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“Pressure doesn’t destroy
vou—it introduces you to
your real strength.”
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ANTI-INCUMBENCY SENTIMENTS®
People will favour UDF
in Kerala: KPCC chief

ASSEMBLY POLLS » PAGE S

T

Almost half
of SIR cases
in WB are

settled: CEOQ;

S

INFLOWS FALL
Net FDI negative for
fifth straight month

BUSINESS » PAGE 12

EDITORIAL & OPINION » PAGES 8 & 3
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THREE IMITIATIVES

Centre launches plans
for ‘orange economy”
NEWS » PAGE &

Kim is renamed
as the President
of state affairs

sEoUL
North Korea's legislature has.
re-elected Kim Jong-un as
President of state affairs, state
media reported on Monday. Me.
Kim's reappointment as head
of the nation’s highest
policymaking and governing.
body, the State Affairs
Commission, was announced
by KCNA » PAGE 14

Trump pauses Iran strikes, says deal is likely

Planned attacks on Iran power infrastructure will
be ‘postponed’ for five days, says U.S. President

Stanly lohny
S. President Do-
nald Trump, who

Issued a 48-hour ul-
imatum to Iran on Satur-
d;vy to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz or face strikes on

at-
Bve days after “ve-
ry good and productive”
talks with Tehran.

“1 am please[d] to re-
port that the United Stat
of America and the coun-

by 2.5%, Nifty may
be in a ‘bear grip’

MuUMBA
Benchmark stock indices e
2.5% on Monday awng to
concemns over the ongoing

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Mondiry
gave the govemment 3
four-meek leeway to respond
%o a pettion highlighting the

cancellations, saying “there are
bigger problems the
government is handing now”,
in 2n oblique reference to the
West Asia conflict. » PAGE &

Russia and India
need to increase
cooperation: EAM

NEW DELIE
Against the backop of the

a both
bhaterally 25 well 25

the 1 . very
good and productive con-
versations regarding a

p total resolu-

post.
in \Vashlnglom
Mr. Trump © essper-
sons that Iran e Ds
had “very. very strong
talks” and there were “ma-
jor points of agreement™
between the two countries
with a “real possibility of
eal”
Iranian Parliament
Speaker Moh: -
ith the
saying thac “fake

& %
A building damaged by a strike,

news is intended to... es-
cape the quagmire
which America and Israel
are trapped=.

iran denies claims

Eanian Forelen Minkstry al-
denied Mr. Trump's

the islamic
Guard

targeting the US. Fifth
Ficec in Bahrain and U.S.

amid the U.

bascein: oxtier' et Axian:
countrie:

“Our people demand
the complete and hurniliat-

firmly er
and people until this goal &5
achieved”, Iranian

countries sent messages in-
dicating that the U.S. had
requested talks to end the

Key ‘points of agr
resolve hostilities in the Middle has(, says Trump

T

= A
t=raeli canflict with Iran, in Tehran on Monday. SEUTERS

war, bur Iran had not res-
ponded, state news agency
IRNA quoted the Ministry
spol 5 %

Mizan, lran's state run
news agency, reported on
Monday that Mr. Trump's
statement on _ delaying
strikes was aimed at reduc-

regional

initiatives from
coun to reduce ten-

tries

‘fake news is intended to... escape the quagmire’

[which] will continue
throughout the week, 1
have instructed the De-

nt of War to post-

any and all military

to Tehran denies talks were being held saying that
Impact likely to Saudi, UAE report

be felt for a long being targeted by

time, PM tells LS missile atta

NEW DELIG RIVADI/DUBAL

The situation in West Asla is
“deeply conceming’, and the
Impact of the war is Skely to be
felt for 3 long time, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Monday, while bricfing the Lok
Sabha an the steps taken by
his govemment to secure
Incia's energy needs. The
country should be prepared
and united, Mr. Modi said,
urging % members to ensure
the indian Parliament sends
out a “united and unanimous
Voice on the i5sue" » PAGE 4

Saudi Arabla and the United
Arab Emirates reported coming.
under fresh attacks on Monday
moming with explosions and
sirens sounding over the
ail-rich Gulf. tsraet alsc
taunched new attacks on
Monday on the iranian capital,

sions, and our response to
all of them is clear: we are
not the party that started
this war, and all such re-

ul rected

ed the Iranian Forelgn Mi-
nistry as saying-

After Mr. Trump had is-
sued the ultimatum, Iran's
Khatam

that It would target
S04 énictgy tnframmcomne
in the Persian Gulf coun-

tries American
bases, and in Israel if Iran's
were at-

strikes  against franian
er plants and energy
infrastructure for a five day

o
said Steve WiKofT, his spe-
cial envoy for West Asia,
and . 1, his son-
in-law, tran on

talked to
Sunday and that the dis-

cussion would coneinue.
“We have had very.
strong. 7 Weli see
where they lead. We have

e peree
... we've had ve
strong talks, m. \Ml.knﬂ

r.
them.,” he sah.l.
“All 1 am sayi

Heavy lifter: A worker at 3 Comestic gas Supply agency oads cylnders on 1o a vehicle in Bengalun on Monday. SUDHAKARA AN

Gas crisis may be ‘easing’ as two more
Indian vessels cross Strait of Hormuz

Fvultiateral groupings such a5
BRICS, SCO, 6-20, and the
United Nations. » PAGE &

HYDERABAD

requirements. » PAGE 2
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"
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Two Indian-flagged LPG
cxrless, far Viescse i
Gas,  transited
through she Stralt of Hor.
muz on Monday evening.
They are
nearly 55,000 tonnes of
LPG, 2s per the inter-Minis-
terial briefing held on
Monday.

in addition, a flurry of
LPG import shipments that
came in the past few days
and scheduled for the up-
coming week have
eased the cooking gas cri-
sis somewhat.

In a sign of the easing
crisis, the government had
annoimced a 20% Increase
in commercial LPG alloca-
tions, taking It to S0% of

prewar levels even while

saying the LPG situation
continues to be worri-
some. Jag Vasant and Pine
Gas are likely to reach In-
dian ports between March
26 and 28,

The Centre had said that
domestic LPG production
%,

foreign-flagged car-
s Hietiss Gladiator and

Gas Jupiter, each carrying
000 tonnes are expect-

a5, te expected o reach
Sandhead, 2, on

supply conslramts in West

ssel is under-
Wy in the indian Ocean.
Gas Jupiter Ioaded its cargo
in the US.

The n project of
SA-LPG at Visakhapatnam
handled rwo ships carrying
LPG after February 2s.
Each ship carried. .md un-
loaded  about 24,000

Globe Polaris, carrying
cargo from Houston, Tex-

vadinar Port in Gujarac
ship-to-ship

thro
transfer, is expected to

two LPG ships had dis-
charged at  Ennore,

(With inputs from Sumit

Bhattacharjee, Sunita Se-

Kkar, Anil Kumar Sastri, Sa-

tyasundar Barik, Dhinesh
and L

Centre mulls delimitation
based on 2011 Census to
implement women’s quota

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELF

The Union government on

with 273 seats reserved for
women. The amendments
could be brought in the on-
going Budget Session or in
a Special Sesson called for

the purpose.
Though the draft of the

success in population pro-
grammes would lose out
vis a vis

If the Bil is passed, seats in Lok Ssbha will increase to 816, out of

which 273 will be reserved

data will be applied and
the remaking of consti-
tuencies can proceed with-
out the current Census be-
mg concuded. T
may include the
pans(un "of State Assem-
blies as well.

