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Particular Details

Number of airports 11

Number of bundles 5

Ownership at present Airports Authority of India

Proposed operational model Public-Private Partnership

Proposed concession period 50 years

Estimated private investment Approximately ₹8,622 crore

Initial approval PPPAC’s in-principle approval

Administrative ministry Ministry of Civil Aviation

Airport operator/asset owner Airports Authority of India

Tariff regulator Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India

Selection criterion proposed Per-passenger fee for domestic passengers

Employee transition One-year joint management period proposed

Employee retention
Private concessionaire to retain 60% of AAI employees 

for up to three years

Competition safeguard Cap proposed on bundles that one bidder can win



Bundle Airports States/UTs Strategic logic
Estimated 

investment

Bundle I
Amritsar and Kangra-
Gaggal

Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh

International/religious-
tourism airport paired with a 
smaller hill airport

₹523 crore

Bundle II
Raipur and 
Aurangabad/Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar

Chhattisgarh and 
Maharashtra

State-capital airport paired 
with a tourism and industrial 
centre

₹1,496 crore

Bundle III
Bhubaneswar and 
Hubballi

Odisha and 
Karnataka

Major eastern airport paired 
with an emerging regional 
hub

₹2,725 crore

Bundle IV
Tiruchirappalli and 
Tirupati

Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh

International traffic 
combined with a major 
pilgrimage destination

₹1,411 crore

Bundle V
Varanasi, Gaya and 
Kushinagar

Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar

Buddhist and religious 
tourism circuit

₹2,467 crore

Total 11 airports —
Five larger airports bundled 
with six smaller airports

₹8,622 crore





Dimension Potential benefit

Capital mobilisation Private investment reduces immediate pressure on government finances

Infrastructure Faster terminal expansion and technological modernisation

Passenger experience Better sanitation, retail, parking, digital services and terminal management

Efficiency Professional management may improve turnaround time and asset utilisation

Non-aeronautical revenue Better use of retail, advertising, hospitality and city-side land

Regional connectivity Bundling may make smaller airports financially sustainable

AAI resources AAI can use concession receipts to develop airports in underserved regions

Tourism Better airports can strengthen pilgrimage, heritage and Buddhist circuits

Employment Airport expansion may generate direct and indirect employment

Economic multiplier Connectivity supports business, logistics, tourism and local investment





• Consider the following statements 
regarding the Public Private Partnership 
Appraisal Committee:
• It appraises PPP projects proposed by 

Central government ministries and 
departments. 

• It functions under the Department of 
Economic Affairs. 

• It is a constitutional body chaired by the 
Minister of Civil Aviation. 

• Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3





• India’s public debate commonly associates NEET with the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test. 
In labour economics, however, NEET has an entirely different and highly important meaning:

• NEET: Not in Employment, Education or Training

• It refers to young people who are:

• not employed; 

• not attending school, college or another educational institution; and 

• not participating in vocational or skill training. 

• The article argues that India should look beyond the conventional unemployment rate because it 
fails to capture the large number of young people who are outside employment, education and 
training but are not actively searching for work.





Indicator Earlier position Recent position Interpretation

Overall unemployment rate 6.1% in 2017–18 Around 3.1% in 2025
Headline unemployment has 

fallen

Unemployment rate among 

youth aged 15–29
Around 18% in 2017–18 Around 10% in 2022–23

Youth unemployment 

declined, but remains high

Unemployment among 

graduates aged 25+
35% in 1983 39% in 2023

Graduate unemployment has 

worsened

Unemployment among 

graduates aged 25–29
12% in 1983 20% in 2023

Young graduates face serious 

employment difficulty

Estimated workforce 433 million in 2017–18
Approximately 616 million in 

2025

Number of workers has 

increased

Male workforce 338 million in 2017–18 416 million in 2025
Increased by around 78 

million

Female workforce 94 million in 2017–18 200 million in 2025 More than doubled

Estimated youth NEET 

population
— Around 9.2 crore

Almost equivalent to the 

population of Iran

Share of young population in 

NEET
— Around 25%

One in every four young 

persons









Basis Unemployed NEET

Not employed Yes Yes

Actively searching for work Normally yes May or may not be

Available to work Usually yes Not necessarily immediately

Attending educational institution No No

Participating in training No No

Included in labour force Yes Some may be outside it

Captures discouraged workers Generally no Yes

Captures full-time unpaid domestic 
workers

Generally no Often yes

Main purpose Measures open unemployment
Measures broader youth 
disengagement





Year Male workforce Female workforce Total

2017–18 338 million 94 million 433 million

2018–19 343 million 97 million 440 million

2019–20 357 million 122 million 480 million

2020–21 357 million 126 million 483 million

2021–22 363 million 126 million 490 million

2022–23 349 million 128 million 477 million

2023–24 387 million 186 million 573 million

2025 416 million 200 million 616 million





• Consider the following statements:
• The unemployment rate is calculated as a 

percentage of the total population. 
• A discouraged worker who is not actively 

looking for work may be excluded from the 
labour force. 

• The NEET indicator can include persons 
outside the labour force. 

• Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



SAVE America Act



Aspect Exam-relevant details

Full form
Safeguard American Voter Eligibility 

America Act

Country United States

Nature Proposed federal election legislation

Context

President Donald Trump has renewed calls for 

Congress to pass it over concerns about voter 

identity and alleged non-citizen voting

Objective
Ensure that only eligible US citizens register 

and vote in federal elections

Present status

Passed by the House of Representatives in 

February 2026 but remains stalled in the 

Senate; therefore, it is not yet a federal law

Senate hurdle
Normally requires 60 votes to overcome a 

filibuster

Law to be amended National Voter Registration Act, 1993



Provision What it proposes

Citizenship proof
Documentary proof of US citizenship for federal voter 

registration

Photo ID
Government-issued photo identification at the time of 

voting

Mail-in registration
Applicants registering by mail may have to present 

citizenship documents to election officials

Mail-in voting
Proposed restrictions, with exceptions such as illness, 

disability, military service or travel

Voter-roll verification
States may cross-check voter information with federal 

databases

Removal from rolls
Identification and removal of ineligible non-citizens from 

electoral rolls

Penalties
False declaration or unlawful registration may attract 

criminal consequences

Alternative procedure
States must create a verification process for eligible 

citizens who cannot produce prescribed documents



Provision Relevance

Article I, Section 4
State legislatures regulate congressional election 
procedures, but Congress may alter those rules

14th Amendment
Equal Protection Clause may be invoked if rules 
disproportionately burden particular groups

15th Amendment Prohibits denial of voting rights on racial grounds

19th Amendment Prohibits denial of voting rights on the basis of sex

24th Amendment Prohibits poll taxes in federal elections

Voting Rights Act, 1965
Protects racial and linguistic minorities against 
discriminatory voting practices



Basis United States India

Election management Decentralised; states administer elections
Central constitutional authority through Election 
Commission of India

Voting qualification US citizenship and other legal requirements
Indian citizenship, minimum age 18 and ordinary 
residence

Electoral roll State and local election authorities
Electoral Registration Officers under ECI 
supervision

Voter identification
Varies among states; proposed federal photo-ID 
standard

EPIC or other approved identity documents

Biometric system No universal election-linked biometric system
Aadhaar may be used for authentication, but 
submission is voluntary under election law

Mail voting Widely available in several states Postal ballot limited to specified categories

Online voting Not generally used nationwide No general remote online voting

Non-citizen voting Prohibited in federal elections Only Indian citizens can be registered as electors

Main concern Election integrity versus voter access
Electoral-roll accuracy while avoiding wrongful 
exclusion



• Consider the following statements about 
the SAVE America Act:

• It seeks documentary proof of US 
citizenship for federal voter registration. 

• It has already become a federal law 
applicable throughout the United 
States. 

• It proposes photo-identification 
requirements for voting. 

• Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

• A. 1 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



UPI completes ten 
years



Aspect Exam-relevant information

Full form Unified Payments Interface

Launch 11 April 2016

Developer/operator National Payments Corporation of India

Regulator Reserve Bank of India

Basic technology Built over Immediate Payment Service infrastructure

Nature
Instant, interoperable, real-time interbank payment 

system

Availability 24×7, including holidays

Uses Person-to-person and person-to-merchant payments

Identification
UPI ID/VPA, mobile number, QR code or linked bank 

details

Accounts
Multiple bank accounts can be accessed through one 

UPI application

Authentication Usually through device binding and UPI PIN

Important clarification
UPI is the payment infrastructure; Google Pay, PhonePe, 

Paytm and BHIM are applications using it



Indicator Position

FY 2016–17 transactions 2 crore

FY 2025–26 transactions 24,161.69 crore

Growth in volume Nearly 12,000 times

FY 2025–26 transaction value Approximately ₹314 lakh crore

Daily average transactions Around 66 crore

Banks live in March 2026 703

Banks live in July 2026 741

July 2026 volume 2,365.84 crore transactions

July 2026 value Approximately ₹29.88 lakh crore

Share in India’s digital-payment volume Around 84% in FY 2025–26

Global position
World’s largest real-time payment system by 

transaction volume

Share of global real-time payments Around 49% in 2025



Significance Challenges

Promotes financial inclusion Online fraud and social engineering

Reduces cash dependence Digital and smartphone divide

Helps small merchants through QR payments Transaction failures and network dependence

Low-cost and interoperable architecture Market concentration among a few applications

Supports formalisation of transactions Data privacy and cybersecurity

Strengthens India’s Digital Public Infrastructure Need for consumer awareness and grievance redressal

Enables internationalisation of the rupee payment 
ecosystem

Dependence on electricity, telecom and banking 
infrastructure



• Consider the following statements:

• UPI was developed by NPCI. 

• It functions under RBI’s regulatory 
oversight. 

• UPI transactions can take place only during 
banking hours. 

• UPI is built over IMPS infrastructure. 

• Which are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. All four



Mangrol: Third ASW Shallow Water Craft



Aspect Exam-relevant information

Name Mangrol

Type Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft

Class Mahe class

Builder Cochin Shipyard Limited, Kochi

Delivery 21 August 2026

Recipient Indian Navy

Position in series Third of eight ASW-SWCs being built by CSL

Indigenous content More than 80%

Classification standards Det Norske Veritas rules

Operating environment Shallow coastal and littoral waters

Strategic programme
Atmanirbhar Bharat and indigenous naval 

shipbuilding





Feature Details

Length Approximately 78 metres

Displacement Around 900 tonnes

Maximum speed Approximately 25 knots

Propulsion Diesel engine–waterjet propulsion

Primary role Detection, tracking and neutralisation of submarines in shallow waters

Sensors Advanced shallow-water sonars and underwater sensors

Weapons Lightweight torpedoes and indigenous anti-submarine rockets

Other missions
Underwater surveillance, search and rescue, mine laying and low-intensity maritime 
operations

Advantage Compact size and waterjet propulsion provide manoeuvrability in coastal waters



• Consider the following statements about Mangrol:

• It was constructed by Cochin Shipyard Limited. 

• It is designed mainly for anti-submarine operations in shallow 
coastal waters. 

• It uses diesel engine–waterjet propulsion. 

• It is a nuclear-powered submarine. 

• Which are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2, 3 and 4 only
D. All four





Thank you 


