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What you'll get
o Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

« 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4, Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Large genetic study suggests certa
stretches of DNA may infl
function and bone health through
different processes in the body

SCIEMCED PAGE 10

Board of Peace: the
chairman’s circle for
‘conflict resolution’

PROFILES » PAGE 9

Can India achieve its
target to eliminate
malaria by 20307
FAQ » PAGE 8

www.thehindu.com

Vol.4- No.4

Scotland replaces

Bangladesh
in T20 World Cup
SPORT » PAGE 13

NEW DELHI
Social media intermediaries
Such 35 YouTube, Meta, and

Googhe have been directed to
take down the viral video of
the January 21 killng of a
29-yearold man

on the grounds that its
Circutation was "ty to
distur public order”. » PAGE 3

Over 22% above
60 in Kerala by
2036: RBI report

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
By 2036, Kerala wil continue to

3.5 lakh ‘unmapped’ voters yet to
appear for SIR hearing in Bengal

Around 10% ‘unmapped'’ voters did not aj

ar for heari:

may approach BLOs for fresh hearing citing valid reasons; study flags women most

sl
KOLXATA

ol A SR s
marked as

undes

the special intensive revi-

sion (SIR) of the electoral
rolls in West Bengal

not turned up for nemngs

raising among
election officials. During
the first phase of the SIR in
the State, about 32 lakh vo-
e were categorised as
ped as they could
hiot establish any Tink wi
the 2002 electoral rolls.

unmapped voters stood at
over

The Election Commis-
sion has extended the last

ertainty: People wasting to attend an SIR hearingin
Dakshin Dinajpur dstrict of West Bergal in January this yeae. #m

week. People who failed to
appear can approach their
Booth Level Officers to
seek a fresh hearing slot,
though they will have to
provide a valid reason for
their absence. Poll officials

ber has fuelled suspicion
that some enries may be
bogus.

‘Women vulnerable*
A study by the Sabar Insti-
tute found that 43.7% of

say officials: number fuels suspicion of bogus entries; \u(el\

dueto

Amartya Sen flags risk to
democratic participation

KDLEATA

Nobel laureate Amartya

it s being held with
“undue haste” and
Jeopardise democr:

participation, particularly
with the Assembly polls
hear. He stressed that the

“missing™ in this case.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE

“permanently shifted~,
indicating high chances of
relocation due to marriage.

1t also showed that 37.29%
of deleted women voters
were marked as dead,

16.54% as and

when it comes to citizen-
ship documentation,” Sa-
bir Ahamed of the Sabar
lnsumxe told The Hindu.
t this gap
ve contributed to

the

USS. official hints at
removing Russian oil
penalty levy on India

Reuters
MUMBAT

U.S. Treasury secreury
Scott Bessent on Fri
nalled the potential remo-
val of additional 25% tariffs
on India following 2 sharp
reduction in Indian im-
of Russian oil.
Trade relations soured
last August when U S Pre-
sident Donald Tri

f Russian cri
“indian purchases by
eir refineries of Russian
oil have collapsed. So that
Is a success. The tariffs are
still on, 25% tariffs for Rus-
sian oil are still on. | would
imagine there is a path to
ul(e them off,” Mr. Bessent
an interview with
:-ol-nm at the World Eco-

=

" Purchases by
their [Indias)
refineries of Russian
oil have collapsed
the 25% tarifs for
Russian ol are still on,
1 would imagine
thercisapah <

BESSENT
S TREASURY
SERrTARY

the Or-

e, years: lifting
o of the Pesco:

{2um Exporting Countr

(OPECys thare of tndian ofl

ol helefuaned
pressure from M

attier warned
that cariffs could increase

ve 60, indicates a new R date for hearing till Febru- said though many of ers  deleted 2.48% as already em'olled India's Russtan oil im- further unless India
report. It says Kerals will see a ary 7 after the initial hear-  the no-shows could be ge- fmm dmﬁ eleclural mns ln “Women are amol DISCREPANCY LIST OUT ports n December ul.lx 1ls oil purchases from
decline in its share of working period ended thi nuine cases, the high num-  the State were categori: most vulnerable grm.!ps AGE & dropped to their lowest in
S
Netamyahato | Cultural bridge Chin. mili fficial
Necanyaha to a puts tary officials
advance truce

cam
Top U.S. envoys met with
Israell Prime Mirister Benjamin
Netanyaha on Saturday, UrEng
i to move into the second
phase of the ceasefire in Gaza,
‘which would Inckude recpening
of the Rafah border between
Gaza and ERYPL » PAGE 12

Trump
Canada
China trade deal

WASHINGTO?

he border, even

remained rocky. » PAGE 12

Final touches: A troupe from Jammu and Kashmir pesforms during the full dress rehear:
Pradesh, on SatUrday. SANDLLF SAKENA

for the Republic Day parade in Lucknow, Uttae

under probe over ‘serious
violation of discipline, law’

BEIING

China's Communist Party

fence Ministry
Saturday.

Mr. Zhang is a member
of the elite Politburo of the

CMC Vice-Chairman Zhang Youxia (Front), with his chief of stal

Party
an of the
Central Military Comenla.
sion (CMC), while Mr. Liu

ef of o the ChiC

‘Union govt. mulls high-speed rail line in Kerala’

MALAPPURAM

igh-speed rail corvidor
llnldng Thiruvananthapu-

eration of the Centre, tech-
nocrat and former Ko

Railway man  E.
Sreedharan said. The pro-
Ject, estimated to cost U

sions with Union Railway

cm
"

Ainister Ashwini Vaishnaw
m New Delhl. The Delhi
Metro Rall Corporation
(DMRC) will be the imple-
menting agency, he said.

tive to K-Rail

posed high-speed
rall e will serve as an ak-
ternative to the State go-

Alternas
The proj

(LDF). Mr. Sreedharan said
land would

The line would have 22
stations and would require
only one-third of the land
needed for the SilverLine
project. Nearly 70% of t
corridor would be elevat-
th another 20% run-
The rail

construction of buildings
and planting of large trees
would not be permitted.

The proposed stops are
Thiruvananthapuram Cen-
tral, Thiruvananthapuram
Al Varkala, Koll

ning
line would also connect
the ai

thapuram, Kochi, Karipur,
and Kannur.

Land acquisition

not pose a major challenge
for the project.

Mr. S said only
the bare minimum land
would be acquired. Lan-
downers would be allowed

Kannur.
instially, the trains will

operate with elght coach-
&3 sccommodating up to
560

hotirs and Kanmr in three
hours and IS minutes.

ac-
tivities once the pillars
were constructed, though

th pro-
Vision to ©xpand up to 16
coaches in the future.

s widely
& President Xi Jinping's
closest military ally and
one of just a few leading of-
ficers with combat expe-
rience. He Is one of two
vice-chairmen of the CMC,
China's supreme armed
forces command organisa-
tion.

military was one of
the main targets of a broad
corruption crackdown or-
dered by Mr. Xi in 2012,
‘That drive reached the up-

PLa in 2023 when the
Rocket Force was targeted.

Elght top generals were
expelled from the Comma-
nist Party on graft charges
in October 2025, including
the country’s number two
general, He Weidong. He
had served under Mr. Xi
and alongside Mr. Zhang

Uy

on the Central Military
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PLA's ongoing military mo-

Two former Defence Mi-
nisters were also purged
from the ruling party in re-
cent years for corruption.
The crackdown Is slowing
procurement of advanced

together in the

watching  developments
closely, given Mr. Zhang's
closenéss to Mr. Xi and the

command as well as the

Se.
soulh China kez. as well as
over the self-ruled istand of

Tatwan, which is clzllned
by China Beijing s

the langest military exerels-

es to date around Talwan
late last year.
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Zhang vowed In an article
to crack on “fake
loyalty= and “two-faced
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military to eliminate “poi-
sonous influences and
longstanding problems”.
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China puts military officials
under probe over ‘serious
violation of discipline, law’

Reuters
BEIJING

China’s Communist Party
has decided to open an in-
vestigation into senior mili-
tary officials Zhang Youxia
and Liu Zhenli for suspect-
ed serious violations of dis-
cipline and law, China’s De-
fence Ministry said on
Saturday.

Mr. Zhang is a member
of the elite Politburo of the
ruling Communist Party
and vice-chairman of the
Central Military Commis-
sion (CMC), while Mr. Liu is
chief of staff of the CMC
Joint Staff Department.

Mr. Zhang, 75, a veteran
moderniser, is widely seen
as President Xi Jinping’s
closest military ally and
one of just a few leading of-
ficers with combat expe-
rience. He is one of two
vice-chairmen of the CMC,
China’s supreme armed
forces command organisa-
tion.

The military was one of
the main targets of a broad
corruption crackdown or-
dered by Mr. Xi in 2012.
That drive reached the up-
per echelons of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army
(PLA) in 2023 when the
Rocket Force was targeted.

Eight top generals were
expelled from the Commu-
nist Party on graft charges
in October 2025, including
the country’s number two
general, He Weidong. He
had served under Mr. Xi
and alongside Mr. Zhang

CMC Vice-Chairman Zhang Youxia (front), with his chief of staff
Liu Zhenli (second from left) seen in this 2023 photo. REUTERS

on the Central Military
Commission.

Two former Defence Mi-
nisters were also purged
from the ruling party in re-
cent years for corruption.
The crackdown is slowing
procurement of advanced
weaponry and hitting the
revenues of some of Chi-
na’s biggest defence firms.

Both Mr. Xi and Mr.
Zhang are from the north-
western province of Shaan-
xi and are the children of
former senior officials who
fought together in the
1940s civil war.

Mr. Zhang joined the ar-
my in 1968, rising through
the ranks and joining the
military commission in late
2012 as the PLA’s moderni-
sation drive gathered pace.

Foreign diplomats and
security  analysts are
watching developments
closely, given Mr. Zhang’s
closeness to Mr. Xi and the
importance of the commis-
sion’s work in terms of
command as well as the

B N

PLA’s ongoing military mo-
dernisation and posture.

While China has not
fought a war in decades, it
is taking an increasingly
muscular line in the disput-
ed East China Sea and
South China Sea, as well as
over the self-ruled island of
Taiwan, which is claimed
by China. Beijing staged
the largest military exercis-
es to date around Taiwan
late last year.

Mr. Zhang’s removal is
the second of a sitting gen-
eral on the Central Military
Commission since the
1966-76 Cultural Revolu-
tion. He has not been seen
in public since November
20, when he held talks
with Russia’s Defence Mi-
nister in Moscow.

Earlier that month, Mr.
Zhang vowed in an article
to crack down on “fake
loyalty” and “two-faced
men” and called on the
military to eliminate “poi-
sonous influences and
long-standing problems”.



 Investigation launched | 3T 2[®
e China's Communist Party opened a probe into senior military officials Zhang Youxia and Liu
Zhenli for suspected “serious violations of discipline and law.” / @1 ®RIfA<e uref 7 aRss =1
fEreTRAY ST A3AT 3R foig el TR “3TRMAT T B &b TR Iewaa” & R 7 7T L[F Bl
e Announcement came via China's Defence Ministry. [ & STTBRI Tl & 8T HATHT & g J 3S |
« Who are the officials? | & 31f&ipR} B 22
 Zhang Youxia: Politburo member; Vice-Chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC). /
ST AN3T: TR TEHT; BT AT AT (CMC) & 3UTea e |
« Liu Zhenli: Chief of Staff of the CMC Joint Staff Department. / faig g9ail: CMC 3iige % fEurcie
& 9l 3% L6 |
e Why it matters [ HEd

e Zhang (75) is seen as President Xi Jinping's closest military ally and a veteran moderniser;
among few top officers with combat experience. / T (75) @t 2t fFAfGT &1 Bt A=T FgAit g
It 3MeYfAhIaRUT AHEf P HHET 1T &; i Aqca & FfAd @il & Uy g 31 9d 2|

e He is one of two CMC vice-chairmen in China's top military command structure. / g o9 &7 offe

A= A a7 ) 3uregai A & Tah 21




« Broader anti-corruption drive | @Tud yeraR-fayeit sridam=
 Xi's crackdown began in 2012; the PLA has been a major target. [ 2it &T 31 2012 F; PLA UHE
w6 T8
It reached upper levels in 2023, when the Rocket Force was targeted. / 2023 & 31 303 TR
dd Ugdl, 5Td Adse BT bl (AT g1 77|
* In Oct 2025, eight top generals were expelled on graft charges, including He Weidong
(described as the country's No.2 general). / 3TeRgaR 2025 A YS™IR 3RIYT H 8 e 5T Ret uref &
fAcTet T, 3R  AZENT (2 BT "HeR 2 ST R") A ST =TI
o Impact on defence sector [ &1-819 UR 31AR
 Two former Defence Ministers were also purged in recent years; crackdown is slowing advanced
weapons procurement and hurting revenues of major defence firms. / €/ & asf & gl gd g1 w341
B Wl BRI TR—IT; 31T 3+1d &fIR W3 o) effHT &3 38T & 31k g5t 28T dsufa) &l 31 UR 311R STd &7
gl
« Political & personal linkages [ JsTHifded -TMHIGTd JeH
» Xiand Zhang are from Shaanxi; both are children of former senior officials who fought together
in the 1940s civil war. / it 31k 217 2fieRTt F; T 1940s & TG | A1 84 dlat IRSS Aferp1RAT &bt
dT9 gd1¢ Y|
e Zhang joined the army in 1968 and joined the military commission in late 2012 as modernisation

accelerated. / ST 4 1968 A 1 31g &l; 2012 @b 3id H AN H 31T, 579 e[0T AT 31|

- Clumtanmin Aammtavt |1 v §




 Strategic context [ I0THIfd® T

China is taking a more muscular posture in the East China Sea, South China Sea, and over
Taiwan:; it staged its largest drills around Taiwan late last year. / =9 gdt @i AR, gfeior 9 AR
31k drgard WR 3ifeie BoR W fUnel a¥ & 3id A digaF & AU g4 g3 30 fBU|