Extensive consultations
The Act originally passed
fis Sepaerniies’ 2003 exrits:
aged the conduct of the Dy
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delimieation of cor
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more populous | States.
Southern States had in par-
ticular expressed this con-
cemn. Overall, each State is
likely to see a 50% rise in

As per Article 82 of the
Constitution, the next de-
L\mltaﬂon exercise was to

kil 2026, but

Atishra)

these could
mean that the 2011 Census
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Government managers,
including Union Home Mi-
nister Amit met with

leaders of several Opposi-
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government.

“The amendments will
require a two-thirds major-
ity of both Houses, which
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tions are being held with
the Of - said a go-
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Trump pauses Iran strikes, says deal is likely

Planned attacks on Iran power infrastructure will
be ‘postponed’ for five days, says U.S. President

Stanly Johny

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump, who
issued a 48-hour ul-

timatum to Iran on Satur-
day to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz or face strikes on
its power infrastructure,
said on Monday that he
would postpone the at-
tacks for five days after “ve-
ry good and productive”
talks with Tehran.

“I am please[d] to re-
port that the United States
of America and the coun-
try of Iran have had, over
the last two days, very
good and productive con-
versations regarding a
complete and total resolu-
tion of our hostilities in the
Middle East,” he wrote in a
social media post.

Later in Washington,
Mr. Trump told pressper-
sons that Iran and the U.S.
had “very, very strong
talks” and there were “ma-
jor points of agreement”
between the two countries
with a “real possibility of
making a deal”.

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad-Bagh-
er Ghalibaf, however, de-
nied negotiations with the
U.S., saying that “fake

news is intended to... es-
cape the quagmire in
which America and Israel
are trapped”.

Iran denies claims

Iranian Foreign Ministry al-
so denied Mr. Trump’s
claims while the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) said it
launched a new wave of
missile and drone attacks
targeting the U.S. Fifth
Fleet in Bahrain and U.S.

bases in other West Asian
countries.

“Our people demand
the complete and humiliat-
ing punishment of the ag-
gressors. All officials stand
firmly behind their Leader
and people until this goal is
achieved”, the Iranian
Speaker said in a social me-
dia post on Monday.

In recent days, friendly
countries sent messages in-
dicating that the U.S. had
requested talks to end the

Abuilding damaged by a strike, amid the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran, in

Key ‘points of agreement’ reached in dialogue to
resolve hostilities in the Middle East, says Trump

W

Tehran on Monday. REUTERS

war, but Iran had not res-
ponded, state news agency
IRNA quoted the Ministry
spokesperson as saying.

Mizan, Iran’s state-run
news agency, reported on
Monday that Mr. Trump’s
statement on delaying
strikes was aimed at reduc-
ing “energy prices and to
buy time for implementing
his military plans”.

“Yes, there have been
initiatives from regional
countries to reduce ten-

Impact likely to
be felt for a long
time, PM tells LS

NEW DELHI

The situation in West Asia is
“deeply concerning”, and the
impact of the war is likely to be
felt for a long time, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Monday, while briefing the Lok
Sabha on the steps taken by
his government to secure
India’s energy needs. The
country should be prepared
and united, Mr. Modi said,
urging all members to ensure
the Indian Parliament sends
out a “united and unanimous
voice on the issue”. » PAGE 4

Saudi, UAE report
being targeted by
missile attacks

RIYADH/DUBAI

Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates reported coming
under fresh attacks on Monday
morning, with explosions and
sirens sounding over the
oil-rich Gulf. Israel also
launched new attacks on
Monday on the Iranian capital,
saying it had “begun a
wide-scale wave of strikes” on
infrastructure targets in Tehran.
Meanwhile, Iran also warned
that it would lay mines to all
access routes in the Gulf
waters. » PAGE 14

sions, and our response to
all of them is clear: we are
not the party that started
this war, and all such re-
quests should be directed
to Washington,” Mizan cit-
ed the Iranian Foreign Mi-
nistry as saying.

After Mr. Trump had is-
sued the ultimatum, Iran’s
Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters had warned
that it would target power
and energy infrastructure
in the Persian Gulf coun-

tries hosting American
bases, and in Israel if Iran’s
power plants were at-
tacked. Iran was prepared
to “completely destroy all
the U.S. economic interests
in the West Asia region”, a
military spokesperson said
on Saturday.

‘Points of agreement’

“Based on the tenor and
tone of these in-depth, de-
tailed, and constructive
conversations, witch

Tehran denies talks were being held saying that
‘fake news is intended to... escape the quagmire’

[which] will continue
throughout the week, I
have instructed the De-
partment of War to post-
pone any and all military
strikes against Iranian
power plants and energy
infrastructure for a five day
period, subject to the suc-
cess of the ongoing meet-
ings and discussions,” Mr.
Trump added in his post.

Talking to presspersons
in Washington, Mr. Trump
said Steve Witkoff, his spe-
cial envoy for West Asia,
and Jared Kushner, his son-
in-law, talked to Iran on
Sunday and that the dis-
cussion would continue.
“We have had very, very
strong talks. We’ll see
where they lead. We have
points, major points of
agreement, I would say, al-
most all points of agree-
ment ... we’ve had very
strong talks, Mr. Witkoff
and Mr. Kushner had
them,” he said.

“All I am saying is, we
are in the throes of a real
possibility of making a
deal... We are dealing with
the man who I believe is
the most respected and the
leader,” Mr. Trump said,
without saying who the
U.S. was speaking with.



e U.S. President Donald Trump announced a temporary 5-day pause on planned strikes targeting

Iran’s energy and power infrastructure

3MAR®BT & ISgUld SHTeS €U 1 S & Hall Ud fdsTell aid UR Ydifdd gHall a1 5 feAT & fae erfiia fasan
e Reason: Backchannel diplomacy + possibility of agreement

PBRUT: YsSHIH Felfa + Turfaa Iasidar
e |ran officially denied negotiations, calling reports misleading

M A AfErhTRS FT A a1d] A SA6R fBAT 3R 2 YHb gdraT

2. Root Cause of Conflict (Deep Understanding) [ T&¥ & Hol BRUT

(A) Ideological Conflict | =R Terd
e« U.S.: Liberal democracy + Western alliance system
AR®BT: 3R dihdd + Ufeddt mogeH

e |ran: Islamic Republic with anti-West ideology

I STATH! TTURTSY, ufedd fazieft faar




(B) Nuclear Issue [ GRATY] fddrg

e |ran suspected of developing nuclear weapons capability
83 IR URATY] efAR &AdT fahfid &3 &1 31R1T

e Key Agreement: JCPOA (2015)
g g JCPOA (2015)

e 2018: U.S. withdrawal - sanctions reimposed

2018: 3MAR®T dTe b = Ufdeel QIR o]

(C) Regional Power Struggle |/ &=t 21fcrd e

e |ran supports proxy groups (Hezbollah, Houthis, etc.)
£ ufafafer dmeA (Bsgemrg, gdt 31f) &1 Iweiq war e
e Rival: Saudi Arabia + Israel (backed by U.S.)
Ufdggl: I3Het 3R + SaRisd (3Rt rferd)




Global Oil Shipments
Depend on Major Chokepoints

Volume of crude oil and petroleum liquids transported
through world chokepoints™ in 2023 (million barrels per day)

Danish Straits™

' Strait of
\ Suez Canal & 3 Hormuz
SUMED Pipeline ~
2 1 Strait of
: Panama Canal™ X aIacca ;

* and the Cape of Good Hope ** excludes flows through Kiel Canal *** by fiscal year
(Oct. 1-Sept. 30)

Cape of
Good Hope

Source: EIA



4. Current Military Dynamics / adq= 8= fRafd

e |ran launched missile & drone attacks
[ 1 fAdATge 31k g gret fég
e |[srael targeted Tehran infrastructure
SRS 4 d&3[ &b aid bl 2T 411
e |ran warned of:
EGEEIAEGICEIE
 Mining sea routes | IHgI AT A dR™GTH I3
e Attacking U.S. bases [ 318! f&dTET U HdT
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OIL PRICES DROP 10% AMID OPE OI-' DIALOGUE

