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Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws
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Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws

n June, reality star Kylie

Jenner posted her latest

collaboration on social

media -~ a new design for
Meta’s line of Al-powered “smart
glasses". Images of her wearing
the glasses filled social media, as
did videos of her teenage self
lamenting the lack of privacy she
was afforded because of her fame,
The irony was unmissable: how is
Ms. Jenner, who was once so
worried about privacy, now
promoting a device that enables
surveillance’

messages,
notifications via voice command.
Built-in speakers help you listen to
music and an integrated camera
enables you to capture photos or

[and] a lightweight camera.” The
tech giant isn't shying away from
how inconspicuous these features
are; rather, it is flaunting it.

Privacy and data concerns

In India, the glasses, which have
been advertised everywhere, retail
at around 25,000. Stickers that
claim to completely cover the LED
available. Meta says that if the LED
is covered, the glasses will block
the recording until the sticker is
removed. Yet, workarounds are
just a Google search away. The
glasses also make a shutter sound
when they start and stop
recording, but this is not a strong
indicator that you are being
recorded. Further, Meta argues
that the glasses are “designed for

As wearable
tech becomes
more advanced,
bannlng it will

lnm-aslngh
difficult. Instead,
laws should be
framed with an
understanding
of how Al is

changing the
landscape

subject, such as requiring
additional verification before use.

The website adds, “Meta
collects data needed to help
ensure that your glasses and app
are reliable, secure and operating
normally” An investigation by
Swedish newspapers Svenska
Daghladet and Goteborgs-Posten
found that Meta's contracted
workers, who sometimes review
the data to track user experience,
were able to view sensitive content
filmed on the smart glasses,
including wearers using the toilet.
In a comment to BBC News, Meta
said its privacy policy states that it
sometimes uses contractors to
review data shared with them.

In this context, concerns about
women's privacy have grown. Data
from the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) show that in 2023,
before the glasses entered the
market, there were 3,678 cases of
women-centred cybercrimes, Of
these, 2,767 cases involved the

equally concerning. In 2023, the
NCRB recorded over 698 cases
related to the use or storage of
child sexual abuse material, If
adults cannot often recognise
whcndnghssesmmmrdma

scanned, mdpm'eminformamn

Lacuna in the law
India’s laws today do Bittle to

protect people from this
surveillance. The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA)
is technologically agnostic, making
the purpose of data collection the
key consideration. In a public
space, people can neither grant
consent nor monitor how their
information is used.
Following the landmark K.S.

Puttaswany vs. Union of India 2017
judgment

, reasonable expectation

of privacy was recognised as a
fundamental right under Article
21. This means that people, even
in public spaces, don't generally
expect to be captured in detail.
But the DPDPA excludes
information that is made publicly
available. Hence, the reasonable
expectation of privacy granted by
Puttaswanty is not met because the
Act does not regulate how
someone is being recorded in
public. The Act’s scope is diluted
further since there are minimal
indicators that you could be in
someone's frame, unlike someone
recording on their phone.

This combination of rapid tech
innovation and a lack of legal
regulation and public awareness

but Google and Reliance are also
entering the smart glasses market.
As wearable tech becomes more
admxed.bnmungltwﬁlbcconu
increasingly difficult. Instead, laws
should be framed with an
understanding of how Al is
changing the landscape. There is a
need for assessments on how
technology will evolve, the risks
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Smart Glasses and Gaps in India’s Privacy Laws

Meta's Al-powered smart glasses allow users to make calls, receive messages, listen to music, and

capture photos or videos through an integrated camera. Although marketed as ordinary-looking eyewear,

they contain speakers, microphones, a camera and Al-enabled features. The article argues that such

inconspicuous wearable devices create serious privacy and surveillance risks.

Major privacy concerns

People nearby may be recorded without their knowledge or consent, including in homes, classrooms,
offices, hospitals and public spaces.