« Signals around Zhang [ 17T & 38 ddd

Report says Zhang's removal is the second of a sitting CMC general since the 1966-76 Cultural
Revolution; he hasn't been seen publicly since Nov 20 (talks with Russia's Defence Minister in
Moscow). / RUE 3R ARPIdP pifd (1966-76) & 91 T8 CMC P BRI STRA Bl §elH BT gl
HIHAT; 20 FavaR & d1¢ ATdaiid 14 J a1 & (ARl & &I & 381 13t J araf) |

Earlier that month, he called for action against “fake loyalty” and “two-faced men” and to

eliminate “poisonous influences.” | 33t A& Ugd 3= "S5t aBIGRI", “GrHg @i 3R “fada TTa”

i W . ¥ L}
gcld bl did dhell




Topic/ Tsq

Central Military Commission (CMC) /é?a?il' d=
3T

Politburo /tﬂﬁﬁa{ﬁ

“Discipline & Iaw violations” phrase / ”HHQW d
GhIO'ia'i 5(*(%—]0'1

PLA Rocket Force / PLA Jhe B
South China Sea / &80T @l AWK
East China Sea /Cﬁf E1GIKSIEIEY
Taiwan issue / dT$dlel Hecl

Cultural Revolution (1966-76) /Fl'iﬁfﬁ-ﬁﬁ It

Key facts (English + Hindi)

China’s top military command body; oversees PLA command & control

/T Fr MY FT AT TEAT; PLA & HATS-TAFor Hr fAeRm=r

Core decision-making circle in CPC; membership signals political
weight / CPC T MY fuia-Heg; e

Common CPC wording often used in corruption/party-discipline cases /

qel-fAed @ FSe™R ATHEAT 7 gaferd
Strategic missile arm (conveptional + nuclear delivery systems) /
Wi fAaEe g6 (WRPT + WRAT0] fSeliad)

High-stakes maritime disputes; sea lanes + EEZ/UNCLOS |ssues/'\‘:|?:|'9’\3f
Tadre; IR ?FI'I'fr EEZ/UNCLOSCET»F

Dispute-prone region; impacts Japan—China tensions /%IEI'IE-QZTSJT%!H

&, STAA-dleT deld § 3T

Self-ruled island claimed by China; major fIashpomt/H—%ﬂ'ﬁH a—qﬁ'q

il T EIaT; d3T dalid 1%@

Major political upheaval; reference used as historical benchmark / 95T
TSl {cieh 3UST-U FIel; dofall g Hasl

Exam angle / 93r&TT 39ANeT

Power structure, civil-military
relations

Chinese governance structure
Governance + anti-corruption

questions

Security, deterrence, IR current
affairs

Map-based + UNCLOS/EEZ
themes

Regional geopolitics
One-China policy, Strait crisis

History linkage in IR questions



Exam (Year)

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS) 2022

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS) 2021

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS) 2020

CDS (GK) 2023

AFCAT (GK) 2021

SSC CGL (GS) 2019

IBPS PO (GA) 2020

Railway NTPC (GS) 2021

Question (English + Hindi together)

Which statement best describes UNCLOS
relevance to maritime disputes like South
China Sea”? / UNCLOS &T @afer fame (S
SCS) # Hgca T 87

Consider: Freedom of Navigation is often
discussed in context of which region? /

Freedom of Navigation 6@ 813 & Tedl &
i Tar #?

“One China Policy” is most directly linked with
which issue? / “One China Policy” ge& drer
fore g & SEI?

PLA is the armed force of which country? /

PLA forg 221 T 9T 3= 872

Taiwan Strait is located between which two
landmasses? / dAT3dlel STlsATHET fohat al
HAT & Srr?

The Politburo is associated with which
political party? / Politburo frg JoeNfaes gof
q S31?

South China Sea disputes are primarily
among which set of countries? / SCS faarg
ACI: fohat ol H?

Cultural Revolution is associated with which

country and leader? / AiEpfa® #ifa fra
el g AAdr ¥ (87

Answer

UNCLOS provides framework for
EEZ/continental shelf rights / EEZ @ mqa’r
3IfOFRT &1 /T

South China Sea / gf&oT @ieT @R (and
Indo-Pacific)

Taiwan / argdret

China / @\eT

Taiwan and China’s mainland (Fujian coast)

| arsar g T TR

Communist Party of China / Sl shegfaee
et °

China & multiple SE Asian littorals (e.g.,
Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei) / =T
d $s SEATAT &

China; Mao Zedong / =¥T; AT JeiaT



* Consider the following statements / faFT FU=T R AR

* Zhang Youxia is a Vice-Chairman of the Central Military
Commission (CMC). /QTI'I?T?IﬂB'Q?IIT CMC & 3UTETeT g |

e Liu Zhenli is the Chief of Staff of the CMC Joint Staff
Department. / felg SeTell CMC Siige FET% fSUTCHE &
TH EETH & |

* The probe was announced by China’s Defence Ministry for
“serious violations of discipline and law.” / ST
Ta&ﬂTWFT”HFTQIIHd d ShlefsT o IHN Secltsl” & He H
I

* Which of the above are correct? / Wﬁ@'ﬁﬂ-@'w

87
A)landZonIy/awT:ITvrl}ﬁTZ
B) 2 and 3 only / shdel 2 3iR 3
C) 1 and 3 only / ohdel 1 3iR 3
D)1,2and3/1,233
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INBRIEF

Engineer Rashid gets custody
parole to attend Parliament

A Delhi court on Saturday granted custody parole

Cor MP’s ne

ew killed wife

intentionally: Gujarat police
A ss MP Shaktisinh Gohil's nq:»hew
‘Yashkumarsinh Gohil, 35, shot his
m(enllona.lly before taking his own Ill'e as pel'
police said on Satur

e evidence,

Earlier, nmms had sald Yashkumarsinh shol
himself with his licensed revolver and ended his
life after accidentally shooting dead his wife
Rajeshwarl, 30, at thelr residence in

night.

But that he s|
Tor e ko reason Statod the TR lodged
on Saturday at Vastrapur police station. -

Shah pitches ‘Modi-Yogi
double-engine’ to voters
ahead of 2027 U.P. po]ls

LUCKNOW
escribi: Urtar
Pradesh  as the

emerge as the engine of a
developed India by 2047
and sor a decisive -
date for the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) again in the
2027

Rlse above caste. cmnmumu comder.mum

“BIMARU" U.P. has been tumed into
Union Home Minister Amit Shah sakl on Satusday.

poor economic and dem-»

"hlndenng u.P's prognss
for decade:

\was the BiP s eianet &
N ARU" UP. into a
“breakthrough State™.

. were referred to

£ray
Coming year 13 an election
vear. and today I have
come to appeal to the peo-
ple of Uttar Pradesh to en-

nata Party for the develop-

3 breakthrough State by the 842,

litics, emurL lul’ returns lu puvmr

I have not violated

my party’s position
in House: Tharoor

KOZHIKODE

Lok Sabha mMpP
Shashi Tharoor has reiter-
ated that he has not violat-
ed any of his party’s posi-
dons in

of

in the State has been un-
locked, and sincere efforts
have been made to give the
best to it,” Mr. Shah said.

“Prime inister Modi
has pledged to build a de-
veloped India and under
the leadership of Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath, our
double-

govern
ment has also pledged to
build a developed Uttar
Pradesh,” he said.

This transformation has
been made possible be-
cause the Uttar Pradesh go-

has

e asked voters to rise
ommuni-

g

“1f you look at any of my

party’s po-
sitions in Parliament.” he
said at the Kerala Literature
Festival in Kozhikode on

public eement on

principle has been about

Operation Sindoor, where I
did take a wvery s
stand,” he added.

'\ll' Tharoor,

reedly been upset that

he had not been adequare-

‘who had

welfare schemes for the
Boor, and ensured that ev-

village receives elec-
tricity fof a least 20 hours
daily, the Union Home Mi-
nister

PAY's letter
Earlier in the day. the PM
wrote to

'
Bress loader Rahul Candhi
at the recent Maha Pan-
chayat programme in Ko-
chi, recalled what he wrote

Shashs Tharoor

this cannot go unpunished
and we have to hit them,”
the Congress leader said.
“1 also sakd we are a
cou.\'m foc: on our de-
Jopment. We do not
want 10 be dragged Into a

Government in India
exactly what I

Mr. Tharcor said he sup-
ported Operation Sindoor

(Thase in distress can contact Tele MANAS ar by the acronym BIMARU in  the security of the nation,’ the Centre and Yogi Aditya- ment goes hand in hand | gam, but changed it to after-
14416 10 seek help) the 1980s because of their said the senior BJP leader. nath in the State, every with heritage™. “Hit Hard, Hit Smart” wards.
CBI court Setting the pace Even BJP-led Centre has adopted

nixes order
on Baghels
discharge in

video case

NEW DELHI

A special CBI court on Sa-

ma re-
alleged

The reversal by the spe-
cial CBI court implies um
Baghel will have to

Mr.

trial in the case \lnle_&s he
gets relief from a higher
court.

“The court also rejected
the appeal filed by other
accused against the trial
court order on
charges,” an official said.

On the right track: Students take part in 3 2-Km run in Hyderabad on Saturday to mark Nationai Girl Chiid Day. The event was organised by

Telangana Legat Services

rity for promoting grls’ education, health and rights. NAGARA COPAL

DMK govt’s schemes, yet Governor
continues his criticism, says T.N. CM

CHENNAL

‘Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Satur
said even the BjP-led Un-

of the cooperative sector
fn Tamil Nadu. In all, Tamsl
Nadu received

awards from the Union go-
vernment. Yet, the Gover-
nor continues to criticise

aged said.
Replying to the Gover-
nors address In the As-

M Stalin

sembly, Mr. Sealin said Ta.

del governmen:. Officials
from other States visit Ta-
mil Nadu to study its
schemes,” he sald.

State's
Health and l-amll) Weifare
Department won the

UN. Interagency Task
Force Awards (UNIATE) for
2024 in the category of Mi-
nistries of Health for its
Dagship scheme Makkalal
Thedi Maruthu

‘Good pe 3
“Tamil Nadu, which w:
ranked last in 2018, hs

Mr. Stalin added that
there were 20 Ramsar sites
in Tamil Nadu and that the
State had secured second

22.8% of population in Kerala, 15.8% in T.N.
to be above 60 years by 2036: RBI report

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Building a “new silver eco-

nomy” and positioning
Kerala as a destination for

not be optional for the
State any more but an

my _
By 2036, Kerala will con-
tinue 10 be at the

~

of ageing States in India.
with more than 22% of its

Kerala has topped this
list for State-wise share of

above years now.
Z2.8% by 2006, notes the
report State Finances:
Sthity of Budgets 2055.26:
Transition in
India —

with more than 22% of its
population as_ elderly, an

ageing if the share of popu-
lation aged 60 years and
above is 15% or more, inter-
mediate if it is 10% to be-
low 15% and youthful if &t is

With series of rallies next month, Akali Dal
aims to hit campaign trail early in Punjab

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

In a bid to rebuild its elec-

Ping to 64.9% in 2036.

Policy changes
Ageing States should prios-
itise

ageing. In these regions,
the

Sfor
State Finances released by
the RBI
“Famil Nadu is expected

is likely to close earlier

Pl

in fertlity levels. For these

States, policy imperatives
would gradually from

reforms, preventive health
systems. and public-priv-

spending to
create fiscal space, the re-
port suggests.

it also notes that health-

announced plans to
1se a series of rallies in al a.ll

- O3
Sentor Shiromani Akad Dal leader Daljit Singh Cheema said the
party will launch a people’s mavement agains the ‘antl-Punjab
policies and decisions’ of the AAP government. FILE FHOTO

The SAD o
highlight its past

the State starting r.ex:
month, almed at highlight-
ing its past developmental
record and presenting its
vision for the State's
future.

record and present a
vision for the State

“Successive SAD govern-
ments carried out unpre-
in

came at a meeting of dis-

the State, making it power

us, connecting major
cities with four-lane roads,
establishing new thermal

said after the meeting.

He blamed both the pre-

Congress govern-

ment and the incumbent

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

government for their “fai-

lure 1o create new infras-

tructure™ in the State, due

to which he said, “Punjab
has suffered immensely™.

‘Restarting a new era’
“We are committed to res-
tarting a new era of deve-

Mr. Cheema said the

ment.
would appeal to
punjams to support their
regional party SAD and
pledge to address concerns

Lwlessness, ensure peace
and communal harmony.
and bring back invest

Dal,
Scheduled usxa.

16.5% of ks population  than half of the States are  employment generation 1o boost labour supply by | Si Badal, where the plants and arports, and lopment and infrastruc- Back-
n 2021, Ker-  projectedto transition into  towards_old-age support  extending working lives | party outlined its strategy  overhauling rural infras- ture creation to take ward Castes, and trade re
ala will have 18.7% in the  the ageing category, with  systems,” the report says. work- reconnect with voters senior party  Punjab Tward” he presentatives, should be
category 2026 and Kerala at the forefront, A State Is classified as  ers” productivicy. Shead of the 2027 polls. leader Dalit Singh Choema  sdded. completed.
= =y TR ST i T T
cm Amx
% > ] | - b ]




22.8% of population in Kerala, 15.8% in T.N.
to be above 60 years by 2036: RBI report

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Building a “new silver eco-
nomy” and positioning
Kerala as a destination for
graceful ageing, as noted in
Governor Rajendra Vish-
wanath Arlekar’s recent
policy address to the State
Legislative Assembly, may
not be optional for the
State any more but an
imperative.

By 2036, Kerala will con-
tinue to be at the forefront
of ageing States in India,
with more than 22% of its
population aged above 60,
indicates a new Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) report.
By then, says the report,
Kerala will also see a de-
cline in its share of working
age population.

Kerala has topped this
list for State-wise share of
population aged above 60
for some years now. From
16.5% of its population
aged above 60 in 2021, Ker-
ala will have 18.7% in the
category in 2026 and

Kerala has topped this list for State-wise share of population aged
above 60 for some years now. ISTOCK PHOTO/REPRESENTATIONAL

22.8% by 2036, notes the
report State Finances: A
Study of Budgets 2025-26:
Demographic Transition in
India — Implications for
State Finances released by
the RBL.

