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“If your goal 
scares you a 
little, it’s 
probably 
worth your 
full effort.”
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Topic / शब्द Key facts (English + Hindi) Exam angle / परीक्षा उपयोग

Central Military Commission (CMC) / कें द्रीय सैन्य 
आयोग

China’s top military command body; oversees PLA command & control 
/ चीन की शीर्ष सैन्य कमान संस्था; PLA के कमांड-ननयंत्रण क की ननगरानी

Power structure, civil–military 
relations

Politburo / पोलितब्यूरो Core decision-making circle in CPC; membership signals political 
weight / CPC का शीर्ष ननण कषय-समूह; सदस्यता = उच्च राजनीनतक प्रभाव Chinese governance structure

“Discipline & law violations” phrase / “अनुशासन व 
कानून उल्िंघन”

Common CPC wording often used in corruption/party-discipline cases / 
पार्टी-लशस्त व भ्रष्र्टाचार मामिों में प्रचलित आधिकारिरक शब्दाविी

Governance + anti-corruption 
questions

PLA Rocket Force / PLA रॉकेर्ट फोसष Strategic missile arm (conventional + nuclear delivery systems) / 
रण कनीनतक लमसाइि बि (परंपरागत + परमाण कु डडिीवरी)

Security, deterrence, IR current 
affairs

South China Sea / दक्षक्षण क चीन सागर High-stakes maritime disputes; sea lanes + EEZ/UNCLOS issues / समुद्री 
वववाद; व्यापार मागष, EEZ/UNCLOS पहिू

Map-based + UNCLOS/EEZ 
themes

East China Sea / पूवी चीन सागर Dispute-prone region; impacts Japan–China tensions / वववाद-संभाववत 
के्षत्र; जापान-चीन तनाव से जुडा Regional geopolitics

Taiwan issue / ताइवान मुद्दा Self-ruled island claimed by China; major flashpoint / स्व-शालसत द्वीप, 
चीन का दावा; बडा तनाव-बबदं ु One-China policy, Strait crisis

Cultural Revolution (1966–76) / सांस्कृनतक क्ांनत Major political upheaval; reference used as historical benchmark / बडा 
राजनीनतक उथि-पुथि काि; तुिना हेतु संदभष History linkage in IR questions



Exam (Year) Question (English + Hindi together) Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS) 2022

Which statement best describes UNCLOS 

relevance to maritime disputes like South 
China Sea? / UNCLOS का समुद्री वववाद (जैसे 
SCS) में महत्व क्या है?

UNCLOS provides framework for 

EEZ/continental shelf rights / EEZ व समुद्री 
अधिकारों का ढांचा

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS) 2021

Consider: Freedom of Navigation is often 

discussed in context of which region? / 
Freedom of Navigation ककस के्षत्र के संदभष में 
अधिक चचाष में?

South China Sea / दक्षक्षण क चीन सागर (and 

Indo-Pacific)

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS) 2020

“One China Policy” is most directly linked with 

which issue? / “One China Policy” सबसे सीिे 
ककस मुद्दे से जुडी?

Taiwan / ताइवान

CDS (GK) 2023
PLA is the armed force of which country? / 

PLA ककस देश की सशस्त्र सेना है? China / चीन

AFCAT (GK) 2021

Taiwan Strait is located between which two 

landmasses? / ताइवान जिडमरूमध्य ककन दो 
भूभागों के बीच?

Taiwan and China’s mainland (Fujian coast) 

/ ताइवान व चीन मुख्यभूलम

SSC CGL (GS) 2019

The Politburo is associated with which 

political party? / Politburo ककस राजनीनतक दि 
से जुडा?

Communist Party of China / चीनी कम्युननस्र्ट
पार्टी

IBPS PO (GA) 2020

South China Sea disputes are primarily 

among which set of countries? / SCS वववाद 
मुख्यतः ककन देशों में?

China & multiple SE Asian littorals (e.g., 

Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei) / चीन 
व कई SEA तर्टीय देश

Railway NTPC (GS) 2021

Cultural Revolution is associated with which 

country and leader? / सरांस्कृतिक क्रांति ककस 
देश व नेता से जुडी?