The small LED recording indicator can reportedly be covered, after which recording is blocked only
until the obstruction is removed. This protects the wearer's control more than the privacy of those
being recorded.

Smart glasses make covert recording easier because they do not look like conventional cameras or
smartphones.

Women and children face particular risks, including stalking, voyeurism, sexual exploitation and the
creation or circulation of intimate material.

With a battery life of around four to nine hours, the glasses could collect large volumes of audio,
video and contextual information.

Contractors or employees reviewing collected data for product improvement may also encounter
sensitive footage.



Why existing Indian law may be inadequate

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 is technologically neutral, meaning it focuses on data
processing rather than a particular device. However, the article identifies important limitations:

e In public places, individuals may neither know that recording is happening nor have a practical
opportunity to grant or refuse consent.

e The Act excludes personal data made publicly available from some of its protections.

e |ts framework may not adequately regulate the initial act of secretly recording another person in a
public or semi-public setting.

e A small LED indicator may be insufficient to establish meaningful notice or informed consent.

Connection with the right to privacy

In K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), the Supreme Court recognised privacy as a fundamental
right under Article 21. The judgment also acknowledged a reasonable expectation of privacy.

Smart glasses complicate this principle. A person cannot ordinarily expect complete privacy in a public
place, but that does not necessarily mean they consent to being continuously recorded in detail. Wearable
cameras blur the distinction between merely being visible in public and becoming the subject of
persistent digital surveillance.



NCRB data mentioned in the article

According to the article, NCRB data for 2023 recorded:

e 3,678 cases of cybercrimes against women
e 2,767 cases involving the transmission or publication of sexually explicit material
e 698 cases concerning the use or storage of child sexual abuse material

The article uses these figures to show how discreet recording technology could intensify already-existing
online abuse.

What needs to be done

A complete ban may be impractical because wearable technology is likely to become increasingly
common. Instead, India needs:

e clear rules governing recording through wearable devices;

e prominent and tamper-resistant recording indicators;

e privacy-by-design standards and restrictions on continuous recording;

e special safeguards for schools, hospitals, changing rooms and other sensitive spaces;
 strict limits on data storage, sharing and human review;

o stronger remedies for non-consensual recording;

e public awareness about Al-enabled surveillance; and

o periodic legal reviews as wearable technology evolves.



Question: “Al-enabled wearable devices have blurred the distinction between innovation and
surveillance.” Discuss with reference to India’s privacy framework.

Answer approach: Introduce smart glasses - explain benefits = identify consent, surveillance and data-
processing risks = discuss Article 21, the Puttaswamy judgment and the DPDP Act - highlight protection
gaps - recommend technology-neutral but context-sensitive regulation.

Statement-based MCQ

Consider the following statements:

1. The Supreme Court recognised privacy as a fundamental right in the Puttaswamy judgment.

2. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 applies only to specific technologies mentioned in the
Act.

3. A person appearing in public necessarily loses every form of privacy protection.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1only
B.1and 2 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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In-principle nod for
airports’ privatisation

Public Private Partnership Appraisal Committee approves proposal

for third round of privatisation covering 11 airports in five bundles

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he government’s

Public Private Part-

nership Appraisal
Committee (PPPAC) has gi-
ven in-principle approval
to the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion’s proposal for the
third round of airport priv-
atisation, covering 11 air-
ports across five bundles,
according to a government
document.

The proposal will now
move towards securing the
PPPAC’s final approval, fol-
lowing which it will be
placed before the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA).

The 11 airports being
considered for privatisa-
tion in five bundles include
Amritsar and Kangra; Vara-
nasi, Gaya and Kushinagar;
Bhubaneswar and Hubbal-
li; Raipur and Aurangabad;
and Tiruchirappalli and Ti-
rupati.

The airports being considered for privatisation include Amritsar
and Kangra; and Tiruchirappalli and Tirupati. FILE PHOTO

Responding to the
PPPAC Chair’s concern ov-
er the risks of oligopolistic
concentration and over-
leveraging in the airport
sector, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said it plans to cap
the number of airport bun-
dles that can be awarded to
a single bidder.

