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India pledges $450
million to aid Sri
Lanka’s recovery

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

India on Tuesday an-

nounced a usomﬂlion
“reconstruction package”
for Sri Lanka to help the Is-
land nation recover from
the devastating impact of
Cyclone Ditwah, which
claimed at least 643 lives
and displaced scores of

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, who is in Co-

kxnboasspechlemoyor
Prime Minister Narendra

Moxdi, made the announce-
ment Tuesday morning,
shortly after he called on
President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake.

Posting on social media
platform X, the Sri Lankan
leader described India’s
gesture as “a new chapter”
in India-Sri Lanka relations
and said he convewd Sri
Lanka’s "deep
to Prime Minister Modi and
the Government of India
for their “swift, compas-
sionate support”.

India’s post-cyclone re-
construction package In-
cludes $350 million worth
of "concessional Lines of
Credit” and $100 million in
grants, targeting sectors
most affected in the cli-
mate shock incident that
ripped through the island
in late November.

Early support

Even as Cyclone Ditwah
made landfall on Novem-
ber 28, 2025, India swiftly
mobilised its military per-
sonnel and resources —
who were active for over
two weeks on the island -
to support Sri Lankan
authorities in rescue oper-
ations, including in re
mote, inundated areas.

As part of ‘Operation Sa-

S. Jaishankae with Anura
Numara Dissansyake n
Colombo on Tuesday. Axt

gar Bandhu', the High
Commission of India in Co-
lommbo sourced and helped
distribute  humanitarian
aid, relief supplies, and
medical assistance to aug-
ment the Srl Lankan go-
vernment's efforts, “The
Indian Army set up a held
hospital with 85 medical
personnel near Kandy, giv-
ing emergency care to
more than 8,000 people,”
M. Jaishankar said, assur-
ing Srl Lanka that “India
stands firmly with Sri Lan-
ka more than ever before”.

Making a media state-
ment alongside Mr. Jaish-
ankar, Sri Lanka’s Foreign
Minister Vijitha Herath
said Colombo deeply ap-
preciated his visit, as It
“underscores India’s stead-
ka" In the aftermath of Cy-
clone Ditwah, He recalled
India’s "unprecedented as-
sistance" amounting to $4
billion, extended through
lines of credit when the Is-
land’s economy crashed in
2022, leading to a historic
sovereign debt default.

Mr. Jalshanlm's trip also
included bilateral discus-
sions on ongoing and
further cooperation. Mr.
Jaishankar later called on
Prime Minister Harini Am-
arasuriya in Colombo,



- India announced a $450 million reconstruction package to help Sri Lanka recover from Cyclone Ditwah.

- Rd A Ihald fGadrg & 3637 | siteisT & TgRId1 & foig 450 fAfera siar @1 gafaaior ddsst =ifSd fasar|

- The cyclone caused large-scale damage, deaths, and displacement across Sri Lanka.

- ThaTd P BRUT HicicsT A @IP &ifd, s 3k fazema gam

2. Composition of the Aid Package

- The package includes $350 million as concessional Lines of Credit.

- 37 Uba1 # 350 fAfdad ek Rarrdt o1 & ¥9 H onfid g1

- An additional $100 million is provided as direct grants.

. 1faf¥armr 100 fAfeaA SR 3rgM & ®u A fau me &

- Funds target sectors most affected by climate-related disasters.

» UE JERIAT STAT 3T9ql & Jafferes yifda &=t ©R Bigd gl



3. Diplomatic Engagement

- The announcement was made during the visit of India’s External Affairs Minister to Colombo.

- g TYUT YRA & faer #3t &Y Bled! AT 6 SR bt TS|

- India conveyed solidarity and long-term commitment to Sri Lanka's recovery.

- YRd 7 siteiasT & gAfAnT1 & foig defaifae anefq 3ik tawsgedr siag|

4. Humanitarian and Military Assistance

- India deployed military personnel for rescue and relief operations soon after the cyclone.

- TIHATd &b q3d 91¢ HRd A Agd 3R ga1a & foie A1 el &) d=ra faam

- Indian Army set up a field hospital with medical staff to provide emergency care.

- HRATT J41 A 3MUTdBTa1 fafdsedT Igrdl & fat Bies 39 dre 2fad faar

- Humanitarian aid included relief supplies and medical assistance.

- AT TEIdT ® Jgd It 3R fafdecar agraar enfae et



Operation Name

Operation Sagar Bandhu

Operation Sagar Arogya

Operation Sagar

Operation Maitri

Operation Sagar-I

Operation Sagar-II

Operation Sanjeevani
Operation Samudra Setu

Economic Relief Package (No
codename)

Post-Cyclone Reconstruction
Support

Year

2025

2025

2020
2015

2020

2021

2020
2020

2022

2025

Trigger Event

Cyclone Ditwah

Cyclone Ditwah

COVID-19 pandemic
Earthquake

COovVID-19

COVID-19 second wave

Medical emergency
CovID-19
Economic crisis &

sovereign default

Cyclone Ditwah

Key Indian Assistance

Rapid deployment of Indian military personnel, relief materials,
medical aid, logistics support

