfill those requests.

The State sits close to
the Siliguri Corridor, a
strip of land colloquially
called the chicken’s neck
that physically connects
the Northeast to the rest of
India, and which State and
Central security agencies
have been preoccupied
with monltoring.

Mr. Sarma has also ex-
tendded the satellite’s man-
date to include tracking
drug-trafficking routes and
monitoring poaching in
the Kaziranga National
Park.

In 2024, NewSpace In-
dia, Ltd. cleared a private-
sector earth observation
constellation led by Dhru-
va Space and Pixxel,

The plan combines
small satellites carrying op-
tical and hyperspectral
sensors in low-earth orbit
to deliver near real-time
imagery for agriculture,
disaster response, and na-
tional security users while
being owned and operated
by industry.




1. Assam has floated a tender for a group of earth-observation satellites to monitor floods and
strengthen disaster response.
39w A arg &t AR 3k suer-ufafiean &Y usiga &3 & fag gedt-sracite- 3uugl & Ue g 8 =)
SR fpar 21
« Itis the first Indian State reported to take such a step at the State level.
AT TR IR UHT BEH I ATAT T& HRA BT UEeT A5 TaTaT 7T 21
« The project is mainly aimed at the flood-prone Brahmaputra valley and border surveillance
needs.
g RS qEad: a1g-9avr 9grqd et iR Jiar ARt &Y st ur Sfga 21
2. The mission has been named AssamSAT.
39 Ao &1 91 AssamSAT &1 T 81
« The plan is to design, build, launch, operate, and eventually transfer the satellites to State
ownership.
AT & AR 3yl &1 fEsmgA, fAmfor, wagor, Tara 3k 3ida: T @i & g&diaror faar
ST
« The Expression of Interest was reportedly issued by the Assam Science Technology and
Environment Council.
fRa¢ & AR Expression of Interest AW WIEH Saldlsil U8 TAARRAAE BI3fAe gRI 31RY fasar
T



3. The procurement is for at least five satellites in low-earth orbit.
IE TG BH-B-BH UTd 3uTE! & foie 8 30 f=-gedt warm | g

» Low-earth orbit is useful because it allows repeated observation of the same area within

short intervals.

fAm1-gedt wen Uil €idl & Filfds 3T/ BH TAAIARTA R TP &l & BT IR-9R 3dditds fdbar 31T
gl gl

o This is valuable in floods, where water spread can change within hours.
916 @1 fRAfd A ag 9gd Aegwayef &, wifds sTa-haa o6 Hel A a1 Idbar &l

4. The satellites are expected to provide near real-time and high-resolution monitoring.
29 3UUEl & near real-time 3iR high-resolution fATRI! <6t 3rdam 21

« They may scan the same ground repeatedly every few hours.
A B-FH Hel &b A TR TP &1 -1 Bl R-GR Wb B Jdbd &

e This can improve flood mapping, embankment monitoring, and rapid response planning.

A 91¢ HIAfa=vT, deddl fATRMT 31k @fia wfdfeear A1=TA1 98 & Ibdl &



5. The article suggests that the satellites may carry sensors suitable for cloudy conditions, possibly
including Synthetic Aperture Radar.
AE Tdbd a1 & b 571 3UUE! | d1ge! aret aRfeifdal & fae 3uged TR &1 Tdbd &, Haa: Synthetic
Aperture Radar |
o This is important because Assam remains cloudy for a large part of the year.
Ig Agwaqof & Fife 3rad oy & 92 i A q1eel A eh1gar €
e SAR s especially useful because it can observe the surface through clouds and even in
darkness.
SAR fagly ®u & 39t & Wiife Ig dige! & UR 3iR 3R 7 1t Tdg &1 3 &R Ihar el
6. The project is not limited to floods; it also has a security dimension.
I URANSTAT hadl 916 ddb JiHd 781 &; ST T JR&T 3TATH Ml &1
e The State government links it to border monitoring, especially in difficult riverine and char
areas.
I THR 34 fady B9 A Hfé7 7617 31k IR &= 7 Tiar fAmREt @ it sitedt 21
e The article also mentions possible uses such as tracking drug-trafficking routes and
monitoring poaching in Kaziranga.

o" 7 F2ita uareif &bt apdt & " b i 31k B § farhR-Aeh fATRET 31 I &1 vl Iead
gl

— - * [ 4] - * 1 1 *Fa & [ B | "



1. Floods in Assam are a long-standing and recurring problem, especially due to the Brahmaputra

and Barak river systems.
319H ® 916 T RHT 3R IR-aR 31 areit IHR 8, fadva: ggrqa 3k avies 6t a9 & BRoTl
The Brahmaputra carries very high sediment load and frequently changes channel behaviour.
SEYH AP G T& Bl & 3R AR 39T A61-U HdER deedl gdl 8l
This causes erosion, channel migration, and sudden expansion of floodwaters.
STA PBerd, Aat-uel URad- 31k 91¢ & U=l BT 3T helrd gidT 2|
2. Assam'’s chars and river islands make flood governance more difficult than in many other States.
31" & IR 3iR AEH-gIU I16-Wae[ Bl B3 31 AN Bl AT | 3P Bfe— g41d 8
e Population living on chars is highly vulnerable to displacement.
IR WR IEA Tt 3Td1€] fazemud & ufd srcfeie ddgaeita gidt 81

Conventional land-based monitoring is often inadequate in these changing landscapes.