The modalities for the
proposed cap are being fi-
nalised and will be submit-
ted as part of the proposal
seeking the PPPAC’s final
recommendation, accord-
ing to the Record of Discus-

sion dated August 20.

The issue of bidder con-
centration gained promi-
nence following the pre-
vious round of airport
privatisation, in which the
Adani Group won bids for
all six airports on offer.

At the time, the PPPAC
had rejected key recom-
mendations from the Fi-
nance Ministry and NITI
Aayog, including a limit of
two airports per bidder
and requirement for prior
airport operations and
management experience.



Particular

Number of airports

Number of bundles
Ownership at present
Proposed operational model
Proposed concession period
Estimated private investment
Initial approval
Administrative ministry
Airport operator/asset owner
Tariff regulator

Selection criterion proposed

Employee transition
Employee retention

Competition safeguard

Details

11

5

Airports Authority of India

Public-Private Partnership

50 years

Approximately 38,622 crore

PPPAC'’s in-principle approval

Ministry of Civil Aviation

Airports Authority of India

Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India
Per-passenger fee for domestic passengers
One-year joint management period proposed

Private concessionaire to retain 60% of AAlI employees
for up to three years

Cap proposed on bundles that one bidder can win



Bundle

Bundle |

Bundle Il

Bundle Il

Bundle IV

Bundle V

Total

Airports

Amritsar and Kangra-
Gaggal

Raipur and
Aurangabad/Chhatrapati

Sambhajinagar

Bhubaneswar and
Hubballi

Tiruchirappalli and
Tirupati

Varanasi, Gaya and
Kushinagar

11 airports

States/UTs

Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh

Chhattisgarh and
Maharashtra

Odisha and
Karnataka

Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar

Strategic logic

International/religious-
tourism airport paired with a
smaller hill airport

State-capital airport paired
with a tourism and industrial
centre

Major eastern airport paired

with an emerging regional
hub

International traffic
combined with a major
pilgrimage destination

Buddhist and religious

tourism circuit

Five larger airports bundled
with six smaller airports

Estimated
investment

X523 crore

X1,496 crore

2,725 crore

X1,411 crore

X2,467 crore

X8,622 crore



Why has the government chosen bundling?

Cross-subsidisation

The stronger airport may generate sufficient commercial revenue to support the development of the
weaker airport.

Financial viability

Private companies may be unwilling to bid for a small or loss-making airport individually. Bundling makes
the entire project more commercially viable.

Balanced regional development

Smaller cities can obtain better terminals, passenger facilities, connectivity and management expertise.

Integrated tourism circuits

Some bundles connect complementary tourism destinations. For example:

» Varanasi-Gaya-Kushinagar can strengthen the Hindu and Buddhist tourism circuits.
« Amritsar-Kangra can promote religious, cultural and Himalayan tourism.
« Tiruchirappalli-Tirupati links two important religious and regional aviation markets.

Risk diversification

Traffic weakness at one airport may be compensated by stronger performance at another airport in the
same bundle.



Dimension
Capital mobilisation

Infrastructure

Passenger experience

Efficiency

Non-aeronautical revenue

Regional connectivity

AAl resources

Tourism
Employment

Economic multiplier

Potential benefit
Private investment reduces immediate pressure on government finances

Faster terminal expansion and technological modernisation

Better sanitation, retail, parking, digital services and terminal management

Professional management may improve turnaround time and asset utilisation

Better use of retail, advertising, hospitality and city-side land

Bundling may make smaller airports financially sustainable

AAl can use concession receipts to develop airports in underserved regions

Better airports can strengthen pilgrimage, heritage and Buddhist circuits
Airport expansion may generate direct and indirect employment

Connectivity supports business, logistics, tourism and local investment



Major concerns and challenges

Creation of private monopolies

An airport is often a natural monopoly within its geographical area. Passengers and airlines may have few
alternatives. Replacing a public monopoly with an inadequately regulated private monopoly may not
necessarily improve public welfare.