Field hospital set up by Indian Army, emergency medical care to
thousands

Supply of medicines, PPE kits, vaccines, medical teams
Search & rescue, medical teams, relief supplies

Medical assistance to Indian Ocean neighbours including Sri
Lanka

Oxygen, vaccines, medical support

Delivery of essential medicines

Evacuation of stranded citizens by sea

Lines of Credit, fuel, food, medicine

$450 million package (LOC + grants)

Exam Importance

Disaster diplomacy,
Neighbourhood First

Health security,
humanitarian assistance

Health diplomacy
HADR capability

Regional cooperation

Pandemic response

Strategic airlift

Evacuation operations

Economic diplomacy

Climate disaster recovery



Aspect

Trade Relationship

Total Bilateral Trade

India’s Exports to Sri Lanka

India’s Imports from Sri Lanka

Trade Balance

Share in Sri Lanka’s Trade

Major Ports Involved

Details

India is Sri Lanka’s largest trading partner. sl

Around USD 5-6 billion annually in recent years. Ukl
FASF TS T AToed [k TUHy 5-6 0
FEXIElS

~

Petroleum products, automobiles, pharmaceuticals,
textiles, food items. EEFAEIR &g, FOE,
ARG, Ad, c‘&ll g cdoosdl'g

Tea, rubber, spices, coconut products, apparel. &g,

8T, Tlgdlzh SPRRTTT &5de, TORRACE

Favourable to India (India exports more than it
imports). ikl T T VD KEKRS ¢ AEHTE

India accounts for nearly 15-20% of Sri Lanka’s total

trade. &I35d T 4 BRI ¥dd shekle Se SPBSIeR
TOUhU 15— 20%%"

Colombo, Hambantota, Chennai, Tuticorin. S AE]
UESEHRT, OF, TReSRES



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. India announced a reconstruction package for Sri Lanka after a cyclone.
2. The package includes both concessional Lines of Credit and grants.

3. Disaster assistance is part of India’s Neighbourhood First Policy.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1, 2and 3
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DATA POINT

Shravani Prakash
Tanu M. Goyal
Chellsea Lauhka

s 2025 ends, Indians are
A consumed by two anxie-
ties — whether artificial in-
telligence (AD) will take over their
Jjobs, and whether the future be-
longs to 80-hour work weeks or
the right to disconnect after office
hours. But for millions of working
women, a near 80-hour work
week is already a lived reality, as
their workday continues long after
office hours, filled with unrecog-
nised and unpaid labour. Unfortu-
nately, no Al or algorithm has yet
threatened to take over women's
“unpaid work” or rescue them
from the long hours spent on cook-
ing, cleaning, caregiving, plan-
ning, and emotional management.
India’s latest Time Use Survey
(2024) makes this reality unmis-
takable: 40% of women now parti-
cipate in the labour force. They are
not simply leaning into paid work;
instead, they are working a relent-
less second shift. As women take
on more paid work, their unpaid
responsibilities hardly decline -
instead of substitution, there is
stacking. This results in working
women being left with limited time
for personal development, leisure,
or adequate rest,

Chart 1 highlights a stark imba-
lance in how Indian men and wo-
men divide their working hours.
On average, working women
spend around 9.6 hours a day on
combined paid and unpaid work.
A substantial share of this time is,
however, spent on unpaid work
that largely comprises elderly and
childcare activities; domestic
chores such as cooking and clean-
ing; and other voluntary work and
subsistence production. This bur-
den peaks when women are in
their prime ages (25-39 years),
leading to their total working
hours exceeding 70 hours a week.

In contrast, men record lower

total hours of work. On average,
they spend about 8.6 hours a day
on combined paid and unpaid
work, with more than 80% of this
time devoted to paid activities
(wage/salaried work, remunera-
tive self-employment, and produc-
tion of goods and services for sale).
Across the working life cycle,
men's total work hours typically
fall within the range of 54-60
hours per week, largely because
their unpaid workload is minimal
and stable across life stages.
Women's working hours exceed
men's across nearly every age
group. The gap is widest in the 25-
39 age range, when women spend
double the time on unpaid caregiv-
ing than men, with childcare form-
ing the largest component. Even
later in life, while men’s unpaid
contributions rise marginally (of-
ten to care for ageing parents), the
broader unequal contract at home
remains intact, regardless of age,
occupation, or income level.
Women don't have more hours
in a day, but they simply offset the
burden of double shifts by cutting
back on time for self-care. On aver-
age, women in India sleep fewer
hours in a week than men, with
the gap widening to around 2-2.5
hours a week during their prime
working years (Chart 2).
Women, on average, also spend
10 hours less than men every week
on self-development activities, in-
cluding leamning, skill enhance-
ment, building self-awareness and
practices that support mental,
emotional, and physical well-be-
ing. Once again, this gap is widest
(around 11-12 hours per week) dur-
ing the prime age group. These fi-
gures matter immensely in an Al-
disrupted economy, since time for
upskilling and self-development is
essential to transition from low-
skilled to higher-value work.
Women contribute a mere 17%
of India’s GDP, not because they
do too little but because much of
their essential labour is unpaid
and invisible, which does not get
added in national income calcula-
tions. The Periodic Labour Force

Survey shows that nearly 40% of
women outside the labour market
cite household responsibilities as
the reason. Even the recent rise in
women's workforce participation
is driven largely by unpaid family
work and low-paid self-employ-
ment. The Al era could make this
worse, as women's jobs are more
automation-prone, and Al-driven
performance metrics risk penalis-
ing caregivers whose time con-
straints remain invisible to algo-
rithms.