China; Mao Zedong / चीन; माओ जेदोंग



• Consider the following statements / तिम्ि कथिों पर विचरर 
कीजिए:

• Zhang Youxia is a Vice-Chairman of the Central Military 
Commission (CMC). / झांग योउश्या CMC के उपाध्यक्ष हैं।
• Liu Zhenli is the Chief of Staff of the CMC Joint Staff 
Department. / लिय ूझेनिी CMC जॉइंर्ट स्र्टाफ डडपार्टषमेंर्ट के चीफ 
ऑफ स्र्टाफ हैं।
• The probe was announced by China’s Defence Ministry for 
“serious violations of discipline and law.” / जांच की जानकारी 
रक्षा मंत्रािय ने “अनुशासन व कानून के गंभीर उल्िंघन” के संदभष में 
दी।
• Which of the above are correct? / उपर्युक्ि में से कौि-से सही 
हैं?
A) 1 and 2 only / केवि 1 और 2
B) 2 and 3 only / केवि 2 और 3
C) 1 and 3 only / केवि 1 और 3
D) 1, 2 and 3 / 1, 2 और 3











• Policy direction / िीति सांकेि
• Policy focus may gradually shift from employment 
generation to old-age support systems. / नीनत प्राथलमकता 
रोज़गरर सिृि से िीरे-िीरे िदृ्धरिस्थर सहररर-िांत्र की ओर लशफ्र्ट हो 
सकती है।
• Suggested changes: healthcare financing reforms, 
preventive health systems, PPPs, and rationalising subsidies 
& non-merit spending to create fiscal space. / सुझाव: 
हेल्थकेर्र फरइिेंससांग सयधरर, वििेंटिि हेल्थ ससस्िम, PPP, और 
सजससडी/िॉि-मेररि खच ुकर र्यजक्िकरण।
• Healthier ageing can boost labour supply by extending 
working lives and improving older workers’ productivity. / 
स्वस्थ ageing से करमकरिी िीिि बढरकर और िररष्ठ कसमुर्ों की 
उत्परदकिर बढरकर श्रम-आपूनतष को सहारा लमि सकता है।



Concept / अविारण का Key points (English + Hindi together) याद रखने योग्य

Silver economy / लसल्वर इकोनॉमी
Economy linked to needs & spending of 
older persons (healthcare, assistive tech, 
senior housing, insurance, leisure) / बुजुगों
की जरूरतों व खचष से जुडी अथषव्यवस्था

Ageing = new service/industry 
opportunities

Old-age dependency ratio / वदृ्ि ननभषरता
अनुपात

Older (commonly 60+/65+) per 100 
working-age (15–64) / कायषशीि आयु पर 
वदृ्िों का दबाव

Pension, healthcare, fiscal stress

Demographic dividend / जनसांख्ख्यकीय 
िाभांश

Growth window when working-age share is 
high; closes as ageing rises / कामकाजी 
आबादी अधिक होने पर ववकास अवसर; 
ageing से घर्टता

Jobs + skilling are crucial to “capture” 
dividend

Ageing thresholds (RBI in report) / एख्जंग 
सीमा

Ageing ≥15%, Intermediate 10–<15%, 
Youthful <10% (60+ share) / 60+ हहस्सेदारी
आिारिरत वगीकरण क

Direct statement-based MCQ material

Policy shift / नीनत बदिाव
From job creation focus → old-age support 
+ preventive healthcare + fiscal 
reprioritisation / रोजगार से वदृ्ि-सहारा व 
स्वास््य पर जोर

“Social sector + fiscal reforms” theme

Healthy ageing / स्वस्थ वदृ्िावस्था
Preventive care, NCD control, geriatric 
care, assistive devices / रोकथाम आिारिरत 
स्वास््य, जेरिरयाहिक केयर

Reduces burden; supports productivity



Exam (Year) Question (English + Hindi together) Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims 
(2023)

Demographic dividend depends mainly on what 
factor(s)? / जनसांख्ख्यकीय िाभांश मुख्यतः ककस पर 
ननभषर?