Higher user charges

Private operators must recover investment and earn returns. This could increase:

» user development fees;
« airline charges;

« parking fees;

« retail rentals; and

« other service costs.

Higher airline costs may eventually be passed to passengers through airfares.

Commercial interest versus public service

A private operator may prioritise profitable routes, premium services and commercial development over
regional-connectivity or social obligations.

Regulatory capacity

Successful privatisation requires a strong, independent regulator. Weak regulation can result in:

» excessive tariffs;
* poor service standards;
« related-party contracting;



* Consider the following statements
regarding the Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee:

* |t appraises PPP projects proposed by
Central government ministries and
departments.

* |t functions under the Department of
Economic Affairs.

* |t is a constitutional body chaired by the
Minister of Civil Aviation.

 Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and 3



* ECONOMICS

The other ‘NEET’ that
Indianeeds to address

TABLE1

«Size of workforce

Ubrr MISRA

YOUTH PROTESTS that forced the resig-
nation of India’s Union Education Minister
almost exactly a month ago have not only
brought the issue of education into sharp
focus, but also highlighted concerns related
to unemployment — especially among the

Until now, the government has often
citeddataon the Unemployment Rate (UER)
tosuggest that Indiansaredoingwell onthe
jobs front. The UER is calculated as the
number of unemployed people within the
total labour force (those currently working
or looking for work). Official data from the
Periodic Labour Force Surveys (PLFS) says
that the UER has fallensteadily from 6.1%in
2017-18 — hitting a 45-year high — to just
3.1%in2025.

This is the UER for those aged 15 years
and above, suggesting that broadly, the In-
dian economy has been creating jobs. How-
ever, at least threefl diate problems arise
even ifonelooks only at the UER.

Youth unemployment: Growing
worry

The first problem is that the UER for
those between the ages of 15 and 29 years is
still quite high, even though thisnumberhas
also been falling. It has fallen from almost
18% in2017-18 to around 10% in 2022-23 but
hassincestayed at this level.

In fact, not only is the unemployment
rate highest among the youth as a cohort, it
rises with educational attainment. As Chart
1shows, graduates aged 25 face the highest
unemployment rate — as high as almost
40%. It means that on average, 4 out of 10
graduates aged 25 vears looking forwork fail
togetit.

The data is from the State of Working
India(SWI)2026 report by researchersat the
Azim Premji University. Theyalso calculated
that the UER among young Indians with
education up to graduation or more was ac-
tually higher in 2023 than in 1983,

While graduates being unemployed is
notanewphenomenoninIndia, somuchso
that even moviesof yesteryears capture this
routine but crushing reality, the situation

A closer look at employment data
shows, among other things, the sheer

number of young Indians who are not
ineducation, jobs or training

CHART1

*Unemploymentriseswith
educational attainment

Graduate and above (among those

below 25 years of age)
1063 | 25
2023 | 39%

Graduate and above (25 to 29 years)

e [N

2023 | 20%

CHART 2

*Only self-employment spikes forwomen
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seems to be worseningovertime.

Quality of jobs, not just quantity

The second problem is that while more
jobs have been created since 2017-18, thereis
abigquestion mark on their quality. Table1
showsthesize ofthe Indian workforce —the
total numberof peoplewith ajob. It hasrisen
from 43.3 crore (or 433 million)in 2017-18to
around 61 crore as of December 2025.

But a closer look shows that most new
jobs are either in agriculture or in pursuits
that pay little or see stagnant eamings. The
SW12026 pointed out: “In the post-Covid
period India's employed population hasin-
creased... with employment rates rising
from71to 74 percent formen and from 26 to
34percent forwomen, between 2021-22and
2023-24. But the majority of employment
creation has been in agriculture, Of the 83
million jobs added between 2021-22 and
2023-24,40 million have beeninagri >
with womenaccounting foralarge share (38
million)."