B ggeId 1-geal ¥ URUR® fF-3menRa fARIt sraeR sruafa aifdd gt 21



Challenges

1. Owning satellites is not enough; the State also needs data-processing and response systems.

Pdd IUUE! BT Wit TAT 71 &; I B data-processing 31 response systems ¥t TfgT|

2. High-quality satellite data must be integrated with ground agencies, district administration, and

disaster-response units.

3w-TUTadl Tt satellite data &Y sTHIAT GRATEA, f5rar wema= 3R smugr-ufdfdsan swrgal & A1l Tdhigd
AT BT

3. There may also be issues related to cost, maintenance, launch schedules, and long-term

operational sustainability.
AT, IWRETT, YEIUT THI-TRVIT 3R efdmifae gl eRar @ sist gAtfaar vt 8 aabdt 8|

4. Data security and civil-military use balance will also matter.

3T YR&T 31R ATTR®G-JRe&M 3UANT &b Jda &I U Wi Hgwaquf 1



Consider the following statements regarding AssamSAT and satellite-based flood monitoring:
AssamSAT 3i? 3ung-3menfid arg ARt & dof & A=fafEa weE w faur Hifs:
1. The proposed Assam satellite project is aimed only at flood forecasting and has no security
relevance.
wAIfad 38| 3UUE URAST haw 91¢ qaiqaH & fag & 3k saaer &1 qran vew 78 81
2. A constellation of low-earth-orbit satellites can improve repeat coverage of the same area within
short intervals.
Low-earth-orbit 3UU&l &T constellation &H THATARTA H T & &7 &I gR-aR AR R JFHar
3. Synthetic Aperture Radar is useful in cloudy conditions and can operate in darkness.

Synthetic Aperture Radar arga! areit uffeifaal & 3wzt gar 8 31z 3iR A vt vrf B Har 2l

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

IRad BeA A A Bi-T1/8 FE 222

A. 2 and 3 only
A.dad 2 3R 3

B.1and 2 only
B. &aat 131k 2

C.1and 3 only
C.bpam 13k 3

D.1,2and 3
D.1,23R3



ADITYA BIRLA GROUP, TIMES GROUPANCHOR DEAL

RCB sold in $1.78-bn
record-breaking deal

® Acquisition is for
both IPLand WPL
teams under RCB

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, March 24

IN A LANDMARK deal under-
scoring the surging valuations
of Indian Premier League {IPL)
franchises,a consortium lod by
the Aditya Birda Group and The
Times of India Group has
agreed 1o acquire Royal Chal
lengers Bengaluru (RCB) for
$1.78 billion (about 16,732
crore), marking one of the
biggest ownership changes in
the league's history.

The consortium, which also
Includes Bolt Ventures and
Blackstone's perpetual private
equity strategy (BXPE), has
signed a definitive agreement
with United Splrits Lid (USL),a
subsidiary of Diageo, toacquire
100" of the franchise. The
deal covers both the men's IPL
team  and the women's
Women's Premler League
(WPL) side, underscoring the
growing value of multi-team
sports assets in India.

Under the proposed owner-
ship structure, Aryaman Vikram
Birla, director at Aditya Birla
Group, will take aver as chair-
man of the franchise, while
Satyan Gajwani of The Times of
Indla Group will serve as vice-
chairman, David  Blitzer,
founder of Bolt Ventures, and
Viral Patel, CEO of BXPE, are also
part of the investor group.

The transaction is subject to
customary approvals,including
those from the Board of Cantrol
for Cricket in India (BCCY) and
the Competition Commission
of India {CCI), among other reg
wlatory clearances. Once com
pleted, the deal will transfercon-
trol of one of the [PL's most
valuable and widely followed
franchises toa consortium with
strong credentials across busi-
ness, media and global sports
investments,

ROYAL TAKEOVER

® RCH sot for

$|1.78 bn

u Deal value
216,732 cr

® Among biggest
IPL ownership
changes

® Lod by Aditya
Birla, Times Group

& Consortium
includes Bolt,
Blackstone

" 100% stake

to be acquired Spirits

#Land
subsidiary < WPL teams

Kal Somani-led group
wins $1.63-bn bid
for Rajasthan Royals

IPL FRANCHISE RAJASTHAN
Royals Is set to be sold to US-
based Kal Somani-led consor-
thum forawhopping $1.63 bil-
lion (about € 15,290 crore).