Higher working-age share + productive 
employment/skills / अधिक कायषशीि आयु + 
रोजगार/कौशि

UPSC CSE Prelims 
(2021)

Dependency ratio is generally used to indicate what? / 
डडपेंडेंसी रेश्यो क्या दशाषता है?

Burden of dependents on working-age population / 
कायषशीि आबादी पर आधश्रतों का भार

UPSC CSE Prelims 
(2018)

Population ageing primarily increases pressure on 
which sectors? / जनसंख्या ageing से ककन के्षत्रों पर 
दबाव बढ़ता है?

Healthcare + pensions/social security / स्वास््य + 
पेंशन/सोशि लसक्योरिरर्टी

SSC CGL (2020)
Working-age population is commonly defined as 
which age group? / कायषशीि आयु समूह सामान्यतः 
क्या?

15–64 years / 15–64 वर्ष

IBPS PO (2022)
“Silver economy” relates to which population 
segment? / “लसल्वर इकोनॉमी” ककस वगष से संबंधित? Elderly/senior citizens / वरिरष्ठ नागरिरक

CDS (2021)
Declining fertility over time generally leads to what 
demographic outcome? / समय के साथ प्रजनन दर 
घर्टने से क्या परिरण काम?

Ageing + slower population growth / ageing + िीमी 
जनसंख्या वदृ्धि

Railway NTPC 
(2020)

Which one is a likely consequence of rising old-age 
dependency? / वदृ्ि ननभषरता बढ़ने का संभाववत 
परिरण काम?

Higher fiscal burden on health & pensions / स्वास््य-
पेंशन पर राजकोर्ीय भार



• Consider the following statements / तिम्ि कथिों पर विचरर 
कीजिए:

• As per the report’s classification, a State is “ageing” if the 
share of population aged 60+ is 25% or more. / रिरपोर्टष के 
अनुसार 60+ हहस्सा 15% र्र अधधक होने पर राज्य “ageing” है।
• Kerala’s share of working-age (15–64) population is 
projected to fall to 59.5% by 2036. / केरि की 15–64 हहस्सेदारी 
2036 तक 59.5% होने का अनुमान है।
• Tamil Nadu is expected to enter the ageing category in 
2026 with 15.8% population aged above 60. / तलमिनाडु 2026 
में 15.8% (60+) के साथ ageing श्रेण की में आन ेकी उम्मीद है।
• Which of the above are correct? / उपर्युक्ि में से कौि-से सही 
हैं?
A) 1 and 2 only / केवि 1 और 2
B) 2 and 3 only / केवि 2 और 3
C) 1 and 3 only / केवि 1 और 3
D) 1, 2 and 3 / 1, 2 और 3











Award Name Field / Achievement

Padma Vibhushan
Dharmendra Singh Deol 
(Posthumous)

Legendary Indian film actor with iconic contribution 
to Indian cinema. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

K T Thomas
Distinguished service in public affairs & judiciary. 
(Ministry of Home Affairs)

N Rajam
Eminent violinist, contribution to Indian classical 
music. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

P Narayanan
Literature & education, contributions to Indian 
intellectual heritage. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

V S Achuthanandhan 
(Posthumous)

Public affairs & social service. (Ministry of Home 
Affairs)

(The full Padma Shri list includes 113 awardees from 
many sectors such as literature, science, education, 
archaeology, etc.) (translate.google.com)

https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://translate.google.com/translate?client=srp&hl=hi&sl=en&tl=hi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fm.economictimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fpadma-awards-2026-announced-full-list-of-padma-vibhushan-padma-bhushan-and-padma-shri-winners%2Farticleshow%2F127477081.cms&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Padma Bhushan Alka Yagnik Renowned playback singer with wide impact on Indian music. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Bhagat Singh Koshyari Public affairs, contributions in governance. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Kallipatti Ramasamy Palaniswamy Medical contributions in Tamil Nadu. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Mammootty Celebrated Malayalam cinema actor with national impact. (The Times of India)

Dr. Nori Dattatreyudu Medical science & research (oncology). (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Piyush Pandey (Posthumous) Art & social contributions. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