Tamil Nadu is expected
to enter the ageing catego-
ry in 2026, with 15.8% of
the State’s population over
60 years. “By 2036, more
than half of the States are
projected to transition into
the ageing category, with
Kerala at the forefront,

with more than 22% of its
population as elderly, an
indication of advanced
ageing. In these regions,
the demographic dividend
is likely to close earlier
than the national average,
primarily on account of ra-
pid and sustained decline
in fertility levels. For these
States, policy imperatives
would gradually shift from
employment generation
towards old-age support
systems,” the report says.
A State is classified as

ageing if the share of popu-
lation aged 60 years and
above is 15% or more, inter-
mediate if it is 10% to be-
low 15% and youthful if it is
below 10%.

Over the next decade,
Kerala’s share of working
age population (15-64
years) will shrink from 62%
to 60.8% in 2031 and 59.5%
in 2036. The national aver-
age, in this case, will go up
from 64.8% in 2026 to
65.1% in 2031, before drop-
ping to 64.9% in 2036.

Policy changes

Ageing States should prior-
itise healthcare financing
reforms, preventive health
systems, and public-priv-
ate partnerships, while ra-
tionalising subsidies and
non-merit spending to
create fiscal space, the re-
port suggests.

It also notes that health-
ier ageing could continue
to boost labour supply by
extending working lives
and enhancing older work-
ers’ productivity.




Main finding | 7% fAshd

» RBIreport projects that by 2036, Kerala: 22.8% and Tamil Nadu: 15.8% population will be 60+
years. [ RBI RUIE & ITAR 2036 A BId: 22.8% 3R dfAd1g: 15.8% 3TaTcl 60+ a¥ gl

« Kerala will remain at the forefront among India’s ageing States. / &3af HRd & “ageing States” &
CPMISEIREI

Context: “Silver economy” | I¢H: "fGcar shIAEL"

e Kerala is discussing building a “new silver economy” and positioning the State for graceful
ageing (mentioned in Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar’s policy address). /| dal H “As fded?
BT 3R TRATHA FgraReT B 78T AR Alfd-HIdh bl dd (JISTUTH sig fdeddres 3RADBR &
Aifd-vmaor /)|

Kerala's ageing trajectory [ &3 &1 J@laT ¢

e Share of 60+ in Kerala: 16.5% (2021) = 18.7% (2026) = 22.8% (2036). / d3c1 H 60+ f&=T:
16.5% (2021) - 18.7% (2026) > 22.8% (2036)|

« Report notes Kerala has topped the State-wise list of 60+ share for some years. [ RUl€ & 31 aR
B3 Bs auf A 60+ FRTRT | offf IR IET &1

Tamil Nadu / dfAcATg

» Tamil Nadu is expected to enter the "ageing” category in 2026 with 15.8% population aged 60+.

| AfFeTTg 2026 H 15.8% (60+) & AT “ageing” AUit # 3114 I JHTTI




« Definition of ageing category / "Ageing” &1 URRMTeT (RUl & 31TAR)
e Ageing: 60+ share = 15% | Tf3TT: 60+ &1 = 15%
« Intermediate: 10% to <15% | c3HlfETS: 10% A <15%
o Youthful: <10% / gdT: <10%
« Working-age share change | ®RI2ite 317 (15-64) fERAGR
» Kerala's working-age share (15-64) to shrink: 62% - 60.8% (2031) - 59.5% (2036). / B3 H
15-64 fZRIGR geTt: 62% - 60.8% (2031) - 59.5% (2036)|
« National average (15-64) in this case: 64.8% (2026) - 65.1% (2031) - 64.9% (2036). /I
sitard: 64.8% (2026) - 65.1% (2031) - 64.9% (2036)!
e Why faster ageing in these States / 34 I3 # d31 ageing wRI1?
e Demographic dividend likely to close earlier than national average due to rapid, sustained
fertility decline. / a1t @ fA3aR W34 & A fiR1de & HRUT demographic dividend It 3i9d 3 Uga
HcH g1 I JUTeAT



» Policy direction / Fifq Thd

* Policy focus may gradually shift from employment
generation to old-age support systems. / i Ty A edr
ﬂmgw@ﬁ-ﬁwm—maﬁmf@wﬁ
Hhdl &

» Suggested changes: healthcare financing reforms,
preventive health systems, PPPs, and rationalising subsidies

& non-merit spending to create fiscal space. / {$i1a:
stgﬁwm Rafea gou RAwe, ppp, 31K

wfeadl/Ata-Afe @ F1 gfFason

* Healthier ageing can boost labour supply by extending
working lives and improving older workers’ productivity. /
TIEY ageing T FHIHABTSAT FoIhT 3R

3G AT qGTHT HH-3TY Il I HERT THl Hehcll &



Concept / YT

Silver economy / f&eax ahlAATHT

Old-age dependency ratio / d& ¥ IGEEGIE
L GEIGE

9

Demographic dividend / SAgTEThr=T
CITATRT

Ageing thresholds (RBI in report) / Ul
AT

Policy shift / A deog

Healthy ageing / €I&T JaYTaEAT

Key points (English + Hindi together)

Economy linked to needs & spending of
older persons (healthcare, assistive tech,
senior housing, insurance, leisure) / El\_ﬂ?ﬁ'

aﬁrama@éﬁaé’ryﬁ—aa?m

Older (commonly 60+/65+) per 100
working-age (15-64) / ryefrer 3T 9
gedl &l gard

Growth window when working-age share is
high; closes as ageing rises /

HEET 318 gl W fdenrd 3o
ageing@f gcdr

Ageing 215%, Intermediate 10—<15%,
Youthful <10% (60+ share) / 60+ fgEaEIr
TR Fafienior

From job creation focus - old-age support
+ preventive healthcare + fiscal
reprioritisation / SR & EI?\'?T -qeT d
TARLT WX SR

Preventive care, NCD control, geriatric
care, assistive devices / JhATH TR
FATELY, SIRAMEH HAX

qre; {Wel AT

Ageing = new service/industry
opportunities

Pension, healthcare, fiscal stress

Jobs + skilling are crucial to “capture”
dividend

Direct statement-based MCQ material

“Social sector + fiscal reforms” theme

Reduces burden; supports productivity



Exam (Year)

UPSC CSE Prelims
(2023)

UPSC CSE Prelims
(2021)

UPSC CSE Prelims

(2018)

SSC CGL (2020)

IBPS PO (2022)

CDS (2021)

Railway NTPC
(2020)

Question (English + Hindi together)

Demographic dividend depends mainly on what

factor(s)? / STATTIEIRIT SATHTLI HAEId: forg aX
IGET¥

Dependency ratio is generally used to indicate what? /

2O2dY Yot T calfar €7

Population ageing primarily increases pressure on
which sectors? / SITEEAT ageing & Tohed 83T WX
g1 dcdl 87

Working-age population is commonly defined as
which age group? / RN 3 THE A
Fq77?

“Silver economy” relates to which population

segment? / “Tlea? SPAT ThT J91 I FEfAA?

Declining fertility over time generally leads to what
demographic outcome? / HI & HTA Fololel &3
el & FIT gIROmA?

Which one is a likely consequence of rising old-age

dependency?/a'd'ﬁI fAIRar S &1 @anfaa
gRomH?

Answer

Higher working-age share + productive

employment/skills / 318 srRTefer g +
ISTITR/3hieTeT

Burden of dependents on working-age population /

PR TEEr W MAAT HT AR

Healthcare + pensions/social security / EAT¥ET +

ger/arere aaaer
15—-64 years / 15-64 ay

Elderly/senior citizens / aR®S AT

Ageing + slower population growth / ageing + €IHT
AT EIT

C ~

Higher fiscal burden on health & pensions / FATEXY-
el O ISThINIT HR



* Consider the following statements / faFT FU=T R AR

* As per the report’s classification, a State is “ageing” if the
share of population aged 60+ is 25% or more. / iiCiI% C
I 60+ f2&ar 15% a1 A& gl WIS “ageing” gl

» Kerala’s share of working-age (15—-64) pc%ulation is

projected to fall to 59.5% by 2036. / sl hl 15—64 GEASRY
2036 ceh 59.5% Ble1 &1 3THTT & |

* Tamil Nadu is expected to enter the ageing category in
2026 with 15.8% population aged above 60. /F—Iﬁ?ﬁl’lfg’ZOZG
H 15.8% (60+) 3 T ageing H 3Tl AT 3FAE g

* Which of the above are correct? / Wﬁ@'ﬁﬂ-@'w
P

8
A)landZonIy/awT:ITvrl}ﬁTZ
B) 2 and 3 only / shdel 2 3iR 3
C) 1 and 3 only / shdel 1 3iIX 3
D)1,2and3/1,233
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‘India and EU showing
another way to engage’

NEWS » PAGE 4

Veteran
journalist
Mark Tully

dies at 90

NEWS » PAGE &

DNA to be matched
with that of suspects

MEWS » PAGE 4

DATA POINT

women's

OPINION » PAGE 3

Expectations from
a gender lens in
Budget 2026-27

What to do to unlock
participation

pEmMoLTION Jo8
Abhishek and bowlers
seal series for India
SPORTS » PAGE 16

Parties allege plot to
exclude Assam voters

Six ition =

in a memo to the Chief Electoral Officer. say a large

number of fake ob,eam were filed during the special revision process

on Rahul
edge as ICE kills G et
another person eaders of the Con-
gress and five other
MINNEAPOLES

U.S. immigraton agents shot
and kiled 2 U.S. ctizen in

Minneapobs on Saturday,

officials sad, sparking flerce

Bcisworldngon
the BJP’s behalf,

Mamata alleges

KoLKATA
West Bengal Chief Mirister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
tangeted the Election
Commission {EC) and said that
it was “torturing people in an
unprecedented manner” in the
name of special intensie
revision [SIR). » PAGE S

shop on Sunday. The masshre
fire broke out on Saturday
afternoon. » PAGE 3

Fight to restore

says
CPI(M)’s Karat
HYDERABAD

Brinda Karat, senior Communist

Party of India taewits tender
o Sunday urged women's
organisations to intensify their
strogsle against the Bharatya
Janata Party Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh combine,
caling It the biggest threat to
the nation and particulary to
women. » PAGE &

Opposition  parties
in Assam on Sunday sub-
mitted & memcrand\.un to
the State’s Chief Electoral
Officer, alleging that fake
objections were being filed
to remove voters from the
draft rolls during the spe-
cal revision (SR) exercise.
They alleged wides-
pread legal violations, pol-
Irical Interference, and tar-
harassment  of
they

manent sht!ung of voters,
they added.

They cited a public
statement by Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma,
asserting that the govern.

ment “will do some utpaat
[disturbance] within' the

pressure
o them during the SR exer-

ary.
mhﬁde. and wnconstiin

a predetermined intent to
target a specific communi-
ty and undermines the
neutrality of the electoral
process”, the parties said.
the

By the draft rolls pu-
blished an December 27,
2.51 crore vo-

multiple entries were

leted_ The poll authorities
claimed 100% verification
than 61 lakh

us,

election officlals at mult-

ple levels of fout

tory provisions under the
a

“reveals

opie
Toviton of tlecon ety Wy e January. Fny

during the special

ple Act, 1950; the Registra-

ity rejected
the ubjec(lons without is-

ices, as it was
Thevond belier that so
many voters could have
died or shifted residence
within a short span. Yet,

notices without stating the
grounds of objections were
issued to the targeted vo-
ters in violation of Rule 17
of the Registration of Elec-
toral Rules, 1960.

The parties alleged that

No space for
Hindi then,
NOW, OT ever,
says Stalin

CHENNAL

There was no space for

Hindi in the past, nor Is

there now, = ammemmm
ident and

Tamil adhs chlef ‘Minister

ALK. Stal

on the occasion of Lan:

Mr S no more
tives would be lost over the
age s The

us

nue to oppose the imposi-
tion of Hindi,” he said.
Tamil Nadu as
the State in the coun-
try that loved its language
‘with its life, Mr. Stalin re-

called how had
come together 1o oppose
imposition Hi
wsm full vigour on every
occasion.
He paid © w©
guage martyrs who Laid
down their lives, mainly

selfimmolation, fighting
against the imposition of
Hindi and in defence of

Tamil
Later in the day, Mr. Sta-

India is a herald of peace
in a world that is marked
by conflicts, says President

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-

mu on S y said India

was spreading the message

of peace in a world marked
by conflict, asserting that

ghbal harmony was essen-

tal for securing the future
‘human

Addlesslng the nation
on the eve of the 77th Re-

QQ The future
of humaniey

equality,” she
On social justice and
welfare, the President

only if there is peace in
LR et
atmosphenc marked
Ty conflicts.. India is
spreading the message
of peace

country had emerged as

peace to prevail in the en-
tire universe. The future of

the world's

major economy and was
course 1o be-
come d\e ‘world's third-lar-
mest 1y in the near
future. This economic resi-
lience, she said, reinforced
India’s ability to engage the
wor a ition of
stability and credibilicy.

A significant portion of
the address was devoted to
women's empowerment,
which the President de-
scribed as central to India’s

towards

progress in po-
verty alleviation, noting
that millions had been lift-

tion. invoking the princi-
le

Tangry 1n our countr
she said, noting that Cen-
tral schemes currently sup-
ported nearly 81 crore peo-

ple. Such efforts, she
added, gave concrete
shape to Mahatma Gand-
hi's h‘leal of S

Ms. Murmu also an-
nounced that the Constitu-
tion was now available in

werndnics Tiaseil onl tuist,

ing the message Journey

lin unveiled the busts of ational soctcly, & developed by

Thilaatot sl Natata- | M Mirrins cedthe 3047 The rise of nari shak
e collec- | success of Operation Sin- ¢, she said, was reshaping

thve face of the anti Hindl lescribing it as a de-  the country across sectors.

protests of the 1930s monszramon of india’s de-

then Madras fenc and

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 2

White valley

Snow tre: Boys walk through a snow-covered orchard after fresh snowfall in

=

J8K on Sunday.

self- nelunm “Last _year,
our country Launched pre-
cision st terror

“The active and empo-
wered participation of wo-
men is extremely mpor-
tant for the

duegulznon. and the re-
moval unnecessary

n by unprecedented
that

of the country,” she said.
From rural  self-help
groups to space, defence,

i the field of defence po-
wered the historic success
of Operation Sindoor,” she
sald.