The Somani-led consor-
tium inchudes Rob Walton
from the Walmart family and
Hamp family(Ford). Somani is
an Arizona-based tech entre
prencur who has founded
IntraEdge, Truyo.Aland Acade-
mian. The other contenders
were Times Internet-led con
sortium, the Aditya Birla
Group and the Mittal family
led by ArcelorMittal CEO
Aditya Mittal

The sale of Rajasthan Roy
als is subject to approval from
the BCCI and will come into
effect after the 2026 edition,
British-Indian Manoj Badale
held a 65% stake in the Royals.

“Kal Is an existing investor
in the franchise. The deal is

subject to approval from the
BCCT and will be signed soon,
The price of §1.63 billion
reflects how far the IPL has
come asa brand.”awell-placed

source sail PTI



Strategic oil reserves for just
six days; funds underspent

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, March 24

AS THE WEST Asia conflict
disrupts critical energy flows,
India’s strategic petroleum
reserves (SPR) have just six
days of crude stockpiles.
Budget data show that
againstanallocation 0of 35,876
crore in the current financial
yeartofilland expand the SPR,
the government is likely to
spend only 1,039 crore,while
provisioning for the next fiscal

hasbeen cut tojust 200 crore.

The underspending comes
at a time when the Strait of
Hormuz — through which
nearly 40% of India’s crude

importsarerouted — hasbeen
severelyimpacted by geopolit-
ical tensions.

In a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha, Minister of State
for Petroleum and Natural
Gas Suresh Gopi said, “Cur-
rently,ISPRL (Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reserves Limited)
has around 3.372 million
tonne of crude stock available
which is around 649% of the
total storage capacity.”

Continued on Page 10

Strategic crude reserves...

THE COUNTRY'S THREE
underground reserves at
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru
and Padur can together hold
5.33 million tonne (MT), trans-
lating to about nine-and-a-half
days of crude coverat full capac-
ity.Withinventories currentiyat
around two-thirds, the effective
bufferis significantly lower.

Gopinoted that reserves are
notstatic.“Theactual reserveisa
dynamic numberdependingon
the stocksand actual consump-
tion, both of which are not sta-
tic,"he said.

For a country that imports
over 88% of its crude require-
ments, the gap is significant.
Eventhough India’stotaloiland
fuel stockpiles — including
commercial inventories —
stand at about 74 days, this
remains below the 90-day
benchmark recommended by
the International Energy
Agency (IEA).

Audit findings have already
flagged structural weaknesses
in the system.

The Comptrollerand Auditor
General (CAG) observed that
storage capacityof 5.33 MTpro-
vides only 7.88 days of import
cover(March 2024) against the
19days of import coveras envis-
aged in Phase-1 of the Indi-
anStrategic Petroleum Reserves.
Theaudit noted that"significant
delays and consequent cost
overrunswere witnessed in con-
structionand creationof strate-
gic oil reserves” and that “utili-
sation of caverns has also been
sub-optimal.”

It recommended that
authorities“ensure that the cav-
ernsare utilised fully to provide
the cover against the oil short-
ageevent.”

The current situation marks
a stark contrast to 2020, when
India moved aggressively to
secure energy security at low
cost, Taking advantage of a col-
lapse in global oil prices during
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
government purchased 16.71
millionbarrels of crudein April-
May 2020 at an average price of
$19 per barrel, compared with
about $60 perbarrel earlierthat
year. The move resulted in sav-
ingsof $685.11 million (35,069
crore}and allowed Indiato fully
fill its strategic reserves.

Since then, however, no
comparable replenishment has
been undertaken, leaving
reserves partially filled despite
rising geopolitical risks.

Expansion plans have also
lagged.

In July 2021, the govern-
ment approved two additional
SPR facilities — 4 MT at
Chandikhol in Odishaand 2.5
MT at Padur in Karnataka —
expected toaddaround 12 days
of crude cover.

However, progress has been
slow, with the Padur expansion
now slated for completion only
by August 2030. The
Chandikhol project remains
stalled,with land acquisitionyet
to be resolved. Officials said
effortsare underway toacceler-
ate progress.“The government
isactivelyexpediting both filling
and expansion of strategic
reserves, but these are complex
projectsinvolvingland, logistics
and procurement cycles,”said a
senior official, requesting
anonymity.

Analysts say the current sit-
uation underscores the need for
amore proactive approach.

“At a time when geopolitical
risks are rising, maintaining
reserves at sub-optimal levels
increases vulnerability,” said an
energy analyst. “Strategic
reserves are meant for supply
security,not timing the market.
The lesson from 2020 was clear
—actwhenopportunitiesarise.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modion March 23 informed the
Lok Sabha that India held over
5.3 million tonne of SPR and
was working to expand it fur-
ther, alongside diversifying
crude sourcing across 41 coun-
tries. However, the ongoing cri-
sis has brought the spotlight
back on preparedness.