Similarly, while women have increas-
inglyjoined India'sworkforce — from 94 mil-
lion in2017-18t0 186 million in2023-24 —as
Chart 2 shows, most earn very little. “The
numberof women inown-accountself-em-
ployment has seen a nearly four-fold in-
creasesince 2017 Self-employment earnings
among women and salaried earnings (for
men and women) have largely stagnated,”
statesthereport.

Unemployment rate misleads
Lastly, inadeveloping economy such as

India, using the UER to assess job market

stress can be deeply misleading. That's be-

Capturing

lack of jobs

InIndia, thereis
evidence to show
that not everyone

registersin

official surveys

as people looking
forajob.
L

NEET.an
acronym for ‘Not
in Employment,
Education, or
Training',isa
metric that can
help measure
unemployment
inamore
comprehensive
manner.

cause the unemployment rate is
measured as a percentage of the people
demanding a job. While this is a reason-
able approach generally, in India, evi-
dence shows that not everyone registers
in official surveys as people looking fora
job. As such, the number of people unem-
ployed is often far more than what is
captured.

Rosa Abraham, an associate professor
of economics who teaches at APU and is
one of the authors of the SW1 report, told
The Indian Express, “Unemployment is
only measured when you are willing to
work and/or searching for a job. But, es-
pecially in the case of women (in India),
what would happen is that regardless of
theireducation, and even when they have,
say, completed graduation, they may not
explicitly record or be recorded (in the sur-
veys) as looking for work.” Such women
thusget counted out of the “labour force”.

Ifthese people were counted asunem-
ployed, they would then be part of the la-
bour force, and the unemployment rate
would be much higher.

“So UER is really the lowest estimate
of people who are not being mobilised
into the workforce. Thereis an entire pool
of people who are out of the labour force
who are either discouraged workers, or
there are social norms (often for women)
that keep them out of work,” explains
Abraham.

The other NEET
Another metric better captures how

the Indian economy is failing its youth. It
is called NEET — an acronym for “Not in

Employment, Education, or Training”.

NEET “isacomprehensive measure of
this labourunder-utilisation while exclud-
ing those in education or training. NEET
not only includes the unemployed, but
also those who are of working age and are
neither in education/training noremploy-
ment,” the APU report says.

Simply put, NEET presumes that
many people may be pursuing education
and, as such, they cannot be expected to
join the workforce. So, NEET attempts to
understand the share of people outside
this umbrella.

According to PLFS data from March,
25% of Indian youth were NEET. Popula-
tion projections by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare state that India’s
youth population in 2026 stood at 36.8
crore, making it the world's largest youth
population. If one applies the same pro-
portion of NEET to 2026, out of a total
youth population of 368 million (36.8
crore), around 92 million or 9.2 crore are
in NEET.

In other words, the number of Indian
youth neither involved in education nor
skillingnorany kind of employment today
is around 9.2 crore — almost equal to the
entire population of Iran.

Apart from the high youth unemploy-
ment rate, sucha high absolute number of
NEET population may explain the grow-
ing youth unrest in the country. It is also
important to remember that these
numbers are at a time when the govern-
ment is happy with the pace of economic
growth based on GDP figures, even calling
ita “goldilocks"” period.



* India’s public debate commonly associates NEET with the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test.
In labour economics, however, NEET has an entirely different and highly important meaning:

* NEET: Not in Employment, Education or Training

* It refers to young people who are:
* not employed;
* not attending school, college or another educational institution; and
* not participating in vocational or skill training.