True empowerment cannot
mean merely adding jobs, unless
paid employment replaces wo-
men’s drudgery instead of com-
pounding it. Policy, technology,
and workplaces must be rede-
signed around women's time - an
undervalued resource that under-
pins both care and productivity.
These must shift towards an out-
come-based approach that expli-
citly uses time-use data to free wo-
men’s time from unpaid work and
redirect it toward higher-value, re-
munerative activities.

The gender budget can be a key
tool to enable this by integrating
time-use metrics. Budgets must
prioritise and sustain outlays to
time-saving infrastructure such as
affordable childcare and elderly
care, piped water, clean energy,
and safe public transport. Simulta-
neously, to adapt and thrive in a ra-
pidly changing world of work, wo-
men must have access to lifelong
and flexible upskilling opportuni-
ties designed around their time,
mobility, and digital constraints.
This calls for sustained gender
budget allocations to expand pro-
grammes that build locally rele-
vant  vocational capabilities,
strengthen technology and digital
skills, and scale targeted initiatives
such as the India Al Mission and Al
Careers for Women programmes.

Until women's time is valued,
freed, and mainstreamed into pol-
icy and growth strategy, India's
2047 Viksit Bharat vision will re-
main constrained by women’s in-
visible labour, time poverty and
underutilised potential.



- Despite rising workforce participation, Indian women face a double burden of paid and unpaid work.

- BIIGA B UITGRY g61 & d1ds]g WRATT AfgAT YT 3R f&A1 {ITaH a1t &R &1 G’ gl Siof @t & |

- Unpaid domestic and care work remains invisible and unaccounted in economic measures.

+ TR, 3R GBI A ST faa1 a1 B 3nfefes ATUCs] 7 31 g1 §31 2|

2. Key Data from Time Use Survey

- Working women spend about 9.6 hours per day on combined paid and unpaid work.

- BB AigeTs Ufdfed 3hTa= 9.6 € WiraM iR f&Ar yram are &rf & ermmat €1

- Men spend fewer total hours largely due to minimal unpaid work responsibilities.

- J5Y BH Hdl He BIH B & wiifcs 39 R fdA1 Ta aia BRf &1 &gl BH gidT |

- Women's total working hours often exceed 70 hours per week in prime working age.

- TRg BrRiefte 3 A Afgenal & oot Brf & 70 T Ufd Iudtg & 31feieh 8 3id &



3. Unpaid Care Work Dimension
- Women spend nearly double the time on unpaid caregiving compared to men.

- AfEATE GBI 6t g1 B {1 ITaT ar@ SBMTA Bl B @I ST IHT a8 |

« Childcare forms the largest share of unpaid care work.

- f&AT A SEMTe BRF A 91 SEMTH &6 J9d 981 G 8l

« This unequal household contract persists across age, income, and occupation.

« T SIYHT 6], RIARRAT 311, 3T 3R UQ & qras]g a1 gt &1

4. Impact on Well-being
- Women cut back on self-care, rest, and leisure to manage double shifts.

- AfgoTl Qe fFAQIRAY & BRUT 3TcH-STHTH, IRTH 311 3radbiel A detd! brdt 2

- Women sleep fewer hours per week than men, especially during prime working years.

- fady ®u A BRI 3 A AfgATE YS§T &6t a1 | &H Hig & urdl 8|

- Time poverty limits women's personal development and productivity.

- JHY b1 BHT AFEATN &b AfFaTTd fabr 31k IdTeHhdr &) Jifad Bdl 21



5. Skill Development & Al Challenge
- Women spend 10-12 hours less per week on self-development and skill building than men.

- AfEAT QB &t g1 B BRI fabrg 3R snar-fasry iR wfd Jwrg 10-12 & &1 dt &1

- Al-driven automation may worsen outcomes for women due to rigid performance metrics.

. Al 3MEMRT AT B3R Ueefd ATucs) & BRUT Afgwrsi &bt fEfd 3tk TR B2 hdT 2|

- Care responsibilities remain invisible to algorithm-based evaluations.

- TG 3MeTRd Hediehd | S@MTe fSAGIRAT 31ged &4t €|

6. Economic Contribution

- Women contribute only about 17% to India’s GDP due to unpaid and uncounted labour.

- feAT ma 3R 31gRa 91" P BRUT AfEAISH BT HRA Bt GDP R ANTEH oI 17% & &l

- The issue is undervaluation, not lack of work.

- JHRT B &1 BH 781 dfcds Iqdb Hedidsd Bl 8|



7. Policy and Governance Solutions

- True empowerment requires replacing unpaid drudgery with paid employment.

- IRAfd® FRAfFIHROT & T 4T ITaT 97 B ITaH dTat AR J dGaT TP g

- Time-use data should guide policy, budgeting, and workplace design.