S K M Maeilanandhan Social work and community service. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Shatavadhani R Ganesh Art (literature & scholarship). (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Shibu Soren (Posthumous) Public affairs (political leadership). (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Uday Kotak Trade & industry, contribution to Indian banking & finance. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

V K Malhotra (Posthumous) Public affairs & administration. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Vellappally Natesan Public affairs & social service. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Vijay Amritraj Sports (tennis) and global representation of India. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Padma Shri Rohit Sharma Sports – Cricket (India), major global achievements. (Navbharat Times)

Harmanpreet Kaur Sports – Women’s Cricket – leadership & performance. (Olympics)

Savita Punia Sports – Hockey, national representation. (The Times of India)

R. Madhavan Art – Cinema & societal influence. (The Times of India)

A E Muthunayagam Science & Engineering contributions. (The Indian Express)

Anil Kumar Rastogi Art – Theatre & performing arts. (The Indian Express)

Anke Gowda M. Social work & community development. (The Indian Express)

Armida Fernandez Medicine – service & healthcare initiatives. (The Indian Express)

Arvind Vaidya Art & culture. (The Indian Express)

Ashok Khade Trade & industry. (The Indian Express)

https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/tamil/movies/news/mammootty-conferred-padma-bhushan-2026-kamal-haasan-pens-emotional-tamil-history-tribute/articleshow/127529464.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/india/padma-award-2026-list-padma-bhushan-padma-shri-padma-vibhushan-shibu-soren-dharmendra-rohit-sharma/articleshow/127476397.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.olympics.com/en/news/padma-awards-2026-india-sports-winners-list?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/hockey/top-stories/indian-womens-hockey-team-recognised-savita-punia-on-padma-award/articleshow/127529883.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/its-not-just-an-award-but-responsibility-actor-r-madhavan-honoured-with-padma-shri-2026/articleshow/127529605.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Award Name Specific Contribution Exam Value Point

Padma Vibhushan N Rajam
Distinguished violinist, 
Carnatic music stalwart

Indian classical music 
legacy

Padma Bhushan Alka Yagnik
Iconic playback singer, 
major influence on Indian 
film music

Cultural influence of 
cinema music

Padma Bhushan Shatavadhani R Ganesh
Literature & scholarship, 
multi-disciplinary literary 
work

Indian language & 
literature

Padma Shri R. Madhavan Cinema & social influence
Contemporary cultural 
figures

Padma Shri Anil Kumar Rastogi Theatre & performing art
Regional art forms in 
national consciousness

Padma Shri Arvind Vaidya Art & culture
Contribution to 
traditional arts

Padma Shri A E Muthunayagam
Science-art cross 
contribution

Scientific arts crossover



Award Name
Field / 
Achievement

Exam Value Point

Padma Bhushan Vijay Amritraj
Tennis legend, 
global ambassador

India’s contribution 
to global sports

Padma Shri Rohit Sharma
Cricket – 
exceptional batting 
performance

Cricket as India’s 
major sport

Padma Shri
Harmanpreet 
Kaur

Women’s Cricket – 
leadership & 
consistency

Growth of women’s 
sport

Padma Shri Savita Punia
Hockey – leading 
goalkeeper

Hockey revival & 
Olympic 
significance



Award Name Field / Achievement Exam Value Point

Padma Bhushan Dr. Nori Dattatreyudu
Oncology research & 
medical services

Public health & cancer 
treatment

Padma Shri Armida Fernandez
Medicine & public 
health outreach

Healthcare systems & 
community service

Padma Shri Anke Gowda M.
Social work, 
community health 
impact

Social determinants of 
health

Padma Shri Ashok Khade
Science or trade & 
industry application

Interface of science 
and economy



Award Name Field / Achievement Exam Link

Padma Vibhushan K T Thomas Judiciary & public service Governance & rule of law

Padma Vibhushan V S Achuthanandhan Social service
People’s movements & 
social change

Padma Bhushan Bhagat Singh Koshyari Governance & public affairs
Federal polity & public 
service

Padma Bhushan S K M Maeilanandhan Social service Social entrepreneurship

Padma Bhushan Shibu Soren (Posthumous) Political leadership Politics & public life

Padma Bhushan V K Malhotra (Posthumous) Administration Bureaucratic service

Padma Bhushan Vellappally Natesan Social service Community mobilization



Total Awardees (2026): 131 including 5 Padma 
Vibhushan, 13 Padma Bhushan and 113 Padma Shri. 