> Qil prices dropped about 10% to a one-week ”
low Monday after Trump’s announcement while

il‘ p‘af .f

markets world over breathed a sigh of relief.
Brent futures fell $11.64, to $100.55 a barrel

> Sensex, which closed before the pause was
declared, fell 1,837 pts to settle at 72,696. But
Dow jumped over 800 points in early trade

the first time, before closing flat at 93.5

» External affairs minister S Jaishankar
speaks with US counterpart Marco Rubio late
Monday. Says energy security concerns raised
in discussion about West Asia conflict and its
impact on the international economy

> |sraeli military said it’s targeting Iranian
infrastructure and conducting strikes in the
heart of Tehran. Iran responded, with Israel, the
UAE, and Saudi Arabia reporting drone

and missile attacks

> Lebanon says Israeli strike on Hazmieh, east
of Beirut, killed at least one person. Hazmieh,
which is near Lebanon’s presidential palace,
hosts several foreign embassies

> Israel has bombed at least five of the six
principal bridges across Litani river, seen as
an effort to cut off the region south of the river

from the rest of the country

> Rupee breached 94-level against US dollar for |

~".‘ :t'x

%
* 29 ey ey 2

. 7

Children play with an Iranian m|SS|Ie part at
the Israeli settlement of Peduel in West Bank

This time Iran means
business, they want
to settle. They want
Iran has one more

2

00

peace...

*J opportunity to end threats to
America and its allies... We've
eliminated everything
there is to eliminate in
Iran, and we eliminated
their leaders

- President Donald Trump




Centre mulls delimitation
based on 2011 Census to
implement women'’s quota

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Monday indicated that it
would bring an amend-
ment Bill proposing a de-
limitation exercise based
on the 2011 Census, to en-
sure the implementation of
the Women’s Reservation
Act, 2023 ahead of the
2029 Lok Sabha election.
Under the proposed
amendments, the number
of Lok Sabha seats will in-
crease from 543 to 816,
with 273 seats reserved for
women. The amendments
could be brought in the on-
going Budget Session or in
a Special Session called for
the purpose.

Though the draft of the
amendments are yet to be
circulated, it is understood
by sources that care would
be taken so that the exist-
ing proportion of seats will
be maintained for all
States, amid concerns that
States that had showed
success in population pro-
grammes would lose out
on representation vis a vis
more populous States.
Southern States had in par-
ticular expressed this con-
cern. Overall, each State is
likely to see a 50% rise in
seats, but the pro rata basis
would be maintained.

As per Article 82 of the
Constitution, the next de-
limitation exercise was to
be done based on the first
Census after 2026, but
these amendments could
mean that the 2011 Census

_— =

-f@&;-

If the Bill is passed, seats in Lok Sabha will increase to 816, out of

e —

which 273 will be reserved for women. PTI

data will be applied and
the remaking of consti-
tuencies can proceed with-
out the current Census be-
ing concluded. The
proposals may include the
expansion of State Assem-
blies as well.

Extensive consultations
The Act originally passed
in September 2023 envis-
aged the conduct of the De-
cadal Census, followed by
delimitation of constituen-
cies. The 2021 Decadal
Census, which got delayed
because of COVID, is begin-
ning next month. As per
the current timelines, im-
plementation of the Act
could be pushed beyond
2030. However, by bring-
ing in fresh amendments,
the government is now
seeking to bring forward
the implementation of the
Act.

Government managers,
including Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah, met with
leaders of several Opposi-

Y

tion parties on Monday, in-
cluding the Nationalist
Congress Party (SP)’s Su-
priya Sule, YSR Congress
Party’s PV. Midhun Reddy,
the All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen’s Asa-
duddin Owaisi and the
Shiv Sena (UBT)’s Arvind
Sawant, among others.
The Trinamool Congress
and the Left skipped the
meeting. A separate meet-
ing of NDA partners was
held later on Monday even-
ing. The government man-
agers had consulted the
Congress and the Samajwa-
di Party earlier. The Con-
gress will hold a meeting of
Opposition floor leaders
on Tuesday morning to go

through the proposals put
forward by the
government.

“The amendments will
require a two-thirds major-
ity of both Houses, which
is why extensive consulta-
tions are being held with
the Opposition,” said a go-
vernment source.



Rank

Country

Rwanda

Cuba

Nicaragua

Mexico

United Arab
Emirates

% Women in
Parliament

~61%

~55%

~54%

~50%

~50%

Key Reason

Constitutional quota
after genocide

Strong state-led
gender policy

Gender parity laws

Mandatory
candidate parity

Appointed quota
system



Rank

Country

Yemen

Oman

Qatar

Maldives

Iran

% Women in Parliament Key Reason

~0%

~2%

~4%

~5%

~6%

Conflict, no functional
parliament

Limited electoral
participation

Weak representation in
elected body

Social & political
barriers

Structural limitations



e Union Government plans delimitation based on 2011 Census to implement Women's Reservation

Act, 2023

&g IBR 2011 STATOTAT TR TRIHA B2 Afger R0 3fefAad, 2023 ] &A1 dTgd! 8
e Lok Sabha seats may increase from 543 - 816

AR TIE 543 A d@b2 816 g Ibdl &

o 273 seats (1/3rd) reserved for women

273 Tl (1/3) Afgansh & fag smfara gt

2. What is Delimitation? (Concept Clarity) / UfRRIH= wIT 872

e Process of redrawing boundaries of constituencies
firafa &t oY et o1 gAferfzoT

e Based on population (Census data)
ST (STATUTET) & YR TR

* Done by Delimitation Commission (independent body)

IR 3T (FadF fFepr) gRi fasan sirar @



3. Constitutional Provisions (VERY IMPORTANT) / Tdenfads wraen

e Article 82 - Delimitation after every Census
HIEBE 82 = & SV b 91 URIHA

e Article 170 - State Assembly delimitation
HIEG 170 - I faemaaHiait o1 ulRAtHe

e 42nd Amendment (1976) > Freeze till 2001
A24i TeNeA > 2001 dh AP

e 84th Amendment (2001) - Freeze till 2026
84di JoMerd > 2026 db b

4. Why 2011 Census? [ 2011 ST RIN?

e 2021 Census delayed due to COVID
2021 SETUHET Bifds & BRUT fdcfdd
 Government wants to fast-track implementation of women quota before 2029 elections

IBR 2029 FATd  Uga AfEAT ARGV AT BT ATEdl &



5. Women's Reservation Act, 2023 (Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam)

Key Provisions:

e 33% reservation in:
33% 3MREITT:
o Lok Sabha [ oTlchaMT
e State Assemblies /3T faemaaHg
e Reservation also applies within SC/ST seats
SC/ST Hlet # Wi @]
* Rotation of seats after each delimitation

&2 R4 & g1 Iiel &1 AeeE



Concern of Southern States:

o States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala fear loss of representation
dfAerdTg, de 518 A= UfdfAfeica o g1 A fafda
e Reason:
hIRUT:
e Better population control - fewer seats
e High population states (UP, Bihar) gain more seats

o ST fFIAUT AB I Bl ThAT

Federalism Issue:

 Debate: Population vs Performance
g&d: STAITAT d4TH Ugefd



7. Impact Analysis | TMTd fad2@sor

(A) Political Impact:
e Increased representation of women
Afgeait &1 ufdfAfera g
» Possible reshaping of electoral politics

YATA AT A Igera

(B) Social Impact:

o Better gender inclusivity
wiTies FHTAT gt
» Policy focus on:
Hifd wiwa:
e Health [ TR
« Education /forarr
* Welfare | 10T