- Y- 3T b1 Aifd, g7 3R BrRIRed g1 7 onfie fdaar ST anfgg|

- Gender budgeting must prioritise childcare, eldercare, water, clean energy, and transport.

- SR G A G161 GBI, g ST, STol, T Hall 3R JRfed IR B Treifidsdr & STt Afeg |

8. Long-Term Vision

- Freeing women's time is essential for productivity, growth, and demographic dividend.

- HIgeT3f &1 IHYT Had BAT 3G, fabr 3R sHAifad i v & fae 3maead 8|

- Without addressing time poverty, inclusive growth goals will remain constrained.

- AT TRY61 B Forgie &1 FHTALM fdhr™ & o8 37eR 87|



Double shift for women

Chart 1A: Working hours for men in a day across age groups
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Chart 1B: Working hours for women in a day across age groups
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Chart 2: Trade-off between
work and sleep in number
of hours across age groups

Source: Time Use
Survey (TUS), January
2024-December 2024

Authors’ calculations
from Time Use Survey
(TUS), 2024.

The reported hours are
per participant, and are
calculated from the mi-
cro-data of the TUS for
only those participants
who reported doing both
paid and unpaid work
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Q. Consider the following statements:

1. Indian women spend more total working hours per day than men due to unpaid work.
2. Unpaid care work is fully accounted for in GDP calculations.

3. Time-use data can support better gender-responsive policymaking.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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China overtakes OPEC+ as the main oil price maker

Reuters
LAUNCESTON, AUSTRALIA

Conventional wisdom in
the crude oil market is that
producers such as OPE-
C+largely determine the
price by altering output le-
vels to achieve a desired
outcome.

That shibboleth was
challenged in 2025 by Chi-
na, which used its status as
the world's biggest oil im-
porter to provide an effec-
tive price floor and ceiling
by either increasing or de-
creasing the volume of
crude it sent to storage
tanks. Production cuts in
2022 by OPEC+, which
groups the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and allies led by
Russia, did shore up pric-
es. Those gains faded once
it began reversing the cuts

CM AR

in April this year. Now, fac-
ing a looming oil glut,
OPEC+ has decided to sit
tight and hold production
levels steady in the first
quarter of next year.

That leaves China to
mop up the excess.

What China does in
2026 is now the biggest
known unknown in crude
markets. Other partici-
pants are likely to set their
strategies in response to
Beijing.

China doesn’t release
public information on its
strategic or commercial
stockpiles, making it chal-
lenging not only to assess
physical flows, but also to
determine what policies
are likely to be followed.

What was clear in 2025
is that China was buying
more crude than it needed
for domestic consumption

Fuel guzzler: What was clear in 2025 is that China was buying more crude than it needed for domestic
consumption and exports of refined products. ase

and exports of refined

China does not disclose
the volumes of crude flow-
ing into or out of its strateg-
ic and commercial stock-
piles, but an estimate can

ery
total crude available from
imports and domestic
output,

It is worth noting that
not all of the surplus crude

was likely to have been ad-
ded to storage, with some
being processed in plants
not captured by the official
data. For the first 1l
months of 2025, the sur-
plus crude amounted to

about 9,80,000 barrels per
day (bpd), given that im-
ports and domestic output
combined were 15.80 mil-
lion bpd, while refinery
processing amounted to
14.82 million bpd.

The surplus has been
built up since March and
came after refiners made a
rare draw on inventories in
January and February,
when processing rates ex-
ceeded available crude by
about 30,000 bpd.

There is a solid correla-
tion between the volume
of surplus crude and the
price of oil, with China ad-
ding barrels when prices

This was in evidence in
September, when the sur-
plus crude dropped to
5,70,000 bpd after hitting
1.10 million bpd in August.

. O

Cargoes arriving in Sep-
tember would largely have
been arranged at the time
of the Israel-Iran conflict in
June, when crude prices
were elevated. Global
benchmark Brent futures
spiked to a six-month high
of $81.40 a barrel on June
23. With prices easing
since June, China’s refiners
resumed buying excess
crude, with a surplus of
1.88 million bpd seen in
November, the biggest
since April and up from
690,000 bpd in October.

It could be argued that
China’s storage flows are
the main reason that crude
prices were locked in a fair-
ly narrow range in the se-
cond half of 2025, with
Brent anchored either side
of $65 a barrel.

The key question for
2026 is whether China will,

and can,continue to buy
excess crude when prices
drop, effectively providing
a floor. Estimates vary as to
how much crude China al-
ready has stored, with a
range from around 1 billion
barrels to as much asl.4 bil-
lion barrels.

If the assumption is that
a country should have 90
days of import cover, and
China’s base imports are
around 11 million bpd, then
1 billion barrels would be
sufficient.

But at least 700 million
barrels are likely commer-
cial inventories, implying a
strategic reserve closer to
500 million barrels.

That in turn suggests
that Beijing may wish to
add about another 500
million barrels to the stra-
tegic stockpile, though the
timeline is uncertain.