* The article argues that India should look beyond the conventional unemployment rate because it
fails to capture the large number of young people who are outside employment, education and
training but are not actively searching for work.
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CHART1
eUnemploymentrises with
educational attainment

Graduate and above (among those
below 25 years of age)

1983 [ 35%
2023 \ 39%

Graduate and above (25 to 29 years)

1083 [N 2%

2023 | 20%
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-Slze of workforce
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Indicator
Overall unemployment rate
Unemployment rate among

youth aged 15-29

Unemployment among
graduates aged 25+

Unemployment among
graduates aged 25-29

Estimated workforce

Male workforce

Female workforce

Estimated youth NEET
population

Share of young population in
NEET

Earlier position

6.1% in 2017-18

Around 18% in 2017-18

35% in 1983

12% in 1983

433 million in 2017-18

338 million in 2017-18

94 million in 2017-18

Recent position

Around 3.1% in 2025

Around 10% in 2022-23

39% in 2023

20% in 2023

Approximately 616 million in
2025

416 million in 2025
200 million in 2025

Around 9.2 crore

Around 25%

Interpretation

Headline unemployment has
fallen

Youth unemployment
declined, but remains high

Graduate unemployment has
worsened

Young graduates face serious
employment difficulty

Number of workers has
increased

Increased by around 78
million

More than doubled

Almost equivalent to the
population of Iran

One in every four young
persons



Understanding the basic labour-market concepts

Labour force

The labour force consists of:

« people who are employed; and
« people who are unemployed but are actively looking for and available for work.

Labour Force = Employed + Unemployed seeking work

Labour Force Participation Rate

The Labour Force Participation Rate, or LFPR, measures the proportion of the population that is part of
the labour force.

LFPR — Labour Ff.)rce « 100
Population

A person who is neither working nor looking for work is normally outside the labour force.

Worker Population Ratio

The Worker Population Ratio, or WPR, measures the proportion of the population that is actually
employed.

Number of employed persons

x 100
Population

WPR =




Unemployment Rate

The unemployment rate measures unemployed people as a percentage of the labour force, not as a
percentage of the total population.

Unemployed persons seeking and available for work

Labour Force X400

Unemployment Rate =

This denominator is crucial. People who want employment but have stopped actively searching may be
excluded from both the labour force and the unemployment count.

Why can the unemployment rate be misleading?

Consider a simplified example of 100 young people:

Status Number ()

Employed 40
Actively looking for employment 5
Studying or undergoing training 25
Not working, studying, training or looking for work 30

The official labour force consists of:

4045 =45



What does the NEET indicator measure?

The NEET rate measures young people who are simultaneously outside:

« employment;
« formal education; and
» vocational or skill training.

Youth not in employment, education or training

NEET Rate = x 100

Total youth population
For Indian policy discussions, the youth age group is commonly taken as 15-29 years, including in NIT|
Aayog's skilling framework. NITI Aayog »

Why is it a more comprehensive indicator?

The NEET indicator captures:
» openly unemployed youth;
» discouraged workers;
« women confined to unpaid domestic work;
» people who have stopped looking for jobs;
« youth unable to afford further education;
» youth without access to training;
« persons facing mobility and safety restrictions; and
» those disconnected from labour-market institutions.

It therefore captures labour underutilisation more broadly than the conventional unemployment rate.



Basis Unemployed NEET

Not employed Yes Yes

Actively searching for work Normally yes May or may not be
Available to work Usually yes Not necessarily immediately
Attending educational institution No No

Participating in training No No

Included in labour force Yes Some may be outside it
Captures discouraged workers Generally no Yes

\(;Ia:)pr’:(t;rris full-time unpaid domestic Generally no Often yes

Main purpose Measures open unemployment Measures broader youth

disengagement



Why is unemployment higher among educated youth?

Aspirational mismatch

Educated youth may be unwilling to accept agricultural, casual or very low-paying work because they
expect employment matching their qualifications.

Skills mismatch

A degree does not necessarily provide the technical, digital, communication or problem-solving skills

demanded by employers.

Shortage of white-collar employment

Growth in the number of graduates has outpaced the creation of professional, managerial, administrative
and permanent salaried jobs.
Government-job preference

Many graduates spend several years preparing for government examinations. During this period, they may
remain unemployed or outside conventional employment, though some may still be classified as students
or jobseekers.