(C) Governance Impact:
o Larger Lok Sabha = coordination challenges
9! ABIHT > JHT ATl
o Need for infrastructure expansion

TTEH B BT faTdR 3madds

8. Historical Background | fdgifde gssyfa

e Women's Reservation Bill first introduced in 1996

Afga 3ReT fdgres uget 9R 1996 A

« Passed in Rajya Sabha (2010) but lapsed
2010 # 57T H UTRd, UR o7 A&l §31

o Finally passed in 2023
3idd: 2023 § uiRd

9. Key Technical Issue | Hgcrquf deb-ldh! Hel
e Act implementation linked to:
HfEIFIH ] & b 2rd:
1. Census [/ SFTOTET
2. Delimitation / 9RRZfH

Without these = Reservation cannot be implemented

g1dp T IREMUT o] A&l & HbdT

10. Exam-Oriented Dimensions [qﬂ&rrgq 3=H

« Polity: Articles 82, 170
SN 3T 82, 170

e Governance: Representation & federalism
2mr: gfdfAfere d Herarg

« Social Justice: Gender equality

I =TT A iTtie AT



Consider the following statements:

1. Delimitation is carried out by the Election Commission of India.
ORI AT 3MRINT GRY fdsan ST &

2. The freeze on delimitation is valid till 2026.
U R 3b 2026 db &

3. Women's Reservation Act provides 33% reservation in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.
AfET 3MR&M0T ifeifFaT @ihaT 3R faemamT & 33% 31R&uT 2T &

Which of the statements given above isfare correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(¢)1,2and 3
(d) 3 only
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Did not seek bribe in Arvan
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Greater cooperation needed between
India and Russia, says Jaishankar

NEW DELEI
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Centre launches Al skilling
drive with Google, YouTube

Part of initiatives unveiled by Ashwini Vaishnaw to boost creative economy; a citizen creator

platform, and in-built satellite tuners in television sets for access to DD Free Dish launched

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Minister Ash-
Uwini Vaishnaw on
Monday unveiled
three new initiatives aimed
at strengthening India’s
media, broadcasting, and
digital sector and promot-
ing the “orange economy”,
or the creative economy.
The creative economy
includes industries where
economic value is generat-
ed primarily from creativi-
ty, culture, technology,
and intellectual property.
The three initiatives are
named the National AI
Skilling Initiative in part-
nership with Google and
YouTube through the In-
dian Institute of Creative
Technologies (IICT); My-
WAVES, a citizen creator
platform on WAVES OTT;
and the rollout of ad-
vanced Electronic Pro-
gramme Guide and in-built
satellite tuners in television
sets for enhancing access
to DD Free Dish services.
Key media and enter-
tainment industry repre-
sentatives, the head of You-
Tube India along with
senior Ministry officials
took part in the event.
Underscoring Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of democratising tech-

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw says the initiatives will make
technology more affordable and accessible. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

nology, Mr. Vaishnaw said
the initiatives will make
technology more afforda-
ble and accessible. He said
that with in-built satellite
tuners and an advanced
programme guide, citizens
can now access content ea-
sily without additional
equipment.

He described MyWAVES
as a powerful platform for
content creators, enabling
them to create, upload,
and share content.

Referring to the Union
Budget announcements,
he underlined the govern-
ment’s commitment to
promoting the “orange
economy” and supporting
the creative sector.

The Union Minister said
under the National AI Skill-
ing Initiative, being imple-
mented with the support
of YouTube, about 15,000
youth will be trained with-
out levying any fee.

He spoke about the
“Creators’ Corner” scheme
and urged content creators
to actively use Doordar-
shan and platforms such as
MyWAVES to showcase In-
dia’s rich culture and re-
gional diversity.

Speaking about the part-
nership’s impact, YouTube
India managing director
Gunjan Soni said: “We be-
lieve that Al has the poten-
tial to open up remarkable
opportunities for India’s

dynamic creative econo-
my. Through our collabo-
ration with the Ministry of
Information & Broadcast-
ing and IICT, we aim to
equip creators and profes-
sionals with the skills re-
quired to master the tools
of the future, leverage Al to
tell more compelling sto-
ries... expand their reach
to new audiences, and play
arole in shaping the future
of media.”

The AI skilling pro-
gramme will be conducted
in two phases — Phase I
from March 23 to June 30
2026, and Phase II from Ju-
ly to December 2026.

The first phase will fo-
cus on foundational AI
learning at scale through
Google Career Certificates
and Google Cloud Genera-
tive Al learning paths. Par-
ticipants will undergo
courses such as Al Essen-
tials, Prompting Essentials,
Introduction to Generative
Al, and Generative AI
Leader Path.

The second phase will
involve advanced, project-
based specialisation for the
creative industry. The cur-
riculum will include mo-
dules on the art of story-
telling, YouTube best
practices, and advanced
training using Al tools such
as Gemini 3 and Vertex Al.



Topic

Initiative Launched By

Partners

Objective

Target Group

Details

Ashwini Vaishnaw (Union Minister for IT &

Broadcasting) \n Sha I HAT 31129l aSUTd

Google & YouTube \n dfdTel 3R Jcgs

Boost creative economy (Orange Economy)
& Al skills \n TIITcHe 3TTegaEar 3iX Al
IS I FGId

Content creators, youth, professionals \n

e fhuex 3R Ial




% Key Initiatives Launched

Initiative
Al Skilling Programme

MyWAVES Platform

DD Free Dish Upgrade

Details

Training ~15,000 creators in Al tools \n 15,000 &1 6T Al wfereror
Citizen creator platform for content creation \n ATTR® e WewIH

In-built satellite tuners in TV sets \n ¢tdt A dcarge R

« Al Skilling Programme Details

Aspect

Implementation

Phase 1

Phase 2

Courses Included

Tools Covered

Details

March-June 2026 (Basic Al learning) \n YR wferaror
July-Dec 2026 (Advanced specialization) \n 3=7d fer&for
Al Essentials, Prompting, Generative Al \n Al af3a, wifee, siRfca Al

Gemini Al, Vertex Al \n 3fA4t Al, aderg Al



Centre to amend the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
likely to amend the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act in the ongoing session
of Parliament session. One
of the key changes pro-
posed is the appointment
of a “designated authority”
to take over, manage or dis-
pose of assets created out
of foreign funds by an NGO
or association, which has
had its FCRA registration
suspended, cancelled, or
not renewed.

Another proposed
amendment is expanding
the definition of “key func-
tionary” of an NGO beyond
an “office bearer/director”
to include directors; partn-
ers; trustees; the karta
(head) of a Hindu Undivid-
ed Family; office-bearers
or members of the govern-
ing body or managing com-
mittee of a society, trust,
trade union or association;
and any other person who
has control over or respon-
sibility for the manage-
ment or affairs of such an
organisation.

The amendment also
proposes to make key
functionaries liable for of-
fences under the FCRA.

Registration under the
FCRA is mandatory for an
NGO to receive foreign
funds. Till now, the 2010
parent Act only had the

The Bill proposes to
reduce the maximum
imprisonment for
FCRA offences from

five years to one year

provision to regulate the
flow of foreign funds, and
not the statutory frame-
work to manage the assets
created out of such funds.

The Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026 also pro-
poses to amend Section 43
of the parent Act, which
will require any law enfor-
cement agency or State go-
vernment to seek prior ap-
proval of the Central
government for initiation
of investigation into FCRA-
related complaints.

The Statement of Ob-
jects and Reasons of the
Bill circulated by Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah said that,
at present, around 16,000
associations are registered
under the FCRA and they
receive around 22,000
crore annually.