A
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5,970,000
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Area
(km?){1881[189] *

2,381,740

342,000

28,050

267,667

1,648,195
437,072

17,820

1,759,540

923,768
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1,100,000,000

2,000,000,000
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36,970,000,000
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113,000,000,000

303,220,000,000

28,956,906  1,240,970,000,000
81,803,545 1,564,441,000,000

35.39%

79%



»> OPEC- Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

* The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded in
Baghdad, Iraq, with the signing of an agreement in September 1960 by five countries
namely the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela.

« They were to become the Founder Members of the Organization.

« Itis a permanent, intergovernmental organization.

* Itis headquartered in Vienna, Austria.

« OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and
which shares the ideals of the organization.

» Gabon terminated its membership in January 1995. However, it rejoined the
Organization in July 2016

* Currently, the Organization has a total of 14 Member Countries.

» lran, Iraq, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Libya, Nigeria,

Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Republic of Congo, Angola, Ecuador, and Venezuela are

— el o B NN —



* The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC plus countries.
« OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan, and Sudan.

»> What are their goals?

* The Opec and non-Opec producers first allied a historic meeting in Algiers in 2016.
« The aim was to undertake production restrictions to help resuscitate a flailing market.

> Why is OPEC+ more influential than OPEC?

« OPEC's 14 members control 35 percent of global oil supplies and 82 percent of proven
reserves.

* With the addition of the 10 Non-OPEC nations, notable among them Russia, Mexico
and Kazakhstan, those shares increase to 55 percent and 90 percent respectively.
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- China has emerged as a key global oil price influencer, overtaking OPEC+ in price-setting impact.

- 9 OPEC+ &1 Ul Blgd gT dfedes del BiHal BT UM AR g 31T 2

- Oil prices are increasingly shaped by China's import, storage, and refining decisions.

- Ac1 BIHA 319 T P 31ATd, WerT 3R e Aot F siftie wnifad 8 & &

2. Declining Price Control of OPEC+
- Traditionally, OPEC+ influenced oil prices through production cuts or increases.

« TVWRITd Y A OPEC+ 3IdTEH HeT-9@1dh3 dd bIHdl &bl [AfAd adar &l

- Production cuts by OPEC+ in recent years failed to sustain long-term price gains.

- BT & g9 A OPEC+ & 3cUTeH Peldl AT (e THY db hIHA 3>dl A8l 3% UTT|

- OPEC+ decided to maintain output levels amid a looming oil glut.

. JVTfad ae 31ferely & &g OPEC+ A 3dTed &R 334 &1 Aoy faram



3. China’s Oil Buying Strategy
- China bought more crude oil than required for domestic consumption in 2025.

- G A 2025 A O] g bl J 3feich el ddt BRIGT

- Excess crude was directed towards strategic and commercial storage.

. faflad B Ad B WHIADE 3R TNt HER B STAT T

- China increases purchases when prices fall and reduces buying when prices rise.

. B fiRA IR 919 TS ga@1aT & 3R HHd d81 IR Bl gerdr gl

4. Data Highlights

- China's surplus crude reached nearly 9.8 lakh barrels per day at peak levels.

- T BT AT Beam dct @ 9.8 TR Rt Ufdfea deb ugd Tl

- Refinery processing stood lower than combined imports and domestic production.

+ 3T 3R TR, 3G B g1 A RGBTSR YHTBR0T HH T

« China's surplus oil accumulation peaked around August-September period.
- 9 A AT dd BT JTT IRA-fAdaR &b AU TRH TR 7|



5. Oil Price Correlation

- There is a strong correlation between China’s surplus crude and global oil prices.

- T & AT Bt A 3R Aedd Aet HiFdl b dia Hatgd TAder 2|

- When China reduced buying, global oil prices declined sharply.
- 39 919 A TR TS, ad dfedd dd HiHal 7 a3 fiRiae g

- Renewed Chinese buying helped stabilise oil prices.

- T GRT YA: TG ¢H B A ddd dbIHal bl JeRT AwT|

6. Strategic Oil Reserves

- China is estimated to have between 1 to 1.4 billion barrels of crude in storage.

- T & U 3ATA: 1R 1.4 3R9 R B A BTHSR B

- A significant portion of this is commercial inventory rather than strategic reserve.

- ST U 921 & 1 J0THidep HER & T difvifsdds HERUT 21

- China may add another 500 million barrels to its strategic reserves.

- T 3197 IJUTHIAH SR A 3ifdlRed 500 fAfdad Ra g a8l



7. Implications for Global Energy Markets
- China’'s demand behaviour now provides both price floor and price ceiling.

- <19 Y /i Aifd 31d A BiHdl & fag FAan 3R sifeiedn JAT aa &dt &l

- Other oil market players are forced to adjust strategies based on China’s actions.

« 31T A TG 22N Y T Y UTHIT B AR 319t Afaat ag@T us & €

- OPEC+ influence has weakened relative to consumer-driven price dynamics.

- IIEAT-3MENRd He fAefRo1 & AR OPEC+ T YMTd BHSIR UST 8|

8. Impact on India

- Oil price volatility driven by China affects India’s import bill and inflation.

- TT-9Rd ae BHAY B 1RERAT IR &b 3T faet 3R HEMES Y wifad ot 21

- India’s energy security depends on diversification and strategic reserves.