With supply routes under
stress and import dependence
high, India’s partially filled
reservesand delayed expansion
plans risk weakening its energy
security buffer — even as
demand continues to grow.



1. India’s strategic petroleum reserves are currently much lower than what a major oil-importing
country ideally needs in a crisis.
dpe Bt fRRAfd & YR 1A 93 dd-3M-ATdd 420 Bt 3Gl 3MaIBaTr Bt g1 A HRd & AR Agifaan WeR
mﬂa?rlﬁam%l Press Information... +2

 The news report says the effective crude cover from India’s strategic reserves is only about
six days.

IHTAR fG1E & AR WRd & AMR® HeR A YHTdt B ddl BT Bast bad a7 Bg fgAl BT 8|

The Financial Exp... +1

e This becomes serious when West Asia tensions threaten oil flows and shipping routes such
as the Strait of Hormuz.

I fReifd ad 31k iRk €1 371t & 519 ufeaw gfein & a-1a de WaTg 3iR Strait of Hormuz 33 awg amif
ﬂﬁmﬁﬂm %l The Financial Exp... +1

2. India's three existing underground strategic reserves are located at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru,
and Padur.

WRd & a9 His[gr fATd AR ¥sR faenmamaad, Hids AR IR A RR—A §1  press information.. +

e Their total installed capacity is 5.33 million metric tonnes.

WW ‘&ITfEI'H &HdAT 5.33 fﬁﬁ'ﬂ? tﬂ'ﬁa’? cqd é’l Press Information... +1

e The minister stated that only around 3.372 million tonnes of crude were available, which is
about 64% of total storage capacity.
HAT A garar fdb g7/ baa T 3.372 fAfda e S dd 3 AT, 31t ol HSRUT &HdAT BT AT
64% %I ETEnergyworld.c... +1



3. The article’'s main concern is not only low reserves, but also under-spending of allocated funds.
ﬁaa’ﬁg&rﬁmmwm?@, dfcds mdfed aﬂa?rtm:-rmﬂﬂqmlﬂél The Financial Exp... +2
e For 2025-26, a large capital allocation had been made for strategic oil reserves, but the
revised spending was sharply reduced.
2025-26 & feig AR def WSR &q 931 YsiTd 3irded fasam 1 &, wifds=1 Heitfeia < /& 33 9gd =rer
ﬁ!]TTR]TI PRS Legislative R... +1
e For 2026-27, only 2200 crore was provided in the budget for ISPRL Phase II.
2026-27 & fdig ISPRL Phase Il 8q d57¢ R ddd 200 A BT UTAENT fBATTATI  india Budget +1
4. This indicates that India’s expansion of strategic reserves is moving slowly despite growing
geopolitical risks.
I goifar & fh ggd y-IerHifad sifEml & drasig WRd A ITHR® HeR &1 fawar &itwt nfd 3 g« @1 2|

The Financial Exp... +2

e The proposed Phase-Il expansion includes Chandikhol in Odisha and an additional facility at

Padur.
yRd1fdd Phase-Il fa@dR & 3itfSen & widi@ie 3ik urqr A vas sifdfierd gfaem e 81 invia sudget

e But delays in land acquisition, project execution, procurement, and logistics have slowed

progress.

wifds A sifeiugor, uRaEis fbaraaq, TRig ufthan 3k difsifead A 33 A wifd ot efidr &2 far 21

The Indian Express +1



Ine indian express +1

5. Strategic petroleum reserves are emergency crude stockpiles maintained by governments for

supply shocks.
gl Press Information... +1

» They are different from normal commercial stocks held by oil companies for routine refining

and distribution.

A M aifvifse HeRl @ 37T g1d &, A2 ad dufar fAafid Reefr 3ik faazor & fae w@dt 21

The Indian Express +1

« Their purpose is energy security, not routine market trading or price speculation.

DT 35T 311 W& BT 8, 7 o ATHTRI I15TR ATUR T HE TGT  The indian Express +1

6. India’'s vulnerability is high because it imports the bulk of its crude oil requirement.

HIRd ht Taeaeierdr 31feie & RN 98 3701 B ad B ATaT BT BT 3Mfeini2l fETaT 3R BT 2|

The Indian Express +1

« Official statements cited in reports indicate that India imports more than 88% of its crude

requirement.