The Bill proposes to re-
duce the maximum impri-
sonment for FCRA offences
from five years to one year.
It also proposes fixed time-
lines for the utilisation of
foreign funds received un-
der the “prior permission”
category, unlike the open-
ended provision under the
2010 Act.



« Union Government plans to amend the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
&g PR faeen siereq (fafFzm) sifefFam (FCRA) & ToneM &34 ST & 8
e Key change: Maximum imprisonment reduced from 5 years - 1 year

& 9qo1d: 3fefpdA I 5 99 J gelhr 1 a9

e Introduction of a “Designated Authority” to manage NGO assets if FCRA license is
cancelled/suspended

FCRA @839 E/Fdifdd €1 IR NGO &I Jufad) &) IHTd- &b faig A1fad wifeiasor

2. What is FCRA? (Concept Clarity) / FCRA &RIT&?
e Enacted in 1976, amended in 2010 & 2020
1976 A @R, 2010 3R 2020 & HeMfeid
e QObjective:

3e2:

e Regulate foreign funding to NGOs
e Ensure national security & transparency
fageft tsfam ot fAfAd sz 3k st qRam gfAfedd w=ar
e Administered by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
g HATHYT gRT Hdfeld



3. Key Provisions of Current Law (Before Amendment) [ ddHT- UTdem—

e Mandatory FCRA registration for NGOs receiving foreign funds
fagelt g ®4 & feiT FCRA US{iRUT 3Taeddh
e Funds must be received in designated SBI account (New Delhi)

g dbdd SBI (A2 fGowil) J1d A

e Maximum administrative expense: 20%

JrmAfdd @ JHT: 20%
e Transfer of foreign funds to other NGOs: Prohibited (2020 amendment)

31T NGO P! B8 giawe: Ufddferd

4. Key Proposed Amendments (IMPORTANT) / waifdd d2ieq

(A) Designated Authority / ATfad wifeiesoT

e Will take control of assets created using foreign funds
faqeft v A gt Jufdal &t fAdfAa s
e Applies when NGO registration is:
] &I STd Ui1chR0T:
e Cancelled /35
e Suspended | fAfdd
« Not renewed / FdtHlgpd T&l



(B) Expansion of “Key Functionary” [ T UgIfeieo Rl &1 fazdarR
e Includes:

onfAa g

 Directors / fAcer®s

e Trustees [ gl

e Partners [ ITSIGR
e Karta (HUF) / &df

e Governing body members

More accountability

31ferep STaTaag!

(C) Criminal Liability / 3maRIfeies 3TREa@
» Key functionaries made personally liable

UM AfEIBR AfddTd U J fFHgR

(D) Reduction in Punishment | I311 & &Ht

e Jail term reduced: 5 years > 1 year

T 5d9 > 1a9

Indicates shift towards civil compliance over criminalization

TRIfEIP ¢ J YRAfd AT b 3R g5l



(E) Prior Approval for Investigation / 31ia & e srqafd
o State agencies must seek Central Government approval before investigating FCRA cases

AT B S A UgH g I rgAfd =1 it
Strengthens central control

(F) Time Limits for Fund Usage | %8 39dNT &l 0 HHHT

o Fixed timelines for utilization of foreign funds

faeeft vg 3 & faw IJuT T ag

5. Political & Governance Implications [ J5Hlfd® Td w2mafde d

(A) Centralization Debate | %¢ldR0T fadrg

e More power to Union Government
&g IIBR B 2Afad gt

e Federalism concerns
Tedrg WR fadr



(B) NGO Sector Impact /| NGO &= IR W1d

e Increased compliance burden
3T BT qaTd g
e Greater transparency

UREfordT gt

e Fear of regulatory overreach

31feies fAI=0T BT &

6. Economic & Social Dimensions / 31ifefes Td AMHIGIeh 3T=ATH

NGOs Role:

o Workin:
BRI &F:
e Health | TR
« Education / ferem
« Poverty alleviation [ TRielt 3+

Impact:

» Reduced foreign funding = impact on social sector
fageit tvs ®wH > FmWIfEid &= yHIfdd
e Better monitoring = reduced misuse

ARt 9@t - g U BH



* Data Point (Important for Exam) / ﬂg?q'q\#a%'zr

* ~16,000 NGOs reglstered under FCRA
oldTHIT 16,000 NGO Hoﬂchcl

* Annual inflow: "'?22,000 crore

aries faeef ve: 222,000 W

* 9. Key Issues /qfrem%?r HEY Il'c'\?\'

* National Security vs C|V|I Souety Freedom
TSEIY JRETT TATH AR FHTST ol TaATc]

. Centrallzatlon vs Federalism
S [hI 0T SATH TG

* Regulation vs Over-regulation

IGREGEGIEK RGP




* Consider the following statements:

 FCRA is administered by the Ministry of Finance.
FCRA 3T GdTelol fad HATT hidl

* The 2020 amendment prohibited transfer of foreign
funds between NGOs. , . .
2020 TMY o NGO o &1 [acef s TraHy X U+

* Proposed amendment introduces a designated
authority to manage NGO assets. |

GETIT HAET NGO FITIAT & T 8] AT
YTTEIh0T STl &

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
e (a) 2 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c)1,2and 3

(d) 3 only




e What’s thelatest
update on Bima
Sugam?

INSURERS ARE IN the process of
developing motor, health and life
insurance products tailored specifically
for the Bima Sugam e-marketplace,
which s likely to go live over the next
fewmonths.The move followsa
meeting last week between Insurance
Regulatory Authority of India (Irdai)
Chairman Ajay Seth and the heads of
life and non-life insurers, where
companies discussed their roadmap for
rolling out products on the platform.
The development of products for the
e-marketplace signals that the much-
awaited Bima Sugam portal is nowin
its final stages of launch, after facing
delays of over three years since the idea
of an Amazon-like platform for buying,
sellingand servicing insurance policies
was first conceived. Earlier, Irdai had
launched the website of the Bima
Sugam India Federation (BSIF),a not-
for-profit entity set up to oversee the
operations of the portal. The website
launch came about a yearafterthe
appointment of former ManipalCigna
Health Insurance MD Prasun Sikdaras
the MD & CEO of Bima Sugam India
Federation (BSIF),who has been tasked
with driving the development of the
digital marketplace.

e When canyou start buying policies on the portal?

THE MOTOR INSURANCE products,which
require relatively lower customer
engagement and are easier to understand,
are expected to go live on Bima Sugamin
July. Thiswill likely be followed by health
insurance policies in August and life
insurance products by September.In the

- .

E-MARKETPLACE
FOR INSURANCE

Explainer

How Bima Sugam will make
insurance more affordable

Buying motorand health insurance policies at zero commission

may soon become a reality,as the Bima Sugam portal entersiits
final stage of launch. Narayanan V explains how the platform is
likely to reshape the distributor ecosystem and ultimately
reduce the cost of risk cover for consumers

initial phase, the range of offerings will be
limited, largely comprising basic motor
insurance, simple health covers and term
life policies. It will take another six months
for the portal to be fully functional. The
first stage is expected to include select
product categories and core services such

LIFE INSURERS PAID

AROUND 60,800
CROREIN
COMMISSIONS IN
2024-25, WHILE
THE NON-LIFE
INDUSTRY PAID
¥47,266 CRORE
as e-KYC, purchase of policies and basic m
servicing functionalities. Over time, the
portal will expand its scope to include the BIMA SUGAM PORTAL
full range of life, health, motorand general EXPECTED TO GO
insurance products,along with services LIVE WITH MOTOR
such as claims management, renewals, INSURANCE PRODUCTS

portabilityand grievance redressal.
epaper.ﬁnancialexpress.oon. ' .

e Whatabout the
all-in-one product
proposed earlier?