Military strength

Recalling her own interac-
tions with the armed forc-
es, the President referred
o visits to the Siachen Base
Camp and sorties in Suk-
hoi and Rafale aircraft, and

sports, and
ship, women were break-
Ing stereotypes, the Presi-
dent said. She noted that
aver 10 crore women were

assoclated with self-help
groups, while nearly 46%

public
had transformed govern-
ment programmes into
mass movements.

Cultural self-confidence
Ms. Murmu of cultu-
ral selr confidence and the

the “vestiges

o colonial mindser-. B
Plslsiog sl ritiunce se
=

(hayan Raj Inatitutions
were women. The Nari

xi.l :aldmne“‘ed(ocus
on’ Indian languages and

Shakti Va
she

aboard the submarine INS

credib:

grow
national strength and eco-
nomic confidence. Refer-
ring to India’s rapid eco-
nomic  ascent,  the
President noted that des-
pite global uncertainty, the

India’s success at the 1CC
Women's Cricket World
Cup and the Blind Wo-

men’s T20 World Cup. She
also credited the Beri Ba-
chao, Beti Padhao cam-

paign with encouragl
mris education nation-
wide. “With increasing

contribution_ by women,
our couns set an ex-
ample of an Ninchasve ke
public based on gender

tems was laying the foun-
dation for a confident Vik-

“From north to

ram is Nghl) commenda-
ble.” sl

PRESIDENT ON ELECTION
»PAGES

Nation honours 131 personalities with Padma awards

NEW DELSI
‘The Centre on Sunday an-
nounced Padma honours
for 2026, with five Padma
vibhushan, 13 Padma
Bhushan, and 113 Padma
Shri awards.

The recipients include
ight personalities from
Kerala, 11 from West Ben-

A l‘ormer eraia. Chier

i

Minister and Communist
stalwart, the late vs
Achuthanandan, and

fore “actor - Dharmendsa
have been posthumously
named for the Padma Vib-
hushan, the country’s se-
cond highest _civilian
award. Former Supreme
Court judge KT. Thomas
and educationist P. Naraya-
nan, both from Kerala, and
violinist N. Rajam are the
other three to get the Pad-

‘ibhushan.

ma Vi
p )

A former dra Modi all
Chief Minister and tribal  the awardees for their con-
leader, the late Shibu So- 1o diverse fields.
ren, has been named for “Congratulations to all
the Padma Bhush. - the Padma Awardees for
thumously. thelr owtstanding contribu-

tions to our nation. Their
Diver:
Actor imootty, singer and service enrich the fa-

Vijay Amritraj are among
the 13 selected for the Pad-
ma Bl

Prime Minister Naren-

bric of our soctety,” he sald
ina post on X.
The Padma awards are
given in disciplines such as
soctal work, public affairs,
science and engineering,

trade and industry, meds-
cine, Ineratune and educa-
tlon, sports, civil service,
among others. While the
Padma  Vibhushan Is
awarded for exceptional
and dist d service,
Padma Blushan is for dis-
service of hi
order, and Padma Shr for
distinguished service in
any field.

MORE REPORTS OM
» PAGE

Field of
honour

The Padma honours for 2

Padm.
personalities from ail

W Fhamas
Pubkc Attar

St oo

o, 2 a
ners of the country in over 100 unique fieids.

126 announced by the Centre include 5 Padma
113 Padma Shri awards,

<orering.
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Nation honours 131 personalities with Padma awards

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Sunday an-
nounced Padma honours
for 2026, with five Padma
Vibhushan, 13 Padma
Bhushan, and 113 Padma
Shri awards.

The recipients include
eight personalities from
Kerala, 11 from West Ben-
gal, and 13 from Tamil Na-
du, all poll-bound States.

A former Kerala Chief

~hd

Minister and Communist
stalwart, the late V.S.
Achuthanandan, and the
late actor Dharmendra
have been posthumously
named for the Padma Vib-
hushan, the country’s se-
cond highest civilian
award. Former Supreme
Court judge K.T. Thomas
and educationist P. Naraya-
nan, both from Kerala, and
violinist N. Rajam are the
other three to get the Pad-
ma Vibhushan.
R %

A former Jharkhand
Chief Minister and tribal
leader, the late Shibu So-
ren, has been named for
the Padma Bhushan pos-
thumously.

Diverse disciplines
Actor Mammootty, singer
Alka Yagnik, banker Uday
Kotak, and tennis legend
Vijay Amritraj are among
the 13 selected for the Pad-
ma Bhushan.

Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi congratulated all
the awardees for their con-
tribution to diverse fields.

“Congratulations to all
the Padma Awardees for
their outstanding contribu-
tions to our nation. Their
excellence, dedication,
and service enrich the fa-
bric of our society,” he said
in a post on X.

The Padma awards are
given in disciplines such as
social work, public affairs,
science and engineering,

trade and industry, medi-
cine, literature and educa-
tion, sports, civil service,
among others. While the
Padma Vibhushan is
awarded for exceptional
and distinguished service,
Padma Bhushan is for dis-
tinguished service of high
order, and Padma Shri for
distinguished service in
any field.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE 4

Field of
honour

{

Dharmendra
Singh Deol

Art (Posthumous)

PADMA VIBHUSHAN

1. Alka Yagnik

P. Narayanan

K.T. Thomas N. Rajam
Public Affairs Art Literature and
Education
PADMA BHUSHAN

5. Nori Dattatreyudu

8. Shatavadhani R. Ganesh

2. Bhagat Singh Koshyari

3. K.R. Palaniswamy

4. Mammootty

6. Piyush Pandey
(posthumous)

9. Shibu Soren
(Posthumous)

The Padma honours for 2026 announced by the Centre include 5 Padma
Vibhushan, 13 Padma Bhushan, and 113 Padma Shri awards, covering
personalities from all corners of the country in over 100 unique fields

&
V.S. Achuthanandan

Public Affairs
(Posthumous)

11.V. K. Malhotra
(Posthumous)

12. Vellappally Natesan

7.S.K.M. Maeilanandhan

10. Uday Kotak

13. Vijay Amritraj
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Actor Madhavan, ex-UGC chief
among 113 Padma Shri awardees

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Sunday an-
nounced the names of 113
recipients of the Padma
Shri, India’s fourth-highest
civilian award, for 2026.

Among the awardees
are M. Jagadesh Kumar,
former Chairman of the
UGC; R.V.S. Mani, former
Under Secretary of the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs;
Shashi Shekhar Vempati,
former CEO of Prasar Bha-
rati; and archaeologist
Budha Krishna Mani, who
led excavations in Ayodhya
and Sarnath.

Aerospace scientist
Chandramouli Gaddama-
nugu, who directed the
Akash missile system from
development to deploy-
ment during Operation
Sindoor, and ISRO scientist
A.E. Muthunayagam, who
led the cryogenic propul-
sion system, have also

R. Madhavan

been awarded the Padma
Shri. Actors R. Madhavan,
Prosenjit Chatterjee, Ar-
vind Vaidya, Anil Kumar
Rastogi, and Gadde Babu
Rajendra Prasad are also
among the awardees.

The sportspersons re-
cognised include cricke-
ters Rohit Sharma, captain
of India’s T20 World Cup-
winning team, and Har-
manpreet Kaur, who led
India to its first women’s
ODI World Cup victory, as
well as hockey players Sav-
ita Punia and Baldev Singh,
and para-athlete Praveen

Kumar.
K. Vijay Kumar, the
former CRPF D-G and chief

of the STF that killed
poacher Veerappan; Ra-
mamurthy Sreedher, the
founder of community ra-
dio in India; and Satyana-
rayan Nuwal, the founder
of India’s first licensed
private defence company-
,have also been awarded
the Padma Shri.

The award has also been
given to Ashok Khade, a
selfmade entrepreneur
from a Dalit cobbler family,
who established a cutting-
edge offshore fabrication
company; Ashok Kumar
Singh, an agriculture scien-
tist who developed over 25
rice varieties; and Dalit
author Asok Kumar Hal-
dar, who wrote inspiring
literature while being a
railway guard. Forty-five
people were named under
the “unsung heroes” cate-
gory of the award.

31 Central Bureau of
Investigation officials
awarded medals

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Thirty-one Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) offi-
cials have been awarded
police medals on the occa-
sion of the 77th Republic
Day.

The President’s Police
Medal for Distinguished
Service has been awarded
to Chandrasekar Venupil-
lai, Head of Zone (Delhi
Zone); Superintendent of
Police Amit Srivastava; Ad-
ditional Superintendent of
Police Mukesh Sharma;
sub-inspector Pramod Ku-
mar Yati; assistant sub-in-
spector Chaman Lal; and
head constable Ramu Gol-
la.

Among those awarded
the Police Medal for Meri-
torious Service are Venkata
Subba Reddy Chinnakon-
du, Head of Zone (Special

Crime Zone); Deputy In-
spector-General Sadanand
Shankarrao Date; deputy
legal adviser Manmohan
Sharma; Additional SPs
Baidyanath Samal and Kai-
lash Sahu; Deputy SPs Rubi
Choudhary, Manish Kumar
Upadhyay, Anmol Sachan,
Nishu Kushwaha, Arijit Sin-
ha, Sharad Suresh Bhawar,
Thahir Abbas P., and Dhar-
mendra Kumar.

Inspector Dharmender;
programmer Deepti Vash-
ista; office superintendent
Narikote Nandini; assistant
sub-inspector Vinod Ku-
mar; head constables Ne-
tram Chourasiya, Puran
Mal Gujar, Bhola Roy, Babu
Varghese, and Vikram
Singh; and constables San-
jeev Kumar, Waikhom Ra-
jesh Singh, and Rupendra
Kumar have also been con-
ferred the Police Medal for
Meritorious Service.

Shubhanshu Shukla, who flew
to space, gets Ashok Chakra

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

On the eve of Republic Day,
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Sunday approved
the conferment of Gallan-
try and Distinguished Ser-
vice Awards on personnel
of the Indian Army, the In-
dian Navy, and the Indian
Air Force, recognising acts
of exceptional courage in
operations and sustained
distinguished service
across key operational and
command appointments.
Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla of the In-
dian Air Force has been ho-
noured with the Ashok
Chakra, the nation’s high-
est peacetime gallantry
award. The honour follows
his ground-breaking mis-
sion to the International
Space Station in June 2025.
In the Chakra series of
gallantry awards, the Presi-
dent approved the confer-

ul
Shubhanshu Shukla

ment of one Ashok Chakra,
three Kirti Chakras, and 12
Shaurya Chakras, includ-
ing one Shaurya Chakra
(posthumous). The gallan-
try awards include one Bar
to Sena Medal (Gallantry)
and 44 Sena Medals (Gal-
lantry), of which five are
posthumous. Additionally,
six Nao Sena Medals (Gal-
lantry) were awarded to
Navy personnel and two
Vayu Sena Medals (Gallan-
try) to Air Force personnel.

The President also ap-
proved a total of 301 mili-

tary decorations to Armed
Forces and other person-
nel. These include 30 Pa-
ram Vishisht Seva Medals,
four Uttam Yudh Seva Me-
dals, 56 Ati Vishisht Seva
Medals, nine Yudh Seva
Medals, two Bars to Sena
Medals (Distinguished), 43
Sena Medals (Distin-
guished), eight Nao Sena
Medals  (Distinguished),
and 14 Vayu Sena Medals
(Distinguished).

Further, 135 Vishisht Se-
va Medals and 98 Mention-
in-Despatches were ap-
proved for personnel in-
volved in various
operations, including Op-
eration Rakshak, Opera-
tion Snow Leopard, Opera-
tion Hifazat, Operation
Orchid, and Operation
Meghdoot, as well as res-
cue and casualty evacua-
tion tasks. Of these, five
mentions are posthumous,
with 81 awards going to
personnel of the Army.



Award Name Field / Achievement

Dharmendra Singh Deol Legendary Indian film actor with iconic contribution

Padma Vibhushan (Posthumous) to Indian cinema. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Distinguished service in public affairs & judiciary.

KT Thomas (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Eminent violinist, contribution to Indian classical

N Rajam music. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Literature & education, contributions to Indian

P Narayanan intellectual heritage. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

V S Achuthanandhan Public affairs & social service. (Ministry of Home
(Posthumous) Affairs)

(The full Padma Shri list includes 113 awardees from
many sectors such as literature, science, education,
archaeology, etc.) (translate.google.com)



https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Padma_Awards2026W_25012026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://translate.google.com/translate?client=srp&hl=hi&sl=en&tl=hi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fm.economictimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fpadma-awards-2026-announced-full-list-of-padma-vibhushan-padma-bhushan-and-padma-shri-winners%2Farticleshow%2F127477081.cms&utm_source=chatgpt.com

Padma Bhushan

Padma Shri

Alka Yagnik
Bhagat Singh Koshyari
Kallipatti Ramasamy Palaniswamy

Mammootty

Dr. Nori Dattatreyudu

Piyush Pandey (Posthumous)
S K M Maeilanandhan
Shatavadhani R Ganesh

Shibu Soren (Posthumous)
Uday Kotak

V K Malhotra (Posthumous)
Vellappally Natesan
Vijay Amritraj

Rohit Sharma
Harmanpreet Kaur
Savita Punia

R. Madhavan

A E Muthunayagam
Anil Kumar Rastogi
Anke Gowda M.
Armida Fernandez
Arvind Vaidya
Ashok Khade

Renowned playback singer with wide impact on Indian music. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Public affairs, contributions in governance. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Medical contributions in Tamil Nadu. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Celebrated Malayalam cinema actor with national impact. (The Times of India)

Medical science & research (oncology). (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Art & social contributions. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Social work and community service. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Art (literature & scholarship). (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Public affairs (political leadership). (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Trade & industry, contribution to Indian banking & finance. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Public affairs & administration. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Public affairs & social service. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Sports (tennis) and global representation of India. (Ministry of Home Affairs)

Sports — Cricket (India), major global achievements. (Navbharat Times)

Sports — Women's Cricket — leadership & performance. (Olympics)

Sports — Hockey, national representation. (The Times of India)

Art — Cinema & societal influence. (The Times of India)

Science & Engineering contributions. (The Indian Express)

Art — Theatre & performing arts. (The Indian Express)

Social work & community development. (The Indian Express)

Medicine — service & healthcare initiatives. (The Indian Express)

Art & culture. (The Indian Express)

Trade & industry. (The Indian Express)
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https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/india/padma-award-2026-list-padma-bhushan-padma-shri-padma-vibhushan-shibu-soren-dharmendra-rohit-sharma/articleshow/127476397.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.olympics.com/en/news/padma-awards-2026-india-sports-winners-list?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/hockey/top-stories/indian-womens-hockey-team-recognised-savita-punia-on-padma-award/articleshow/127529883.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/its-not-just-an-award-but-responsibility-actor-r-madhavan-honoured-with-padma-shri-2026/articleshow/127529605.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/padma-awards-2026-dharmendra-rohit-sharma-full-winners-list-10494115/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Award

Padma Vibhushan

Padma Bhushan

Padma Bhushan

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Name

N Rajam

Alka Yagnik

Shatavadhani R Ganesh

R. Madhavan

Anil Kumar Rastogi

Arvind Vaidya

A E Muthunayagam

Specific Contribution

Distinguished violinist,
Carnatic music stalwart

Iconic playback singer,
major influence on Indian
film music

Literature & scholarship,
multi-disciplinary literary
work

Cinema & social influence

Theatre & performing art

Art & culture

Science-art cross
contribution

Exam Value Point

Indian classical music
legacy

Cultural influence of
cinema music

Indian language &
literature

Contemporary cultural
figures

Regional art forms in
national consciousness

Contribution to
traditional arts

Scientific arts crossover



Award

Padma Bhushan

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Name

Vijay Amritraj

Rohit Sharma

Harmanpreet
Kaur

Savita Punia

Field /
Achievement

Tennis legend,
global ambassador

Cricket —
exceptional batting
performance

Women’s Cricket —
leadership &
consistency

Hockey — leading
goalkeeper

Exam Value Point

India’s contribution
to global sports

Cricket as India’s
major sport

Growth of women’s
sport

Hockey revival &
Olympic
significance




Award

Padma Bhushan

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Padma Shri

Name

Dr. Nori Dattatreyudu

Armida Fernandez

Anke Gowda M.