Posthumous Awards: Several, recognising lifetime 
service. 

Fields Covered: Art, Public Affairs, Medicine, Science & 
Engineering, Sports, Social Work, Literature & 
Education, Trade & Industry, Civil Service, etc. 

Date Announced: On Republic Day eve 2026. 

Awarded By: President of India at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 







Age / काि
Time Period 
(Approx.) / 
कािावधि

Key Features / प्रमुख 
ववशेर्ताएँ

Tools & Technology / 
औजार

Lifestyle & Economy / जीवन-
यापन

Important Sites 
(India) / प्रमुख 
स्थि

Paleolithic (Old 
Stone Age) / 
पयररपरषरण करल

2.6 million BP 
– 10,000 BCE

Earliest humans, 
hunter-gatherers, 
nomadic life / प्रारंलभक 
मानव, लशकारी-
संग्रहकताष, घुमंतू जीवन

Rough stone tools 
(hand-axe, cleaver, 
chopper) / खुरदरे 
पत्थर के औजार

Hunting, food gathering, use 
of fire (later phase) / लशकार 
व संग्रह, अख्ग्न का सीलमत 
उपयोग

Bhimbetka, Soan 
Valley, Hunsgi

Lower Paleolithic / 
तिम्ि पयररपरषरण

2.6 million – 
300,000 BP

Homo erectus, 
Acheulean culture / 
होमो इरेक्र्टस

Hand-axe, cleaver / 
हैंड-ऐक्स

Pure hunting & gathering / 
केवि लशकार-संग्रह Attirampakkam

Middle Paleolithic 
/ मध्र् पयररपरषरण

300,000 – 
40,000 BP

Flake tools, better tool 
making / फ्िेक तकनीक

Scrapers, borers / 
खुरचने वािे औजार

Improved hunting / उन्नत 
लशकार Narmada Valley

Upper Paleolithic / 
उच्च पयररपरषरण

40,000 – 
10,000 BCE

Cave art begins, Homo 
sapiens / गुफा धचत्रकिा

Blades, burins / ब्िेड 
औजार

Hunting + symbolic art / किा 
की शुरुआत Bhimbetka



Mesolithic (Middle 

Stone Age) / 
मध्र्परषरण करल

10,000 – 6,000 

BCE

Transition phase, microliths / 
संक्मण क काि, सूक्ष्म औजार

Microliths (small sharp 
tools) / माइक्ोलिथ

Hunting, fishing, early 
domestication / लशकार-मछिी, 
पाितूकरण क की शुरुआत

Bagor, Adamgarh

Neolithic (New 

Stone Age) / 
ििपरषरण करल

6,000 – 1,000 

BCE

Agriculture begins, settled 
life / कृवर् की शुरुआत, 
स्थायी बसावर्ट

Polished stone tools, 
sickles / नघसे औजार

Farming, animal domestication, 
pottery / खेती, पशुपािन

Mehrgarh, 

Burzahom

Chalcolithic (Copper-

Stone Age) / 
िरम्रपरषरण करल

3,000 – 700 

BCE

Use of copper + stone tools / 
तांबा + पत्थर

Copper tools, pottery 
(painted) / तांबे के 
औजार

Agriculture + trade / खेती व 
व्यापार Ahar, Kayatha

Bronze Age / करांस्र्
र्यग

3,300 – 1,300 

BCE

Bronze (Copper + Tin), 
urbanisation / कांस्य िात,ु 
नगर सभ्यता

Bronze tools & 
weapons / कांस्य 
औजार

Cities, trade, writing / नगर, 
व्यापार, लिवप

Harappa, 

Mohenjo-daro

Iron Age / लौह र्यग 1,200 BCE 

onwards

Iron tools, stronger weapons 
/ िोहे के औजार

Iron plough, weapons 
/ िौह हि

Expansion of agriculture & 
states / कृवर् ववस्तार, राज्य
ननमाषण क

PGW sites









Topic / शब्द Key facts (English + Hindi together)
Exam angle / परीक्षा 
उपयोग

Lakkundi location / िक्कंुडी स्थान Village in Gadag district, Karnataka; noted for stepwells/temples / गदग, 
किरुिक; कुए/ँमंहदर व स्रे्टपवेल्स