Poor industry-academia linkage

Educational curricula frequently remain disconnected from workplace requirements.

Credential inflation

When the supply of graduates rises faster than skilled jobs, employers may demand degrees even for
roles that previously required lower qualifications. This reduces the employment advantage of a degree.



Year
2017-18
2018-19
2019-20
2020-21
2021-22
2022-23
2023-24
2025

338 mi
343 mi
357 mi
357 mi
363 mi
349 mi
387 mi
416 mi

Male workforce

jon
ion
lon
lon
lon
lon
lon

ion

94 mi

97 mi
122 mi
126 mi
126 mi
128 mi
186 mi
200 mi

Female workforce

lon
ion
lon
lon
lon
lon
lon

ion

Total

433 mi
440 mi
480 mi
483 mi
490 mi
477 mi
573 mi
616 mi

jon
ion
lon
lon
lon
lon
lon

ion



Large youth population

Education, skills and jobs?

/ i
£ \
\
Available Unavailable

[ T

High NEET and
underemployment

| |

Demographic dividend Demographic burden

Higher productivity



e Consider the following statements:

* The unemployment rate is calculated as a
percentage of the total population.

e A discouraged worker who is not actively

looking for work may be excluded from the
labour force.

* The NEET indicator can include persons
outside the labour force.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and3

e -



 E America Act




Aspect
Full form

Country

Nature

Context

Objective

Present status

Senate hurdle

Law to be amended

Exam-relevant details

Safeguard American Voter Eligibility
America Act

United States
Proposed federal election legislation

President Donald Trump has renewed calls for
Congress to pass it over concerns about voter
identity and alleged non-citizen voting

Ensure that only eligible US citizens register
and vote in federal elections

Passed by the House of Representatives in
February 2026 but remains stalled in the
Senate; therefore, it is not yet a federal law

Normally requires 60 votes to overcome a
filibuster

National Voter Registration Act, 1993



Provision

Citizenship proof

Photo ID

Mail-in registration

Mail-in voting

Voter-roll verification

Removal from rolls

Penalties

Alternative procedure

What it proposes

Documentary proof of US citizenship for federal voter
registration

Government-issued photo identification at the time of
voting

Applicants registering by mail may have to present
citizenship documents to election officials

Proposed restrictions, with exceptions such as illness,
disability, military service or travel

States may cross-check voter information with federal
databases

Identification and removal of ineligible non-citizens from
electoral rolls

False declaration or unlawful registration may attract
criminal consequences

States must create a verification process for eligible
citizens who cannot produce prescribed documents



Provision Relevance

State legislatures regulate congressional election

Article I, Section 4
procedures, but Congress may alter those rules

Equal Protection Clause may be invoked if rules

14th Amendment disproportionately burden particular groups

15th Amendment Prohibits denial of voting rights on racial grounds
19th Amendment Prohibits denial of voting rights on the basis of sex
24th Amendment Prohibits poll taxes in federal elections

Protects racial and linguistic minorities against

Voting Rights Act, 1965 discriminatory voting practices



Basis

Election management

Voting qualification

Electoral roll

Voter identification

Biometric system

Mail voting

Online voting

Non-citizen voting

Main concern

United States

Decentralised; states administer elections

US citizenship and other legal requirements

State and local election authorities

Varies among states; proposed federal photo-I1D

standard

No universal election-linked biometric system

Widely available in several states

Not generally used nationwide

Prohibited in federal elections

Election integrity versus voter access

India

Central constitutional authority through Election
Commission of India

Indian citizenship, minimum age 18 and ordinary
residence

Electoral Registration Officers under ECI
supervision

EPIC or other approved identity documents

Aadhaar may be used for authentication, but
submission is voluntary under election law

Postal ballot limited to specified categories

No general remote online voting
Only Indian citizens can be registered as electors

Electoral-roll accuracy while avoiding wrongful
exclusion



e Consider the following statements about
the SAVE America Act:

* |t seeks documentary proof of US
citizenship for federal voter registration.