Ashok Khade

Field / Achievement

Oncology research &
medical services

Medicine & public
health outreach

Social work,
community health
impact

Science or trade &
industry application

Exam Value Point

Public health & cancer
treatment

Healthcare systems &
community service

Social determinants of
health

Interface of science
and economy



Award

Padma Vibhushan

Padma Vibhushan

Padma Bhushan

Padma Bhushan

Padma Bhushan

Padma Bhushan

Padma Bhushan

Name

KT Thomas

V S Achuthanandhan

Bhagat Singh Koshyari

S KM Maeilanandhan

Shibu Soren (Posthumous)

V K Malhotra (Posthumous)

Vellappally Natesan

Field / Achievement

Judiciary & public service

Social service

Governance & public affairs

Social service

Political leadership

Administration

Social service

Exam Link
Governance & rule of law

People’s movements &
social change

Federal polity & public
service

Social entrepreneurship

Politics & public life

Bureaucratic service

Community mobilization



Total Awardees (2026): 131 including 5 Padma
Vibhushan, 13 Padma Bhushan and 113 Padma Shri.

Posthumous Awards: Several, recognising lifetime
service.

Fields Covered: Art, Public Affairs, Medicine, Science &
Engineering, Sports, Social Work, Literature &
Education, Trade & Industry, Civil Service, etc.

Date Announced: On Republic Day eve 2026.

Awarded By: President of India at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
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‘armers launch foot march
from Nashik to Mumbai

Thousands of farmers launched a foot march to
Aumbal from Nashik on Sunday to press for their
land i

various 3
facilities and uninterrupted power supply. Led by

the C

rxist) and Akhil

Bharatya
government of not keeping s promises

o gherao the

in

Mumbal if their issues are not resolved. CPEM)

national vice
thase taking part in the march. en

Three killed. two injured as
clay mine collapses in ML.P.

ding two girls, were killed

and two others seriously injured when a clay
mine collapsed while they were extracting clay in
Pradesh’s Singrauli district on Surda
urred

police said. The incident occl

village under the Kundwar

.
in Parsohar
in the

outpost withi
Jurisdiction of the Jlawan police station, about 70
from the district

sasd. Sub-Divisional Police Officer Gayatri Trwarl
said that five persons, including two girls, had
gone to excrace ~chui mitti” from a clay mine
when it collapsed, burying them. #n

M tribute to

CHENNAL

here was no space
for Hindi in the
past, nor s there

Hailiy Tamil Nadu as
the only State in the coun-
try that loved its 1
with its

with full vigour on every oc-
casion. The State had pro-
tected the right and identi-
ty ofall families in
the Indian subcontinent, he
added.

He paid tribute to the

el ion, fighting
against the imposition of

who laid down their liv

No space for Hindi then,
NOwW, Or ever, says Stalin

Chief Mervster MK Stal

Hindi and in defence of
“Tamil,

Later in the day, Mr. Sta-
lin unvedled the busts of
Thalamuthu and Natara-
san, who were the collec-
tive face of the anti-Hindl
protests of the 1930s in the

of Natarasan and
during the language movernent, on Language Martyrs Day in Chennai on Sunday. &1

gislators S.

also paid floral tributes at the
memorial of late activist S.
bal. He took part
in the Language Martyrs rally
and raised slogans, an official
release said.

Dharmam|

Recalling contribution
He witnessed a photo exhi-
bition put together by the
Chennai De-

wvi, R.D. She-

R 3
Shankar, X. Ganapathy, S.
Aravind L, ANV
Prabhakara Raja and senior
officials took part in the
event.

AIADMK general secre-
tary Ed K. Palanis-

building — also named after
these activists — in Egmore
in

Dressed In black attire,
the Chief Minister also paid
floral tributes at the memo-
rial of these activists at Moo-
lakothalam in Chennal. He

velopment Authority. De-

ya: North
Kalanidhi Veeraswamy: le-

ary
wami pasd tributes to the
language martyrs, and the
AIADMK's student wing or-
ganised events in their
memory.

(Those in_distress can
contact Tele MANAS at 14416
to seek help)

Neither ‘evil force’ nor
‘corrupt force’ should

rule T.N.

CHENNAL

Making clear his party’s
stand against the ruling
Opposi

firsc time that the actor-
politician spoke critically
of the AIADMK, ut

party Is a powerful force
capable of winning in this

tion on its own, wheth-
er it has allies or not. His
statement assumes signifi-
cance at a time when the
fronts headed by the DMK

the AIADMK are work-
ing to strengthen their for-
mations.

Addressing TVK func-
tionaries at a private resort
at Mamallapuram, nearly
60 km south of Chennal,
M. Vijay said, “We are ata
crucial juncture of our pol-
isical journey.
stressing this? Do you [the
functionaries] that 1

under some pressure?

: TVK chief

4

Vi

Can anyone put pressure
on me? By seeing me, do
you think 1 would bow to
pressure?~ he said.

He sald he was not un-
der pressure, but the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu were,
Dbecause *

surrendered directly to the
BJP and could not be trust-
ed. hich is rul-

rectly, while the latter sur-
renders covertly. Thar s
the only difference.”
According to him, these
parties were releasing at-
tractive announcements to
prevent their real inten-
tions from .
Mr. Vijay promised a

con n-free  govern-
ment, if his party was vot-
o power.

Police from 3 States search for missing demonetised cash

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVE

The Belagavi police of Kar-

their Goa htra
rparts probing the
400 cror monetised

of the three States. The Be-
Eagavi police will be joining
in the search for missing
lorries containing high-va-
Iue currency notes.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT), constituted by
Maharashtra
Devendra Fadnavis, had
earlier arrested sus-

Karnataka Police has
joined Maharashtra

and Goa scarching for
‘missing lorrics linked
1o a T400 crore heist

pects, including an alleged
hawala operator. The SIT
led by Aditya Mirkhelkar,
Superintendent of Police,

cooperate with its team
members_

Belagavi  Superinten-
dent of Police K. Ramara-
jan deputed a team of the
Belagavi police who ar-

rived in Nashik on Sunday.

Bes
G. Parameshwara said that

taining notes.

According to the com-
plaint, miscreants from
Mumbai waylaid two lor-
ries berween

the

had sought additional in-
formation on the heist to
be able o help

probe.

Container theft
“This follows a case filed in
the Nashik police station.
Based on a complaint by a

2400 crore and 21,000
e in the Chorla Ghat
Jjungles, on the Karnataka-
Goa border.
alleged offence oc-
curred on the night of Oc-
tober 25.
The complainant, Mr.
Patil, claimed the money

d  busi-
nessman, Sa Dartta Pa-
til, officers from the

lice station haw

egls-
tered a case of the theft of
two container lorries con-

to Kishore Savla
Seth, a builder, who has in-
soa and

mbal. He also claimed
lorries ained some
demonet

However, Mr. Seth sus-

vi said that there were un-
confirmed reports that the
money was meant to be
used for distribution dur-
ing the recent local body
poils in

Cong. links party worker’s death
in Indore to contaminated water

Press Trust of India
INDORE

The Congress on Sunday
claimed that a 75-year-old

contaminated water in In-

dore’s Bl ura area.

Health officials rejected
assertis

biood press:
betes, and his death had
no connection to the diar-
rhoea outbreak.

Residents faling water from
a tanker in Bhagirathpura
area of Indore. ALE PHOTO

Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress president fitu Patward
targeted the government
over the death.

It is with great sadness

that 1 have to inform you

.~ he wrote on X

‘Graft and negligence”
Mr. Patwari accused the
State government of neghi-

have died in the wa-
ter-related health crisis in
Indore.

Will resolve issues in voter
list, says Maharashtra CEO

NASHIX

on Sunday
said  that idents
the sanctity of
the voter kst have in-
creased past one-

essing the State-le-
vel Voters” Day programme
in Nashik, the top poll of-
ficer said there are plans o
ensure that voters will re-
ceive an identity card with-
in 15 days after their regis-
tration is approved. He
also added that Booth Le-

sdentity cards soon.
~Earlier, 50 days were
required 1o get a voter ID.
Now, anyone across the na-
tion will get a Vou
in 15 days after approval.
ion of In-

ction mimiss|
dia (EC) has given &s ap-
proval for this proposal,
and in a week's time, the
technical approval will be

Government employess taking part In a voter awareness rally on

years, you are a voter; after
your death, you are no lon-
er a voter. You have to just
inform them about the

of location. We
have to consider it as our
target. Till the 2029 elec-

cepts of code of conduct,
photo voter list, Electronic
Voting Machine (EVAM),
election observer and vote
process

emer; .~ he
The CEO further stated
that the EVM is provided
with a three-tier security
system, including the
CRPF or CISF, the State Re-

National Voters Day in Karad on Sundary. P11

serve Police Force (SRPF),
the polsc

e

Speaking about the vo-
ters® rolls, he said care is
being taken to ensure that
names of non-eligible vo-
ters do not feature in the
list. ~Work is v to

Neolithic relics from Lakkundi excavation give
a push to UNESCO Heritage Site inclusion bid

Girish Pattanashetti
HUBBALLI

Excavations h began
on January 16 on the pre-
mises of the Kote Veerab-
temple in Lak-
[
district have yielded relics
dating back t6 the Neolithic
period, giving 3 fillip to the
push for its nomination for
inclusion in the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites list.
The yield of Neolithic
relics came close on the
heels of a “treasure™ being
found by a family in the vil-
lage while digging to lay
the foundation for a house.
Hundred wells

of Indra in terms of

find voters with similar

photographs. Work has

started to solve the issue at

the constituency level

we will conduct it at the

State level soon. We will
nd out entries

The here —
about 12 kilometres from
district headquarters Ga-
dag and once known as
“village of hundred wells
and temples’ — are part of
su: eff

the

similar photos at the State
level,” he said_

Efforts are being made
to make the voter list error-
free, he added.

“Of the 147 crore poj
lation of India, 9.93 crore
Vi e in

Special Intensive Revision
in Maharashtra soon,” De-
puty Chief Electoral Officer
Sunil Sonar said.

Lakiundl
It is believed that several
archizectural wonders sill

.

mabbe, an ardent follower

of Jainism known for her
works.

It is said that the queen

Mumbal Gazetteer
mentions only 13 temples

irectural style
of Kalyana Chalukyas.

Jain basadis and also sank
wells for the benefit of peo-  nister for Law and Parlia-
~ mentary Affairs and also
While Jainism pros- Tourlsm, it h been
pered in Lakkundi, it also  revived.
gave shelter to 12th century As a prelude to the exca-
sharanas like wvation, the State
Ajaganna and Sharane Tourism Department Cor-
Muktayakka who propagat-  poration DC)  along
ed Basaveshwara's  with the Archaeclogy Mu-
message. seums and Heritage De-
Several of L - an
chitectural wonders no inittative in  November,
longer now and the 2024, to collect historical

.

e
CAAL ARPARGENENT

relics from the households
in the village. Under this,
1,050 historical relics were
received from ress-
dents and 13 inscriptions
sdentified.

Several of them now
find a place in the open
museum at Lakkundi for
the  establishment  of
which, the residents have
Jotned with Lakiun-
dil Heritage Area Develop-

rity by parting
with their lands.

The Tourism Depart-
ment is also giving a push
to the proposal to include a
group  of monuments
at Lal

with the Budget announce-
ment on getting UNESCO
for

ed up
with the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) to fine-
tune the proposal.
“So far, two me

have been held in this re-
gard and they (NTACH)
are In the process of finalis-
ing the proposal,” Commis-

Authority Sharanu Gogeri
told The Hindu.

o Je
in the village as protected
monuments and w
add eight more to the list
by the month-end.

ing 20 more temples and
other structures to the list,
which ks likely to happen in
Feb .