Map-based + heritage 

sites

Neolithic / नवपार्ाण क Transition to settled life; tools, pottery, early agriculture in many regions / 
स्थायी बसावर्ट, औजार, मदृ्भांड, प्रारंलभक कृवर् Prehistory, archaeology

Tentative List / र्टेंरे्टहर्टव सूची First step before WHS nomination; countries propose sites to UNESCO / WHS से 
पहिे की सूची; देश साइर्ट प्रस्ताववत करता UNESCO process

ASI protection / ASI संरक्षण क ASI protects monuments of national importance (India) / राष्िीय महत्व के 
स्मारकों का संरक्षण क Culture + governance

INTACH / इंरै्टक Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage; works on 
conservation/advisory / संरक्षण क में सहयोगी संस्था Institutions in culture

Kalyana Chalukya / कल्याण क चािुक्य Western Chalukya architectural phase; temple architecture in Karnataka region 
/ कनाषर्टक के्षत्र का चािुक्य स्थापत्य

Art & culture (South 

India)

Local heritage authority / ववरासत 
प्राधिकरण क

Lakkundi Heritage Area Development Authority coordinating protection & 
proposal / संरक्षण क व प्रस्ताव समन्वय Heritage governance

Numbers to remember / याद रखने 
योग्य

1,050 relics, 13 inscriptions, 7 ASI, 16 protected temples, +8 planned, +20 
study / उपरोक्त संख्याएँ Direct MCQ facts



Exam (Year) Question (English + Hindi together) Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims (2020)

UNESCO World Heritage Sites are inscribed 
on the basis of what core idea? / यूनेस्को 
WHS ककस मूि आिार पर सूचीबद्ि होते 
हैं?

Outstanding Universal Value + criteria-
based evaluation / OUV + मानदंड आिारिरत
मूल्यांकन

UPSC CSE Prelims (2019)
“Tentative List” is used in which context? / 
“र्टें रे्टहर्टव सूची” ककस संदभष में?

UNESCO WHS nomination process / WHS 
नामांकन प्रकक्या

UPSC CSE Prelims (2018)
ASI is under which Ministry? / ASI ककस 
मंत्रािय के अिीन है? Ministry of Culture / संस्कृनत मंत्रािय

SSC CGL (2021)
Neolithic Age is associated with which key 
development? / नवपार्ाण क काि ककस 
प्रमुख ववकास से जुडा है?

Beginning of agriculture & settled life / 
कृवर् व स्थायी जीवन

Railway NTPC (2020)
Stepwell is best described as what? / 
बावडी/स्रे्टपवेि क्या है?

Water-harvesting architecture with 
stepped access / सीढ़ीनुमा जि-संचयन 
संरचना

CDS (2022)
Jain “Basadi” refers to what? / जैन “बसदी” 
क्या है?

Jain temple/shrine (common in Karnataka) 
/ जैन मंहदर/श्राइन

State PSC Prelims (2021)

Which body protects monuments of 
national importance in India? / भारत में 
राष्िीय महत्व के स्मारक कौन सरंक्षक्षत 
करता है?

ASI / ASI



• . Consider the following statements / तिम्ि कथिों पर विचरर कीजिए:

• Excavations at Kote Veerabhadreshwar temple premises in Lakkundi began on January 16 and 
yielded Neolithic relics. / िक्कंुडी के कोरे्ट वीरभदे्रश्वर मंहदर परिरसर में 16 जनवरी से खुदाई शुरू हुई और 
नवपार्ाण क अवशेर् लमिे।
• Under the household-collection initiative, 1,050 historical relics were received and 13 inscriptions 
were identified. / घर-घर संग्रह पहि में 1,050 ऐनतहालसक अवशेर् लमिे और 13 लशिािेख धचख्न्हत हुए।
• Lakkundi has 17 ASI-protected monuments; the State has protected 16 temple structures and 
planned to add 8 more, with a study to include 20 more structures. / िक्कंुडी में 7 ASI संरक्षक्षत स्मारक 
हैं; राज्य ने 16 मंहदर संरचनाए ँसंरक्षक्षत कीं, 8 और जोडने की योजना है तथा 20 और संरचनाओं हेत ुअध्ययन 
प्रस्ताववत है।
• Which of the above are correct? / उपर्युक्ि में से कौि-से सही हैं?
A) 1 and 2 only / केवि 1 और 2
B) 2 and 3 only / केवि 2 और 3
C) 1 and 3 only / केवि 1 और 3
D) 1, 2 and 3 / 1, 2 और 3















Topic / शब्द Key facts (English + Hindi together) Exam angle / परीक्षा उपयोग

Article 175 vs 176

Art 175 “may address” (discretionary); Art 
176 “shall address” (mandatory at first 
session each year + post-election) / 175 
वैकख्ल्पक, 176 अननवायष

Direct article-based MCQ

Governor’s address nature

Cabinet-prepared policy statement; 
Governor reads, not personal views / 
मंबत्रपरिरर्द की नीनत, Governor की ननजी 
राय नहीं

Convention + responsibility

Motion of Thanks
Legislature debates address via “Motion of 
Thanks”; amendment/vote possible / 
िन्यवाद प्रस्ताव पर बहस व मतदान

Procedure-based questions

Aid & advice principle
Governor generally bound by CoM (Art 163 
principle; reinforced by SC cases) / 
सामान्यतः मंबत्रपरिरर्द की सिाह बाध्यकारी

Polity core concept

Article 159 oath
Preserve, protect & defend Constitution 
and law / संवविान व कानून की रक्षा का 
शपथ

Ethics + polity linkage

Sarkaria & Punchhi
Centre–State relations; Governor 
appointment/process reforms / कें द्र-राज्य
संबंि; राज्यपाि की ननयुख्क्त सुिार

Commission-based PYQ theme



• Consider the following statements / तिम्ि कथिों पर विचरर कीजिए:

• Article 175 makes it mandatory for the Governor to address the State Legislature every year. / 
अनुच्छेद 175 के तहत राज्यपाि का हर वर्ष अलभभार्ण क देना अननवायष है।
• Article 176 provides that the Governor shall address the House(s) at the commencement of the 
first session of each year and after a general election. / अनुच्छेद 176 के तहत राज्यपाि प्रत्येक वर्ष के 
प्रथम सत्र तथा आम चुनाव के बाद प्रथम सत्र की शुरुआत में अलभभार्ण क देता है।
• As per Supreme Court’s consistent position, the Governor generally acts on the aid and advice of 
the Council of Ministers in such constitutional functions. / सुप्रीम कोर्टष के अनुसार ऐसे संवैिाननक कायों 
में राज्यपाि सामान्यतः मंबत्रपरिरर्द की सहायता व सिाह पर कायष करता है।
• Which of the above are correct? / कौि-से सही हैं?
A) 1 and 2 only / केवि 1 और 2
B) 2 and 3 only / केवि 2 और 3
C) 1 and 3 only / केवि 1 और 3
D) 1, 2 and 3 / 1, 2 और 3







Dark Matter Mapping by James 
Webb Space Telescope



Aspect Key Exam-Relevant Content

News Context
Scientists have created the sharpest and most detailed dark matter map so far 
using observations from the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST).

Why in News
The map offers unprecedented insight into invisible cosmic structures that govern 
galaxy formation and large-scale structure of the universe.

What is Dark Matter
A non-luminous, non-baryonic matter that does not emit, absorb, or reflect light 
but exerts gravitational influence.

Share in Universe
Ordinary (baryonic) matter ≈ 15%; Dark Matter ≈ 85% of total matter in the 
universe.

Detection Method Indirect detection through gravitational effects (cannot be directly observed).

Technique Used
Weak Gravitational Lensing – distortion of light from distant galaxies by massive 
foreground structures.