* |t has already become a federal law
applicable throughout the United
States.

* |t proposes photo-identification
requirements for voting.

 Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



UPI completes ten
years




Aspect

Full form

Launch
Developer/operator
Regulator

Basic technology
Nature

Availability

Uses

Identification

Accounts
Authentication

Important clarification

Exam-relevant information

Unified Payments Interface

11 April 2016

National Payments Corporation of India

Reserve Bank of India

Built over Immediate Payment Service infrastructure

Instant, interoperable, real-time interbank payment
system

24x7, including holidays
Person-to-person and person-to-merchant payments

UPI ID/VPA, mobile number, QR code or linked bank
details

Multiple bank accounts can be accessed through one
UPI application

Usually through device binding and UPI PIN

UPI is the payment infrastructure; Google Pay, PhonePe,
Paytm and BHIM are applications using it



Indicator

FY 2016-17 transactions

FY 2025-26 transactions
Growth in volume

FY 2025-26 transaction value
Daily average transactions
Banks live in March 2026
Banks live in July 2026

July 2026 volume

July 2026 value

Share in India’s digital-payment volume
Global position

Share of global real-time payments

Position

2 crore

24,161.69 crore

Nearly 12,000 times
Approximately X314 lakh crore
Around 66 crore

703

741

2,365.84 crore transactions
Approximately 29.88 lakh crore
Around 84% in FY 2025-26

World’s largest real-time payment system by
transaction volume

Around 49% in 2025



Significance

Promotes financial inclusion

Reduces cash dependence

Helps small merchants through QR payments
Low-cost and interoperable architecture

Supports formalisation of transactions

Strengthens India’s Digital Public Infrastructure

Enables internationalisation of the rupee payment
ecosystem

Challenges

Online fraud and social engineering

Digital and smartphone divide

Transaction failures and network dependence
Market concentration among a few applications

Data privacy and cybersecurity

Need for consumer awareness and grievance redressal

Dependence on electricity, telecom and banking
infrastructure



* Consider the following statements:
e UPI was developed by NPCI.

* It functions under RBI’s regulatory
oversight.

* UPI transactions can take place only during
banking hours.

e UPI is built over IMPS infrastructure.
 Which are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1,2and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D. All four




Mangrol: Third ASW Shallow Water Craft



Aspect

Name

Type

Class

Builder

Delivery

Recipient

Position in series
Indigenous content
Classification standards

Operating environment

Strategic programme

Exam-relevant information

Mangrol

Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft
Mahe class

Cochin Shipyard Limited, Kochi

21 August 2026

Indian Navy

Third of eight ASW-SWCs being built by CSL
More than 80%

Det Norske Veritas rules

Shallow coastal and littoral waters

Atmanirbhar Bharat and indigenous naval
shipbuilding






Feature Details

Length Approximately 78 metres

Displacement Around 900 tonnes

Maximum speed Approximately 25 knots

Propulsion Diesel engine—waterjet propulsion

Primary role Detection, tracking and neutralisation of submarines in shallow waters
Sensors Advanced shallow-water sonars and underwater sensors

Weapons Lightweight torpedoes and indigenous anti-submarine rockets

Underwater surveillance, search and rescue, mine laying and low-intensity maritime

Other missions )
operations

Advantage Compact size and waterjet propulsion provide manoeuvrability in coastal waters



* Consider the following statements about Mangrol:
It was constructed by Cochin Shipyard Limited.

* Itis designed mainly for anti-submarine operations in shallow
coastal waters.

* It uses diesel engine—waterjet propulsion.
* Itis a nuclear-powered submarine.
* Which are correct?

e A.1and2only
B.1, 2and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D. All four




Word of the day

Nefarious:
extremely wicked

Synonym: villainous

Usa €. The committee unearthed a nefarious
plot to manipulate the election process.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/nefarious

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /nt'feasi.as/




Thank you