R1El & 3gd anfeipIRe gamHl & ITHR YR 3T Bl del Bl 3R BT 88% A 3ifElh MraTd

WT%I The Indian Express +1
» Therefore, any disruption in sea lanes, producer-region conflict, sanctions, or freight

insurance can affect India quickly.
3afciq HEl ATl A 91eM, 3G 41 7 Jud, ufdder ar ard-ian Jdeit sifam vra ot ofte wifdd &2
m%l The Indian Express +1



Economic importance

3ifefe HEwd
1. Low strategic reserves can expose India to inflationary shocks if international crude prices rise

suddenly.
i HARTET F dd Bl BIHA AT d¢ dl BH ATHRE HER HRA B HabId Jddei gied! & ufd sifeie
QFIT'E@IE.’ m gl The Indian Express +1

2. Higher oil prices affect transport costs, fertilizers, LPG, diesel, petrol, aviation fuel, and overall

macroeconomic stability.
yMTfad BHa ’é] The Indian Express

3. Thus SPRs are not just an energy-sector issue; they are linked with fiscal pressure, current
account balance, and inflation management.
39 UBR SPR HBad F311-813 BT Hel 781 &; T ASTHISI GaTd, e, FTa b Jder- 3R HgRbifd Tees 3wt
3131§| The Indian Express



. SPR means government-controlled emergency crude stockpile.

SPR T 372f & TRBR-AfAd SMUTddhIeT o de BIHSRI  Press information..

. Commercial stocks are different from strategic stocks.

aIfvifses MisR 3R AR WeR 31elTT-31dT g’lﬁ%ﬂ The Indian Express +1

. India’s current operational SPR sites are Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, and Padur.

HRd & adA uRafaid SPR R fa@TadaH, HITdS 3R UIGR &1 press information.. +1

. The International Energy Agency recommends around 90 days of oil stocks for member
countries, but India is not an IEA member and remains below that benchmark even when
commercial stocks are added.

IARTEIT 35511 Gatal A it & faig i 90 &AY & dt WsR &l 3R el &, Wfds WRd IEA I
TR 71 & 3R aifvifies WeR siea R Wl 39 AFe A A ZATR1  the ndian Express +

. SPR is mainly crude oil storage, not finished petroleum products alone.

SPR Hd: Bl ddl BT HSRUT &, Bad dIR UgHATH 3aTG] BT AEI|  Press information... +1



Consider the following statements regarding India's Strategic Petroleum Reserves:

WRd & Strategic Petroleum Reserves & I & fA-faifaEd & RR faar Hifsig:

1. Strategic Petroleum Reserves are meant to act as a buffer against short-term supply disruptions.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves T 3823 3[cUdhIcd ATYfd Aael & fasg buffer & 9 A B1H BT 8|

2. India's currently operational strategic crude storage sites are at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, and
Padur.
WRd & adHH URaTfeid IR H dd HERUT R faEma«=H, HiTds 3R IR A &1

3. Strategic reserves and commercial oil stocks are exactly the same in nature and purpose.

MR ¥WsSR 3R a1fvifsties e ¥WsR Udfa 3k 322a A fdwpel A &1 £l

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

IR BT | A BI-T1/A J&l 882

A.1and 2 only
A.&baed 131k 2

B. 2 and 3 only
B. &a 2 3iR 3

C.1and 3 only
C.®ham 131k 3

D.1,2and 3
D.1, 23R 3



The Degree Of Crisis
Is Worst In India

Jobless graduates are hardly
unique to India. But the prob-
lem is at its most acute here,
among economies of note. A
recent dataset released by Azim
Premyji University, hit the point
home. TOI compares unem-
ployment rates among gradu-
ates across countries. Point to
note: comparable data is not
always available, for example,
for US and China. But plenty of
studies show China, too, is fac-
ing a crisis of jobless graduates.
A paper by Jian Yu in the jour-
nal, Comparative Education,
notes that unemployment rates
in the 16-24 age group hit 18.9%
in Aug 2025. That’s still much
better than India’s, when put
against the — roughly compa-
rable — 20-25 age group, but it’s
still grim, by China’s standards.
In US, per data from its Labour
Bureau and various Fed stud-

ies, unemployment among re-
cent graduates (22-27 years) was
between 5.3% and 5.8% in early
2026. For American commenta-
tors, this is bad news, since the
rate has almost doubled. But,
clearly, the US is far better off,
compared to even
EU. Interestingly,
there are two class-
es in Europe, on
jobless graduates,
with Spain, Italy,
Portugal, Greece,
and even France, in
the bottom half, and
Germany and Neth-
erlands doing much
better. No one, to
reemphasise, is do-
ing as badly as In-
dia — where nearly
two out of every five
young  graduates
don’t have a job.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES AMONG THOSE
WHO ARE GRADUATE AND ABOVE (2024)

Country/ 20to 24
Region years

European Union - 27 countries 12%

25t029
years

Euro area - 21 countrié§
 India
Tiirkiye
 creece [ 27
spain [
.|"ta|y. _____
Ffahcé i
Povrtu‘gal |

Sweden

Germany

il Netherlands

Source: European Commission, State of
Working Report 2026, Azim Premji University