IRDAI HAS ALSO nudged insurers to
develop standardised products,while
allowing differentiation in pricing,
underwriting and customer experience.
However, its broadervision of creating
anaffordable,all-in-one mass insurance
product—priced ataround 31,500 and
targeted at rural households—remains
in limbo due to the lack of consensus
among insurers on product structure
and pricing.The proposed ‘Bima Vistaar’
product, part of the Bima Trinity,aims
to offerabasic social safety net by
combining life, health, personal
accidentand propertyinsurance
features, but has yet to take off.

e Impact onweb
aggregators

INDUSTRY PLAYERS SAY online
insurance aggregators suchas
Policybazaar,Acko, InsuranceDekho and
Turtlemint may face some pressure,as
Bima Sugam will offer comparison,
purchaseand even claims settlement
features similartowhat these platforms
currently provide,albeit ata lower cost.
Irdai is pushing for significantly lower
commissions on policies sold through
the platform. Insurers have, in principle,
agreed to offer“zero-commission”
products on Bima Sugam,with onlya
nominal platform fee likely to be
charged. This could incentivise insurers
toroute more products through the
portalin abid to reduce distribution and
commission expenses—an area that has
drawn attention from Irdai, the RBland
the government in recent months.

New Delhi

e Traditional vs
online sales

INTERMEDIARIES SUCH AS agentsand
brokers do not necessarily see Bima
Sugamasadirect challenger, but rather
asapotential partner that could help
them manage sales and client portfolios
more efficiently. Traditional channels
remain strong as online salesand web
aggregators accounted for less than 1%
of the ¥3.98 lakh crore new business
premiumin 2024-25,while individual
and corporate agents contributed about
83%.In health insurance, the “online
sale”channelaccounted for 2% of the
¥3.12 lakh crore premium,
underscoring the continued reliance on
intermediated distribution.

e\
e Otherinitiatives
proposed

IRDAI IS STEPPING up efforts to fast-
track the rollout of the Public Insurance
Registry (PIR),aimed at strengthening
theindustry’s data infrastructure.The
PIR,which will operatealongside Bima
Sugam, will be the backbone of this
emerging digital public infrastructure.
Asa consent-based data repository, it
will enable insurers, regulators and
customers toaccess standardised
insurance data across the entire policy
lifecycle. However, it could face some
pushback from theindustry,as thereis
limited clarity on ownership of
customerdataonceitishousedona
common platform. Insurers want
stronger guardrails around data access,
usage and consent. Industry players
have flagged concerns around
cybersecurity and operational control,
given the scale of sensitive personal and
financial data that would be stored ona
centralised system.




e Bima Sugam is a proposed digital insurance marketplace (like Amazon for insurance)
<t T e fRfSied WewhH 2 (it & fae sms sk

e Developed under guidance of Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
IRDAI & ATfgefq | fafid

e Aim:

382:

e Buy insurance policies online with zerof/low commission
e Increase affordability & transparency
BH AT 3R UREf2rdT d&THT

2. Key Features | % falydmg

(A) Single Unified Platform [ Tdhlgpd TcWhIH
e Allinsurers, agents, customers on one platform
Wt AT dufaai, gaie 3k Tiesd T Ha W
e Compare, buy, renew policies

o1, TG 3R AdiHIwBRoT Ia



(B) Zero Commission Model / [~ HI2M Alse 4. Why Needed? (Problem Statement) [ 3Ta2dehdT Ril?

¢ Eliminates intermediaries

fediifera <6t FH BT 2
¢ Reduces insurance cost Current Issues:
ST @I 6H grdt 8 « High commissions (260,800 crore life sector)

I BHIRMA (260,800 FHI1E Sitad diAT H)

e Low penetration (~4% insurance penetration in India)
BH &HT UAR (~4%)

e Lack of transparency

(C) Full Lifecycle Coverage [ quf sita=ash dar¢

e From purchase = claims = grievance
UReferar &Y wHT
TRIe A AR eran 31 farprad de

5. Impact Analysis [ yMTd faeasor
(D) Integration with Digital Infra | fSfsice s3pRgaR P ysis |

o Works with:
* Aadhaar / 3TER 5 (A) Consumers | 3uMarT
« DigiLocker | fefaidiaR .
Kye + Lower premium
e g-
B HifFIH
« Easy comparison
AHTHTT qed-T
3. Current Status / adaF fzaifd
« Portal in final stages of launch
WA Al &b 3ifad Tror & (B) Insurers | §taT1 Spufai
» Expected rollout: + Reduced distribution cost
rafera IHY: fadRor @nTd BH
» Motor insurance - first « Direct customer access
 Health & life - later e UTees deb Ugd



6. Economic Significance / 3iifefe A

e India's insurance market growing rapidly
HRd &1 &1 §15TR dsit & 96 &7
e Bima Sugam - improves financial inclusion

AT g - facdita geder agrar &
» Supports Digital India + JAM Trinity

fefoiea gfeam ot wargdt

7. Governance & Regulatory Aspect [ WoMAfdd 3

e |IRDAI pushing standardised products

IRDA| HIFchidpd 3cUTG o1 38T &

» Consent-based data sharing via Public Insurance Repository (PIR)

JgHfd 3menfRd ST JTSTRR0T



8. Challenges / Trlfaai

(A) Industry Resistance

e Insurers disagree on pricing & structure

a1 BufFa @ gave

(B) Data Privacy Concerns

e Centralised data risk

ST R faar

(C) Digital Divide

e Rural adoption challenges

YTHTOT &1 | 39T ol JHIAT

(D) Agent Ecosystem

e Loss of livelihood concerns

Tsicl ol 3MTSiifdesT UR 3R



i [ul

9. Comparison: Traditional vs Digital | URURes g41H f5
Aspect Traditional

Distribution Agents/Brokers

Cost High commission

Transparency Low

Accessibility Limited

Bima Sugam

Direct digital

Low cost

High

Nationwide



Consider the following statements:
1. Bima Sugam is an initiative of the Ministry of Finance.
e g fa HaTera &Y U &
2. It aims to reduce the role of intermediaries in insurance distribution.
g &1 faaror & fa<iifaal &t fidT &H &rar e
3. It will provide end-to-end services including claims settlement.

Ig gra1 fAueE Jfgd gof Jare m

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c)1,2and 3
(d) 3 only






Topic

What is World Water
Day?

Origin

Started From

Objective

Linked SDG

Theme 2026

Theme Significance

Key Message

Details

Global day observed every year on 22 March to highlight importance of freshwater and
sustainable water management \n & @Y 22 HTE &1 HATIT 311 a1l dfedds fead, ST
320 HIS Ut &b A 3R Idd 1w Y€ Bl d@rar A g

Proposed at United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Rio Earth

g

Ensure sustainable management of water and raise awareness about water crisis \n 3o
TR&0T, y&erd 3k dbe P Ufd ST dr gel

United Nations SDG-6: Clean Water and Sanitation \n SDG-6: T3 3Td 31? Ta<&dT

"Water and Gender"” \n 3ol 3R difiies IHEAT"

Highlights role of women in water management and gender inequality in access \n 3id

gded A HigaTsi &1 AT 3R ST db 3-[HE Ugd WR &I bigd

Inclusive water governance and gender-sensitive policies needed \n FHTA2(t 3Te 2Ma=

3R wiffies Fagaeia FfaY &Y sraeaesdr



Fact

Global Water Availability

Usable Freshwater

India Water Stress

Per Capita Water Availability

(India)

Water Stress Threshold

Major Rivers (India)

Groundwater Use

Details

Only ~2.5% of Earth's water is freshwater \n Je&t & & 3idl &1 bdd ~2.5%
Hier art 8