- YR &1 31t JRef fafaeiazor 3k urifds de HeR R fndk &t &1



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. OPEC+ traditionally influenced oil prices through production control.

2. China's crude oil import and storage decisions now significantly influence global oil prices.

3. Strategic petroleum reserves are maintained only by oil-producing countries.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



'SCPANEL BACKED FOREST SURVEY'S BENCHMARK TOPROTECTARAVALLIS

SCaccepted govt’s 100-m Aravalli
rule, its own panel had opposed it

FSI's 3-degree definition covers lower
hills of Aravallis that are excluded by
the ministry’s 100-metre yardstick

Jay Mazoomdaar
New Delhi, December 23

ON OCTOBER 13, the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change (MoEF & CC) pro-
posed a new 100-metre defini-
tion for Aravallisto the Supreme
Court. The very next day, the
apexcourt’s Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) wrote to the
amicus curiae assisting the

benchthat theydid notexamine
or approve the recommenda-
tion.

On November 20, the Su-
preme Court accepted the 100-
metre recommendation of the
ministry.

The CEC is a body set up by
the SC in 2002 to monitor and
ensure compliance of its orders
related to environment and for-
ests.

* Amicus maptocourt: Zone betweengreenand
blue would lose protectionunder 100-mnorm

£ ST, o
Slkardlstrvlct Rajasthan

.—-0

l’?‘

Aravalli foot-
h|II contour
Aravalli '_
boundary 3

Y5

In its October 14 letter re-
viewed by The Indian Express,
the CEC underlined that the
definition formulated by the
Forest Survey of India (FSI)
should be “adopted in order to
ensure the protection and con-
servation of the ecology of the
Aravalli Hills and its range.”

The FSI had mapped 40,481
sqkm as Aravallisin 15 districts
of Rajasthan as areas above the
minimum elevation with a
slope of at least 3 degrees. By
this definition, even the lower
hillswould be protected as Ara-
vallis. The FSI undertook the
exercise afteritwasengaged by

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



- The Supreme Court accepted the government’s 100-metre definition for identifying Aravalli hills.

- GUTH BIE 7 3RTacit YgIeal &bl Uga & fdT ARBR bl 100-HicR ulRMTeT bR Bt

- The court did not examine or approve the recommendations of its own expert panel.

- IR A 39 g1 fadog daa bt fGwiRen &6t 9 3t bt 31 7 g1 32 WibR faar

2. What is the 100-Metre Rule

« The rule defines Aravalli hills based on a minimum elevation difference of 100 metres.

- I AW 3R1aw! ugifeal &Y =|[AdH 100 Hier 3Ha18 3idR & 3MTER WR URMISd &Rar gl

- Hills below this threshold may not be recognised as part of the Aravalli range.

- 37 AT A 1D &Y ggIfear sRmawt foft & enfie &t A=t st

3. Role of the Environment Ministry

- The Ministry of Environment proposed the 100-metre definition to the Supreme Court.

- GITaRUT HATAY A JUTH BIE &b THE 100-HIeR Bl uRMTST YdTfad bl

- The proposal aimed to create a uniform definition for regulating mining activities.

- URATd BT 320 JA Tfafafera o) fAfEd w3 & faie s JH IRMTST g4THT 2|



4. Objections by SC's Own Panel
- The Central Empowered Committee opposed the 100-metre definition.

- BT F2rerd FfATA 7 100-H1eR Y afirsT o1 faer fasa

- The panel warned that lower Aravalli hills would lose protection under this rule.

- fafd 2 Aarat &t fos 33 A F 3R] B fAaet TgIfsar JR&0T I 9182 & St

- |t stated that ecological integrity of the Aravallis would be compromised.

- IfAfd A e P 393 3R1aw! 61 uilRfefdd srdsdr yifad g1t

5. Forest Survey of India Position
- The Forest Survey of India uses a 3-degree slope-based definition of Aravallis.

« RAT g9 JI&IUT 3RTdelt &b Ugad & faw 3-8t erer 3menfia afRvmsT 3rg4rdr g1

- This definition includes lower hills that act as ecological buffers.

- Ig UFRMTST 39 ATt ugifgal o) vt onfie sidt & sit utRfRefdds 3raRer &1 B 6dl &

- The FSI definition covers a larger area of the Aravalli range.

- FSI &) UfRMTST 3RTaw ! &5 & 31feies ATy R bl Phar Bdl 2l



6. Environmental Concerns
« The 100-metre rule may open many hillocks to mining and construction.

- 100-Hie? f7am @ & ugifsal @+ 3k fAmfor & fag Fgo gadt

« It could accelerate desertification and ecological degradation.

- U HBRIGIHI0T 3R gATaRoiy &R0 a5 8 AbdT 21

- Aravallis act as a barrier against desert expansion and dust storms.

- 3RTaeH ARl fawar 3k e Wi aiiferaY & fasg wipfas @t g1

7. Legal and Governance Issues
- The court accepted the rule without detailed scrutiny of expert objections.

- AT d A fadsgr smufaal & faxga sita & faar fAan w@er faan

« This raises concerns over reliance on executive definitions in environmental protection.