Harish Rana, first to be allowed
passive euthanasia in India, dies

Death In ‘Natural
Course’ Within 13
Days Of SC Order

Anuja.Jaiswal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Harish Rana,
thefirst patientinIndiatobe
permitted passive euthana-
sia under a Supreme Court
order, passed away on Tues-
day after spending 13 years
in a vegetative state. Theend
came at 4.10pm at AIIMS,
with family members by his
side, marking the culmina-
tion of alegal battle over the
righttodie with dignity.
Rana, 31, had been under
the care of a specialised pal-
liative team at the institu-
tion since March 14. Doctors
said his condition began de-
teriorating Tuesday mor-
ning and the end was medi-
cally expected. His death fol-
lowed withdrawal of life-
sustaining support—prima-

13-YEAR ORDEAL

> Harish Rana, a
final year BTech
student, suffered |
severe brain 4
injury in 2013 after
falling off the fourth floor of
his PG accommodation

> Spent 13 years in
vegetative state, cared for
' by his parents at their home

> On March 11, SC allowed
passive euthanasia after his
parents asked that he be
allowed to die with dignity

rily artificial hydration and
feeding— inline with the Su-
preme Court’sdirective.
“His passing followed a
natural course. We provided
only comfort care, without
any active medical interven-
tion. There was no artificial
hydration or feeding, and no
attempt was made to revive
him through medication or
CPR,” an AIIMS doctor said,
adding that he remained

comfortable over the last 10
days withno visible distress.
“He passed away peace-
fully.” His family members
drew comfort from seeing
him at ease, the medical te-
am said. Media cell in-char-
geProf RimaDadasaid Rana
was admitted to the palliati-
ve oncology unit (IRCH), led
by Dr (Prof) Seema Mishra,
HoD, onco-anaesthesia.

On March 11, the Supreme
Court allowed Rana to exerci-
se his “right to die with digni-
ty”, noting there had been no
improvementin his condition
for 13 years and that the obli-
gation to continue treatment
doesnothold when thereisno
hope of recovery. He was shif-
ted from his Ghaziabad home
to AIIMS for palliative care
three days later. Harish’s life
took a tragic turn in 2013
when he fell from the fourth
floor of his paying guest ac-
commodation in Kharar and
suffered severe brain injury.

pContinuedonP 11
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'SC grants full pension to women
denied permanent commission

Move To Benefit
Hundreds Of
SSC Officers

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In what will bene-
fit hundreds of women short
service commission officers,
Supreme Court Tuesday said
arbitrariness in assessment
of their ACRs, written at a ti-
me when they were ineligible
for permanent commission
(PC), resulted in unfair denial
of PC and ordered the forces to
pay full pension to them.

Six years after the landma-
rk judgment making women
short service commission offi-
cers (WSSCOs) eligible for PC,
abench of CJISuryaKantand
Justices Ujjal Bhuyanand NK
Singh said, “ACRs (annual co-
nfidential reports) of appella-
nt-SSCWOs were authored wi-
th the assumption they would
never undergo any substanti-
ve career progression, owing

SC said arbitrariness in assessment of women short service commission
officers’ ACRs, written at a time when they were ineligible for permanent
commission, resulted in unfair denial of permanent commission to them

to their ineligibility for PC for
the initial 10 years of service.”
Writing separate judgments
for Army, Navy and IAF, CJI
Kant said, “Since the avenue
for PC was opened to them mu-
chlater, this presumption und-
ermined the entire assessme-
nt of their ‘suitability’ for any
career progression undertak-
en prior to that and, adversely
affected their overall merit in
the consideration for PC.

“We find that denial of PC
to WSSCOs was not merely the
outcome of individual assess-
ments, but the consequence of

a systemic framework rooted
in assumptions that ent-
renched disadvantages in ca-
reer progression.” SC made
the comment after accepting
majority of the submissions
by amicus curiae and senior
advocate Rekha Palli.
Invoking its extraordinary
powers under Article 142 of
Constitution, the SC said wo-
men SSCOs who have moved
the apex court and who have
been released from service
during pendency of the litiga-
tion, “shall be deemed to have
completed substantive quali-

fying service of 20 years and
shallbeentitled topensionand
all consequential benefits, ex-
cept arrears of pay, on the ba-
sis that they have completed
suchminimum service”.

“The pension shall be fixed
on thebasis of the date of com-
pletion of deemed service of 20
years, but arrears thereof, if
any, shall be paid to the
WSSCOs only with effect from
Jan1,2025,” it said.

“All WSSCOs who are con-
tinuing in service by virtue of
SC orders dated May 9 and
May 19 last year, and who have
fulfilled the minimum cut-off
grade of 60% in regular selec-
tion boards held in 2020 and
2021, shall beentitled to perma-
nent commission, subject to
their meeting the medical cri-
teria and on receiving disci-
plinary and vigilance clear-
ance.” The bench said that for
all future selection boards, the
armed forces “shall issue ap-
propriate general instructio-
ns, priortothe conductof such
board, laying down the vacan-
cies available in each branch/
stream for each batch...”