Less than 1% is accessible for human use \n 1% & ¥ &H AFd 3941 & feT
3TcTes]

India has 18% population but only 4% water resources \n HRd & UT 18%
SAIET Afded Bdd 4% ST JIATEA

Declining: ~5000 m? (1951) - ~1500 m?® (present) \n Ufd &Afdd 3TeT ITeTeerdr
QUIGIER R K

<1700 m?® = water stress; <1000 m?® = water scarcity \n 1700 m* § &H = 3
dq1d, 1000 m® d &H = 3o Jhe

Ganga, Brahmaputra, Indus system dominate water availability \n 77T, sTgTq,
fae] U 3Tt A

India = largest groundwater user in world \n HRd fded &1 J&F 987 YTl
IUANThAl



Issue

Water Scarcity

Water Pollution

Gender Burden

Urban Water Crisis

Climate Change Impact

Explanation

Increasing demand due to population growth \n ST gfg J el b1 AT g1
Industrial waste, sewage contamination \n 3fteifies 3R TRe] yguor

Women spend hours collecting water in rural areas \n UTHoT &3 & B¢ A
A ° 31feids 0T @t

Cities facing groundwater depletion \n 2I&3f A {aidl dbe

Erratic rainfall, droughts, floods \n 3ifiafAd asf, g1, 916

m Government Initiatives (India)

Scheme

Jal Jeevan Mission

Atal Bhujal Yojana

Namami Gange Programme

National Water Policy

Details

Har Ghar Jal — tap water to every rural household \n & 83 91 3Tl
IS

Sustainable groundwater management \n 5T U&e
River Ganga cleaning \n T %13

Focus on conservation and efficiency \n 3T& JR&or Hifd



Consider the following statements:

1. World Water Day is observed on 22 March every year.
faeg ste fead g ¥ 22 A &l HARIT ST 8

2. Itis directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 6.
ITg SDG-6 A FSTE3N

3. The theme of World Water Day 2026 is “Water and Climate Change”.
2026 &1 fasT “siet 3R STerar] uRad4” &

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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MANGROVES

"Diverse group of salt-tolerant plant communities found in
the (tropical/subtropical) coastal intertidal zone GEEENNE"

o4 CHARACTERISTICS &

> Survive under hostile environments (high salt,

low oxygen)
Their roots (pneumatophores) absorb oxygen

from atmosphere
© Thick succulent leaves to store fresh water
o€ MANGROVE COVER 5.
© Global: Asia > Africa > North and Central
America > S America
© India (ISFR 2021): West Bengal > Gujarat >
A&N Islands > Andhra Pradesh > Maharashtra

Sunderbans - World's largest single
patch of Mangrove forests

o4 SIGNIFICANCE s

© Stabilise the coastline and reduce
soil erosion

o Protection against cyclones
Improve water quality by absorbing
nutrients

© Important carbon sink

o£ THREATS &
© Commercialisation of coastal areas

© Emergence of shrimp farms

© Temperature fluctuations (Mangroves can’t
survive freezing temperatures)

o4 CONSERVATION MEASURES
Global

I Inclusion of Mangroves in Biosphere Reserves
and UNESCO Global Geoparks
B Mangroves for the Future Initiative (IUCN & UNDP)

B Mangrove Alliance for Climate (UNFCCC COP27)

India

N National Mangrove Committee (1976)

Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats &
Tangible Incomes (MISHTI) (Union
Budget 2023-24)




Mangroves Distribution: Mangrove thrive only in tropical
and subtropical latitudes near the equator, as they cannot
withstand freezing temperatures.

« As per FAO (2023), the global mangrove extent in 2020
was 14.8 million hectares, covering less than 1% of all
tropical forests globally.

« Largest mangrove areas are in South and Southeast
Asia, followed by South America, Africa, North and
Central America, and Oceania.

 Indonesia, Brazil, Nigeria, Mexico, and
Australia hold 47% of the global mangrove cover.



Mangroves Cover in India: As per the Indian State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2023, India's mangrove cover is
around 4,992 sq. km, constituting 0.15% of the country's total geographical area.

o Major mangrove ecosystems are found in Odisha (Bhitarkanika), Andhra Pradesh (Godavari-Krishna
delta), Gujarat, Kerala, and the Andaman Islands.

o The Sundarbans is the largest contiguous mangrove forest in the world, while Bhitarkanika is the

second largest in India.

MANGROVES IN INDIA

% UNESCO observes July 26 as the Internati Y

% As per ISFR 2021, the mangrove cove India is 4,992 sq km, which is 0.15% of the country's total geograp K

%* West Bengal>Gujarat>A&N Islands>And 1tra, have the largest Mangrove cover in India (ISFR 2021).
mangroves are protected by the Act 1986 and Coastal Zone Regulations.

{erbans, a UNESCO World Heritage Site




Mangroves provide a variety of benefits including:

-

Hotspots

Mangroves are home to an incredible
array of species, providing habitat for
fish, sharks, rays, sea turtles, and
birds. An estimated 80% of the global
fish catch relies on mangrove forests
either directly or indirectly

( 1Biodiversity (b )
%

/4 Landmass

B Yol

builders

The dense network of roots and
surrounding vegetation which trap
sediment prevents erosion and can
buildup coastlines and cayes over
time.

A3

o/

a A )

2 Livelihoods I~

The fisher communities we work with
depend on their natural environment
to provide for their families. Healthy
mangrove ecosystems mean healthy
fisheries

)
@\

¢ _/
ar Fighting 0‘\?

climate change \.:

Mangroves extract carbon from
the atmosphere at a higher rate
than tropical forests, and can
store up to 5 times more carbon
per acre in their soils.

/

3 Water Filtration %

Mangroves are vital to maintain
seawater quality. They retain flowing
sediments, and can trap pollutants,
protecting connected habitats such

\ o

as coral reefs and seagrass beds.

N
iy

/ 6 Economy
Many coastal communities rely on

mangroves for their economic
benefits, especially in the fisheries and
tourism sectors. Mangroves also
reduce costly damages from
hurricanes by providing protection
against wave action and storm surges.




Natural Disasters

Hurricanes and tsunamis are a major threat
to mangroves. Strong winds and large waves
can damage and uproot trees while some
storms can wipe out entire forests. This can
then lead to changes in hydrology and
increase the risk of erosion from storm surge.

Threats to Mangroves

Around the world, mangroves are faced with many challenges, Below, we outline
some of the threats to mangrove wetlands.

Climate Change

Rising sea levels, higher temperatures and
changes in weather patterns all have an effect
on mangroves. With current global sea level rise
at a rate of around 4mm per year, coastal
mangroves are being forced further inland. An
increase in more powerful hurricanes and longer
droughts are also some ways climate change is
threatening mangroves.

ab,gx

W i

Deforestation is just as big of a threat to
coastal forests as it is to tropical and dry
forests. In addition to clearing the trees for
land use, many places use the trunks of
mangroves as timber to build homes, some
also use the tannins from the red mangrove
bark as dye for clothing and leather.

Aquaculture

The construction of coastal farms, like shrimp
farms, can damage mangrove trees and
interfere with the hydrology to the rest of the
forest. Many farms use pesticides and
chemicals which can pollute the surrounding
area and lead to eutrophication. This can then
have a negative impact on the biodiversity of
the ecosystem.

Coastal Development

{
o
="

Developing coastal areas does not only destroy
mangroves and the habitat they create, but it
also disturbs the sediment which stores large

amounts of carbon dioxide. Mangrove forests are
carbon sinks that absorb and store carbon
dioxide, helping to reduce the effects of climate
change. When the sediment is disturbed, this
stared carbon is re-released into the
atmosphere.

| polution
0

Pollution of all kinds can be harmful to
mangroves. Plastic pollution can become
caught in the trees and their roots,
entangling or suffocating marine life and
birds. Water pollution is also a major threat
to mangroves as contaminated water can
poison the tree.