There is also a proposal
to shift the village to facili-
tate restoration of the an-
cient monuments, but any
decision on the relocation

temples from

sage Sites. This is in line

along with  will be based on the out-
come of nd
UNESCO's  other surveys of ancient

structures car-
rled out simultaneously.
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Neolithic relics from Lakkundi excavation give
a push to UNESCO Heritage Site inclusion bid

Girish Pattanashetti
HUBBALLI

Excavations which began
on January 16 on the pre-
mises of the Kote Veerab-
hadreshwar temple in Lak-
kundi village of Gadag
district have yielded relics
dating back to the Neolithic
period, giving a fillip to the
push for its nomination for
inclusion in the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites list.
The yield of Neolithic
relics came close on the
heels of a “treasure” being
found by a family in the vil-
lage while digging to lay
the foundation for a house.

Hundred wells

The excavation here -
about 12 kilometres from
district headquarters Ga-
dag and once known as
‘village of hundred wells
and temples’ — are part of
sustained efforts to restore
the historical significance
of Lakkundi.

It is believed that several
architectural wonders still
remain covered by houses
and other structures or bu-
ried beneath the ground in
the village.

Earlier known as Lokki-
gundi, the village finds
mention in inscriptions
dating back to the 11th and
12th centuries,comparing
it to Amaravati, the capital

of Indra in terms of
affluence.

Lakkundi was the “Kar-
mabhoomi” of queen Atti-
mabbe, an ardent follower
of Jainism known for her
philanthropic works.

It is said that the queen
who lived in the 11th centu-
ry, built many temples and
Jain basadis and also sank
wells for the benefit of peo-
ple.

While Jainism pros-
pered in Lakkundi, it also
gave shelter to 12th century
sharanas like Shivasharana
Ajaganna and Sharane
Muktayakka who propagat-
ed Basaveshwara’s
message.

Several of Lakkundi’s ar-
chitectural wonders no
longer exist now and the

Well from time: A stepwell in Lakkundi village in Gadag district. SPE|

Mumbai State Gazetteer
mentions only 13 temples
having architectural style
of Kalyana Chalukyas.

Pending project

Uncovering the buried
temple structures and
wells has been a long pend-
ing project, and under the
initiative of H.K. Patil, Mi-
nister for Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs and also

Tourism, it has been
revived.
As a prelude to the exca-

vation, the Karnataka State
Tourism Department Cor-
poration (KSTDC) along
with the Archaeology Mu-
seums and Heritage De-
partment had launched an
initiative in November,
2024, to collect historical

CIAL ARRANGEMENT

relics from the households
in the village. Under this,
1,050 historical relics were
received from the resi-
dents and 13 inscriptions
identified.

Several of them now
find a place in the open
museum at Lakkundi for
the establishment of
which, the residents have
joined hands with Lakkun-
di Heritage Area Develop-
ment Authority by parting
with their lands.

The Tourism Depart-
ment is also giving a push
to the proposal to include a
group of monuments
at Lakkundi along with
temples from surrounding
places in the UNESCO’s
tentative list of World Her-
itage Sites. This is in line

with the Budget announce-
ment on getting UNESCO
tag for Lakkundi.

The State has tied up
with the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) to fine-
tune the proposal.

“So far, two meetings
have been held in this re-
gard and they (INTACH)
are in the process of finalis-
ing the proposal,” Commis-
sioner of Lakkundi Herit-
age Area Development
Authority Sharanu Gogeri
told The Hindu.

There are seven ASI pro-
tected monuments in Lak-
kundi and the State has de-
clared 16 temple structures
in the village as protected
monuments and plans to
add eight more to the list
by the month-end.

The authority has been
directed to carry out a
comprehensive study and
submit a report on includ-
ing 20 more temples and
other structures to the list,
which is likely to happen in
February.

There is also a proposal
to shift the village to facili-
tate restoration of the an-
cient monuments, but any
decision on the relocation
will be based on the out-
come of the excavation and
other surveys of ancient
structures being car-
ried out simultaneously.



Time Period

Important Sites

Age ] (Approx.)/ %Qy Features / 9H T Tools & Technology / | Lifestyle & Economy / Silae- (india) / T
Frelafer e el

Earliest humans, Rough stone tools Hunting, food gathering, use

SPta(I)(:‘?zh:) (/Old 5 6 million BP :gnmtgg}iiffze;em’fi (hand-axe, cleaver, of fire (later phase) / fI&R | Bhimbetka, Soan
g — 10,000 BCE chopper) / &R g HIg, 3 & AfAd Valley, Hunsgi

QUITSTOT el Aled, - geeR & 3R 3T

Hargehdl, gHd Sftael | ‘
Lower Paleolithic /| 2.6 million — ngzleegencttsljcure / Hand-axe, cleaver / Pure hunting & gathering / Attirampakkam
Rt QUAAT | 300,0008P | myged oS-UFd N
Middle Paleolithic = 300,000 — Flake tools, better tool | Scrapers, borers / Improved hunting / 3eeid Narmada Valle
/ AT qUUTSIOT | 40,000 BP making / Feleh dehaileh | GIdel frepre Y
Upper Paleolithic /| 40,000 - Cave art begins, Homo | Blades, burins /SIS | Hunting + symbolic art / &l Bhimbetka
3| qATSToT 10,000 BCE sapiens / Il Aol | AGIR T R[e3Td




Mesolithic (Middle
Stone Age) /
HEJIIYIUT hlel

10,000 - 6,000
BCE

T['ansition phase, microliths /
HhAUT Hlel, F&EA R

Microliths (small sharp

tools) / ﬂwafrﬁrar

Hunting, fishing, early
domestication / fIR-AG I,
ATeTI PO T 3T

Bagor, Adamgarh

Neolithic (New

Stone Age) /
oddYIYTUT hlel

6,000—- 1,000
BCE

Agriculture begins, settled
life / T HT B3,
TR J@1ae

Polished stone tools,

sickles / T @ 3o

Farming, animal domestication,

pottery / dr, WQIQTHH

Mehrgarh,
Burzahom

Chalcolithic (Copper-

Copper tools, pottery

_ + ! Agriculture + trade / @dT @
Stone Age) / :'COEOO 700 ;;Toicc;[:lg;r s sl (painted) /FI'I? & FETCHT / Ahar, Kayatha
dTHAYTNIOT Tl ‘ AER
Bronze Age / FTET | 3,300— 1,300 | cronze (Copper +Tin), Bronze tools & Cities, trade, writing / 91X, Harappa,
- - urbanisation / &I ‘iTIFj, weapons / hIET IR, R Mohenio-d
K) T JFIAT 3_ﬁG_|-R- ) ohenjo-aaro
1,200 BCE Iron tools, stronger weapons | Iron plough, weapons Expansion of agriculture &

Iron Age aT ’ ’ ’ states / IS , Y PGW sit

ge / ¥l 2 onwards /g & AR I /% TEaR, T SHes

f&Ator




o Excavation at Kote Veerabhadreshwar temple uf?az, Lakkundi (Gadag district) started on

January 16 and yielded Neolithic-period relics. | ®bI¢ dRWg2aR AfdR URRAR, ciardst (TTgT f3iaT) A
16 STHa3 A H FGTE H FaurHroT (Neolithic) BTet &b 37d2Y fHoi|
« These finds give a boost to Lakkundi's UNESCO World Heritage Site inclusion bid. / & I

dddoel &b AP faed eRIER T g7 bl BRIl Bl Hlgd! adl
Why the discovery drew attention [ Tits1 =i Taf &

» The Neolithic relics discovery came soon after news of a “treasure” being found by a local family
while digging a house foundation. / FaUTSTUT 31d2lY fH@A Bl JaR, TR &I Al Jed JHT T URAR H)
"G fHe Bl g1 &b qRd 91 TS|

About Lakkundi [ ®Tarpel & R A

e Lakkundiis about 12 km from Gadag district headquarters and was once known as the “village

of hundred wells and temples.” | @apa! TaT G HETa & ~12 fHt R & 3R 8 BT “dt B3l

3R HfERY &1 M HET ST 2
e Many architectural wonders are believed to be still buried/covered under houses and other

structures. / AT ST & b g MU eRIE? 31d W wRi/fAwfuil & i gat/edh! &2 &1

e Earlier known as Lokki-gundi, it is mentioned in inscriptions of 11th-12th centuries, comparing it
to Amaravati (Indra’s capital) for affluence. / Ug@ clidbl-T[gl 9T I SET 1aT oT; 11dit-12dT It &

ferdTal B 3ovid AT 8 3k IfE & 3 J 5 rRTad! (5 61 AT J o1 B TS|




o Cultural-religious links | Tipfdd-enfies wisar
e Lakkundi was described as the "Karmabhoomi” of Queen Attimabbe, a Jainism follower known
for philanthropy; she (11th century) built temples, Jain basadis, and sank wells for public benefit.
| TS Y RGBT 3 3l 3t e B R garT T, (1t et 3R HiER, S afaat
gaa1g 3R SHfed A T Fgarg|
e It also sheltered 12th-century Sharanas like Shivasharana Ajaganna and Sharane Muktayakka,
linked with Basaveshwara’s message. / Jg&T 12dl dct & 2RUT 31 fIa2RUT 35T 31k 2RUt
HRARIFDT D Hi 313 AT (dadear T3l I 8T AgH) |
e Note: Only 13 temples are mentioned in the Mumbai State Gazetteer as having Kalyana
Chalukya architectural style (as per the report in the article). / Ho$ ¢ TaifcaR A BeAT0T ATe{ R
RTIRT Steft aTe badt 13 HiGA BT Ievid FdTIT 1T
« Project revival & community effort | 9RANSTAT YAsiTa— T STAUTTGRT

e Uncovering buried temples and wells was long pending; it was revived under H.K. Patil (Law &
Parliamentary Affairs + Tourism Minister). / &t IRT131 (AfGR/PHT) B ISR B BT BIH @ JHY
3 wfdd o, Ta.db. uifee & dgd sd i Afra foaar mam

e KSTDC + Archaeology Museums & Heritage Department launched an initiative in Nov 2024 to
collect relics from households. / KSTDC + TRTdcd AT Qo faRIAd faHIT 4 9deR 2024 H eR-TR A

Cfdgid aiqU S &l Ugd Qb bl




e 1,050 historical relics were collected and 13 inscriptions identified; several are placed in an
open museum at Lakkundi, enabled by residents sharing land with the Heritage Area
Development Authority. / 1,050 Rfdg1fda srady fid 3R 13 Ride@ fIfFd gg; &g 3rady 3iua
R B 38 TU—g a3 o ey it 2 faRrad wifeies=or Y ufF 3o e famarmi

« UNESCO push & protection status / A%h! I g T80T fafd

e Tourism Department is pushing to include a group of monuments at Lakkundi + nearby temples
in UNESCO's tentative list; aligned with a budget announcement for a UNESCO tag. / U=feq faum
TdGpa! B HRE THE + AU & HiGA Bl JAwp! o Sefea Jat 7 onfie B Bl 3 961 &1 §; T8
gsTc HIYUT & 31RY SdrRIT T=T|

e State tied up with INTACH to fine-tune the proposal; two meetings held and proposal is being
finalised (as per Heritage Area Development Authority Commissioner Sharanu Gogeri). / 350 4
YRATd JER &q INTACH 3 IH-a3 o, €t d6ds g8 3R URama 3ifdH T9 A € (3RJad 2RU] Tt &
3THR) |

e In Lakkundi: 7 ASI-protected monuments; State declared 16 temple structures as protected

and plans to add 8 more by month-end; a study is to include 20 more temples/structures (likely
by Feb). | diadpsl A 7 AS| TRfeéid #RP; I 1 16 HiGR A=A TRfeia aifid &l 31k 7R & sid a& 8
31k 3figA bt AT, 20 3R HiGRFRTAN Siga 8 sieaar/Raré (Tfad wast) |

e There is also a proposal to shift the village to facilitate restoration, but relocation depends on

excavation outcomes and parallel surveys. / T80T &q TMid FRATTAROT BT Ydrd W g, IR Ao Fars
URome T JEEIAR Jd R iR gl N



Topic / Qs

Lakkundi location / ﬂﬂ*‘f’éﬁ' Tl
Neolithic / ATdY9TYTOT

Tentative List / ¢cfea H\?ﬁ

AS| protection / ASI &7

INTACH / 8¢

Kalyana Chalukya / shedToT dTelehd

Local heritage authority / Ta8d
EIUBEEYI

Numbers to remember / IdTg &
gy

Key facts (English + Hindi together)

Village in Gadag district, Karnataka; noted for stepwells/temples / 9TGdT,

FAlCH, ao't‘f’/aﬂiﬁw g ¥uded

Transition to settled life; tools, pottery, early agriculture in many regions /

TR sHTae, SR, AGHTS, IRIAS Hiy
First step before WHS nomination; countries propose sites to UNESCO / WHS a

Ugel I Y, U WSS TEATAA Al

ASI protects monuments of national importance (India) /TI'@?T Hecd &
TARDI T HI&TOT

Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage; works on
conservation/advisory / GI&TUT H g TEAT

Western Chalukya architectural phase; temple architecture in Karnataka region
| FAlcsh &F &I AIFT T

Lakkundi Heritage Area Development Authority coordinating protection &
proposal / GX&IUT d Y¥ATd HHIY

1,050 relics, 13 mscrlptlons 7 ASI, 16 protected temples, +8 planned, +20
study/ma—?r TE&Ie

Exam angle / 9X1&TT
391

Map-based + heritage
sites

Prehistory, archaeology
UNESCO process
Culture + governance

Institutions in culture

Art & culture (South
India)

Heritage governance

Direct MCQ facts



Exam (Year)

UPSC CSE Prelims (2020)

UPSC CSE Prelims (2019)

UPSC CSE Prelims (2018)

SSC CGL (2021)

Railway NTPC (2020)

CDS (2022)

State PSC Prelims (2021)

Question (English + Hindi together)

UNESCO World Heritage Sites are inscribed
on the basis of what core idea? /W
WHS fh8 el 3TUR W mnaaﬁr grd
g7

"Tentative List” is useql in which context? /
&efea AT fhe Hest #?