Topic

Case outcome

Who benefited

Why SC intervened

Core reasoning

Nature of

discrimination

Constitutional basis

Main point

SC granted full pensionary benefits to
women SSC officers denied Permanent
Commission (PC).

Women SSCOs of the Army, Navy and Air
Force affected by unfair PC denial.

The Court found arbitrariness and bias in
the assessment system, especially in
ACRs/merit evaluation.

SC said women were assessed at a time
when they were effectively treated as
ineligible for long-term progression, which
hurt their merit position later.

SC called it systemic [ institutional
discrimination, not merely isolated
unfairness.

SC invoked Article 142 to do “complete
justice.

J, Share
Added facts for exam

Pension in such defence service cases generally needs 20 years of
qualifying service; the Court deemed eligible women officers to have
completed it for relief.  nNews on Air +1

The ruling is important because it covers all three services, making it a
broader gender-justice judgment in defence services. News on Air +

ACR = Annual Confidential Report. In service law, ACRs heavily influence
promotion, empanelment and career progression. The Times of Indla +2

This is a classic example of indirect discrimination: a formally neutral system
producing unequal results because of past exclusion. The Economic T

In equality jurisprudence, systemic discrimination means disadvantage built
into the structure, rules or practices of an institution. Live Law <2

Article 142 empowers the Supreme Court to pass any decree/order
necessary for complete justice in a matter before it. This article is often asked
in polity and judiciary questions. Hindustan Times



Permanent
Commission relief

Selection boards

Minimum service

issue

Earlier landmark

background

Broader significance

Administrative
implication

Exam relevance

SC also granted/cleared PC relief for women
officers still in service who met relevant
criteria.

The ruling discussed officers considered in
2019, 2020 and 2021 selection boards.

Many women officers had served around 14
years but were denied PC, which would
otherwise have allowed continuity toward
pensionable service.

This ruling comes about six years after the
landmark judgment that opened PC avenues
for women SSC officers.

The judgment advances gender equality in
the armed forces.

Armed forces were told to issue proper
general instructions for future boards.

Important for Polity, Judiciary, Women
empowerment, Defence reforms, and
Governance.

Coverage indicates officers meeting the 60% cut-off in 2020/2021 boards,
along with medical and vigilance conditions, were to be considered/benefited.

The Tribune +1

These years are important because the dispute arose during the transition
period after women became eligible for PC.  Hindustan Times +1

In defence personnel matters, the difference between SSC tenure and PC has
major consequences for career length, rank progression and pension.

News On Air +)

The earlier landmark case is Secretary, Ministry of Defence v. Babita Puniya
(2020), where the SC upheld women officers’ right to Permanent

Live Law +1

Commission in the Army.

Relevant constitutional articles: Article 14 (equality before law), Article 15
(non-discrimination), and Article 16 (equality of opportunity in public
employment). This is a strong polity-governance linkage for exams.

This means future selection processes must reduce structural bias and

ensure fair vacancy disclosure and criteria application.  The Tribune +

Can be used in Mains answers under: gender justice, institutional reform,
military modernization, and constitutional morality.



Area

SSC

PC

ACR

Article 142

Equality link

Defence reform angle

Fact

Short Service Commission means service for a limited tenure, unlike a full career

track under Permanent Commission.

Permanent Commission allows officers to serve till retirement, with broader

promotion avenues and pension eligibility.

Annual Confidential Report is a performance appraisal document used in service

matters.

Allows the Supreme Court to pass orders necessary for complete justice.

The judgment is an example of substantive equality, where the Court looked at

real effects, not just formal rules.

The case shows that military institutions are subject to constitutional scrutiny

when service rules create unfair discrimination.



Guj 2nd state
~ after U'khand
to pass UCC bill

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
assembly on Tuesday passed
the Gujarat Uniform Civil
Code Bill 2026, proposing a
common legal framework to
govern marriage, divorce,
succession and live-in rela-
tionships irrespective of reli-
gion or community.

With the governing BJP
enjoying an overwhelming
majority of 161 out of 182 seats
in assembly, the bill was
passed with a majority vote.

Gujarat becomes the sec-
ond state, after Uttarakhand,
to pass a bill to enforce a uni-
form civil code.

None of the provisions of
the uniform civil code bill will
apply to members of Sched-
uled Tribes (STSs). TN
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Topic

Report name

Global rank of
Pakistan

India’s rank

Top polluted
countries mentioned

Most polluted city in
world

Other highly polluted
cities

Delhi's status

Pollutant used for
ranking

Key Information

World Air Quality Report 2025 by IQAir

Pakistan ranked 1st among the world's
most polluted countries in 2025

India ranked 6th globally

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Tajikistan, Chad, DR
Congo; India at 6th

Loni, India

Hotan (China) ranked next; Delhi ranked
4th globally in the cited coverage

Delhi remained the world’s most polluted
capital city

PM2.5

Added Facts for Exam @)