- 3T yTaRor T@Refur B srRiufeeT R srcfee ffar & fe: fadr 3a= gt 21

8. Data and Impact
- A large proportion of Aravalli hillocks may fall outside protection under the 100-m rule.

- 100-H1e? fAaH & dgd 3RTaw! o a8t F& A UgIfedl T80T & d1g: & Idbdi 2

« Mining is officially permitted in only a small fraction of the Aravalli region.

- INfABIRS Y J 3RTAcH &7 S 9gd BIe G A g @ &Y 3afad 8



Q. Consider the following statements:

1. The Aravalli range acts as a natural barrier against desertification.
2. The 100-metre definition excludes lower hill formations from protection.

3. The Forest Survey of India uses only elevation criteria to define hills.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1, 2and 3



Indian Coast Guard —
Pollution Control Vessel
“Samudra Pratap”



Aspect
Vessel Name
Organisation

Induction Year

Type
Significance

Shipyard

Indigenous Content

Policy Alignment

Details
Samudra Pratap G¥&& sedt
Indian Coast Guard shelegdl ostles O3

2025 2025
Pollution Control Vessel (PCV) S@B{ S®IIcL &F

First dedicated pollution control vessel of ICG ICG ST
TURK gUPES e s@BY SFIIcy &b

Goa Shipyard Limited G- EIR-§T SRPRISE
More than 60% 60% & ¥RS SeECa eRIH

Atmanirbhar Bharat, Make in India SS¥ehaltl sxkle, 388
TS TR




Aspect

Primary Role

Pollution Control Ability

Enforcement Role
Combat Capability

Secondary Weapons

Technology

Details

Marine pollution response and control gi%#e s@BY
So SohaRd ¥ Sk I

Oil spill containment and recovery &I SIedyT S HET
Enforcement of marine environmental laws g3&d&
CIRRN STYisH S saled™

30 mm CRN-91 gun 30%RRsks CRN-91 &E

Two 12.7 mm stabilised remote-controlled guns &4

12.7 KRG FRGF TPe BED

Advanced fire control and mission systems & 09I
SASIBEl T RACT Hpald




Aspect

Environmental Security

Disaster Response

IOR Role

International Commitments

Details

Strengthens India’s marine environmental
protection skl S gidde TN Ghled
S TPe

Rapid response to oil spills and maritime
accidents &I SEigeT 2% ¢i&de Bt s

Enhances India’s role as first responder in
Indian Ocean RegionH¢ TURLAUET & 6ddd

Supports global marine pollution conventions
LT e sPBY ¢ PRGH = gldod®




* With reference to the Indian Coast Guard’s Pollution
Control Vessel Samudra Pratap, consider the following
statements:

* Itis the first dedicated pollution control vessel inducted
into the Indian Coast Guard.

* It has been built with significant indigenous content.

* Its role is limited only to environmental protection and
excludes security functions.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* (a)1and 2only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar 2025



Aspect
Award Name
Year

Conferred By

Venue

Purpose

Edition

Total Awards

Detalls

Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar SeH#gaT S5t @EGer
2025 2025

President of India sEle F HAT

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi sBHE&% $3S, SE
<1

To honour excellence in science, technology and

innovationseiils, SEME ¥ S W 88
o> ¢ b

Second edition of the awards BENGESH 5T FheM
¢ IVWEIY

24 awards FH 24 FENGET




Category

Vigyan Ratna

Vigyan Shri

Vigyan Yuva

Vigyan Team

Meaning / Scope

Highest honour for lifetime contribution in
science I b Sogal™> dEWedS HKIS ol
o oS

AT
~ A

Distinguished contribution in a scientific domain

FGe AT & Wb BREH IS

Young scientists with impactful research
SHERICIR CoR  SUS SERE Z3H AEPES

Team-based scientific achievements sgdd Skl
BT SETHORG




Domains Covered

Scientific Areas

Physics, Chemistry, Biological Sciences, Medicine

Engineering, Agriculture, Atomic Energy, Space Science

gitfAafT, oY, wrAT] B, siaRker fagme

Total of 13 scientific domains

P 13 dTfAd &=

Key Highlight — Vigyan Ratna 2025

- Vigyan Ratna was awarded posthumously to eminent physicist Jayant Vishnu Narlikar.

- faqim 3= ufdfssa wifdes faamt sid faw] Areia: ot ARUTORId U fasar

- It recognises his lifelong contribution to cosmology and theoretical physics.

- g ggiie fagm 3ik Agifds vifdd! A 39% 3sitad JNTEM &) HI=-IdT 2dT 2|



* With reference to Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar,
consider the following statements:

* Vigyan Ratna is the highest category of the
award.

* The awards are modelled on the Padma
Awards.