ASl is under which Ministry? / ASI forg
AT & 3T 872

Neolithic Age is associated with which key
development? / IdYTYIUT hlcl g
YHE farE & ST 87

Stepwell is best described as what? /

dTaa/ECUdol FAT 87

Jain “Basadi” refers to what? / 3leT “Sdc”

T 87

Which body protects monuments of
national importance in India? / ARd p=
TSI Agcd & TARSD il Tard
AT g7

Answer

Outstanding Universal Value + criteria-
based evaluation / OUV + HATdcs 3TarRd
HedTehal

QN

UNESCO WHS nomination process / WHS
SATHIR TTshaT

Ministry of Culture / H?—Tf% HATST

Beginning of agriculture & settled life /

agfﬁrawﬁrshaa

Water-harvesting architecture with
stepped access /?ﬁ,ﬁ?:lfﬂ STel-Hddd
IAT

Jain temple/shrine (common in Karnataka)

/ SteT HISI/HATSA

ASI / ASI



+ . Consider the following statements / @ #=1T WX AR FAifSe:

* Excavations at Kote Veerabhadreshwar temple premises in Lakkundi began on January 16 and
vielded Neolithic relics. / dT&ha! o shic aRHAGAY ATCY IRTTH 16 STAa0 & El'd'lé ‘\’Fﬁé}ﬁT
TaYTYTOT AV THeT | 2

* Under the household-callection injtiative, 1,050 historical relics were received and_13 inscriptions
were identified. / BR-EX HIE gl H 1,050 3IRAY fAer 31K 13 Rreerd Rfegd gUl

e Lakkundi has 17 ASI-protected monuments; the State has protected 16 temple structures and

lanned to add 8 mare, wn;h a study to inc de 20 mare structures. /W 7 ASI FIT%T—TFFI'IW
- o o 16 ATGL EXIATT Giard 3#? ) e amzommmaﬁ%gmw

gl

* Which of the above are correct'-’ / mﬁ@'aﬁﬁ' @"\‘Iﬁ%"
A)1and 2 onIy/aw_CITvr

B) 2 and 3 only / 23-ﬁT3

C) 1 and 3 only / shdel 1 3IR 3

D) 1,2and3/1,23-ﬁT3

o
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Candidates who have
filed nominations for
local bodyv elections

As many as
20,718
candidates

have filec nommmon; for the upcoming
Zilia Parishad and Panchayat Samiti

o 12
Zills Parizhads and 125 Panachayat Sal
in the State will be held on February 5. »n

Number of people

dead in a fire in

Karachi. Pakistan
ShoppnE plazs n Pakistan's

R e

Gozen people still reported missing a week
after the tragic Incident. The fire broke out
in the basement of the Gul Shopping Plaza

The death toll In the fire 3t a

and quickly =pread to the rest of the urged

ballding on January 17

THE2@ HINDU

Share of voters

Qpi_l vv'lth 2003 SIR
list in Jharkhand

Protesters arrested
on suspicion of
aggravated trespass

D offenders
arrested in Delhi
Police’s crackdown

In per cent. Jharkhand Chief
Electoral Officer %. Ravi Kumar
=aid that 723 voters have so

far been mapped with that of the 2003
electoral rolis during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR} in the State Ms. Kumar
electors to participate in building >
comprehensive and error-free voter list. re

Slghiy sb peoote were
ed on suspicion of

protesters breached the grounds of a
London ps
pre-Patesti

asgravated trespass after

is0n in support of a
2n hunger striker. The group

Ahead of Republic Day
port i
L)

in support of a the city and arresting S drug offenders =

Action prisoner on a hunger strike”
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The issues surrounding Governors’ address

i Cc

here have been a series of
icion

St -
the first session of the year. This has
constitutional and itical
questions about the Governor's role in
State legislature.

What is the history?
Section 63 of the Government of India
Act, 1935 (GOl Act) provided that
Governor may in his discretion address.
the provincial legislature. From April 1937,
when provincial mtonomy started under

the GOI act. the Gow speech was
Prepared in consubtation. wnh the council

Of rhinisters in provinces thar 1atd dow

the le,

tive %
Similarly, in the Constituent Assembly,

was understood that it would reflect the
policy of the elected council of

No more protoc

new is t0 enable a

and noc the Governor's personal views.

What are C

newly sworn-in council of ministers to
cutline their policies so the elected
the:

Artice 175 of the Constitution specifies

that the Governor may

house(s) of the State legislature. This is
and may be

rernor shall
house(s) of the State legislature at the
commencement of the first session after
each general election to the Legislative
and at the of
thae ires sessloniof anch yeaz Tidxtsn
mandatory addre: repared by the
Coimell ofministors, and Hoivered by the
Governor, outlining the government

achievements in the ear and its
roadmap for policies in the ensuing year.
= never a

citizens ar large. R ricie 176 Pureher lreces
:hax the rules of procedure of the house(>
of tme

o: Karnataka Governce Thaswarchand Gehlot at the joint session of the State
legistature, at the Vidhana Soudna, In Bengaluns, on January 22. FLE FHITO

council of ministers.

What are the current |
The current issues arise because
Governors in Opposition-ruled States act

11 have for
for discussion of matters referred in such
address. This is the "Motion of thanks on
Governor's address” where the ruling and
oppaosition legislators debate on policy

announced in the address before
voting on the same._

Supreme Court in Shamsher Singh
versus State of Purjab (1974) had held drat
e O {3 sty head

<id not read out the address

Who acts on the advice of the councll of

ministers. in Nabam Rebia versus Depety

T on the asd and

d by the council of ministers bus
instead delivered his own two-line
ess before leaving the join: session of
the legislarure.
It is pertinent to note that the
Governors take the cath of office under

Article 159 that requires them to
“preserve, protect and defend the

o the Stare legisia

THE GIST

Acticle 176 provides that the
Gowernor shall address the
house(s) of the State
tegislature at the
commencement of the first
session after each general
clection to the Legesiative
and at the

skipping the address.
What can be the way forward?

for the Union exeautive. Further, the
Covernon s aa an appolaies of dee
Centre which may be required for

commencement of the first
session of each year.

The curment issues arise
because Governars i
Oppostion-nuled s‘a((—s axt
sgainst establishe:

maintaining the unity and
in critical times. Nevertheless,

e e e e

Constitution and the Gov

should not undermine

elected

underlying issue for conflicts h.\s been the

politicssation of the Governor's

Atany political leaders have CanEd for

powers of

abolition are likely to remain only on
paper. The reform
is the of
the Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission. As
per these recommendations, the
Constitution may be am 0 provide
that the Chief Ministers of States -zhall be
before the

Governors. While this may not be

cea for all Sssues between Governors

a

o Enposiant {sskilative taines snd avokd
Like

the anmual addre
Rangarajan. R s a former 1as officer
warre on Polity

and author of Cowrse
Simpis e (urrrnILv rrains at O_th(ers
s a(ademy. Views expressed are

The underlying issue for
conficts has been the
politiczation of the Governos's
post.

When can courts interfere in
an ongoing investigation?

ase ‘coercive measures’ be defined more concretel

RK. Vij
The story so far:

phrase “coercive measures~ was not to
rest further investigation
Rolice, but was used in the coneexx of only

he Court
State of U.P. & Anr versus o
Arshad Khan & Anr (December
55 sex aside the,

berty.

‘When can courts interfere?
Bench of the S

202!
High Louﬂ s order and held that

must rem.un the exoep!lon rather than
the norm™. The Court said that High
Courts should intervene only —where
delay itself begins to cause prejudice™.
The Court .\Iso dhj not fn.

from

arrest (or coercive actie withowt
sranting the rehel‘actu:ul)' prayed for —
Guashing the First Information Report

(FIR). Earlier in November 2025, Khe Delt

ot
bank accounts by the police during
investigation. It said that the intent of the

3 »
x

s o) PeeSmcer o Irafrchstrracenare (5 Lt
versies State of Maharashtra (20213
discussed the scope of the High Court's
powers to guash an nvestigation or pass

barred from usurping the jurisdiction of

the police, since the two organs of the

state operate in two specific spheres of

activity and one must not tread over the

other, save in exceptional cases where

non interference would result in a
iscarriage of pstice.

‘What about using the phrase
“coercive measures'?
The Supreme Court in Necharika

interim orders staying an
The Supreme Court said that the police

Csupra) thas the
High Courts had passed interim orders to

by the High Court of “no coercive steps to
adopted”. the High Court must clarify

ohoe Hmeans by that phrase as the term

&= t00 vague and broad, and can be easily

hIIe paasing o SoehNe stepa: order.
i the High Court Intends to stay the
tm te so
Snd IMIT assign reascns thereot. Such
reasons, however brief, must disclose an
application of mind.
However, the Deihi High Courr in Satya
Bagla (supra) said that the
expressions “coercive measure” and
“coercive steps® derive their meaning,
tmport and significance from the context

was sought, and
what the court intended to grant to a
party at the relevant stage of the

proc - 1t would, therefore, be
neither apprnprlzxe nor judicious for a
court to these
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A three judge Bench of the
Supreme Court in Neehorko

Inwestigation or pass interm

clarify what it means by that

phrase

However, the Delhi High Court
Fe expres=ons

“coercive measure” and

‘coercive steps” dertve their

meaning, import

any

The High Court clarifed that the mere
articulation of the phrases no coercive

orders either during the

- or ‘no Ak it

ol the
issed the quashing of the pe(l:lon
under Section 482 CrPC (Section 528
BNSS) and Article 226 of the Constitution.
Whenever an interim order is passed

ro 2 person cannot by

astay
or suspension cfany ongoing
mvestigation st that person.
Ky & @ forimer 55 Sificer.

from the contest
the nature of the
proceedings.



The issues surrounding Governors’ address

What do Articles 175 and 176 of the Constitution mandate? How are Governors acting against established constitutional practices when it comes to the yearly

address to State legislatures, especially in Opposition-Tuled States? What were the recommendations of the Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
here have been a series of
issues in Opposition-ruled
States with respect to the
address by the Governor to the
State legislature at the commencement of
the first session of the year. This has
raised constitutional and political
questions about the Governor’s role in
State legislature.

What is the history?

Section 63 of the Government of India
Act, 1935 (GOI Act) provided that the
Governor may in his discretion address
the provincial legislature. From April 1937,
when provincial autonomy started under
the GOI act, the Governor’s speech was
prepared in consultation with the council
of ministers in provinces that laid down
the legislative agenda.

Similarly, in the Constituent Assembly,
while adopting the Article dealing with
Governors’ address to State legislature, it
was understood that it would reflect the
policy of the elected council of ministers
and not the Governor’s personal views.

What are Constitutional provisions?
Article 175 of the Constitution specifies
that the Governor may address the
house(s) of the State legislature. This is
not a mandatory address and may be
rarely used by a ruling government.
Article 176, on the other hand, provides
that the Governor shall address the
house(s) of the State legislature at the
commencement of the first session after
each general election to the Legislative
Assembly and at the commencement of
the first session of each year. This is a
mandatory address to be prepared by the
council of ministers, and delivered by the
Governor, outlining the government’s
achievements in the previous year and its
roadmap for policies in the ensuing year.
This address is also provided whenever a

No more protocol: Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot at the joint session of the State
legislature, at the Vidhana Soudha, in Bengaluru, on January 22. FILE PHOTO

new assembly is constituted to enable a
newly sworn-in council of ministers to
outline their policies to the elected
representatives and through them to the
citizens at large. Article 176 further directs
that the rules of procedure of the house(s)
shall have provisions for allotment of time
for discussion of matters referred in such
address. This is the ‘Motion of thanks on
Governor’s address’ where the ruling and
opposition legislators debate on policy
matters announced in the address before
voting on the same.

The Supreme Court in Shamsher Singh
versus State of Punjab (1974) had held that
the Governor is only a constitutional head
who acts on the advice of the council of
ministers. In Nabam Rebia versus Deputy
Speaker (2016), the Supreme Court
reiterated that the address under Article
175 or 176 is to be performed by the
Governor on the aid and advice of the

council of ministers.

What are the current issues?
The current issues arise because
Governors in Opposition-ruled States act
against established constitutional
practices. In Tamil Nadu, the Governor
had skipped some portions of the address
prepared by the council of ministers in
2022 and 2023. Subsequently, since 2024,
the Governor has failed to address the
assembly as required under Article 176. In
Kerala, the Governor skipped a few
portions of the policy address prepared
by the State’s cabinet. In Karnataka, the
Governor did not read out the address
prepared by the council of ministers but
instead delivered his own two-line
address before leaving the joint session of
the legislature.

It is pertinent to note that the
Governors take the oath of office under

Article 159 that requires them to
‘preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution and the law. Such actions go
against constitutional principles and the
law as settled by the highest court of the
country. There have been instances of
friction between elected governments
and nominated governors since the 1960s
with respect to the formal yearly address
to the State legislature.

However, current instances are more
frequent with Governors altogether
skipping the address.

What can be the way forward?
Governors act as the nominal head of the
State executive just like the President does
for the Union executive. Further, the
Governor acts as an appointee of the
Centre which may be required for
maintaining the unity and integrity of the
nation in critical times. Nevertheless,
federalism is also a basic feature of our
Constitution and the Governor’s office
should not undermine the powers of
popularly elected governments. The
underlying issue for conflicts has been the
politicisation of the Governor’s post.
Many political leaders have called for
abolition of the post in the past. But
considering our quasi-federal
constitutional scheme, such demands for
abolition are likely to remain only on
paper. The reform that can be
implemented is the recommendation of
the Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission. As
per these recommendations, the
Constitution may be amended to provide
that the Chief Ministers of States shall be
consulted before the appointment of
Governors. While this may not be a
panacea for all issues between Governors
and elected governments, it could be a
good starting point to minimise discord
on important legislative issues and avoid
confrontation on customary practices like
the annual address.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified.’ He currently trains at Officers
IAS academy. Views expressed are
personal.
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Article 176 provides that the
Governor shall address the
house(s) of the State
legislature at the
commencement of the first
session after each general
election to the Legislative
Assembly and at the
commencement of the first
session of each year.

»

The current issues arise
because Governors in
Opposition-ruled States act
against established
constitutional practices.

v

The underlying issue for
conflicts has been the
politicisation of the Governor’s
post.