IQAIr is a Swiss air-quality technology company that compiles annual PM2.5
rankings using monitoring-station data. 1aar

This means Pakistan had the highest annual average PM2.5 concentration
among ranked countries in the report.  Reuters +

India’s national annual average PM2.5 was 48.9 ug/m?, which is far above the
WHO annual guideline of 5 ug/m?®,  7he Times of india +1

South Asia remains a major pollution hotspot because of vehicular
emissions, coal use, industrial pollution, crop residue burning, dust, and
winter inversion conditions. Reuters

Loni recorded an annual PM2.5 concentration of 112.5 pg/m?, over 22 times
the WHO guideline. The New indian €. +1

India hosted 3 of the top 4 most polluted cities in the 2025 report coverage
cited here. The New IndianE.. +1

It has held this position for 8 consecutive years, showing the persistent
urban air-pollution crisis in the NCR region. The Times of India

PM2.5 means particulate matter with diameter 2.5 micrometres or less; it
can penetrate deep into the lungs and bloodstream, making it especially
dangerous. Reuters ¢



WHO benchmark

Data coverage

Share meeting WHO
norm

Main causes of air

pollution

Public health impact

India-specific exam
angle

Geography angle

WHO annual PM2.5 guideline is 5 pg/m?

Report used data from 9,446 cities in 143
countries/territories

Only about 14% of cities met the WHO
PM2.5 guideline in 2025

Transport emissions, industry, coal burning,
construction dust, crop burning, wildfire
smoke

Long-term exposure raises risk of
respiratory disease, heart disease, stroke,
and premature death

India is not the most polluted country in
2025, but it still has some of the world’s
most polluted cities

Pollution hotspots are concentrated in
South Asia

Countries or cities above this level are considered to exceed the safe annual
limit. This benchmark is very important for UPSC and state PCS environment
questions. Reuters +1

Large-scale monitoring makes it one of the most cited global air-quality
datasets, though coverage varies by country depending on monitoring
density. 1Garr

This shows that air pollution is a global public-health issue, not only a South
Asian problem. 1A

In India, seasonal spikes are often linked with post-harvest burning, adverse
winter meteorology, and high urban traffic density. The Times of india +1

Children, elderly people, and those with pre-existing iliness are the most
vulnerable groups. Air pollution is both an environmental and a public-health
governance issue. 10Ar

This distinction is important in prelims-type MCQs: country rank and city
rank are different. fesuters

Basin topography, winter inversion, dense population, brick kilns, traffic
corridors, and industrial clusters worsen pollution accumulation. This is
relevant for geography and environment answers. Health Policy Wat,. +1



Prathmesh Kher

(N
QUESTION 1
The execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram
Rajguru followed their conviction in which case related to the
assassination of John Saunders in Lahore?
B
QUESTION 2
The assassination of Saunders was intended as retaliation for
the police assault on which nationalist leader who later died of
injuries sustained during a lathi charge?
e
QUESTION 3
In which prison were the three revolutionaries executed?
A
QUESTION 4
Which pact between nationalist leaders and the British
government was signed shortly before the executions in 19317
e
QUESTION 5
What was the title of the editorial published after the
executions, by B. R. Ambedkar in the Marathi weekly Janata,
on April 13, 19317

Ve z -

Identify this Indian revolutionary, commander-in-chief of
the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, who
died in a gun battle with the British police at Alfred Park
in 1931. PUBLIC DOMAIN




Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
The execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram
Rajguru followed their conviction in this case related to the
assassination of John Saunders in Lahore. Ans: Lahore
Conspiracy Case

2. The assassination of Saunders was intended as retaliation for
the police assault on this nationalist leader who later died of
injuries sustained during a lathi charge. Ans: Lala Lajpat Rai
3. The three revolutionaries were executed in this prison. Ans:
Lahore Central Jail in Lahore

4. This pact between nationalist leaders and the British
government was signed shortly before the executions in 1931.
Ans: Gandhi-Irwin Pact

5. The title of the editorial published after the executions, by B. R.
Ambedkar, in the Marathi weekly Janata on April 13, 19317 Ans:
Teen Bali (Three Victims)

Visual: The Indian revolutionary, commander-in-chief of the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, who died in a gun
battle with the British police at Alfred Park in 1931. Ans:
Chandra Shekhar Azad

Early Birds: C. Saravanan | Sudhir Thapa | Parimal Das | Prem
Nath Tiwari | Pranav Shailesh K.




Word of the day

Boisterous:
noisy and lacking in restraint or discipline

Synonyms: rambunctious, unruly

Usage: The crowd grew boisterous as the
match reached its final moments.

Pronunciation:
https://newsth.live/ZQEJN5

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /boistasas/

Word of the day

Wily:

marked by skill in deception

Synonyms: crafty, cunning

Usage: she proved to be a wily negotiator,
securing a better deal than expected.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/1Jnn6E

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /warli/
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