2.4 mangrove
;‘“ 3 al:'licgrn
Mg ¥ project



Topic Details

Current Issue Supreme Court allowed coastal road project involving removal of mangroves - debate on
development vs environment \n YA B¢ 7 AN geM a1 aSTT Agd Wistae b1 AqATd & > fawm
gqTH ggfaroT faarg

Why in News? Focus on mangrove conservation & legal protection \n #7a Izaror 373 aﬂﬁﬁ?&nw &9

Location Context Mumbai coastal road (Versova-Bhayandar region) \n Hdg deta &=



¥¢ What are Mangroves? | &9l <=1 &2

Red Mangrove Tree

Freshwater

Capacitive

o

4Flow-through (FT)
# Mangrove Root Flectrodes

Carbonization

Aspect Details

Definition Salt-tolerant trees growing in coastal intertidal zones \n TR Ul & 3774 a1
acka gaf

Water Type Saline + Brackish water \n JRT T 31 -JIRT Tt

Region Tropical & Subtropical coasts \n 3THegE T aeta &=

Interface Role Link between land and sea ecosystems \n ¥ff 3R IHg & &g Aq



Red Mangrove Tree

Freshwater

\

VN
:\ i ﬂ ‘ Capacitive Deionization (CDI)

ot N
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SR L ﬂ!aii

Saltwater

Intact Flow-through (FT)
Mangrove Root Electrodes

Carbonization




Feature

Pneumatophores

Prop Roots

Salt Filtration

Vivipary

Explanation

Aerial roots for breathing in oxygen-poor soil \n arrda 518 3t 3ifedlsia Adl &
Provide structural support against tides \n RlT?—HTETﬁ$&n
Roots filter salt / leaves excrete salt \n H® BEAT AT d1€2 fABTAAT

Seeds germinate while attached to parent tree \n dis1 U8 ¥ 33 &d §C 3ipRd
EAE

© Ecological Importance | uiRfReifdes Ag«

Function

Carbon Sink

Coastal Protection

Biodiversity

Livelihood Support

Details

Store more carbon than tropical forests ("Blue Carbon”) \n 3= &rdq
HSRUT &HdT

Protect against cyclones, tsunamis, erosion \n dcla 3mugr3f & Jza&f
Nursery for fish, birds, marine life \n 3ta fafaerdr &1 &g

Fisheries & local communities \n A UTdA 4 3MtfddT



= Distribution in India / ¥Rd ® faazor

Region Details

Sundarbans Largest mangrove forest (Ganga-Brahmaputra delta) \n HRd &1
Tgd g1 A%a &7

Bhitarkanika National Park Second largest mangrove ecosystem \n GERT ¥ 5T

Godavari—-Krishna Delta Andhra Pradesh \n 3¢ 9ger

Mahanadi Delta Odisha \n 3fifgen

Pichavaram Tamil Nadu \n afde-1g

Gulf of Kutch Guijarat \n T=iRTd

Islands Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep \n gidta &=



Fact

India Rank

State with Highest

Blue Carbon

Disaster Protection

Details

India has "'3% of World’s‘mangroves \n 92T
& “3% HIT IRT H

West Bengal (Sundarbans) \n 9T9TH SR

Mangroves store 3—5 times more carbon

than forests \n 318 e HSROT

Reduced impact of 2004 tsunami in
mangrove areas \n 2004 QfIDT-I'D:ﬁ H &



* Consider the following statements:

* Mangroves grow ong in freshwater ecosystems.
Haa F e qTe 39d g

* Pneumatophores are aerial roots that help in

respiration. o . ‘
T JIIaIT 31 & ol 298 H gl o

* Sundarbans is the largest mangrove forest in
India. :

HeXdo {1 a4 I5T AT 81T &

* Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

* (a) 2and 3 only
(b) 1 and 2 only

1,2 and 3
%gl)) 3 onallyr/] /
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Topic Details

Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 2026 \n Telldel cIRoH

Report Name . 2026
Published By Institute for E;%nct)hr%cs and Peace \n $<—c',|c',€-|c B
Pakistan ranked 1st (Score ~8.57) \n UTieh&dlel Ygel

Top Country T T

Sharp rise in militant violence \n 3TTdehdrc)

Reason - a'crf??r

Key Data (2025) ;%51391 gzaSths ~1,045 incidents \n STITHIT 1139



Topic Details

India Rank India ranked 13th \n ART 139 TAHT W
, 140+ incidents, 100+ deaths \n 140+ gcaTT, 100+
India Data :Fﬁ?[

Afghamstan near top 10, Myanmar follows \n
RT3 FAR garfad

Regional instability persists in South Asia \n AU
Trend ofRrm & 3R

Neighbourhood




I Drivers of Terrorism (Pakistan Case)

Factor Explanation

TTP Activity Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan resurgence \n TTP @1 Tfafaferai aat
BLA Insurgency Balochistan Liberation Army attacks \n BLA faglg

Internal Instability Political & economic crisis \n A=Tfdd 3R 3mfelds 3rfzeRar
Cross-border Issues Afghanistan border tensions \n 3®IH AT d4T1d

© Global Distribution of Terrorism

Region Details

Africa (Most affected) Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Nigeria dominate \n 31%hicT Jad 3ifeidb
oMTfad

Middle East Syria, Irag continue to face terrorism \n ufead gferm yaifad

Others DRC, Somalia also high impact \n 31=1 eI vt tnifad



"\ Global Trend

Indicator

Global Deaths
Contradiction

Pattern

Details

Declined by ~28% in 2025 \n dfedds waY & wHt
Regional spikes despite global decline \n 831 gfg

Shift from Middle East = Africa \n 3Td®dIc &1 g AWBIBT B 3R

& Major Terror Groups (Exam Important)

Group

ISIS /IS

JNIM

Al-Shabaab

TTP

Region

Global

Africa

Somalia

Pakistan

Note

Responsible for ~17% attacks \n J4d "Tdd JTE4
Al-Qaeda affiliate \n 3%bIeT ® Afhd
Strong regional network \n IHIfEAT

Major internal threat \n Utfdsza



Consider the following statements:

1. Global Terrorism Index is published by the United Nations.
GT| HYeRd ASg GRT Teb1f2id gl &

2. Sub-Saharan Africa is currently the most affected region by terrorism.
3U-TERT 3%l TaA 3ifeies yfdd & &

3. The index includes parameters such as deaths and incidents.
2T g2 W HIA 3R ey onfie &

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1and 2 only
(c)1,2and 3
(d) 3 only



Prathmesh Kher

A

QUESTION 1

The execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram
Rajguru followed their conviction in which case related to the

assassination of John Saunders in Lahore?
A

QUESTION 2
The assassination of Saunders was intended as retaliation for
the police assault on which nationalist leader who later died of

injuries sustained during a lathi charge?
A

QUESTION 3

In which prison were the three revolutionaries executed?
b

QUESTION 4

Which pact between nationalist leaders and the British

government was signed shortly before the executions in 19317

A
QUESTIONS
What was the title of the editorial published after the
executions, by B. R. Ambedkar in the Marathi weekly Janata,
on April 13, 19317

~aa A & R\

Identify this Indian revolutionary, commander-in-chief of
the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, who
died in a gun battle with the British police at Alfred Park
in 1931. PUBLIC DOMAIN




Word of the day

Boisterous:
noisy and lacking in restraint or discipline

Synonyms: rambunctious, unruly

Usage: The crowd grew boisterous as the
match reached its final moments.

Pronunciation:
https://newsth.live/ZQEJN5

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [boistasas/




Thank you ©
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