« Background | qsYfH
« Opposition-ruled States ® Governors & yearly address [ dfSids 3THUTIOT BT @R @ITAR fadrg gQ

g, 5 aa Governor @ YfidT IR TdenfAd + AsTHIfdd U 351 | There has been a series of issues in

Opposition-ruled States regarding Governors' address to State legislatures, raising constitutional

and political questions.

e History /sfde™
» GOl Act, 1935 (Section 63): Governor 3144 fddd I provincial legislature @1 Jferd B3 JdbdT 2T;

1937 (provincial autonomy) & dT¢ ¥T9UT Council of Ministers 3 TRmHef &3 dIR &t &1 / Under
Section 63 of the Government of India Act, 1935, Governor could address the legislature; after
1937, the speech was prepared in consultation with the council of ministers.

o IfdemT A Governors' address @1 3M9dTd IAT Tg THT &ff fds 31iTST elected Council of Ministers
&1 policy &1 G2ITTTT, Governor @I personal view &l / The address was understood to reflect the

policy of the elected council of ministers, not the Governor's personal views.



« Constitutional provisions | Taenfde wraena
« Article 175: Governor may address the House(s); mandatory d&l1 / Governor “may” address; not
mandatory.
e Article 176: Governor shall address House(s) at
1. general election & d1q first session @I F31Td |, 3R
2. 8 dY first session @l [S3d "I [ Mandatory annual + post-election address.
e Article 176 aTaT address Council of Ministers gRT AR 8/dT g; S37 fUsBelt 3T + 3m &t Aifaai/
HRIGH B &1 / Prepared by the council of ministers; outlines achievements and policy roadmap.
* Rules of procedure B address TR Tdf 8q IHA 3R “Motion of Thanks [ &=_IdTg YdTa” &} eTazell
gt 8—ruling+opposition debate & 1€ votel / Discussion time and “Motion of Thanks”
mechanism exists.
* Supreme Court position | gHH BIE BT gfechIoT
« Shamsher Singh v State of Punjab (1974): Governor %dd constitutional head &; IHRIA: aid &
advice of ministers @R &Rf BRATE| / Governor acts as a constitutional head on ministers’ aid and
advice.
« Nabam Rebia v Deputy Speaker (2016): Articles 175/176 & dgd Governor &1 ®Rf aid & advice
& ITIR g1 T1fgu—Ig fagid GIERTI [ Reiterated that Governor’s functions under these Articles

are to be performed on aid and advice.



e Currentissues [ ddH fadrg

o fdarg gafeiv 9¢ wIifds & Governors established constitutional practices & f&dTh TAER B2 T

£ (fd2lga3 Opposition-ruled States H) 1 / Issues arise as Governors in Opposition-ruled States are
acting against established practices.
o 3QIET (article ®):

o Tamil Nadu: 2022-23 H CoM gRIT dUR address & $& fg& skip; 2024 3 Article 176 & HqIAR
session & commencement UR address 9 @411 [ Skipped portions in 2022-23; later failed to
address as required under Article 176 since 2024.

« Kerala: cabinet-prepared policy address & $® f&& skip| / Skipped portions of the cabinet-
prepared address.

e Karnataka: CoM @T address read &l f&T; joint session B 37941 two-line address ¢aR fAdd
T / Did not read CoM's address; delivered a two-line address and left.

« Constitutional concern [ Jdenfae fadr
» Governors &I oath (Article 159) 3= “preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and the law”
& fdiQ 9189 &1 &; address skipping 3t wRarsaAT SC-settled principles & fadsg AM ST E &1 /
Article 159 oath and SC-settled principles make such actions constitutionally questionable.

« 1960s ¥ elected govt 9@ nominated Governors friction 8T &, TR 31 annual address &Y @&

geATd 1Sl frequent EdTS TS| / Friction exists since the 1960s, but current instances are more

frequent.



o Way forward [ 311 T AT
« Governor nominal head &: Centre &T appointee 81 & d1dsig 34 popularly elected govt Gl
powers undermine d&! &3t dIféT| / Should not undermine elected governments.
¢ Root cause: Governor's post @1 politicisation| / Underlying issue is politicisation of the
Governor's post.

o Reform path: Sarkaria & Punchhi Commission recommendations—f{d2Is&: Governor

appointment & Tgol Chief Minister consultation &1 AsTgd ®3AT/constitutional basis gATI |
Implement recommendations; provide for CM consultation before appointment to reduce discord

(not a complete panacea).



Topic / qsq Key facts (English + Hindi together) Exam angle / 9O&T 39ATET

Art 175 “may address” (discretionary); Art
176 “shall address” (mandatory at first
session each year + post-election) / 175

derfegeh, 176 Hiard

Cabinet-prepared policy statement;

Governor’s address nature Governor reads, not personal views / Convention + responsibilit
Y u . venti ibili
ATRIRYeE $r Afd, Governor & Taair P y

I 8T
Legislature debates address via “Motion of

Motion of Thanks Thanks”; amendment/vote possible / Procedure-based questions
Tddlc, JEAd WX ded d HdqId

Article 175 vs 176 Direct article-based MCQ

Governor generally bound by CoM (Art 163
Aid & advice principle principle; reinforced by SC cases) / Polity core concept

AT d: AFORYe it Tog STegsrT

Preserve, protect & defend Constitution

Article 159 oath and law / Ifa4TeT g ple]sl I J&T Hr Ethics + polity linkage
I
Centre—State relations; Governot
Sarkaria & Punchhi appointment/process reforms / Shg-Uod Commission-based PYQ theme

e, Toguredl i FgfFa gur



» Consider the following statements / [ =11 WX AR fAifae:

 Article 175 makes it mandatory for the Governor to address the State Legislature every year. /

3TT0G 175 & dgd UsgaTel &l g3 a¥ TRAATTUT &1 HAII B |

 Article 176 provides that the Governor shall address the House(s) at the commencement of the
first session of each year and after a general election. / 31Tt 176 o ded J<JuTdl gcdesh a¥ o
TUH T AT 3TH ToATd o 916 TIH T T BT H JATHHATIOT AT &

* As per Supreme Court’s consistent position, the Governor generally acts on the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers in such constitutional functions. / aﬁéa%mﬁw

H TSI9Tel ATHIT: ATIIRYE T TTIdr g Gollg U< hid Hiar gl

* Which of the above are correct? / ﬂﬁﬁ'—@"\qﬁ%:?
A) 1 and 2 only / shdol 1 3IR 2
B)2and30n|y/3w_cl<_vr23-ﬁT3
C)1and30n|y/3wT:I$r13-ﬁT3
D)1,2and3/1,23IR3
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The Hindu ePaper - Important Alert

Dear Reader,

Kindly be informed that the following editions of The Hindu are not available
today, January 27, 2026 (Tuesday), on account of yesterday's national
holiday.

Unavailable Editions - Cuttack, Kochi, Kozhikode, Mumbai, North India, Patna,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kolkata

Best regards,
ePaper Team
The Hindu Group
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen (left) and European Council President
Antonio Costa during the 77th Republic Day Parade, in New Delhi. Talks for a proposed FTA with the EU have ended successfully,
Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said on Monday. The deal is likely to be announced today BREPORTS ONPAGE2& 8 PTI

GRAND B ARG AIN ? m Zero tariff for key Indian exports !ike garments, pharmg,
v leather, petro products; lower duties on scores of other items
. Eleg-uptoass- | mindiato cutauto
orted Indian ser- | tariffs to 40% for
vices, especially | 200K cars above
IT, movement €15,000; EU eyes

of professionals | India's vast govt-
may ease procurement market

Average EU tariffs for

3 .8% Indian goods, higher
(~10%) for textiles

Weighted average Indian tariffs;
~8% higher duties (up to 110%) on auto, auto parts

(35.5%), plastics (10.4%), and pharma (10%) mIndia's 9th bilateral Dairy sector out of the pact, among
trade deal in & years; food products; EU wines and India's
1 . .

India-EU trade In services (s bn, 2026)  negotiations began 18 [kisalrlag proset chiced

In goods (§ bn, FY25) ﬁilslag:inl.s"“‘.t‘:r AREAS OF CONCERN
Bracct tradin w'a e BEU non-tariff m Carbon tax, other

m bugks the trer? dpof barriers, services = environmental

e restrictions rules, quality norms

Exports from India Imports Exports Imports ~ may stay to prevail over FTA




Dark Matter I\/Iappmg by James

Webb Space Telescope = .



Aspect

News Context

Why in News

What is Dark Matter

Share in Universe

Detection Method

Technique Used

Key Exam-Relevant Content

Scientists have created the sharpest and most detailed dark matter map so far
using observations from the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST).

The map offers unprecedented insight into invisible cosmic structures that govern
galaxy formation and large-scale structure of the universe.

A non-luminous, non-baryonic matter that does not emit, absorb, or reflect light
but exerts gravitational influence.

Ordinary (baryonic) matter = 15%; Dark Matter = 85% of total matter in the
universe.

Indirect detection through gravitational effects (cannot be directly observed).

Weak Gravitational Lensing — distortion of light from distant galaxies by massive
foreground structures.



Why Weak Lensing Important

What JWST Adds

Cosmic Epoch Studied

Scientific Significance

Practical Outcome

Allows mapping of total mass distribution, including
invisible dark matter.

Higher infrared sensitivity + resolution - sharper
mapping of faint and distant galaxies.

A critical phase of cosmic history when galaxies were
forming and evolving rapidly.

Helps test ACDM (Lambda Cold Dark Matter) model and
understand structure formation.

Reveals how dark matter scaffolding guides galaxy
clustering and evolution.



Topic
Dark Matter Candidates

Not Dark Matter

Cold Dark Matter

JWST Orbit
JWST Spectral Range

India Link

Important Facts
WIMPs, Axions, Sterile Neutrinos

Black holes, planets, stars (these are
baryonic)

Moves slowly compared to speed of light
(favours structure formation)

L2 (Lagrange Point-2), ~1.5 million km from
Earth

Infrared (0.6—28 micrometers)

India participates in global dark matter
research via IUCAA & TIFR






Aspect

News in Brief

Implementing Agency
Partner Institution
Rollout Nature

Initial Users

Mode of Payment
Settlement

Cards/Wallets

Strategic Significance

Exam-Relevant Content

India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is set to debut in
Japan, marking a major step in India’s digital payments
diplomacy.

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
Japan’s NTT Data

Trial rollout in FY 2026

Indian tourists travelling to Japan

Payments via Indian UPI apps

Direct debit from Indian bank accounts

Not required

Expansion of India’s real-time payment infrastructure
globally



Akshita Dhankar &
Republic Day



Aspect

News in Brief

Occasion

Significance

Historic Element

State Representation
Parent Force
Rank

Core Theme

Exam-Relevant Content

Akshita Dhankar, a Flight Lieutenant in the

Indian Air Force, unfurled the National Flag
alongside the Droupadi Murmu on Republic
Day.

77th Republic Day celebrations, New Delhi

Symbol of women’s growing role in armed
forces and inclusive military leadership

Rare ceremonial honour for a young serving
woman officer

Born in Kasni village, Haryana
Indian Air Force
Flight Lieutenant

Gender inclusion, merit-based recognition,
military professionalism



Area Important Facts
Permanent Commission Granted to women officers (SC ruling)

Entry Routes NDA, CDS, NCC Special Entry

Women inducted in fighter streams &

Combat Roles .
naval aviation

Gender-neutral command and

Policy Direction leadership



Abhishek Sharma Fastest
20| Fifty




Aspect

News in Brief

Match Format
Venue

Series Context
Match Situation
Key Achievement
Series Outcome
Partner

Opponent Team

Significance

Exam-Relevant Content

Abhishek Sharma scored the fastest half-
century in Men’s T20 Internationals against
New Zealand.

Men’s T20 International (T20I)

Guwahati, Assam

Third T20I of the India—New Zealand series
India chasing 154 runs

Fastest team fifty in T20I history

India sealed 3-0 series lead

Ishan Kishan (53-run partnership)

New Zealand

Landmark record in international cricket
statistics



Novak Djokovic — 400 Grand Slam
Wins



Aspect

News in Brief

Tournament
Match Details
Opponent

Venue
Nature of Record
Nationality

Broader Significance

Exam-Relevant Content

Novak Djokovic became the first player in men’s
tennis history to register 400 singles match wins at
Grand Slam tournaments.

Australian Open

Third round victory in straight sets
Botic van de Zandschulp
Melbourne Park, Australia

Highest number of Grand Slam singles match wins
(Men)

Serbia

Symbol of longevity, consistency, and peak
performance



Record Area Details

Grand Slam Titles 24 (Men’s singles — highest)
Australian Open Wins 10 titles

Australian Open Match Wins 102 (joint highest)

Career Span Over two decades at elite level

UPSC Utility Sports records & milestones



FEATURE

First Held

Host Country

City

Month

Nickname

DETAILS

1905

Australia

Melbourne

January

Happy Slam



Grand Slam Match Wins
(Men)

Novak Djokovic 400 (Record)

Player

Roger Federer ~369
Rafael Nadal ~314



GK—-GS + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 o000 31499
COMBO BATCH

Suitable for UPSC Prelims, State PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD)
Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS, and other similar exams. ,

You've saved 2 500

ENROLL NOW

Have a Coupon Code?
+ \ Applied successfully!

What this combo includes \ +

1. Complete GK-GS Course (Recorded) = :
200+ hours of content : Course Information

2. Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 (Live Batch)
Current affairs from January 2025 to March 2026 2 Team: Class24
20 high priority topics will be covered

[ Price - 29997~ 1999/- ) o

Enroll now to avail additional limited time early bird discount = ¥ Course level: Beginners to Advance

(© validity: 12 Months




Attempt Now Apply Now

@ C|03324 LEP?:?. cwin HOmMe Exams v Current Affairs Buyacourse -~ Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries ¥  Aboutus m

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

2024-06-21 at 10:00 AM

Watch Now

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court
Watch Now
2024-06-20 at 10:00 AM

Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2
Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM

Part-6 Governor & COM
Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM

Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor
Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM

Part-5 Supreme Court
Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM

R



What you'll get
o Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

« 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4, Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Word of the day

Anodyne:
unlikely to offend anyone or cause them to
disagree

Synonyms: bland, neutral, harmless

USHgEI The minister issued an anodyne
statement after the controversy.

Pronunciation:

newsth.live/anodynepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: Jaenadain/

Word of the day

Schmooze:
an informal conversation; talk idly or casually
and in a friendly way

Synonymes: chat, confabulation

U sage: We had a wonderful schmooze about
the old days.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/schmoozepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /[mu:z/
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