Why Weak Lensing Important
Allows mapping of total mass distribution, including 
invisible dark matter.

What JWST Adds
Higher infrared sensitivity + resolution → sharper 
mapping of faint and distant galaxies.

Cosmic Epoch Studied
A critical phase of cosmic history when galaxies were 
forming and evolving rapidly.

Scientific Significance
Helps test ΛCDM (Lambda Cold Dark Matter) model and 
understand structure formation.

Practical Outcome
Reveals how dark matter scaffolding guides galaxy 
clustering and evolution.



Topic Important Facts

Dark Matter Candidates WIMPs, Axions, Sterile Neutrinos

Not Dark Matter
Black holes, planets, stars (these are 
baryonic)

Cold Dark Matter
Moves slowly compared to speed of light 
(favours structure formation)

JWST Orbit
L2 (Lagrange Point-2), ~1.5 million km from 
Earth

JWST Spectral Range Infrared (0.6–28 micrometers)

India Link
India participates in global dark matter 
research via IUCAA & TIFR



UPI Launch in Japan



Aspect Exam-Relevant Content

News in Brief
India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is set to debut in 
Japan, marking a major step in India’s digital payments 
diplomacy.

Implementing Agency National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)

Partner Institution Japan’s NTT Data

Rollout Nature Trial rollout in FY 2026

Initial Users Indian tourists travelling to Japan

Mode of Payment Payments via Indian UPI apps

Settlement Direct debit from Indian bank accounts

Cards/Wallets Not required

Strategic Significance
Expansion of India’s real-time payment infrastructure 
globally



Akshita Dhankar & 
Republic Day



Aspect Exam-Relevant Content

News in Brief

Akshita Dhankar, a Flight Lieutenant in the 

Indian Air Force, unfurled the National Flag 

alongside the Droupadi Murmu on Republic 

Day.

Occasion 77th Republic Day celebrations, New Delhi

Significance
Symbol of women’s growing role in armed 

forces and inclusive military leadership

Historic Element
Rare ceremonial honour for a young serving 

woman officer

State Representation Born in Kasni village, Haryana

Parent Force Indian Air Force

Rank Flight Lieutenant

Core Theme
Gender inclusion, merit-based recognition, 

military professionalism



Area Important Facts

Permanent Commission Granted to women officers (SC ruling)

Entry Routes NDA, CDS, NCC Special Entry

Combat Roles
Women inducted in fighter streams & 
naval aviation

Policy Direction
Gender-neutral command and 
leadership



Abhishek Sharma Fastest 
T20I Fifty 



Aspect Exam-Relevant Content

News in Brief

Abhishek Sharma scored the fastest half-

century in Men’s T20 Internationals against 

New Zealand.

Match Format Men’s T20 International (T20I)

Venue Guwahati, Assam

Series Context Third T20I of the India–New Zealand series

Match Situation India chasing 154 runs

Key Achievement Fastest team fifty in T20I history

Series Outcome India sealed 3-0 series lead

Partner Ishan Kishan (53-run partnership)

Opponent Team New Zealand

Significance
Landmark record in international cricket 

statistics



Novak Djokovic – 400 Grand Slam 
Wins



Aspect Exam-Relevant Content

News in Brief
Novak Djokovic became the first player in men’s 
tennis history to register 400 singles match wins at 
Grand Slam tournaments.

Tournament Australian Open

Match Details Third round victory in straight sets

Opponent Botic van de Zandschulp

Venue Melbourne Park, Australia

Nature of Record
Highest number of Grand Slam singles match wins 
(Men)

Nationality Serbia

Broader Significance
Symbol of longevity, consistency, and peak 
performance



Record Area Details

Grand Slam Titles 24 (Men’s singles – highest)

Australian Open Wins 10 titles

Australian Open Match Wins 102 (joint highest)

Career Span Over two decades at elite level

UPSC Utility Sports records & milestones



FEATURE DETAILS

First Held 1905

Host Country Australia

City Melbourne

Month January

Nickname Happy Slam



Player
Grand Slam Match Wins 
(Men)

Novak Djokovic 400 (Record)

Roger Federer ~369

Rafael Nadal ~314













Thank you ☺
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