 Vigyan Yuva is meant for team-based
scientific achievements.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* (a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3




Trump-class
Battleships — US
Navy (2025)



Aspect

Announcement

Year

Country

Type of Ships

Initial Plan

Displacement

Details

Trump announced a new “Trump-class” of battleships for the US Navy. sHAg &
B BT FHIT ‘THIF-FE WEHH T 650 X6

2025 2025
United States of America ¢ 7%& T NBXET

Heavily armed surface warships / battleship-like platforms ke UPRIREH & THE
¢ ok BESH

Construction of two ships with scope for expansion. & <UREH TABHIL S
3T, T E@FW% [ EEESICE

Around 30,000-40,000 tonnes. TUshU 30,000-40,000 s°t%



Aspect

Role

Missiles

Future Weapons

Nuclear Capability

Firepower Claim

Details

Multi-role surface warfare and deterrence. 0S-SoResd

Advanced missiles mcIudmg hypersonlc weapons.

USSP S UPodkel e &c RIGTET DS

Directed-energy weapons such as lasers. TBIY ofs
R P o Todd UPPILElS

Potential to carry nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise
missiles. TERERT UBIRERE G@T-sFF o U ARIeaEsT
BT T IS

Described as among the most lethal surface ships ever
built. R0 ¢S T GIF s golk BESISH TD 'S




Aspect

Naval Modernisation

China Factor

Deterrence

Symbolic Aspect

Details

Signals major expansion and modernisation of US
Navy. RBtEe SIE ™ F b SR Sest S ¢ AEes

Seen as a response to China’s growing naval power.
s T 09ce DIk <ty F ookl FIF Wp A
oo YUH UEE

Strengthens US maritime and nuclear deterrence.
VB e 291 TIRHRT PetBRS oxdled o Sl oF
Stled Utk

Rare naming of warships after a sitting or recent
leader.5¢e Ihkabd I UBETIH Sed B SR £ Uk
YeS S @xlsish TYATERR




* With reference to the proposed “Trump-class” battleships, consider the following
statements:

* They are designed as large surface warships with heavy firepower.

* They are expected to carry hypersonic weapons.

* Battleships have been the primary focus of US naval doctrine since the Cold War.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

e (a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



National

Consumer
DENAOPAS




Aspect
Observed On

Occasion

Purpose

Legal Significance

Relevance

Details

24 December 24%€ ¢ A0Y

National Consumer Day SPH#AT & dghd %A G

To promote consumer rights and protection &g dghs R SkEH 3%
@ T S D9 BN

Marks Presidential assent to Consumer Protection Act, 1986 &€ dgdd
g Telo X ERISIRY, 1986 ?@?%W S B S ASTUIH -

Awareness, reforms and grievance redressal sdUTSed, BRIET X1



Aspect

Theme

Focus Area

Objective

Details

Efficient and Speedy Disposal through Digital
Justice ST KT ST B T I 3 TR
R sdS

Technology-enabled consumer grievance
redressal SEM e SIbkle &€ dghdd 2 Sodle
B AR

~

Faster, transparent and accessible justice 3§I€I_
EEET 0 38 BEISh H




Significance in 2025

- Emphasises digital platforms for consumer dispute resolution.

- IUNTaT faarg fAger & fag fEfeiea Wew wR 3R

» Encourages citizen-centric and technology-driven governance.

- ATR&B-dBfed 3R dep-td-3nenfid oM & gl

« Highlights responsible consumer behaviour in digital markets.

. fefSiew aiR A fSER IniledT AggR &' ¥@ifdd Bdr el

Consumer Protection Framework in India

Aspect

Consumer Protection Act, 1986

Consumer Protection Act, 2019

Key Rights

Adjudication Bodies

Details

Laid foundation of consumer rights regime

IR ISP R erazen & Afa

Strengthened rights in e-commerce era

§-oindf 7 ¥ HfErHRY B e fean

Right to safety, information, choice, redressal

TR, JaA1, 9a4 3R fFarvr &1 AfEeR

District, State and National Consumer Commissions

fare, a5 3R st Imdtardr amahT



Digital Justice Push — Key Elements

« Online filing and tracking of consumer complaints.
« IPIYT frpRIAY &Y 3ifeTed wrsfei 3R S|

- Reduced time and cost of dispute resolution.

- faare fAge™ & IHY 31k @nTd & BHT

- Improved transparency and accountability.

- URgfefar 3k Sraracet A gfE|

Historical Background

- National Consumer Day commemorates a landmark moment in India’s consumer movement.

- ISERT IUTAT fad WRd & IUMIGRIT MG bl U HEYUT 3Udifedl &bl TRUT FdT &

- The 1986 Act formally institutionalised consumer rights.

- 1986 & AfEfFIH A IuHiaT 31fEpRY B 3itganRes w9 &=

- Over time, focus shifted from awareness to enforcement and digital reforms.

- THY & AT I SMTHBAT A Fad4 3R fEfFed Jert 6t 3R ma|



Q. With reference to National Consumer Day, consider the following statements:

1. It is observed annually on 24 December in India.
2. It marks the enactment of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986.

3. The 2025 theme emphasises digital justice in consumer grievance redressal.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(@) 1Tand 2 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c)1,2and 3

(d) 2 and 3 only
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Word of the day

Jaunty:
marked by up-to-dateness in dress and manners;
having a cheerful, lively, and self-confident air

SYynonymes: chipper, debonair, dapper,
dashing, rakish, snappy

Usa g€ She was wearing a jaunty red hat.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/jauntypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: a3t/
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